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LORDS VINDICATE ICU

Hundreds of overseas students could be eligible for refunds of their fees
and back-dated home student grants from Local Authorities, following
a ruling in the House of Lords last month. The judgement was the
culmination of a five-year legal battle started by Imperial College

Union.

The Lords ruled that students
who have lived in Great Britain
for three years or more (including
those who came here on student
visas for purely educational
purposes and have no intention
of remaining in Britain after
their courses) are eligible for
Local Education Authority
grants. As a direct consequence,
it seems certain that these
people, who have until now paid
the high fees imposed on over-
seas students, will now be
entitled to register as home
students, whose fees are con-
siderably lower and paid to the
universities by local authorities.
It is reasonable to expect that the
fees paid by the students to the
colleges will have to be refunded.

In addition, the increase in the
number of Home Students
means that College have ex-
ceeded the ‘Home Student
Quota’ imposed by the Univer-
sities Grants Council. This is the
maximum number of students
paying the lower fees that a
College may accept in any year;
one thousand and fifty for
Imperial College last year.
Colleges are encouraged to accept
as many overseas students as
possible, because their indepen-
dantly paid fees (which have
doubled in the last three years)
are a major source of income to
the Department of Education
and Science. Colleges that
exceed their home student quota
face severe financial penalties,
although in the case of Imperial
and several other colleges which

Michael Arthur, whose appeal has
been upheld by the Lords.

have received preferential
treatment as ‘centres of ex-
cellence’, these may well be
waived.

The wording of the 1962
Education Act is that students
who have been ‘Ordinary Resi-
dent’ in Britain for three years
are eligible for grants. In
January of 1978, the Department
of Education of Science sent a
circular to Local Authorities
suggesting that people who had
entered Britain on Student Visas
to take O and A Levels before
going to universities were not
ordinarily resident because they
were here for educational
purposes only, and many in-
tended to leave the country as
soon as they had qualified. Local
Authorities took this as an

instruction to refuse awards, not
only to these people but to
virtually all students who did not
hold a British passport—in-
cluding one whose father had
lived in Britain for seventeen
years.

A number of test cases chal-
lenging these refusals were taken
to court, among them one
brought by Imperial College
Welfare Officer Michael Officer
and Mary Attenborough, then
ICU President, on behalf of
Shahin Bagha, a first-year

undergraduate in metallurgy.
For nearly five years Michael
Arthur and successive presidents
saw the cases go through Divi-
sional Courts and Courts of
Appeal until on December 16 last
year the House of Lords ruled
that any resident with a settled
purpose—including that of
education—is an ‘Ordinary
Resident’. In his speech, Lord
Scarman ruled that education is
a settled purpose, and that
Immigration States and future
intentions were irrelevant.
continued on page 3

‘But I do stand and count them!” Captain Lindley with pocket
calculator at his retirement party last month.
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The parts of a modern aircraft that
have the highest value (in every
sense) are the ones you cant see.
Its avionics.
Avionics encompasses virtually every
aspect of an aircraft's operation.
Digital electronic flight control
systems transform a basically
unstable type into one that's safe
and predictable.
Terram-followmg doppler radar
enables it to hug the ground, even
at high speeds.
Advanced electro-optics, including

. laser gyroscopes, help the pilot locate
his position with pinpoint accuracy,.
The latest communications equipment
keeps it constantly in touch with
its base, and with other aircraft
Weapons guidance systems help the
aircraft engage its target.
Electronic countermeasures prevent it
becoming one itself

Thats why 15%¢

It may surprise you that

the shape of Marconi Avionics. 1s one
of the world's leaders in every

aspect of avionics.

To such an extent that we supply a
areator range of avionics systems than
any other company in the world. And
we supply them to some of the world's
toughest markets, including the US.

It may alsc surprise you that asa
graduate in electronics, computer science,
physics or maths, you could be an
effective member of one of our project
teams within weeks of joining. at the
start of a learning curve whose steepness
youll find exhilarating.

If that's an idea that appeals to you, you
can find out more about our work, and your
work with us, by coming along to our
nresentation on 21st January.

Alternatively, write to: John Carden,
Personnel Officer, Marconi Avionics Ltd.,
Airport Works, Rochester, Kent, ME1 2XX.
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