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CHELSEA TO BE

PENSIONED OFF?
Professor Randolph Quirk, Vice-Chancellor of the University of London

has been attending a series of meetings at Chelsea this week with the

aim of writing a draft proposal of intent to merge the college in

accordance with the SARC Report. This is a plan to concentrate the

science departments of the University on five sites: Imperial, University

College, Kings/QEC, Queen Mary College and the recently merged

Bedford/Royal Holloway College.

In a Union General Meeting

yesterday, Chelsea students

voted unanimously to oppose all

mergers and cuts, but they have

been told that if they do not

merge, their grant allocation

from the University of London

will be cut further still. Already,

they have been forced to close

their two non-scientific depart-

ments (Humanities and Social

Studies) and they have been

instructed to cut academic staff

by a third before next year.

The proposed merger follows

only months after Kings and

QEC merged—this time last

year, moves were afoot to join

QEC with Imperial—and is the

third such scheme since the

SARC reports. Chelsea is in

much the same position as

Bedford College, which had to

close its internationally recog-

nised classics department and

form a split-site college with

Royal Holloway thirty miles

away in Egham.

Chelsea Students Union

representatives have said that

even if they are forced to merge,

they will refuse to operate a

split-site system like that

operating at QEC, where stu-

dents travel from Notting Hill to

the Strand four times per week

by bus. Although they have been

assured that academic standards

will not fall, they are skeptical as

their staff/student ratio is being

oat. oe

Following Wednesday’s dem-

onstration in the Kings Road in

support of the NUS grants

campaign, during which a road

was blocked, Chelsea Union

Executive is confident that it has

enough activists to make their

opposition heard.

Chain

Letters

Hit IC
An outbreak of chain letters is

sweeping through Imperial

College. As many as five hundred

students are believed to have

taken part; some claim to have

made up to £1,000 but most may

expect to lose out on the deal.

The letters, which are believed

to have originated in Dorset and

come into the College through

the Geology Department, pro-

mise a return of up to £164,000

for a short-term loan of £40 and

operate within a system known

as the ‘Gold Circle’. The pro-

cedure is as follows: you buy a

list of twelve names from a

friend for £20. You then (in the

presence of your trusted friend)

post £20 to the person whose

name and address is at the top of

the list, and copy the list out

twice, moving each name up one

place on the ‘ladder’; removing

the name at the top and putting

your name at number twelve.

you then sell your lists to two

people for £20 each, recovering

the money that you have spent.

The theory is that after a

further twelve stages of the

operation, there will be 2’ lists

with your name at the top, and

from each of these you will

receive £20—a total of £80,780.

The system breaks down

because the money has to come

from somewhere. After twenty

steps, about a million people

have lists, and have to sell them

on what is now a saturated

market. A further step merely

doubles the number of people

trying to sell the lists. The “Gold

Circle’ system has certainly been

through that many steps already,

and a letter has been received

from the University of London

Union advising people not to

buy the letters.

The covering letter provided

with the chain letter is remark-

ably insidious, in that it encour-

continued on back page

A Load

Of Bull

At last Thursday’s UGM the

RCS were proudly able to

present ‘Velish’, the fearsome

head of an Aberdeen Angus bull.

This fine specimen was, as

reported last week, the mascot

removed from the School of

Slavonic and East European

Studies (SSEES) with no greater

opposition than the cries of a

marauding tea lady.

In return for the return of

their mascot, the SSEES have

agreed to provide sufficient

enthusiastic volunteers to be

able to raise a minimum of £50

for the RCS Rag collection on

Saturday.

Two RCSU Officials with the stuffed bull’s head. The stuffed head is in

the middle.
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DISCOUNT
,y ON ALL SERVICES BY OUR HIGHLY TRAINED STAFF

¢ ON PRODUCTION OF STUDENTS UNION CARD e

“Joes
# HAIRDRESSING FOR WOMEN AND MEN

Small Ads

Flatshare: male person required for

shared double room in seven person

mixed flat at Hamlet Gdns, rent

£17pw. Please contact Graham

Crossley Mech Eng 3 or Adrian Haines

Life Sci 2.

@Room (shared), Commonwealth

Hall, Cartwright Gardens, near West
End, squash courts and snooker

tables, 2 meals weekdays, 3 meals at

weekends, £33.70pw. Chris Sroka,

EET.

@Would the person who stole my

burgundy coloured bag (containing
my lecture notes, and textbook on

Genetic Engineering, and all my pens)

from the girls changing rooms in Beit
on Fri Nov 12 between 12:30 and

1:15pm, please return it to where you

got it from or to the Biochemistry
Department. Thank you. H Measures,

Biochem 3.

@Lost at Carnival: Grey nylon C&A

skiwear jacket, black strips down'

arms, substantial reward for finder

who returns it promptly. Contact Dave
Chaplin, Chem Eng 3.

@Lost: Red address book from Physics

Level B. S'pose it’s worth a pint. Dave
Gahan, Physics 2.

eCollectors required for RCSU 24hr

Rag street collection tomorrow. turn

up at RCSU Office from 11:00pm

today for cans and licences.

@eJoey, what marks you out as a

repressed as well as practising

pervert, sentimentality towards

children, Butley.

@Help required for (National) BAYS-

DAY March 5 1983. Will include
setting off balloons, giving directions,

starting competitions, etc...at IC. For
more details (no commitment) contact

Frances Burke, Life Sci 1 letter-racks.

68 GLOUCESTER ROAD,

LONDON SW7

Telephone: 01-584 7193

& 01-584 0858
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@The RCA Refectory is

available to students of

Imperial College at the

following times: after

1:00pm at lunchtimes and

after 6:00pm in the eve-

nings. | would be grateful

if students would keep

these times.

Thank you

Stephen Goulder

ICU President

@Gary Elec Eng 3 | love your fluores-

cent balls—Marion, Chem Eng 1.

Flat to let: Self-contained basement

studio flat, large, suits single or

couple, in Bayswater area. Available

from mid-December, rent £150pcm.

Tel int 4581, 4529 or 723-2910 (eves).

@Fiat 124, N reg, 1200cc, white, only

32,500 miles, with stereo cassette (4

speakers), new exhaust system,

batterye, tax till Feb 1983 and MoT till

Oct 1983, £400. Telephone int 4581,

4529 or 723-2910 (eves).
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@Lost Property: Security have several

items of unclaimed property handed

in since the start of term still awaiting

owners. Items include: camera,

calculators (2), m/cycle flares,

umbrellas (3), radio, books (2),

jumpers (several), jackets (3), watches

(2), address book, rings, etc. Callers to

Room 150, Sherfield Building. Also

would the student who called about a

textbook last Friday please call back.

Many thanks

John Boroughs

Secully Officer

Consort

Chamber

Orchestra

Holst St Paul’s Suite

Bach Brandenburg Concerto

No 5

Helen Cass Violin

Jonathan Heitler Flute

Damian Wisniewski Harpsichord

1:00pm

Wednesday 24 November

Great Hall

@iC Dancing Club is holding their

London Ball tomorrow in the JCR at

7:00. If you haven't bought a ticket yet,

some will be available on the door.

Competitions, spot prizes, general

dancing, demonstration couple. All
this for only £1.50.

@Norman’s coming, Sunday, Beit Arch

10:00am.

@Ents 4 Dobbers XI 3 The word has

been spoken and the power begins to

move.

@Physics Wanderers scraped a 10;0

victory against a determined, well

organised Wood Green side. PW rule

North London.

.@Physics Wanderers do it again!

(7/11/82) We came from behind to

thrash Selkirk 5-3. PW rule.IC Halls.

®B-Landing strikes again—who’s

next?

@Large room available immediately

for 2/3rd year or PG at More House,

53 Cromwell Rd (opp Nat Hist

Museum), £35pw inc breakfast and

supper. Contact The Warden or

Miranda MacSwiney, 589-8433.

@Who in Guilds is standing for ICU

President 1983/4 and why is Hissing

Sid so anxious to help? Who is Hissing

Sid? 83:

@Ritual burning of Mismoids by well

established AVFC Appreciation mob.

Contact M Smith, BES.

ePeter Howarth (EE1): So you

couldn’t quite make it on Saturday

then? With love, the Lads (and Nora).

@Lost: One Charing Cross student

nurse, situation desperate, please

contact Alfie.

@®Did Sharon really have evening

duty? Answers on a postcard please.

Prize very short weekend in two lain

USA. AF

®Frontal Lobotomy & brain damaged

mutant modeling done by S W Hijohn,

Aero 2.

®The occupants of a certain Hall of

Residence if the ‘Voice of America’

was much quieter (preferably silent).

@Where is Toulaine?

Alternative Prospectus: If you want to

tell sixth formers aboutthejoys of being

astudent at IC, the pleasures oflivingin

London or any other excitement, you

have experienced than write them

down as an article for the Alternative

Prospectus. Articles will be considered

if delivered to the FELIX Office before
February 1 1983. For further details

contact Hugh Southey, Chem Eng 1.

@Anne, you probably can do a lot of

hideous things, Butley.

eiC Water Polo Club, There’s no

Fosters in the Sahara. Just camels.

Love ZZZZZ

@Python of Linstead 127: Thank you

for coming so quickly—from Paris

with love X.

@Life Sci Drifters (LSD) 5 Zoo staff 1.

Any challengers, contact A Slater

(Zoo 2).

@Robert Benyon— 2nd year from

Castellon. Please contact Chris Scott

(CE3)—Lisa wants to see you.

eButley: Universities used to be

serious once. Edna.

RENETLY

154a Cromwell Road

Next to British Airways

Discount

For students and staff

Cuts: first visit £3, second and

after £2.50; Shampoo, cut and

blow dry: first visit £4.20, second

and after £3.85.

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm; Sat

9am-12noon
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Guilds’

Show
Last Saturday was the annual

Lord Mayor’s or Guilds Show,

and as usual Guilds had a float

in it. This year, however, they

had to have a float with the

Operation Drake Fellowship

because of ‘dying student

participation’. In fact Guilds

were the only student float left in

the show, since Barts and City

were cast out completely, which

peeved two City students who

appeared at the start.

The spirit of the occasion was

consistently high, with Booma-

lakas for the Lord Mayor, the

cameras, the little girl on her

daddy’s shoulders who wasn’t

smiling......

Centipede

Assalted
Social activities in Selkirk Hall

will suffer as a consequence of

vandalism carried out in the

early hours of Saturday morning.

A large quantity of salt was

poured into the Centipede video

game and one of the telephones,

and costs of repair have been

considerable. The profit sharing

scheme which Selkirk has with

the owners of the games mach-

ines enables social events to be

subsidised. The cost of repairs

has had to come from Selkirk’s

share of the profit and Warden

Henry Hutchinson has pointed

out that the entire Hall will be

hit by the action of a few

irresponsible people.

Where Were

They?
Only two of the College’s twelve

departmental representatives

turned up to Monday’s Council

meeting, which was declared

inquorate from the start. This

will probably assist the move to

remove Dep Reps from Council.

Of the Council’s forty-odd

members, less than half turned

up, and John Passmore objected

to the meeting being opened

without a quorum—much to the ,

annonyance of those who had

turned up in the hope of getting

through a great deal of Union

business. The meeting was

adjourned, and Council Chair-

man Nick Pyne has sent out

memos informing councillors of

ka November 1S 1982, RRA Page: 3

The car they did it in

Vive Le Beaujolais!

Driving a Rover 2300S loaned by

BL three members of the City &

Guilds College Motor Club raced

across France to a very creditable

twelfth place overall on the

Beaujolais Rally earlier this week.

The Beaujolais Rally which

celebrates the release of the

Beaujolais Nouveau wine is

primarily a distance event where

the car covering the shortest

mileage between a vineyard in

Villefranche (near Lyons) and

Brighton wins. However, an

important condition is that all

competitors must catch the

8:00am ferry from Boulogne to

Dover or be excluded. This

means that an average of at least

45mph must be maintained.

The crew, Chris Millard, John

Vedy and Martin Kift, set off

along with 124 other competitors

from the vineyard on Sunday

complete with ten cases of

Beaujolais Nouveau. Because

they knew that their route would

entail driving down slower

twisty country lanes as they

skirted Paris, a high speed stint

up the A6 autoroute to Ausceme

was essential. Unfortunately this

was nearly thwarted by dense

traffic on the autoroute and time

was wasted queueing at tollgates

however as they steamed further

north the road cleared and a

steady 110mph was maintained

to the fuel stop at Sens.
After refuelling and a change

of driver and navigator the

Rover continued to make good

time partially due to a total

disregard of French road traffic

laws and eventually easily made

the ferry, beating all the Porches

and Ferraris.

The British stint was supposed

to be fairly leisurely, but delays

at customs put the schedule back

and again a high speed sprint

was necessary—the car arriving

at the finish with only two

minutes to spare.

The crew, who hope to raise

money for the mentally handi-

capped by selling the wine

brought back, also came second

in the charity class.

Asbestos Tiles
ASTMS Union members have

refused to work in part of the

Mines Building in the belief that

damaged asbestos tiles may

constitute a health risk.

The suspended ceiling-tiles in

some rooms of the Geology

department have suffered from

leaking water-pipes, and some

are now efflorescing (that is,

shedding asbestos dust). Non-

academic staff have become

increasingly concerned, and

after a television documentary

on asbestos-related diseases in

industry, their Union withdrew

their services from the affected

areas. They stressed that this was

not a strike and that they would

continue to work in other parts

of the building. Their action will

have its greatest effect on

industrial research work, which

is a major source of revenue to

the College.

Professor Knill, Head of

Department and Dean of the

Royal School of Mines, told

FELIX that there is no question

of a dispute between the depart-

ment and the ASTMS; on the

contrary, the department is

doing everything in its power to

resolve the matter. The Estates

Department, he said, has taken a

most responsible attitude to the

affair, and that expenditure has

been authorised for the work to

be carried out.

Doctor Hargreaves, the Col-

lege Safety Director, said that

independent surveys have been

carried out and levels of asbestos

dust in the air were found to be

well below the permitted level.

The Mines Building was erected

well before the restrictions on

the use of asbestos were imple-

mented in 1969, but there is no

question of danger from un-

damaged tiles, and many tiles

with a similar appearance have

no asbestos content at all.

policy that Council members

who miss two successive meet-

ings without sending apologies

are deemed to have resigned.

The meeting has been re-

arranged for next Monday.

Telephones

Exchanged
Many telephone calls on the

college switchboard were cut off

yesterday afternoon. This is

because Kensington exchange is

preparing to transfer to a new

computer system next Thursday,

and the problems are likely to

continue until then.

Sunday Times
Hugo Young, the political editor

of the Sunday Times, attacked

the Conservative Party for being

able to consider Norman Tebbit

as a potential leader.

attacks Tebbit
Talking to West London

Catholic Students at More

House on Sunday, Mr Young

said that only five years ago Mr

Tebbit would not have been

taken seriously, yet he was the

star of this year’s party confer-

ence. He described Mr Tebbit as

an unpleasantly rascist and anti-

union politician who expresses

views which the rank and file of

his party has held shamefacedly

for many years. But now that

British politics is tending

towards extremes, he claimed

that the Conservative Party had

discarded all social conscience.


