
Sixty-nine Minutes

of Procedure, then

QUORUM!!!

A successful challenge to quorum after one hour and nine minutesof

business prevented several imporant motions on Union publicity and

changes in the voting schedule being discussed at yesterday’s Union

General Meeting.

A motion on Union publicity, prompted by one of the H G Wells

Society’s posters for Freshers’ Fair, had been expected to draw a

large crowd. However, because of lack of publicity the meeting was

obviously inquorate from the start.

Although no policy was made

the meeting was useful in that it

accepted the ratification of a

large number of elections at

previous UGMs. Several other

posts were also filled; Jon

Stanley was ratified as External

.Affairs Committee Secretary, P

Simion as ordinary member of

the Permanent Working Party

and Christine Teller and Peter

Burt as delegates to the Univer-

sity of London Union General

Union Council.

This business was transacted

during Mary Freeman’s report

as returning officer with a

minimum of trouble, as was

Stephen Goulder’s report as

President and Miss Freeman’s

report as Honorary Secretary.

However the meeting was closed

during Miss Freeman’s third

visit to the microphone during

the motion on the changes to the

voting schedule. Miss Freeman

proposed the motion claiming

that the existing schedule was

wooly and citing the last sabbati-

cal elections as an example. Jon

Stanley opposed the motion on

the grounds that the schedule

was clear and correct and any

confusion was caused by wooli-

ness on behalf of the returning
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officer. During questions Miss

Freeman stated that the amend-

ments had been approved by the

Electoral Reform Society.

Procedural motions were then

put to refer the motion either to

the next UGM or the Permanent

Working Party but before this

was decided quorum was called

by Miss Caroline Scott of Elec

Eng | and the meeting closed at

2:17pm.

WIST DRIVE
FAILS

An attempt to clamp down on

offensive advertising material in

College failed yesterday when the

Union General Meeting was

declared inquorate.

A motion was to have been

proposed,by a representative of

Women in Science and Tech-

nology (WIST), the women’s

rights group, after the public-

ation of an allegedly offensive

cover on Guildsheet, the City

and Guilds Union magazine. In

addition, complaints had been

made about a poster advertising

the H G Wells Society. The

motion suggested that on receipt

of a petition signed by twenty or

more Union members, the

House Committee should con

sider a complaint concerning

any offensive poster. If this

€omplaint were to be upheld, the

offending society would be

fined, and after two offences

permission for that society. to

display posters would be with-

drawn.

At present any posters for

display may only be put up with

the permission of the Union

Publicity Officer or the Hon-

orary Secretary. In the past,

however, permission has been

reasonably automatic, subject to

the Publicity Rules.

In the proposed amendment,

Mary Freeman was going to

draw attention to several posters

which had been found offensive

by certain groups at college.

Although officials of Wellsoc

were considering making a

formal apology at the UGM, it

was declared inquorate before

this was possible. The motion is

expected to come up at the next

quorate UGM.

WHO'S A PRETTY BOY THEN?



Be eeeNEWS
RCS Freshers’ UGM erupts into acrimonious debate

over ‘sexist’ beauty contest as Bobby Joe Stein is

proclaimed as......

A RIGHT-DOWN REGULAR ROYAL QUEEN !

A fourteen stone male chemist was elected Queen of Jez at the Royal

College of Science UGM on Monday. This followed a narrowly

defeated motion to abolish the post as ‘sexist and deliberately

uninteresting’.

Bobby Joe Stein: ‘I think it’s most

unfair.’

The motion was proposed by

the glamorous Philip Nathan,

who in an eloquent speech

denounced the competition,

asserting that it actively dis-

courages women from entering

science and technology in

general and the RCS in parti-

cular. Voting was close enough

for a recount to be necessary; the

motion was finally defeated by

twenty votes over two hundred.

Six candidates then stood for

the post; four girls, Dave

Watson (who stood to prove

that the election was not sexist)

and Bobby Jo Stein (who stood

to prove that it was). Mr Stein

(in a gas mask) was duly re-

turned to the post. His duties,

will involve accompanying Jez

on all Rag stunts and adding

glamour to RCS functions.

As part of his prize, he

receives a half-ticket for the

Silwood Ball(which half?) and

traditionally RCS President Karl

Schmidt must take him out to

dinner—but Mr Schmidt hopes

that this tradition can be

discontinued.

Phil Nathan: ‘I wouldn’t want to be

stuck up as a sex symbol on Jez’.

Back in

the Lion’s

Den
Reggie, the Scwt six foot long

concrete lion was formally

presented to Kings College

London by the Royal College of

Science Union on Tuesday

afternoon.

The Kings College Students’

Union mascot was stolen last

February durjng a spate of

successful RCS mascotry raids.

Two weeks later, a team from

City and Guilds rescued him for

their own purposes. After

several months of non-co-

operation Kings admitted that

they would like Reggie back, and

-a ransom of a hundred pints of

blood for the Blood Transfusion

service, a £40 donation to IC

Rag and a second donation to an

undisclosed charity was negoti-

ated. The exchange was arrang-

ed for Tuesday, after the City

and Guilds UGM at which

Reggie was spirited away by the

RCS. Karl Schmidt, President of

RCS, informed Kings that the

hand over would go ahead as.

arranged, but with the RCS

. Claiming .the glory.

RCSU Mascotry Team with their Prizes
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Frying

Tonight

Residents of Montpelier Hall

failed to notice a fire in a

neighbouring shop last Sunday,

assuming that the smoke and

smells of burning were from their

barbecue.

Last Sunday the postgraduate

residents of Montpelier Hall

were invited to.a welcoming

barbecue in their garden. The

queueing for food began early

- and people on the upper floors, -

_ enticed into the garden by the

smell of smoke, were surprised

to find that only raw sausages,

burgers and kebabs awaited

them.

Later, while the food was

being cooked the cause of the

earlier delicious, smoky smell

was ascertained—the Knights-

bridge Pavilion of Antiques was

quietly burning a short distance

away on the Brompton Road.

The evening proceeded tothe

sound of Montpelierites obli-

viously chinking glasses and

firemen breaking glass with

their hatchets.

It was not until the barbecue

was well under way that all the

students realised the scale of the

emergency.

Alan Swann

Dr Alan Swann, who qualified

four years ago at the University

of Southampton, comes to take

up some of Tony Haines’ duties

at the Health Centre. He will be

lending a particularly knowing

and confidential ear to the

emotional, sexual and medical

problems of the students. A

display of contraceptives is

already up in the waiting room,

and furthermore he plans

education in preventive medicine

and first aid.

Gill Thallon

Gill Thallon, the housekeeper of

Selkirk and Tizard Halls, will be

“leaving College in November to

have a baby. FELIX would like

to congratulate Gill and her

husband: and wish them every

happiness’ with their family.

Small Ads
©26” wheel racing bike, 5spd gears,
£500no0. Please contact Roger Farbey,
int 3984/3854.

@(Jumbo) guitar inc soft. case, £35.
Contact Roger Farbey, int 3984/3854.

®Girl wanted to share room in all girls
flat, nearest tube Putney Bridge,
kitchen, bathroom, large garden,
phone, plus all mod cons, rent £22pw,
4 Burstock Rd, Putney, :785-6952.

@Flatshare available now in Hamlet
Gdns: two people, together or singly,
needed now. College flat, rent approx

£20pw. Contact Adam Rose, 748-3655.

@Share-a-Fare If you are interested in
. car-sharing coming into College
please give detailsof your journey and
state where you want or are offering a
lift. Write these on a postcard and

send them to 6M19 Huxley Building

(Maths). A list will be compiled and
sent out to participants and. depart-

mental libraries.

@Ski Club: For anyone interested in
learning to ski or ski competitively. We

will be visiting a dry ski slope twice a
week, where tuition. will be available.
There is a skiing trip, to the Alps
planned. Please contact Club Captain

W Steen (ME3) via letter-racks or ring
736-5526.

@Keep fit to music: Any ladies wishing

to join us come to Beit Hall Gym 12:45

on Mondays or 12:30 on Fridays.

Experienced teacher. No. charge.

CBA. Exec Meeting 12:30, Fri Oct 8,

@®ACC meeting, 6:30, Mon” Oct 12,
ULR. Please ensure that at least one

committee member from each club is

present. —

@Mens Lacrosse: If anyone is inter-

ested in playing for the. University,

please contact Mike Slatcher via Aero
3 letter-racks. No experience neces-

sary. - ‘

Martin Taylor is the devil incarnate in

the film Brimstone & Treacle; if any
other Martin Taylors are interested in

getting together. a group to see the

film, please contact Martin S Taylor or

J Martin Taylor via FELIX.

Girl wanted to share flat,,12b Hamlet

Gdns, ring 741-7095 or contact Helen

Bolt via Civ Eng letter-racks.

’ @My sincerest thanks to Marika,

Chrstine, Dan, Mike; Phil; Geoff, Guy,
Neil, Rugby and everyone else who

helped make Tuesday’s party the best

ever—Peter.
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The Welfare Officer at Freshers’

Fair demonstrates a new type of

contraceptive.

Welsh Letter
Imperial College Union has

received a communication in

Welsh from the students union

of the University of Aberystwyth.

The letter (fortunately with a

translation enclosed) informed

him that the Aberystwyth

Students’ Union is considering

disaffiliating from the National

Union of Students. As IC is one

of the few colleges outside Scot-

land not to be connected with

the NUS, they are seeking advice

and encouragement.

Winking Off
The Rag Tiddlywinks stunt has

been postponed until next’

Saturday because of possible

police intervention over licensing

laws.

Traditionally, IC students

have always tiddlywinked along

Oxford Street on the first

Saturday of term; this has

always been considered the

Freshers’ Rag Stunt. But after

last year’s controversy over

street collecting licenses, Scot-

land Yard informed the Union

that if they went ahead on

Saturday they would be prose-

cuted, despite the Multiple

Scelerosis Society withdrawing

their complaint after the Rag

Committee had offered to collect

for MS funds.

Several attempts to find a way

around the law were made, but

all of them failed. The most

original of these was that

tiddlywinking down Oxford

Street had been done since 1968,

and was therefore a folk tradition

and exempt from the regulations.

The Metropolitan Police wrote

back enclosing a copy cf the

Miscellaneous Provisions Act of

1916 (section 5, regulation 3(1),

schedule 2) which imposes a

minimum precedent of thirty

years on folk traditions.

At a meeting of the Union

Executive last week, it was

decided to proceed in defiance of

the police, but along Kings Road

to avoid the waiting constabulary

in Oxford Street. King’s Road is

London’s second busiest shop-

ping street and, a collection in

excess of £1,000 for charity was

expected. But at a further

meeting on Wednesday, it was

revealed that Mencap (the

society for the mentally handi-

capped) had licences which

would allow the Union to collect

for them on the following

Saturday, and so the committee

agreed that under the circum-

stances it would: be wiser to

postpone the event until Saturday

week.

As an alternative Rag stunt

for tomorrow, the RCSU will be

selling Rag Mags at the Univer-

sity of Kent in Canterbury,

leaving Beit Arch at 9:30am.

All Work

and

No Play
‘Students in the department of |’
Management Science have been

prevented from attending intro- |.

ductory events organised by the

College and Union. The depart-

ment have organised formal |)

classes for the first Monday and

Tuesday of term and, there are |

also classes timetabled for

Wednesday afternoon which clash

with sports club trials.

This action was taken despite |,

an agreement between the Board

of Studies and the Union that no |
classes be organised for the first |;

Monday and Tuesday of term

and that Wednesday afternoons |.

should be left free for students to

participate in the sports and

recreational clubs.

The head of the Management

Science department, Professor

Eilon refused to comment and

suggested that any queries

involving timetabling should be

addressed to the College Regis-

trar.

New Refectory — Whining
a

and Dining
The new Union Lounge bar

opened on Monday to a varied

reception from staff and students

alike.

As foreseen, there have been

Stephen Goulder, ICU Presi-

dent, said that he was flattered

by their enquiry and would reply

as soon as he had mastered the

language.

Balancing

the Books

Students could soon be charged

for use of the Science Museum

Library in Imperial College

Road. This follows a recommen-

dation in the Rayner Report on

rationalisation of the civil service.

At present the library is open

to all postgraduate students and

research assistants, and in some

cases to third year under-

graduates. A levy of thirty pence

on each book issued is now

planned and there could be a

reduction in the number of

periodicals kept in stock.

Union President Steve

Goulder and External Affairs

Officer Simon Rodan have

officially protested that they

were not notified of the planned

changes, which are totally

unacceptable to the Union. Mr

Goulder described the plans as

an act of gross ingratitude on the

part of the library, which already

has all rent, heating and lighting

paid by the College.
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Simon Perry, Refectory Committee Chairman. Bob Schroter, and

Deputy Catering Manager Martin Parsons agree there are too few

chairs (or too many tables) in the new refectory.

some teething problems. Refec-

tory staff have complained that

the kitchens are excessively hot

and students have complained

that the food is not. Other

complaints have mostly con-

cerned quality of the hot meals,

which seems to have deteriorated

since Monday; the procedufe of

cooking food in the Sherfield

Refectory and re-heating it in the

new kitchens does not appear to

work.

The salads and ploughman’s

lunches have proved most

popular, and approach the

standards of those served in the

Royal College of Art refectory,

while being rather cheaper. The

rolls from behind the bar are still

generally all sold by 1:30pm.

Refectory Committee Chair-

man Dr Bob Schroter’s initial

reaction was very favourable.,

The fittings and decor have been.

criticised because the rooms

looks as if building was finished

in a hurry, which it was. The

bare painted walls need posters!

or other decoration, and there is’

no clock. In general the new

service is acceptable but not

spectacular.


