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NO MORE
WANKING
IN WEEKS
-OFFICIAL

Senior Warden Dr Don Monro
has proposed plans to house two
students in single rooms in Weeks
Hall, of which he is also Warden,
next year.

Weeks Hall is a mixed Hall
with 64 single rooms and it is
proposed to “double up” eight of
these. The plan will involve
putting bunk beds in the rooms
and has been put forward as a
means of offering all freshers a
place in residence.

There has been widespread
objections to the idea on the
grounds that the rooms are much
too small.

ICU President Mr Nick Mor-
ton was told of the scheme several
weeks ago and agreed ‘‘in
principle”. Neither he nor Dr
Monro consulted any students. It
was only when a student became
aware of the scheme and objected
that the Union decided to oppose
it, although they could not
formulate policy as Council was
inquorate on Monday.

Union Welfare Officer Mr
Nick Pyne discussed the scheme
at yesterday’s Halls Sub- Com-
mittee meeting, but the outcome
is unknown at the time of going
to press.

President-elect Steve Goulder
said “It’ll stop on July Ist,”” while
as an alternative to testing the
scheme on students, FELIX
Editor Mr Mark Smith suggested
that Dr Monro and his sub-
warden test the scheme them-
selves by sharing a room during
the summer (hence facilitating
the use of their flats for the
Summer Letting Scheme too).

More details should be avail-
able next week.
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REFECTORY TO

CLOSE!

A plan to close the Union Lower Refectory and open a pub-style food outlet in the Union
Lower Lounge was revealed by IC Union President Nick Morton late last week. The proposals,

first discussed as long ago as February, include the possibility of demolishing the recently

built partition in the Lower Lounge.

Morton brings house down

Residents of the Montpelier St. Hall have at last gained the
support of the Union President Mr Nick Morton over their
complaints about the current state of the building.

‘A typical Montpelier St bathroom; note view to room below
(right) and mallet (foreground). Photo Jane Williams.

The discovery of dry rot in the Hall has led to extensive repair work,
involving serious rioise and dust problems during the vital examination
period.

Mr Morton was informed over two weeks ago that a group of
residents had written to Student Services complaining about the
current work and the lack of facilities in the Hall. Some had refused to
pay rent but Mr Morton told FELIX that “I’'m going to do abosultely
nothing for them until they come up to the Union Office to see
me—and you can quote me on that!” :

Earlier this week a résident approached the President with a copy of
their letter and he finally agreed to act on their behalf,

When FELIX visited the building on Tuesday workmen from the
Phoenix Restoration Company showed us the extent of the rot. They
are at present completing work on the kitchens and bathrooms on one
side of the building up to the second floor, which have been out of use
for over a month. When these are in use again they will start on the
same areas in the other side of the Hall.

The process of restoration involves ripping away plaster and wood,
treating affected surfaces and then replacing these materials. This
results in a certain amount of very unpleasant dust, as well as noise and
inconvenience. Dry rot, we ‘were informed does spread very quickly
and the workman said it was necessary to treat it as soon as possible
before many floors and ceilings became unsafe.
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The proposals originate from the
College Refectory Committee,
‘chaired by Dr R. Schroter and
were the subject of extensive
discussions yesterday afternoon
between Mr Nick Morton,
Acting DP Miss Christine Teller
and concerned parties in the
College administration. These no
doubt include Refectory Mana-
ger Victor Mooney, the manager
of the Lower Refectory and
representatives from the Estates
department (who would employ
people to knock down the
partition which they employed
people to build last summer!).

The closing of the Lower Refec-
tory would, in Nick Morton’s
eyes, be favourable, he thinks
that the space can be used by the
Union for other purposes includ-
ing sports (table tennis, badmin-
ton, etc.) and the usual use for
discos.

The old cloakroom at the foot
of the central Union staircase
would be used as a kitchen and a
hole knocked into the Lower
Lounge to act as a serving area.
This would mean that the games
machines would have to be
moved and, under the current
plan, these would be placed in
the Ents Room while Ents would
be moved to the Lower Refectory
kitchen.

Efficiency of service under the
new scheme would have to be
very good; a pub style outlet
would have to satisfy the large
number of students who currently
arrive in the Lower Refectory
around 12:30pm. No details of
Mr Mooney’s plans are known at
the time of going to press, but it is
clear that the move would
involve substantial problems for
a man who cannot adequately
|[run the present system.

Free!



Dear Mark

I feel it’s about time the
events of the South Atlantic
got a mention in the pages of
FELIX. Many of the more
ignorant and ill-informed
students around College think

they are only here to get a.

degree so wider political issues
are irrelevant to their self-
contained, insular cocoon of
self delusion and well worn
platitudes. I would like to
point out to those people that
they are living in the real
world and its about time they
grew up and opened their
eyes to this fact; College is an
ideal forum for intelligent
debate of the important
political issues which concern
each and every one of us.
Returning to the Falklands,
I fail to see why this anachron-

, istic remnant of bygone
British Imperialism has to cost
this country thirty odd lives to
date, and several billion
pounds which could be far

mention the lives of three
hundred Argentinians, who
are, after all, only pawns in
the power strategy of a
contemptible fascist regime
guilty of innumerable vio-
lations of human rights.

The government has, of
course, as with all its policies,
acted high handedly and
without due consideration of
the consequences, motivated
solely by the desire to reflate
its popularity in the hope of
winning the next election.
The decision to send the task
force fits into the predictable
pattern of events one is now
conditioned to expect from
the emotionless zombies who
are clinging to power by any
means they can. %

To them, it seems perfectly
natural to waste £10billion
pounds on a ludicrous naval
exercise around the Falkland
Islands rather than spending
it to create employment for
some of the 3m unemployed.

They chose their present
high handed militaristic

course of action, which puts’

them in a comparible league
as the Argentinian junta,
rather than over a sensible
and peaceful solution. The
Islanders should have been
given the chance of being
evacuated and flown back to
Britain and then sovereignity

better spent elsewhere, not to.

immediately handed over to
the islands rightful owners,
the Argentinians, instead of
which the government has
dug us into an untenable
position which it is trying
through its intransigence to
maintain. I would hope that a
motion in support of the
Argentinians claim to the
Falklands will receive support
from all the thinking members
of this College at the next
UGM.
Yours
R.S. Alexander

Dear Sir
Last Saturday’s Rag Fete
was a great success, and I'd
like to thank everybody who
came along but in particular
the Minesmen who not only
had a good turnout of stalls
(including the peep show!)
but seemed to be the only
students spending money, and
carrying off most of the Raffle
prizes. Cheers lads.
Yours
John (RSM VP)
PS: The poor Moggie’s
been on paracetamol all week
and still isn’t the better for the
28 passengers she carried.

Dear Mark :

Isn’t it about time that Rag
changed its charity, For the
three years that I’ve been
here, the money has always
gone to the National Deaf
Children’s Society. It’s a
worthy cause I'm sure, but

there are also many other
worthy charities:

So why has the NDCS
received so much support
from Rag? Is it that the Rag
Committee is so busy trying to
stay in tack and suppress
internal squabbling that it
hasn’t any time to decide to
whom the money should be
given; or is it that they are so
unimaginative that they can’t
think of another charity.

I'm told that there is a
meeting at which all this is
decided; if so, it’s never been
sufficiently advertised. If the
Rag Committee expects
people to participate in
collecting and raising money,
then it ought to allow them to
have some say in where it
goes.

Yours sincerely
: Graeme Shaw

PS: OK—say it’s not con-
structive criticism, but
willing to provide suggestions,
if they tell me when the
meeting is.

I'm

Dear Mark
I have to protest about the
lack of controversy in FELIX
614. You have left me with
nothing to correct or complain
about. I have nothing against
accurate factual reporting in
principle but I do appreciate
the regular opportunity to
scribe you a note. Kindly
ensure this does not happen
again.
Yours

Nick

e e T e —
Obituary

Richard Tate

But he will be remembered best for his sense
of humour and friendliness towards everyone.
Who but Richard would compose and record a
musical jingle for his telephone answering
machine? His openness about his own life
made it easy for his friends to share any of
their problems with him. He will be missed by
everyone he came into contact with.

Richard Tate, a research assistant in the
Department of Computing, was hit and killed
by a train on Wednesday, May 12, at the age of
31.

On graduating from Brasenose College,
Oxford, where he was awarded an MA in
mathematics, he worked at Cortaulds for
several years before moving to Zambia to join
a mining firm. Returning to England in 1978 he
took an MSc in Computing at IC and was
placed top in his year. He then worked for
Scicon for a short while before returning to the
Department as a Research Assistant.

Richard possessed considerable musical and
artisitic abilities about which he was almost
embarrassingly modest. As well as singing lead
in the barbershop quartet ‘Four to a Bar’, well
known to IC students, he played several
musical instruments well and was a talented
composer and arranger. While in Zambia he.
was musical director of a production of Oliver,
a job which involved rearranging the entire
score to suit the range and abilities of
musicians available. His skills as a graphic
artist will be remembered not only by those
who visited his flat or received a Christmas
card from him, but even by anyone who
passed by his office door.

MST

Richard Tate had shown himself to be a person
of outstanding promise. He had already made
a major contribution to the research work of
the department. For nine months he was a
leading member of the Augusta project team,
work which culminated in papers presented at
a conference at the NPL where Richard’s
contribution was widely considered to be the
most outstanding. He had already actively
entered into the planning of a new project
showing great insight and judgement.

He had also demonstrated a flair for
teaching both in lectures, where his artistic
talents were used to the full, and in supervising
projects. He will be sadly missed by all his
colleagues.

VAD
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