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RAPE IN SOUTHSIDE!
This could be next week’s headline

= The security of the Southside Halls of Residence has still not

Riff-raff at STOIC

Richard O’Brien who wrote the music, screenplay and starred
in The Rocky Horror Picture Show and the recently released
Shock Treatment was interviewed by STOIC in the College
TV Studio on Wednesday, January 13.
In Shock Treatment, Richard plays the evil Cosmo

McKinley (pictured above). For full review see back page.
The interview willbe broadcast by STOIC on Tuesday at

1:00pm and 6:00pm.
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been adequately improved following the rape which occurred
there over one and a half years ago and numerous thefts. A
new system of electronic locks has not yet been installed,
despite indications from the Estates section that they would
do so over the Christmas vacation.

Following a rape in the basement of Southside in May 1980 it was
decided that access to the halls was too easy and that a new system of
locks should be installed. The main problem was fire doors would have
to be locked, so an electronic system was necessary with locks linked to
the fire alarm system which would automatically open ifa fire broke out.
A system was suggested and a quotation obtained. This proved ‘‘too

expensive” and was shelved when major structural changes were pro-
posed to combat the same problem.

A less expensive system was investigated last year which, at a cost of *
approximately £3,500, would adequately do the job. The Chief Security
Officer, Mr Reeves, persuaded Estates that this system would be needed
if the structural changes went ahead or not.

Union Pressure

Last term the Union President, Mr Nick Morton, and Welfare
Officer, Mr Nick Pyne, pressed Estates for an installation date on
Student Residence Committee. The indication was clearly given that
this would be done over the Christmas vacation, but it was not.
Mr Don Clarke, Estates Secretary, told FELIX that he did not know

why the system had not been installed. ‘Most of my people are out
today,” he said, “the rail strike, you know.”

The reason for the delay is still not clear at the time of going to press.

QEC Merger

Off!
The proposed merger between Imperial College and Queen
Elizabeth College has been shelved for the time being.

At the end of last term the draft proposal from Lord Flowers and Dr
Barnes (Principal of QEC) was amended by IC’s Board of Studies. This

amended draft proposal was submitted to the Governing Body and

passed. After such changes it was not surprising that the new proposals

proved unacceptable to the Academic Board and College Council of

QEC.

The Rector, Lord Flowers, told FELIX that as far as he: was
concerned “the ‘door is still open” and that negotiations could still

continue. It seems, however, that it is up to QEC to re-approach IC.

Free!



Dear Sir

Andrew Lyall’s reply to my

letter was the predictable

outburst of feigned hurt that I

expected. His allegations are

nothing short of slanderous

and are no doubt the release

for the emotional strain

imposed upon one who has

lived in a building that is

collapsing around his ears for

five years.

Not surprisingly he makes

us scapegoats for the in-

competence of Weeks Hall

residents and lays the ills of

the world at the doors of

Garden Hall. He complained

that my letter was not based

on facts and then proceeds to

make wild and unsubstantial

allegations himself.

It is more than likely that a

Weeks ‘Hall resident put

washing powder into the

drying machine. This would

in turn explain Mr All Ly’s

observation that damp wash-

ing was removed from the

drier, as the average Weeks

Hall resident cannot dis-

tinguish between the washing

machine and the drier he

probably saw the clothes

being removed from the

washing machine and mistook

it for the drier!

Indeed I myself can cite one

occasion on which I removed

a combat jacket from the

drier and burnt my fingers on

it because it had been left in

for far too long! ;

The state of Garden Hall’s

laundry is not the fault of the

present residents and indeed

it could not possibly be as

it has been out of action since

the summer. The damage was

caused by tenants to whom

the rooms were let over the

summer. Besides breaking the

washing machine and the

drier they also stole the iron

for good measure.

Andrew Lyall has the nerve

to suggest that we apologise

for damage caused by Weeks

hall residents.I suggest that

he apologise to the residents of

Garden Hall tor the damage

he has inflicted upon our

characters by depicting us as

nothing more than vandals

and criminals.

lours oppressed

Duncan Reid

Sir

I read in FELIX 601 Mr

‘Twadowski's letter mforming

your readers of my somewhat

unsocial working hours and

remember well the incident to

which he refers.

Of course I appreciate that

a bicycle is the most economi-

cal way to travel at 5:00am,

and also that Mr Twadowski

had to unlock his bicycle

before pedalling it off into the

night, but with a hacksaw?

Your obedient servant

Barney McCabe

Dear Sir

Please could you include

the following letter which is

addressed to all tutors.

Students with tutors who do

not regularly read your

¥

-columns could draw their

attention to it:

To all tutors, :

Every pound profit that the

IC Bookshop makes goes to

the students union and there-

by eases the demands on the

College’s finances.

For example, a lecturer

who recommends an under-

graduate year to buy an ‘A’

category textbook priced

£7.50 in the Bookshop sup-

ports the College with around

£200.

In these days of severe

financial difficulties it is

therefore of vital importance

-that everyone who will be

giving a lecture course during

the academic year gives the

Bookshop the chance to

supply the “recommended”

textbooks.

To enable us to do this, it is

of the utmost importance that

we know what books you will

be recommending before the

course starts, not as is happen-

ing now, telling us after the

course has started. This is not

fair to your students or to the

Bookshop. We try very hard

to stock all recommended

hooks, but we can only do it

with your help.

Roy Hicks

Bookshop Manager

Dear Mark

I would like to draw a small

matter to the attention of the

student populace of IC. So

Here goes....i.,

Did you know that the

Union has been allocated

approx £750 to buy fiction

works and magazines for the

Haldane Library? I repeat,

£750 of YOUR MONEY to

buy books for YOUR plea-

sure and perusal. So, if you

want to read the latest

international bestselling

blockbuster or something

more literary such as ““My

Friend, Mr Leakey” (Barney

McCabe’s favourite) without

having to shell out for it, then

this is what you do. Either fill

in a request form in the

Haldane Library or drop a

note into my pigeonhole. I

await your requests with

interest.

Yours nopefully

Alun Griffiths

Chem Eng 3

Dear Sir

I'd like to make a few

observations about last week’s

‘Soapbox’ article.

Frankly, it seems to me that

Frank James is contradicting

himself. He accuses the

Creationists of meglomania

(though for the life of me I

can’t see why!) and of in-

tolerance of deviation and

pluralism of belief; and vet,

while he grants the right of

free belief to all, he strongly

objects to the Creationists

daring to state their unortho-

dox views.

As to the absurdity of such

ideas: has it ever occurred to

him to wonder why the

biblical order of Creation

(Genesis | vs 1-26) is exactly

the same as the order of

evolution of life that he holds

as true? Remembering that

the Hebrew for ‘day’ may also

be translated ‘age’, and that

the Bible was never written as

a science textbook, the simi-

larity is really quite remark-

able.

Of course, if such views are

so absurd why suppress them,

since suppression will only

strengthen them. Why _ not

give the Creationists their say,

since surely no-one will

believe them.

A point worth noting is tha:

Darwin is probably not

revolving in his pine box. He

was a Christian, and said

himself that he saw no reason

why his theories should

disturb a Christian’s view-

point, and I agree with him.

Frank James may like to

choose to be an animal; but I

believe that God made me,

and that’s really something to

be proud of.

Yours

L. Mercer

Dear Mark

Amazingly I have just

discovered an anagram for

Nick Morton that I am sure

nobody else has noticed:

Rector’s doormat.

As you can Clearly see it is

only a round dozen letters

out.

Yours

Michelle Wright

Chem Eng 2

Dear Sir

The Wisden-like recall of

great IC cricket events by

Ken Weale (FELIX, Oct 23

1981) should be extended in

the style of other noteworthy

statisticians such as Bill

Frindall. Weale is correct in

stating that Dwarf, Gnome

and Stumpy Chimp have

scored centuries on the Devon

tour. But can he actually be

unaware that of these elfin

batsmen one, Gnome, _per-

formed the feat twice—in

successive innings? Surely a

detail of immense significance.

Should any aspiring centur-

ion believe that the necessary

prerequisite is to have ac-

quired a similarly picturesque

appellation, he will be dis-

couraged to learn that in an

era even more lost in the mists

of time than that of Dwarf

and Gnome, the magic score

was achieved by someone

with the lacklustre name of

.Bland. ‘Wisden’ Weale will

correct me ifI am wrong.

Continued on page 4
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Union given

Open Door

I@ Union is shortly to make a

television programme for the

BBC2 Open Door series. Follow-

ing an unexpected phone call last

term, Union President Nick

Morton yesterday met the

producer to discuss the matter.

This ended a period of silence on

the of Auntie Beeb; two

years have passed since the then

Hon Secretary Roger Stotesbury

submitted the application.

Open Door will allow students

here to make a programme about

virtually anything. A film crew

and facilities are to be

used, with the BBC paying the

bill. Seemingly, neither the

part

studio

content nor the style of the

programme have definitely been

decided yet.

Only weeks between the

date of notification and the

actual transmission is given by

Open Door. So IC should be

broadcasting to the nation at

SIX

some time this term.

NMiedia

Evening

On Monday evening IC Union

Publications Board hosted the

first ever ‘‘Media Evening”’.

The event, held in the College

TV Studios, included displays by

FELIX, IC Radio, The Phoenix,

Alternative Prospectus and

STOIC. Members of the College

administrative staff were invited,

including Lord and Lady

Flowers. The intention was to

give these people a chance to

meet the students who work on

the College media.

It was generally felt that the

evening was a great success.

Lectures to

cease?

There is a possibility that the

Tuesday lunchtime Humanities

lecture programme will be

suspended for the next session.

The Humanities Committee

has been asked by College to

submit a plan for a twenty per

cent reduction in expenditure

over a three year period. The

plan includes suspension of the

Tuesday lunchtime lectures and

a reduction in language classes.

However, the plans have not

yet been implemented and may

be avoided, if possible.

the title ‘Nuclear War in Europe’.

Nuclear War
P |

in Europe !

Beginning at the END

Last Tuesday lunchtime, a crowd of about 200 gathered to hear
Professor Robert Neild, Prof of Economics, Cambridge
University give the first of a series of lunchtime lectures under

Prof Neild began by recalling the recent rise of interest in nuclear
disarmament due to the non-ratification of SALT2. the planned
installation of Cruise missiles in Europe, the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, and the election of President Reagan.
When NATO was originally formed in 1949 there was a big

imbalance in conventional forces between the still heavily armed
Soviet Union and the economically weak Western European states, the
idea being that American nuclear forces would compensate for this
with massive ‘retaliation’ in the event of Russian invasion of Western
Europe. Since then, the United States has lost its nuclear dominance,
and smaller, tactical nuclear weapons have been developed—both
factors leading to the possibility that Europe would be sacrificed using
such devices rather than the US mounting ‘massive retaliation’.

Russian threat

There are two views of the Russian threat, according to the
Professor. One jis the ‘Islamic’ viewpoint—that the Russians
continually want to expand by invasion, and the other the ‘ripe fruit’
theory—that the Russians wait for capitalist collapse and revolution to
bring Communist governments to power, which can then be ‘helped’
by intervention. The ‘ripe fruit’ theory, he said, is the more accurate,
apart from the case of E. Europe, which was occupied during WW2
and is now a buffer zone against the West. In fact, the situation. is
rather reassuring in W. Europe, since these countries are properous,
and there is little chance of Communist revolution. But in E. Europe,
central planning and oppression has failed, leading Prof Neild to
conclude that the Soviet forces there are for garrison purposes against
local revolt rather than for offensive anti-Western reasons. The only
chance of the US and the Soviet Union coming to blows is over Third
World involvement—but even this would tend to be at armslength.
Comparing the policies of deterrence and defence, he saw deterrence as
being analogous to arming yourself with a sword, to frighten your
opponent, and thus provoking him to arm himself. Purely defensive

policies (as practised by Switzerland and Sweden, say) he saw as a
shield, without threat to anyone but an invader, and this not sparking
an arms race.

Next Tuesday, Field Marshall the Lord Carver,
‘Nuclear Weapons in Europe’ as the next part of this series.

es oe

ICON stops production

Editorial Board decides

is to talk on

cease publication by pressures

from College, they state.

The Editorial Board of ICON,

the Imperial College Review,

have decided to suspend publica-

tion indefinitely due to the

current financial situation.

In the last issue, which will be

published on February 5, they

state that they no longer feel that

they are justified in asking for a

subsidy from College funds and

that the decision was entirely

theirs. They were not forced to

The last issue contains,

amongst other things, reviews of

the Alfred Lammer print display

in the Consort Gallery, the RCS

Centenary Concert given by IC

Orchestra, the Operatic Society

performance at Saint James’

Church, Piccadilly and the IC

Choir Christmas Concert.

Reactor

fusion

with IC?

The third discussion document

published this week by the

Universities’ Committee on

Academic Organisation (other-

wise known as the Swinnerton-

Dyer Committee) recommends

that the University of London

Reactor Centre (ULRC) at

Silwood Park should become

part of Imperial College.

The committee, after looking

at possible rationalization of

colleges in its first two discussion

documents, has now examined

the central activities of the
university. These include ULRC,

the Senate Institutes, the central

library facilities, ULU and the

central administration, amongst

other things,

In the case of the reactor

centre which is already managed

and mainly used by IC, the

suggestion is for IC to take over

the centre entirely, receiving

extra grant to cover running

costs. It is hoped that costs could

be reduced by selling services to

outside users. The current cost of

£220,000 per year could, it is
suggested, be 50% covered by

such income.

Praise for ULU

The section on student facili-

ties is full of praise for the

University of London Union

(ULU). After mentioning the

part played by ULU in repre-

senting students on the Senate, it

examines the trading activities.

The conclusion is “The Union

building seems to us one of the
most efficient and economical

institutions in the University.”
Thus no turther cuts are recom-

mended for ULU.

The document is also very

complimentary to IC, whilst
justifying the direct UGC

funding, which the College alone

in the University enjoys. “For a

generation it has been national

policy to build up Imperial

College to be one of the foremost
scientific and technological

institutions in the World—to be
Britain’s counterpart to MIT.”
And, in the words of Lord
Wilberforce, ‘‘The nation,
having willed the end, must will
the means.”

Copies of the discussion
document are available for
inspection in the IC Union
Office.
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