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EDITORIAL. 

SPRING IN THE AIR. 
T h i s b e i n g our l a s t I s s u e t h i s terra, and S p r i n g b e i n g 

i n the a i r , FELIX I s i n g e n i a l mood, and our thoughts are 
t u r n i n g t o the b e s t way of spending the E a s t e r v a c a t i o n . 
T h i s i s the season when the young man's f a n c y l i g h t l y t u r n s 
t o thoughts of l o v e ( f o r a change!), when we emerge from 
our w i n t e r h i b e r n a t i o n and d i s c o v e r t h a t Nature i s W o n d e r f u l , 
and s t a r t t o t h i n k of our summer p u r s u i t s . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , f o r the poor I.C. s t u d e n t t h i s season 
i s overshadowed by the r e a l i s a t i o n t h a t Nemesis i s n e a r l y 
upon him, t h a t the dreaded exams. are o n l y a few weeks beyond 
the end of the E a s t e r v a c . When he t h i n k s about t h i s h i s 
brow becomes s t e r n and he g r i m l y determines t o use the f o u r 
weeks r e s p i t e t o c a t c h up w i t h a l l the work he has not done 
i n the l a s t two t erms. 

However, i t o n l y needs a l i t t l e s u n shine and the s m e l l 
of a f r e s h s p r i n g day t o d i s p e l t h e s e gloomy thoughts and 
good r e s o l u t i o n s , f o r a f t e r a l l t h e r e are some seven weeks 
f o r the summer term b e f o r e exams, and i f t h e s e seven weeks 
are t o be f u l l y used, s u r e l y one s h o u l d r e l a x now? E x c e l l e n t -
Nature wins a g a i n . 

H a v i n g thus t a l k e d h i m s e l f i n t o d o i n g what he wanted 
t o do anyway, our s t u d e n t t h e n s e t s about e n j o y i n g h i m s e l f , 
and i n c i d e n t a l l y , what b e t t e r time c o u l d t h e r e be f o r a 
b r i e f v i s i t t o the C o n t i n e n t ? 

When next term comes, the F l a p w i l l be on, but we s h a l l 
be r e f r e s h e d i n body and mind t o cope w i t h i t . I t i s a 
c o n s t a n t source of amazement t o each s u c c e s s i v e g e n e r a t i o n of 
s t u d e n t s j u s t how much can be a c h i e v e d i n those few b r i e f 
weeks of the summer term, i n s p i t e of the v a s t number of 
d i v e r s i o n s w h i c h appear. 

The r e g r e t t a b l e t h i n g about t h i s i s t h a t the normal 
h e a l t h y young man s h o u l d spend h i s summer out of d o o r s , not 
s t u f f i n g i n h i s room and brown-bagging. The s t a n d a r d of I.C. 
c r i c k e t i s not up t o U n i v e r s i t y s t a n d a r d because of the 
d i f f i c u l t y of f i n d i n d time t o p r a c t i c e , and the Boat Club's 
Henly e i g h t s u f f e r s from the l a c k of good oarsmen who w i l l 
not row a f t e r E a s t e r . 

What a p i t y wo have t o have exams, i n the summer. 
What a p i t y we have t o have exams! 

Anyway, we w i s h a l l our r e a d e r s a v e r y happy E a s t e r . 

NICKEJ.ODQUrvS IN THE AIR. 

I.C. has s u d d e n l y been s t r u c k by an epidemic of 
p u t t i n g n i c k e l s i n n i c k e l o d e o n s .Wherever one goes, somebody 
w i l l be w h i s t l i n g humming or " r e n d e r i n g " the tune i n some 
way, and at S a t u r d a y hops the r e c o r d i s g r e e t e d w i t h 
a c c l a m a t i o n and a gay j o i n i n g i n of the c h o r u s e s . L a s t y e a r 
the same t h i n g happened w i t h " C i g a r e t t e s and Whiskey", 

What makes the s e tunes suddenly p o p u l a r ? Not the t u n e , 
s u r e l y , f o r t h e r e i s l i t t l e enough of i t , I t might be the 
c a t c h y rhythm, a l t h o u g h i t i s not u n i q u e i n t h i s , p o s s i b l y 
the r a t h e r s u g g e s t i v e words, or j u s t the p e r s o n a l i t y of the 
s i n g e r . Anyway, who c a r e s ? put i t on a g a i n , Reg! 
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OH BEING EXCHANGED. 
About s i x weeks ago I walked " i n t o the Union f o r the f i r s t 

time i n twelve-months and was almost• immediately, -.co'rnered In-: the 
d r a u g h t y p a r t of the b a r by a d e t e r m i n e d i n d i v i d u a l who s a i d a l l 
i n one b r e a t h " H a l l o , have you had a good t r i p ? W i l l you have^ 
a d r i n k ? ' . ' . ' i l l you w r i t e f o r P a l i : : ? " 
B e i n g c o m p e l l e d t o answer th e f i r s t two q u e r i e s i n the 
a f f i r m a t i v e , and r e a l i s i n g w i t h most u n u s u a l c i r c u m s p e c t i o n 
t h a t t h i s was one of those a l l or n o t h i n g s i t u a t i o n s , I knew 
t h a t i t would be r e g a r d e d as a t l e a s t u n g r a c i o u s not t o r e p l y 
to the t h r i d q u e s t i o n "Yes, but who i s F e l i x ? " I know b e t t e r 
of c o u r s e by now. As soon as he r e a l i s e d t h a t I'd committed 
m y s e l f the d e t e r m i n e d i n d i v i d u a l c a r r i e d on "We have to go t o 
p r e s s on Monday". He has o f f e r e d me t h i s same p i e c e o f 
g r a t u i t o u s i n f o r m a t i o n once e a c h f o r t n i g h t ever s i n c e ; so h e r e , 
a f t e r the f o u r t h t ime of a s k i n g , we are. I thought a t f i r s t 
t h a t I might attempt t o make t h i s account e i t h e r a l p h a b e t i c a l 
of c h r o n o l o g i c a l but changed my mind and d e c i d e d i n the end 
to l e t i t be more of a haphazard h i s t o r y . I f you have a 
p i g e o n - h o l e t y p e o f mind you'd b e t t e r not r e a d any f u r t h e r * 
and i f the E d i t o r doesn't l i k e i t he'd b e t t e r not type any 
f u r t h e r . 

There are innumerable a n g l e s t o C o l l e g e l i f e anywhere 
and a f t e r my e x p e r i e n c e o f s p e n d i n g t w e l v e months as an 
exchange t e a c h e r a t t h e M a s s a c h u s e t t s I n s t i t u t e of Technology 
- t h e American c o u n t e r p a r t o f I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e - I c o u l d s t a r t 
almost anywhere; but b e f o r e we do b e g i n w i t h d e t a i l s i t s h o u l d 
be emphasized t h a t w h i l s t I am p o i n t i n g out some of the 
d i f f e r e n c e s between E n g l i s h ways (as e x e m p l i f i e d a t I.C.) and 
American ways (a s i l l u s t r a t e d at Tech.) t h e s e a r e o n l y i s o l a t e d 
f e a t u r e s i n a g e n e r a l p i c t u r e which i n many r e s p e c t s i s v e r y 
s i m i l a r on w h i c h e v e r s i d e o f the A t l a n t i c you happen to be 
l o o k i n g . And some of the c o n t r a s t s stem from the f a c t t h a t 
the American U n i v e r s i t y i s p r o v i d e d w i t h r a t h e r d i f f e r e n t raw 
m a t e r i a l ( i n an e n t i r e l y m e t a p h o r i c a l sense) and r e q u i r e d to 
f u r n i s h a somewhat d i f f e r e n t p r o d u c t from the E n g l i s h U n i v e r s i t y 
one consequence of t h i s i s a much l a r g e r s t u d e n t p o p u l a t i o n -
M.I.T. has over 5?000 and i s s m a l l i n c o m p a r i s o n w i t h many 
American U n i v e r s i t i e s , some of which have between 20 , 0 0 0 and 
3 0 , 0 0 0 . A g r e a t e r number i s a v a i l a b l e t h e r e f o r e f o r a l l the 
v a r i o u s C o l l e g e a c t i v i t i e s ; t h u s , f o r i n s t a n c e , t o compare 
w i t h F e l i x , M.I.T. can c a l l upon s u f f i c i e n t i n t e r e s t e d s t u d e n t s 
to produce a t w i c e - w e e k l y s i x - p a g e p u b l i c a t i o n of E v e n i n g 
S t a n d a r d s i z e . They r u n and man t h e i r own p r i n t i n g p r e s s and 
i t i s e x a c t l y a m i n i a t u r e but r e a l newspaper. T h i s must a f f o r d 
g r e a t enjoyment to the p a p e r ' s s t a f f but whether i t i s b e s t 
from t h e customer's p o i n t of v i e w i s d o u b t f u l , f o r i t i s q u i t e 
apparent t h a t t h e r e i s an i n s u f f i c i e n c y o f news and a r t i c l e s 
to w a r r a n t such f r e q u e n t i s s u e s and t h e y a r e made up of at 
l e a s t 50L a d v e r t i s e m e n t s . 

Cambridge, Mass. i s to the C i t y of B o s t o n what K e n s i n g t o n 
or W e s t m i n s t e r might be t o t h e C i t y of London, and M.I.T. b e i n g 
c e n t r a l l y s i t u a t e d i n such a l a r g e m e t r o p o l i s i s f o r t u n a t e to 
be l o c a t e d a l o n g one bank of the C h a r l e s r i v e r , w h i c h at t h a t 
p o i n t i s b o t h wide and slow. The C o l l e g e p o s s e s s e s an e x c e l l e n t 
s a i l i n g c l u b w i t h a Clubhouse j u s t a c r o s s the r o a d from i t s 
main b u i l d i n g s : i t i s t h e r e f o r e not s u r p r i s i n g t h a t i n i n t e r -
v a r s i t y s p o r t M.I.T. g a i n s most of i t s s u c c e s s e s i n s a i l i n g 
f i x t u r e s . On the whole s p o r t i n g a c t i v i t i e s a r e not p a r t i c u l a r l y 
encouraged a l t h o u g h , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n of f o o t b a l l , a l l t h e 
u s u a l American games are c a t e r e d f o r ' the major s p o r t s a r e : i n 
w i n t e r , b a s k e t b a l l and i c e - h o c k e y , and- i n summer, b a s e b a l l 
and a t h l e t i c s . M.I.T. i s q u i t e u n u s u a l amongst American 
U n i v e r s i t i e s i n not d e r i v i n g much of i t s p u b l i c i t y t h r o u g h i t s 
f o o t b a l l team; i t does not p o s s e s s a s t a d i u m c a p a b l e of h o l d i n g 
up t o SO,000 s p e c t a t o r s nor employ a coach e a r n i n g a y e a r l y 
s a l a r y of 30,1+0 or 50 thousand d o l l a r s . To quote one of t h e i r 
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e x - p r e s i d e n t s "Tech i s a p l a c e where men come to work not hoys 
to p l a y " . 

The l a r g e r number of s t u d e n t s appears t o have r e q u i r e d a 
more r i g i d o r g a n i s a t i o n o f c l a s s e s than we are accustomed 
to. I n d i v i d u a l c l a s s e s u s u a l l y comprise no' more than t h i r t y 
s t u d e n t s , w h i c h r e q u i r e s of course what seemed t o me a q u i t e 
enormous t e a c h i n g s t a f f . Formal l e c t u r e s a r e not g i v e n so much 
as hour " - i n s t r u c t i o n - p e r i o d s " ; these s t a r t a t 9 a.m. ( i n summer 
at 8 a.m.) and r u n r i g h t t h r o u g h to 5 p.m. d u r i n g a 5s day 
week w i t h some f r e e p e r i o d s depending on the i n d i v i d u a l 
t i m e t a b l e . Courses a r e based on s e t t e x t b o o k s out of which the 
i n s t r u c t o r g i v e s d a i l y homework; i n c l a s s he may go through 
p r e v i o u s l y s e t problems o r , i f n e c e s s a r y , attempt to e x p l a i n 
the t e x t . The u s u a l B.Sc. c o u r s e t a k e s f o u r y e a r s to complete; 
the system of e x a m i n a t i o n s I w i l l l e a v e t o mention i n my 
next a r t i c l e t o g e t h e r w i t h some comments on the s o c i a l and 
r e s i d e n t i a l a s p e c t s . 

M.I.T. i n c l u d e s a department of H u m a n i t i e s and about one 
course i n every s i x a t t e n d e d by the Undergrad.uate student i n 
h i s f i r s t two y e a r s i s g i v e n by t h i s department. One term i t 
might be H i s t o r y , a n o t h e r E n g l i s h and so on ( I s h o u l d mention 
t h a t t h e academic y e a r c o n s i s t s o f two 16-week t e r m s ) . I am 
q u i t e c o n v i n c e d t h a t these c o u r s e s a r e not something e x t r a 
w hich the American g e t s and t h e Englishmen does not- but t h a t 
the d i f f e r e n c e i s t h a t the E n g l i s h u n d e r g r a d u a t e has a l r e a d y 
had t h e i r c o n t e n t a t s c h o o l b e f o r e he comes t o a U n i v e r s i t y . 
From a s c h o l a s t i c p o i n t o f v i e w the American s c h o o l b o y i s not 
educated t o the same s t a n d a r d as i s the E n g l i s h boy- hence, 
as I mentioned e a r l i e r , the d i f f e r e n t ' m a t e r i a l ' on which the 
American U n i v e r s i t y has to work. 

S O I L E D M A W (\Qf\lN ' 
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PROFILE; PROFESSOR LEVY. 
I n a second f l o o r H u x l e y s t u d y , on the C h a i r of 

Mathematics s i t s P r o f . Hyman Levy, Dean of the R o y a l C o l l e g e 
of S c i e n c e and Head of t h e Mathematics Department- a f o r m i d a b l e 
c o m b i n a t i o n of r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s which he appears to c a r r y 
e f f o r t l e s s l y . T h i s i m p r e s s i o n i s suggested by the ease w i t h 
which one may approach him; and f o r twenty m i n u t e s he t a l k e d 
w i t h me i n f o r m a l l y , smoking the i n e v i t a b l e c i g a r e t t e , h i s 
h a i r f a n n i n g out i n t o space. 

He g r a d u a t e d at E d i n b u r g h and brought away a l s o a brogue 
w h i c h might almost be worn- but not worn away, t h i s i n s p i t e 
of the b l a n d i s h m e n t s of O x f o r d , G o t t i n g e n and London. H i s 
e h - e r r r h s between s e n t e n c e s g i v e one j u s t t h a t e x t r a t i m e t o 
get down a v i t a l p o i n t . P r o f . Levy r e g a r d s l e c t u r i n g as a 
problem of making i n t e l l e c t u a l and e m o t i o n a l c o n t a c t w i t h 
h i s audience. " I get a g r e a t k i c k out o f l e c t u r i n g " he s a i d , 
"and seldom come out of a l e c t u r e of mine w i t h o u t l e a r n i n g 
something.'" P r o f . Levy p o i n t e d out t h a t l e c t u r i n g was a r e l i c 
of m e d i a e v a l times and had two c r u c i a l problems to s o l v e 
t o d a y - l e c t u r i n g under modern c o n d i t i o n s , a not i n s o l u b l e 
p roblem, and more i m p o r t a n t - how to r e c o n c i l e the v a s t c o n t e n t 
of knowledge today w i t h a l i m i t e d p e r i o d of study. He thought 
the l a t t e r problem might mean w h o l e s a l e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
the modes of i n s t r u c t i o n , and perhaps the study of the 
p r i n c i p l e s i n a whole f i e l d combined w i t h s p e c i a l i z e d c o u r s e s 
i n one chosen d i r e c t i o n , However the problems of l e c t u r i n g 
a re not a l l of t h i s n a t u r e . Some y e a r s ago, c a l l e d , down to. a 
basement l e c t u r e room, P r o f . Levy found the door b a r r i c a d e d ; 
the l e c t u r e r p a l e and h e l p l e s s o u t s i d e and an u p r o a r coming 
from w i t h i n . The mi n e r s were on s t r i k e . W i t h g r e a t momentum 
( s i c ) he s p l i t the d o o r open and c r i e d "Stop - j u s t as you 
a r e " , and f o r f i v e minutes harangued the assembly as t h e y 
s t o o d t h e r e i n t h e i r f r o z e n a t t i t u d e s . The peace r e s t o r e d , 
the m i n e r s ' c o m p l a i n t s were l a t e r d e a l t w i t h i n the c o o l e r 
atmosphere of P r o f . Levy's study. " S t u d e n t s are r e a s o n a b l e 
p e o p l e , " he s a i d , " t h e r e i s u s u a l l y some su b s t a n c e b e h i n d a 
p r o t e s t of t h i s k i n d " . As Dean of R.C.S. P r o f . Levy has 
s t u d e n t s coming t o him w i t h problems r a n g i n g from f i n a n c i a l 
t r o u b l e s t o l o v e a f f a i r s . "There have been some q u i t e d r a m a t i c 
scenes i n t h i s s t u d y " , he s a i d . He has the happy knack o f 
t a l k i n g t o s t u d e n t s as e q u a l s ; h i s i n f o r m a l manner puts one 
i m m e d i a t e l y a t ease and one never l e a v e s him w i t h o u t f e e l i n g 
s t i m u l a t e d . One g e t s the i m p r e s s i o n of c o n f i d e n c e - i n h i m s e l f 
and i n t h e w o r l d around him. 

F o r r e c r e a t i o n P r o f . Levy t u r n s to Music and P o l i t i c s . 
He has a l a r g e c o l l e c t i o n of f o l k music from a l l over the 
w o r l d , and he has composed some songs "which have even been 
performed". As f o r p o l i t i c s h i s views are w e l l known and we 
l e a v e r e a d e r s t o s t u d y them i n h i s many books - and, on the 
l i g h t e r s i d e , i n h i s w i t t y a f t e r - d i n n e r speeches. 

C. M. H. 

R.C.S. NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY DINNER. 

The 52nd Annual D i n n e r of t h e R.C.S. N a t u r a l H i s t o r y 
S o c i e t y was h e l d on Thursday March 9 t h 1950. I t was preceeded 
by an a d d r e s s "The Next M i l l i o n Y e a r s " by t h e D i s t i n g u i s h e d 
V i s i t o r , S i r C h a r l e s Darwin. T h i s s c i e n t i s t and p h i l o s o p h e r 
made t h i s an o p p o r t u n i t y t o l a u n c h h i s v i e w s on the f u t u r e 
o f mankind, and a d e p r e s s i n g p i c t u r e i t made.' I n the animated 
d i s c u s s i o n t h a t f o l l o w e d t o p i c s ranged from the consumption of 
dogs by the Chinese t o the use of a l c o h o l as the w o r l d ' s f u t u r e 
power s u p p l y - t h e c r i t i c i s m of M a l t h u s by H a s l e t t t o the d e m e r i t s 
of c u r b i n g the human p a s s i o n s . D i n n e r f o l l o w e d i n the Upper 
D i n i n g H a l l and memorable among the speeches was t h a t of P r o f . 
H,H.Read when p r o p o s i n g the t o a s t of t h e L a d i e s , which drew a 
s p i r i t e d r e p l y from M i s s J.Spencer. 
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THE DRINKING MAN'S GUIDE 1,0 LONDON. 

SUNDAY LUNCHTIME. 
A "great number of p e o p l e , whether t h e y are r e g u l a r 

d r i n k e r s or n o t , make a h a b i t of h a v i n g a g l a s s of beer at 
l u n c h t i m e on Sunday, The a f t e r n o o n i s f r e e , and u s u a l l y 
q u i e t l y l a z y , and t h e e f f e c t of a good l u n c h i s g r e a t l y 
enhanced by a beer b e f o r e i t , I t i s not a time when one wants 
t o d r i n k much, and the choice, of a pub w i l l be determined by 
the type of company, the e x c e l l e n c e of the b e e r , and I n the 
summer, f a c i l i t i e s f o r d r i n k i n g i n the sun, Many q u i t e 
o r d i n a r y pubs assume an e n t i r e l y new c h a r a c t e r on Sunday, and 
I s h a l l t r y t o g i v e a g u i d e t o a few of t h e b e t t e r ones,-in 
West London. 

Two of the b e s t have a l r e a d y been d e s c r i b e d , the Windsor 
C a s t l e and the Swan, the former b e i n g almost i d e a l as a 
Sunday pub. Nearer C o l l e g e , the Denmark (near the bottom of 
Queen's G a t e ) , and the G l a d s t o n e and the Bunch of Grapes near 
Brompton O r a t o r y deserve m e n t i o n - the l a t t e r at the moment 
seems t o be a f a v o u r i t e rendez-vous of the more w e a l t h y , and 
i s o f t e n r e f e r r e d t o as the V a t i c a n Arms. The Nag's Head 
( s u r e l y known t o a l l I.C.) and the George IV i n M o n t p e l i e r 
S t r e e t , are two nearby pubs t h a t have the v i r t u e of b e i n g open 
u n t i l 2.3 0p.m. 

Going s l i g h t l y f a r t h e r a f i e l d t h e r e are the S c a r s d a l e 
Arms ( j u s t west of E a r l s Court R d . ) . the Red L i o n ( j u s t o f f 
the r o a d o p p o s i t e the Curzon cinema) and the K i n g ' s Head and 
S F e l l s at C h e l s e a are a l l p l a c e s ' w h e r e one can s i t out on the 
pavement and be sure of p l e a s a n t company. One l a s t t a v e r n must 
be mentioned, and t h a t i s the S t a r , a l i t t l e mews pub i n Hankin 
P l a c e , on the west s i d e of B e l g r a v e Square, t o w h i c h the 
c l i e n t e l e come i n an a s s o r t m e n t of c a r s and t a x i s f r om a l l over 
London. 

T h i s i s , of c o u r s e , by no means a comprehensive l i s t -
t h a t w o u l d need s e v e r a l i s s u e s of F e l i x - but i t s h o u l d s e r v e 
as a guide t o anyone who wants a q u i e t , p l e a s a n t d r i n k i n a 
c o n g e n i a l atmosphere. 

E .M.H. 

UNION PAR. 
We l e a r n t h a t the a n c i e n t f i r m of W h i t b r e a d ' s i s to. 

s u p p l y beer i n the b a r f r o m E a s t e r t i m e . The p r i c e w i l l be 7gd. 
f o r m i l d and 8-§d« fov b i t t e r - but w i t h the g r e a t e r beer 
consumption e x p e c t e d I t i s hoped t h a t t h i s s a l e p r i c e may be 
r e d u c e d . I f i t i s as good as we e x p e c t , many of us w i l l choose 
t o do our d r i n k i n g i n the U n i o n b a r i n s t e a d of e l s e w h e r e , 
w h i c h w i l l be a Good T h i n g f o r the U n i o n . 

Beer Improvement Sub-Committee 
(Rotd.) 

INSPECTION FOR ALBERT. 
Men from the M i n i s t r y of Works are t o i n s p e c t the 

A l b e r t M emorial w i t h a view t o g e t t i n g i t r e p a i r e d i n time f o r 
the F e s t i v a l of B r i t a i n . 

The memorial was damaged d u r i n g the war. Some of the 
s a t e l l i t e f i g u r e s were damaged. A c r o s s was l o s t . - E v e n i n g 
S t a n d a r d . 

The c r o s s i s not i n the H o s t e l , 
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THE U.L.HOCKEY CUP. 

F o r t h r e e y e a r s I.C.Hockey has come nea r t o . w i n n i n g the 
cup; two y e a r s ago the s e m i - f i n a l and l a s t y e a r the f i n a l . 
T h i s y e a r the cup was. won by 2-0 a g a i n s t U.C. ; a handsome 
v i c t o r y when i t i s c o n s i d e r e d t h a t no g o a l s have been 
s c o r e d a g a i n s t I.C. i n a Cup Match t h i s year. U n f o r t u n a t e l y 
a U.C. p l a y e r was b a d l y h u r t i n the f i r s t m inutes of t h e 
game- a g r e a t p i t y . Our team's b r i l l i a n t r e c o r d must not go 
u n e x p l a i n e d , so we p r e s e n t c l o s e - u p s ( c l o s e s - u p ? ) of the Cup 
Team- some c o n c l u s i o n might p o s s i b l y be t h e n o b t a i n e d . 

G.Sim ( G o a l ) Very r a r e l y t o u ches the b a l l d u r i n g a match 
and because of t h i s has c l o c k e d i n many hours of s l e e p w i t h 
the I.C. X I ; i s an a s s e t on a l o n g t r a i n j o urney as he i s a 
very keen c a r d p l a y e r and h e l p s t o f i n a n c e s e v e r a l p l a y e r s 
f o r the coming week- one day he may win. Nowadays when he i s 
not too s l e e p y he t a k e s h i s own b a l l t o the game and p l a y s 
w i t h h i m s e l f i n the g o a l . A l l g o a l k e e p e r s go l i k e t h i s i n the 
end. 

J. G i l l e t t (L.'B. ) One of t h e s e r a r e U. L. b i r d s who i s o n l y 
seen i n h i s home t e r r i t o r y on Cup Matches and days when the 
U n i v e r s i t y game has been s c r a t c h e d . Renowned f o r h i s s t o p p i n g 
of the b a l l w i t h h i s f e e t i n the c i r c l e w i t h o u t b e i n g caught. 
P l a y s a good game of h v j k e y but u s u a l l y spends a good d e a l 
of time f a l l i n g down and p i c k i n g h i m s e l f u p . Hates c o l d 
weather. 

P . J u s t e s e n (R.B.Capt.) -whose motto may be "They s h a l l not 
p a s s " ; tends t o become bored w i t h the f o r w a r d s and o c c a s i o n a l l y 
goes up to t r y and show them how t o so o r e - would p l a y b e t t e r 
on an empty stomach. 

J.C. Hayward (L.H. ) T r a i n s on beer, c i g a r e t t e s and - p l a y s 
a good game a f t e r C a r n i v a l s , p r o v i d e d he hasn't sobered up 
too much. S u f f e r s b a d l y from "Cuppers", a d i s e a s e common t o 
Cup p l a y e r s . 

J . H a r t (C.H,) One of the new boys i n the team who as y e t i s 
s t i l l f i t . Maybe b e f o r e he l e a v e s he w i l l have changed. 
P o s s e s s e s l i m i t l e s s energy, w h i c h i s a good t h i n g f o r the 
o l d e r members, 

D. T w i s t (R.H.) A graduate from the 2nd XI one of U n c l e Mac's 
t r a i n e e s , P i t y he wasn't taught t o p l a y w i t h h i s l e f t hand on 
the s t i c k and not i n h i s p o c k e t . Cannot p l a y hockey w e l l a f t e r 
a C a r n i v a l - Uncle Mac f o r g o t t o t e a c h him how t o d r i n k . 

P.Digby (L.W,) Has had an amazing season, i n which he has 
p u l l e d "every muscle i n h i s body (and a few more). Now he i s 
s t r a p p e d t o g e t h e r b e f o r e every match and rubbed w i t h 
e m b r o c a t i o n to t r y and keep i n one p i e c e . He's sure t o take 
i t easy a t E a s t e r . 

K. George ( I . L ) One of our " n a t t e r e r s " . Due t o h i s g r e a t 
sjjeed can make rude remarks at one end of the f i e l d and be 
at the o t h e r end b e f o r e the r e t a l i a t i o n . Has been known to 
s c o r e g o a l s on o c c a s i o n s . 

E. Green (C.F, ) A n o t h e r e l u s i v e U . L . B i r d . Should go a l o n g 
way i n Hockey i f he p l a y s more f o r I.C. P o s s e s s e s t e r r i f i c 
speed when w i t h the b a l l - but won't go and get i t - s h o u l d 
d r i n k more. 

M. Jones A Welshman - who seems t o spend most of h i s t i m e on 
h i s deathbed. P i t y , as i f he had p l a y e d more he c o u l d have 
shown the n a t i v e s a t home how t o p l a y . 

R . B e n t l e y A good n o n - d r i n k i n g - s m o k i n g - c a r d p l a y i n g member, 
(As y e t t o be c o n v e r t e d ) . T h i s y e a r he l e a r n t t o p l a y hockey* 
nex t y e a r he w i l l l e a r n the f i n e r p o i n t s of the game. 

THE WEEK'S GREAT THOUGHT. 
S i r John Anderson s a i d t h a t b r o a d l y speaking-he s t i l l 

r e g a r d e d c a p i t a l punishment as b e i n g p r e v e n t i v e and d e t e r r e n t , 
but not r e f o r m a t i v e . 

D a i l y T e l e g r a p h , 



TOUCHSTONE 
(The touc h s t o n e was used by the a n c i e n t s to t e s t the 
q u a l i t y of p r e c i o u s m e t a l s . ) 

Three y e a r s ago the C o l l e g e a c q u i r e d a l a r g e c o u n t r y house 
s e t i n about a hundred a c r e s o f p a r k and woodland, at S i l w o o d 
P a r k , near Windsor. I.C. F i e l d S t a t i o n has been used, c h i e f l y 
by b i o l o g i s t s but a l s o from t i m e t o time by s u r v e y o r s and 
m e t e o r o l o g i s t s . And t h e r e , l a s t week end t o o k p l a c e a g a t h e r i n g 
which promises to be of major h i s t o r i c a l importance i n the 
e v o l u t i o n of I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e . 

A man, when he f i n a l l y goes down from a U n i v e r s i t y , 
s h o u l d be p o s s e s s e d of s o m e t h i n g w i t h i n him he would not 
o t h e r w i s e have had. E r u d i t i o n and t e c h n i q u e may be a c q u i r e d 
i n l i b r a r i e s and workshops. But a g r a c i o u s a f f e c t i o n f o r men 
and f o r l e a r n i n g , and the s e e d o f an i n t e g r a t i n g p h i l o s o p h y 
of l i f e sown i n a ground w e l l o r d e r e d and t e n d e d are h a r d l y 
to be come by i n e a r l y l i f e o u t s i d e t h e U n i v e r s i t i e s . 

On Saturday 1 1 t h March some t h i r t y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e members 
of the C o l l e g e , s t u d e n t s . a n d s t a f f went down t o S i l w o o d as 
g u e s t s of the R e c t o r and of P r o f e s s o r and Mrs. Munro. In most 
p l e a s a n t and i n f o r m a l s u r r o u n d i n g s they l i v e d f o r two days, 
e a t i n g , s l e e p i n g and on o c c a s i o n s d r i n k i n g - and d i s c u s s i n g 
t o g e t h e r what ought t o be: the r e l a t i o n of l i b e r a l s t u d i e s t o 
our s c i e n c e & t e c h n o l o g y , the need t o be met- d i a g n o s i n g a 
c o m p l a i n t and s e e k i n g a c u r e and at the end they p r e s e n t e d 
t h e i r c o n c l u s i o n s . 

Prom t h e s e s m a l l b e g i n n i n g s are t o s p r i n g f u r t h e r weekends 
a t S i l w o o d Park, t o which any who chooses may go t o t a l k and 
p l a y , and on the t o u c h s t o n e of companionship and d i s c u s s i o n 
assay t h e i r m e t a l and f i n d themselves. S i l w o o d i s e v e n t u a l l y 
to become a r e g u l a r f e a t u r e of a l l our l i v e s . 

The c o n c e p t i o n and e x e c u t i o n of the "Touchstone" i d e a 
(which i n c l u d e s the "Ends and Means" L e c t u r e s and D i n n e r -
i n - H a l l ) have been a l l the R e c t o r ' s . I n the b r i e f y e a r s of 
the R e c t o r ' s o f f i c e , as P r o f . Levy remarked on Sunday, he has 
wrought more s u b t l e and more p r o f o i m d advances t h a n have been 
made w i t h i n the C o l l e g e s i n c e 1908. 

"MANDRACtOLA" 

The I.C.Dramatic S o c i e t y E a s t e r P r o d u c t i o n n e x t week 
w i l l be M a c h i a v e l l i ' s comedy "Mandragola"." the p l o t i s 
s c a n d a l o u s enough to account f o r the s u p p r e s s i o n of the p l a y 
i n most c o u n t r i e s . .." So runs the note i n the p u b l i s h e d 
v e r s i o n . A f t e r the I.C. p r o d u c t i o n another c o u n t r y may be 
added t o the l i s t , who knows? 

In t h e s e e n l i g h t e n e d days the a u d i e n c e may f e e l t h a t 
t h e p l o t i s not so bad as i t i s p a i n t e d . Anyway, t i c k e t s are 
s e l l i n g q u i c k l y so you are a d v i s e d to buy one TODAY. 

T i c k e t s a r e on s a l e d u r i n g the l u n c h hour i n the L i b r a r y 
Annexe p r i c e 1/-,2/-,3/~ and h/-\ 

(D.R. K. ) 

CLASSIC MISPRINT 
Dr S — , one of our most e l i g i b l e b a c h e l o r s , i s r e t i r i n g 

f rom p r a c t i c e . Hale and h e a r t y at 65, the d o c t o r says a l l he 
wants i s a l i t t l e peach and q u i e t . 

W i c h i t a Eagle,Kansas. 

The d o n a t i o n w i l l be used t o purchase new wenches f o r the 
h o s p i t a l , as the p r e s e n t ones a r e i n a d i l a p i d a t e d c o n d i t i o n , 

N e w s - H e r a l d , F r a n k l i n (Pa) 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 

The E d i t o r , R o y a l C o l l e g e of S c i e n c e . 
" F e l i x " . 1 3 t h March, 1950 . 
Dear S i r , (J 

Not j u s t t o s a t i s f y " M i l d & B i t t e r ' s r e q u e s t ( F e l i x No.4), 
hut because I f e e l s t r o n g l y on the m a t t e r , do I w r i t e i n an 
endeavour t o t e a r at the h e a r t s t r i n g s - or b e t t e r s t i l l the 
p u r s e s t r i n g s - of the R e f e c t o r y Committee, w h i c h . I b e l i e v e has 
t h e w e l f a r e of the b a r amongst i t s o f f i c e s . 

My c o m p l a i n t can be summed up i n a few words - t a n k a r d s , 
l a c k o f , d r i n k e r s f o r the use o f , The g l a s s e s now i n use, 
not t o mention the beer on o c c a s i o n s , reminds so many of us 
v e r y p a i n f u l l y of the N.A.A.F.I, Ugh J, F a r be i t f o r me, a 
mere f r e s h e r , t o suggest t h a t a l l s h o u l d be p r o v i d e d w i t h 
pewter d r i n k i n g v e s s e l s - a p a r t f r o m t h e i r p r o h i b i t i v e c o s t , 
i t i s o n l y f i t t i n g and proper t h a t the c a p t a i n s and k i n g s 
s h o u l d be honoured, I make a r e q u e s t t h a t a q u a n t i t y - the 
l a r g e r the b e t t e r - of g l a s s t a n k a r d s be purchased of b o t h 
s i z e s . I f s t r i n g e n t economy i s n e c e s s a r y t h e n the s m a l l e r 
v a r i e t y can be d i s p e n s e d w i t h as b e i n g of l e s s u s e . 

Yours s i n c e r e l y , D.Spink. 

The E d i t o r , " F e l i x " . I.C.Union. 3,3.50. 
Dear S i r , 

W i t h r e f e r e n c e t o a F o o t n o t e a p p e a r i n g i n your I s s u e of 
3 r d . i n s t . , I f e e l i t my duty t o remind you t h a t our members 
p r i d e themselves on t h e i r good s e a t s . T h i s i s a sore p o i n t 
w i t h most of us and I w i s h t o l a y emphasis on t h e m a t t e r . 

Yours f a i t h f u l l y , F.C.Ewels, 
H o n , S e c I . C , R i d i n g C l u b . 

The E d i t o r , F e l i x , I . C.Union, 
Dear S i r , 

I s h o u l d l i k e t o make use of your columns t o announce 
t h a t t h e r e w i l l bo a m e e t i n g of the proposed D i x i e l a n d J a z z 
Club i n Committee Room A on Tuesday n e x t , 2 1 s t . March, at 

T h i s i s the m e e t i n g a t w h i c h t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n and 
p o l i c y of the Club w i l l be f o r m u l a t e d . 

Any new s u p p o r t e r s , i d e a s and ( e s p e c i a l l y ) 
i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t s are v e r y welcome. 

Yours e t c . , F e t e r G. T a y l o r 
Derek Hughes. R.C.S. 

IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION DIARY. 

1 7 t h March ROYAL SCHOOL OF MINES CARNIVAL 
" M e r r i e England" 

1 9 t h March 
2 0 t h March 
2 1 s t March 

22nd March) 
2 3 r d March) 
24 t h March) 

7.15 New Lounge, F i l m S o c i e t y "M 
5.15 M i n i n g T h e a t r e , F i l m S o c i e t y "M" 
5.20 G u i l d s B o a r d Room, a C o n c e r t , 

I . C . C h o i r & I n s t r u m e n t a l Group. 
I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e Dramatic S o c i e t y 

"MANDRAGOLA" 
A t h r e e a c t comedy by M a c h i a v e l l i 
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C o l l e g e Rugger , 
I.C, r u g g e r i s i n a bad way, Why do so many p l a y e r s 

l e a v e s c i e n c e at South K e n s i n g t o n on Wednesdays and Sa t u r d a y s 
and t h i n k i t has no p l a c e on the rugger f i e l d ? 

P r o b a b l y the b e s t game f o r some time was t h a t between 
the Mines and the R.C.S. on March 1 s t . The R.C.S, d e s e r v e d l y 
won 6-0 and showed, commendable keeness and w i l l t o w i n . 
Wheatley and Se v e r n p l a y e d v e r y w e l l b e h i n d the scrum f o r 
the R.C.S., Cook hooked c o n s i s t e n t l y and C o l i n Morgan s c o r e d 
the p o i n t s . Things c l e a r l y went r i g h t f o r the R.C.S, i n t h i s 
game, but i t was not r e a l l y s u r p r i s i n g t h a t a g a i n s t the G u i l d s 
on the f o l l o w i n g Wednesday t h e y had t o s t r u g g l e h a r d t o w i n 
3-0. T h i s was not because the G u i l d s were good, but because 
n e i t h e r s i d e showed enough knowledge of the game t o sco r e 
except by a c c i d e n t . 

The M i n e s - G u i l d s game w i l l be f o u g h t f o r the E n g i n e e r s 
Cup I n the t r a d i t i o n a l manner, but t h e G u i l d s w i l l have t o 
show a l l round improvement i f they are not t o be b e a t e n by a 
Mines s i d e w h i c h i s p r o b a b l y n ot as s t r o n g as u s u a l . 

There are i n d i v i d u a l s i n a l l the C o l l e g e s i d e s who w i l l 
do w e l l i n s e n i o r r u g b y , but u n l e s s seme e f f o r t i s made t o 
get p l a y e r s t o t h i n k about the games when they a re p l a y i n g , 
we s h a l l not see the U.L, cup at I.C. I n about a dozen 
games t h i s season, I have never seen I.C. or C o l l e g e teams 
beat the o p p o s i t i o n by a p l a n n e d a t t a c k . As f o r a knowledge 
of how t o use the t o u c h and the punt ahead, how t o make the 
b e s t use of the elements and of t a c t i c s g e n e r a l l y , i t h a r d l y 
e x i s t s . T h i s c o u l d be remedied i f t h e r e were fewer games and 
more p r a c t i c e . 

S,R.Sparkes. 

HYDE PARK ROAD RELAY RACE. 
S a turd, ay, M a r c h 1 1 t h . 

Of c o u r s e i t ' s r e a l l y no c o n s o l a t i o n t o us f o r the l o s s 
of the R o d e r i c H i l l Cup, but t h e e l e v e n U n i v e r s i t i e s and 
C o l l e g e s who v i s i t e d us were f u l l of a d m i r a t i o n f o r our 
o r g a n i s a t i o n , and the f i n i s h of the r a c e p r o v e d so c l o s e 
that,we almost f o r g o t t h a t our own team came f i f t h . I n f a c t 
I.C. were never i n the f i r s t bunch, w h i c h , a f t e r the f i r s t l a p , 
c o n s i s t e d of B a t t e r s e a , K i n g ' s , Southampton and Loughborough. 
These f o u r c o n t i n u e d t o f i g h t out the l e a d , w i t h Loughborough 
g e t t i n g the b e s t of i t u n t i l t h e l a s t l a p . Then B a r r e t t of 
B a t t e r s e a , and Dujon of K i n g ' s , two we l l - k n o w n U n i v e r s i t y 
m i l e r s , went away fr o m the o t h e r s , Dujon h e l d a f i v e - y a r d 
l e a d at the S e r p e n t i n e B r i d g e , but by r u n n i n g wide at the 
f i n a l t u r n i n t o the f i n i s h i n g s t r a i g h t , a l l o w e d B a r r e t t t o 
draw l e v e l . Amid scenes of g r e a t e x c i t e m e n t , B a r r e t t f o r g e d 
ahead t o w i n the r a c e f o r B a t t e r s e a . H i s t i m e , 13 m i n s , 4 8 s e c s . 
beat the r e c o r d l a p time s e t up by Bob G i g g of I.C. l a s t 
y e a r by l O s e c s . A l t h o u g h n e v e r i n the r u n n i n g f o r f i r s t -
p l a c e , I ,C. n e v e r t h e l e s s defeated. Birmingham and R e a d i n g , 
two t r a d i t i o n a l r i v a l s of o u r s . T h i s was l a r g e l y due t o a 
f i n e l y - j u d g e d p i e c e of r u n n i n g on the l a s t l a p by Ted 
W h i t l o c k . We have no excuses f o r not w i n n i n g ; not even t h a t 
Samways was chased by a b u l l d o g ; . 

A.B ,W. 
I ,.C .B.C. y_ ___R e a d l n g U n i v e r s i t y B.C . 

1st V I I I s , R.U.B.C. won e a s i l y , 7min. 35sec. 
Pond V I I I s , R.U.B.C. won by a canvas, Srnin. l s e c , 
3 r d V I I I s . I.C.B.C. won by ^ - l e n g t h , 4min. 21s.ee., 
4th'VII. I s , I.C.B.C, won by 3 l e n g t h s , 4min. 40sec 
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