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Letters

to the
Editor

Dear Sir

The article in FELIX dated
August 7 on the Imperial
College financial grant from
the UGC for the period 1981-
84 rather understated the real
nature of the cuts inflicted on
us. It is true that other colleges
‘and universities may fare worse
than us, notably the University
Salford or Bradford but many
have also done considerably
better than Imperial College.

We, in fact, sit in the middle of

the cuts league. which is rather
mediocre considering the pre-
stige that this college normally
enjoys.

The UGC letter does not as
stated single out Imperial
College for special treatment
but follows the normal practice
of earmarking the grant se-
parately from the rest of the
university. It is true that IC
will get a little extra income
for furniture and equipment,
but this is also earmarked and
the bulk of the UGC grant is

spent on salaries. The cut of

15% or almost £3m over three

years will affect student/staff’
levels and reduce levels of

support to both teaching and
research. At least one estimate

puts this as a loss of 300 staff’

from a total of a little over
2,000.

Clearly in a major scientific
and technological centre like
Imperial this will not only
mean a lower output but a
reduction in standards, quite
the reverse of the statement
made by Mark Carlisle, Secre-
tary of State for Education,
that places like Imperial would
not be affected by government
policy.

If you, like us, care about
the future of Imperial College
can I urge that FELIX use its
columns to demand a change
of course, this can be assisted

by members of the College’

writing to their MP ¢/0 House
of Commons. Westminster,
London SWI and contacting
their student union and/or
trade union and asking them
to join the fight to defend the
interests of Imperial College
and higher education in this
country. i
Yours sincerely
John Fecamp

Scceretary 1C ASTMS

Dear Sir

FFood is a subject dear to the
hearts (and stomachs) of most
ol us. Jewish students have
particular religious require-
that all food we eat
should be “Kosher”. T would
he grateful for the use of your
columns to inform students
that Kosher lunches are
available at Imperial. Anyone

ments

wishing to take advantage of

this service should meet at
Beit Arch at 12:30pm on
Monday 5 or Tuesday 6
October to be shown the
way—it’s a little hard to find.
Yours sincerely

J.M. Miller, Chem 2

Chairman, IC J. Soc.
PS: The Jewish New Year
occurred last week and this

Thursday is the Day of

Atonement, Yom Kippur. IC
J Soc wishes all students and
stafl’a Happy New Year and
well over the Fast.

Dear Sir

Olderstudentsat thiscollege
may be well acquainted with
this woman’s activities but this
is a warning 1o all you freshers
so vou don’t get conned as
well.

Anne Dunford is guilty of.

exploitation. Not the most hein-
ous ol erimes, it is true, but in

crrole as a member of staff of
e College she has been rip-
ping off students for some
time. The merchandise con-
cerned iscassettes, particularly
TDK cassettes—a good Japa-
nese brand.

Why are her prices so high?
You can walk into a shop such
as Estuary Audio (see Ex-

hange and Mart for ad-
dresses) and buy one TDK-Sa
Y0 cassette for only [1.44.

Buy ten and vou get a free
cassette. Many other firms sell
at similar prices.

What of Anne Dunford—
she operates out of a College
office, in College time, has not
overheads, uses the College
phone to check prices and still
charges 10% more! Even her

quantity price, e.g. 10 or 50 off

comes nowhere near her com-
petitor’s prices!
Boycott Anne Dunford and
save some money.
Yours sincerel)
Kai Chandler
DoC PG
Dear Sir

During the summer the Ber-
lin Wall was twenty vears old.
It appears that the Union
Executive have marked this
anniversary by having a par-
tition built in the Union
Lower Lounge (hereafter
referred to as “McCabes
Folly™). This remarkably grim
edifice has been built to
separate the games machines
from the bar area. Similarly,
the Berlin Wall was built to
separate the East German
workers from International
Capitalism. Of course had the
Berlin Wall cost as much per
foot to build as McCabes
Folly the measure may well
have been vetoed by the East
German Politburo.

The Union Exec were not
constrained by similar
‘pedants’, such as UFC, thus
they were free to indulge their
fancies (would Louis XIV’s
Versailles extravaganza have
cost so much per foot?). One
remembers that Louis XVI
was guillotined for less, how
much cake could have been
distributed to the Parisian
peasants for [£1,500?

The new carpet that will
have the honour to surround
the ‘Folly® will cost £1,000. It
should be noted that one will
be able to remove beer stains
frokm it and replace cigarette
burns. Though not made of
asbestos it has similar aesthetic
qualities.

An alternative theory
would be that, like the
Kremlin Wall (where heroes
of the Soviet Union are
interred), noted Union Of-
ficers would be entombed
upright in the super structure.

Having witnessed its growth
from an unimpressive pile of
timber to ‘McCabes Folly’ I

think I can make a few
pertinant observations.
Firstly, were the Exec so
desperate to spend money that
they could waste almost a
quarter of their allocation for
Union facilities on such a non
event? Secondly, why was the
decision taken to go ahead so
late (mid-September) in the

-long vacation? This meant

thatonly one week was
available for construction
(one could validly describe it
as a ‘rush job’). Though not
accusing the Exec ol willul
extravagance I do think that
at least
|Gy i el
could have
(Jen has their phone numbers)
[ await
interest any diatribe
the Union Office on
cconomic stringency, on

some members ol
House Committee,
been  contacted
in view of the cost.
with
from

“living within our mecans’,

“helt tightening™, ete.

I am siv, your obedient sereant,
Stephen Goulder

Small Ads

Small ads will be accepted at ANY time
and. will appear in the next available
issue. If ads are submitted by Monday
5:30pm, it is likely that they will be
inserted in FELIX the following Friday.

Ads are free to members of College,
but acharge of £1.50 per col cm may be
applied for peculiar financial gain ads
or outside conerns at the discretion of
the editor.

®A number of mattresses and desk
chairs. Enquiries to Mrs G. Thallon,
Housekeeper, Tizard Hall, int 3361.

eWanted: two people to-share a flat.
Contact C Fuller through RCSU or
Physics letter-racks.

®Motorbike MZ150TS, very reliable,
excellent commuter bike, £200. Ring
998-8122 after Bpm.

@®P Leggit would like to announce that
while he is spending his own spon-
doules he will have nothirg to do with
anything official.

eDanka S, Hanna D, Carol B, from Sh
have a lovely three years. Danuta.
eSki Austria and Switzerland over the
New Year in a major continental winter
sports centre. All standards of skiiers
are welcome, good accommodation
starts ‘at around £5 per night. Full
details and prices of the proposed trip
from John F Haddon. Physics 3 or
phone 542 0315 NOW

IC Day Nursery

There are a few vacancies in the
Day Nursery for children of staff
or students in the age group 1/,
years to 2!/, years only. If
interested please apply direct to
Miss S Thornett at the Day
Nursery, 8 Princes Gardens (int
4227). for further information
and details of changes, etc.
Regrettably, it is not good
applying for immediate places
for babies or over-threes: there
are waiting lists for both these
age groups.
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