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DESIRABLE

KNIGHTSBRIDGE

RESIDENGE
Eighty postgraduate students will be housed in a new hall
which the College has agreed to purchase, subject to

contract. Although final negotiations need to be completed,

work should go ahead next week to prepare the building for

use in October.

The building, situated in Montpelier Street, is very close to College

and was constructed in 1896. It was used as a nurses home for St

George’s Hospital until 1979 and has since been empty.

The property was first put up for sale at Easter and the College's

original bid was rejected. Other concerns sought to re-develop the

prime Knightsbridge site into luxury flats, but as the building was

originally constructed with the money of a generous benefactor, a

condition existed that it should remain hostel accommodation. This

meant that a second bid from the College was accepted two weeks ago,

despite higher olflers from business concerns.

Plans for the hall are still in the very carly stages. There has been an

amount of deterioration following two years of neglect and complete

refurbishment is necessary before habitation is possible. Some external

repairs and communal areas will have a lower priority than the

preparation of bedrooms and may not be completed until after

residents move in.

Although the hall will only be used to house postgraduates, their

overall number in College residence will only increase in proportion.

The hall, situated in Montpelier Stree’, has not been named. It was

originally built due to the benefactions ofa Sir Chalres Hall to be used

as a nurses home.

There will be more places available in the current halls and houses for

fresher and first time applicants as a result.

All plans are in an early stage of preparation and no details about

applications for places are available at present.

Friday, August 7,1981

This is

Your Leader
Remember this face. Douglas Armstrong, Chairman of the

Postgraduate Group is here to defend your interests. His first

message to you all appears on page four.

Royal Wedding Special
A look at some of the more obscure Royal Wedding

items by our ace royalty correspondent, B B Wolffe. See

page 6.

Free!
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ef@>, Letters

Sir

May | take this opportunity to

protest most strongly about

contentious material in this

year’s ICU Freshers’ Handbook.

Contained within, as I discovered

alter seeing pageproofs at the

printers, are the most vicious

attacks on Victor Mooney

Captain Lindley and Lord

Flowers I have seen to date.

While agreeing with the broad

sentiments expressed I feel they

are grossly overstated. Moreover,

it is a disgrace that such conten-

tious comments will be foisted

upon a very impressionable

lresher intake. Never before has a

“Union publication sought to

influence opinions in such an

obvious manner prior lo lerm!

It is perfectly understandable

that such. a situation should

occur. Paul Donovan, the Hand-

book Editor, is a first year

student and has, perhaps,

become a little carried away by

the vindictiveness and malice

shown towards Mr Mooney and

Capt Lindley that was prevalent

in the FELIX Office last year.

The (anonymous) author of the

article is none other than Patrick

Coll, ex-FELIX News Editor.

Soured by his recent maths

failure he has sought to ‘‘go out

with a bang’, to use his own

words. But the one factor that is

beyond my comprehension is

that Mr N Morton, ICU Presi-

dent, has told me that he had

seen the Handbook and approved

of it. While not encouraging

Presidential intervention in an

editorial matter. I wonder how

he could possibly approve of

articles that are sure to incense

the College and are extremely

unfair to the individuals con-

cerned, in that no right of reply is
offered.

Bearing in mind that the

College has kindly agreed to mail

out the Handbook to freshers, I

am surprised that Mr Morton,

who has overall responsibility for

Uniort matters, and, of course,

the Handbook, should consider

the matter so unimportant.

Pours faithfully

Steve Marshall

Sir

I am obliged to you for showing

me a letter from one S Marshall,

an illustrious honorary life-

member of ICU. Typically, he

has twisted facts and comments

to his own end. He implies that

Mr Patrick Coll has written

articles about Messrs Lindley

and Mooney when we all know

Mr Marshall himself is respon-

sible for this entire campaign.

However, I shall not dwell on Mr

Marshall’s low journalistic and

moral standards as these are well-

known.

My position on the Handbook

articles in question is quite

clear—I have not seen them. It is

true that I saw most of the

Handbook at paste-up stage and

gave an unollicial nod of approval.

However, the articles on our

good friends in College were not

available and it completely

slipped my mind to ask the

Handbook Editor if he was

hiding any contentious, abusive

material from my all-pervading

self. Silly me. I must take full

responsibility for this dreadful

oversight. I am only sorry that

Mr Marshall did not draw my

attention to these articles as I am

reliably informed that he was

occasionally seen in the FELIX

Office when the Handbook was

being prepared.

As the person finally respon-

sible for all Union affairs I am

certain to be the recipient of irate

phone calls when the Handbook

reaches the Sherfield Building.

Naturally I will deal with such

calls in my. normal diplomatic

manner.

I look forward to an informed

and informative FELIX this

year.

Yours faithfully

Nick Morton

ICU Hack

Ed’s Note: I thought it only fair

to give the President,Nick

Morton, the right of reply to Mr

Marshall’s letter (considering

there is not another FELIX until

October). This prompted the

above reply.

On further consideration, the

President decided to approach

Captain Lindley, informing him

of the offending articles. Word

also reached the Rector(who had

written the foreword to the

Handbook) and he made it quite

clear that College would not mail

it out if these articles were

included. Printing has been

stopped and the articles will not

appear.

I am-certain that College would

have looked carefully anyway.

What their reaction would have

been is a matter of speculation.

Dear Sir

I feel I am voicing the feelings

of many when I say how disgusted

I was by the obnoxious behaviour

of some people on the recent

Cambridge day-trip. Indeed. I

am forced to the conclusion that

some of the people on the outing

only went to get drunk.

Let me point out some of the

deficiencies in the actions of the

ringleaders which utterly

disgraced this Union. Firstly,

some people arrived late at the

coach. This was completely

indefensible. Secondly, when in

Cambridge, many. of the group

spent most of their time at a

“Beer Festival” when they could

have been admiring the aesthetic

beauty of Cambridge's marvel-

lous architecture. These points,

which would the

participants for cvermore, pale

into insignificance when com-

pared with the most disturbing

aspects of the trip.

I refer, of course. to the singing

condemn

- of callously crude and indecent

songs.

If any of the intentions outlined

in these songs were, heaven

forbid, to take place, then the

participants would surely leave

themselves open to charges of

indecent exposure, assault, and

inciting racial hatred, to name

but four. (I don’t stand and count

*em.)

There can be no excuse for this

behaviour. I cannot help asking if

those people would have bchaved

in the same way if their mothers

were present. Indeed. you

~ yourself, sir, were on that coach

and I have ‘no doubt that you

were one of the instigators. Fie on

you, you brazen-faced male-

factor.

I was delighted to see though,

that our glorious sabbaticals were

not on this trip; there is still some

honour left in this institution.

Finally, I call for the abolition

of this trip, otherwise, the

extreme consequences of further

trips would be an abominable

corruption, which would result

even in civilised institutions, such

as this college, adoptng the

barbarous customs of certain

savage tribes.

Pours faithfully

Percy Allingbrooke- Bogle

Sir

I am not one to write reams of

meaningless drivel just to get my

name in FELIX but, this time I

feel I really must make an

exception and put pen to paper.

Seriously, in all my time at IC I

have never been so shocked, nor

so annoyed by what is going on.

I thought that there must be

some integrity left in the students

of today but apparently there is

not so much as one grain of

common sense or decency in any

one of them.

It is a far cry from my first days

at university when students were

looked upon as responsible, up-

standing citizens who, if at times

a little boisterous, were at least,

genuinely trustworthy people.

Not so today! It was only

recently that the true depravity

'to which students at IC have

fallen was brought home to me in

a fashion which left me speechless

with disgust. Therefore I am

impelled to write this letter in the

hope that perhaps some of your

readers will pull their socks up.

2ours sincerely

C Alucard

Real name and address supplied.

Dear Readers

Letters are required for this

page. Just send them to the

Editor at the FELIX Office.
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Garage for

Clem

Clementine, the motorised

mascot of the Royal School of

Mines Union, has been found a

garage near College after a three

year wait. The garage, situated

in the mews behind the Southside

Halls of Residence. will be

available: from the start

next session.

Clem, a yellow and black 1926

Commercial lorry, is at present in

pieces (apparently in Aldershot)

but it is expected that she will be

back on the road by Christmas. A

team of helpers will perform the

of the

necessary repairs, including

members of the Royal College of

Science Union who completed

the rebuilding of their own

mascot, Jezebel, in

1979.

When the rebuild is completed

ite will be the first time for over

five vears that all of the three

CCU motorised

been roadworthy.

Hot

penguin

THE SABBATICAL Executive

Oflicers did not seem to learn

much at the recent training

school held at Wye College, but

they did manage to return with

Westfield College’s mascot, a

large toy penguin.

Barney McCabe, ICU Deputy

President, was asked to drive

Westfield College to the training

school. They were so shocked by

his driving that they insisted that

he stay in the back on the return

journey, along with the ICU

President, Nick Morton, Honor-

ary Secretary, Marco Ledwold,

John Passmore, ULU Vice

President Gillian Morgan and

the penguin. By cleverly man-

ocuvring the mascot to the rear of

the bus and creating a diversion,

Barney dashed out at Prince

Consort Road taking the penguin

with him. When questioned, his

strange behaviour various excuses

were offered which convinced

the Westfield College students

present. In fact, it was not until

some time later that ICU

President, Nick Morton, informed

Westfield of their loss over the

telephone. It appears that they

hadn’t even noticed.

The penguin is’ now in the

Union Office and no arrange-

ments have been made to return

it.

November

mascots have

LL. gets off lightly
Imperial College remains relatively unscathed after the

University Grants Committee (UGC) distributed the

Government’s reduced grant to universities early in July.

The countrywide effect of the reduced grant levels is that there will

be thousands fewer university places available for home students hy

1984/5. At this College, however, the UGC has recommended that

student numbers are to rise by 170 by 1983/4. Part of this increase will

be immediately absorbed by the category change for Greek students,

who will be classed as EEC rather than overseas students following

Greece’s entry into the Common Market. The net increase in student

numbers will be 122. This means that for cach of the next three years,

approximately 40 extra students will be taken on. In the forthcoming

session this will be distributed as follows: 10 Life Sciences; 5 Chemistry;

5 Geology; 5 Mineral Resources Engineering; 5 Chem Eng, 5

Computing and 5 to Mech Eng.

This increase in students, though, is to occur simultaneously with a

decrease in the College’s grant. This year the College asked the UGC

for £25m, but the grant allocated was just slightly over £23m. Also the

UGC has provisionally indicated a decrease to £21.6m by 1983/4 at

today’s prices.

The UGC letter to the University of London singles out IC for

special treatment. Whilst all the rest of the universities institutions are

considered together, IC is specifically recommended to increase its

numbers in the biological sciences. As well as receiving £23.2m of

recurrent grant, the College is also given £3.14m for equipment and

furniture, £42,000 for microprocessors and £18,000 for the Linstead

extension.

The eflects of the UGC cut of 14% over the next three years cannot

be fully envisaged. As people retire, for instance, they may not be

replaced, and the Governing Body at its June 19 meeting could not

rule out the possibility of compulsory redundancies. In the session some

cuts may be absorbed by slight surpluses from last year. Departments

may have to take a 2.5% cutback, and the relectory account may have

to start bearing more overheads, although ICU finances and the

Residence Account will probably be left alone.

The UGC grant makes up 50% of College income: the rest comes

from overseas students fees and outside earnings. These could be

boosted by having a firm sponsor a professional chair. The College has

been actively seeking funds from outside to boost the UGC grant,

especially by setting up interdepartmental sections, eg robotics.

P.G. trip to Cambridge
AS IN previous years, the PG Group organised a trip to this year’s

Cambridge Beer Festival. The festival was smaller than the one held

annually at the Alexandra Palace, but still offered a selection ofreal ales

from 26 diflerent breweries. The trip afforded an opportunity to look

round the town, as the festival shut for a while in mid-afternoon, but

poor weather precluded the traditional punting expeditions. Numbers

were down on last year, and only one coach was taken; this was

possibly duc fo the poor weather.

Shop for the
Union?

UNION REGALIA will in

future be sold by the Union and

not the Bookshop.

In July the stocks of regalia in

the Bookshop were sold to the

Union. The Constituent College

Unions will sell their own

particular items with the rest

remaining with IC Union.

At present the regalia is being

sold from the Union Office, but

the Executive is looking into the

possibility of starting a Union

Shop which will sell other items

and be run by a permanent staff

member.

New rooms

at Silwood

THREE NEW residence blocks

are nearing competition at the

College field station at Silwood

Park.

The buildings will house forty

students and should be ready for

use in October. The building

contractors will hand over the

properties to the Estates section

for final furnishing on August 23.

A Silwood resident told

FELIX that although some of the

rooms were small, they were a

great improvement on the

current rooms in William Penny

U.G.

nuisance

Residents of the College field

station at Silwood Park near

Ascot have again been troubled

by the behaviour on under-

graduate field courses.

At the end of the summer term

students on an engieering field

course moved cars, tampered

with food and ripped a billiard

table, which the

£55 to repair.

A Silwood resident told

FELIX, ‘‘We live in fear of these

short field courses’.

Cost residents

COPY DEADLINE

Copy deadline for the

freshers’ FELIX. is

5p.m., Wednesday

September 23
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