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In a daring night-time raid on the Mines Building on Tuesday

night, the RCS mascotry group succeeded in violating Davy, the

Mines mascot.

At a press conference called at 1:30am on Wednesday morning, Rich

Archer issued the following statement.

“Following discreet observation at the Royal School of Mines

Election UGM last Tuesday, the location of the Mines mascot, Davy,

was ascertained by the Royal College of Science Union mascotry team,

otherwise known as Montysoc. Later that night, the location was

visited by the RCS team, and the mascot was removed from the

building with negligible damage. Afterwards, it was whisked away toa

secret destination. Ransom details will be issued to the Royal School of

Mines Union next term.

Have a nice Davy.

Rich Archer and Paul Johnson”

On Wednesday morning more information was given to FELIX by

an anonymous team member.

For the last five years, there has been a substantial amount of

research carried out by RCSU, observing Mines UGMs and picking

up clues. After the Election UGM last Tuesday the team decided to

make a raid that evening. A group of between five and ten people from

the RCS Metal Collection and Appreciation Society affected an entry

to a locker in a first floor room in the Mines Building (Davey was also

taken from this location the last time it was violated by Guilds). The

group went outside and placed Davy in the RCS J4, and it was

removed to an undisclosed destination. The whole operation took only

twelve minutes. On the way out, the group was spotted by night

security, but no one remained to explain what was going on.

The Chief Security Officer, Mr Reeves, spoke to FELIX on

Wednesday afternoon. He realised that violating Davy was probably

the stunt of the year, but the students should have told the guard what

was happening. Part of a security guard’s job would be to apprehend

people making off with brass fitments, he added. Students on this kind

of stunt should think more about the consequences of their actions.

Mines Union have not at this stage, made any official comment to

FELIX, although rumours have been circulated suggesting RCSU

have got the wrong Davy. RCSU deny this resolutely.
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Davy’s forerunner, Davy pictured with a newspaper the last time it was

violated, in 1974. This is the first time that the present Davy has been

violated.
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Cunning Stunts
' The relationship between IC and Chelsea has deteriorated since IC

pulled out of NUS and Chelsea broke off the reciprocal arrangements.

Last week, students had tried to kidnap Rae Snee, but were trounced

by Ms Snee, and a companion. On Thursday evening students arrived

at IC Radio’s studios beneath Southside. Claiming to be on a Chelsea

rag stunt, they occupied the studio and tried to get ‘‘on the air’.

Fortunately, the Station Manager, Dave Fuller, was able to take the

station off the air so as to stop listeners being offended by crudities from

non-IC students. College security and police arrived to remove the

invaders from the premises.

On Friday afternoon students arrived at the Guilds Union Office,

claiming to be on a rag stunt from Barts. They untruthfully said there

was a skirmish between Guilds and Barts students outside. Mr Gayer

was accompanied outside by Guilds persons (who outnumbered the

Chelsea/QEC raggers) when he went to investigate. Outside was a van,

into which it had been intended to bundle Dave. But for the Guilds

stalwarts it seems likely Dave would have been ‘nabbed’.

At the same time as this, yet more students on a rag stunt arrived at

the RCSU Office intendingto remove Barney McCabe and Phil Thomas.

They farstly asked for some signs from the RCSU Office but these were

refused. Then the two victims were taken outside and put in a red

transit van.

They were taken to Chelsea and then to QEC. Steve Tyson, RCS

Hon Sec, telephoned QEC to explain that a ‘‘ransom’’ would not be

paid. After this, Messrs McCabe and Thomas were locked in a

downstairs room at QEC. However, there was another exit from the

room, namely an unlocked door which they were told not to try. It did

not take long for the intrepid two to figure out an escape and return to

IC in a taxi. QEC had intended to publicly humilate the IC students

on Saturday’s jointQEC/Chelsea rag procession to end their rag week.

The tables were successfully turned however, when a group of IC

students arrived at the procession and pelted everyone with 15lbs of

flour. Hip! Hip!

Free!



Letters to

the Editor

Sir

I was disgusted with last week’s

FELIX (no 580) and dissociate

myself from it entirely. It was a

disgrace to the whole College and

brought shame on the office you

bear as Editor. Despite your

persistent, efforts, you were not

elected to drag our newspaper

down to all-time low standards,

regardless of whether these

standards are your own: you

were elected to be Editor to the

“newspaper of Imperial College

Union”.

In your editorial last week you

expressed the belief that ‘“‘the

majority of students enjoy

reading the kind of FELIX (you)

enjoy producing’ — you were

obviously neglecting your capa-

city to oflend the decency of most

people when selecting the front

cover. You also seem to have

“forgotten” the outrage, hurt

and infuriationyouhave purposely

caused in past issues. It seems to

have been your policy to cause

sensations of the most distasteful

kind, without any regard to the

means employed and, in particu-

lar, to the persons maligned.

I sincerely hope that your

successor pursues a more satis-

factory editorial policy, which,

under the regrettable circum-

stances, could hardly be difficult.

I also trust that he may be able to

repair some of the substantial

damage you have caused during

your unfortunate tenure of office.

Tony Leech

Mat Sci PG

Si

The irony of your headline

over such a disgusting picture

(FELIX 580) only reinforces

evidence that if FELIX had any

credibility left within IC or the

public at large after recent

editorials, it has surely vanished

now.

Even if the CND campaign

successfully removed all weapons

from the face of the earth, Britain

will eventually cripple itself

with its immorality and godless-

ness. Many countries survive war

— but none survive once gripped

by immorality. Mary Whitehouse

is a courageous, and far-sighted

lady. She has courage which puts

many men to shame.

The Bible says “The fear of

God is the beginning of wisdom”’,

and Mary Whitehouse is a wise

lady indeed. She often stands

alone in her fight to keep filth out

of the media and though she will

be ridiculed by mankind, she is

certain of commendation from

God: “if you sufler as a Christian,

do not be ashamed, but praise

God that you bear that Name.

_For it is time for judgement to

begin with the family of God;

and if it begins with us, what will

the outcome be far those who do

not obey the Gospel of God?”

The fool will say in his heart

“there is no God” so that he can

indulge in immorality. The

Christian, however, has a glori-

ous hope and purpose in living.

We do not place ourselves above

anyone else, but we proclaim

what we know to be true. The

word of God is the truth about

man, and I personally believe

and stake my life on what He

says, from Genesis, to Revela-

tions.

D R Morris

Civ Eng PG

Sur

I would like to make it clear

that I am not the author of the

letter from Eric the Mutilated

Camel in last week’s FELIX. I

am neither artiodactyl nor

mutilated, and though I am

known as “‘Eric’’, it is merely a

nickname, hence the quotation

marks. I agree with the contents

of the letter and was revolted by

the ill-informed, malicious and

dare I say, unchristian attack

made on Mr Marshall by that

retromingent, semi-sentient,

simian David Vinnegar. Despite

this I do not believe in filling

FELIX’s letters page with abuse,

even on subjects as tempting as

ignorant and long winded as

Dennis Vinnevgar.

I do not like people leaning out

of Linstead Extension windows

accusing me of writing such

trivial, abusive and tedious drivel

and so, I repeat, I am not Eric

the Mutilated Camel.

T-amiSic

dour obedient servant

E Jarvis — only (23).

Dear Steve

I would like to use your

columns to reply to the accusa-

tions levelled at me by the

Labour Club in last week’s

FELIX....Inseply.te. ir R.

Alexander and Mr Gunawar-

dena’s letter, I would like to

point out that I do know what I

said. The topic of debate with Mr

Price was whether to send

talented children to special

schools or comprehensives which,,

I said, ‘“‘would reduce them to the

level of simian morons like you”’

(and I have at least one other

witness to bear me out on this). I

can only conclude that you either

genuinely misheard what I said

at the time or that you have

deliberately chosen to misquote

me. In the former case, I will

apologise to you for any offence

caused with the proviso that you

apologise firstly for the libellous

comments that you wrote last

week. In the latter case, all I can

advise you to do is ‘Go forth and

multiply’ in half as many words.

Concerning Mr Kellerman’s

letter I would like to state firstly

that I am nol a Tory propagan-

dist. Secondly, the report was not

a criticism of the Labour Club

but rather a comment on the

speaker — had Mr Carlisle

chosen to make the numerous

rash comments that his counter-

part made, I would not have

hesitated in criticizing him. I do

feel however that the report was

too subjective and my apologies

to anyone who found the humour

in anyway distasteful.

Yours sincerely

A J Amrolia

Physics |

PS: Now that you know my

surname, you might as well know

that my friends call me Zar but

you can call me Mr Amrolia,

Gunawardena

Dear Sir

With reference to Mr Bedding’s

letter last week (FELIX 580). I

would like to thank him for

conceding that his article was a

subjective report — it would

have been worrying had he

claimed his opinions were the

true facts.

The point of his letter appeared

to be that “Bir Zeit’s existence is

being threatened” by the Israelis.

This statement, coming from

someone aware of the facts,

amazes me. As Mr Bedding is

well aware (I’m assuming he was

at the meeting his original article

advertised) Bir Zeit and the other

three universities on the West

Bank were created by the Israeli

Parliament. Surely the setting up

of educational institutions such as

these is an act of peace in itself

and therefore could not be

considered the action ofa hostile

government. The answer is self-
evident,

Dours sincerely

Jonathan M Miller

Dear Comrade Editor

Once again I see the Cam-

paign for National Disaster

(CND) has been rearing its ugly

head on your pages. This dis-

gusted, or perhaps disgusting

comrade has obviously never left

the lower echelon of the Physics

department.

Does he seriously believe that

the enormous Soviet presence/

domination in Eastern Europe is

purely decorative, and that the

Soviet invasion of Afghanistan

was purely a Christmas present

for President Brezhnev.

The Soviet threat, comrades, is

there and real, and we must fight

to contain it. Our freedom is

more important than the ego

trips of various politicos who

would probably state that the

USA was a greater enemy to

democracy than the USSR just

to gain a bit of cheap publicity.

We must fight hard against

these individuals who wish to rob

us of our national pride and

identity. Freedom, comrades, is

the only thing worth fighting for.

No surrender

Comrade Bill the Mole

Dear Sir

The final section of your

editorial last week left me with a

cold feeling in my stomach. Being

quite sure that you would not

publish information which you

knew to be untrue, I can only

assume that you have hired a

group of people to follow me

about and monitor my move-

ments from day to day. I used to

leave the curtains in my room

open most of the time, but it

seems this will have to change.

But, Steve I’m afraid your team

of private detectives has passed

you something less than the

truth. I have spent some fifteen

hours of my time on writing

things for 7he Phoenix this term

alone, and the lack of said

material in the editor’s hands is

due to self-criticism. Self-

criticism is not of course a subject

I would expect you to know

much about.

Dours sincerely

K C Mann

Ed’s Note

Dear Ken,~ accept my

apologies, I have maligned you.

Please, in future, apply the

same self-criticism to SF Soc

articles written for FELIX,

Thank you.

Dear Sir

Re your editorial, FELIX 580.

If you consult ICU Handbook

1980/1 (editor R D Crabbe) page

6, col lyou will find the following

reference: ‘°22. RCS social club.

Elected membership”’.

Yours

Laurence Mountebank

PS: Commiserations to Rich

Archer.

Ed’s Note

Well Done! I was, of course,

referring to the Royal College of

Science Handbook.
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Small Ads
®1 Nakamichi 410 pre-amp £150; 1 Lec-

son AP3 Power-amp £176; 1 Lecson .
APIX power-amp £120. Phone 521 8531

after 7:00pm (can be delivered to South

Kensington area).

®Dawes Supergalaxy touring bicycle,

231/,” frame, good condition, £150.

Contact S Godsi, Man Sci PG.

@Sharp GF9191 stereo portable radio-

cassette recorder, very goodcondition,

£130. Contact M Prew, Man Sci PG.

®Yamaha RD200, May 1979, 7000

miles, carrier and top box, crash bars,
good condition, just serviced £3900no.

Contact A Topham, Phsyics 3.

@Unclaimed property after Gaysoc

Meeting — Contact B Stevens, 56

Weeks Hall.

@PG Easter Party, Friday, March 27,

Union Lower Refectory, 8:00pmtill late.

Tickets 50p from Union Office or Com-

mittee members.

@Baha’i Society AGM, 1:00pm, Friday,

March 20, Union Lounge.

®iC Christian Union Meeting, 6:00pm,

Friday, March 20, Music Room, 53 Prin-

ces Gate.

@Jackie Gerbil: You can come and nib-

ble my nuts any time — Hammy Ham-

ster.

®BE1 — Happy Easter. Revise your

spelling over the holidays — wollen,

Millet T, Russell, SCARF (notface). The

Man in the Wollen Scarf.

®Stephen Harrison (BE1) Psycho ofthe

Week Award — Nigel Simmons. Plateto

be mended and engraved.

®BE1/DNWWimp ofthe Term (Results)

ist Dave (Waitrose-Bag) Perkins — 4

votes

2nd Brendan (It’s the one | bought yes-

terday) Smith — 25 votes

3rd Paul (Normal) Adams — 6,000,752

®Nick Morton: Congratulations on be-

coming President — Bernard Sunley.
Any hassles from minnions? Then, con-
tact Luigi’s Hit Squad in House 44.

®Mike: Voucher is still valid; when are

you going to use it? Love Andy.

®@Alison: Happy Birthday for next Mon-

day. Love from an anonymous admirer.

®BE1 (DNW?) Turd of the Term: Chain-

saw Smith.

®Been at IC over eighty years? IC Oc-

togenarian Society is holding an inau-

ee apricot jam and parkin ony

ontact John Dickinson, Mech EngPG.

®Go on SAFAR! three weeks in Ireland

over Easter, featuring Zebra hunting

and Gannet baiting. No previous ex-
perience required; but singing baritone
in Berkshire would be an advantage.

Sponsored by Dunlop Team Wellies

and Geology 2.

@James Squawk Gray sorry | couldn't

think of a good advert, better luck next

term John.

®@Melissa: “Rubber glove and cup of

coffee”. It’s really not a good enough
explanation. Wewillgetto the bottom of

this. As for a Queensbury Place Water-

gate — we've got it taped and onfilm!pp

J Edgar Hoover.

®Nick: Sorry the rubber couldn't stand
Rod’s test. Better luck next time —M.

@Nick Cox: Chem Eng 1, Falmouth 324.

It was so nice sleeping naked next to

you last Saturday. “Deviancy” is conta-

gious. We must do it again sometime.

Passionate love and SMOOCHY kisses

— Evita XXX.

@Darling Nick: Your rubber is much

better now it’s been cut, pity it dribbles

— Love M.

@Six Million Dollar Mat when did you

last change your socks? It’s time todoit

again anyway — Coffee Machine.

®Brian the snail went to Hyde Park

To play a football game,

He sat in the mud

Right up to his........

And never went there again!

Love Mel

®Technics 616 cassette deck £70. Ex-
cellent conditon. Contact C S Quah, int
3566 or ME310.

@Rag Masked Party, 8:00pm, Friday,
March 20, JCR. Disco. Bar til 2:00am.

@America — Want to work and travel in

the US and Canada next summer? For

details of job schemes and work visas
contact BUNAC, Green Comm Room,

3rd floor Union, on Friday lunchtime.

Council Report
ICU Council had a turgid and acrimonious meeting on Monday

evening. The meeting discussed FELIX finances, OSC

finances, the Union response to Swinnerton Dyer, and a

motion of criticism in the three sabbatical officers.

The meeting opened shortly after 6:00pm, and under matters arising

from the minutes of the last meeting, John Passmore suggested that an

editorial remark in FELIX suggesting that the affiliation to WUS was

unconstitutional was incorrect. Jon Firth, Publications Board

Chairman, outlined some of the reasons offered for FELEX expenditure

during the year.

The Deputy President stated that the HOST library will stay in the

same place as before. On London Student Travel, she outlined

proposals from the non-student directors to remove the student

directors from the Board.

In the Hon Sec’s report it was suggested that the ballot papers in

single transferable vote elections should contain voting instructions.

The Hon Sec mentioned a film ‘‘Not Tonight”, which illustrates some

problems of students would be shown if enough interest developedin it.

The OSC Chairman’s report was referred back, and a full

breakdown financial situation (£200 in the red) was asked for.

The meeting then discussed a motion to Council from Publications

Board which criticised the Deputy President, Rachel Snee. Mark

Smith, FELIX Editor-elect, spoke to the motion, which was in reply to

a previous motion at the last Council which condemned ‘“‘in the

strongest possible terms” the way money had been misspent by FELIX

staff, on office furnishings, refreshments and Conference fees. The

motion was discussed thoroughly, with contributions coming in

particular from Mark Clegg. Rae Snee spoke against the motion, and

defended her action at the last Council. The whole matter revolved

around, firstly, the Editor sanctioning payment for equipment during

the summer and at other times, without proceeding through the

correct channels, and secondly, the Deputy President bringing the

matter to Council’s attention when it should have been dealt with in

the committee of first instance, namely Publications Board, and

without informing the accused of the original Council motion so they

could be present to advocate their side of the case. The motion

criticising Rae Snee was passed. (The original motion put to Council by Rae

Snee was not reported in FELIX as Mark Smith had complained to the Elections

Committee that it biased the election - Ed.)

Mark Clegg, presenting the PWP report, said they were looking into

having a woman’s rep on PWP. Barney McCabe suggested a Gaysoc

rep and a yellow trousers rep, but after discussion from Mr Clegg Mr

McCabe revealed that he had not been quite serious in his suggestion.

PWP was also looking into student representation on Joint College

Committees.

The meeting went into closed session. When it was reopened to

observers, it was agreed to ask the Handbook Editor to extend the copy

deadline to the end of the first week of term.

In answer to a question, John Passmore said that he expected bar

prices to remain down until next term.

The meeting then discussed the Union’s reponse to the Swinnerton-

Dyer report and asked for a redrafting of a statement presented to

Council.

When everyone thought the meeting was drawing to a close, Bob

Bradley. Academic Affairs Officer, proposed a motion of censure in this

year’s three sabbatical officers, for not bringing next year’s estimates to

Council's attention before they were submitted to College. Rae Snee

had left the meeting, John Passmore felt he had done nothing wrong,

and Liz Lindsay said it was policy not to photocopy more than twenty

sheets of anything. Nick Morton, ICU President-elect, said he would

resign if he was placed in a similar situation next year. Jen Hardy-

Smith said it would mean more work for the permanent staff, if the full
estimates were presented at the meeting. It was emphasised that the

estimates were updated as recently as Friday, with the additional

further claims. Mr Bradley. who referred to the ICU Blue Book during

his submissions, altered the motion to one of reprimand. The meeting

voted 7-L1L not to pass the motion. After further minor points, the

unsettled meeting closed.

Informed sources told FELIX Monday night that Miss Lindsay

later said she would have resigned if the original motion had been

carricd,

as the ex-diplomat involved in

the paedophile case.

FELIX and Private Eye named

Sir Peter as long ago as January

16. He is a governor of a student

residence where a number of IC

students reside.

Hayman Named

Sir Peter Hayman, RCMS,

CVO, MBE, was named yester-

day in a Parliamentary Question
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170 Picket
A PICKET of Governing Body

was held outside 170 Queens-

gate, the Rector’s residence, last

Friday morning. About twenty

students were present to hand out

leaflets to College Governors’

before the meeting concerning

South African students on the

nuclear fuels technology course.

Students on the picket told

FELIX that a member of the

Governing Body told the students

that there may well have been

more support for them amongst

the Governors than would have

been shown on any voting. The

issue of South African students on

the course is likely to come up:

again at Board of Studies on May

6, and a petition to be presented

to the Board. (A petition form

will be available from Kevin

Courtney, Physics PG or the

Union Office.)

Song Sung Blue
BARNEY McCABE, ICU’s mul-

titalented Deputy President-

elect, had one of his songs,

Brontosaurus Blues, performed in a

musical evening in 53 Princes

Gate last Friday. The song, a

catchy unaccompanied SATB*

with male lead ditty, was well

received, and Mr McCabe was

pleased with the World Premiere

performance. However, he did

not mention any plans to go

professional as a songwriter.

Brontosaurus Blues will be

published for the first time in The

Phoenix which will be on sale next |

term.

*Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass.

Man v Machine
ON TUESDAY, March 10,

seven members of the Chess Club

took on seven electronic oppo-

nents: NASCOM, Pets and the

College main-frame.

Two of the computers, perhaps

rather shy of their first public

appearance didn’t want to start;

M McCall’s opponent, a rather

temperamental Nascom, twice

suffered from a nervous break-

down during mid-game. The

computer on board | lost to a

blindfolded player in twelve

moves, whilst the College CDC

lost its queen and rook in 8.

“Theyre crap!” Captain of of

the magnificent seven com-

mented after inflicting a crushing

13:1 defeat on the computers.

The only person to lose was

playing blindfolded and was two

pieces up when he resigned out of

boredom.

When FELIX asked the Micro-

computing Club about this

abysmal failure, the only replies

received were “‘well, mine didn’t

work’, “‘ah come on!” and “‘just

wait tll next time’’.
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