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COUNCIL CUTS HOPS
I.¢. Council is to inaugurate a new scheme for

organising hops. This action has been influenced by the
view that there has been a steady deterioration in the
standard of the Saturday informal dances. Articles and
letters in SELIX have shown that this view is widely held
in I.C. and the Councils' move is an attempt to raise the
standani.

at present, clubs can only mn hops on alternate
Saturdays as the other weeks are reserved for the informal
dances. organised by the Entertainments Committee, With an
increase in the number of clubs hoping to run hops, it was
obvious that, «nless the terms were made longer, there would
not be enough Saturdays to satisfy the demand.

_ dlgo, and contrary to a Council Minute concerning this
matter, the clubs organising dances have been disposing of
the orofits at their own Giscretion. Due to the scramble
for a Saturday to run a hop, it 1a not possible to enfarce

NEWS FROM THE S.C.C.
It was reported that the Centenary Appeal

Fund and Touchstone committee had authorised the
appointment of three visiting leoturers for e@
period of two years during which each of the
lecturers will be giving ten lectures per session.
Mr. Barnett Freedman, C.B.B., R.D.I. has accepted
the appointment in Art, Mr. M.R, Ridley, M.A.,
Hon. L.H.D. (who is now a part-time lecturer at
Bedford College) has accepted the appointment in
letters and Mr. Antony Hopkins, L.R.A.M. (Lecturer
at the Royal College of Music) has accepted the
appointment in Music.
Dr. Jacques has held the
lecturer in musie.

appointment of visiting

It will be remembered that, .

a

clubs to budget for this incane in their estimates at the
_ beginning of the year. Thus the clubs lucky enough to
book far «2 hop have a definite financial advantage over
those less fortunate end the odvantage 4s greater as the
emount of profit increases, this leads to a temlensy to
make tigger profits at the expense of the stondard of tho
Ganoe ami it is to prevent this that council 4s to intro
‘inaee new regulations.

4% the last Council meeting it was decided to male
. wore Eaturlays available for ekub-orgenised hops by Limit=
= those run by the enterteirmart ccamitteeto a

am of five per year’.

Tm this way, it should be possible for ell clubs
desiringto hold a hep to do so, ant they will then be
able to allow for this additions) source af income in
‘theds estimates. This should reeult in a more woarete
wadlgat tem emonget the clubs and lead to a falraraterrtootieof funds. The vee of the profits fram theas
Ganses will be subject to Tnic: pe abhibs ea ps csaaa Cie

, Sotrags an improvement in the ston @ haps.
®e Goumodlis’ plan will — aoe cparsricn lt te

beginning of the summer term an? woti) ther, the ascis hig.
Comeil Minute which states that clube shall not be drainage level). Since modifieation to the
allowed to control the profits, will be rigidly enforsed, | bullding was involved, the expenditure hed te be
| die the seme Council meeting it wes announced that the | 4pprove by the board of Governors but thanks ¢e_W.LoU. Sewepaper will not aposar util th! next sesadon. the ©.G, President, the negotiations have tees
‘Gf worn immediate interest to 1.0. is the fact that Radio ccupleted very quickly and the work is to be
‘Rental ie to be installed in the old lounge very shortly. undertaken immediately.
Thies will be om trial until the end of the present session. There 1g now another soeial club at IG, -

en mewbers of Council have inspected the plaus for the Imperial College International Relations Club,
af@itions to the Union buildings. ‘hey found the propo During the ratifieation of Lts Gonstitution there
aals entirely satisfactary after ais or two minor altera~ WAS some debate on @ cleuse conseyning the voting
‘tions had been made and thy final plans beve now been (of active members at its Annual General Meeting.
beta the University Grants Gamltiese fur approval. 4 | The inclusion of sueh a 6lause is laid down in the

: rear in FELIX in / 8.0.0, stending orders and is a safeguabce ge yen icc iis Wie omar ci ‘the reoseuxrence of events in the past, when athe ‘very near future. | group of Miners went to the A.G.M. of several
, Societies and outvoted the regular msabers inte

The Film Soaiety has proposed the produotion
of a film in I.¢. . This proposal was based on the
assumption that there was now sufficient ounpers
iu the college to form a nucleus of a productiog
teom, The 8.6.6. executive has discussed this
(dimtCer and feels that the major factor ageinas
euch @ wcheme is ths epparent lack of a ocupetent
Director of a Film Unit. If sueh a person exists.
in the college,the question of @iving approval te

~the formation of a film unit may receive more
| favouredie consideration,

The Photographic Sceiety have for sane time
been rather oramped in their presene dark- roo,
Representations were wade last term for she
acquigition of anether dark-room in the oyohe
stands under the New Lounge. Most of the photeo-
| eae S¢iipaent was available in the existing

Fk-fOGw And ¢he wajor part of the expenditure
| Of £150 wae required for fitting the roon with
#inks and draine (the high seat of thie was 4ze te
She position of the room being below the noreal
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Complaints abous the re«

duction in the number of 1/74

dishes in the ewer dining hali

are completely unjustified.

¥ The appearance of a greater

mumbexr of higher priced dishes

has led to the conclusion that

there has been a reduction in

the quantity of cheaper dishes

available. Weures show that

during a certain period, 147

different dishes were offered

at 1/74, as compared with 87 at —
1/94 and 40 at 2/0 and above.
The misconception has arisen

from attempts to introduce a

wider choice of dishes, an

effort which should be weleaned

by all using this refectory. '
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PROFILE

D.C.KALE

In the past it has been customary to profile the

Retiring Editors of Felix; however, recently the Editors

have proved to be ‘retiring' in more than one sense, so

it is with great pleasure we enclose this Profile of our
present Editor Emeritus, Mr. D.C. Kale.

Dinesh Chintaman Kale was brought up and received

hie early education in Poonas (yes, really) His educ~
ation there proceeded to the point where he received his

B.Sc, (Poona) in Chemistry. Since then he has slightly

changed his interests, so when he came to England in

September, '52, 4t was to enter the R.S.M. as a Fresher.

“gi though concerned with finding his feet ina
strange country and getting to grivs with Mining Subjects,

jhe found plenty of time for Union activities. He played

(Hockey and Boxed (once) for the R.S.M. (mainly to get them’
points, he saya). He joined FELIX in his first term and
worked up to Editor, which post he took over in May '53 -_

this still surprises him since it wes only his first year|
jat IC.

Another achievement in his first year with which he

was quite pleased was that he learned to dance and has

iginee settled down to a steady I.C. Hop standard - which

| he doean'’t want to improve. An incidental fact about

his first year at I.C. is that he got through his First

ing Escuns.

In Oct ‘53 he entered 1.6. O14 Hostel, ana is stil.

in residence there on the top floor. It isa generally

> lt that he has added even more distinction to that

gust body of Hostelites, who have rechristened him

Denny". :

: fhe first month of the present Session was spent in

getting Felix back on to its feet again after the long

Macation. He was so successful with this that he had to
spead the second month of the Session resting, and then
the vacation working!

He still plays Hockey; and recently he has helped

to atart the newly formed International Relations Club.
In common with most busy people Dinesh proved very

reticent, when asked exactly what he does with his spare

time.,

His particular likes include, Hops, Peter Cheyney,

Beethoven, Shocolate end Jung. His dislikes, Mathemat-

jes, modern composers, tobacco and Shopping.

From the point of view of an Indian in England

he says that he finds the climate warmer than he

expected, that English people talk more than he expected,.

end thet he certainly does more work than he expected.

During vacations he has worked in Scotland and

Wales; he likes Scotsmen better than Englishman, and

has no comment on Welshmen.

this improbable.

TESHNIGAL TRENDS {ja}
= )

CAVING IN KENSINGTON

In view of the porous nature of the terrain

in South Kansington and the neighbourhood, it is

not surprising that a considerable number of

caverns, rotholes, often of large size, are to be

found.

With a view to classifying them and describ-

ing their great beauties ani wonders a hardy group

of speleologists have recently explored their

ramifications and here publish their report.

I. The Long White Echoing Cavern

This beautiful cavern its one of the easiest

of access, either by the northern or southern

mouths or by a pothole a short distance from the

southern end. This cavern is very nearly

straight and, of those accessible on foot, one of

the longest. Its walls are covered with a clear,
white glaze probably of rock salt.

' Originallythis mist have been very dazzling,

‘but its full glories have been irreparably lost

due to tourists who have written inscriptions on

the walls. The dust stirred by these aforesaid
tourists has dimmed the glory and full intricacies

of the vaulted roof and makes them difficult to ;
decipher. For those who have an interest in :

geology some remarkably horizontal strata may be /

observed throughthe white glaze. :

A short side tunnel has been made so that ale

visitors to the Victoria and Albert Museum can
readily see this natural beauty.

Due to the glazed surface a fine echo exists

in the cavern. For this reason visitors are not: vy

allowed to take their dogs inside as the sudden-

iness and power of the echo of their barks would

cause them (the dogs) to lose their reason (if

_ any).

The origin of this masterpiece of natural

sculpture is a mystery. Some suggest that it is.

part of an underground river bed and to further.
‘their case point out that in wet weather water

‘sometimes shows near the tortuous southern en-

trance and northern portal. The presence of the .
glaze and the peculiar nature of the rock make .:

é

II. The Black Hole

The nearest entrance to this complicated maze

adjoins the southern portals of the Long White

ehoing Cavern. This is probably the most popu-

jlar of the local caverns; in fact it is so popu-

‘lar that a railway has been installed to cope with

ithe number of visitors. In an attempt, vain as

it may be, an admission fee is charged to cover

the cost of the train service. On: account of the

trains the intending visitor is not allowed to

walk in the tunnels.

An unfortunate oversight in the design of the

carriages has resulted in the proffered views not

being all that could be desired. Moreover, the

speed at ~hich.the trains are run makes many

visits necessary to appreciate the subtler features

of their mysteries. In an attempt to remedy this

*#he company running the train service now slows

and frequently stops the trains when the visitors

are most numerous. In the shallower tunnels

“potholes have formed in the roof zgiving the visitor

'a welcome glimpse of the sky.

Such is the depth of these places that the >

sun is often totally obscured and indeed it is

only in the height of summer that the sun venetrates_

‘to the lower recesses of these canyons.

The inside of the tunnels carries a peculiar

deposit of a friable substance which analysis

shows to be mainly graphite, hence the adjective

black. Its origin is obscure and it is a debat-

able point as to whether it is diamond in the
‘process of decay or formation. Research into

this phenomena is being contemplated as is the

exploration of the remoter caverns of Kensington.
Reports of the activities of fellowcavemefiin this
‘direction would be welcomed.


