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At 11:50am, Wednesday, John Passmore was snatched by a gang of about 15 raiders from the

City University. Jen Hardy-Smith, the Union Administrator, was manhandled out of the Union

Office, thrown to the floor and covered in shaving foam. The President had a bag put over his

head and was dragged with great force out of the Union Office to an awaiting squad of eight

cars. He was driven off in a L-registered Renault. Two hours later, he was returned with all

bodily appendages still attached.

Guilds romp home

with carrot!
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The City & Guilds float at this year’s Lord Mayor’s Procession

On Saturday the C&GU took part in the Lord Mayor’s
Procession, the event started with Guilds returning City

University’s old mascot (taken last year) the Carrot.

When the procession got underway Guilds found

themselves rather disconcertingly behind the Salvation Army

Band.

The lunch break at Kings College saw a brief altercation

with Barts Hospital when shaving foam flew. Nevertheless,

the Guilds float continued, arriving back at the Barbican

around 1:30pm. As a finale, Guilds took the fateful step of

taking City University’s new Carrot and bringing it back to IC.

No. 567

Last year, at the Lord Mayor’s

Show, Guilds stole City’s papier

maché carrot. However, City did

not want it back after it had been

painted in Guilds colours and

made another one. This carrot

was stolen on Saturday when

City left their float unprotected.

Obviously incensed at losing

their precious vegetable, they

rang up the IC Union Office in

the guise of Algerian students

and made an appointment to see

John Passmore about ‘the

Algerian Situation’.

Of course, the person they

were really after was Dave

Gayer, Guilds President. Said

imposters turned up at the ICU

Office at 11:45pm to encounter

Mr Passmore, bag of chips in

hand. On discovering, his iden-

titv. Mrs Hardy-Smith was

thrown to the ground and

toamed and the President whisked

away amid the shaving foam,

contusion, and Mooney chips.

Jen Hardy-Smith.

Annie Lathaen, Union Recep-

tionist. described the raiders as “*.

... Big ‘Uns... one even had a

stocking over his face!”
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PRESIDENT KIDNAPPED!

John Passmore, glad to be back at IC

At 12:45pm, a mystery phone

call was received by Annie. The

caller said: ‘‘We want our carrot

back.’’ Annie, suspicions aroused,

asked for further details.

Annie told the City raiders that

they had got the wrong bloke,

broken the lock on the Union

Office door which they would

have to pay for and asked for a

letter of apology and: bunch of

flowers to be sent to Mrs Hardy-

Smith for her rough treatment.

And no, they couldn’t have their

carrot back because we ain't got

It.

Meanwhile, back at the City

ranch, Mr Passmore was telling

the raiders just how many years

they. would get for the damage

to the Union Office and assault

on Mrs Hardy-Smith. And that

they’d got the wrong chap

anyway.

Eventually, the raiders relented

and released Mr Passmore on the

promise that he would advertise

their Saturday night concert

(they gave him four posters!) and

sell 100 Rag Mags. ;

As two of the raiders drove the

President to the rear of the Union

Building they spotted Dave

Gayer (the person they really

wanted) walking down the road.

Still, it was two against two now

and they drove olf cursing

heavily.

Free!
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Letters to

the Editor

Dear Steve

In last week’s FELIX there

was an article about a Guilds

Fireworks night last Wednesday.

The fireworks night was in fact

a Mines/Guilds event. Although

we helped on the night, Mines

did most of the organising and

ran the Barbeque. We congratu-

late them on a “‘stonking”’ event.

We'd also like to thank Chris

Halls, warden of Beit Hall, for all

of his help.

Love and Kisses

The Guilds Exec

Dear Steve

We are writing in response to

an article in the Liberal Society

magazine, Forward, in which Mr

Stephen Goulder describes the

City and Guilds Union elections

as “‘anachronistic’’, he criticizes

in particular the stand-down

procedure and the non-use of a

departmental ballot or the Single

Transferable vote system.

Last year the election procedure

in Guilds was reviewed at length.

After many discussions it was

decided to hold the elections by

paper ballot at a Hustings UGM,

and that stand-downs would be

permissible within the ‘‘top

three’.

Surely Mr Goulder must agree

that it is very important for

people to know something about

the candidates in an election.

City and Guilds Union believes

that all students who wish to vote

should attend the hustings

UGM. If the voting did not take

place at the UGM, the attendance

would drop considerably. Part of

the attraction of the Guilds

elections is the fact that the

esults are announced at the

Union Meeting, this would not

be possible if we used the Single

Transferable Vote system.

Approximately 550 people |

. attended last year’s Guilds

Election UGM, rather higher

proportionally than the atten-

dance at the ICU Hustings. We

would also like to point out that

RCSU, who run their elections

by departmental ballot box, had

less people voting than Guilds

had at the Election UGM. Can

the Guilds elections really be

classed as unrepresentative?

Mr Goulder also attacked the

stand-down procedure. In the

Guilds elections a Presidential

candidate may stand-down to

VP or Hon Sec, and a candidate

for VP may stand-down to Hon

Sec. There are certain qualities

common to the top three posts,

and any worthwhile candidate

would only stand-down if he

thought he was capable of doing

the job well.

Whilst always welcoming

criticism and discussion, we feel

that either Mr Goulder is

ignoring the facts, or he doesn’t

_know them. Perhaps he should
research his subject a little more

fully before putting his views into

print.

Dave Gayer and Sara McGuiness

C&GU President and Hon Sec

Str

Last Wednesday at Harlington

a member of Guilds 2nd XV

(Mark Wilkins) was injured

playing rugby.

On seeing that he was breathing

irregularly, incapable of speech

and unable to move, we decided

not to move him but to send for

help.

As there was no one in the

sports centre, capable of first aid,

we called for an ambulance.

Mark was subsequently found to

have concussion and was released

that night.

The point is this: Mark could

have been very seriously injured;

spinal injury, for example.

Similar accidents could occur at

any time, and not just in a rugby

match. Yet at the time there was

no first aid trained personnel at

Harlington.

‘Two years ago, a member of

RCS Rugby suffered a compound

fracture playing against Hollo-

way, again at Harlington. He

had to wait a quarter of an hour

for an ambulance.

Last year a football player

damaged his knee — same result.

A member of Guilds rugby raised

the first-aid problem with Roger

Stotesbury, to no apparent result.

Isn’t it about time something

was done?

Jim Storr

Capt

For C&G 2nd XV

Dear Steve

Ever since I’ve been at IC I’ve

been under the impression that

the spirit of goodwill was

overflowing. So, last Thursday

evening I decided to test it out by

leaving my wallet on top of the

Space Invaders machine (all

right I admit I play Space

Invaders). I even tried to make it

harder by leaving all of £5 and an

expired Barlcaycard/Barclay-

bank card inside, not to mention

loads of personal addresses,

telephone numbers, etc., so

convinced was I that Id get it

back the next day. Well, *twas

not to be and I must say I’m

dismayed. It’s now Monday

afternoon and not a whisper of a

boomeranging wallet! Well, could

you blame him/her, who was to

know except me!

So please, if you’ve got my

wallet just get it back to me

(minus cash if absolutely neces-

sary). If not for me, for the sake of |

my friends whom I won’t be able

to contact again (sob, sob). This

is a plea!

Gimme back my wallet . . . please.

Ta very much

Alan Edwards

Chemistry 2
Dear Sir

I have been asked by the
Gaelic Football Club to write to

yourself concerning the letter by

one Tim Latham regarding his

ill-informed notion that there are

no Gaelic football teams, pitches

or referees within 300 miles of

London.

I would like to point out that

Gaelic football is organised in

London, Hertfordshire, War-

wickshire, Lancashire, and

Yorkshire. In London there are

three football leagues, each with

about twenty teams, apart from

the hurling, camogie and hand-

ball leagues, which are also

played.

London as a ‘county’ enters

teams in the All-Ireland

Championships every year and

the game in London has flourished

to such an extent that a large

number of those now playing

regularly are English-born.

However much people such as

the said Latham say that the

organising of a Gaelic football

team is a joke, it is my feeling and

that of several others that it is less

obscure than many of the sports

played around College and that a

College of our size could easily

support a decent Gaelic team.

We are the first College in

London who have tried to set one

up.

I am at present in contact with

the Gaelic Athletic Association to

try to get affiliation and I hope to

have arranged a few friendly

matches either just before orjust

after Christmas. If anyone is

interested and has not contacted

me could they please do so: via

the Union Office.

_ J Passmore

Dear Mr Marshall,

In the spring term of last year,

we (the undersigned) were living
in room 19, Garden Hall when a

rather amusing incident occured.

During the sabbatical election

campaign we received a personal

visit from Mr Passmore. He gave

a copy of his election manifesto to

each of us. Our Greek roommate

looked at his momentarily and

then screwed it up and threw it in

the bin. (We have been assured
that no insult was intended and

he only did it as a joke.)

Mr Passmore was not amused!

He told us all quite firmly that

each sheet cost him '/sp to print,
and that he had spent £20 of his

OWN money on printing them.

Quite heatedly, he then told us

that it was bad to waste other

people’s time and money. We

have done some calculations to

put the whole matter into

perspective. Mr Passmore could

have printed 100,000 election

sheets with THE £500.

Moral of this story .... All

animals are equal, but some are

more equal than others — It’s

alright for some.

Yours faithfully

I A O’Neil, Chem 2

A J Roberts, Chem 2

Dear Editor

From last week’s FELIX it

appears that one Mr Steve.

Marshall — the sheriff of the

press, has taken to roaming the

streets of Imperial College with

his gun slung low, beating

unfortunate people like the Gang

of three and ‘Denis the menace’ .

on the draw. However, there are

some big gun slingers around —

the type who leave no man

standing, those who can pump

lead into you so fast even your

ancestors will feel it, so watch out

young Marshall.

Regretfully, we are not in the

USA, where people can be sued

out of existence or else your

lawyers and insurance company

would have a warrant for your

arrest. If you are a man who is

worth anything, defend your

claims that Daré Afolabi, the

President of the Afro-Caribbean

Society, is a compulsive liar,

because we want to know all the

facts. I am delighted that you

realise that WE have the power

to remove you from office,

alternatively, you could resign in

shame. As I’ve told you there are

some real quick mean gun

slingers around — you are

warned — Marshall law does not

prevail in IC.

G Quartey

Chem Eng PG

Dear FELIX

May I say how much I per-

sonally enjoyed BB Wolffe’s

hilarious item reporting my

efforts to relieve overcrowding in

Weeks Hall in terms which were

broadly correct. As FELIX

knows very well, my leftist

sympathies and genuine admira-

tion for the People’s Republic of

Continued on page 4
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Man of Steel
“The Steel Closures” conference organised by the IC Industrial

Society was opened by Sir Charles Villiers, ex-Chairman of
BSC.

Sir Charles began with stating

that ‘steel production has had to be

continually dropped due to greatly

diminished demand for steel

resulting from a UK ‘“‘deindus-

trialisation”’. Sir Charles said that,

though he hated having to carry

out closures, they were inevitable

in the light of the declining market

and old equipment being used. He

said that the majority of the

workers were in favour of closures

as they realised that the production

costs were not low enough and the

plants were not modern — The

opportunity of a new life and job

due to redundancy payments is

much better than staying in a

dying works.

Sir Charles then spoke about the

“survival” of those people out of

work. The BSC Industries Ltd was

set up by Sir Monty Finniston to

encourage new small businesses to

start up in the old steel works.

4,000 applications were received to

start new businesses of which 420

have been given support which

have provided 12,500 jobs.

Mr Martin Uphan, a co-author

of the ISTC publication ‘New

Deal for Steel’? then spoke on the

background to the closures, and the

alternatives as seen by the union.

The delegates then formed work

groups to discuss the closures in

economic and social terms. On

returning to conference it was

found that both groups had

difficulty in reaching a concrete

decision. However, the consensus of

opinion was that the cuts had

become necessary, although the

method of carrying out the closures

was not wholly approved.

Man at the top

MICHAEL ARTHUR will be

moving from his present office in

the Union Building to Prince’s

Gardens. There he will join the

Residence Office (which will also

be moving) as Residence Officer,

taking over from Claire Cripps.

He will still be fulfilling his

function as Welfare Officer; he

said ‘“‘the Union will be gaining a

Residence Officer, not losing a

Welfare Adviser’. He stressed

that the grouping of all the

promoted
counsellingand residence facilities

under one roof in Princes

Gardens would give a much

better service to students. In

addition he felt that in future

there will be more consultation

between the Residence Office

and the Union. The appointment

will commence in December.

Claire Cripps will be moving to

registry as an assistant registrar;

she said that she was quite

looking forward to the change.

Wainwright

visits

IC
THE LIBERAL MP for Colne

Valley visited Imperial College

on Thursday, November 6 to

address a meeting of the Liberal

Club. He chose as his subject the

need for electoral reform. His

main argument was that no

previous government had been

~ able to pursue a radical policy

because they did not genuinely

represent the views of the

electorate. ““Gone are the days,”

he said, ‘‘when an Act of

Parliament alone could impose a

point of view upon the elec-

torate’”. He envisaged a much

healthier system if Proportional

Representation was used at

elections; it would mean that

there would be a great diversi-

fication of the political spectrum

occuring alongside the trag-

mentation of the major parties.

Teddy Taylor

Talks
THE CONSERVATIVE MP

for Southend spoke on Tuesday

to a Conservative Society meeting

taking as his subject "A Radical

Approach to Nuclear Power’. He

talked for twenty minutes to a

packed Maths 139 (It’s not up to us

to count them - Ed). —

His arguments were mainly

centred on the certainty that

fossil fuels would run out and

that nuclear power was the most

cost effective method of replacing

them; in addition it would be

valuable to the Third World as

an energy source. He raised

several contentious issues,

notably that overseas aid should

be replaced with free trade

unhampered by ‘that bloody

Common Market’. He wanted

the ‘principles of Adam Smith

upheld and not the trivial

alterations. This was presumably

a riposte to the interventionist

policies of past administrations.

Council Report
The second Union Council meeting of the year took place

Monday, November 10. As is usual, the meeting occupied

most of the evening, from about 6.15pm until 9.15pm, during

which a large volume of material was discussed and

approved.

John Passmore in his report, concentrated on Student Union

financing and Council agreed to postpone contribiting to a

ULULSO campaign fund until more information was known.In

addition, the situation on Residence deposits was clarified; Don

Monro was reported to have agreed that the simplest method would

be for deposits to be lost. Mr Passmore also reported that the new

security system, with its key card access after 10pm will be in

operation from November 17.

The money that should have helped a Third World student this

session, had one been selected last year, will go forward to provide

for a second place next year, along with that collected this year

under the WUS scheme.

Rae Snee reported that in the first six weeks of term, the

machines in the lower lounge had brought in a pofit to ICU of

£1,750. The turnover of the Southside shop had reached a

respectable figure, she said, and was improving.

Perhaps the main area of interest in Liz Lindsay’s report was the

imminent demise of INCOST. Only thirty delegates had committed

themselves, this Liz said was insufficient and unless at least fifty

delgates are definitely coming by November ;31, then the INCOST

conference will be scrapped.

After these reports one of the more contentious issues of the evening

arose, the discussion of major claims where a representative of the

Pedal Car Club attempted to refer the report back to UFC because the

club had had its claim rejected. Miss Snee appeared to agree that

had the claim been for an entire car rather than its component parts it

would have been approved. The proposal was turned down. Council

also approved the purchase of 100 pewter pots from Englefields at

£18.75 each.

In a separate resolution it was decided that Snooker Club should be

given the ICWA Lounge if UFC approve the purchasing of a new

Snooker table, IGWA would then be found another room.

Within the officers’ reports there were several points of general

interest most notably the failure rates which were; 7.2% for the first

year, 4.6% for the second year; 1.4% for the third year. The number of

overseas students fell from 994 to 773 this year.

The final major piece of business was a discussion of the amendment

to the ULU Constitution to be voted at a special meeting on December

1. This would mean that ULU sabbaticals woud be elected by students

with hustings probably at each college. It was decided to madate our

delegates to vote for the amendments.

Stephen Goulder

Guilds 3 counties rally
Last Friday night various assorted members of the Motor Club

descended on the sleepy town of Odiham in Hampshire for the

start of the second round in this year’s rally championship.
The event took place in spite of the fact that one local resident,

on hearing that this dastardly event was goint to take place, had

threatened to apply for a High Court injunction in order to stop

the rally. Although he had no legal ground to stand on whatsoever

the organisers decided to reroute the rally in the interests of

public relations.

The first car left the start at

11:31pm followed at minute intervals

by the rest of the field. For the next

couple of hours the. twelve cars

stormed round the country lanes

(often in completely different

directions) but eventually they all

made it to halfway, except one

Datsun driver who had a slight
contretemps with a hedge. Most of

the competitors were treating the

slippery conditions with a healthy

respect although there were a few

who were tackling the course with

much verve. One competitor driving

a beaten up Mini Clubman beat it up

a little bit further with a spot of bank

bouncing as he threw it through the

bends (that was before he had nearly

gone into the back of another

competitor, but after he’d reversed

into a telegraph pole).

So at 4:30am, eleven cars with

rather tired competitors came

staggering into the finish. Most

people agreed that it had been well

worth while and very enjoyable in

spite of the relatively tough navi-

gation.

Congratulations to W Stevenson

who navigated himsel: from halfway

and still came 6th.

Results

1st: C Millard/D Mulcahy, Hillman

Imp.

2nd: W Gayer/R Maddock, Mini

1275.

3rd: M Turner/F Michasc, Saab.

J Vedy
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