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Complaints

threaten

new hall
THE EXEC and Residence

Committee have received com-

plaints this week from two

Ennismore Gardens residents on

behalf of the Knightsbridge

Residents Association.

Don Munro, Senior Warden

and Chairman of the Residence

Committee, has told FELIX

that the extent of the complaints

were ‘‘very sweeping’’. The

ladies brought up a number of

complaints to Don Munro and

Rae Snee on Monday, mainly

concerning noise from Southside

and Linstead.

The meeting didn’t start too

well; one of the ladies is quoted

as saying: ‘““We are not going to

believe anything you say because

you've told us nothing but lies

in the past’’.

The ladies went so far as to

suggest that the heating in the

halls needs serious investigation

as windows are often left wide

open in winter with stereos

blaring out over the mews. The

incident that sparked off the latest

series of complaints was Link

III, an electric Jazz band which

performed in Stan’s on Wednes-

day, October 7, although Jazz

Club say this was no louder

than usual.

Don Munro has said that

complaints should not be taken

lightly as they prejudice the

chances of getting planning

permission for a further hall

next to Linstead. He suggests

that serious thought should be

given to the staging of bands in

Stan’s, and the complaints

procedure should be tightened

up.

It is understood that a couple

of years ago, the Mayfair Resi-

dents Association succeeded in

bringing a legal action against

the Dorchester Ballroom which

resulted in its closure.
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FRESHERS’ BALLS UP
THE FRESHERS’ Concert on Saturday, October 11, made a loss of approximately £500. The
maximum estimate of the audience was about forty, though the headline band, No Dice,

brought a guest list of twelve. Significantly more than half the IC students present at the gig

walked out after Nigel Mazlyn-Jones finished. Only nine people had paid their £2 to enter by

8:00pm. John Passmore, the man responsible, was in the Union Bar at the time. When asked

what could be done about the low attendance, he answered: “I don’t know what to do... /

think Ill resign”.

Dave Gayor romps home

as Guilds Pressy

Dave Gayer was triumphantly ratified as President,, as Guilds held

their Election UGM on Wednesday lunchtime. Dave Wollard was

also ratified as this year’s HJT. These elections, for which both

candidates were unopposed were held due to both the President and

HJT failing last summer’s exams. There was a good turn out and

business was quickly and efficiently until the time came for the

formality of the candidates speeches. As this point in the

proceedings, half way through Dave Gayer’s speech, the lights went

out, air horns blasted, extinguishers sprayed in all directions, and a

party of RCS men, trained at a secret camp somewhere near

Southside, burst in, to attempt to steal Spanner and Bolt. After a

few minutes chase they were repulsed and Spanner and Bolt were

extracted from under a pile of hefty Guildsmen. With order

restored, both candidates were duly ratified and everyone then

retired in triumph to the Queens. :
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Mike Furmston, the ENTS

Chairman, made a spot

decision to reduce the admis-

sion fee, to zero, in a last

ditch attempt to boost the

attendance. So IC Union

made a loss on the concert,

consisting of £325 fee to No

Dice; £80 to Nigel Mazlyn-

Jones; £50 to compere Brian

‘Cookman; £35 to doormen

and, of course, the cost of

publicity and the statutory

drinks for the band.

The fiasco was orginally to

have been the first ever IC

Freshers’ Ball, featuring a’

concert, a disco, food and

drink, as opposed to a straight.

gig. John Passmore was the

man responsible for the

initial idea, soon after taking

office. He asked ENTS to

book bands for October 11,

and the bands were booked.

Then, only two weeks before

the beginning of term, Mike

Furmston, alarmed by the

apparent lack of organisation,

suggested to Mr Passmore

that the event should be

trimmed down to a simple

concert. The idea was re-

jected.

On Tuesday, October 7,

Dave Wheatley, the Union:

Publicity Officer, was given

the details of the event, and

told to design some posters.

Up until then, he explained,

he had been assuming ENTS

had done, or were doing the

publicity, as he had not been

told anything about the

event. ENTS, of course, were

assuming the Union were

going to do the publicity, for

the same reason. No arrange-

Continued on page 3.
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Letters to

the Editor

Dear Sir

I would like to express my

support for the letter in last

week’s FELIX from the Snooker

Club.

As a woman at IC, I have

always made great use of the

ICWA Lounge. I still wonder

why it was necessary to move

the meeting place of a long

established association to the

third floor since this is very

inconvenient to ICWA members

and members of the Snooker

Club in the adjoining room.

The new room is not at all

suitable for IGWA meetings or

for use as the ICWA Lounge.

I feel that both clubs should

have been consulted along with

the student body in general

before. the move was made.

Yours faithfully

Sheila Cox

Geology 2

Dear Sir

I feel that for the benefit of

freshers and others unaware of

the ICWA presidential situation

at the moment that the time is

now right to express my views

on ICWA and to justify my lack

of presidential action.

This lack of action does not

stem from a lack of interest in

the welfare of women at IC,

quite the reverse, in fact. I feel

that ICWA, as it stands, does

very little for the vast majority

of its members, and the ease

with which I stood unopposed

for president provided an ideal

opportunity to demonstrate the

circus which ICWA had become.

Although I feel that no one

person has the right to attempt

to closedown ICWA, it is surely

the right of any member to

express their opinions within the

legal structure of the constitution

of that society. So, perfectly

within my rights as a member

of IGWA, I stood for President,

stating clearly my views and

intentions before being duly

ratified as the sole candidate for

ithe post, demonstrating the

diminishing interest in ICWA

by the ordinary women at IC,

which was also illustrated by

the fact that I was the only

candidate for any committee

post who actually turned up in

person at the meeting for rati-

facation.

So I feel that I stood, not as

one person attempting to destroy

-ICWA out of pure animosity,

but as a figurehead for the

many women at IC who have

lost interest in ICWA and

everything for which it now

stands.

I should also like to add that

although I did receive advice

from VARIOUS people familiar

with the technicalities and

constitution of ICU, I believe

strongly in the methods I chose

to express my opinions.

In conclusion, I feel that my

point has been made and by the

time people read this the ICWA

Committee will have received

my resignation and. my with-

drawal from membership and

have the chance now to elect a

new President for the remainder

of the session.

Yours faithfully

Sandra O'Sullivan

ICWA President

Dear Sir

I would like to reply, via your

letters page to the Snooker Club

President’s queries regarding the

TV/ICWA Lounge.

This lounge had ceased to be

used for TV-watching before

March 10, 1980, when House

Committee decided to convert it

to a committee room, changing

the locks to stop its use as a

corridor. I had naturally pre-

sumed that Malcolm had _in-

formed Snooker Club of this at

the time, as he should have

informed them of the decision of

Joint House Committee on June

3 to give ICWA use of the

room, allowing the newly-

named Upper Lounge to be

used at lunch-times for various‘

committee meetings.

The main problem is that the

room cannot be fully sealed off

due to the need for a fire escape

route from the central to the

east staircase. Thus the doors

could easily be secured with snib-

locks, and I am assured by an

authority on locks that these

would invariably be used con-

tinually, rather than only in an

emergency, making it rather

pointless spending money in-

stalling them.

The second problem is that

the Union By-Laws state: “A

portion of the Union Buildings

shall be set aside for the use of

the members of Imperial College

Women’s Association’’, so until

such time as this is amended,

ICWA must be provided with a

room.

As for the lounge being the

only room available for Snooker

Club’s ‘‘long-awaited third

table’, I am sorry to disappoint

members, but after checking

estimates and. consulting the

RCC Chairman, I can find no

money allocated (even pro-

visionally), unless of course the

members are going to produce

the £2,000 to £2,500 themselves.

I had already explained all

this personally to the President

of Snooker, Club, and IJ hope it

is now Clear to all of itsmembers.

Rachel Snee

Deputy President

Sur

Anyone replying to the IC

CB Club Small Ad (FELIX,

562) ‘‘via Channel 19°’ will

have been contravening the

Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1949

this carries a maximum fine of

£400, and confiscation of all

equipment. They will also have

been causing severe and poten-

tially dangerous interference to

the legal users of 27MHz band

(radio control operators and

members of the medical pro-

fession).

All rather unnecessary, really,

considering that members of

HAMSOC (IC Amateur Radio

Society) operate radio trans-

mitters covering HF, VHF,

and UHF perfectly legally.

We assume that the IC CB

Club is in fact non-existant, and

that no such illegal activity is

being carried out in the name of

Imperial College. Should an IC

CB Club be formed, we trust

that IC Union will carefully

examine its activities before

allocating funds.

It is not that Hamsoc is

opposed to a legal ‘CB’ in this

country. Indeed, the committee

is considering its reply to the

Home Office ‘Open Channel’

discussion document, and would

welcome contributions from the

pro-CBers at College.

However, we are certainly

opposed to the activities of the

27 MHz pirates that are bringing

the hobby of amateur radio int

disrepute. ‘

73,

Russell Whitworth, G4CTP

John Savage, GBRRD

David Legg, GBWUF

Andrew Layton, RS39959

Ian Jones, G8LWI

Andy Sharpe, GGMLM

Chris Gallacher, G4JCX

Keith Prior, GBXHK

Sur

We the undersigned are

writing seeking advice concerning

the present moral attitude of

our colleague and cohabitant.

We are led to believe, by force

of circumstance (i.e. he doesn’t

come home at night, and is

always ‘tired’ when we see him)

that our colleague is conducting

himself in a most ungentlemanly

and unbecoming manner. We,

being pure, chaste, upstanding,

Christian citizens, have great

difficulty in comprehending the

erring ways of our companion,

and feel that his soul needs

some further guidance back

onto the path of righteousness,

from which he has unfortunately

strayed. We would, therefore,

be eternally grateful for any

advice which could lead to the

salvation of our poor friends

misguided state of mind.

Yours concernedly

K J Chell

S J Cavanagh

JP) Curry

Dear Steve

Concerning your article in

last Friday’s FELIX, I strongly

protest at the title of your

article “Arab/IC Radio Con-

flict’ and accept your apology.

I point out that there is no

CONFLICT in existence and

that the word Arab bears no

significance in relation to the

article.

Secondly, I would point to

the word ‘mosque’. We only

requested a ‘room’ for our

lunchtime prayers between

12:00 and 2:30pm. At present

we are in 15 Princes Gardens

and we have had a problem for

the past four years in finding a

room. Now the room at No. 15

can be used for other purposes

as well as being booked by us

for the 2'/, hours. It does not

render the building religious,

and we have not asked for free

access at all times. I hope this

suffices in reversing the argu-

ment in your article.

I should also point out that

the level of activity of our

members is good and around

ten to twenty people attend the

daily prayers as well as between

forty and seventy people on

Fridays in the Union Concert

Hall. Our many other events

and projects are well publicised

and have included Arabic

classes, discussion groups,

leaflets sent out to all students

informing them about Islam as

well as the usual Islamic Week.

The latter provides an ideal

opportunity in an informal

setting of anyone who wishes to

know more.

Y Elsaie

Islamic Soc
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ments were made for the booking

of rooms other than the Concert

Hall, for the provision of food or

for the booking of a disco, hence

the final format was two bands

and compere in the Concert hall.

On the night, the only member

of the Union Executive to turn up

was John Passmore, who paid a

fleeting visit before going on to

Ruth -Hildebrand’s birthday

party. The rest of the IC members

in the audience were either with

ENTS or fans of Nigel Mazlyn-

Jones. This suggests that either

the publicity was nowehere near

as extensive as it should have been

or that everyone had seen No Dice

before.
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On Monday, a Union Council

meeting was held, from 6:20pm

to 8:25pm during which several

important matters arose.

The new games machines

installed in the Lower Lounge

had been emptied and £660

collected over the last two

weeks. This was a considerable

increase on last year when ICU

dealt with Brighouse Games

Ltd. Rae Snee said she was very

happy about the arrangements

with the new company, Kossway

Automatics Ltd.

The issue of sabbatical tax

was also raised. There was no

opposition to the view that

sabbatical officers should have

an increase in pay to maintain

present levels after tax. Dr Ken

Weale, the Honorary Treasurer,

said that he had made rudi-

mentary calculations of the tax

liable, although there may be

further complications such as

the tax year starting in April

and sabbaticals finishing in

June, or whether the Inland

Revenue will attempt to tax last

year’s Exec. It was finally

decided to refer the issue to the

Finance Committee.

Council Report

Another matter referred to

Finance Committee was the

purchase of a further fifty pots,

the present stock being only 37.

It is, of course, traditional to

present members of the CCUs,

ICU and other people who have

helped the Unions with engraved

pots. However, the quote by

suppliers, Mappin and Webb,

was £1,800. The continuation of

tradition was questioned and

was referred to Finance Com-

mittee for further discussion.

Council also approved in

principle the visit by John

Passmore to the Swiss Federal

Institute of Technology in

Zurich. This institution has

strong links with the College

and is celebrating its 125th

anniversary.

The motion before Council

concentrated on the dilemma

facing Greek students at Imperial.

Although Greece becomes a full

EEC member in January, Greek

students are likely to be charged

full fees instead of the lower

home fees for the last two terms.

The motion asked that the Dept

of Education: be asked to clarify

the situation.

There is a further complica-

tion, Greece does not recognise

the UK BSc degree. Students

coming here have to take an

MSc to gain Greek recognition.

This complexity appeared to

confuse Phil Cole, a prospective

External Affairs Officer (Graham

Greene opposes him at the next

UGM election) was obviously

bemused when asked: ‘For us

ignoramouses, what is a BSc?”

It was also pointed out at

Council that in view of the Unions

imposition of discretionary fines

on overdue posters, it was odd

that a UGM poster should be up

eleven days after the event.

AS WELL as having to suffer

initiations, Dave Woollard, the

new Guilds HJT, felt slight pains

in his stomach. He was admitted

to St Stephens Hospital on

Wednesday night and his appen-

dix was removed. Dave hoped to

be back next week.

Fire Escape

Inverts

Work on the fire escape from the

new Islamic Society room has

been stopped due to an objection

from IC Radio. The original plan

was for Islamic Society to have a

fire escape through IC Radio’s

Northside studio. Since IC Radio

have about four thousand pounds

worth of equipment in the studios,

they were understandably un-

happy about allowing free access

to them. The new plan is for a fire

escape in the same place, but

opening only from the IC Radio

side. Islamic Society will have a

fire escape built via number 8

Princes Gardens. IC Radio have

not yeat been told when the

workmen will be moving in, and

as yet the room in which the door

will be made is still being used asa

technical workshop. Dave Fuller,

IC Radio Station Manager, said:

“T am pleased that it poses no

further security risk, but I’m upset

at the loss of such a valuable work

area’.

Colin Palmer

Laithwaite Weight Loss

The first Mech Eng Soc meeting

of the year was held on October

9. Its main attraction was the

speaker, Prof Eric Laithwaite,

this alone attracted a massive

turnout. In excess of 400 crammed

into Mech Eng 220 to hear this

acknowledged expert expound

on gyroscopes.

The lecture began with a

series of anecdotes about his

early life. His manner belied a

clever control of the audience

and an ability to deftly deal

with the attentions of photo-

grapher Colin Palmer.

In quick succession he ques-

tioned the use of vectors in

dealing with such things ‘as the

coriolis force and torque. He

illuminated what could have

been obstruse with a steady

stream of provoking, but humor-

ous questions.

However, he was in his element

when talking about the properties

of gyroscopes. This culminated

in him lifting easily a massive

spinning gyroscope that could

not be lifted when motionless.

The questions of weight loss he

raised were beyond the ken of

many present but he justly

received prolonged applause.

Two’s Company

The President, John Passmore,

has announced that he and

Michael Arthur have set up a

company called Anglesond Ltd,

on behalf of the Union; each

will own one share. This company

will negotiate with landlords

and rent property which they

will then lease to students. The

point being that a company

presents a more intimidating

challenge if the landlord wishes

to increase the rent or evict.

The immediate cost was esti-

mated to be £95 which will be

quickly recouped once the

scheme gets underway.

LST Prize

Judith Turner of Microbiology

2 was presented with first prize

in the London Student Travel

Competition. The prize was two

tickets giving best travel any-

where in Europe. Miss Turner

gave those tickets to a friend

who had helped her with the

competition.

Tufts

A reciprocal agreement has

been reached between ICU and

Tufts Union. Though the Tufts

College is situated in Mass.,

USA, they have a London

branch that enables some stu-

dents to. take their third year

here. On Tuesday, members of

Tufts College, who will be

living in a hotel near Lexham

Gardens, were given an intro-

duction to ICU. This took place

in the Union SCR; short talks

were given by John Passmore

and Liz Lindsay with inter-

jections by Pete Stevens and

Nick Morton. There was a

lengthy period of questions,

where such pillars of College

ethos as pub crawls, Rag, and

tiddlywinks were explained.
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