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Police

ignore IC
after trophies
stolen

ON THE 22nd August, FELIX

reported that £5000 worth of

trophies had been stolen from
the IC Union Office. The
trophies have not yet been
recovered and the police seem
to have made little progress.

The theft took place in the
early morning of Tuesday 29th
July between two o’clock, when
Beit security made their patrol
and the time the cleaners opened
the office. A window was broken
in the Honorary Secretary’s Office
to gain entry and then the rather
inadequate trophy cabinet lock
was snapped off.

An unfortunate aspect of the
robbery is that it should never
have occurred. Malcolm Brain,
while he was Deputy President,
wrote to the Estates section of
College on 31st October and 3rd
December, 1979, asking for an
estimate for an alarm system and
better locks for the Union Office.
Rachel Snee (present DP) received
the reply on 9th July 1980, just
three weeks before the trophies
were stolen.

Even though the trophies are
insured for £5,000, and are of
doubtless historical value, the
worth of them when melted down
is negligible, as most of the cups
were only silver-plated or pewter.
Three solid silver cups were left
behind! These factors have led
College Security to believe that
the robbery was the result of a
‘grudge’ against the Union, by,
perhaps an ex-student who knew
the layout of the Union Office.
They have even gone so far as to
put forward a suspect to the
police: an ex-student who has
been convicted of theft and
vandalism in the College several
times in the past.
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THE New Musik concert arran-
ged by IC Entertainments
Committee for November 23
has had to be cancelled because
Jollege Block have withdrawn
the of the Great Hall.
New Musik, despite a successful
album and several popular singles,
agreed at the end of August to
play a gig at IC for half their
normal fee, provided the booking
was for a Sunday. ENTS agreed
and arranged a provisional booking
of the Great Hall. On attempting
to confirm the booking, they were
told that Captain Lindley, the
College Domestic Secretary, had
vetoed the decision.

Captain Lindley, when asked,
stated that the gig could not go
ahead as it was on a Sunday. This
meant, he said, that there would
would be problems over security,
complaints from local residents
about drunken rowdies on a
Sunday night, a lot of people
would have to give up free time
to supervise the concert, and if
the Great Hall were to be required
on Monday morning the cleaners
wouldn’t come in to set up for it.

Mike Firmston, the ENTS
Chairman, brought up the follow-
ing salient points:

1) “Security are prepared to
do Sunday concerts provided they
are not punk bands’.

ii) “*‘Most people come to the
gigs by tube to South Kensington.
and then over the walkway.
which effects few residents:
furthermore no drunk will be
allowed in the Great Hall and the
Union Bar is the nearest source of
alcohol (a quarter of a mile
away)".

use

iii) ““There is no difference
between giving up time to supervise
a concert on a Sunday. and
giving up time to supervise a
concert on a Saturday'.

vi) “ENTS has”to clear up
after a concert, in fact. after last
year’s John Miles concert, Mr
Thomas, the Domestic Manager
wrote to ENTS to congratulate
them on their tidiness. In any
case, no one had booked the
Great Hall for Monday morning.
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Apparently Captain Lindley
was very worried about Great
Hall concerts after all the corres-
pondence about a Jack The Lad
gig some years ago, though since
then several Sunday concerts have
gone off without a hitch; further-
more, ENTS booking for Caravan
on Sunday 16th November will
take place (College claim that this
was passed ‘by mistake’). ENTS
need Sunday concerts as this is a
useful way of booking bands at
cheaper rates, and also tends to
draw a larger audience.

Fortunately for ENTS, they
have not been asked to pay a
cancellation fee, but it is another

* unfortunate set back for them."A

similar situation occurred in 1977
when ENTS had to cancel Great

ENTS GIG VETOED

Hall gigs due to the GLC enforcing
extra safety arrangements. That
dispute was best summed up by
the then ENTS Chairman, Tim
Fowler’s, comment: “We seem to
be the only venue of under 2,000
capacity where the GLC is exerting
its pressure. Travel to the Round-
house, the Marquee, the Nashville,
or any similarly sized concert hall,
and look to see if they have got a
four foot barrier in front of the
stage. And few of the other
regulations come near to being
satisfied at these examples”.

This autumn’s situation is best
summed up by Mike Firmston’s
opinion of College block’s attitude.
“There are no Sunday concerts,
because there are no Sunday
concerts’’.

Bloody great holes
in the skirting board!

Colin Palmer
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Letters to
the Editor

Letters, and indeed all copy for
FELIX, should be neatly written and
double spaced. Names and dept. must
accompany all letters otherwise they
haven’t got a cat in hells chance of
ending up in print. However, these
details will be witheld or a pen name
substituted if required.
Correspondance is invited on all
topics; there will be no censorship but
the editor reserves the right to chop up
letters to make them fit (and still
retaining the original meaning).

Sir,

Having recently been a recipient
of the so-called “RCS Handbook”
I was appalled to see to what
depths this formerly illustrious
publication has sunk. Are we
really to believe that all the RCS
Officers are imbeciles and sexual
deviants who serve no better
purpose than to continue an
outmoded and decrepit tradition
for another year? This is certainly
the impression I get.

Does this appalling Mark Smith
person believe he can tamper with
RCS and not get himself into
considerable bother? Does he
suppose he is above the unwritten
law?

A cursory glance through this
rag left one with the distinct
impression that all the articles
were penned by the same person
writing under different pseudonyms
Am I far wide of the mark, when
I suppose that Mr Smith himself
is responsible for the horrible slurs
in the characters of the people
who have given up their spare time
to be RCSU Officers? Or perhaps
one or some of his cronies “created”
the insidious profiles under this
“Editor’s” direction.

That the stalwarts of one of our
college’s student unions should be
so stabbed in the back, fills me
with hatred and loathing. I think
a lifesize picture of Mr Smith
should be pinned to the wall of
the RCS Office and everyone

entering therein should be obliged
to throw darts at it. Can he not
be .ostracised by RCSU?

If I were Richard Archer I
would come down extremely
heavily on this abominable
person. Is “Motion of Censure”
too:strong a phrase to use? I can
think of at least twenty-two good
reasons why the most heavy
penalties should be brought to
bear, but it would be too tedious
to list them here. So I shall refrain

I hope my words do not go
unheeded for this is indeed a sad
day for us all.

Yours sincerely,
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Dear Steve

Thanks very much for the copy
of FELIX, I love the masthead —
I only wish we could afford four
colours .

A few points on your piece on
London Student. Firstly, 1 doubt it
Sennet even in the halcyon days of
1971 had a circulation of 100,000.
It’s more likely that they were
distributing 20,000 and claiming a
readership of five students to each
paper.

Secondly, Imperial has in fact
subscribed to London Student for
two hundred copies a week, not
three hundred.

Thirdly, I would check a bit
before claiming the largest circu-
lation if (and I don’t think it will)
London Student folds. PCL’s McGarel
City Poly’s Pepys and University
College’s Pi all spring to mind as
having about the same circulation
as FELIX.

Back to FELIX, I like the Fishy
Tales column (are you going to
describe the colour scheme of
your office in it?), but have no
idea what PG Tips is supposed to
beTabout . . .

Hope you have nice holiday.

Best wishes
Paul Segal
Editor of London Student

Dear Paul,

Thanks for your letter.

I don’t like your masthead in the
slightest and I wish I could afford four
colours too.

A few points on your letter in
FELIX. In my original article, I said
that Sennet had claimed a circulation
of 100,000 per week in 1974. They
worked out that after printing 40,000,
each copy was read by 2.5 people.
This caused the editors of other
London student newspapers to attack
Sennet  for diverting advertising
revenue away from them by this
ludicrous circulation figure. In reply,
Sennet’s advertising manager is on
record as saying: “You're being too
honest” and “You are approaching
advertising too fairly and squarely.”

I concede your second point but
hope that you are not going to claim a
readership of 4,500 at IC, ie. 22.5
people per copy. :

Thirdly, I would have thought you
weren’t correct. For instance, Pi
springs to mind as not being a weekly
newspaper.

Best wishes,
Steve Marshall
Editor of FELIX

Sir, : 3

In your last issue (559) the
article from” John Whitehouse (PG
Group Chairman) complained
about the grant received by PG
Group from the Union — suppo-
sedly: 30p from a £39 capitation
fee. Mr Whitehouse seems to have
overlooked the fact that the
Postgraduate Group gets this
grant over and above the other
facilities that the Union provides.
The £39 capitation fee paid to the
Union goes to providing facilities
for sports, clubs and societies, for
CCUs, for FELIX and for the
many other wide and varied bits
and pieces.

Also for the number of people
who actually participate in the
PG Group, enthusiastic as they
may be, I would say that those
few get much more than the 30p
suggested.

I would therefore like to invite
Mr Whitehouse and the many
uninvolved PGs to set their own
house in order before they start
griping about their grant. The
alternatives are: i) to get rid of
the PG Group altogether or ii) to
set up an undergraduate group
@).

J Passmore

While vou were
away

Thief in Sherfield

Mr John Smith, the College
Secretary, arrested a thief in his
office on 2lst August.

The thief was observed leaving
with Mr Smith’s wallet sticking
out of his trousers.

The case has now been heard
in court and the thief has been
imprisoned for six months.

Round at the Queens

On 17th July, such big knobs as
Chris Fox, Sean O’Boyle, and Jo
Armitage together with other
assorted guests went off to a
Buckingham Palace Garden Party
in the motorised mascots Jez and
Bo. A good time was had by all!

Comings and Goings

At the beginning of August, Mr
Geoffrey Reeves took over the
post of Chief Security Officer after
the death of Mr Dawson last
term. Mr Reeves is a former
Scotland Yard Chief Superin-
tendent whose son studied at
Guilds.

Mr John Samworth, the Book-
shop Manager, has now retired. A
new manager will not be appointed;
the Bookshop will run itself with
the aid of a small computer.

Last Post

Finally, when you go to post your
letter by the RCM you will be
surprised to see that the postbox
has been removed. Over the road
you will see one of the very first of
the GPO’s revolutionary new ‘K-
type’ pillar box. The Post Office
intends, over a period of years, to
replace all existing pillarboxes
with the K-type. We at FELIX
are not impressed.

Small Ads

Small ads will be accepted at ANY
time and will appear in the next
available issue. If ads are submitted
by Monday 5:30pm, it is likely that
they will be inserted in FELIX the
following FRIDAY.

Ads are free to members of College,
but a charge of £1.50 per col cm may
be applied for peculiar financial gain
ads or outside concerns at the
discretion of the Editor.

URGENT!

eHaryadi Halim, Indonesian, write to
Bulog immediately.

eConsort Chamber Orchestra (IC's
very own) urgently requires a com-
petent HARPSICHORD/CONTINUO
(virtuoso) who will attend faithfully and
play brilliantly on the College’s superb
harpsichord. Apply to Dr D M Munro,
Elec Eng Room 803, Int 3111 or 3333.
Audition piece: Brandenburg 5.
eAttention! Notice to all students and
staff. We are looking for suitable
subjects to take part in psychophysical
experimentsinthe VISION RESEARCH
GROUP situated in the Biophysics
dept of the Blackett Lab.

You are likely to be suitable if you
had a squint or a lazy eye as a child,
whether treated or not, or if when
corrected by spectacles you have one
eye with poorer vision than normal,
then we would like to see you. If
interested contact either lan Holliday
or Annette Grounds, Room 714
Biophysics or Int 2925. Thanks for
reading this.

eAttention frustrated commuters!
Need a lift into College? Live in
Clapham or Battersea areas? Much
cheaper and comfortable than Lon-
don Transport. Contact Robert
Demartino, Aero Eng 1 or phone 673
1541.

eEasy Cash! Anybody wishing to
earn some money (about £1.20 per
hour) manning the bar at Harlington
on Wednesday and Saturday after-
noons, please contact Nick Morton,
via IC Union Office. Obviously, this
will best suit students who are
actually playing sport out there.
eCalling All Anorexics: Anyone
interested in the formation of a self-
help discussion group, please phone
Ann V Salvage, int 2073, or write c/o
Mech Eng dept.

®ACC Meeting: The first meeting of
term will be held on Monday, October
6, in SCR at 6:00pm.

oGaelic football. Anyone who saw
Kerrry win the All-lreland final in
Sept 21 and is interested in forming
a Gaelic football team please contact
John Passmore, int 3915.
eCroquet Club: Is anyone interested
in playing croquet or helping to run
the club? If so, please contact either
*Peter Watts (Maths 2) or Roger
Brugge (Atmos Physics PG).
eSwimming: University of London
Swimming Club meets Mondays
6:30-7:30pm at ULU, Malet St.
Freshers’ Night: October 6; Freshers’
Trials: October 13th. All welcome —
especially competitive swimmers of
all standards.

eSoccer: Could the Soccer Club
Captain contact Ken Newton in the
Sports Centre re. playing Chelsea
reserves and Chelsea apprentices.
eSmokestack require energetic,
enthusiastic rivvum and blooze
drummer. Contact Eric or Sid via IC
Radio, Int 3440 or Southside Studios.
eAttractive, sincere, friendly Editor of
FELIX would like to set up a personal
section of the small ads whereby
students can wish their mums happy
birthday or merely construct cryptic
codes for their friends benefit and
the bemusement of others. All ads
should be kept to about thirty words
or under if possible. All ads are
inserted free of charge, but box
‘numbers, if required, are 20p each.
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