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SOUTH AFRICAN RUGBY FIASCO

ICU PRESIDENT ADMITS PLAYING RUGBY

WITH THE SOUTH AFRICANS

MOTION OF OCCUPATION

SET FOR NEXT UGM

PLUS MOTION OF CENSURE ON _ ICU EXEC

SOUTH AFRICAN RUGBY MATCH

Regular readers of the Daily Mirror will

have noticed the front page ‘Exclusive’

news story about the Royal School of

Mines. Last Monday’s Mirror led with the

scoop that a Rugby match between a Dave

Rhodes select team (which contained

members of the RSM) played against a

team representing the mining industry

(from the South African Vaal Reef Mine).

The match had to be called off at halftime.

However, the Mirror got its facts slighly

wrong and so for the first time FELIX

reveals the truth behind the Mirror news

story. - see back page.

the official photo of both teams



Sirs,

As Frank James deems it fit to

name IC Rugby as one of the

“most notable offenders” in his

attack against “anti-intellectu-

alism’, | feel the record must be

put straight.

Aithough | find his expressed

views on the CCUs debatable (to

put it mildly) | will only concern

myself with the Rugby Club.

iC Rugby Club have never held

initiation ceremonies of any form

for its members and never will do.

This Mr. James is FACT - perhaps

you should check up?

We are a sporting club and as

such exist solely to play rugby. We

have no desire to “degrade”

people or be a “creeping disease”

throughout the CC Us. Our club is

part of IC Union, not the CCUs by

the way.

The members of IC Rugby play

twice each week and train twice

each week - all because they

WANT to play rugby for IC - not

because they wish to become a

“beer-swilling lout” or a “latent

homosexual”.

Heaven knows why our club

should be labelled as “detrimental

to the life of individual students

within the college”.

You will notice that | have

included several quotes from Mr.

James’ letter: reading them will

make you realize just how

ridiculous his comments were.

Steve Townsend

Captain IC Rugby Club

PS - | won't be sending the boys

round to “clone” you into our

way of thinking Mr. James. (Anti-

intellectualism?)

Dear Sir,

The Freshers have now been at

College for about a fortnight and

have probably formed their own

Opinions about the College, the

Union and specifically the CCUs.

Many events have been

organized in the first week, almost

all of them by the CCUs (and the

Rugby Club). These events have

been well attended and generally

well liked.

The Constituent College Unions

are democratic organizations,

anyone can propose motions

and/or put foreward new ideas at

their meetings, most of which are

open to all students. This seems to

us to indicate a willingness to help

and be helped and to participate

with the freshers and everyone

else; it does not seem, to us at

least, that we are trying to cast

impressionable young people ina

‘wicked mould’.

‘Once in a CCU all chance of

doing something else is

immediately denied.’ What

rubbish! You are free to come and

go, as and when yo like. The way

FJ goes on, one would think that

CCU Offices, gave them a quick

frontal lobotomy and force fed

them beer! On the contrary,

elected in fair and free elections,

we as Presidents take it upon

ourselves to involve people in

College life and if the CCUs can't

cater ior a particular interest, we

are the first to suggest who can.

Frank James states that anyone

taking an interest in academic

work is shunned by the CCUs.

‘Why then do RCSU, C&GU and

RSMU organize their own

Academic Affairs Committees,

and elect Academic Reps and

Officers who’ discuss problems

with the staff and other students?

Are we to assume that Prof.

Laithwaite etc are beer-swilling

louts with latent homosexual

tendencies, just because they

take part in the academic clubs

which are part of a CCU?

Another important part of aCCU,

is Rag, which undoubtedly

encourages individuality because

of the constant need for new ideas

necessary to maintain a year long

effort which collects thousands of

pounds for charity.

Frank James seems to have no

compunction about slamming the

CCUs, which get out there and

raise money for worthwhile

causes, perhaps he thinks it more

worthwhile to sit around

composing misleading letters.

Here we are speaking for the

feeling in our colleges and sign off

accordingly, does Frank James’

letter present the views of the

Social Clubs Committee?

Come on Frank, you’ve missed

the point, you rabbit on about

distraction from observance of

sections of the Union and then

pick on one facet of the CCUs,

completely ignoring the valuable

work done by them in all other

spheres.

Yours concernedly,

Sean O’Boyle (President RCSU)

Jo Armitage (President C&GU)

Bernie Pryor (Acting President

RSMU)

Dear Sir,

As a postgraduate ‘fresher’, with

experience of how other student

bodies are run, may | say that| am

in total agreement with Frank

James’ letter in FELIX (no. 527). |

first encountered this incredible

state of affairs when | went to the

inaugural C&G union meeting in

my first week.

| was amazed how a group of

people of supposed above-

average intelligence could behave

like absolute idiots. The events of

the meeting included holding a

coin in your crutch (having

previously pretended to stick it up

your asshole) and waddling down

some steps to drop it in a paper

cup. Was this practice really worth

taking up even a few minutes of a

normal humans life? The whole

process was ended in everyone

being instructed to chant some

mainly unintelligible nursery

rhyme.

Are these the events which

contribute to the social

development of students? Can

you therefore wonder at the

public’s attitude towards

students? Most of the students at

the meeting were freshers. | am

sure they are not all morons. But

from this meeting they were given

the impression from their ‘peers’,

that this is the way to behave. | am

sure losts of IC students would

like to get involved in more

important matters. The CCUs

should be a meeting place for

debate and a centre for organizing

action. The gulf between the

CCUs and the student movement

is shown by the fact that IC

sponsored a South African

student and a RSM team plays

rugby against white South

Africans!

Why don’t we give intelligent,

responsible and socially aware

behaviour a chance and make the

CCUs an agent for student

expression and not public

schoolboy pranks.

Yours faithfully,

Michael O’Connor

PG Social and Economic Studies

Dear Colin,

The two replies which were

published in the last FELIX in

response to my letter containing

various criticisms of the CCUs

(FELIX 527) made remarkably

interesting reading. Indeed |

found them so interesting that |

think they go along way towards

proving my contention that the

CCUs are highly undesirable

institutions.

The anonymous letter sug-

gesting that serious consideration

should be given to my own

abolition is typical of the CCUs

reaction to anything with which

they disagree. That is a totally

unreasoning statement designed

to enforce conformity, but which

actually demonstrates how utterly

pathetic these CCU people are.

The other letter, by James Gray,

wonderfully illustrates how non-

intellectual the CCUs are - he

can’t even read! Mr. Gray not only

ascribes to me views which | did

not include in my letter, but also

some which | do not even hold.

For example, he says, that |

believe that the CCUs ought to be

‘nationalized’ into ICU. He

continued by suggesting that |

would not be satisfied with that,

but would like to see one all-

embracing national students

union. Apart from the fact | never

said anything like this, | do not

hold these particular views. All |

suggested was that since the

CCUs appear to be in controven-

tion of our by-laws serious

consideration should be given to

their abolition.

However, despite his inability to

read my letter and his consequent

failure to answer my points, | will

endeavour to answer the points

which he raised in his letter.

He suggested that the smoking

concerts are ‘in moderation,

essential to the academic and

social development of the

student’. The trouble is they are

not held in moderation; it has

become increasingly apparent

this year that any suggestions of

moderation are simply rejected by

the CCUs though they attempt to

employ methods of concealment

and dis-information to hide their

contempt for those people who

have suggested moderation

In the case of sporting standards

and academic affairs, Mr. Gray

raises valid points. But it should

not be beyond the wit of man to

devise ways of retaining the

present status which these fields

enjoy at the same time do away

with those degrading aspects of

the CCUs which | have

highlighted. Indeed | would

suggest that by such action more

attention could be focused on

sporting standards and academic

affairs.

Finally, | should like to answer

Mr. Gray’s suggestion that

reforms of the CCUs should come

from within rather than without. |

thus return to my analysis of the

tribal structure of the CCUs. By

enforcing certain taboos by the

degredation which the CCUs

imposes on its members, they

ensure that no serious innovation

will take place within the CCUs.

Since to suggest such a thing

would be to break the tribal taboo

and incur whatever wroth the

CCUs can inflict. Thus it is

impossible for reform to come

from within; it must be from

without.

Yours sincerely,

Frank James

PS

| presume that no letters from the

presidents of the CCUs imply

they are too afraid to have their

views published in FELIX.

MORE

LETTERS

ON

PAGE
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we strapped freshers down in the

=



4th OCTOBER UGM REPORT
by our Internal Affairs Correspondent

“Were they asleep or merely dozing?” was

the question on the tip of most observers’

tongues at last Thursday’s big event - the first

Imperial College Union meeting.

A meeting with just about the required

quorum of three hundred managed to wade

its way through reports, motions and bye-law

changes, covering such diverse and

controversial topics, as the executive sacking

the sabbatical FELIX Editor, some members

of the Royal School of Mines playing an

invitation rugby match with a South African

team, the need to mobilize the student

movement to fight education cuts, etc. etc., in

little over thrity minutes.

A description of the effect of a bar night on

Sean O’Boyle’s (RCSU president) vocal

chords raised the most response from the

meeting, with almost a ripple of appreciative

laughter.

Just after this slight stirring, the Mines

Union report was interrupted by a young lady

(whose name| did not catch) questioning the

right to report an event to a meeting in

contravention of union policy. This said event

being the proposed rugby match with a South

African team. | think it was only reasonable

that we could have expected a few good

Stirring speeches attacking the flagrant

reactionary racists in Mines orcommending

their protection of the right to freedom of

choice in sport. We were, needless to say,

disappointed.

At last the meeting reached the main item

on the agenda - a motion on education cuts

proposed by the ICU President (whose vocal

chords were holding up quite well). Not an

inspired speech - but at least an attempt. On

being told, however, of the imperative for the

student movement to get off its arse, our

union members were seen to merely slump

further in their seats. ;

The chair throughout the meeting was

conducted efficiently by the new chairman,

Mick Berry, but then he did have little to

contend with.

The lack of inspired controversy at this

meeting could perhaps be blamed on this guy

Judice (who is he anyway?).

Political Prisoner Released

The IC Amnesty International Group has heard

recently that one of their adopted prisoners of

conscience has been released. He is Mr Ben

Mpabanga Nyathi from Zimbabwe-Rhodesia. He

was arrested in 1973 under the emergency powers

regulations, on completing a seven-year sentence

for a political offence. He was never tried or even

charged after his arrest, and this is why Amnesty

took up his case. At no time was the prisoner

political action.involved in violent

Over 150 political detainees were released in

Zimbabwe in July and August, in what seems to

have been an attempt to increase support for, and

credibility of, Bishop Muzorewa’s administration.

Mr Nyathi amongst these people.

Anyone who would like to help in the work done

was

by Amnesty International is welcome to come to

the meetings of the college groups at 5:30pm on

‘Tuesday evenings, which are usually in the green

committee room on the third floor of the Union, or

ring Owen Green, int. 2962 or Hugh Tinsley, int.

297):

ENTS Films In Muddie

Imperial College ENTS have had

to rearrange most of their films for

this term. Ther films are usually

shown in the main lecture theatre

of the Mech Eng Building, room

220, but the extensive programme

has had to be changed, from that

originally shown in the freshers’

edition of FELIX.

Next Thursday’s film will be the

‘French Connection’ replacing

‘Carrie’, which will be shown ata

later date. ‘Rollerball’, originally

due to be shown at the Rag film

night, will not be shown at all, and

the ‘Kentucky Fried Movie’ due to

be shown in November is in some

doubt.

The reason for all these changes

has been due to the lateness in

booking by ENTS. Films are

usually booked towards the end of

the summer term, for the

following session, but this was not

done until half way through the

summer vacation, this year. The

result was that many of the films

were no longer available on the

nights ENTS wanted them.

However, when the situation is

sorted out another list will be

presented in FELIX. ICRN

Window Coilides with Southside

Resident

On Tuesday evening, a

Southside resident ran through a.

window. Nick Melling, a first year

civil engineer, was heading for his

room via the main entrance to

Southside, and mistook one of the

‘ windows at the side of the doors

for an open door. He appeared to

be suffering only from minor cuts

and contusions, but was taken to

the casualty department of St

Steven's for treatment, just in

case. ICRN

Short Life Property Group

The short life property group,

started towards the end of last

term and will be continuing its

work this term. The aims of the

group are to find, renovate,

decorate and live in unused

housing around London. Rents

are as low as two or three pounds

on these properties, but they are

usually very difficult to find. Last

year two members of the group

joined a scheme in Hackney, and

they are now living there with a

very low rent. Anyone interested

in joining the group should see

Michael Arthur in the welfare

office. ICRN

Hardship Fund Abused

The College Hardship Fund has

been abused by two students who

were able to support themselves.

One of the students, a Persian

whose name has been withheld,

applied to the hardship fund for

three years, during his first

degree, but was caught when he

returned for his PhD. The student

has since repaid all the money he

obtained from the fund.

CINA

Refectory Suggestion Boxes

Suggestion boxes will replace

the complaints and suggestions

books in the refectories next

week. The idea of the boxes is for

students to put their suggestions

in them instead of the current

books. College decided on the

boxes instead of the books

because they felt the complaints

might be of a more constructive

nature, if they were to be read only

by student representatives. It will

then be up to these represent-

atives to complaih to the staff

involved, in the kitchen

responsible for the food.

ICRN

Royal College of Science Brion

The Royal College of Science Union

Rag Committee wish to thank everyone

who helped collect £733.57 on the

tiddlywinking rag stunt on Saturday.

The top three Rag collectors were:

Zosia Zbrezniak with £53.40

James Powell (Maths 1) £30.68

Jane Lavers and Helen Emms,

(both of Life Sciences 1) with £30.40.

Yet again I have been asked to plug

the Freshers’ Dinners. They are exellent

opportunities to get to know your

department, explore the subtleties of a

formal dinner, and appreciate the art of

after-dinner speaking, all for the bargain

up.

price of £5.

Just to remind you here are the dates

again:

Chemistry

Maths

Physics

tonight!

19th October

26th October

Life Sciences 2nd November (witha

disco afterwards in the JCR.

Remember,

noticed

your absence will be

if you are too apathetic,

antisocial or downright pathetic to turn

Finally, there is a Royal College of

Science Union General Meeting at 12.45

in Physics Lecture Theatre 2 on

Thursday 18th October so come along to

see how your union is’ being managed.

a)

Communist Society

MOLE DIGS REVOLUTION

“Well,” said Kevin, looking at his watch, “how

long will it take to get Socialism?”

Mole looked aghast. “You'll have to wait for

the correct revolutionary conditions,” he

eventually murmured.

“Will it be very bloody?” asked John.

“| certainly hope not - don’t you?” replied

mole. “Il think maybe we ought to have a

discussion at one of our Monday evening

meetings in order to sort out some of these

questions.”

“What a good idea!” exclaimed Barrie. “Of

course, the important thing to remember is

that changes in society can only be brought

about through mass participation and

struggle of ordinary people- beware of liberal

porcupines and tory badgers, who would

have you believe that socialists are anti-

democratic - socialism can only exist in

Britain if it is the expression of the democratic

will of the people’. mole said sagely.

Paul at that point stirred and suggested that

they discuss all this next week. The others

would have agreed but they were already in

the bar.

Communist Society discussion meeting

Roads to Socialism

Monday, 15th October 6:30pm

ICWA Lounge


