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GM CHANGES BY-LAWS
It is now possible to remove a Departmental Representative from

office. The By-Law change had its second hearing at last Tuesday’s

UGM. To dismiss a Dep Rep it is necessary to draw up a petition with at

least 10% support from that department and present this to the Hon Sec

of ICU who will then call a general meeting of the department where a

discussion will be followed by a bailot.

This change was necessary because there was previously no method

of ousting Dep Reps from their posts.

Also past its second reading was a clause stating that the ULU Rep,

FELIX Editor and Union Publicity Officer should be permanent

and Policy on Abortion

Merche Clark speaking against motion on abortion

NEWS IN BRIEF
Jez Threats Anger

Students from Queen Mary

College sprayed blue paint over

the two lions at the foot of the

Queen’s Tower last Sunday

Morning.

And on Tuesday IC Union

received a threat that Jez was

‘next on the list’.

The threat came in a letter

composed of words cut from

newspapers. It read: ‘‘Mary

roars back at her old friends.

Look after your fire engine.

Next on the list? We will win

in the long run’’.Mary is QMC’s

mascot, kidnapped by IC stud-

ents earlier this year.

Executive members’ were

furious because Jez, the RCSU

fire engine, is an inviolate

mascot. Deputy President

Malcolm Brain told a Union

meeting that he would report to

Executive the police any attacks on Jez.

RCSU President Chris Fox

visited QMC Union on Tuesday

afternoon and spoke to their

Vice President Nigel Woodcock.

He explained which of IC’s

mascots could be raided and

which were inviolate, and in-

formed him that any action

against Jez would be regarded

as criminal. Nigel Woodcock

said that he would look into

the matter and consider making

a contribution to the cleaning

of the lions.

This is the second time this

year that the lions have been

painted. On 8th December they

were found covered in red paint

which was removed by College

workmen before it had a chance

to dry.

News in Brief continued on

back page.

observers on Council.

Some confusion reigned over

Jeremy Farrell’s amendment to

the Standing Orders. This was in

fact designed to clarify previous

amendments to the standing

orders.

The original changes con-

cerned the right to speak for and

against procedural motions but

was not clearly worded and this

amendment was aimed at

rectifying the situation.

The proposed change was

eventually withdrawn to be

‘discussed at a later date.

Only six people stood for PWP

so no election was required and

Mike Elkin must surely be

disappointed at missing an

opportunity to demonstrate his

skill with STV. The six ratified

were Gary Dearmer, Mick Berry,

Mark Clegg, Tansy Hepton, David

Lyons and Colin Palmer.

John Passmore was ratified as

External Affairs Officer for the rest

of this session.

Tim Hillyer was elected at the

UGM by a show of hands, in

preference to the absent lain

Shacklock, and will be joined on

the EAC by Kevin Courtney,

ratified as Ordinary Member.

No candidates were fully

nominated for Union Finance

Committee, Union Publicity

Officer and the Publicity Officer of

the External Affairs Committee.

The one ballot taken was for

Union House Committee where

four candidates were contesting

for three places. Those elected

were J Tidy, M Town and M

Wiszowaty.

Barry Austin spoke to his

motion withdrawing support from

the National Abortion Campaign

and putting a motion to ULU

Student Representative Council

to do likewise. Mr Austin

explained with a visual aid that

abortion late in pregnancy was

‘abhorrent’.

An amendment proposed by

Bryan Smith deleting previous

Union policy was narrowly

passed. A second ‘delete all and

insert...’ amendment proposed by

Kirsten Pratt urged that ICU write

to NAC voicing our disapproval at

late abortions but did not

advocate ULU withdrawing

support. This was defeated and

the main motion carried despite a

speech against from Merche

Clark.

ICU President Mary Atten-

borough said afterwards that

because the UGM was so poorly

attended and immediate action

was required by this motion she

would be recommending to

Council that they refer this back to

a future UGM.

Iranian Society proposed a

motion deleting all previous

policy on Iran, calling on ICU to

support the Iranian Revolution

and condemn__— discrimination

against Iranian students in

Britain.

An amendment proposed by

Tony Cox was passed which

ridiculed the original motion, but

before a vote could be taken

Kirsten Pratt challenged the

quorum and the show ended.
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LETTERS ee SS ee
As proposer of Gruffydd Wyn

Jenkins for ICU AAO, I should

like to comment on the short

article on him which appeared in

last week’s News In Brief.

Firstly, there was a_ little

confusion about the reason for his

resignation:

It was believed that his academic

-standard was not good enough.

However, the real reason was that

he was thinking ofstanding again

next year, when he would have

more experience and do an even

better job, if elected. In_ his

unselfishness he decided to resign

for the time being.

Secondly, he was voted in fairly

and secretly at a quorate UGM,

and I fail to see how it can be

assumed that the Miners, in

particular, voted for him.

I- hope that the Union is

grateful for the invaluable work

which he has done so far.

All the best,

Iain Shacklock

Dear John, - Having been

involved ‘in Meet IC on

‘Wednesday 2nd May on the IC

Rag stall and having seen the

interest shown by the hundred or

so residents who attended the

function. I feel that it would be

much more desirable if this event

could be extended, possibly over

several days. This would enable

the college not only to encourage

more local residents to attend, but

also to invite representatives from

different companies with a view to

interesting them in employing

students from IC. It should also be

possible to allow the students to

look around the exhibition, which

obviously took a lot of time and

effort to prepare, to let them get a

better idea of what is happening

in other departments.

This, I think, would’ be

valuable both for the college and

for the visitors.

Yours sincerely,

(love and Kisses) ‘

Tansy Hepton

Dear Sir, - I object to being

treated as an imbecile each timea

General Election comes round. I

knew that my vote would have no

effect. on. the result . in. my

constituency as a Conservative

MP was bound to be returned

with an increased majority. How

much longer will the intelligent

voter have to put up with a

situation where there are over 400

safe seats in which his/her vote is

bound to be wasted?

Of course, now that a Tory

government has been returned

with a substantial majority, there

will be no further mention of

electoral reform for five years

since they do not need to rely on

Liberal votes to maintain a

majority. The cruel irony is that if

we had had _ proportional

representation at this election, the

Liberals would have had about 90

seats and would, in fact, hold the

balance of power.

We need to restore to people

the sense that their vote counts, no

matter who is cast for. The ‘first-

past-the-post’ system merely leads

to negative voting whereby

people do not vote according to

their true convictions.

Yours, etc

Richard Earl

Physics PG (Laser Group)

Blackett Laboratory

Dear John, - I would like to thank

Mr Mooney and his staff for their

efforts at the RCS Annual dinner.

They gave me a lovely meal, even

though I am a ‘difficult’

vegetarian. I know Sara

McGuinness would also like to

express her appreciation.

Kirsten Pratt

Dear Sir, - I wish to express my

gratitude to the Tizard Hall

warden for vetoeing my _ re-

application to hall after being

‘detrimental

passed by the _ reselection

committee, (very democratic!).

The reason given: my

unsuitable attitude being-

to hall life. This

complete judgement of my

character being backed up by the

numerous trouble incidents

(none!) and our very lengtthy

acquaintance .(at least two

minutes).

My gratitude also for his excellent

timing, it now being impossible to

apply for Hamlet Gardens

accommdation and therefore a

big question mark over my future

‘home”’.

Obviously as warden he

considers there to be excellent

reasons for this action. But as lam

sure many would agree, reaching

a decision of this importance from

a small conversation, an amount

of non-complimentary heresay

and the total rejection of a

committtee (who are obviously

better acquainted with myself

than the warden is ever likely to

be!) does not correspond with the

helpful, understanding and fair

person I associate with the post of

warden.!

Yours, a dissatisfied

Tizard Resident

Eds note - Name and Dept. supplied.

WHAT'S OM So ren eee ee
FRIDAY 11th May

CLUB ACTIVITY

IMPERIAL College Christian Union Christians in the Real World: II ‘At

work’ John Clarke-HTB, and Advisory Body. 6.30pm. Music Room, 53
Princes Gate. s

MONDAY 14th May

ACC GENERAL MEETING

5.45pm, Bot-Zoo Common Room. Free! Anyone interested in standing
for a post on next year’s committee should attend.

MISCELLANEOUS

Photosoc Shop. 12.45-1.15pm. Room 211 Linstead. Competition prints
now awaiting collection.

TUESDAY 15th May
CLUB ACTIVITY

DEBATE - 1.00pm, Huxley 340. Admission by membership - 20Op.

Motion: ‘This house believes that free abortion should be available on

demand’. (Guest speakers).

RIDING Club 1.00pm - 2.00pm. Electrical Engineering. Room 1009,

Level 10. Bookings, Club News, All members welcome.

MISCELLANEOUS

STOIC Transmission ‘Rocky Horror Picutre Show’ Part 1 13.00. JCR,

Union TV Lounge, Southside Halls, Southside Lower TV Lounge. First

of 3 Part serial starring Christopher Biggins.

WEDNESDAY 16th May
CLUB ACTIVITY

‘JAZZ Club end of term triple Bill’. 8.30 - 11.00. Stans Bar. Free.

‘Whatever your interest in jazz then you’re sure to find something to

please you in Stans tonight. Modern, Trad and Big Band Jazz are all on

the bill”.

THURSDAY 17th May

MISCELLANEOUS

PHOTOSOC Shop. 12.45 - 1.15pm Linstead Room 532. Competition
prints now awaiting collection.

STOIC Transmission ‘Rocky Horror Picture Show’ Part 2. 13.00. JCR,

Union TV Lounge, Southside Halls, Southside Lower TV Lounge.

Second of three part serial starring Christopher Biggins.

STOIC Transmission - repeat of Monty Python Programme. 18.00.

Union TV Lounge, Southside Halls, Southside Lower TV Lounge.

Sir Arthur Acland English Essay Prize
1978 - 79

1. The object of the competition is to encourage the writing of
good English.

2. The competition is open to all registered students of the

College.

3. Essays must reach the Registrar not later than |

October 1979.

4. A total of £90 is available for the award ofa first prize of£50,

a second prize of £25 and a third prize of £15.

5. A successful candidate may not compete again.

6. Prize essays may be published subject to the permission of

the College.

7. Acandidate must submit an original English essay of about

3,000 to 5,000 words in length on one of the suggested topics

listed below or on any topic of his choice. All essays should be

readily understandable to the non-specialist reader.

The importance of cars.

A scenario for a world of expensive energy supplies.

Does Britain need a National Theatre?

Censorship.

Waste.

Punk.
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Rent Increases

I was pleased to see that a long-term (70 year) lease for

all the Evelyn Gardens student houses has been bought.

Admittedly the twenty-two per cent rent rise will come as a

shock to most, but it’s worth it for the advantages in the

long run.

Ken Weale, the Union Senior Treasurer, has pointed out

that if the short-term lease had been bought instead then

the resultant increase in ground rent would still have to be

paid for. Either way the rents would go up, but this way IC

hangs onto Evelyn Gardens for another 70 years.

Meet IC Day ae

Rumours abound as to the cost of ‘‘Meet Imperial Coll-

ege’’. Fortunately the often-quoted figure of £70,000 was

totally inaccurate, the final figure being about £1500. With

200 guests in all I’m sure that relations between us and the

residents will have been improved.

It does seem a pity, though, that very few students had a

chance to visit the displays or see the Sherfield Building

decked with flowers. A one-afternoon event does not do

justice to the effort and hard work put in by the staff. Per-

haps if it had lasted longer more residents would have been

able to come and more students could have appreciated the

wide range of academic/recreational facilities IC has to

offer.

FELIX Election

At last! A contested post for Photographic Rep on the

Committee. The election will be held at 12.30 in the FELIX

Office today. All members are urged to attend and vote.

ICU Handbook

The copy deadline for all articles for next year’s Hand-

book is June 10th. All clubs and societies, Union Officers

etc who have something to say to next year’s intake should

have their copy (typed please) in by then at the very latest.

What a week!

May 7th to 10th must easily rate as the worst week I’ve

ever had. Not only did the bank holiday put us one day be-

hind schedule but things grew steadily worse, culminiating

in the self-destruction of the Comp Set late Wednesday

night. Many thanks to AM International for their speedy ser-

vice. No thanks to Simon (when do I get a mention) Milner

for starting the rumours about Mel Kinkie and myself. We’re

just good friends. Cheers,

John

NEWS IN BRIEF
More Opposition To Quotas

The University of London’s

Joint Committee of Senate and

the Students Representative

Council has come out against

any quotas on overseas student

numbers. The Committee is

opposed to any limits on

academic freedom and upholds

the university’s right to decide

admission.

In 1981 students will be re-

presented on London Univer-

sity’s Senate by the University

Of London Union President and

ten student senators, six of

whom will be faculty represent-

atives. The Joint Committee

has agreed to increase the nunm-

ber of its own student members

from five to six and these are

to be elected as faculty repre-

senatives as a ‘‘dummy run’’

for 1981. This procedure is sub-

ject to agreement by the ULU

Students Representative

Council.

No Opposition To Massive Rent Rise

An expected 22 ver cent rent rise in halls and student houses

has provoked no objections from Union Officers or ordinary

Students.

At last Tuesday’s Union meeting President Mary Attenbor-

ough outlined the proposal which would increase Southside rents

to £14.00 per week from £11.50.

She explained that the rise, which is greater than an inflation

increase, is necessary to Start repayment of a £670,000 loan made

to the Student Residence Account from College funds.

The loan is for the purchase of the 70 year lease on all the

student houses in Evelyn Gardens as well as on three extra

houses to be available in about seven years. The present lease

was due to lapse next year and would otherwise have only been re-

newable for seven years. The interest rate on the loan is 10 per

cent and it is to be repaid over 35 years.

Mary Attenborough’s view is that College is acting to safe guard

future student residence, a line which the Union has been urging

for a long time. Although the rent rise is large she is in favour of

its acceptance, and believes that if this purchase goes ahead

College will be favourably disposed to making more money avail-

able for accommodation should any further property in Evelyn

Gardens come onto the market.

The rise is not as large as was first mooted. College’s Finance

Office earlier asked for a 27 per cent rise based on maintaining

Residence Account reserve funds at a level of 10 per cent of ex-

penditure. The present rate reduces the reserves to about 7 per

cent.

Mary Attenborough is waiting for further student reaction before

informing College of the Union’s considered view.

Good Response From Residents

The Rector has received about 30 letters so far from local

residents who came to last week's ‘‘Meet IC’’ day saying how much

they enjoyed the afternoon. Captain Lindley who organised the

event is very pleased with the response. He hopes the College

can maintain the initiative and consolidate the contacts made with

local residents. But College has not decided whether to organise

similar events in future years.

The cost of ‘‘Meet IC’’ was about £1,500, of which the largest

single item was catering. The organisers tried to save money by

producing nuch of the material within College.

The final total of guests was around 200, several of whom

arrived later in the afternoon. The figure of 130 quoted in last

week’s FELIX was the number who had arrived in the first hour.

HELP!
HELP!

Graduate student engaged in survey research facing

rapidly approaching deadline!

Help urgently required to transfer replies from returned

questionnaires on to Data sheets. No special know-

ledge or skills required! Simple but comprehensive

instructions provided. Do as much or as little as you

like; generous pay.

What better arrangement than earning ‘readies’ while

advancing the cause of knowledge and saving a fellow

sufferer?

Ring (01) 902 8721 for further information or drop a

line to :-

P.S. TALKIN

25, WEMBLEY PARK DRIVE,

WEMBLEY, MIDDLX HA9 8HJ


