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Jez on show at the Meet IC Day

OWEN SYMPATHY
FOR SOVIET JEWS

Foreign Secretary David Owen has expressed support for the
work of individuals and private organisations who campaign
on behalf of human rights for Soviet Jews.

In a letter to Mary Attenborough Dr Oweris Political Adviser says
that' the Government have considered carefully whether to intervene with the Soviet
Governmenl on behalf of Boris Kalendarev, the Soviet Jewish student
adopted by IC Union and recently arrested by Soviet police.

He goes on to say that the Government have concluded that they can best help
by doing all they can to bring about a more enlightened and humane attitude on the
part of the Soviel authorilies to human rights in general rather than by making
representations on behalf of individuals ....

"Private organisations and others, of course, do extremely valuable work in
drawing altention lo individual cases; and 1 am convinced that evidence of
widespread public concern does have an effect on the Soviet authorities ...

“The predicament of Mr Kalendarev is only likely to reinforce public concern
about the Soviet Government’s implementation of the Act, and will reinforce the
Government’s  determination to do everything they can to bring pressure on the
Soviet Government to improve ils performance in these areas’the right of peoples
to cultural and religious freedom and freedom of movement , the letter
concludes.

contd. on back page

Local Residents

About 130 local residents saw Imperial College in action on
Wednesday this week when they were invited to ‘Meet Imperial College’.
No effort had been spared to impress the visitors and in the event the
organisers were rewarded by success.

The aim of this public relations exercise was to enhance goodwill
among College’s nearest neighbours for IC by showing them something
of what the College was doing. Residents from all walks of life received
invitations including members of the Knightsbridge Residents
Association, some of whom had been vocal in their opposition to the
proposed Linstead Hall extension.

The chief organiser Captain Lindley had miscalculated somewhat on
the numbers. He had expected around 300 people and numbers were
disappointingly low. But those who came thought the effort was well
worth while.

The visitors arrived at 4.30 and were first of all treated to tea and
biscuits in the Sherfield lower refectory to the accompaniment of music
provided by members of IC's orchestra.

At 5.00 precisely they all filed into the Great Hall where they listened
to The Rector telling them about the College, its history and activities.
Visitors were duly impressed with the scope of ICs facilities both
academic and recreational, and the Rector ranged over the various
research subjects of the department and the activities of student
societies.

After listening to the Rector the
visitors had an hour to look at the
displays set up in the JCR and the
heavy electrical and hydraulics
laboratories. Professor Laithwaite
was on hand to demonstrate his
linear motor which proved a
source of amazement to all.

Most departments had set up
displays of their work in the JCR.
A number of student societies
also participated including
Photographic Society, Audio Soc,
STOIC, Radio Society, Art Club
and the Red Cross detachment.
Outside, Jez, specially polished
for the occasion, was popular
among the few children present.

At 6.30 the visitors moved into
the Senior Common Room for
wine and snacks. Mooney truly
excelled himself giving part-
icipants a totally false
impresssion of IC catering.

Every detail had been worked
out. Even a drawing pins
subcommittee had been set up to
solve the problem of obtaining
large numbers of drawing pins all

of the same colour. In the event
they failed as | observed both
white and gold drawing pins
securing the displays.

The Union also participated,
both in the guise of its societies
and as a provider of 20 guides to
help visitors find their way
around. These were equipped
with specially designed slop shirts
with the rather unimaginative
motif ‘meet Imperial College’. A
lengthy argument had taken
place over whether the guides
should be allowed to keep the
shirts, but following indications
that the College was unlikely to
get them back anyway, the
organisers finally decided to let
the students keep them.

But on the whole ‘Meet IC’, the
first event of its kind in College
was a success and the visitors,
who ranged from the Director of
Studies of the French Institute to
an lrish Civil Servant who had
only come for the wine, left with
a good impression of the College:.
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Dear Mr Harris - In the light of
certain remarks that have
appeared in FELIX I feel some
comments must be made, some of
which should have been brought
to the attention of students long
ago.

Personally, when I read Stella
Earnshaws letter I did not really
care that you had closed
correspondence on it. I would
have liked to say something about
the backstreet abortion lie but
otherwise the letter consisted of
twisting remarks I made to
different meanings and personal
attacks on me and Sean. None of
the pro- abortionists had actually
answered any of my points and if
this is the best they can do it shows
they have no concrete arguments
anyway.

I would be interested to see you
-actually name the vast number of
alleged people who could not
stand another mention of
abortion in FELIX who came to
vou and asked you to stop it.
Whilst 1 accept that after six
letters on the topic it could have
become stale to many people I do
not see how you can justify saying
the ‘same few’ who were
discussing it as I was the only
correspondent who wrote more
than one letter on it (ie 2). Each
week someone different made a
contribution (and I am sure you
told me 2 women had replied to
Miss Pratts letter but then you
denied it when the next FELIX
came out).

You: are also unjustified by
comparing the issue with the
stand on homosexuality based on
a belief that only a tiny minority
of students have. I have no
particular religious or political
beliefs. and assess the issue as I
assess torture or blackmail.
without reference to any dogma.
My arguments would apply to
anyone, not just those who believe
the Bible or Das Kapital or
whatever.

I submitted a letter last week
which vou refused to print on the
grounds that yvou had closed
correspondence on the topic. The
letter consisted of a number of
humorous extracts from the Bible
ahout God. How you can say you
had closed such correspondence I
fail to understand because -

(i) The topic was the Bibles
attitude to homosexuality.

(i) You had closed correspon-
dence on this topic (ie abortion)
not ‘these’ topics.

I was very annoyed about this
because I had spent many hours
compiling them, and I thought
many non-religious people would
find them amusing.

© Which brings me to the
important part of this letter.

Paid sabbaticals, and any other
union officers for that matter,
should be servants of the union,
not masters. You said in your
editorial (FELIX 512) there is no

danger of the union taking over
‘the newspaper of IC Union’,
there will still be ‘editorial
freedom’ (the editor will still
dictate how the paper is run?). In
the last FELIX, you say you were
‘elected to edit’. I believe these
concepts are correct for an editor
of a commercial newspaper with a
large full-time staff, but for a
paper like FELIX the editor’s

job should be co-ordinating and

making the biggest contribution
to the work involved in producing
the paper. Disputes about what
can be included in the paper
should be settled by a democratic
body such as the new FELIX
committee, although a UGM
should always be able to overrule
such decisions if necessary. The
Union finances it, reads it,
members of the union produce it,
and if it is the newspaper of IC
Union the union should have
ultimate control over it. It should
NOT be controlled by any one
person.

True, what you have said is
what the bye-laws say, but I have
thought the bye-laws were wrong
for a long time. 1 feel a UGM
should always be able to overrulé
a decision of the Editor of FELIX
the same way as it can overrule a
decision of the President or the
Executive. Being able merely to
do the ultimate and sack him is
not sufficient. I welcome any
other views on this matter.

I have never tried to do
anything about this because I was
naive enough to think such
disagreements never arose, but
from last week’s letter it appears
they can and do. I, personally, feel
vou have been reasonably fair on
matters where you may have
some bias eg. you have printed
heavy criticisms of yourself, you
printed in full my very long first
letter on abortion (as I hope you

will this letter). Nevertheless,
dictatorship is always wrong,
even b Gt s yesfonsible

dictatorship.

Finally. whilst I can see some
svmpathy for your need to close
correspondence on abortion, in
view of vour refusal to print the
above mentioned letter and other
reports of the dictatorial way you
have been running FELIX
recently I am resigning from my
post of the FELIX committee as

media rep as a small mark of

protest.
Barry Austin

Dear Sir, - Your editorial self-
defence in last week’s FELIX
seemed to me to be mis-judged
and ill-researched, not to mention
unfair.

Firstly, the correspondence on
abortion was not between the
‘some few’ at all. You published
six letters on the subject from five
different contributors; these
figures speak for themselves.

Secondly, if you felt compelled
to close correspondence, Miss

Earnshaws letter was not the one
suitable in view of its factual
errors, unanswered questions,
serious misrepresentation of the
aims of PATA and its attacks on
Barry Austin and myself. A brief
perusal of the contents of the letter
is sufficient to reveal this fact.

Lastly, plase refrain in future
from needlessly linking abortion
and homosexuality. The letter to
which you replied dealt only with
the former.

Yours,

Dear Sir, - Last week we
attended, along with thousands of
others. the Festival of Mind, Body
and Spirit. at Olympia. We
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves, but
were appalled by the large
wastage. Many stalls handed out
leaflets to most passers by, even if
they showed no apparent interest
in the subject.

The case that shocked us the
most being Friends of the Earth,
who at the same time were selling
recycled paper etc and advising us
to slow down on our consumption
of the world’s resources.

Sean D Kell
. Taking the educational aspect

PS - T will discuss the contents of DO account, we feel that the

the aforementioned letter with
Miss Earnshaw or anybody else. I
would hate to start a chain of
correspondence on editorial
freedom and judgement which
would, no doubt, be just as
unimp;ortant i ’boringj as the the stall as they wandered past.

one in question. Jan and Kirsten Smith
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leaflets was needed, but that the
stalls concerned could have been
more slective and given the
leaflets only to people who were
doing more than just glancing at

DISCO

IC CHINESE Society farewell party - film, buffet and disco. Room 220.
Mech Eng for film Southside lower dining room. 50p for members, 60p
for non members.

CLUB ACTIVITY
SOUP-RUN, 9.30 for 10.30. Falmouth Hall
mushroom flavour.

ORIENTEERING Club Meeting. 12.40pm Union JCR.
IMPERIAL COLLEGE Christian Union. Christians in the real world:
‘Take my life’ OMF speaker. 6.30pm. Music Room, 53 Princes Gate.

SATURDAY 5th MAY

kitchen. Tomato or

MISCELLANEOUS

ULU SNOQKER Championship. 10am. Snooker Lounge, 3rd floor
Union. 25p. SU Cards required.

MONDAY 7th MAY
CLUB ACTIVITY ;

PHOTOSOC Shop, 12.45 - 1.15pm. Linstead 211. New low prices on’
boxes of 100 10 x 8 inch ilfospeed.

TUESDAY 8th MAY
CLUB ACTIVITY

SOUP-RUN 9.30 for 10.30, Falmouth Hall Kitchen. Mushroom for
tomato flavour.

MISCELLANEOUS

UNION General Meeting. 1.00pm, Great Hall. Union Cards required.
Motion on abortion, elections for committees, bye-law changes.
TALK ENTITLED ‘Who needs Jews', 1.00pm Maths 340, Guest speaker -
Clive Lawton. (Board of Deputies of British Jewry).

STOIC TRANSMISSION repeat of another Monty Python programme
13.00. JCR, Union TV Lounge, Southside, Halls, Southside Lower TV
Lounge.

WEDNESDAY 9th May
MISCELLANEOUS

WOMEN in Science and Technology Party. 8.00pm, til late ICWA
Lounge. Come and enjoy yourselves. All welcome.

THURSDAY 10th MAY
FILM
ENTS FILM, ‘Easy Rider’ (Cert x) 6.30pm, Mech Eng 220. 30p.
CLUB ACTIVITY

ICCAG AGM - 5.30 Brown Committee Room.
PHOTO SOC Shop. 12.45- 1.15pm. Linstead 532. Kodachrome 64 Now
in stock.

MISCELLANEOUS
‘LUNCH BREAK’ STOIC Transmission. 13.00 and 18.00.

distribution of a certain number of






