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THE NEWSPAPER OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION

FEES CAMPAIGN
IC Union is to stage its biggest campaign for a considerable

number of years in a bid to persuade the College not to impose

any tuition fee increases next October and to bring overseas

students’ fees down to the home rate.

Tuition fees are expected to go up by about 10 per cent this

year following an announcement by Education Minister

Shirley Williams that fee levels would keep pace with inflation.

It is estimated that the cost to the College of implementing the

Union demands would be in excess of £400,000.

At a meeting on Tuesday this week the Union External Affairs

Committee decided to direct the campaign at three main fronts: the
media and public; the College and Governors; and the students

themselves.

To gain attention from the national media students are being asked

to participate in a lobby of parliament involving a different MP each
day for a month.

Students would first write to their MPs and arrange to see them at the

House of Commons between 26th February and 23rd March. Dates

will be coordinated by the IC Union Office and students will only have

to go to the office and inform the Union of their home address. The

Union would then prepare a letter to the student’s MP, which the

student would simply have to sign and post.

Another gimmick to attract

media attention will be a “‘speak-

in” at Speakers’ Corner on

Sunday 25th February. As many

students as possible will speak for

5 to 10 minutes each including

be a mass lobby of Governing

Body on 23rd March.

To mount this campaign the

Union is asking for participation

by as many students as possibe.

The third line of attack is aimed at

Next Friday sees the 24 ‘hr

pedal car race at Bristol. The race

starts at 3 pm on the 16th

February. However the

Guilds/IF Valentines party is to

be held in the JCR on the same

night and so Guilds have a smaller

team of supporters. This year,

only 30 are going down to Bristol.

Pete Wright and Martin Wass, pedal car captains

Cambourne also clashes with the

end of the pedal car race. The

Guilds captain, Pete Wright, is

confident that Guilds will win and

Mines will come 2nd. There are

over 40. teams in the race. The

Mines women have always won

the ladies prize and are confident

of another win this year.

pie ee speaking in increasing students’ involvement
Pe ON eae and awareness of the problem.
Students will also be

encouraged to write letters and

articles to the provincial press in

favour of overseas students being

able to study in this country.

In addition the Union will

contact former overseas students

now working in their own

countries, and ask them to write

to the Rector telling him how

much they have benefitted from

being educated at IC. Copies of

these letters will be sent to the

press.

GOVERNING BODY

These tactics are aimed at

gaining public sympathy for the

Union’s demand. To convince the

College and IC’s Governing Body

the Union is to send a letter to all

the Governors outlining its case.

The Rector is to address the

next IC Union Council meeting

on 26th February at which the

main points of the campaign will

be put to him. Finally there will

OPTIMISTIC

External Affairs Officer Sheyne

Lucock told a FELIX reporter

that he was optimistic about the

success of the campaign but it will

need a lot of hard work. “The more

people involved in the Lobbies of

Parliament and Governing Body the

greater the chances of success. If wefail

it will be more due to student apathy

than the strength or otherwise of our

_ case.’? He was confident that a lot

of people would want to work for

this campaign.

The Overseas Students’
Committee will contribute by

conducting a survey among IC’s

1000 overseas students in order to

find out what degree of financial

hardship would result if fee

increases were to go ahead

The National Union of Students

is not campaigning on this issue

but wishes IC Union the best of

luck.

The Mines Bottle match against

IC MOTION AT SRC
Imperial College Union’s third motion to the University of

London Union this session was accepted without opposition

last week.

The motion, calling for the Senate House Library to be open

to the public, was one of four motions to be passed at

Wednesday’s meeting of the Students’ Representative Council.

The SRC also agreed to hold a one day Alternative Prospectus

conference under the auspices of ULU. This was proposed by the SRC

Executive in accordance with a decision taken at its last meeting. The

conference’s aim would be to encourage colleges of the University to

produce their own Alternative Prospectuses which could be printed in

Spring 1980 and be available for the prospective 1981] student entry.

The conference may also investigate a joint London University

Alternative Prospectus.

Imperial is at present the only college in London University

producing an Alternative Prospectus. The SRC Executive is to liaise

with ICU in organising the conference.

Another motion passed at the SRC meeting called for London

colleges not to timetable any courses on Wednesday)afternoons so that

this period could be set aside for sport.

The SRC also resolved to support East European dissidents and

encourage college unions to do likewise. J
continued on back page
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LETTE®S Peeeee ee
Dear Sir, - The last two editions of

FELIX have both contained

references to the use of Abortion,

and both have been equally

extreme, but opposite. in their

views. Last weeks: FELIX (No.

907) contained a letter supporting

the ‘Positive Alternatives To

Abortion” cult. It began by

stating that life begins at

conception, and that any attempt

at discussing this point is both

irrational and impossible.

Furthermore, that “there are no

serious grounds for saying that life

begins after conception.”

since: ‘thescentire: PALA

philosophy rests on this point, it is

worthy of considerable thought.

The pre-natal development

of. a child can be seen as a

continuum of events. during

which modifications are done ona

molecular scale to a bsic unit. For

instance. matter is accumulated

to form the egg. which is modified

on release. further modified at

conception. and subsequently

moditied a very large number of

times betore it’s even ready to be

born, let alone afterwards.

Looking at it in this “discrete”

way (I hope vou will forgive mv

model shows that the PATA

have chosen one such modifi-

cation as their origin. and vet it is

no more dramatic a modification

than anv of the others.

What about all the partially

completed humans that are lost so

regularly because we havent

allowed them to have just that

modification or anv of the

subsequent ones? That is as much

“compulsory euthanasia as

abortion is.

Surely there are grounds for

proposing that life begins after

conception? In particular.

perhaps the largest step in the

development is when the child

ceases to be a subsidiary of its

mother’s circulatory system and

begins to function as a living

human being by__ breathing.

Before this takes place the

foetus still has to be given a

final modification before it

can become a living child.

After this has occurred the child

is no longer dependent on the

mother who created it - her place

could be taken by anyone, be they

nurse, father; etc... (bute 7a

different personality may, of

course, result).

I would agree that the use of

abortion to reduce the number of

handicapped children is bad. the

reason being that handicapped

people can enjoy life as much as

others (and no doubt they have a

better appreciation of life than

most of us).

However, it is surely not evil

to use abortion for the

termination of unwanted

pregnancies in circumstances

where the child could not be |

satisfactorily supported. For

instance, a child with one parent,

who spends his most forming

years in a university nursery, and

not with his mother. is not going

to know his mother anything like

as much as a child developing at

home. If the parents have

prepared themselves sufficiently it

should not be necessary for a

mother to take a full-time job, and

preferably not even a part-time

job, while caring for her child.

Surely if children are going to be

brought up by a method of mass-

production, nursery style, it is

better to delay birth until such

time as parents can do their best

at an exceedingly difficult job.

I am not criticizing the

performance of individual

nurseries. Iam suggesting that the

large-scale use of them falls far

short of proper motherly care and

attention.

On the other hand, Michael

Arthur's Universal First Aid Kit

provided the week before (FELIX

No. 506) is not very commenda-

ble. either. Apart from its lack of

discretion, the advocation of

abortion in terms so shallow

demonstrates a frightening level

of insensitivity, particularly

coming from a Welfare Officer.

“Don't worry, there’s always

abortion’ (not his words) is a

despicable attitude to _ take

towards the realities of life.

Michael provides an excellent

service for the students at IC, but I

think he has slipped up here.

The two extreme attitudes to

abortion in the last two editions

must surely have drastically over-

simplified the situation. Abortion

can be used to prevent a

childhood spent in misery and

alienation. It should surely not be

used as an easy solution to a

problem which in so many cases

would never have occurred, hada

little though been applied to the

situation.

Yours faithfully,

Andrew White

Elec. Eng.

Dear Sir,

I would like to congratulate

the organisers of Welfare Day on

their ‘obvious success’ and I hope

it becomes an annual event,

However, it would seem my

enthusiasm for such an event is

not. shared by all, especially

Mr. Lane (Letters, FELEX No

507,. I feel Mr. Lane has blown

certain aspects of the day out ofall

proportion. The Condom

Inflating contest. was probably

never meant to be anything other

than ‘really silly’, to quote Mary,

and provided light relief on an

otherwise serious afternoon.

Personallyocl:odo net <feel

humiliated by my association

with a Union promoting such an

event, indeed I am_ proud to

belong to a Union with a

balanced outlook on the problems

of young people,

Some of these problems are

of prime importance here.

Despite the fact that it appears to

contravene Mr. Lane’s moral

code, sex is enjoyed by many

students at College. It is therefore

quite reasonable to provide

information on contraception and

an honest account in FELIX isan

excellent way of doing _ this.

Discretion in an article such as

this would be misplaced, as few

people would want to unravel

cryptic clues in order to avoid an

unwanted pregnancy. I also feel it

is useful to discuss these matters

openly on occasions such as

Welfare Day rather than telling

people they should feel guilty

about the whole affair.

Many people get a great deal

of pleasure out of sex as an

integral part of a _ loving

relationship (I do not consider

‘love’ to be a tainted word). Many

people also enjoy sex on a purely

physical basis, and can afford to if

they have the common sense to

employ our modern under-

standing of contraception. Why

should people feel guilty about

the physical pleasure of sex when

they would not feel guilty about

the physical pleasure given by

eating food or drinking good

beer?

I would never’ dispute

anyone’s right to religious views

but I would be grateful if such

views were kept to the individual

and not used to judge others.

Yours, depraved, .

Nick Morton,

Biochem. P.G.

Sir, - A couple of points

raised in last weeks FELIX

cannot , surely, go unanswered.

Godsquad (ICCU, Chaplaincy,

Methsoc, etc.) seem to have

become too complacent of late so

to kickoff, I for one disagree with

the statement made on the letters

page last week that; ‘Total

abstinance 1s a 100% effective method

of contraception’’ - surely Godsquad

have heard of Virgin birth - the

British legal system certainly has,

and recognised at least one case of

it earlier this century. Perhaps g-

s do not believe in such religious

nonsense?

To go on and suggest that

total abstinance is anything other

than extreme is absurd. Try

looking up extreme .in «a

dictionary. It could be argued

that castration is more extreme,

but surely that is merely a method

employed to attain abstinance,

and cannot therefore be more

extreme than the end which it

attains. Further suggesting that

“there are no side effects” is to talk on

rather thin ice. Does the author of

last weeks letter have curly hair or

wear glasses? Mr. Rider then

proceeds to jump up and down on

the ice by implying that sex causes

guilt. It remains true that many

people have lost a lot of sleep over

sex (perhaps not at IC?) but I

cannot help thinking that he has

missed the point. A strong sex-

guilt association is possibly a

minor psychiatric problem

caused by prolonged abstinance,

thus invalidating the “no side

effects’’ claim. Further, I for one,

would feel guilty if indulging in

total abstinance, at the thought of

many girls being deprived of 24-

hour access to my body, which

brings me on to a number of

points raised by Mary

(Attenborough)’s letter last week.

Most people at IC realise

that they are wanted for their

minds- by the academic staffif no-

one else, and occasionally, by

some sections of Life Sciences. To

realise that they may also be

wanted for their bodies is surely

reassuring if in moderation-

which is not quite what Mary

said.

Incidentally, if Mr. Lucock

were to hang around Bolton

Gardens late at night, he might

well find himself being treated

purely as a sex object. Finally,

whilst on the subject of the

Liberals, did Mary really mean

what she said - and I quote (in

context, too): Male onl}

events....are aimed at re-emphasising a

man’s sex role (having a bit of fun with

the lads)? I thought that the

YMCA catered for that sort of

‘thing.

Yours sincerely,

K.J.Fenning

Dear Sir, - I feel I must reply to

Ms. Attenborough’s letter of

2/2/7798 A ame ONE again,

appalled at the detrement she

causes to women fighting against

sexism by the ill advised words she

uses,

The dictionary definition of

“SEXISM”’

discrimination on grounds of sex (orig.

against women, now against women

and men)’ - chamber’s 20th

century dictionary - and I wonder

why she hasn't thought that

positive discrimination might

include encouraging men_ to

become nurses and secretaries etc.

I am constantly amazed by

the strain fellow women put on

their husbands, brothers etc. by

expecting them to be a “‘tower of

strength” to turn to when the

going gets tough and use their sex

as an excuse for being weak and

ineffectual. I feel there is much to

be gained for both sexes by

removing sexism - women will feel

respected as being of ‘some

intellectual as well as physical

worth and men will not feel it

necessary to act out a role of

aggression, unsuited to most men

I know.

Finally, I must comment on

Ms. Attenborough’s apparent

condemnation of marriage. Does

she seriously believe that a

woman is either a quiet,

submissive and domesticated
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