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WELFARE DAY

The largest audience seen for a long time gathered to watch
STOIC in the Junior Common Room on Wednesday afternoon.’

The attraction was the controversial sex education film “‘Grow-
ing Up’’ which was being shown as part of the Union’s Welfare Day.
The film, originally intended for school children, explained all the
facts about sex illustrated by sequences showing sexual acts.

Welfare Adviser Michael Arthur thought the film was helpful as
it treated the subject in an open manner. But Union Officer Sheyne
Lucock criticised its bias towards heterosexuality and several peo=
ple said that the film's opening sequence tended to reinforce sex

roles.

Another popular event was the
highly publicised condom blowing
competition. Criticised by mem -
bers of the Christian Union as
‘‘a disgrace to the College’’, it
attracted eight teams of five peo=
ple. The *“Bionic Blowers’’, a
team from Electrical Engineering
and Mines, quickly emerged as
the winner and was awarded the
prize of a bottle of whisky. After-
wards Union President Mary Att-
enborough commented *‘it was
really silly’’, while distributing
free condoms to the audience.

Several organisations gave
short talks to an audience of over
100. **Release’’ explained how
important it was for all people to
know their rights as anybody
could easily be arrested by the
police even if innocent.

The Campaign for Homosexual
Equality suggested that about 40
people in the JCR at that moment
may be gay and explained how the
law discriminated against homo -
sexuals.

Piers Corbyn, ICU President in
1969 - 7 O, attended as a spokes =
man for the Squatters’ Union and
gave an entertaining talk about
housing rights .and squatting. He
appealed for support for squatters
who had been arrested while be -
ing evicted from a squat in Hunt~
ley Street last summer. Piers will
be returning to College on Thurs-

day next week to show a film and
lead discussion on the Huntley
Street eviction.

Other speakers included a re-
presentative of the West London
County Court who explained the
pracedure for suing in the Small
Claims Court, and speakers from
the United Kingdom Committee on
Overseas Students, Shelter, the

Family Planning Association, the
British Pregnancy Advisory Ser -
vice and Nightline. Dr. Haines
spoke about the problems of pri-
vate study and Dave Haddon, new
ly elected to the |IC Community
Action Group, appealed to stu-
dents to support ICCAG’s activi -
ties. :

Several organisations set up
stalls in the JCR including the
IC Welfare Centre who displayed
many of their books and leaflets,
and four members of the Christian
Union who distributed a leaflet
condemning all **abuses of sex"’
and saying that ‘“There is no
correct use of sex outside marr-
iage’ (their emphasis).

The event was chaired by Mick
Berry and many others were invok
ved in its organisation. Michael
Arthur said afterwards that he had
been pleased with the response .
‘*“The condom blowing competit=
ion and the film were an obvious
success and the event had increa-
sed students’ general awareness
of the facilities available.’
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The winning team in the condom blowing competition

JOBS IN SOUTH AFRICA?

Imperial College Union is protesting at the recruitment of gradua-
tes by a South African construction company and is complaining to
the college’s Careers Advisory Service about their handling of the
affair. :

The firm, Roberts Construction, visited the college on Tuesday
this week to interview students for jobs in South Africa. The com=
pany’s recruitment literature paints a rosy picture of life in that
country, referring to ‘‘the benefit of a sunny climate and low income
tax”.

IC Union policy calls for an immediate end to recruiting in colle=
ge for jobs in South Africa. When Union Officers found out that Ro-
berts Construction was to conduct interviews in college, the Union
Academic Affairs Committee decided to send a letter to the seven
students involved urging them not to attend.

The letter, signed by S. Dilip= ' At the request of the Union the
kumar, Overseas’ Students Chair- Careers Advisory Service sent
man, and Paul Fairbairn on beha~ the letter to the students. But
If of the Academic Affairs Commit they also sent a copy to Roberts
tee, said that anyone accepting Construction on their own initia=
work in South Africa would be tive. Asked why they had taken
strengthening the apartheid sys=- this action, Careers Adviser Neil
tem and could be forced by law to Harris replied that he thought the
serve in the South African army. company ought to know what was .
The letter added that coloured bein g said about them..
workers® wages in the construc - Of the seven original applicans
tion industry were only one fifth four did not attend and two were
those of white workers and that interviewed. The seventh was Mr.
African workers were excluded by Dilipkumar, a civil engineering
law from holding posts similar to student and one of the signatories
those for which students were of the letter.
being interviewed. contd. on back page






