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BUSINESS AS USUAL.
As had been planned, the visit of H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh
did not disturb the work of most of the College. Sis gleaming
black Austin Princess NGN 1 arrived a few minutes late at
the Union Entrance, where the Rector and Viscount Falmouth,
Chairman of the Governors, were waiting to greet hin. Lord
Falmouth moved forward to open the door, but almost as soon
as the car stopped it was thrown open by the Duke, who
stepped briskly out. After posing for our photographers,
‘the party moved to the Rector's Room in the Union, where
Prof. Read and the three Deans met the Duke.

The first visit was to Chem. Eng. where exhibits of
. flame propagation in gases, explosion pressures, high pres-
sure research and work on the extension of the Gallendar
Steam Tables (a product of the College) were on show. The
party then drove in three cars to the Mines, where our cor-
respondent reported: "Despite the efforts of a miner who
errived after motoring all the way from Chem. Tech. Assis-
tant Prof. Sheppard met him at the door. Asst. Prof.
Pryor was unfortunately ill after arranging some excellent
work. The Bessemer Lab., recently pai‘ painted and rebuilt was
Spink and span without much special "bull" needing to be
dove}to remind the Duke that the service atn
even academic establishments. The Duke, ae
ignorance, was able after his tour to ask some very pertinent
questions. He was easy to talk to, and eager to find things
cout, except in the assay lab. where he is understood to lave
summed the scene up in one terse phrase, and hurriedly turned
away. At the expiry of the allotted half hour, the Duke waspolitely but firmly urged away, regardless of what he may
have really wanted to do. Perhaps therebeing an impecunious student." ee eae ih aes .

ICWA DINNER. —
As reported in the Evening Standard, the annual

dinner of the Imperial College Women's Association wes held

on Friday, 6th March, and as on past occasions was notable

for several amusing speeches. In proposing the toast to

the Association Mr. de Reuck stressed the importance of

minorities, especially such minorities as I.C.W.A. Reply-

ing to this toast the President, Miss Turnbull, apologised

for her lack of linguistic capacity and hoped the gentlemen

would excuse her if she spoke in English rather than in

French. In her welcome to our distinguished guest, Mrs.

Helena Normanton Q.C., Miss Entwistle made it clear that

the College is vitally imterested in the bar, she also
cleverly contrived to persuade the men of I.C. that we think
they are wonderful, as of course wo do. These speeches were

a fitting introduction to that of our distinguished guest,

whose flow of witty remarks and sound common sense will not

soon be forgotten. :

After the dinner the company moved to the gym fer

dancing, to find there a gift%o the Associatiom. We should

like to record here our appreciation of this extrm guest who

was so beautiffully displayed then and on the following

night. Among the spring-like decorations and with such dis-

tinguished companions we feel that Percy must have enjoyed

his change of air and have forgotten for a while his body-

less state. x A huge germ mascot stolen from Bart's.

After lunch in Queenie's, the party went to the Guilds,

where, in thé Civil Engineering Department work connected

with the design of a new dem was on show. Later, in the.

tech. Eng. Dept. a gas turbine development project was viewed.

[t was here that the small failure occurred, about which the

Duke expressed concern in his letter via General Browning,

his aide, to the Rector after the visit. On the way through

the Goldsmith Lab., His Royal Highness suddenly stopped in

his track, turned, and went over to a heap of rubbish which -

was lying on the floor. Several students were working on it.

He spoke to them, asked about it, and described it as a "won-

jerful contraption". This was Bo's Finest Hour.

' Then, over to the R.C.S. where an exhibition was

staged showing the history of the dyestuffs industry,

founded by William Perkin, discoveror of mauve in our

laboratories, 1856, and later developed in Germany following

the death of the Prince Consort, who always had an eye on

British science.' Research on chlorophyll-type colouring

matter was also shown. — : y

Our impression, gethered from several people who i
came in contact with the Duke, was that he was keenly intere

ted in what he was shown. He is known to be alive to the

scientific world's problems, and to be sympathetic. The:

other week he spoke about the need to make Science "a little
more fashionable’. He could not have been referring to our

being out of date. Perhaps he meant that it is remote from

national life; that it is tucked away in dark corners.

Maybe his visit, unofficial and so. little publicised as it

was (Lord knows whv!) will help to do something. about it.

,

Above: The Duke and the Rector pose with Prof. Briscoe

outside R.C.S. sae
To Lefts The Duke with the Rector on the way to Chem.

Teche

Phot ogrephs by PK oN Ward,

ELECTIONS |

In the Elections held by R.S.M. last week, (troliiiit
, tionally held early, &s so many people are away on field

work during the Summer Term), Dick James was elected

President. Derek Hughes is Vice President and Mike

Woakes Secretary. -

The U,L Elections were held the previous week.

Next year's U.L. President is M.M. Clark of Sir John

Goss College, and Jennifer Copeman of Bedford College

Vice President:



FELIX

PROFILE

MR. McDOWALL.

Sccoad:ry to ycur clietion »t sudden we-lth wou my when

collecting your cheque ct the Registry e-ch tera, give »

theughit to the people on the other side of the counter.
They are part of the administretion, the poople occupying

the enastern part of the Beit building who direct the

smooth running of the college. Since he's one of our

administrators who more closely =ffects you, “ir. C.K.

HMeDowall, the occupznt of one of the smell offices in

this block, is todzy's subject for Profile. He is the

man who does the backroom work of finding speakers for

your edification in Generrl Studies Lectures.
Like most of us, Mr. iicDowall has been connected

with education most of his life; the difference is he

lixes it. His father was a schoolmaster at “ton, where

he was a classical specialist, which means thet he could

translete the school motto (shades of a notorious I.C.

President). From then to Balliol where he led the

normal undergrad's life, which means thet all the incid-

ents you'd be interested in are unprint-ble.

3 After attaining the rare distinction of a 4th
clase in Modern Greats he spent three yeers with Lever
Bros. sonpboiling and clerking in Market Research.
This period contained his gre-test concentration on
“erbarrassing moments." "Heve you hed your free pr.cket
of Stork mrgarine, 'edam? Do you use it as a substitute
for butter in cskes?" As commercial traveller he con-
vineingly displryed the suneriority of Persil; he can
tell you why it washes whiter! During this time he had a
‘arrem' of 6C girls in Birminghem - not polygamy though,
merely « Persil educetion ecam-irn.

A visit to Germny aisillusioned him about National
Socialism, after which he was for a period acting unoffice
ial unpaid sub-editor of 'The Times’. Six yenrs asa
teacher of Modern languages in two different schools
brought him to the War and the conclusion that a school-
master's life is too narrow. In the best undistinguished
fashion he slowly rose to rank of Major at which he was
demobbed to spend three interesting years in helping to
‘reorganise German education being in charge of the

Teachers' Training Colleges of a Region. Serving as

chairman on a committee of German Hducation Officers he
took great delight in curbing the loquacity of each
speaker to a five minutes allowance, loudly ringing a bell

when time was up. This job was essentially transient and
back in England he was almost ‘on the dole’, but by now he
was used to relying on himself, and spells 2s L.C.C. clerk
reporter of The Times Educational Supplement and teacher
of English to foreigners only served to fill a view already
of considerable breadth, This brings us to his appoint-
ment as Administrative Secretary at I.C.three years AZOS
while recently he has donned a gratifying mantle with on
odious title: he is now Touchstone Secretary.

Mr. McDowall has the easy unselfconscious assurance

which is the essential product of our public school

system. His wife, who teaches French to Society besuties,

says that he «lwsys goes “where angels fear to treed".

This doesn't mean that he's ene of the fools who rush, dut

gives = picture of his neturu; a little impetuous and over-

confident but quick to learn by his own mistekes. His

aim with General Studies Lectures is thet they should be

always interesting - he himself is always interested.

And then as mart of his interest is Sociecl Welfare.

Teking pert in the Allotments for the Unemployed scheme in

South Wales during the depression he corrected ‘iis

erroneous impression of the characters of the recalcitrent

miners, and at Oxford he crganised a warty of undergreds

to helm in relief work for the Rhine floods. A Second

Violin in I.C.Crchestra:-he is 2lso fond of music and he

rezds widely in severnl lengusges; he even réads Science

for laymen but doesn't wnderst-nd Mogben! rirst year

chemists (and those who didn't ocss first time’ know him

#s their science German ter.cher.

Fascincted by his work et I.C. which includes public

relctions, organising Commemoration Day and Touchstone

es well as General Studies, he is keenly swnre of the

higher demand in industry for the engineer and scientist

vith liberal interests, He thinks it will be a pity if

I.@. develoz@ into o University for Technoloyy alone,

celieving also thet if I.C. beenne com:letely resideaticl

1% vould be the best thing thet cold heseon. hile

fevovr.1] cherishes homes of frester fecilities for libernl

studies for 7.5. students in the fiture b.sed on their

iresvill and interest and not boua’l te = rigerous

curriculum.

- childrens -

sock for hate - . . . . until the evening ended.

Buch work doos not receive the xcknowledgeimt it deser

thet sorting of clothes will have to be

including Scturdrys 2né Sundoys, for an-

manic
mais, vour bicks = junvers here = whore’: the

ves; for we levrn

continued all dev,

other month before the worelicucc is cleored.

THE FELIX CHARACTER TEST.
Answer the following Truthfully:

1. Your girl at the dance is fond of gin. Do you:-

a) Buy gin for her.

b) Pretend you're an abstainer and buy nothing.

c) Buy something cheaper?

2. Your socks have large holes in them. Do you:-

a) Mend them yourself.

b) Send them home.

c) Wear them just the same?

3. You are 20 minutes late for the lecture. Do you:-

a) Tiptoe timidly to a back seat.

b) March in, looking defiant.

c) Cast a surprised look at the clock, shake your

watch and take a central seat?

4. Your experiment gives funny results. Do you:-

a) Put them down as they are.

b) Cook the results.

c) Copy from a friend?

5. Someone calls you an ass. Do you:-

a) Accept his statement.

b) Tell him what you think of him.
c) Pretend not to hear?

6. You have just passed through a swing door and your
Professor is behind you. Do you hold the door open

for:- Z

a) Ten yards behind.

b) Never hold it.

c) Five yards?

7. Ditto, with a pretty secretary:-

a) Ten yards.

b) Fifty yards.

c) Five yards?

8. You find a worm in a restaurant meal. Do yout-

a) Eat it.

b) Make the manager eat it.

¢) Complain, and demand another meal?

9. You feel strongly about something in a Union Meet-

ing. Do you:-

a) Keep quiet.

b) Make yourself heard at all costs.
c) Tell a friend who has more speaking confidence?

10. You are presumably a reader of FELIX. When you dis-
agree with the Editor do you:-

a) Do nothing.

b) Write a strong letter under your own name.
c) Write under a nom de plume?

ANALYSIS. Anybody with more than 3 b's is a raving ex-

trovert and should start taking bromides. Those with

more than 5 a's are silent introverts, probably secret

socialists plotting major revolutions. Any with more

than 3 c's are too average to be of interest to any ex-
cept the manufacturers of those many products which

appeal to the average man. Those with more than three

of two types (e.g. 4 a's and 4 c's) suffer from schizo-

phrenia, and will probably be of inestimable value to

their relatives who will be able to sell details to the

Sunday newspapers.

=WILBUR§ =|

HOT DOGS - HAMBURGER

Za
by Our ICWA Correspondent

When I.C.iW.A. found thet their services were not re-
(quired on Canvey Jslond, steps vere taken to help the Flood

Relief in other directions.

Thus one evening certrin young ladies were to be seen
wendering in a disreputable cren of the Hast End and might

have been seen disapy erring inte the hidden depths of - huge
warehouse. They were not alloved in unchallenged, however,

being stepped by lorge bulks of rolicemon. The young ladies

were only sllowe’ to continue their mission wien the police

were convinced thet 1... lied a pase" aSs

etter signe.’ by one of the >crtv) We ¢ cold stone strir-

way thoy found their destination. There they were met by >

pscene of chnos © txbles piled high. boxes of shees, socks

They rerorted? for

Ss, “nd then ther Joined

of clothes, sid members of the 7.V.5.

duty. once more produeins: the magic po

the chaos. :

hens = third table on the right - overconts streignt

ahend = whet haprens to sleckings” - are these men's cr woren's


