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I M P E R I A L C O L L E G E 

U . L t D E B A T E M I S C A R R I E S , 
Debaters In the U.L. Hut,on 6 t h February 

decided that "This House Approves of L e g a l i z e d 
Abortion", by 80 votes to 8; 

Bart's H o s p i t a l Proposed, and they dropped 
a bomb among the sensation and scandal seekers 
by d e c l a r i n g that "approves" i s i n the present 
tense, and that they, i n common with most doctors, 
thoroughly approved of the current l e g a l i t y ef 
medically necessary a b o r t i o n . ' There were 700,000 
b i r t h s i n England and Wales i n 1950. As one i n 
f i v e or s i x pregnancies i s not h e l d , t h i s makes 
the number of abortions between 100,000 and 150,000 
a year, about 30% of which were b e l i e v e d to be 
c r i m i n a l , 90% of these being i n married'women. 

The speakers from Bart's condemned a l l those 
forms of abortion which are at the moment i l l e g a l . 

Bedford College Opposed. They had a r r i v e d 
prepared f o r a defence of a l l kinds of abortion by 
the dootors, so n a t u r a l l y enough t h e i r guns were 
r a t h e r badly spiked Their min p o i n t s concerned 
the lnorease i n promiscuity which l e g a l p r o t e c t i o n 
of a b o r t i o n would produce, and a l s o the r e l i g i o u s 
( e s p e c i a l l y Roman Ca t h o l i c ) harm r e s u l t i n g from 
the d e s t r u c t i o n of an unohristened I n f a n t . The 
ghost of the o l d " C h i l d or Mother?" controversy 
orept i n here, and produced a s e l e c t i o n of the 
usual oomments. The Bedford o p p o s i t i o n , a f t e r 
s t r e s s i n g the d r e a d f u l consequences of women mak
in g a h a b i t of l e g a l i z e d a b o r t i o n , shocked the 
House by asking f o r s t e r i l i z a t i o n of mental d e f i 
c i e n t s . 

Speakers "from tne f l o o r were indignant about 
the way i n which the motion had been twisted. It 
was pointed out that the current p r a c t i c e of not 
prosecuting a doctor who performs a medically neo-- , 
essary a b o r t i o n r e s t s , not on Law, but only on a 
precedent. Thus, current Law Is unworkable: 
reason enough f o r a l t e r i n g i t . 

A more p r a c t i c a l speaker quoted some approxi
mate s t a t i s t i c s : 1 death i n every 87 abortions i n 
U.S.A., where i t i s i l l e g a l ; one i n 10,000 i n 
U.S.S.R., where i t i s State sanctioned. 

continued in next ™tumi 

Another speaker asked f o r l e g a l i s a t i o n i n eases 
whe*e the p r o d u c t i o n o f the c h i l d would be unhealthy 
to s o c i e t y (poverty,disease).but s t r e s s e d t h a t a 
l i n e should De arawn somewnere. 

Then, a s p i r i t u a l d e s c e n d e d of Shelley stood 
up. S h e l l e y s are rare enough, even among students, 
i n these days of d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t , and t h i s one 
brought a touch of true sense and purpose to a 
debate which was being conducted on a s u f f o c a t i n g 
moral plane. "Shelley" s a i d : promiscuity i s 
high. Very many c h i l d r e n are conceived out of 
wedlock. L e g a l i z e d a b o r t i o n would be a smaller 
e v i l than the d r e a d f u l convention of enforced mar
ri a g e i n such oases. Undesired c h i l d r e n should 
not be brought i n t o the world; there i s not the 
r i g h t atmosphere f o r them. A l s o , i t i s well-known 
t h a t a b o r t i o n can be obtained by those who can pay 
w e l l . Why not make l t democratic? As f o r the 
r e l i g i o u s , they could act according to t h e i r p r i n 
c i p l e s without i n t e r f e r i n g with other people. 

Another speaker, a woman, suggested that the 
problem concerned only women. I t was u n f a i r that 
any d e c i s i o n should r e s t with men. The e s t a b l i s h 
ment of l e g a l a b o r t i o n would be a f u r t h e r step 
towards the Emancipation of Women. 

Summing up, the Bedford oase oould be s t a t e d 
i n terms of the well-known Commandment: Thou s h a l t 
not klj.1. Bart's Bald that current l e g a l p r a c t i c e 
was s u f f i c i e n t as a s o l u t i o n of the problem. 
Though the speaker was a l l f o r f r e e love (cheers), 
wltn due precautions, he wanted no cnange i n Law. 

The Debate was most u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . While 
the F l o o r had no doubt about the meaning of the 
Motion, the P r o p o s i t i o n refused to accept l t i n the 
obvious sense The Motion should have read "This 
House would Approve of L e g a l i z e d Abortion", thus 
allowing the doctors no loopholes to creep Into a 
r e s t r i c t e d department about which there i s l i t t l e 
controversy i n any case. U.L. ought to frame I t s 
Motions a l i t t l e more c a r e f u l l y i n f u t u r e . 

C A N V E Y ISLAND 

Imperial College, in common with other Colleges in 
U.L., sent working parties to Canvey Island throughout the 
period preceding the second expected flooding. The Gliding 
Club truck carried the volunteers each day. The work con-
cisted largely of sandbag f i l l i n g , either at the Wall, wit* 
mud, or at the Red Cow, with sand. Sandbags also were 
.carried to the Wall, as shown in the photograph above. The 
imprjessions gained by a FELIX peporter appear on the sport 
page. 

The thanks of the Editor are due to J.Rotgaus and 
J .A.Barlow, who sent» us photographs of Canvey Island. 
Also to J.B.Andrews who worked overtime to ensure that 
one would be available f o r p r i n t i n g . 

R . C . S . C A R N I V A L . 

A criticism of an I.C. Carnival must be professional 
in _»s acuteness for i t to be of any use at a l l ; > for 
Carnivals have reached a peak which i s only insulted by 
the usual type of kind, considerate I.C. comment. 

The decoration aimed far higher than that usqfi by 
Guilds; but i t came off worse. There was an impression 
of discontinuity in the Gym - a set of b r l l l f s n t indivi
dual pieces, each complete, but leaving soaiething to be 
desired in the gaps between. The Green Lady "Amanda" *n 
the upper Dining Hall, was frankly pornographic, though 
the writer personally was not shocked by i t . An "Evening 
Standard" write-up of the occasion described the dancing 
as occuring in "sulphur fumes". While this i s not more 
accurate than the usual standard of the popular press, th' 
atmosphere, reflected in a variety of hideous costumes, w 
lertainly reminiscent of Hades. 

The Cabaret, an ambitious affair, was largely ruine 
by the efforts of some noisy gentlemen, who had drifted • 
from the Bar without tickets, and whoso disgusting conduc 
is dealt with further in the Editorial 

A r e c e n t r e p o r t b y t h e R o y a l C o l l e g e o i 
P h y s i c i a n s i n d i c a t e s t h a t London and O x f o r d a r e 
o u t s t a n d i n g among B r i t i s h U n i v e r s i t i e s f o r t h e i r 
p o o r s t u d e n t h e a l t h f a c i l i t i e s . U n i v e r s i t y 
C o l l e g e , London i s s a i d t o have a f i n e scheme 
w h i c h c o u l d be s t u d i e d w i t h a d v a n t a g e b y o t h e r 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s . I.C. i s d e s c r i b e d , i n t h e 
E d i t o r i a l o f t h e T i m e s , as h a v i n g a "modest" 
h e a l t h s e r v i c e . O t h e r c o l l e g e s a r e a good 
d e a l w o r s e . 

CAMBRIDGE The Council of the Association of Un i v e r s i t y 
Teachers has condemned the p r a c t i c e of students 
spending prolonged periods i n v;ork unconnected with 
t h e i r studies. 



F E L I X 

P R O F I L E 

W I L L I A M 

S A N D W I T H 

R O B I N S O N 

William Sandwith Robinson, known to most of us as j u s t 
p l a i n " B i l l " , born at Uoreoambe i n 1930, has crowded an 
amazing number of achievements i n t o h i s comparatively young 
l i f e . 

He was educated at -.'orecambe "co-ed" Grammar School 
u n t i l 1945 when he went to Nottingham High School to com
p l e t e h i s school education. Whilst at Nottingham he became 
head of the school, captain of the rugby XV and swimming 
V I I I besides representing the school at c r i c k e t and a t h l e 
t i c s I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note that at some point during 
h i s school career he wa.s awarded a p r i z e , f o r the boy who 
had the Viest influence on the school ( a l l done by kindness!) 

In 1949 B i l l f i r s t graced I.C. with h i s presence, 
entering the Royal School of Mines with an o i l scholarship 
and graduating i n o i l technology l a s t year - he i s now 
studying f o r a Ph.D. Academically speaking B i l l i s not 
exactly dumb having'been awarded the I n s t i t u t e of Petroleum 
p r i z e f o r a l l round excellence together with the Charlton 
p r i z e . 

During h i s stay at I.C. he has held many o f f i c e s 
executive and sporting. Apart from being the Secretary of 
R.S.M. i n 1951-52 and t h e i r President t h i s year he has been 
on I.C. c o u n c i l f o r three years. 

continued i n next column 

Regarding B i l l ' s sporting achievements, although he 
i s a swimmer of no mean a b i l i t y . and dabbles i n a few 
racket games, M a ; r« .*«*r gene i s rugby. 

Last season he had the honour of captaining the Uni
v e r s i t y rugby team, during which they b u i l t up the best 
record the club has ever had. Furthermore B i l l himself 
set up another record f o r the club by p l a y i n g i n only one 
match, a severe shoulder i n j u r y keeping him out of the game 
for the e n t i r e season. However i n s p i t e of t h i s and numer
ous other i n j u r i e s of a l e s s serious nature (such as having 
an ear almost t o r n o f f ! ) he i s * now back i n the game again. 
Apart from having had county t r i a l s f o r Notts, Derby, l i n e s 
and Middlesex, promotion came r a p i d l y i n the rugby world, 
for during h i s f i r s t term at I.C. he played on three con
secutive occasions for i!ines, I.C. and U.L. 

There i s no doubt that W.S.R. i s unique i n more ways 
than one. He i s proud of possessing two c a u l i f l o w e r ears 
and of being the only man who t r i e d t o go to a Saturday 
night hop at 4 o'clock i n the morning. The story i s t o l d 
of how on one Saturday evening, B i l l r eturning very t r i e d 
and a l i t t l e under the weather from a rugby match decided 
to have a sleep before going to the hop. Awakening from 
h i s slumbers and t h i n k i n g that i t was time to t r i p the l i g h t . 
f a n t a s t i c , he went down t o the Union to f i n d the whole 
place i n darkness - not unusual at 4 o'clock on a Sunday 
morning. 

Outside college duties B i l l has many wide and v a r i e d 
i n t e r e s t s , but the l i s t i s too long t o discuss here. 
However, he i s u s u a l l y seen at Carnivals dressed i n a MineE 
rugby s h i r t , and i t i s said though with what truth I don't 
know, that he was well-known f o r r e g u l a r l y attending 
St. George's H o s p i t a l f o r a long time a f t e r recovering from 
h i s i n j u r y ! 

Although l i v i n g i n Nottingham B i l l i B a very stout 
Lancastrian and has been known on several occasions to 
argue With Welshmen on matters p o l i t i c a l and n a t i o n a l such 
as rugby and c r i c k e t . 

I C . " Y E S " T O G . i 
The F E L I X S u r v e y o f G e n e r a l S t u d i e s has shown 

s e v e r a l f a c t s w h i c h may be o f I n t e r e s t t o t h e 
c o l l e g e i n g e n e r a l . The o p i n i o n s o f 1J0 s t u d e n t s 
w e r e o b t a i n e d , m o s t l y by i n t e r v i e w , b u t a d o z e n 
f r o m y o u r w r i t t e n r e p l i e s t o t h e F E L I X q u e s t i o n 
n a i r e . 

T w e n t y - s i x p e r c e n t o f t h e r e p l i e s were Of 
t h e o p i n i o n t h a t t h e p r e s e n t Tuesday and T h u r s d a y 
t i m e - t a b l e s were n o t J u s t i f i e d by t h e good done 
by t h e L e c t u r e s . Most o f t h e s e were p e o p l e who 
t r a v e l a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e t o t h e c o l l e g e . . 
The r e s t , 1AY, were q u i t e happy about t h e s y s t e m ; 
a n d many o f them were v e r y e n t h u s i a s t i c . A few 
p e o p l e s u g g e s t e d t h a t Mondays and F r i d a y s s h o u l d 
be u s e d f o r t h e L e c t u r e s , o r t h a t t h e y s h o u l d be 
g i v e n i n t h e e v e n i n g s . We p u t t h e s e s u g g e s t i o n s 
t o t h e o t h e r s , and t h e y were r e j e c t e d by a l a r g e 
m a j o r i t y . Thus i t can be c o n c l u d e d t h a t , d e s p i t e 
r e s i s t a n c e I n some q u a r t e r s w h i c h ought t o know 
b e t t e r , t h e new t i m e - t a b l e i s v e r y a c c e p t a b l e t o 
3 s t u d e n t s o u t o f A. E v e n among t h e o b j e c t o r s , 
v i o l e n t c a s e s w ere r a r e . 

R e g a r d i n g a t t e n d a n c e a t t h e L e c t u r e s , we 
d i v i d e d r e p l i e s i n t o f o u r c a t e g o r i e s : o f t e n , 
s o m e t i m e s , s e l d o m , n e v e r . W h i l e t h i s s o r t o f 
l o o s e t h i n k i n g may be o b j e c t e d t o , we w o u l d p o i n t 
o u t t h a t l t I s d i f f i c u l t t o f i n d n u m e r i c a l l y how 
o f t e n p e o p l e go t o t h e L e c t u r e s , s i n c e t h e y a r e 
i n c l i n e d t o v a r y week by week. The r e s u l t s 
w h i c h we r e c o r d e d were gene; a l I m p r e s s i o n s . 28/" 
a t t e n d t h e L e c t u r e s r e g u l a r l y (one o r more e a c h 
week) , 15?° n e v e r go a t a l l . The r e s t d i v i d e 
e q u a l l y b e t w e e n t h o s e who go " s o m e t i m e s " (one a 
week t o one a m o n t h ) , and t h e r e s t , who go seldom. 
One s t u d e n t h a d n e v e r h e a r d o f t h e L e c t u r e s . 

S u p p o s i n g o u r sample t o be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
o f I . C . , t h e n a b o u t a q u a r t e r o f t h e s t u d e n t s , 
(400) f o r m a n u c l e u s o f a t t e n d a n c e , one o r more 
a week. 

We a s k e d w h e t h e r a t t e n d a n c e a t t h e L e c t u r e s 
I n c r e a s e d and b r o a d e n e d t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h o s e 
who went. T h i s I s a d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n t o a s k . 
P e o p l e , when I n t e r v i e w e d , t e n d e d t o become a 
l i t t l e e m b a r r a s s e d a b o u t i t . Our r e s u l t s show 
t h a t AO?' o f o u r sample o f 130 s t u d e n t s c o n s i d e r 
t h e m s e l v e s b r o a d e n e d ; 2A% f e e l t h a t t h e y o n l y 
g e t e n j o y m e n t . A " t e s t " c a s e was t h a t o f t h e 
P i c a s s o L e c t u r e by E.H. G o m b r l c h . Many s t u d e n t s 
r e f e r r e d t o t h i s as a p p r o a c h i n g t h e i d e a l i n so 
f a r a s t h e d i f f u s i o n o f new k n o w l e d g e i s con
c e r n e d . Many p e o n l e came away fro m t h a t L e c t u r e 
w i t h t h e f e e l i n g t h a t t h e y were on b e t t e r t e r m s 
w i t h P i c a s s o : t h a t he had become an a e s t h e t i c 
r e a l i t y i n s t e a d o f an i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e J o k e . 

F o r t y p e r c e n t : a l m o s t 600 s t u d e n t s f e e l 
t h e i r i n t e r e s t s ( l a r g e l y c u l t u r a l ) a r e expanded 
by t h e L e c t u r e s . 

Heard i n a Nursing Home. 
"Is t h i s your f i r s t baby?" 
" I t ' s our f i r s t , but between you and me, i t ' s my 

second." 

^74«?o LIKE TIMETABLE: 28<*> KEEN SUPPORTERS. 

We a s k e d f o r s u g g e s t i o n s f o r t h e Improvement 
o f t h e L e c t u r e s . Those w h i c h were r e c e i v e d ' i n 
o u r e a r l y q u e s t i o n e r y were p u t t o p e o p l e whom we 
i n t e r v i e w e d l a t e r . 

The most ^ c u a i a n d l n g c o n c l u s i o n o b t a i n e d by 
ua f r o m t h e whole s u r v e y i s t h a t t h e r e i s a very 
wide demand f o r more L e c t u r e s on cURRBNT AFFAIRS, 
b o t h l o c a l snd i n t e r n a t i o n a l . The m a j o r i t y a r e 
I n t e r e s t e d i n i n f o r m a t i o n , as u n b i a s e d a s p o s s i h i g , 
b u t a s t r o n g f a c t i o n a l s o w a n t s p o l i t i c s . There 
i s a f e e l i n g t h a t t h e l e c t u r e s have been t o o 
u n o o n t r o v e r s i a l . I n f a o t , a p a r t f r o m e s t a b l i s h 
i n g w i t h o u t any t r a c e o f d o u b t t h a t the L e c t u r e s 
have been w i d e l y a c k n o w l e d g e d by t h e s t u d e n t s a s 
a v e r y F i n e t h i n g , t h u s g i v i n g them a s o l i d f o u n d 
a t i o n f o r t h e i r f u r t h e r p r o g r e s s , o u r s u r v e y h a s 
p o i n t e d out t h e most common e r i t l o i s m . MORE 
CURRENT EVENTS AND CONTROVERSY. 

We a s k e d a l o t o f p e o p l e w h e t h e r t h e y 
f a v o u r e d s c i e n t i f i c L e c t u r e s . T o u r ou t o f f i v e 
were c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e y w anted a n y t h i n g r a t h e r 
t h a n s c i e n c e . There i s a w i d e s p r e a d demand f o r 
m o r e ' f i l m s , b u t i n a l a r g e room. The l a r g e 
p h y s i c s l e c t u r e t h e a t r e i s c r i t i c i s e d : a m i c r o 
phone i s needed f o r many s p e a k e r s . 

Bad t i m i n g comes i n f o r a good d e a l o f com
ment. The g e n e r a l o p i n i o n i s t h a t L e c t u r e s 
s h o u l d f i n i s h s t r i c t l y a t 2,20, t h o u g h some ( n o t 
many) t h i n k t h e y s h o u l d be t e n m i n u t e s s h o r t e r . 
I t i s f e l t t h a t t h e s t u d e n t c h a i r m a n has become 
a c l i c h e maohine: he i s o f t e n n o t competent t o 
d e l i v e r a good v o t e o f t h a n k s . 

T here a r e o f t e n t h r e e good L e c t u r e s t o g e t h e r ; 
and sometimes t h r e e bad. T h i s i s a v e r y sub
j e c t i v e c r i t i c i s m , b u t a l o t o f p e o p l e have made 
i t , T uesday i s g e n e r a l l y b e t t e r t h a n T h u r s d a y ; 
b u t t h e t r o u b l e h e r e l i e s i n t h e a m a z i n g p o p u l a r 
i t y o f t h e s c r i e s o f m u s i c L e c t u r e s g i v e n by D r . 
J a c q u e s . whenever t h e r e i s a r e a l l y good L e c t u r e 
on a T u e s 4 a y , a l a r g e c o l l e c t i o n o f f a n s i s t o r n 
b etween l o y a l t y t o a L e c t u r e w h i c h w i l l c e r t a i n l y 
be g ood, and a n o t h e r , more d o u b t f u l , but w i t h an 
a t t r a c t i v e t i t l e o r s p e a k e r . 

A p a r t f r o m D r . J a c q u e s , t h e names o f D r . 
G o m b r i c h , L.A.G. S t r o n g , D i l y s P o w e l l , u e n r y 
S h e r e k , C , Day L e w i s a r e m e n t i o n e d as o u t s t a n d i n g 
l e c t u r e r s ; but t h e g e n e r a l o p i n i o n i s t h a t t h e 
s t a n d a r d o f l a s t t e r m ' s L e c t u r e s was v e r y h i g h : 
i t i s d o u b t e d w h e t h e r i t c a n be k e p t up. 

The P h y s i c s T h e a t r e d o o r s h o u l d be o i l e d . 
T h ere s h o u l d be t a l k s on a r c h e o l o g y . The m u s i c 
c o n c e r t s s h o u l d be made t r e e , w i t h o u t a s i l v e r 
c o l l e c t i o n . These and many open s u g g e s t i o n s 
i l l u s t r a t e t h e l i v e l y and h i g h l y c r i t i c a l i n t e r e s t " 
i n t h e L e c t u r e s w h i c h made su c h an i m p r e s s i o n on 
o u r i n t e r v i e w e r s . 

In the Refectory Suggestions Books 
"Could we have longer spaghetti,ples.se.Less of t h i s 

c l i p p e d Heinz V a r i e t y " . 



Felix 
T H E N E W S P A P E R OF I M P E R I A L C O L L E G E 

EDTTORiA.R.BHAY CIRCULATION: 1250 

Our General Studies Survey has brought a c l e a r reply 
frora the Union. The experiment has, succeeded. I t i s now 
an i n d i s p e n s i b l e feature i n the education of the College. 
A l l power to the elbows of those who run i t ! 

A correspondent asks f o r "a newspaper worthy of 
Imperial College . . . decently p r i n t e d on good q u a l i t y 
paper." 

I t should be r e a l i s e d t h a t , up to now, FELIX has 
p a i d h i s own way, w i t h the a i d of an occasional dance. 
This i s , we b e l i e v e , a record unique among the London 
U n i v e r s i t y newspapers, except f o r a few s m a l l , duplicated 
ones w i t h c i r c u l a t i o n s a t e n t h of ours. I f we graduate I 
to newsprint and type, the b i l l would have to be paid by 
the Union funds a v a i l a b l e f o r other uses 

.... The abominable conduct of c e r t a i n well-known gentlemen 
during the C a r n i v a l Cabaret i s deplored by FELIX. I t i s 
widely r e a l i z e d that a tremendous amount of work goes i n t o 
the planning and production of a C a r n i v a l . But those l o u t s 
seemed t o be unaware of t h i s . They i n f l i c t e d t h e i r coarse 
and s o t t i s h h a b i t s on a crowd of r e v e l l e r s who were w a i t i n g 
to hear, not the spontaneous s e n i l i t y of these brutes, but 
the c a r e f u l l y prepared entertainneni provided by more t a s t e 
f u l a r t i s t s on the stage. The moral, R.C.S., i s to have 
chuckers-out. 

In d i r e c t c o n t r a s t , the e x p l o i t s of the Union at 
3anvey Island must have earned us a good name. V.'e heard 
t h a t , p r i o r to the students going to Cenvey, there had been 
t a l k about the "blackleggers" who are always ready to help 
out during a s t r i k e . This impression of students, common 
enough outside, must surely ho.ve been eradicated ncu The 
troops also ware glad to have us there, though they put i t 
more b l u n t l y , though ob l i q u e l y ( i . e . they r e f r a i n e d from 
c a l l i n g u s — t o our faces Those of I.C. who vent dovai 
more than once deserve a medal. 

Mobody has yet come forward to t e l l us how i t came 
about that I.C. was l i b e l l e d i n the f i l m "Lost Hours". Ha 
our outcry been conveniently ignored by the person respon
s i b l e ? 

There are s t i l l plenty of vacancies f o r roporters 
and w r i t e r s on the s t a f f of FELIX. Future coverage w i l l 
i n v olve accounts of the Duke's v i s i t , which we are anxious 
to describe accurately. We also require people to s e l l 
FELIX. 

The P r o d u c t i o n D e p a r t m e n t ' s w o r k f a l l s on 
a l t e r n a t e S u n d a y s . The w ork i s m a i n l y done i n 
t h e a f t e r n o o n , and i n c l u d e s t y p i n g , c h e c k i n g 
t y p e d a r t i c l e s a n d c u t t i n g them t o s i z e , s t e n 
c i l l i n g h e a d - l i n e s , and a r r a n g i n g t h e m a t e r i a l 
on e a c h page make-up f o r p h o t o g r a p h i n g . No 
e x p e r i e n c e i s n e c e s s a r y f o r t h i s - t h o u g h i l l u s 
t r a t o r s and s k i l l e d t y o i s t s a r e a l w a y s i n demand 
b u t a l a r g e r s t a f f i s h e e d e d so t h a t no p e r s o n 
w i l l be o v e r w o r k e d . 

F E L I X n o t i c e s a pDear on t h e P h o e n i x b o a r d 
i n t h e U n i o n , and on t h i s a p r o d u c t i o n r o t a i s 
p l a c e d e a c h f o r t n i g h t . Those i n t e r e s t e d a r e 
a s k e d e i t h e r t o s i g n f o r a p a r t i c u l a r s h i f t , o r 
t o w r i t e t o t h v E d i t o r , o r t o come a l o n g t o one 
o f t h e B o a r d m e e t i n g s , h e l d e a c h Monday a t 
1.15 p.m. i n C ommittee Room 'A'-

The Education and T r a i n i n g of ah Engineer 
On Thursday January 20th B r i g . A.C. Hughes C.B.E., 

M.I.C.E., the Chief Surveyor f o r the County of Hampshire, 
v i s i t e d Guilds and gave a l e c t u r e e n t i t l e d "The Education 
and T r a i n i n g of an Engineer" to the Engineering Society. 

As B r i g . Hughes i s also a member of the Council of 
the U n i v e r s i t y of Southampton, he was i n close touch w i t h 
the problem and gave a very i n t e r e s t i n g and provoking 
l e c t u r e . 

He f e l t that most U n i v e r s i t i e s spent too much time 
on subjects which could be l e f t out of the syllabus. 
Given a sound mathematical education, the engineer could 
l e a r n about these as he required them. The speaker 
stressed the importance of engineering reports and said 
t h a t f a r too few graduates were capable of w r i t i n g a c l e a r 
and l u c i d r eport. 

B r i g . Hughes believed that i n s u f f i c i e n t guidance 
was given t o the student by the s t a f f t o help him select 
the branch of engineering f o r which he was most f i t . 
A l so he deplored the ignorance of most members of a college 
s t a f f of the requirements of the n r j o r engineering I n s t i 
t u t i o n s , with the r e s u l t that the student was i l l - e q u i p p e d 
f o r membership. 

He considered t h a t p e r s o n a l i t y was nore important 
than anything e l s e when applying f o r a j o b , and that i n 
the f i r s t few years, the young engineer should hold several 
jobs i n order t h a t he should obtain a wide experience. 

PMAGEACM 

A very long lane w i t h remarkable few turnings i s the 
subway from South Ken. s t a t i o n t o South Ken. Post O f f i c e . 

. I t can be the d r e a r i e s t of trudges at 5.15 on a winter's 
evening, or l i k e one of those nightmare tunnels you have to 
run, run, run f o r ever along i n an A l i c e ' s 'Wonderland or 
Dr. C a l i g a r i ' s Fantasie welt at 9.57 on a winter's morning. 
I t i s conventional i n these semi-documentary features t o 
give masses of Fax and Figures. But you won't want t o hear 
how long i t i s , or how many of those bleak, brown veined 
r h i t e t i l e s i t has; i f you have any i n t e r e s t i n these, you 
should t r y counting sometime. I t w i l l r e l i e v e the oppres
sive monotony. But I must say here th a t i t take s 3 minutes 
42 seconds t o walk from the Post O f f i c e to the Gents at South 
Ken., and 3 minutes 56 seconds to walk from the Gents t o the 
Post O f f i c e . The discrepancy i s , of course, due to the 
r o t a t i o n and the e l l i p t i c i t y , of the earth. 

' F e l i x 1 i s at present engaged on research i n t o the past 
h i s t o r y of the t u n n e l , and Security p r o h i b i t s more than a 
h i n t t h a t there was once more to i t than now meets the eye. 
However, enigmas of the tunnel are l e g i o n . I often ponder 
on the reason f o r changing from a c i r c u l a r sectioned roof to 
a square tunnel. Which leads us t o consider the square 
tunnel - these l i t t l e bro-.vn p r i n t e d numbers by each of the 
i r o n arches. Why are they there at a l l ? I s i t j u s t e v i 
dence of C i v i l Service minds vdth t h e i r inborn tendency f o r 
cataloguing? (The mind which w i l l i m p a r t i a l l y stamp "plant 
number A12739" on a f i v e s h i l l i n g box of weights and "plant 
number A1SJ74C" on an e l e c t r o n microscope.) I t h i n k t h a t 
somewhere i n London transport archives there i s a t a b l e 
something l i k e t h i s . 
TYPE DESCRIPTION SERIAL LOCATION INI- DATE 
NO. "0. TTALS 

23/X/516A S t e e l arches f o r 1 
subway tunnels 
6 yds. wide 

S.Kensington 3/6/1850 
passenger 
subway 

S.Kensington 4/6/1850 
passenger 
subway 

3 S.Kensington 5/6/1850 
passenger 
subway 

How do t h e l i t t l e f e r n s t h a t grow i n t n e w i n 
dow f r a m e s a l o n g s i d e t h e N a t u r a l H i s t o r y museum 
s u r v i v e ; where d i d t h e y come f r o m ? I b e l i e v e 
t h e y have a r i s e n f r o m f o s s i l i s e d s p o r e s w h i c h g o t 
t i r e d o f s i t t i n g f o s s i l i s e d i n t h e museum, and 
were c a r r i e d away i n t h e b r e e z e s o f K e n s i n g t o n . 
I am s u r e t h a t t h e l i t t l e man who l i v e s i n t h e one 
roomed basement f l a t a l o n g t h e t u n n e l goes a l o n g 
and w a t e r s them a l l a f t e r he h a s l o c k e d up t h e 
m t r a n c e s . I t i s q u i t e a p a t h e t i c t h o u g h t r e a l l y ; 
the l i t t l e bowed f i g u r e , s c o r n e d by t h e w o r l d , and 
L i v i n g o n l y f o r h i s T u n n e l and h i s F e r n s , p l o d s 
down w i t h h i s o i l lamp and w a t e r s e a c h l i t t l e f e r n 
f r o m t h e c r a c k e d D r e s d e n t e a p o t t h a t t h e V. and A. 
p o r t e r g ave h i m . I n c i d e n t a l l y , why do t h e y n e v e r 
open t h e g a t e s o n t o t h e s t e p s t h a t l e a d t o t h e 
U a t u r a l H i s t o r y Museum? N e v e r - o p e n e d g a t e s a l 
ways g i v e me t h e same s a d f e e l i n g a s do o v e r g r o w n 
d i s u s e d r a i l w a y s and abandoned mine w o r k i n g s . 

B u t t h e c r a z i e s t t h i n g a b o u t o u r t u n n e l i s 
t h a t C r o m w e l l Road e x i t . I f y o u a r e u n p r e p a r e d , 
/ou t a k e ONE STEP o f f t h e t o p o f t h e s t a i r s " and 
y o u ' r e i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e t r a f f i c , i f n o t u n d e r 
a b u s . Y o u a r e p r e c i p i t a t e d i n t o t h e s t r e e t , 
w i t h o u t even t h e r e f u g e o f two s q u a r e f e e t o f 
t r a f f i c i s l a n d f o r s e c u r i t y . Y o u r i m m e d i a t e r e 
a c t i o n i s t o c l i n g t o t h a t w o n d e r f u l lamp p o s t 
f o r s a f e t y . The s h o c k may n o t be t o o bad f o r 
t o u g h u n d e r g r a d u a t e s , b u t we s h o u l d t h i n k o f t h e 
o l d F o l k s and t h e C h i l d r e n , y o u know. . . . B.R.s. 

R A D I O S O C . EXHIBITION. 
Tne naaio society's Aur.»al i'.xnibition of Home Constructed 

ilouiproent wis held on r.on-i&y evening, aid February. The Ex-
l i b i t s ranged i n s i z j from U'y.'Kl',s pocket inoculation freter and 
Jower lack to an imposing i-.a.y .et ic Tape .reorder. Considerable 
interest waa aroused by a V.fi.F. deceiver picking up the Intent 
rimes direct from ocoLlana Yam and also by 3^NL's T.V. Pulse 

Generator - a fore tan te of his dei.ionstre.tion of a complete T.V. 
Camera chain l a t e r i n the terin. An atts;i;ot to show now happy a 
y/illitarison Amplifier was with snuare waves wat lest; successful, 
only ,-roviiif- tnpt the 'scope was mucn less happy. 

The nuniWur of v i s i t o r s was alu.ost more, (nan the size of rooD 
could contain; iome said tne crowds were attracted by a weird 
contraption that had e a r l i e r aopeared i n the entrance h a l l , but 
a l l agreed tli i i t i t had been a most i n t e r e s t i n g and sucessful 
evening. 

http://dei.ionstre.tion


4 F E L I X 
L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 

Box No. 1 The Editor, "Felix" 

Sir, 
I had always imagined u n t i l recently that "Felix" 

was a progressive journal. It seoms I am wrong, for 
aurely i t i s retrogression when editorial correspondence 
i s written on marble slabs, when there i s an adequate 
supply of paper. 

Yours etc-
CD. Spink 

Dear Sir, 

This evening I happened to be passing the Union 
and dropped in to see the decorations for the R.C.S. 
Carnival "Nightmare". I would not have said my 
friends consider me particularly Victorian i n outlook, 
but I must eonfess to being unpleasantly surprised 
ofcen I saw some of the pictures adorning the walls of 
the gym. It occurred to me that the theme 'Sex' would 
have been more appropriate. 

I do not think that inviting visitors to view such 
a sordid exhibition gives a very good impression of the 
moral tone of the college responsible. 

I tun prepared to admit that a lot of the ideas were 
very good and i f soma one had known where to draw the line 
I think the decorations would have been excellent. 

In future, i f Colleges are going to choose d i f f i c u l t 
themes for their carnivals, and in particular themes open 
to abuse in the manner I have just deplored, I would suggest 
that the Union Committee appointed a few responsible persons 
to act as censors In order that the good name of the collage 
•hall not Toe tarnished by a few irresponsible artists. 

I am not alone in thia opinion as I have heard i t also 
expressed by member a of the R.C.S. 

Tours faithfully, 
Gungha Din 

Dear Sir, 
In view of the proposed altaagas i n the structure 

of the Union I would like to 'propose that "Queenie's" 
dining h a l l be seriously considered aa an alternative to 
the gymnasium for Saturday night hops. Tha f a c i l i t i e s 
already provided are excellent and a temporary bar could 
toe erected i n tha lounge below. 

Yours ate. 

G. Wilson 
Or. James Cooper 
P. Levine 

Sir, 
I noticed i n a reoent issue of Felix an advertise

ment concerning a Prixe Essay Competition. This 
advertisement was well printed and easy to read despite the 
small site of the printing. In contrast, the rest of tha 
paper was badly printed in various sizes and shades of 
type. In fact, the whole paper looked like three Tutorial 
sheets fastened together by someone who .hadn't the remotest 
idea of how to use a stapling, machine. 

So I ask, why cannot a newspaper worthy of Imperial 
College be produced - a newspaper decently printed on good 
quality paper. Perhaps i f FelixIrere properly produced, 
there would be lass unsold copies than there usually are. 

Yours faithfully, 
A.H.C. Fraser 

B I C Y C L E C O M P E T I T I O N P A R T 3. 
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A I R C U S H I O N 

Dear Sir, 
London University i s unique (at least i n thesUJa* 

and, I believe, i n Europe) i n awarding external degrees. 
This practice necessitates the setting out of a very 
precise inflexible ayxlabus to ensure impartiality; between 
widely dispersed candidates mostly .studying under the 
guidance of teachers whose only contact with the Uni
versity i s by correspondence. Such i s an essential 
feature of a system which expects a l l candidates to ait 
a common examination. 

A rigid syllabus i s a serious handicap to a good 
teacher and a constant souroe of worry to the eoneeien-
tioua. Adherence to a strictly prescribed programme 
results in stereotyped lessons i n which personal enthu
siasm and "feeling" for the subject are often lacking-
It accounts for those types of text-books which appear 
to be nothing more than suitably expanded copies of the 
syllabus and give one the impression that herein lie s 
the sum total of knowledge of the subject. Such books, 
once memorised, guarantee a fairly good pass i n the appro
priate London examination. Thus, memory becomes a sub
stitute for understanding, a fact well-known to tha 
correspondence colleges. 

The examiner i s similarly hampered by thia need for 
uniformity, and unimaginative questions result which 
reappear, with alight modifications, from year to year -
a boon to desperate candidates but not really i n the tine 
spirit of scholarship. Apart from a l l else, tha syllabus 
i s always out of date. , 

Despite this e v i l , the external degree i s an excellent 
institution. It offera tha opportunity of an important 
qualification to many who oould never afford tha necessary 
years of full-time study. To offset the weakness in their 
teaching and examination, external studanta are usually 
employed in the practice of their f i e l d of study and the 
alover rata of learning may leave a deeper impression upon 
them. 

To have any value in i t a present form, tha external 
degree must be equivalent to i t s internal counterpart. 
Thia fact, together with the need to correlate the numer
ous small colleges which comprise London university, leada 
to a similar cramping of internal teaching by the dominat
ing syllabus. The larger oollegea are freer inasmuch as 
they may set their own examinations but, since they belong 
to the same degree awarding body, they oannot aacajpa the 
influence of thia need for uniformity. 

The reoent announcement concerning the proposed ex
pansion of thia college affords an opportunity to press for 
indepandanoe. Imperial College i s large enough and suf
ficiently well established to stand alone. A Teohnologioal 
University of South Kensington, awarding i t a own degrees and 
with a character of i t s own would attraot more academic 
individualists. The staff should be encouraged to teach 
and examine in their own way - properly supervised by the 
responsible Professor and with atandarda safeguarded by an 
external examiner. 

In thia way students would add to their technical know
ledge the valuable impression obtained by contact with per-
aonalitlea - essential feature of any University training. 

Yours faithfully, 

Dear Sir, 
Peter Rowe 

Re FELIX, 6.2.53. 

I am interested to know whether this vicious attack 
on the work of the Refectory Committee was intentional 

Youra, 
J.S.Johnston 
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F U J X s 

L e s J e u x I n t e r d i t s : Academy Cinema, O x f o r d S t r e e t . 

A Joke a b o u t d e a t h : n o t a s u b j e c t f o r a f i l m 
y o u t h i n k ? Then i f y o u l i k e t o h o l d on t o y o u r 
b e l i e f s and y o u t h r i v e on f a l s e i d e a s , d o n ' t v i s i t 
t h e Academy Cinema f o r a few months, f o r t h e "Sec
r e t Game" i s one l o n g j o k e on d e a t h , and s u c h i s 
i t s s u c c e s s i t w i l l s u r e l y f i l l t h e Academy f o r a 
l o n g time . 

A l i t t l e g i r l , whose p a r e n t s have been k i l l e d , 
i s f o u n d by a p e a s a n t boy and t a k e n t o l i v e i n h i s 
home. The two c h i l d r e n , M i c h a e l and P a u l e t t e , 
b u r y h e r dead puppy b u t f e e l i t must n o t be a l o n e -
so t h e "Game" b e g i n s . The game o f c o l l e c t i n g d ead 
companions f o r t h e puppy and c r o s s e s f o r t h e g r a v e s . 
B u t s o o n t h e game grows t o more t h a n a s e a r c h f o r 
companions and t h e y become l o s t i n "the l o v e o f t h e 
game f o r t h e game's s a k e " . They have a n e v e r 
g r o w i n g u r g e t o e m b e l l i s h and i n c r e a s e t h e i r s e c r e t 
c e m e t e r y . The a c t i o n t a k e s p l a c e on a F r e n c h 
p e a s a n t f a r m and t h e f a m i l y f e u d between n e i g h b o u r s 
f o r m s t h e b a c k g r o u n d t o t h e m a i n s t o r y . Not o n l y 
i n t h e "Game" a r e we i n v o l v e d w i t h D e a t h r."t i n t h e 
f a r m - l i f e i t s e l f , D e a t h b r i n g s a s m i l e t o our* 
l i p s and o f t e n a g u f f a w f r o m o u r s t o m a c h s . Y e t 
t h e r e i s no f a r c e , no c l o w n i n g , o n l y f i n e a c t i n g 
from t h e whole c a s t , d o m i n a t e d by t h e c h i l d r e n , 
3 r i g i t t e F o s s ey and G e o r g e s B o u l j o u l y . 

The p e r f o r m a n c e s g i v e n by t h e s e c h i l d r e n a r e 
o u t s t a n d i n g . C h i l d a c t i n g o f t h i s q u a l i t y f i l l s 
me w i t h wonder. How c a n a g i r l o f f i v e be made t o 
show s u c h f e e l i n g , t o behave so n a t u r a l l y and t o 
e x p r e s s s u c h meaning w i t h v o i c e and g e s t u r e ? A l l 
p o s s i b l e p r a i s e i s due t o t h e d i r e c t o r , Rene Clement, 
f o r t h e s e w o n d e r f u l p e r f o r m a n c e s . 

I n the h o r r i f y i n g o p e n i n g s c e n e s , o f t h e bomb
i n g o f r e f u g e e s . P a u l e t t e i s n o t shown as a 
p e t r i f i e d y e l l i n g c h i l d (how e a s y t h a t w o u l d have 
been) b u t as a p a t h e t i c , b e w i l d e r e d g i r l , s t u n n e d 
by t h e d i a s t e r t h a t h a s overcome h e r f a m i l y and 
c l i n g i n g l o n g i n g l y t o h e r puppy, even when i t i s 
de a d . I t i s i n t h i s o p e n i n g scene t h a t we see f o r 
t h e f i r s t t i m e a n a c t i o n t h a t i s t o be o f t e n r e p e a 
t e d ; P a u l e t t e l i g h t l y t o u c h i n g a dead f a c e t h e n 
" t o r c h i n g h e r own t o f e e l i t s warmth. 

The g r o w t h o f t h e f r i e n d s h i p between M i c h a e l 
a n d P a u l e t t e I s shown w i t h g r e a t t e n d e r n e s s and 
warm humour. Such s c e n e s as t h e one s h o w i n g 
m e j h a e l c o m f o r t i n g P a u l e t t e on h e r f i r s t n i g h t i n 
t-ne farm ana o f t h e c h i l d r e n i n c n u r c n , w l d e - e y e a 
c o u n t i n g , t h e c r o s s e s , w i l l l o n g be remembered by 
t h e w r i t e r . I n t h e c h i l d r e n ' s s c e n e s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
Rene C l e m e n t makes c o n s i d e r a b l e and v e r y e f f e c t i v e 
use o f c l o s e - u p . P a u l e t t e ^ s f a c e h a s a r a d i a n c e 
t h a t i s i n r e m a r k a b l e c o n t r a s t t o t h e gloom o f t h e 
f a r m - h o u s e . I n o t h e r s c e n e s a l s o t h e d i r e c t o r 
shows a m a s t e r y o f t h i s t e c h n i q u e , as i n t h e v i e w 
o f t h e h e a v y l i p s and u n s h a v e n Jaw o f t h e p r i e s t i n 
t h e C o n f e s s i o n . The c h i l d r e n ' s d i a l o g u e h a s an 
i n g e n u o u s s i m p l i c i t y w h i c h i s d e l i g h t f u l e v e n t o an 
E n g l i s h m a n , a n d P a u l e t t e c a l l i n g o u t " M i c h a e l " , i s 
a sound h e a r d o f t e n i n t h e f i l m and w h i c h s t i l l 
r i n g s i n t h e e a r s l o n g a f t e r l e a v i n g t h e c i n e m a . 

y e t t h e c h i l d r e n a l o n e do n o t make t h i s a 
g r e a t f i l m ; a l l t h e p e r f o r m a n c e s a r e f a u l t l e s s . 
The d i r e c t o r u s i n g t h e s e a c t o r s c r e a t e s a s t a r t l i n g 
p i c t u r e o f t h e s q u a l i d F r e n c h p e a s a n t l i f e . The 
f i l t h o f t h e farm - h o u s e and t h e p e o p l e i n i t i s 
u n b e l i e v a b l e . Can i t r e a l l y be l i k e t h a t ? B u t 
t h a t i s a q u e s t i o n t h a t w i l l c e r t a i n l y n o t b o t h e r 
y o u w h i l e y o u a r e e n j o y i n g t h e f i l m . „ 
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T H E SPRING CONCERT 
l . C . C H O I R 

J A C Q U E S O R C H E S T R A 

G A R E T H MORRIS (flute) 
Bliss P a s t o r a l — Mozart Requiem 

Q A H M A R C H 19 7.45. 
Miss Knight,of the Physics Dept. L i b r a r y , i s 
reported to have received four dozen v a l e n t i n e s , 
mostly signed "Roger". 

PERSONAL ADVERTISELSaiTb. 
y/AlJTED 

Metal-framed Rucksack. 
Apply A.J. Sparkes R.C.S. Rack. 

FOR SALE 
T a i l s u i t i n good c o n d i t i o n , to f i t s l i m man about 
5'5". £6 or o f f e r . - R.W. Goodley, R.C.S. 

EATING AROUND I.C 
The H i g h S t r e e t a r e a i s v e r y w e l l s e r v e d 

b y numerous good r e s t a u r a n t s and s n a c k b a r s . 
Some o f them a r e d e c e p t i v e and seem i n n o c e n t 
enough t i l l y ou l o o k a t t h e b i l l , b u t many a r e 
q u i t e r e a s o n a b l e . I t ' s a good p l a c e f o r l u n c h 
t o o , i f you have a l o n g l u n c h h o u r , o r d o n ' t 
want t o a t t e n d a G e n e r a l S t u d i e s m e e t i n g . 

The " B l a c k & W h i t e " c a f e i s n e a r t h e A i r 
S t a t i o n , on t h e o p p o s i t e s i d e . I t s e r v e s good 
f o o d ( s o u p 6d and Cd, f i s h and c h i p s l / 8 d o r so) 
and v e r y good c o f f e e (6d). T h e r e i s t h e u s u a l 
n ack b a r as w e l l as some t a b l e s and c h a i r s . 

A v e r y p l e a s a n t p l a c e . 
On t h e o p p o s i t e n o r t h s i d e o f t h e r o a d , 

two shops beyond S m i t h s ' i s t h e M a j e s t i c 
R e s t a u r a n t , w h i c h i s n e v e r empty b u t r a r e l y 
c rowded. S e r v i c e i s q u i c k . A s e t 3 c o u r s e 
l u n c h c a n be h a d f o r 3/6d. A l s o a l a c a r t e . 

H e a r e r I.C.. , t h e S l a t e r ' s S t o r e and 
R e s t a u r a n t i s a p l a c e t o recommend. I t i s a 
v e r y l a r g e r e s t a u r a n t w i t h w a i t r e s s s e r v i c e 
and s u r p r i s i n g l y e f f i c i e n t . A 3 course lunch 
f o r 2/9d o f f e r s a w i d e r a n g e o f ma i n dishes t o 
choose f r o m . The f o o d i s o f t h e u s u a l 
m a s s - p r o d u c t i o n s t a n d a r d , b u t we've got, u s e d to 
t h a t anyway. 
THIS WEEK'S SPECIAL. 

Take a walk to S.Ken. and along Pelham St. 
(cut through opposite Brompton Oratory); just a f t e r 
the t r a f f i c l i g h t s i s Vi's Cosy Cafe. Here you can 
get hot or c o l d lunch and mince pie or pudding f o r 
2/2d. Do not be put o f f by the crowded tables of 
cabmen downstairs, but c o l l e c t your lunch and go 
u p s t a i r s where there i s plenty of room. 

The quantity of food at v i ' s v a s t l y exceeds that 
at the College r e f e c t o r i e s and i t i s c e r t a i n l y not 
i n f e r i o r i n q u a l i t y . Only i n the decor may Vi'e be 
s a i d to be i n f e r i o r . Most people who t r y i t f i n d tnoy 
can t o l e r a t e t h i s when they see the t h i c k s l i c e s of 
meat on t h e i r p l a t e . Jack, the rotund and r i b a l d 
p r o p r i e t o r i s always ready to exchange a quip with 
h i s young gentlemen c l i e n t s . On your t h i r d v i s i t 
there he w i l l adaress you 'Squire'. 

Vi's opens at 7 a.m. (ham and egg break
f a s t s f o r ath l e t e s i n t r a i n i n g , dustmen etc.) 
It closes at 5.0 p.m. Highly recommended. 

« i mm mm 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH. OftG. "The Engineers B a l l " . 
Evening Dress, g p.m. - 2 a.m. T i c k e t s S/Gd double. 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2 1 S T . I.C.U. Entertainments . 
Committee Hop. T i c k e t s , p r i c e 1/-, on s a l e from 
the Union O f f i c e Annexe on the preecTing- F r i d a y 
lunch-hour., 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND. I.C. F i l m . Soc. F i l m show, 
New Lounge, 7.30 p.m. No d e t a i l s a v a i l a b l e y e t . 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23RD. I.C. C h r i s t i a n Union. A 
t a l k bjc the Rev. TT. Bairibridge on "Cods R e v e l a t i o n 
o r Discovery?" w i l l be give n i n the Botany Lecture 
t h e a t r e a t 1.15 p.m. 
I.C.Mus.Soc. G a l l e r y p a r t y t o Covent Garden 
("Sleeping Beauty", Tschaikovsky) 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH. I.C.Mus.Soc. G a l l e r y party. 
(Sadler's Wells, "Cosi f a n Tutte", Mozart). 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH. C&G Engineering Society. 
A l e c t u r e on "The Influence of Motor Racing on Car 
D e s i g n " b y T.G.Rose ( a s given t o the S o c i e t y i n 
19071 w i l l l ± a k e Place i n Room 1 5 , C&G, at 5 V30 p.m. 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH. I.C. Hockey Club Hop. 
I.C.U., S - 11 p.m. (Bar u n t i l 1 1 p.m.) Band : 
J o h n Morgan a n d h i s M u s i c . T i c k e t s 2/- s i n g l e , 3 / 6 
d o u b l e from S e c r e t a r y , H o c k e y Club. 
MONDAY, MARCH2ND. I . C . C h r i s t i a n U n i o n . A t a l k by 
P r o f . M . G u t h r i e , Ph.D., on "A C h r i s t i a n ' s P h i l o 
s o p h y o f L i f e " w i l l be g i v e n i n t h e B o t a n y l e c t u r e 
t h e a t r e a t 1.15 p.m.. 
I.C. Mus. So c . A l e c t u r e on " A d v e n t u r e s i n Chamber 
" u s i c " , i l l u s t r a t e d w i t h r e c o r d s , w i l l be sciven by 
L.Roth.M.A., i n t h e C o u n c i l RoomjC-G, a t 5.15 t>.m. 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4TH. I.C. ?fos. S o c . G a l l e r y 
p a r t y t o S a d l e r ' s W e l l s ( l a Boheme$ Puccini.) 
THURSDAY, MARCH5TH. The Natural " i s t o r y S o c . 
d i n n e r , G u e s t s p e a k e r : M a x w e l l K n i g h t . No f u r t h e r 
d e t a i l s a v a i l a b l e a t t i m e o f g o i n g t o p r e s s . 
L o n d o n S t u d e n t s Dance, R o y a l H o t e l B a l l r o o m , 
Woburn P l a c e , W.C.I. T i c k e t s , 4/- s i n g l e , from ULU. 
C&G E n g . S o c . l e c t u r e "Looking Ahead i n E l e c t r i c i t y 
S u p p l y " w i l l be g i v e n b y E , R . W i l k i n s o n , E s a . , i n . 
Room 1 5 , OSG, a t 5.30 p.m. 
( F E L I X w o u l d welcome more d e t a i l s from- clubs o f 
e v e n t s t h e y w i s h t o be i n s e r t e d i n COMING E,rE*TTS, 
a t p r e s e n t ' we c o n c l u d e t h e y do n o t w i s h many events 
t o be g e n e r a l l y known!). 



F E L I X 

U . L . H O C K E Y . 
The U.L.H.C.has done very well this season, the re

sults to date being* Played-~22j won—16) drawn—3$ l o s t ~ 3 . 
Goals for 84, agates* 2T. 

Good wins have-been against Oxford Univ.,' Richmond, 
Spencer, and Blackheath. The Club lost to the Army 2-1., 
Hawks 2-1., and Essex County 3-2. 

It i s only since the war, and more especially during 
the l a * three or fou years that major clubs consider that 
U.L.H.C. is a 'must' >n their fixture cards. 

This season tne OSblicity given the Club has been most 
gratifying, and deserving of the Club. It has taken mem
bers of the team some time and good groundwork,.both in 
Hockey and socially, to obtain this recognition. In hockey 
certainly, U.L.H.C. has attained the standard of both Ox
ford and Cambridge. 

I.C. i s indeed unlucky i h that the University draws on 
5 players regularly, and occassionally the odd player on J 

the eve of the match. J.G.Smith at centre-forward, has 
scored an alarming number of goals— alarming, that i s , 
for the opponents. B.D.Smith gives of his best and is much 
improved. H.I.Hayes, the Hon. Sec, casually roams, but . 
rarely lets anything go by. E.J.Forster i s by far the most 
competent member, of the team, affectively sealing off the 
left hand aide of the f i e l d . He plays for Kent and-the 
South of England. Glllete (the Captain), at baox, i s ex
tremely wild and i s given to 'tioking', but managea some
how to play hookey! Others who have played are D.J.Power, 
W.C.Pike and T.Lam. 

Hockty.— 

C U P R U N E N D E D 
U.L. HOCKEY CUP 

U.C. 5> I.C. 2. 
U.C. were far too strong for the depleted I.C. team on Wed
nesday 4th Feb., on the U.C. ground at Shenlay. The home team 
split open I.C. defenoe by swinging the b a l l around, and the 
visitors had no answer except the occasional sortie. 

In a Stephenson Cup match on Wednesday 11th Feb., RCS 
defeated Mines by 8 goals to 2. 

M E N B E H I N D T H E P O T 
- Rugger Club -

VESTED INTEREST? 
Advert, seen outside Kensington Town Halli-

"A ST. VALENTINES DANCE. 
Arranged by Kensington an£ Paddington 
Family Service Unit". 

F O R 

A I L I N G S H O E S 

R u 3 3 e r -
During the last few weeks the Rugby Club has had at 

number of games cancelled through inclement weather an*the 
inability of some opponents to f i e l d teams due to f l u ' . 

Against Bristol University the l3t XV fought out a 
draw although pressing for most of the game. A blustering 
cross wind at Harlington was the real v i l l a i n of the piece 
and effectively blocked a l l attempts to play open rugby. 

On the same day the 2nd XV lost their unbeaten record, 
losing to Wasps 'A'. A glance at their points total, how
ever, Bhows how they have in general outclassed their 
opposition. At the time of writing the 2nd have scored 
238 pts. and have had only 28 scored against them. 

The *A* XV have recently beaten C.E.M. 1st XV 9-0 
and lost heavily to a very strong St. Mary's side. 

Kitchener's teem i s rapidly assuming the nature of a 
convalescent home with guests from 1st and 2nd XVs trying 
out their injuries. It i s understood that applicationa 
for permanent positions from a former University Captain 
and a County player are being favourably considered. The 
latest results are a 19-0 win over, Charlton Park and a 
13-5 loss to Richmond Ex. "A". 

Whan this article appears I.C. w i l l have played Wye 
College in the semi-final of the University Cup and although 
i t i s unlikely that the side w i l l be at f u l l strength vic
tory i s confidently expected. 

S T I C K IN T H E MUD I.C. 
No force on earth i s more likely to produce a cramped 

style than a journey between Canvey Island and the Union 
in the back of the Gliding Club Truck; especially wSPeft 
you have sixteen companions, a l l with soaking trousers and 
freezing feet. But every pain has i t s pleasure, as the 
Marquis de Sade may have said, and I s t i l l remember with 
a feeling of relief how the truck stopped on open ground 
after half an hour of organised agonised howling mingled 
with a tattoo of fists on the driving cab roof. The next 
set of passing headlights silhouetted eight motionless 
curbside figures. 

On the Island i t s e l f , nothing was more memorable than 
the morale of the aervioemen who had been on relief work 
for a week. The Scots Guards worked side by aide with 
tha R.A.F. i n an entente cockle-warming to aea. As a 
burly Guardsman said to me "Look at those—R.A.F. They 
have a —break for tea every twenty— minutes." A few 
minutes later I was drinkine tea out of a billy-can which 
had just been washed in a pool of muddy water. The owners 
voice hummed confidentially i n my ear, "You can see these 
--Guards are no—good. They had to bring the R.A.F. in." 

It seems quite wonderful how those boys are never 
stuck for-a word. 

Then there was the Officer. National Service Com
mission - you know the type - and he wandered along to 
•where a heavy lorry was axle deep in mud and had almost 
heeled over. "What's the matter? Arent you mobile? 
Have you tried pushing?" Five veteran I.C. toughs looked 
with mingled feelings at his virgin pink chin, and'tried 
again, just to please him, while the Army growled and the 
driver grunted. 

Beer and skittles are a l l very well; but you cant 
have them a l l the time, and the isolated patches of 
humour only served to punctuate long stretches of mono-, 
tonous drudgery. The notorious East Wall (a name which, 
for me, w i l l always smack of Siberia) i s about f i f t y f e e ^ 
wide at the base, and five at the top. We were f i l l i n g 
the weak parts with sandbags, which we carried on our backs 
through mud and'water, and through a l l the other obstacles 
which prevented supply lorries from driving right up to the 
wall. Some of us were f i l l i n g sandbags with mud, some 
with' sand. Whatever we were doing, everything was f i l t h y , 
squelchy, muddy. Except the food! How they did i t , I do 
not'know; but we had a delicious hot lunch. 

Canveyl The very name te.ils off in mournful melan
choly. Deserted houses, floors covered in s i l t , ruined 
gardens, despair. A barge, two miles inland, straddles 
across a fence, where i t f e l l when the floods receded. 
Wooden bungalows, hopelessly insubstantial things, turned 
completely upside down. 

"The bones of Desolation's nakedness" 

THE INFLUENCE OF MOTOR RACING ON CAR DESIGN 

At a j o i n t meeting of the Guilds Engineering Society 
and i l o t o r Club t o be held on Thursday February 26th at 
5.30 p.m. i n Room 15, a l e c t u r e w i l l be given e n t i t l e d 
"The Influence of Hotor Racing on Car Design" by T.G. Rose 
This paper, with s l i d e s , was o r i g i n a l l y given by the auther 
to the Engineering Society i n 1907, w h i l s t he was s t i l l a 
student of the c o l l e g e . The Chair w i l l be taken by the 
o r i g i n a l Chairman, MP. Mervyn O'Gorman C.B., A.C.G.I., 
F.C.G.I. I t i s hoped that some of those students who 
took part i n the discussion on the previous occasion w i l l 
a lso be able t o attend. Everybody i s i n v i t e d t o attend. 
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