FOUNDED IN 1949

BRIAN
DEPUTY
533

LLOYD-DAVIES
SECRETARY
SHERFIELID BUIIDING

NEWSPAPER OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION

op

All proceeds to RAG

‘No. 437

Friday, 3 December, 1976

5p

Union goes UGM disaffiates ICU from LSO

it alone NUS--You’ll decide

IC students will be given the chance to vote in a
referendum on whether to remain affiliated to NUS. The
referendum will be held in March, at the same time as
college-wide ballot elections for the sabbatical officers of
IC Union. This was decided at yesterday’s Union General
meeting, the first to be quorate in two years.

A significant stage towards
making the Union’s Alternative
Prospectus (AP) editorially
independent of College was
reached at Council on Monday
evening, The council gave the
AP an additional £1,300 ;to
ensure that next year’s edition
is completely Union financed,

In doing so Council rejected
a proposal by the Academic
Affairs - Officer (AAO) Paul
Ekpenyong that the extra
finance should be sought from
the ‘College’s Societies’ Fund.
The need for more cash
(£2600 instead of £1,300)
came as a result of policy
changes in the printing
industry.

Council felt that by going
to College for the money it
would put next year’s AP in
an editorial stranglehold,
similar to that which troubled
this year’s (and debut) edition.
Then the College Admissions
Policy Committee (APC)
ordered that the Prospectus
be re-edited mid-way through
printing.

Next year’s AP will be the
first one to be fully circulated
to schools, since last year’s,
which arrived two week’s ago,
is — due to the APC ordered
reprint — only for internal
distribution.

Copy deadline for the next
edition is Friday January 14th,
All entries should be sub-
mitted to AAO Paul Ekpen-
yong, c/o The IC Union office,

Overseas
Sudent fees

Today Mrs Shirley Williams,
Secretary of State of Education,
received 1000 letters of pro-
test from the students of
Impertal College. The letters
concern the increase in
Overseas Students Fees and
Post Graduate Fees recently
announced.

COPY DEADLINE
FOR NEXT ISSUE -
MONDAY 2pm

It was also decided at the
UGM by a 3 to 2 majority,
that ICU should not. reaffiliate

to the London Students
Organisation.
Uproar

The decision to organise a
referendum was reached after
a noisy debate. Thig resulted
from an attempt to move
straight to a vote on the
main motion (to have a
referendum) immediately after
the proposer’s speech without
any opposing speech.

This procedural motion
(that a vote be taken) was
carried by a large majority,
but uproar followed with cries
of ‘not democracy’ and claims
for the right of opposition
speech.

Mr Nick Brayshaw, ICU
President, pointed out that
by right the procedural motion
should stand, but sensing the
mood of the opposition,
quashed it, and allowed a
reply to the proposition,

The reply took the form of
an attack on the railroading
‘tactics of the right wing’ by
an unidentified speaker. This
prompted RCSU VP Steve
Braud to call for a card
check of Union members. A
check was then held.

The meeting then calmed
down and® the vote resulted
in a clear majority in favour
of a referendum.

LSO debate

At the LSO debate Mr Trevor
Phillips, LSO secretary,
(and ex-President ICU) spoke
against withdrawal from LSO,
pointing out that LSO was an
organisation designed to
to help smaller colleges
develop through aid supplied
by larger members.,

He emphasised that LSO
was a young organisation and
that large colleges which
stayed outside last year have
now joined, He said ‘ICU

would be going against the
trend’ if it withdrew and that
‘we owe it to smaller organ-
isations to play our part’.

Despite his eloquence,
‘ICU has little to show for
membership of LSO’ said Mr
Hugh Barrett (proposer).
‘Objectively — we put £500 a
year in and what do we get?
Trev Phillips and not much
else’,

The motion not to reaffliate
was carried by 210 votes to
141, with 26 abstentions.

ICU has been a member of
LSO since its formation two
years ago, and joined during
Mr Phillips’ term as ICU
President. However the
question of ICU’s affiliation
had._never been put to a UGM,
this was rectified at yester-
day’s meeting.

Benefaction
given new life

The anonymous benefactor
who offerred IC £350,000 to
build an extension to Linstead
Hall has extended the deadline
on his benefaction to January
1978.

An original condition of
the gift was that the College
be ‘in a position to start
building on the (extension site
by January 1977’, This became .
impractical when Westminster
City Council rejected a
College plans for the site
five weeks ago.

After debating the issue
at a Governor’s meeting on
November 19th, the College
has decided not to appeal _
against the decision, not to
oppose the ‘altermnative’
Knightsbridge Residents Asso-
ciation’s plans, and to con-
sider commissioning a new |
design for the extension, |
dependent upon the view of the |
Fine Arts Commission, J

Dep.Reps.
to stay

A proposal that the Depart-
ment Representatives be
removed from Council was
defeated by the latter at its

meeting on Monday. The
proposal came from the
Union’s Permanent Working

Party (PWP), whose spokes-
man Ros Darling said the
Reps were superfluous angd
presented no useful business
to Council.

Opposing the recommend-
ation Extemal Affairs Officer
Hugh Barrett said that Dep
Reps were more representative
of students than the PWP, who'
along with Old Students reps
and Constituent College
Academic Affairs Officers
should be struck off Council,

Council rejected the PWP
proposal but did not vote on
any other proposals to diminish
Council’s size. A more suc-
cessful resolution from the
PWP, that the Union — Exec-
utive — as the Discipline
Committee — must sit within
10 days of an alleged dis-
cipline offence instead of .the
present 2, was adopted as
Council policy.
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letters to the editor

Inconsiderate
societies

Dear Sir, — I am sorry if this
article consumes a precious
page of your already stuffed
magazine, But 1 find this
paper a suitable mouthpiece
to express some opinions,
which I think need immediate
attention.

Every year, when the
College re-opens .in October,
we witness many functions,
‘exhibitions, etc. New students
‘become aware of various
societies existing in this
college. The organisers of the

many societies show much
interest in enrolling new
members; but how many of

them take the care of letting
their new friends know about
the = societies’ forthcoming
events, so that the latter may
participate?

Of course, one can see
posters hung up here and
there; but these are few and
far between, Is it not possible
to send individual invitations
'to every member in his
department; after all it costs
nothing? The Indian Society
is one, which doesn’t care to
notify its new members of
their activities, Such organis-
ations should cease to exist,

My second request is for a
common room for all Post-
Graduate students where they
can watch the TV or read

newspapers, both from home
and abroad, while having their
lunch or enjoying drinks. Of
course, the Haldgane Library
keeps newspapers, but then
we can’t eat food there, I wish
the respective Aauthorities
would be kind enough to
consider this.

Finally, I would like to
mention something about the
exorbitant tuition fees to be
imposed upon the overseas
students from next year, Will
not it affect the international
nature of this world famous
College? We all know that one-
third of the students are from
overseas, I hope IC Union will
not remain a passive spectator,
Yours sincerely,

Mr RAMENDRA GUHA,
Post Grad
Atmospheric Physics

Censorship
degenerate films
needed for

Dear Sir, — On Sunday the 21st
of November whilst attending
the ‘‘SCAB Evening’ — a
suitable name for what was to
ensue — it was my misfortune
to witness the most revolting
display of perverse, not to
mention warped, sexual
activities it has ever been
my misfortune to cross paths
with, I am of course referring
to the organised ‘Blue Movie’

showing which was part of the
above mentioned evening.

1 am unaware as to what
extent the Union may interject
into organised showings of
this type, but a case clearly
exists for the censorship
by some neutral body of such
depraved filth., Commonsense
on the part of the organisers,
coupled with a modes amount
of responsibility and a modicum
of good taste, would have
made censorship obsolete,
None of these qualities was
evident, so I consider ‘it a
necessary and prudent step to
rid the College of any future
threat of obscene showings.
This aim should be strived for
with a fabian zest!

Iamaware that thé definition
of obscene varies greatly from
person to person, but under no
circumstances would I concede
that SCAB’s blue movies
served a useful purpose to this
college, except to corrupt the
minds of the supposedly
intelligent students here, I
view beastiality amd mastur-
bating — these were explicitly
shown — with the utmost
contempt.

I conclude by stating that
in retrospect I feel hard done
by at paying 25p to be present
at such a degenerate debacle.
The money may be going to a
good cause but a means to
an end doesn’t transform
into right.

SPUP

Physics 2

Prophetic Felix?

Sir, — Is FELIX prophetic, or
am I confusing cause and
effect? I am referring to the
apparently controversial
College issues you keep
raising; for example the latest
one being the rejections of the
Linstead extension plans.,

Unless we can mobilise
our friends, the student body
and other members of IC, it
seems pointless to protest
at. the plan’s rejection. All

Students with whom I have
instigated a discussion “on
this topic either believe' it to
be no concern of theirs or
feel .that they are powerless
to do anything,
the same we must remember
that the benefits of new halls
will be future students, able
to work in reasonable
accommodation, at a fair rent,
close to-College.

Perhaps Professor Wiggins’
blocks counld be rearranged
around the sides. of a square
to give a decent, better 1it
area with tennis courts and
car parking space in the open
part of the square, So achiev-
ing high student numbers and
fresh air and light for everyone.
Yours faithfully
MATTHEW CLEMENTS
Physics 2
13 November 1976
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to travel to Europe
and save up to 50%

off normal rail fares?

go
"TRANSALPINO
EUROPA-RAIL

~ That’s right — you save up to 50% off normal rail fares
when you get your tickets from Transalpino. Transalpino
is the largest student and youth rail operator in-the world.
We take more students and young people, to more places,
in more trains more frequently than any other operator.
That’s why Transalpino are so competitive and you save up

to 50% off narmal rail fares.

All return tickets are valid for 2 months except for
Turkey where it is valid for 3 months.

For further details contact:-

Transalpino Ltd
71-75 Buckingham Palace Road,
London SW 1.
Telephone 01-834 9656

some sample fares

London — Amsterdam

London — Bruxelles and any
Belgian Station

Ldndon — Barcelona
London — Belgrade
London — Florence

London — Paris

London — Istanbul

£10.60 single
£21.20 return
£ 8.05 single
£16.10 return
£25.95 single
£47.60 return
£35.25 single
£66.25 Teturn
£23.70 single
£44.35 return
£ 9.80 single
£19.95 return
£43.80 single
£85.35 Teturn






