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It’s a RAGin
‘slccess

With two events still to come, this year’s Rag Week looks
like being declared an all-round success. Attendance at all the
events has been better than expected, and enthusiasm shown for
Rag has greatly impressed the Rag Week organised.

The ‘week’ started last Thursday with the Rag & Drag disco.
Over 200 people turned up to see IF’s Paula Marriott and Mines
Pornographer Stuart Arden win two well fought contests for Rag
and Drag Queen respectively.

The three-legged pub crawl the following evening was even
more successful. Close on 300 people attempted to hobble their
way around twelve local hostilleries. Local publicans, and their
customers took the event in its intended spirit and only two pubs
the Harrington and the Queens Arms, barred their doors to the
iC revellers. Although more a social evening than a race, the
pub crawl was won by John Ashworth and Zinta Krumins from
RSMU. :

The tooting of steam engine whistles and the rattling of
collecting cans started the Rag Procession on Saturday morning.
Despite fears about the level of organisation (see last week’s
FELIX front page) the event passed off smoothly. The two’
steam engines present attracted great attention from local
shoppers, as did the continual battle between Dave L ord’s
pedal car and the rest of the procession.

The only mishap of the day was when C & GU’s ’Bo ran out
of petrol just before re-entering College at the close of the
procession. The police, who had marshalled the procession, then
ioined everyone for a pint in the Union Bar.

To date the most well attended event was the SCAB evening
Sunday night. Over 350 people warmly applauded Dramsoc’s
‘After Magritte’ production. In spite of complaints from SCAB
Chairman Martin Kessler about the undignified stampede for the
blue films, the event was a success.

150 IC students would have succeeded in drinking the King
George IV pub dry on Monday night, had the pub not closed
early at 10.15pm. The publican was extremely annoyed at the
rowdy songs and boisterous behaviour of the students, who he
felt was driving his normal custom away.

Many people braved the cold weather Tuesday night to gather
around the bar-b-que in Beit Quad. The event broke even.

U rivalry came to its traditional head on Wednesday’s
Morphy Day. The pitched battle on the tow path lost its normal
v’gour because most of the action was concentrated on getting
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An n—legged attempt by Steve Braund and friends in the 3—legged
pub crawl.

Morphy Oar. After a 20-minute struggle along Putney embankment,
Millles succeeded in retaining the oar, with-a little help from the
police.

On the return journey everyone crowded into ome tube train
car — oh what a stench — and passed birthday boy Dave Lord
from one end of the car to another. This dirty, stinking troop of
students they went to tea at Harrods. For once we actually got
served in their way in cafeteria.

Fuller details and more photos of Rag Week in next week’s

Rag Felix. : g
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RAG Queen Paula Marriot
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letters to the editor

That Rag Committee meeting

Dear Sir, — With reference to
the article on Rag on the
front page, and the editorial
in last week’s FELIX, we,
the undersigned (who all
attended the meeting) wish to
object most strongly to the
reporting,

We feel that at no stage
did any CCU participate in
“inter and inira€CU bickering”
or ‘‘wrangling”’ to ‘‘uphold
the image of their CCU’’, Any
discussion, although heated
at times, was directed at the
leaders of the Rag Committee
on a united CCU front, It
seemed to us that it was being
left to the CCUs to organise
the majority of Rag Week, and
calling a meeting the day
before it started, so that we
could do this, appeared to
be impractical,

After some sensible con-
versation all matters were
resolved, and there is no
excuse at all for the reports
in FELIX, which made the
meeting appear to be unpro-
ductive, The situation''was
obviously overdramatised due

*

NUS-Time
Dear Sir, — This letter has
been written in the light of
last Friday’s startling
announcement from the NUS
Executive that they intend to
close down the Union’s travel
and printing service, due to
their accrued deficit of over
£500,000, I suggest that the
time is here for us to again
examine our position Wwith-
in NUS.

But before we join the band
of dissafiliating unions led
by Edinburgh, I would like
to elucidate some of the
implications and how we could
cope with them.

In last term’s debate on
whether NUS was representa-
tive of students, Charles
Clarke used his political
rhetoric to the utmost, I ask
you, how can a group of full
time officers represent the
views of students, the ranks
of whom they left many years
ago? Surely our representative
should be closely involved
within student circles, at the
grass roots level, and be
democratically elected.

Do I hear cries of more
bureaucracy and elections?
Quite  possible, but not
necessary as we already have
someone who can fill the roll,
the Union President, -

One of the principal factors
that bonds the NUS together,
is the claim that they can
present a strong bargaining
body when putting forward the
student case to the government
over matters such as grants
fees and graduate unemploy-
ment, areas in which I feel the

NUS must be given some
credit,
What is against the ICU

President putting forward the
views of Imperial College
students to the Government or
other interested bodies?

to the need of a good front
page story.

We feel that there is an
obvious lack of leadership on
the committee, but we cannot
in any way deride the effort
of the Carnival Co-ordinator,
Secretary and Treasurer, since
they have had to pick up the
dregs after the summer, It is
with great regret that this
letter has had to be written
but incompetent reporting has
grossly mis-informed the whole
of Imperial College,

Yours faithfully,

P Kurowski

(RSMU President)

M Osborn

(RSMU Vice President)
A Musgrove

(RSMU Ents Officer)

C Yule

(RSMU Newsletter Editor)
S Braund

(RCSU Vice President)

S Dearing

(C&GU President)

R Beveridge

(C&GU Publicity Officer)
CA Morrell

(RCSU President)

to get out

At least he would have
credibility, If he were to feel
isolated there is nothing to
stop communication with other
Union Presidents to formulate
a unified front, Surely this
type of extemal involvement
is what we expect from our
President and if he feels this
would involve too much work
then would he not be abseénting
part of his responsibility?

Far rather our external
policy is involved in matters
which directly involve Imperial
College students in preference
to the spurious litical and
ideological debates over
matters alien to us.

As for the services that the
NUS offer: I can’t think of any
sector in which we as a
Union would be incapable of
developing an alternative,
When considering this, remem-
ber that we would have an
extra £5,000 in our coffers
that would otherwise have gone
to the NUS. Endsleigh Insur-
ance, which according to our
NUS Executive is profitable,
would be available to you as a
student, whether you be a
member of the NUS or not. In
any case it has often been
stated that one can obtain a
better insurance deal from
many of the large insurance
groups, after all insurance is
a competitive market,

Now is the time to stand
on our own, to communicate
with other institutions but
overall to develop the services
we need and will use,

The decision to leave will
be harder to make than the one
to stay in, but a short temm
loss would soon be forgotten
in the light of long term gains.,
Yours faithfully,

JOHN MORGAN
ICU Welfare Officer
22 November 1976

would give

Linstead fallacies

Dear Sir, —There is much more
agreement than he supposes
between Mr Cheetham’s think-
ing — both his criticism of
college residences and his
praise of the knightsbridge
Association plan — d tge
thinking behind the alternative
proposed by Mr Gardiner and
myself. In the latter we have
tried to demonstrate the
economics and fkasibility of
a human scale low rise
solution, which would harmonise
the interests of both students
and residents,

The difficulty in making
the comparison Mr Cheetham
wants to make, however, is
that the Knightsbridge Asso-
ciation scheme accommodates

only 72 students and is
enomously expensive, Whereas
Stephen Gardiner’s plan

attempts to meet the College’s
brief as far as is possible,
and within the limits of the
benefaction, This is not easy.
The scheme wins on costs,
yet it already represents a
compromise (280 hall places)
between the College’s tar get
(which issued in daylighting
infringements and contﬁlions
that 1 dislike as much as Mr
Cheetham does) and the lower
accommodation targets, which
the space and

privacy Mr Cheetham very

understandably desires,

Of course larger quadrangles
and fewer rooms would make
our scheme better, That is
what we should have liked,
Meanwhile, though, even in
the scheme as it stands, Mr
Cheetham is wrong about the

quadrangles, Their size is
comparable with that of
several treasured public

gardens in the City, Let Mr
Cheetham explore the squares
and alleys between Carter
Lane and the river,
Comprehensibility. Mr Gardiner
and 1 have offered to explain
what schemes like his would
be like. The Union Executive
has not responded to this offer.
Furthermore its comments on
the scheme have rested on
several serious misunderstand-
1ngs,

Sports. Mr Gardiner’s report,
sent to the College, made
suggestions about new
locations for these.,

Cars. There is no prospect of
the benefaction being available
to accommodate cars in the
manner envisaged by the
Knightsbridge Association. If
Mr Cheetham likes low rise,
human scale buildings, loss
of parking is the consequence,
He cannot have everything.
Yours sincerely,

DAVID WIGGINS

12 November 1976

Critics corner(ed?)

Dear Sir, — 1 should like to
express my extreme dissatis-
faction with recent issues of
FELIX, particularly number
434, Surely there is not such a
shortage of contributions, or
alternatively such a low
standard of literacy among
your readers, that one page
needs to be occupied by a
rather facile depiction of
Morphy Day, and the centre
spread almost wholly concealed
by banner headlines advertising
Rag Week. I realise the need
to make a visual impact on
the reader, but surely items
of such doubtful relevance are
carrying this too far; one
would expect a newspaper to
provide a certain amount of
reading matter, a service
which appears to have been
neglected.

Having said this, I must
welcome the disappearance,
in issue 434, of the opinionated
and sometimes contradictory
comment appearing in the
‘What’s On’ section, Can Ian
Morse claim that conducting a
personal vendetta against
‘Sounds’ (from whom the.
concert information appears to
be borrowed, judging by the
identical printing errors) is
the legitimate function of such
a column?

Comparing  the technical
standard, and apparent expense,
of production of Sennet and
FELIX, one would expect a

similar superiority of content’

in the latter, Unless material
of more relevance and interest

to IC students is included,

this unenviable comparison
may be continued; the gate of
Sennet needs no further
comment,

COLIN ADAMS

Mat. Sci 2,

12 November 1976

IAN MORSE replies:-

You are quite alert in your
assumption that the gig guide
is obtained from Sounds. As
for me conducting a vendetta
against this poor-mans NME;
if pointing out unaccuracies of
truth entails the term ‘vendetta
being used, then I see little
harm in it, although two small
pieces concerning Sounds can
hardly justify a ‘vendetta’. To

’

conclude, | am told some
people actually find the
‘What’s 'On’ column both

interesting and informative.

Need a lift.....give a lift

A file of those requiring
lifts (by car) to IC and those
prepared to offer them is now

being compiled, Details -
{ please keep these to a
| minimum — should be place

on a plain postcard and sent to
MISS J CRAWLEY, Department
of Geology. A typical card
would read thus: (top line)
Offered/Wanted, place  of
starting; (underneath) name
‘ and internal contact point,

(No ’phone calls and No
Long Letters, just the essential
facts on a postcard.







