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Students
Measures are to be taken to create a new Union major

sub-committee (of Union Council) to Cover overseas
student affairs. The move came at an informal meeting on
Wednesday evening, designed to revamp interest in the

Union’s ailing Overseas Students Committee (OSC):

The meeting was convened

by Academic: Affairs Officer

Paul Ekpenyong and Extemal

Affairs Officer Hugh Barrett,

both of whom had become

deeply concerned that the

OSC’s nine elected posts

were all vacant. These should

have been filled in March.

Low level of activity

The two were also perturbed
about the absence of an

Overseas Students Freshers

reception and the low level

of activity among overseas

students on the issues

affecting them. This they

found disturbing in the wake

of increasing constraints on

overseas students studying

in the UK. ‘IC is one of the

few colleges not openly

involved in fighting these

constraints and supporting

the NUS campaign on overseas

students’ said Paul Ekpenyong.

The unanimous decision

to scrap the existing committee

was taken by an invited group

of foreign students comprising

leaders of ICU’s_ national

societies and others interested

in promoting overseas student

activity. Under the plan

devised on Wednesday, these

societies would come under

the jurisdiction of the new

sub-committee,

New proposals

The plan would eftectively

fuse the aims and organisation

of the SCC national societies

with those of the existing

Students Committee, to

produce a cohesive voice for

overseas students. rhe

meeting acknowledged that

the present system failed to

bind individual active

national societies together

on the issues common to all

overseas students.

The sub-committee would
be represented on Council by

its chairman, Its composition

would be the chairmen of the

national societies and elected

representatives of overseas

Students.

Executive backing

The proposals have yet to

be finalised and will have to

be approved by Union Coungil

and General Meetings, Initial

Union reaction has_ been

favourable and informed

sources believe the idea will

receive ascent, in principle,

at next week’s' Executive

meeting. President Nick

Brayshaw and SCC Chairman

Alan Lodge have already

welcomed the proposals.

Action committee

An ad hoc ‘Overseas

Students Activists Committee’

was set up at the meeting.

This body will decide the

exact formal structure of the

new sub-committee and present

its proposals to Council, It is

hoped the Activists Committee

will also. instigate new

enthusiasm in cverseas

student affairs, publicise the

main issues affecting these

students and devise prelimin-

ary arrangements for next

year’s freshers’ reception.

Food prices to

Stay constant
The College Refectory

Committee decided last week

to recommend to the Goveming

Body that refectory prices
remain at their present level

after Christmas, Suggestions

that the Committee look

deeply into what the customer

wants from the _ catering

service were welcomed by

chairman, Professor Eilon, He

has asked the Union to conduct

a survey to determine this.

See Editorial (page 3) and

Pres Cuttings (page 10).

Action taken on overseas

THIS PLAQUE WAS UNVERLED ©

Professor Sir Andrew Huxley, FRS, who last Thursday

opened the new Huxley Building in Queensgate. The

building is named after Thomas Huxley, a professor in

Biology, who was Dean of RCS and RSM from 1881 — 1895.

Sir Adrew is the grandson of Thomas Huxley.

The new building houses the departments of Maths,

Physics and Computing & Control.

Brunel reject Izzy
Izzy, the six foot high fibreglass dinosaur captured by IC

students over the summer, will not be returning to its original

owners, Brunel University Students Union. The Executive of

Brunel Union has told Izzy’s captors that his Union does not
intend to meet the conditions laid down for the mascot’s return.

These included the payment

of £50 to the IC Rag charities

and the donation of 150 pints

of blood by Brunel students,

all by November Ist. The

mascot’s captors had been

prepared to extend the dead-

line, but this suggestion was

rejected by the Brunel

Executive.

Another College has shown

interest in borrowing the

dinasour for their Rag pro-

cession and negotiations are

now underway to Sort out the

details,

These developments weren’t

the only mascotry activities

in the last week, RCS Union

tried unsuccessfully to steal

Spanner and Bolt, the Guilds

mascots, at last Thursday’s

Electrical Engineering

Freshers’ Dinner. RCSU
sealed all the entrances to

the College forcing Guilds to

keep their mascots on _ the

campus until the RCSU groups

groups had dispersed, Spanner

and Bolt finally left College

via the Chemical Engineering

building at about 10.20pm.

No trouble was reported,

Another mascot, Phineas,

which was acquired last year

from University College by

Guilds is due to be returned
to UC at this Sunday’s Guilds

bar night.
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letters to the editor
Dear Editor, — May I make a

‘few comments on the proposed

Linstead Extension. Firstly,

on reading last weeks article,

the most elegant and appealing

scheme was clearly that of the

Knightsbridge Association.Be-
sides providing accommodation

which normal human beings

would enjoy living in, as

opposed to the ‘rabbit warrens’

which students are expected

to live in, the scheme also-

provides for extending the

present sports facilities and

- maintaining the space available

for parking.

Unfortunately the scheme

has many equally clear dis-
advantages. The cost would

probably be prohibitive, and

the low rise aspect does not

meet with the DAPWCC’s idea

of boxing the Gardens into

another of Londons typical(?)
squares.

Although clearly aimed at

keeping within the budget, the

College proposals seem to

show a complete absence of

any new thoughts in design.

It appears to mirror the present

Linstead design — with the

top chopped off to save the

expense, and the exterior

tarted up a bit to give it a

newer look — and add to the

expense.

The final scheme, proposed

by Wiggins and Gardiner, I

feel is totally ludicrous. Having

been privileged enough to see

their plans — which appear

to be newly incomprehensible

— I shall point out my main

points of objection.

a) The tennis courts and car

park are used indiscriminately

without any thought of replac-

ing these facilities.

b) The space available
would limit the size of the

courtyards, making them into

unsocial wastages of space

and only useful for accumulating

litter.

c) The courtyards could only

be centres of social activity if

warm and well lit — impossible

in the population density

suggested.

I have been unable to see

any advantages in their

scheme whatsoever.

One final point on _ the

present, and proposed density

of population: whilst high

density is obviously favoured

financially (especially when

Space is limited), a density

even as high as at present can

only lead to a feeling of

impersonality and a lack of

respect for the property. This

leads directly to vandalism, or

at least misuse of the availabe

facilities, and a corresponding

reduction in useful lifetime.

Please Messrs Wiggins and

Gardiner and whoever is

responsible for the college

plans, rethink and consider

the quality of life of all

Students and Mews residents

alike.

H. CHEETHAM

Met Post Grad.

Dear Sir, — You report that

I have ‘‘extensively lobbied...

against the height of the new

building and the density of

Student numbers’’,

The truth is that I have

made argued representations

in writing, all of them acces-

sible to Imperial College,

and not against numbers —

the right number in my opinion

is the largest number compatible

with good environment and

good architecture -—_ but

solely against the suitability

of the proposal to all human

inhabitants of the neighbour-

hood, whether student or

non-student, Evidently every

councillor “was persuaded
that the building would

aggravate and reinforce the

harsh and overpowering
quality of what is already in

the square; destroy the light

and air which demolition on

PUPIE MAME GATICS MENS
A plan view of the scheme for the Linstead Hall extension as

Linstead extension submitted by David Wiggins and Stephen Gatdines.

the east has

created in a

dark place;

fortuitously

potentially

and result in a

massive infringement of

daylighting regulations § at

Phase Three (not given in

your pretty picture), an

infringement from which IC

Students would principally

suffer. My low-rise (3% storey)

alternative could house more

students for your £350,000,

and could house morte students

more cheaply and more quickly

in subsequent phases.

If the College had heeded

properly the summer meeting

of the Town Planning

Committee, it could have

predicted the refusal it has

suffered.

DAVID WIGGINS

Professor of Philosophy

Bedford College

8 November 1976

Discount follies
Dear Sir, — There has been

much debate over the attempt

by Imperial College Students’

Union to sell the National

Student Discount Scheme below

the NUS recommended price

of £2.00.

We are just one of many

small colleges who have

invested a considerable

proportion of our total income

into the NSDS scheme. We

are attempting to increase

the income of our ‘union by

selling these cards’ and

receiving commission from

NUS for the cards that we

sell. If Imperial College

Students’ Union begin selling

their cards cheaper than we

can, (If we sell them at that

price it is not worth us

selling them), then we will be

unable to sell our cards to

the students from our college

because they will just go to

Imperial,

Our total investment in the

NSDS scheme is £500 and

we cannot afford to have un-

sold cards and handbooks,

I sincerely hope that Imperial

Union decide to forget about

this idea because it will

cause severe financial

difficulties to small unions

such as ours, and that they

accept that NUS had their

reasons, (this is only one),

in fixing the price of the

NSDS Cards at £2.00.

Yours sincerely,

STEVE WILLIAMS,

President.

Hammersmith & West London

College Students’ Union.

8November 1976.

Your paper?
Dear Sir,; — As the _ three

students who share the

writing of FELIX Theatre

reviews, may: we reply‘ to

Mr Davey’s _ extraordinary

attack in last week’s issue?

We would not seek to

disagree with his contention

that better qualified critics

can be read in the national

press. What we aim to do is to

give a students’ eye view of

productions; if we Sometimes

sound pretentious then we

apologise, it is unintentional,

It is unfortunate that Mr

Davey should draw comparisons
between our aspirations and

his Olympic qualifications.

We do not pretent to be

world class critics, We are

solely reporting events as we

see them just as he does,

with the difference that we

do not digress into praise of

the beer consumed and the

public houses visited. I’m sure

you would be pleased to

receive a report of any public

Sporting occasion which Mr

Davey has. visited, which

would be of interest to

readers, .

In conclusion may we

applaud the sentiments,

expressed in your editorial,

that the tastes of FELIX

readers cover a wide “range,

and thanks all those who

contribute to FELIX in any

way, particularly those who

cover IC events, which must

on any .onsideration be the

prime concern of the Newspaper

of Imperial College Union.

Thomas Stevenson

Eric Stovell

Steve Grove.

More letters page 3
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Overseas Students
I was disheartened that no member

of the Union Executive attended the

Overseas Students meeting on

Wednesday (see front page).. It was
doubly sad, since over the summer

vacation, | had heard many ideas

from the Exec. aimed at increasing
Overseas’ student participation § in

IC Union. Overseas students form

25% of Union membership. They now

face special problems which threaten

their community at IC. The situation

deserves closer attention from ICU.

It is hardly encouraging to active

overseas students to see no lead

given by the Executive, three of

whom sit on the ailing Overseas

Students Committee.

Refectories
In October 1975 a 40% refectory

price increase’ dramatically cut

ere” o'

Mooney’s custom. The

Committee has seen its error and

proposes no increases for next term.

Its new found policy of finding out

what students want from the catering

system is welcome, but long overdue.

There seems to be no problem at the

Union refectory, where every lunchtime

the queue trails out of the refec, door

and across the foyer. Congratulations

to Mr Mooney on this one, at least.

By the way, if you don’t like the

queues, the Union Bar serves sand-

wiches in the Lower. Lounge at

lunchtimes. Hot meals at weekends

are also on the cards.

Returning the Compliment

The RCS Union General Committee

decided on Monday that the ICU,

ICWA, C&GU and RSMU Presidents

would only get a single complimentary

ticket to the RCS Silwood Ball.

Formerly they had received a double

ticket. At, say, £15 a double ticket

for this year’s formal balls, double

complimentaries add £60 to the

event’s bill ie: £1 to each double

bought for Silwood, the ICWA Ball &

Mines Ball, and at least SOp a double
for Guilds Dinner and Dance. Including

follow

Refectory
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Freshers’ Dinners complimentaries,

£350 is ‘spent’ on free tickets; most

of the tickets are used by the five

Presidents. Numbers at formal balls

are dropping because of the ticket

price ... the solution seems obvious.

Apoligies

Sorry about the state of last week’s

editorial, the rush to get FELIX to

you prevented accurate proof reading

here. Apologies too to Mr Davey,

whose name got spelt three different

ways.

Due to a slight cock-up by myself

the Rag edition of FELIX will now

be sold on 3rd December. Next week’s

edition will photo- preview Rag Week.

Thanks to Omega, the Herriot-Watt

University paper, for allowing us to

use the dalek cartoon last week.

Many thanks to Gill McConway, lan

Morse, Jen Hardy-Smith, Mark Kuse,

Howard Cheetham, Chris Palmer,

Duncan Suss, Trevor Poole, Terry

Westoby, Andrew Evans, Dave Crabb,

Alison, Mike Slone-Murphy, Jon Lor--,

Tony. Jones and John O’ Leary. Ta too
anyone else |’ve forgotten.

or we'll call the police’.
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to their senses before the Yours in anticipation of
L-plates {or lunacy whole thing gets out of many rumblings from Mr Lord

proportion. ; and crew,

Dear Sir, — With reference to similar to Mr Elkin’s, been . We would like to close co ta
your article headed ‘“‘Mascot taken by RCSU, and the j4 With @ ‘warning’ quote ho
Wrangles’’, in FELIX No. van been used to prevent @. guildsman heavily ae ies Dave Dodge
432, we would like to make Mr Elkin from ramming RCS With spanner at a subsequent Assist. Hon Sec
several points, freshers escorting Theta, S8uilds dinner: ‘We'd better RCSU

John Elkin, guildsheet Mr Elkin may not have been

editor, did drive his vehicle quite so happy had the J4 e

at the RCS freshers, and (a somewhat larger vehicle) Right groove
continued to drive backwards rammed _ him when the driver
and forwards, hitting numerous ‘saw that his buddies were Dear Sir, — How glad I wasto along the routes of planned

people. As Mr Elkin was in troubdle’! read your expose in the October marketing cons. Not forgetting
reversing, presumably for The Royal College of 2ist issue. It was refreshing to the vulnerability of childrens’
another attempt at the crowd, Science Union feel that the see reality in print. The minds, nor that they have no

i — cereal rameved Pos sitieate — Rn pete popular music scene is choice ‘in what they buy, for
i ge dal preliant. ha aay a oat in eens By definitely, sadly anti-truth, links exists between discos,

then entered the dinner across continued aggravation during pro-illusionist and a continuing retail shops and the charts.
the bonnet of the guilds car this year’s events, During negative in a progressive world. The recording companies have

as it was now blocking the the first dinner, road blocks Let us see a more detailed got it all in their control.
I would be glad to see youdoors. comprising 50gal oil drums, ¢xpose of where it’s really at

Immediately after the breeze blocks, milk-crates, with the music industry — how ‘teveal the existence of the
incident, guilds maintained road signs and scaffolding sales of advertising space in multitude of good, professional
_ = oe paganot ge 5 sen —_ placed across music ~— is linked with pg nah iaayatng ter
the reshers and that- he college roads in an attempt reviews of gigs, concerts, ;
always drove at speed around to re Theta from leaving singles and albums releases, 2841nst all odds, of whom the

pits ree ot ee ee’, Vous, Baye and Rowdpable-pede copread y« DPM oeof theCompanys
’ editoria ar at a

‘of overwhelming evidence to ‘noticed during the dinner, as ties, . las policy-directed, restricted,
the contrary, he later told they were placed in such And let us have an expos hype-minded, frustrated, psuedo-

RCS that he ‘DELIBERATELY ositions as to be likely to ae sal ea ical d ho front theP “el y 4, of the singles market hype — musical dreamers who front U
RAMMED THE FRESHERS ras — “nl pa or ° where chart material is manu- ‘ecording companies, who will

BAO Be LS SEED ARO ciaka as waa wake Relat Maa Omay ap" Say ent atioge tate Ui
IN TROUBLE.’ dinners - the past, agreed Success, with full awareness of PaRt Ob ROD IRG Hat: IPPTo oo ag ee bad content disregarded in K.M. Girdler (Miss)

The whole incident was _ that this was __ blatently :
viewed by a least two dangerous and could have favour of the knowledge of Chemistry Dept
members of the guilds exec., caused serious injury and financial profit to be gained Oct 26, 1976
Vice-President,’ Dave Lord _ possible ee, ,
and Hon Sec, ‘Mike Wheatley, At the thir inner (Life °

who were both waiting, along Sciences), Mr Elkin was seen Inconsiderate
with a number ofgguildsman, on more than one occasion
in the Lyon-Playfair library, to be driving past the window pear Sir, — Everyday I come’ impossible for him to remove

On noticing that minimal of the dinner at speed, jnto College by car, and to the sticker without a_ great
damage had occured to Mr spoiling the atmoshpere of ate have had no problems in deal of help from the College

Elkin Scar, Mr Wheatley the dinner for many people. parking (1 do have a College road sweeper. I realise that
said il going ip pay Although we ha not Parking permit), I was rather car parking is limited, but
for this’, We wou ike to object, principle, tO anazed to finda car displaying surkiorcommbsion Wace be

point out that damage to valid efforts by guilds to aS (dadilldd | péadnia siikder h : tak
cars can be paid for (although steal Theta, we. feel that ; P duwal Shown in certain cases.
we have no intention of doing by definition, mascotry fetter with an orange dayglow
so in this instance) damage should good-humoured ‘Thou Shalt Not. Park’ label Yours sincerely,
to people cannot, activity, with no real violence stuck on its windscreen, Ron Parker

Things may have been and definately no actions The nature of the (car) Messenger
different had an attitude, which could endanger life owner’s disability made it Old RCS Building


