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Human errors on Handbook-IC Union foots £200 bill

Dear Fresher letter
Sabbatical Handbook Editor at Harrods-storm brewing
Mix-ups between the College Registry, |C Union Handbook

Editor Paul Ekpenyong, IC Union Executive,and the FELIX

Office have cost IC Union £185. This sum ?s for overtime

work by FELIX litho-printer lan Morse, who in one week

put in 57 extra hours, necessary to enable the Handbook

to be finished by its deadline of 13th August:

This date was given to Mr Ekpenyong and FELIX by

Registry via IC Union Honarary Secretary John (Chalky)

White; it transpired after completion that Registry did not

in fact require the Handbook until 20th August. However

the Union Executive decided to trim a week off the
available time, so that they could study the Handbook in
depth, and then write a Freshers’ letter to be included in

the Registry mailing. With this extra week at the FELIX
unit’s disposal, it is unlikely that overtime payments
would have been necessary; as it is, the Handbook has

over-run its budget of £200 by twice that figure.

Furthermore it seems likely

that furore will develop over
the actual content of the

Handbook; two CCUs, the

Royal School of Mines Union
and City & Guilds Union,

did not submit entries, neither

did many Union clubs. Deputy

President Derrick Everett
summed up the feelings of the
Union Offfcials, ‘/t’s not so

much what was in it, but what

was left out that matters’.

Many officers, including

Peter Teague (last year’s

President) and Chalky White,

are unhappy that the editor

was working in Harrods during

the last four weeks of . his

Felix sabbatical. This they

cite as the main reason for the

rushed’ editing that has
resulted in what they term a

‘shoddy’ handbook. Whilst
acknowledging the effect of

his absence, Mr Ekpenyong

was keen to point out ‘That one —

of the main sections of the

Handbook, Welfare, did not

come in to be typeset until

four days _ before _ printing

actually finished.

Nearly blank pages

At one point, the Union

Executive was debating

whether or not to send out the

Handbook in the _ Registry
mailing to freshers. This year

was the first in recent times

that the Handbook had been

sent to freshers prior to term;

this coincided with a new

format to the publication.

Despite this, President Nick

Brayshaw finds inexcuseable

‘the nearly blank pages, the

spelling mistakes in headlines

and the lack of cohesion in

major sub-committee articles.’

Censure motion

The first public signs of
anger are liable to come at

Thursday’s Union’ General

Meeting, where a_ censure

motion against Mr Ekpenyong

is expected. The financing of

the Handbook will also be

discussed at a meeting of the

Union’s Publications Board
next Tuesday. At both meetings

Mr Ekpenyong will claim that

‘the Handbook budget was

paltry. In comparison, we're

Continued on page three

Photo-Booth
An instant photo-booth will

be positioned at the entrance

to the Union Lower Refectory

from the beginning of term.

‘The booth, which produces 4

Passport sized photographs

for use on Union, NUS and

Student Railcards, will be
there for an _ experimental

period of 6 months to evaluate

demand.

IZZY CAPTURED
BRUNEL University’s mascot

Izzy is now at I.C. following

a weekend raid in August on

Brunel Students Union.

The mascot, a six foot high

green and yellow fibreglass

dinosaur, normally resides in

Brunel's beer garden at the

centre of the Students Union;

unlike Mike, the I.C. mascot,

Izzy was on display twenty-four

hours a day.It had been consid-
ered impossible to grab since

the dinosaur is usually filled
with sand.

However the sand had recen-

tly been removed to enable

repairs to be carried out. The

I.C. students on the raid were

aware ofthis and sojust walked

in and snatched the mascot,

without any resistence. The

only other people in the Union

were a band, who ‘Only practise

here on Saturdays’. Brunel later

claimed that one of their Vice--

Presidents saw the whole

operation.
Izzy was later taken to the

Union Bar for the evening, bed-

ecked in Constituent College

Union ties. IC Union had dec-

lined to take responsibility for

GUILDS VP

BECOMES

A MINER
Examination

forced the current City and
Guilds Union Vice President,
Dave lLord, to enter the

Metallurgy department in RSM.

David, who was last year
resitting his first year in the

Chemical Engineering depart-

ment, intends to remain as

C&GU VP. Even though he is
registered as a student in

Mines the College does not
force him to join RSMU.

results have

the raid, so the whole operation

had become an all-CCU affajr.

A character known as ‘Mike’

has claimed responsibility for
the raid and offered to return

the mascot if £50 is donated to

the I.C. Rag charities, and 150
pints of bloodis given by Brunel

students at the beginning of

term. Last year students there

gave 97 pints. For every pint

less than 150 an extra 50p will

have to be given to Rag. The
deadline for the .handover of

Izzy has been set as November

Ist; so far ‘Mike’ has not rec-

eived a reply from Brunel.
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*SPECIAL FRESHERS’*

*FELIX*

Colour Photo Supplement-

-see centre pages

Felicity-the Felix guide

to whatson-see other

centre pages

Football Preview-an
independent look at Who’s

Who at IC-see pages6 &7

Sport-see pages 14 & 15

felix



2 — FELIX, OCTOBER 4th 1976

Whilst you’ve been away many things
have been happening and FELIX has

done its best to keep everyone at IC in
the picutre. There have been two Post

Graduate editions of KFELIX, one on

July 30th and the other on September 17th.

Summer Accomodation

The first of these editions reported
that the College Summer Accommodation

Scheme, whereby Southside and Linstead
Hall rooms are let out to tourists and

conference guests, was being run on

new lines to ensure that the scheme was

more financially watertight, than had

hitherto been the case.

However there were teething troubles,

as our front page story reported. Pre-

valent amongst these was the question

of unused meal tickets. When tourists

book a room at Southside they have to

buy a £1 meal ticket which they exchange

for breakfast in the refectory. Many

visitors leave unused tickets in their

rooms when they finally depart. These

tickets had in the past been used by

student cleaners. Amidst some confusion

this practice was stopped by Domestic

Secretary Captain Lindley.
There was also some uncertainty at

to how much the cleaners should be
paid; at the end of the first week they

got 7p less than last year! Nevertheless

praise has been forthcoming on the

decision to appoint a permanent SAC

Manageress, Tricia Wigfall, instead of
the usual nine month appointment.

Sport

Term had barely ended when news of

a different sort filtered through from

Henley and Montreal. The Boat Club

had a most successful year at the

Henley Royal Regatta, with our 1st VIII

reaching the quarter finals of the Ladies

Plate and the 2nd VIII being beaten only

Whilst vou
were away

OR

SUMMER NEWS ROUND-UP

Montreal

At the Montreal Olympics Tim Crooks
a former post graduate student in the Mech-

anical Engineering’s Lubrication Labora-

tory, won a silver medal in the rowing

eights. Two other members of the depart-

ment, Neil Keron (coxless fours,rowing)

and Dr Graham Paul (fencing) were not as

successful.

Student Houses

During the vacation rennovation work
was carried out on some of the student

houses owned by the College. Delays in

commencing the work brought fears that 51
and 69 Evelyn Gardens, together with 14

Queensbury Place would not be ready for
Student occupation at the start of term.

In the second PG Felix we reported that

quick action by College officials and

Union President Nick Brayshaw had unex-
pectedly enabled the work tobe speeded up,

The work has now finished in Evelyn Gar-

dens, and students started moving in last

week,

Tricia Greenwood

Residence Officer Tricia Greenwood

resigned in August. Talking to Felix about

her decision she complained about the

understaffing of Residence Office and the

refusal of College Administration to do

anything about it.

Blazes

The first of two main fires took place
on July 15th, when a faulty lift motor

caught fire, causing the whole of Southside
to be evacuated for 30 minutes. Damage
was minor. Two months later the stage of

the Union Concert Hall was being sanded
when one of the dust bags being used

caught fire. Pandora Theatre’s Andy Steph-

enson and IC Union DP Derrick Fverett

were the heroes, whose prompt action cone
anes damage to four square feet of stage
oor.

Clem

RSM Union mascot Clem, a 1926 Morris
Commercial lorry, is off the road following
transmission failure at Portsmouth. Clem
had gone South to take part in the Isle of

Wight Railway Centre’s Summer Show. At
the time this meant that all three CCU
motorised mascots were off the road.

RCS’
It was with regret that Felix had to rec-

ord the deaths of two well-known RCSU
personalities, Ron Kill and Jan Vincent.

On both a Coroner’s verdict of accidental

death was recorded.

IMPORTANT VISA INFO

Overseas students are now advised to
apply for a new visa to stay in Britain at
least 14 days before theirold visa expires.
Following a recent court case, the Home
Office requires that any visa appeal (in the
case of an unsuccessful applicant ) must
be held before his present visa expires,
Late applicants now face the risk of dep-
ortion should there be insufficient time to
to hear their appeal. Further details from

the IC Union Office.

Have you
graduated yet>
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& NEW FORMAT

guiding

we’ve paid for it now.

Seriously though,

to use a colour cover.
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*..” even the bank manager.

“= Money Matters

are nothing more

administered placebo.

although there is still

long queues.

Constitutionally

FRESHER’S LETTER

(Cotinued from front page)

spending about 10% of the

budget of many other unions?
he told Felix. ‘Even the CCUs

are given substantially greater

sums from ICU to spend on

their handbooks’. RCSU

did in fact spend £800 on their
handbook this year, with the

Royal College of Science

Association adding a further

£400. Leeds University, who
like IC, produced 3,000 copies

of their handbook, expect to

subsidise it to the tune of

£4,000 a year.

Impossible schedule

College Publications

Department agreed to the over-

time provided that the Union

NEWSPAPER OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION

<. Let’s get the formalities over; Welcome
2 «to IC- this is FELIX or This is IC,

“and you’re welcome to FELIX.(At least

one of those should be in the right

order!) To those who are new here,

I hope that this rag, which appears

weekly during term-time, will be as a

light through the mists of

Union and College affairs.

those hardy perennials (told you the

fiver would work—P-P), hope you like

the new format. You’d better,

this

represents a double first for FELIX,

the first issue to use full process

colour and the first litho-ed UG issue

The colour on

the front, and the new banner (doesn’t

it look sweet!—varitypist) will become

a permanent feature, paid for by the

advertising- the rate of which amazes

rate Many people have been pressing
for an end to the UGC self-balancing

regulations on catering and residence
accounts, amongst them our own Sir

Brian Flowers. It seems odd that once
again the UGC, a Government body,

should ask universities to perform a

stunt that no Government installation

has recently pulled off. A stunt indeed

for universities to juggle with money
they don’t possess. The new measures

than a self-

The Honarary Secretary’s article
came into FELIX barely a week ago,

changes in

if circumstances

been

And for proposed

*cause

contracts were
edition

at UGM,

or Union advice

S) RE
¥ SME BREE EE ee eS

literally as the paper went to press.

I learnt then of his decision to

include far -reaching constitutional

the agenda for

Thursday’s Union General Meeting.

These would enable the Union to

sack officers, including sabbaticals,

arose where IC

students wished to do so.

measures also define the jobs of

sabbatical officers, particularly with

regard to holiday; periods. I welcome

the advent of such measures, although

at the time of writing, I have not

shown a_ full

changes.

However, I am amazed at the

Honarary Secretary’s timing. Sabbat-

ical job descriptions and sabbatical

last

Council over two years ago.

remember these matters being raised

and certainly this year’s

Executive have not asked for Council not

in preparing the

changes. The late arrival of Mr. White’s

Safer Insurance

this

The

copy of the name.

discussed at

I can’t

article precluded any extensive
discussion in FELIX on_ these is invited,

changes.

At most there will be half an hour
spent discussing the changes before
voting at the UGM. That’s hardly

enongh time to air the subject fully.
Moreover, large numbers of freshers

at the meeting will not know enough

to assess

merits of the changes.

I don’t question Chalky’s good

bringing up

they have been sorely

needed for some time. Discuss them

at Thursday’s UGM, but let’s not

vote on them until a fuller discussion

about the Union

intentions in

measures,

has taken place.
For the first time in three years,

refectory price increases do not hog

the headlines of the Fresher’s FELIX.

Mr Mooney’s catering has come in for

severe criticism in the last year. It’s

all very well knocking his efforts, but

few could do better in his posifion—it’s

not half as easy as it looks.

quality has improved in the last year,

no room for

complacency; many outside concerns

provide comparable bounty without the

Food

Discount Discount

Full marks to ICU for undercutting
NUS on the student discount scheme
and passing on half of the commission
(25p) to the students buying the cards.

But where does the other half go?—to
cover admin costs,

Permanent staff are salaried and are

paid no extra to handle the cards.
Telephone bills don’t come into it(they

closing

the

these

Imperial

premises,

Ex-ed.

says ICU. The

Kevin (

photos.

are paid by College anyway)—surely

it can’t cost 25p per card to post
details of card purchases to Endsleigh

Is it a genuine saving for

Students or two fingers to NUS?

Street.

guaranteed to reimburse them;

President of the Union, Nick

Brayshaw, agreed to this. In

eight days, Mr Morse turned in

57 hours overtime to get the

Handbook finished; as FELIX

Editor Clive Dewey says:

‘We had eight working days to

complete the magazine, since

by 2nd August FELIX had

recieved none of the Handbook

artwork—impossible without

extensive overtime.’

On the nail, the Handbook

was delivered. One month later

it was still in Registry waiting

to be put into the mailing.

Jim Leach, in charge of the

mailing at Registry, explains

the Situation : ‘Normally

I tell everyone to get items

for the mailing to me by mia-

August. This gives me a .wo

week leeway before we put the

items actually into the mailing.

This year I was on holiday

until [3th September, so the

mailing wasn't Started until I

returned.
Stunned

Neither Mr White nor Mr

Dewey knew of this leeway.

Mr Dewey again:‘] was rather

Stunned to hear that all our

work had been for nothing. Even

one extra week would have

made all the difference. More-

over, I’m certain that it would

have enabled Paul to produce

a much better publication.’

‘Obviously his working in

Harrods didn’t help matters,

but even so the overtime could

have been avoided if we at the

eta, Fe 3S oeSRox <ase

who spoilt the show for the respectable
operators. ICU has banned the leaf-

letting of halls, and other measures
have weeded out the baddies. Further-
more, when you write to these companies
you are under no obligation—you have

only asked for details. When answering
any advert in FELIX it helps both us
and the company to quote the paper’s

Our Plug

This illustrious, illustrative, and
illuminous (cor!) newspaper would be
half the size and twice as late but for
a deadicated (sic) band of volunteer
staff. FELIX tries very hard, but is

a clique.

interested or not, be they an academic,
a secretary or a student, is welcome

to join us. Any -degree of involvement

from writing

pasting up articles to collating after

time.

newspaper and if you want to help out

on it, great! Just pop into the office,
or see ns at the Freshers’ Fair. ~

Jone | Spesee
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Editor - Clive Dewey B.Sc. ARCS.

Published by the Editor on behalf of the

College Union Publications
Board. Printed offset-litho on the Union

Many thanks to. Gill

Morse, Valerie Beer,

MiLJew,
Duncan Suss,

Westoby, Dave Foxall, Howard Cheetham.

Special thanks to Steve Brightman and

from Mines)

FELIX Office, Imperial College Union,
Prince Consort Road, London SW7 2BB
Te! 01—589 5111 ext 1048/1042/1043
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Many of you will, no doubt, be x
replying to some of the adverts appear-;,".
ing in FELIX, particularly the two
insurance companies’. A few years ago Sect
there were some rogues inthe business. “e
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FELIX unit had been better

informed by the Union. As it

was, this office was _ fully

stretched on the Handbook, and

we relied implicitly on the

information from Mr White.’

Incompetance

Mr Ekpenyong takes a more

acrimonious line: ‘Jt shows

a marked degree of incompet-

ance, on the part of the

Honorary Secretary, that he was

unable to give the correct

completion date. This was

despite my protestations at

the time that Registry had

given me a different final

delivery date. The Union

Executive has once’ again

shown its low financial

priority on Union publications —

except where things go wrong.’


