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iThe NUS Trave l office 
A/ill not be open until May 
10th due to staff i l lness . 
The nearest bureau is at 
/ ic tor ia Station. 

N o . 417 F r i d a y 30th A p r i l , 1976 F R E E ! 

Rapist 
strikes 
again 
A S E C O N D assaul t on a 
girl in the ladies toilet of 
the Union took p lace during 
the Easter r e c e s s . T h i s 
attack fo l lows the rape of 
an IC girl student there 
last November. 

The at tack occur red at 
about 10 pm on Monday 8th A p r i l . 
A man, bear ing a desc r i p t i on 
s im i l a r to that of the November 
a s s a i l a n t , had fo l l owed the 
g i r l into the to i le t where he 
a s s a u l t e d her. However , when 
the g i r l began sc reaming , he 
ran off. 

Pho to f i t of the f i rs t a s s a i l a n t . 

WP on sport 
facilities 

A W O R K I N G P A R T Y has been 
set up to c o n s i d e r what 
a d d i t i o n a l spor ts f a c i l i t i e s 
are requi red over the next f i ve 
y e a r s , and where they might 
be p rov ided . The W o r k i n g 
P a r t y i s to be c h a i r e d by 
Dr . B . White and it was set up 
at the request of the R e c t o r . 

T h e other members of the 
Working Pa r t y are Mr. P e t e r 
T e a g u e , I C U P r e s i d e n t ; 
Mr. John Tho rnback , Cha i rman 
A C C ; Mr . D.W. C l a r k , E s t a t e 
S e c r e t a r y ; Mr . F . H o l l i n g h e a d 
and Mr. J . R . D a v i d s o n , the 
C o l l e g e Secre ta ry . 

All members of the College 
are invited to comment on the 
existing sports and athletics 
facilities for students and 
staff, and offer suggestions 
for improvements or additions. 
Comments should be sent to 

Mr. John Davidson 
Room 535. Sherfield Bdg.. 

not later than Monday , 10thMay. 

Search made 
P e o p l e present in the Un ion 

B a r at the time made a search 
of the immediate v i c i n i t y soon 
af terwards but found no th ing . 
It was reported that, at about 
the same t ime, a motorcyc le 
was heard l eav ing w i t h i n c l o s e 
prox imi ty of the Un ion B u i l d i n g 

IC scarf 
The at tacker i s desc r ibed 

as a negro type, about 5 ' 9 " 
t a l l , w i th fa i r l y short dark 
brown ha i r . He was wear ing 
a l igh t ra incoat and blue j e a n s . 
He i s s a i d to be of medium 
bu i l d w i th po in ted h igh cheek 
bones w i th a s m a l l i s h f la t n o s e . 
H e w a s a l s o wear ing an I C 
scar f . 

Similarity 
The p o l i c e have not made 

any de f in i te statement about 
s im i l a r i t y in d e s c r i p t i o n s , but 
the C o l l e g e Secur i t y O f f i c e r , 
Mr . D a w s o n , sa id that the 
s im i l a r i t y in the desc r i p t i ons 
po in ted to a strong p o s s i b i l i t y 
of the a t tacks hav ing been 
commit ted by the same man. 

Student Spongers 
S T U D E N T S C L A I M I N G S o c i a l 
Secur i ty bene f i t s have been 
a t tacked by a Sco t t i sh student 
newspaper . 

The a t t a c k c a m e from O m e g a , 
the newspaper of Heriot—Watt 
U n i v e r s i t y , E d i n b u r g h . 
A c c o r d i n g to an ed i t o r i a l p u b 
l i s h e d in i t s l a t e s t i s s u e , 
' be tweenseven t y and e ighty per 
c e n t o f those students ( c l a i m i n g 
b e n e f i t ) w i l l have j u s t 
hammered one more na i l into 
the co f f i n of the N a t i o n ' . 

E x c u s e s usua l l y g iven for 
not f i nd i ng a v a c a t i o n job 
( e s p e c i a l l y dur ing C h r i s t m a s 
and E a s t e r ) were d i s m i s s e d as 
feeb le and inadequa te . "S tuden ts 
shou ld be resource fu l enough 
to f ind su f f i c i en t time for thei r 
academic work even i f they are 
work ing forty hours a w e e k " , 
the paper s a i d . It was rare ly 
d i f f i c u l t , the paper c l a i m s , for 
s tudents to f ind work as say 
barmen or pet ro l pump a t t e n 
dants if they t r i ed . 

C l a i m i n g bene f i t , the paper 
s a y s , " i s an act of apathy and 
s e l f i s h n e s s w h i c h j eopa rd i ses 
not on ly the i r own future but 
that of the ent i re nat ion' . ' 

It d e s c r i b e d as " m o s t 
d e s p i c a b l e " the r e a s o n , 
" I f I took a job I wou ld be 
depr i v i ng someone e l s e of the 
right to work and consequen t l y 
worsen ing the unemployment 
s i t u a t i o n " . It wou ld cos t the 
nat ion near ly £21 m i l l i o n if 
eve rys tuden t r e c e i v e d on l y the 
min imument i t l ementdur ing the 
E a s t e r v a c a t i o n a l o n e . 

A n N U S spokesman ,howeve r , 
d i sag reed w i th the po in ts made 
by Omega. The unemployment 
l e v e l had h i t s tudents bad ly 
and the s i tua t i on was so bad 
that t rad i t i ona l emp loye rs , such 
as the b ig s tores and hte G P O 
had of fered very few jobs 
dur ing the C h r i s t m a s v a c a t i o n . 

T h e N U S see s o c i a l secur i t y 
as a sa fe ty net for those on low 
pay and f i xed i n c o m e s . The 
spokesman a l s o po in ted out that 
a c c o r d i n g to the i r su rvey , 57% 
of s tudents on mandatory awards 
d i d not r ece i ve the fu l l parenta l 
con t r ibu t ion to thei r grant . H a l f 
the s tudent popu la t ion d id not 
rece ive the v a c a t i o n e lement , 
£3.80 per week for those on a 
fu l l grant , as a resu l t . 

Ms Sue S l i pman , N U S N a t i o 

na l Secre tary , s a i d yes te rday ; 
"I believe that anyone who is 
supposed to serve the interests 
of students could do that better 
than by attacking students 
who are victims of the present 
crisis, along with the vast 
majority of working people in 
this country. 

MISS J U L I A R O S S , above , 
i s the new P r e s i d e n t of 
L ' I n s t i t u t e F r a n c a i s du 
Royaune—Uni Sec re ta r i a l 
C o l l e g e S tuden ts ' U n i o n , 
popu la r l y k n o w n as I F . 
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F E L I X Photographic 
Competition 

The competition is open to all staff and students 
of Imperial College, except members of the F E L I X staff. 
Th is year all entries must be B&W or Colour prints. 
There will be nine categories: 

B&W 
Portrait 
L a n d s c a p e 
Natural History 
Photojournal ism 
General 

C O L O U R 
Portrait 
L a n d s c a p e 
Natural History 
General 

1. Prints must possess a surface area greater than48.su, 
inches. 
2. Prints may be mounted or unmounted. Only unmounted 
prints may be reproduced. 
3. F E L I X reserves the right to reproduce any entries. 
Only prints made on glossy paper may be reproduced. 
4. If there are insufficient entries for any of the categories 
prints entered for those categories wHl be judged under 
the General section. 
5. Entries should have the name, department and year 
of the photographer attached to each print. 
6. There is an entrance fee of lOp per competitor. 
Al l fees will be added to the prize money. 
7. Last date for entry is 2.00pm on Friday 21st May. 
8. There will be cash prizes. 
9. The judges decision will be final. 
10. Prints should be delivered to the F E L I X office. 

Ilopl College of Science Union 
ANNUAL DINNER 

with guest speaker 

RAYMOND B A X T E R 

of 'Tomorrow's World' 

Friday 7th May, 7.00 for 7.30pm Sherfield Building 
Tickets: £2.50 from Social Reps or RCSU Office. 
Dress: Lounge suit or equivalent. 

MOPSOC 
A lecture by 

P R O F . T.W.B. K I B B L E 

PHYSICS O F E N E R G Y -

T H E E N T R O P Y CRISIS 

1.15pm Tues 4th May 
Physics L T 2 

FOLK EVENING 
in Southwell House (Evelyn 
Gardens) 
WED 5th MAY at 8.00 pm 

Bar facilities provided. 
Everyone welcome, 
especially singers. 

F E L I X 
Published by the Editor on 

behalf of I .C.Union Publication 
Board. Printed Off-set Litho 
on " the premises, 

Fel ix Office.PrinceConsort Rd , 
London SW7 2BB. 

T e l . 01 589 5111 ext 1048,1042 

© F E L I X , 1*976 

Editor P.Ekpenyong. 
Many thanks to Phi l Dean, 
P n v o F Oira 11 P n v p - H o p k i n s 
Dave Knights, John McCloskey, 
U u n c u i i S u s i , i e i i y Ae 
and extra special thanks to 
Ian for putting up with us a l l , 
and G i l l , who did all the work 
before she went away. 

INVITATION 

Lady F'owers, assisted by members of the IC Wives Club, 
welcomes students to a free B E E R 'N ' B A N G E R S nosh-up 
at 170 Queen's Gate, on Thurs. 6th May . from 5.30-7.00pm 
Names, please, to Jen. Union uiiice. by not later than 
Wednesday, 5th May lunchtime. A L L WELCOME! F R E E ! 

I.C S U N D A Y SESSIONS: 

G A L A N I G H T 

O F J A Z Z 

3 G R E A T J A Z Z B A N D S 

Sunday 2nd May. 7p.m. 

Guest Musicians Welcome. 

Lower Union Lounge Bar. 

Admission Free. 

PROfr BREMSSTRAHLUNG 

Quark' Have 
you seen rny 
baa-Lightniri3 

anywhere0 j\ 

http://than48.su


R e b e c c a Abbot t O l i v i a L a w s o n - T a n c r e d 

Above; H i l a r y Greenaway 

Below; F i o n a F o l e y 

w i n s w i t h 

C L O T H E S designed by students 
at RCA's School of Fashion Design 
were paraded in a fashion show 
held in the Rector's flat just before 
the end of last term. The proceeds 
were donated to the Day Nursery. 

Four female students from I C -
Olivia Lawson-Tancred, Rebecca 

Abbott, Fiona Foley and Hilary 
Greenaway-took part in the show 
organised by IC Wives Club. Heather 
Boxer, sister-in-law to Dr. Schroter 
of the Physiological F l o w U n i t , 
also took part. Make up was done 
by the RCA students. 

Photographs by Nev i l le Mi les 
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Closed sessions and 
the student press 
FOLLOWING T H E decision, taken in the first session of 
conference, that Finance Committee Report on NUS Services 
(Travel, Marketing and Endsleigh) should not be held in 
closed session, a constitutional amendment allowing 
Student Press into closed sessions was carried over
whelmingly. The opposition to this move was, not unjustifiably 
due to inaccurate reports of the NUS Travel financial 
situation (in the main) which many Executive members and 
others considered irresponsible. No doubt, since first hand 
information will be available in the future, the accuracy of 
such articles will improve. 

Some felt that the Student Press were a dispensible 
luxury; delegates should report back to their SRC's / U G M ' s , 
and all the Student Press can do is cut the ground from 
under their feet. But, on the whole, it was realised that the 
Student Press has a valuable role to play in relaying, 
accurately, information that the Nationals would rather 
ignore or distort. Since our readership is higher than the 
attendances at UGM's , etc, we are obviously in a good 
position to bridge that "communication gap" . 

It must be remembered, however, that the representatives 
of the Student Press at conference are not elected; they are 
not delegates fallowing mandates. Nor must they, in any 
way whatsoever, be allowed to interfere in the running of 
conference. They are, in the strictest sense, observers, but 
as such must be allowed to observe the proceedings in their 
entirity. 

But the new ruling does mean that the current arrangements 
for Student Press representatives are totally unacceptable; 
the security element at present is zero, and, although 

Press badges were issued, no credentials were ever checked 
Obviously an unsatisfactory state of affairs if we are to 
be allowed to view the deepest and darkest secrets of the 
Union. 

The Tory challenge 
T H E A N T I C I P A T E D , and much publicised, Tory challenge 
of the Federation of Conservative Students (FCS) seemed to 
fizzle out immediately after the Presidential Election, when 
their candidate was beaten into third place.They, effectively, 
held the balance of power between the Broad Left (Labour 
Party and Communist Party alliance) and the more extreme 
left wing (the IMG, IS, etc.) with a transfer of about 85 votes 
going consisiantl) to the Broad Left candidates. Their 
strength has risen, however, since the Scarborough 
Conference when they had just over a dozen delegates. 
This has been reflected by the fact that they now have 
one executive member, Steve Moon, and means that their 
policies will have a platform at National level. Just how 
seriously the Broad Left are taking the F C S will be seen 
when Mr Moon receives his specific responsiblities. 

Their success/failure at the next conference will 
depend to a great extent on the policies expounded by Mr 
Moon, it will also require the F C S to put forward some 
committed and experienced leaders. It is quite obvious that 
the Broad Left had been opposed to a Tory on the executive, 
they could, by putting forward stronger candidates for the 
lower positions, have prevented it. Of course, if they had 
no stronger candidates to provide the back-up, they couldn't 
prevent the F C S getting at least one seat if they had 
wanted to. The fact that David Willis was narrowly (by 7 
votes) defeated by the Broad Left candidate would indicate 
the latter being the case. 

PRIZE CROSSWORD No. 33 
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A c r o s s 

I. S im i l a r purpose to 
' In t roduc t ion ' in text books 
8. See 31 a c r o s s 
I I . M u s i c a l short c i t y 

12. C a l l back 
13. Not qu i te i nsane , just 
empty 
14. Drol 
1 5. A n obscure unc le 
16. . H i d y - h o l e for noogaes 

17. A c h a i n of 5 l i nks g i v e s 
he 31 author 
18. Ro ta t ing bread 
19. Go away impo l i te ly w i th 
17 g i v e s way 
22 . G i v e s back knowledge 
24. Charged pa r t i c l e 
25 . Hal f of a ket t le 
26 . Shari f 
27 . Nock as in a r r o w s 
29. Subt rac t? 
30 . Is that? 
3 1 . The u l t imate in a e s t h e t i c s ? 
32 . Great score to s m e l l maker 

Down 

1. I f lap e y e , so get ba l l cure 
and c rushed f ingers 
2 . C a t c h hawks n o s t r i l s 
3 . A c o m p u t e r f irm 
5. G l a s s s l a b learner g i v e s jury 
6. A M L 
7. Of Fae ry author? 
8. Naked h o u s e l e a d e r ? 
9 . Unf ledged hawk 
10. ie . greens g ive one great 
ac t i v i t y 
1 5. 7 down g u e s s 
16. Imperat ive loop to IBM 
20. On top of (oh, what a g ive 
away!) 
2 1 . Involved in Be i t Quad ing 
(The appropr iate letter was 
n i cked from Un ion f i l e s to 
protect the guiI ty) 
22. It 's a g a s . na tu ra l l y , b u t 
up ish 
23. Same as above 
28. T h e d e f i n i t e a r t i c l e ( o h , w h a t 
a g i ve away ' ) 
29. Dega 

T h e pr ize of £ 1 wi l l be given 
to the first correct solut ion 
drawn out of the Ed i to r ' s 
Hat at noon next Wednesday 
5th May. T h e E d i t o r ' s 
d e c i s i o n wi l l be f ina l . 

ICU DIARY 
T O A L L O F F I C I A L S of 
ICU c l u b s and s o c i e t i e s : 
If you have regular meet ings 
or any s p e c i a l even ts 
a l r e a d y p lanned for the 
1976/77 s e s s i o n , why not 
p u b l i c i s e them in the ICU 
Pocke t D ia ry wh ich is now 
being p r e p a r e d for next 
year . 

In fac t , A N Y c o l l e g e 
member wi th informat ion 
su i t ab le for i n c l u s i o n in a 
d iary for ICU members i s 
we lcome to submit it to the 

D ia ry E d i t o r , 
P u b l i c a t i o n s B o a r d , 
ICU O f f i c e . 

SOCIAL COLOURS 

Anyone can nominate any 
member of the College. 
All nominations with 
WRITTEN reasons to 
John Downs, IC Union 
Office by Monday 10th 
May, 1976. 
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Clarke and Slipman in, Lanning out 

Broad Left landslide 
Tory on Executive - first for 10 years 

T H E NEW E X E C U T I V E of the 
NUS has 12 out of 15 members of 
the Broad Left; two are Inter
national Socialists, and, for the 
first time in ten years, a Tory has 
been elected. 

F C S T R A N S F E R 

T h e vo t ing pattern at L l andudno was 
qui te c l e a r : the B r o a d L e f t c o u l d 
command 300 v o t e s , the F e d e r a t i o n of 
C o n s e r v a t i v e Students about 90 , and 
the remainder went to the ul t ra- le f t 
g roups. The F C S transferred c o n s i s t e n t l y 
to the Broad L e f t , g i v i n g them the 
n e c e s s a r y major i ty in a l l the top e ight 
p o s i t i o n s on the E x e c u t i v e . 

C h a r l e s C l a r k e , l as t yea r ' s P r e s i d e n t , 
beat Hugh L a n n i n g ( ret i r ing Na t i ona l 
T reasure r ) by the 80 or so v o t e s 
t ransferred from Mark Hapgood , the 
F C S cand ida te (who came th i rd) , and 
in the same w a y , Sue Sl ipman w a s 
re -e lec ted to her post of Na t i ona l 
Sec re ta ry . P e r h a p s the greatest shock , 

Hugh Lanning 

though, was when Hugh L a n n i n g 
(Independant S o c i a l i s t ) was beaten by 
C h r i s Morgan in the e l e c t i o n for Na t i ona l 
T reasure r ; Hugh commands qui te a 
large pe rsona l vo te , and it has been 
four years s i n c e an incumbent o f f i ce r 

h a s . been de fea ted i n an e l e c t i o n . 
Pe te A s h b y w a s e l e c t e d Depu ty P r e s i d e n t 
the way made c l e a r by A l i s t a i r S tewar t ' s 
ret i rement from student p o l i t i c s . 

T O R Y S P O K E S M A N 

Trevor P h i l l i p s , J e z L l o y d , P e n n y 
Cooper and Dave Aa ronov i t ch are the 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s . Stephen Moon , the 
o n l y s u c c e s s f u l F C S cand ida te , i s 
go ing to have a hard j ob on the 
E x e c u t i v e ; he i s n o t o n l y the " s p o k e s m a n " 
for the T o r i e s , but i s , i n the eyes o f 
many, the c u s t o d i a n of the C o n s e r v a t i v e 
P r i n c i p l e . How w e l l the F C S do i n the 
next e l e c t i o n w i l l depend to a large 
extent o n t t i s per formance. 

The f u l l E x e c u t i v e for 1 9 7 6 - 7 i s 
C h a r l e s C l a r k e (P res iden t ) , P e t e 
A s h b y (Deputy P r e s i d e n t ) , Sue S l i pman 
(Na t iona l Secre ta ry ) , C h r i s Morgan 
(Na t i ona l T reasu re r ) , T revo r P h i l i p s 
( V P A r e a s ) , J e x L l o y d ( V P Welfare) , 
P e n n y Coope r ( V P E d u c a t i o n ) , D a v e 
A a r o n o v i t c h ( V P S e r v i c e s ) , K a y C o p p -
B r w o n , Andy Du rgan , P a u l P e r k i n s , 
P a u l B l o m f i e l d , Harry D e a n , Stephen 
Moon, and Graham T h r e l f a l l . 

C O N F E R E N C E C O N C I S E L Y . . . 
STUDENT PRESS are to be allowed into closed 
sessions at future conferences. 
T H E GRANTS CLAIM is now £1140 for all 
students (£1250 in London), with no means test or 
discriminatory awards. 
NUS T R A V E L is on the road to recovery, with 
a breakeven expected this year. 
EDUCATION requires a new approach and deep 
analysis. 

OVERSEAS STUDENTS are not to be left on their 
own, but we can't do it all for them. 
A CONSTITUTION WORKING P A R T Y has been 
ruled out by Conference. 
E E C AFFAIRS need more publicity in the CO's, 
as does the whole of International work. 
SABBATICAL SALARIES are to be linked to the 
current grants claim. 
FASCISM and RACISM have been denounced and 
its total opposition has been reaffirmed. 

Graduates face dole queue 
ONE IN E V E R Y seven students leaving 
college this summer will "have no chance 
of getting jobs before Christmas, and a 
substantial part of those will stay on the 
dole queues for far longer", claimed 
Charles Clarke, NUS President, in his 
opening address to the conference. 
School students were, however, in an 
even worse position. 

" I n the cu ts w h i c h we are to ld are 
so n e c e s s a r y , the p ro jec ted number of 
s tudents in h ighe r educa t ion has been 
cu tback to 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 " , he s a i d . 

A t the same t ime, the number o f 
s c h o o l l eave rs was s tead i l y i n c r e a s i n g 
and th i s t rend wou ld con t inue into the 

1980 ' s , s a i d Mr C l a r k e . 
The Government p o l i c i e s w h i c h gave 

r i se to th is s i t ua t i on and w h i c h repre
sen ted a concer ted economic s t ra tegy 
were not be ing a c c e p t e d l y i n g down. 
T h e f ight to change these p o l i c i e s , and 
th is e c o n o m i c s t ra tegy, was one to 
wh ich the who le of the student movement 
must be commi t ted , Mr C l a r k e s a i d , 
" T h e ques t ion at stake i s whether we 
c a n change the course o f s o c i e t y ? " 

In order to do t h i s , s a i d Mr C l a r k e , 
the N U S " m u s t put forward an a l te rna t i ve 
e c o n o m i c so lu t i on and w i n to i t s s i de 
the student body. If we do not s u c c e e d 
in that we condemn o u r s e l v e s to 

p o l i t i c a l i m p o t e n c e . " 
C o n t i n u i n g h i s at tack on the Gove rn 

ment, Mr C l a r k e a c c u s e d them of 
sp read ing , through conven t i ona l p o l i t i c a l 
l i f e , c y n i c i s m among the membersh ip of 
the na t iona l u n i o n . C y n i c i s m had become 
the p o l i t i c a l wa tchword , as the L a b o u r 
Government had become the government 
o f the E s t a b l i s h m e n t , he s a i d . 

It was the duty of the N U S to break 
down th is c y n i c i s m and to overcome the 
r e j e c t i o n of p o l i t i c a l l i f e that e x i s t e d 
among many members of the U n i o n . " A l l 
students must recogn i se that the d e c i s i o n s 
of government matter to us a l l " , Mr 
C l a r k e s a i d . 



Bucharest delegation censured 
C H A R L E S C L A R K E , Alastair Stewart 
and Trevor Phil l ips came in for heavy 
criticism over their conduct at the 13th 
European meeting of national unions of 
students held in Bucharest last December. 
The conference felt that all three had 
acted inappropriately by not adequately 
representing NUS policy on topics 
discussed at the meeting. 

Delegates were also displeased 
with the signing of the final communique 
issued at the end of the meeting. It was 
felt that the delegation had followed to 
much of a pro-Soviet line during the 
meeting. 

Charles Clarke (top) and Chris Morgan 

A l l three were censured and the 
report of the meeting which included the 
offending communique rejected by the 
conference. Charles Clarke was also 
censured for not making available, before 
the conference began, the text of the 
communique as he had promised at the 
Universities Pol icy Conference. The 
motion of censure on Mr Clarke was 
moved by Mr Peter Teague, ICU 
President. 

The section of the communique which 
angered delegates most dealt with 
women. The communique stresses 
"that due to continuance of a capitalist 
order in many European countries, 
women remained totally oppressed and 
were denied equal rights in education 
and many other fields of endeavour." 

• "Inadequate sex education, con
traception and abortion facilities means 
that much hardship and pain was caused 
to women in the capitalist countries. 
Their position as sex objects in society 
was accentuated by these inadequacies", 
the communique continued. 

The s o c i a l i s t countries, the 
communique claimed, were way ahead 
of western European countries in 
establishing equal rights for women. 
However, it was noted by some delegates 
that in Romania, the host country, 
abortion was i l legal. 

The conference rubbed salt into the 
wound by deciding to elect the next 
delegation from itself despite determined 
opposition from the Executive. 

N O C U T S " D E M A N D 
IN POSSIBLY the most comprehensive 
of all policy motions passed at this 
conference, total opposition to all 
forms of cuts in Public spending was 
reaffirmed. The Government's economic 
policy, which is leading to a reduction 
in Social Services and Education 
expenditure, was deplored and criticised 
throughout the nine page document 
dealing with "Grants and C u t s " . 

The case of 16—19 year olds, for 
whom education in the form of day — 
release courses had been promised by 
the Government, was specifically 
mentioned. Large cut-backs in F E ' s and 
Tech's are expected; and policy is 
now that we should press for compulsory 
(and fully paid) day-release education 
for youths who left school at sixteen. 

It was felt that on this, as other 
topics, we should liaise more closely 
with Trades Unions, in the belief that 
cuts affect not just students but the 
whole of the community. Indeed, the 
same view was expressed concerning 
the rise in the pupil-teacher ratio. in 
most, if not a l l , schools; especially 
since, at the same time, trained teachers 
are finding it impossible to get employ
ment as such, and the training colleges 
themselves are reducing their intake. 
Conference resolved that the Government 
must "come to terms with the demand 
and need for Education." 

Whilst no single point in the grants 
campaign was prioritized (many felt that 
they should be); the abolition of the 
means test and the discontinuation of 
discretionary awards received most 

attention. The Anderson Report of 16 
years ago called for an end to the means 
test, but there was still little progress 
in this area. It was claimed, that this 
caused hardship to students whose 
parents cannot, or choose not to, pay 
their "contribution". It was also 
stated that the main-rate grant claim 
has always taken precedence over the 
other, equally important aspects of the 
campaign; the Press were criticised 
for heightening this differential \w 
ignoring the parts not considered 
newsworthy. A l l the same, the motion 
says, "the main rate is abysmal . . . 
anything less than the main rate is 
totally unacceptable" — quite clearly a 
request for a higher grant, of £1140, 
with no deductions or exceptions. 

Eighteen candidates put themselves 
forward for the three posts that were 
available. Of these, Mr Peter Ashby, 
Deputy President elect (Broad Left), Mr 
Andy Durgin, executive member 
(International Socialist) and Mr Tony 
Fekete, Edinburgh University (Con
servative) were elected. 

The conference further gave vent to 
its disapproval over the international 
section of the Union's work by censuring 
Chris Morgan, Treasurer elect. Mr Morgan,! 
was censured for not doing enough work 
on the Southern Africa mandate. No 
direction had been forthcoming from the 
NUS Executive to COS to campaign on 
this issue it was said. 

What was seen as a Broad Left ploy 
to limit debate on the international work 
of the Union was defeated when the 
conference decided to extend time for the 
debate well into the time alloted for 
lunch. This came about when the guest 
speaker from the Chilean NUS, Mr 
Alejandro Rojas, was allowed to speak 
for nearly 45 minutes — well over his 
alloted time — this taking the morning 
session right up to lunch. 

Pete Ashby 
In his speech, Mr Rojas praised the 

solidarity work of the NUS in support 
of the repressed Chilean students. 

"Every democratic achievement achieved 
during Allende's government had been 
destroyed by the present fascist junta, 
Mr Rojas said. He called for a day of 
mass action on May 8th to protest against 
the imprisonment of students and at the 
loss of university autonomy in Chi le. 

Conference comments 
Jackie Webber: "No conference, you 
can't suspend the constitution." 
Pete Ashley: "The pattern of Tories 
transfering their votes to Broad Left 
candidates after the first ballot must be 
seen as a recognition of the Broad 
Left 's remarkable competence." 
Elections Committee: "There were so 
many spoilt papers, Mr Chairman, that 
the candidate "Rubbish" nearly won 
this e lect ion." 
(VP Welfare) 
Stewart Mcintosh: "Am I correct in my 
assessment of your parts?" (to delegate 
requesting a vote to be taken in said 

manner) 

Charles Clarke: "I do intend to be 
r igid." (on interpretation of standing 
orders) 
AI Stewart: "The ultra-left is to the 
right of the Broad Lef t . " 
A l Stewart: "I have developed a taste 
for the jugular veins of Trots ." 
A l Stewart: The SRP are not a political 
group: they are an insult to all other 
groups on the floor of conference." 
Charles Clarke: "I really must apologise 
for my voice . ' ' 
S Mcintosh: "Sir , I think you are trying 
to drill a hole into a piece of wood that 
nobody has got." 
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NUS Travel-the hardest road back 
NUS T R A V E L will break even t h i s 
year, and is in a good position to recoup 

. its £'4 million deficit over the next four 
years. This was the message from Mr. 
Mike Naylor, Managing Director of N U S 
Travel Services L td , at this year's 
Llandudno Conference. 

In a b r i e f i n g , he exp la i ned that the 
f igure o f £250,000 w a s g r o s s l y i n f l a ted 
by the way i n w h i c h the accoun t i ng 
procedure had been a l te red —the J a n u a r y / 
December f i n a n c i a l year was changed to 
M a y / M a y — to make reports to Con fe rence 
more accura te and up to da te . T h i s 
i t se l f was l o s s m a k i n g , due to i n e f f i e n c i e s , 
m i s t a k e s , and the fac t that a la rge ou t lay 
was requ i red to move headquar ters 
from L o n d o n to Che l tenham Spa . 

S A T A f l igh t r e c o r d s 

out by £ 9 0 , 0 0 0 
B u t the wors t l o s s , he po in ted out , 

was the d i s c r e p a n c y amount ing to some 
£90,000 be tween thei r record of f l igh t 
book ings and those h e l d by S A T A , the 
in te rna t iona l student f l igh t admin is t ra to rs . 
S ince th is was brought to l i gh t , fort
n igh t l y c h e c k s have been made, and a l l 
the s ta f f h a n d l i n g the T E L E X book ing 
equipment have been ret ra ined and 
t e s t e d . T h i s has brought the p rev ious 
error rate of 3% (cos t i ng about £12,000 
l a s t year) .down to l e s s than 0.6% for 
January and Feb rua ry o f th is year , 

N U S T S streamlined 
In f ac t , the who le company has been 

cu t b a c k and tr immed unt i l on ly the 
e s s e n t i a l s remain 40 of the p rev ious 
60 f l i gh t s and t ra in routes have been 
d ropped , l e a v i n g jus t the most popular 
l i n e s s t i l l runn ing , and as a resu l t , a 
p o s s i b l e further £80,000 l o s s h a s been 
into a breakdown s i t ua t i on for t h i s 
year . Un fo r tuna te ly , the cu tbacks meant 
that 8 peop le were no longer emp loyab le ; 
the redundanc ies c a u s e d an angry f l a re -
up at C o n f e r e n c e , but, on the who le , i t 
was r e a l i s e d that the c h o i c e w a s o f 
some redundanc ies or more redundanc ies 
and p o s s i b l e bankrup tcy . ' 

F a i r p l a y 

N U S T S has an ever i n c r e a s i n g share 
of the student market , and Mr . Nayldr , 
i s con f i den t that , g i ven fa i r p l a y , t h i s 
summer w i l l r e a l i s e a prof i t o f over 
£280,000 - w h i c h , a l l o w i n g £200,000 to 
cover the winter " s l u m p " , w i l l make up 
the on-go ing d e f i c i t of i>A m i l l i o n 
w i t h i n four y e a r s i f c o n t i n u e d . 

On the sub jec t of fa i r p l a y , he 
po in ted out that some fore ign s tuden ts ' 
t r ave l s e r v i c e s are operat ing (quite 
u n e t h i c a l l y , i n h i s op in ion) w i t h i n the 
U K , s e l l i n g (and get t ing c o m m i s s i o n on) 
some of N U S T S ' s own f l i g h t s . H e a s k e d 
a l l s tudents to no t i ce that these 
p r a c t i c e s were going on and c a l l e d on 
a l l s tudents to boycot t these c o m p a n i e s . 
Other compet i to rs ( s p e c i f i c a l l y , 
T r a n s a l p i n e ) , he s a i d , were "no longer 
so much cheaper than ourselves". In a 
recent c h e c k , of the E a s t e r brochure, 
NUSTS were cheaper on some routes by 
up to 20%.' T h i s i s due to the 
in te rna t iona l coopera t ion of some 
E u r o p e a n S tuden ts ' T r a v e l S e r v i c e s i n 
bu l k -buy i ng t ra in s p a c e , and c o u l d 
b r ing p r i c e s even lower if demand was 
su f f i c i en t . 

" S e t O f f " agreement 

Mr. N a y l o r a l s o exp la i ned the " S e t O f f " 
agreement w i t h the bank; i t does not 
mean that the bank c a n c o n f i s c a t e funds 
o f the N a t i o n a l U n i o n . What i t does 
mean i s that , in the event of any of the 
N U S S e r v i c e s go ing bankrupt, and at the 
same time hav ing an overdraf t a t the 
bank , the bank has the r ight to take the 
amount of that overdraf t from any of the 
other accoun t s in c red i t : th i s wou ld then 
be r e c l a i m e d from the rece ive r put i n 
charge of the c a s e . In return, for the 
purposes of c a l c u l a t i n g overdraft 
i n te res t c h a r g e s , the accoun ts are 
s imp l y t reated a s one , and so the 
amount p a i d i s cons ide rab l y l e s s , as 
most of the accoun ts are i n c red i t for 
the pe r iod when N U S T S i s i n overdraf t . 

N U S Marketing-
beer's the latest 
thing 

N U S M a r k e t i n g , set up in Janua ry , i s 
b ranch ing out in to the f i e l d of beer : i t 
has arranged w i t h the Y o r k s h i r e brewery 
T h e a k s t o n , to supp l y thei r beers to 
U n i o n B a r s throughout the coun t ry . We 
were g i ven a c h a n c e to sample the 
wares at the N U S S e r v i c e s D i s c o , 
where the O l d P e c u l i e r ( T h e a k s t o n ' s 
Strong A l e ) f l owed f r ee l y : i t i s indeed a 
brew worth s a m p l i n g , and I look forward 
to the p o s s i b i l i t y o f h a v i n g i t i n our 
U n i o n . 

T h e y a l s o have w i n e , T - s h i r t s , 
c a l c u l a t o r s , and a who le store of other 
l i n e s — a l l of w h i c h are s e l l i n g w e l l 
and p rov ing the need for the compan ies 
e x i s t e n c e . 

Endsleigh-6-month 
policy hit with 
student 

E n d s l e i g h I n s u r a n c e ' s new 6-month 
p o l i c y , underwr i t ten by the F e d e r a t i o n 
Mutua l Insurance L i m i t e d , may not be 
the c h e a p e s t on the market , but the 
company f e e l s that the e a s e w i t h w h i c h 
the sys tem opera tes w i l l i n time br ing 
the ove rheads , and h e n c e the premiums, 
down to a much lower l e v e l . T h e y say 
that the reduced paperwork i n v o l v e d , 
the s i m p l i c i t y of the p r i c i n g s y s t e m , 
and the c ompe t i t i v eness of the scheme 
are a t t rac t ing 600 students a week. 
L a s t y e a r ' s l o s s (the f i r s t recorded for 
many yea rs ) does not appear to be 
repea t ing th i s yea r : the f i gu res so far 
i nd i ca te that there w i l l be a trading 
prof i t o f some £70,000. 

Solidarity with overseas students 
A R E S O L U T I O N condeming the a t t acks 
on o v e r s e a s students a s r a s c i s t a n d 
" c a l c u l a t e d to d i v i d e and weaken the 
who le student body in i t s oppos i t i on to 
the educa t iona l c u t b a c k s " was over 
whe lm ing l y ca r r i ed w i th on ly two v o t e s 
a g a i n s t . T h e s e a t t a c k s , the reso lu t i on 
s a i d , were " o n l y a percursor to a t tacks 
on the en t i re student b o d y . " 

The reso lu t i on a l s o re jec ted the 
" m y t h s and l i e s spread about o v e r s e a s 
s t u d e n t s " , i n the p r e s s . It noted the 
defeat of the I L E A p roposa l to cu t b a c k 
the number of o v e r s e a s students i n I L E A 
c o l l e g e s by 60% and the agreement 
s i g n e d by L S O (London Student 
Organ i sa t i on ) and the Inner L o n d o n 
D i v i s i o n o f N A T H E (Na t i ona l A s s o c i a t i o n 
o f T e a c h e r s i n H ighe r Educa t i on ) 
oppos ing these and any such p r o p o s a l s . 

T h e reso lu t i on i t s e l f was moved by 
Mr A T u k e r , a T u r k i s h student at the 
C i t y U n i v e r s i t y . B y the implementa t ion 
o f i m p e r i a l i s t p o l i c i e s o v e r s e a s , 

s tuden ts had been depr i ved o f the r ight 
to educa t i on i n thei r own coun t r i es , he 
s a i d . "Wi thou t the support of B r i t i s h 
s t u d e n t s , o v e r s e a s s tudents cannot 
campa ign e f f ec t i ve l y aga ins t the fees 
i nc rease and v i c t i m i s a t i o n they f a c e d . " 
O v e r s e a s s tudents were not the vanguard 
of the an t i -d i sc r im ina t ion f ight — the 
f ight had to be a " s h o u l d e r to s h o u l d e r " 
one w i th B r i t i s h s tuden ts , he c o n c l u d e d . 

A Tro t amendment a t tack ing the N U S 
e x e c u t i v e for not showing any i n i t i a t i ve 
on the i s s u e of o v e r s e a s s tudents and 
d e s c r i b i n g N U S pub l i c i t y on the p l i gh t 
of o v e r s e a s students as " o f f e n s i v e and 
p a s s i v e " w a s d e c i s i v e l y de fea ted . 

T h e amendment that brought the 
conference to the b o i l , however , w a s 
that table by T A C T , the C o l l e g e o f 
Commerce and T e c h n o l o g y in H u l l . T h e 
T A C T speake rs were c o n s i s t e n t l y 
h e c k l e d and had cons ide rab le d i f f i c u l t y 
in pu t t ing a c r o s s the i r c a s e for B r i t i s h 
f i r s t . 

Trevor Phillips 

Mr N i c h o l a s F a i r b a i r n , mov ing the 
amendment, s a i d that the h igh s tandard 
of e d u c a t i o n i n th is count ry was a 
marketab le commodi ty w h i c h had been 

Continued on page 8 



Sabbatical salaries slashed 
F U L L T I M E O F F I C E R S ( F T O ' s ) o f the 
N U S execu t i ve are to have the i r s a l a r i e s 
l i n k e d to the grant c l a i m . T h e y w i l l now 
r e c e i v e a net sa la ry o f 52 /30 ths of what 
the U n i o n c o n s i d e r s i s a fa i r grant. 
O f f i c e r s who p r e v i o u s l y r e c e i v e d £3,200 
p l u s £100 for each r e - e l e c t i o n w i l l now 
be on about £2 ,600. 

T h i s s i t ua t i on r a i s e s the p o s s i b i l i t y 
o f future con fe rences v o t i n g for s m a l l or 
zero i n c r e a s e i n the main rate grant 
c l a i m i f i t i s d e c i d e d that F T O ' s shou ld 
not r ece i ve a b i g pay i n c r e a s e . Howeve r 
th i s i s rather u n l i k e l y ; .thus i n t h i s 
" i n d e x - l i n k e d " type s i t u a t i o n , the F T O ' s 
seem to be g u a r a n t e e d annua l s a l a r y 
i n c r e a s e s in future. P r e v i o u s l y , F T O ' s 
had to negot iate for pay i n c r e a s e s and 
th is year had agreed not to rece i ve an 
i n c r e a s e , i n v i e w of the U n i o n ' s f i nan 
c i a l s i t u a t i o n . 

T h e cons t i t u t i on debate w a s , however , 
more concerned w i th the d i rec t e l e c t i o n 
of the e x e c u t i v e by na t iona l sec re t b a l l o t . 
B u t once a g a i n , d i rec t e l e c t i o n s were 
d e c i s i v e l y re jec ted by the con fe rence . 
T h e reso lu t i on , w h i c h was even tua l l y 
ca r r i ed by a two- th i rds major i ty . condemns 
d i rec t e l e c t i o n o f the e x e c u t i v e as 
undes i r ab le , e x p e n s i v e , i m p r a c t i c a l , 
and l i a b l e to l ead to bureaucracy and 
c a r e e r i s m . 

T w o major amendments were put to 
the ma in m o t i o n ,one backed by the 
C o n s e r v a t i v e s and the other by the 
u l t r a l e f t . 

Mr . Steve M o o n , e x e c u t i v e member, in 
moving the C o n s e r v a t i v e b a c k e d 
amendment, c a l l e d for a " c o l l , l o n g look 
at the c o n s t i t u t i o n " . T o do t h i s , the c o n 
ference shou ld e l e c t a work ing party of 
ten b \ S T V to " i n v e s t i g a t e the f e a s i b i l i t y 
o f the d i rec t e l e c t i o n o f the N U S e x e c -
C o n tinued from p.7 
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abused i n ce r ta i n c a s e s . " O v e r s e a s 
s tudents are here by i nv i t a t i on and 
shou ld accep t the d e c i s i o n s o f a 
democ ra t i ca l l y e l e c t e d gove rnmen t , " 
Mr F a i r b a i r n s a i d . " I t w a s up to e a c h 
government to ensure the post s c h o o l 
educa t i on o f i t s own n a t i o n a l s , he a d d e d . 

R e p l y i n g to t h i s , a de lega te from 
Por tsmouth P o l y t e c h n i c s a i d the N U S 
had a commitment to the a i m that educa t i on 
i s a r ight . "Who i nv i t ed the b loody B r i t i s h 
impe r i a l i s t s into h a l f the word a n y w a y ? * , 
he a s k e d . 

A t th i s po in t the debate became a 
heated and severe condemnat ion o f 
f a s c i s m w i th • Ms V a l e r i e C o u l t a s 
l e a d i n g the a t t ack . She a c c u s e d the 
B r o a d L e f t o f b a c k i n g down on the 
ques t i on o f o p p o s i n g f a s c i s m by any 
means in the face of the campa igned 

waged by the bourgeo ise p r e s s . 
The amendment was e v e n more 

d e c i s i v e l y de feated than the f i rs t o n e . 
T h e rema in ing amendments were a l s o 

de fea ted . Mr T revo r P h i l l i p s summing up 
on the main mot ion s a i d he d i d not 
want to see o v e r s e a s s tudents s o l d 
down the d r a i n . " T h e Government i s 
u s i n g o v e r s e a s s tudents as s c a p e g o a t s . 
T h e on l y way to f ight th i s i s to preserve 
un i ty w i th o v e r s e a s s tuden ts . If we 
lose th i s f igh t , then I th ink we have los t 
the whole f ight aga ins t c u t s " , he warned . 

The m o t i o n . c a l l s fo r o rgan i sed 
a c t i o n i n c l u d i n g p i c k e t i n g , l o b b y i n g and 
proper l y co -o rd ina ted d i s rup t i ons of 
meet ings d i s c u s s i n g the fees and number 
of o v e r s e a s s tudents " w h e r e th is c a n 
in f luence those d e c i s i o n s i n favour of 
o v e r s e a s s t u d e n t s " . 

u t i ve and r e p o r t on the a l t e rna t i ves 
i n v o l v e d . " 

Mr . P e t e r Teague , I C U P r e s i d e n t , 
suppor t ing the amendment ,sa id t h a t a 
look at the representa t ive nature of N U S 
was requ i red . 'I hope we won ' t see Mr. 
Stewar t s p e a k i n g on th is mot ion and make 
unrepresen ta t i ve s ta tements about the 
undemocra t i c E l e c t o r a l Reform S o c i e t y , " 
he a d d e d . H e w a s la te r to be d i s a p 
po in ted i n h i s w i s h . 

C h r i s Morgan , N a t i o n a l T reasu re r , 
o p p o s i n g the amendment, s a i d that it 
p roposed d i s u n i t y a t a t ime when a 
f igh t ing N U S w a s needed to c o m b a t 
e d u c a t i o n a l cu tbacks and an in iqu i tous 
grants s y s t e m . The amendment w a s h e a v i l y 
de fea ted by 332810 vo tes to 110 516 
w i t h 50 874 abs ten t ions - a major i ty of 

Pete Teague 

3 to 1. 
The second amendment, backed by 

the u l t ra le f t , supported the main r eso lu 
t ion in re jec t ing d i rec t e l e c t i o n s . Ins tead 
it c a l l e d for the e l e c t i o n by S T V o f the 
bottom e l e v e n members of the N U S e x e c . 
T h e amendment was thrown out by a 
major i ty of 2 to 1. 

A n amendment mandat ing the N U S 
e x e c u t i v e to a l l o w the c o l l e g e s of Ox fo rd 
and Cambr idge to use the Con fe rence 
Subs idy F u n d was defeated by a subs 
tan t ia l ma jor i ty . Dur ing the debate , the 
Merton C o l l e g e de legate ( mov ing the 
amendment ) desc r i bed the e x e c u t i v e as 
f a s c i s t s . 

It w a s reso l ved to ho ld compos i te 
mee t ings pr ior to the two N U S confer 
e n c e s to enab ie i n d i v i d u a l c o l l e g e s to 
get mandat ion on the f i na l draf ts of mot ions 
that appear before these c o n f e r e n c e s . 
T h e N U S ho lds two c o n f e r e n c e s a y e a r , 
one in the autumn and one at E a s t e r . 

The con ference a l s o d e c i d e d that, 
in fu ture, the student p ress wou ld be 
a d m i t t e d into the c l o s e d s e s s i o n s of 
con fe rence . The amendment w h i c h prop
o s e d th is move ins t ruc ts the N U S e x e c 
" t o fu l l y inform the student p r e s s o f 
major moves w i t h i n the campa ign ing and 
s e r v i c e a c t i v i t i e s of the U n i o n . " 

T h e N U S i s to ho ld a one- day c o n 
ference on the ques t i on of i ts structure 
and commun i ca t i ons . In a d d i t i o n , a 
survey i s be ing mounted to l ook into the 
way c o l l e g e s e l e c t the i r d e l e g a t e s . 

It w i l l now be p o s s i b l e for s tudents to 
f ind out who are the cand ida tes s tand ing 
for N U S execu t i ve p o s t s . T h i s f o l l o w s 
a recommendat ion in the main mot ion 
that cand ida tes man i fes tos shou ld be 
d i s t r i bu ted to c o l l e g e s at l eas t s i x w e e k s 
before con fe rence . 

Critical look at education 
system needed 
A M O T I O N c a l l i n g on the N U S to take a 
s e a r c h i n g and c r i t i c a l look into the 
educa t i on sys tem as a whole was 
unan imous ly agreed to by the con fe rence . 
T h e mot ion iden t i f i ed four fundamental 
i s s u e s a f f ec t i ng post schoo l educa t i on 
today v i z , the poor l e v e l of f i n a n c e , 
democ racy , content and structure of 
e d u c a t i o n . 

C e n t r a l v a l i d a t i o n of a l l further and 
higher educa t ion cou rses and compu lso ry 
part- t ime e d u c a t i o n for a l l workers 
between 16 and 19 are c a l l e d for. The 
lat ter c a l l was embodied in a s u c c e s s f u l 
amendment sponsored by the Par t T ime 
Students Na t i ona l Commi t tee . It was 
opposed by I C . 

Mr R i c k P a r k e r , I C Un ion A c a d e m i c 
A f f a i r s O f f i ce r , oppos ing the amendment 
s a i d he ob jec ted to the word ' c o m p u l s o r y ' . 
T h e amend, s a i d Mr P a r k e r , was " a 
rubb ishy amendmen t " . 

The mot ion advoca tes con t inuous 
a s s e s s m e n t in favour of compet i t i ve 
a s s e s s m e n t . T h e abo l i t i on of the lat ter 
shou ld be the long term a im of the 
N a t i o n a l U n i o n . E x a m i n a t i o n s , the 
reso lu t i on d e c l a r e s , " c a n res t r i c t 
educa t i ona l opportuni ty and c a n , 
therefore, be det r imenta l to the communi ty 
as w e l l as the p a r t i c i p a n t s . " E x a m i n a t i o n s 
on ly tes ted the cand ida tes ab i l i t y to 
a s s i m i l a t e in format ion . 

Rick Parker 
O n the ques t i on of cou rse content , 

the mot ion s a y s " A l l cou rses must be 
the sub jec t of c o n s u l t a t i o n be tween " 
s tuden ts , staf f and rep resen ta t i ves from 
subsequent f i e l d s of work; s tudents shou ld 
not be prov ided w i th ' t e rm ina l ' c o u r s e s 
wh ich become educat iona l , ' b l i n d a l l e y s ' 
was te fu l in t ime, effort and r e s o u r c e s . " 

Ind iv idua l c o l l e g e s are ins t ruc ted to 
form content commi t tees i n eve ry 
department w i th equa l representa t ion of 
s tudents academic and non-academic 
s ta f f . In a d d i t i o n , c o l l e g e s shou ld set 
depar tmenta l s ta f f -s tudent academic 
boards wh i ch wou ld be respons ib l e for , 
and take a l l d e c i s i o n s a f fec t i ng the 
depar tment . 

The mot ion a l s o commi ts the N U S to 
f igh t ing aga ins t " t h e i n c r e a s i n g con t ro l 
of educa t i on by b u s i n e s s and mi l i ta ry 
i n t e r e s t s . " 

Repor t s by 
P a u l Ekpenyong 
and Duncan S u s s . 

P i c t u r e s by 
Duncan S u s s 
& P h i l D e a n . 



M U X 

Theatre 
T h e Lyt te l ton Theatre 

IF T H E R E were one event that cou ld 
prevent me from beg inn ing my rev iew wi th 
a paean for R a l p h R i c h a r d s o n , Wendy -Hi I ler 
and Peggy Ashc ro f t in Ibsen 's John 
G a b r i e l d Borkmann, it cou ld only be the 
open ing of the new Na t i ona l Theat re 
b u i l d i n g s on the South Bank , eas t of 
Water loo br idge. 

It i s now 128 years s i n c e the wrang l ing 
over the se t t ing up of a theatre for the 
nat ion began. Among the s i t e s wh ich have , 
over the y e a r s , been earmarked for a 
Na t i ona l company i s that plot oppos i te the 
V i c t o r i a and A lbe r t Museum now occup ied 
by a we l l - known car h i re company. 

The new bu i l d i ng is magni f icent -
a lmos t overwhe lming ly s o , s i n c e it near ly 
takes over as the focus of at tent ion from 
the prime target of the p lay and i ts per
formance. I hope that th is is only a 
t rans ient e f fec t , for, a l though th is i s one 
of the very few new theatre bu i l d i ngs to 
open in Europe in recent years and p resen ts 
a rad i ca l new concept in theatre go ing to 
the p u b l i c , the ac to rs shou ld rea l l y be the 
cent ra l a t t rac t ion. 

The Na t i ona l Theatre h a s a l w a y s 
prov ided c o n c e s s i o n s to s tudents in the 
form of cheaper s e a t s for those w i l l i n g to 
queue ear ly on the day of the performance, 
but i ts new p o l i c y of seat book ing in the 
Ly t te l ton requ i res that you ar r ive ear ly at 
the theatre to s t ake your c l a i m to a 
par t i cu la r numbered sea t . Apar t from the 
10X3 £1 sea t s (half to be so ld in advance 

Terraced in! 
and hal f on the day of the performance from 
8.30 am) a l l s e a t s cos t £2.35, wh i ch pays 
for adm iss i on to the aud i tor ium. A premium 
of £2 w i l l secu re the seat of your c h o i c e , 
the remain ing sea t s are d is t r ibu ted to 
those wi th £2.35 t i c k e t s , not more than 
two hours before cur ta in -up . However there 
is plenty to do and see if you arr ive 
ea r l y . 

There are two buf fets , a restaurant and 
severa l bars , wh ich are a l l open in the 
dayt ime as appropr ia te . The cramped 
books ta l l of the O ld V i c days has become 
more s p a c i o u s and there a re , at present , 
two exh ib i t i ons of theat r ica l ob jec t s . On 
most even ings there are events beg inn ing 
around 6 .15 . T h e s e take the form of read ings 
or concer ts in the s p a c i o u s foyers or in a 
s p e c i a l room set a s i d e for the purpose . 

When the Na t i ona l Theat re project was 
being t ossed around by commit tees there 
was a general c o n s e n s u s that one audi t 
or ium wou ld not be enough. Y o u cannot 
have an audi tor ium ve rsa t i l e enough to 
hold Shakespeare — idea l l y on a thrust 
s tage — and more modern p l a y s wr i t ten, for 
the proscen ium a rch . So th is bu i l d ing ho lds 
three s tages .On ly the Ly t te l ton (proscenium) 
i s open so far - one of Pe te r H a l l ' s great 
s u c c e s s e s in that, in h i s own words , " H e 
got h i s foot in the d o o r " - the O l i v i e r 
(thrust) i s hope fu l l y to open ear ly in J u l y , 
w i th the C o t t e s l o e (a sma l l s tudio) coming 
la ter . T h e Grand O f f i c i a l Open ing by the 
Queen comes later s t i l l ; but for the t ime 

being the bu i l d i ng i s at las t l i v i n g . 
The a rch i t ec t , D e n y s L a s d u n , has 

done the nat ion proud, us ing shuttered 
conc re te to en fo rce a strong ve r t i ca l l ine 
i ns i de the f oye rs , w i th numerous l eve l s 
and b a l c o n i e s , from wh ich to observ ing 
the a r r i v ing a u d i e n c e s and the s p e c i a l 
even ts . Pe rhaps he has f a i l e d in respect 
that the Thames i s a lmost i n v i s i b l e from 
w i th in the bu i l d i ng for, a l though the 
w indows are there in p ro fus ion , mu l t i 
leve l te r rac ing , wh i ch w i l l c l e a r l y be w e l l 
o c c u p i e d on warm summer even ings , 
obscu res any v i e w s a c r o s s to Somerset 
H o u s e . 

The Ly t te l t on seems to jus t i fy the new 
t i cke t scheme s i n c e a l l the sea t s appear 
to have an equa l advan tage . There i s no 
f e e l i n g , at the back of the s t a l l s , of being 
tucked in under the c i r c l e , and there are 
a few long rows ins tead of the usua l 
tunnel in wh i ch the s tage seems a m i l l i on 
m i l e s from the back rows. In fact the 
Ly t te l ton sea t s twe lve more than the O ld 
V i c , in a great dea l more in t imacy . 

John Gab r i e l Borkmann is one of s i x 
p lays t ransferred to Ly t te l ton for an 
introductory s e a s o n . I d idn ' t s e e it at the 
O ld V i c but the larger Ly t te l ton s tage 
seems to make more of the c l aus t rophob i c 
in ter iors w i th large dark v o i d s on e i ther 
s i d e . S i r Ra lph and Da ine Wendy, wi th 
the i r i d i o s y n c r a t i c f idge t ing in par t i cu la r 
f i l l e d the theatre wi th the i r d i s t r e s s . A 
sp lend id performance in a sp lend id new 
theatre. 

Thomas Stevenson 

Music 
David Bowie - Station to Station ( R C A ) 

Excellent 
T H A T M A N B o w i e does it a g a i n . Not 
content w i th e x e r c i s i n g h i s super
s tar ta len ts in the f i lm genre, he has 
augmented h i s a l ready excel lent ca ta logue 
of a lbums wi th yet another v i ny l 
mas te rp i ece . 

H e depar ts from h i s usua l 
m u s i c a l trend and produces mus ic that is 
not e a s i l y c a t a g o r i s e d . However , t h i s 
does not in anyway detract from it. On 
the cont rary , ca tago r i s i ng i s made 
d i f f i cu l t by the i nd i v i dua l i t y e x p r e s s e d 
in the m u s i c . 

The a lbum features the hit s i n g l e 
"Golden Years" - a far super ior ve rs ion 
of w h i c h is on the a lbum. In fact , there 
i s n ' t a s i n g l e dud t rack on the who le 
album but one must s i ng le out "Word on 
Wing" and "Stay" as abso lu te B o w i e 
c l a s s i c s of the future. 

The former comb ines the remarkable 
v o i c e of B o w i e , the neat and t ight 
drumming of Denn i s D a v i s and the p iano 
p l a y i n g of R o y B i t t an to e x c e l l e n t e f fec t . 
The lat ter i s sure ly one of the best 
p i e c e s of contemporary funky- rock mus ic 
I have heard for some t ime. 

I have a l w a y s been somewhat reserved 
a s regards B o w i e ' s m u s i c , but wi thout 
h e s i t a t i o n , I can hear t i l y recommend 
th i s a lbum to y o u . 

Harry N i l s s o n - Sandman-(nCA) 

A N E N I G M A O F 
M E D I O C R I T Y 

T h i s a lbum is a comple te enigma as 
far as I am conce rned . It i s nei ther of 
anyth ing and when the f i r s t l ine of the 
l y r i c s to the f i rs t t rack on s i d e one is 
"Deep down in my soul I hate rock and 
roll" then a f ee l i ng of utter contempt 
beg ins to c reep in for the whole a lbum. 

A s my dear f r iend Lo rna pointed out, 
" I t doesn ' t have "Without You" on i t " 
and I wou ld agree wi th her in so far as 
there is no tune on th is v i ny l wh ich is 
of the ca l i b re of that s o n g . 

T h e on ly remotely decent song on the 
who le a lbum is "Pretty soon there'll be 
nothing left for everybody". The way 
th ings are go ing at the moment I'd agree . 

I must, however , not f i n i s h wi thout 
ment ion ing "The Flying Saucer Song". A 
rea l l y amusing song about two drunks 
hav ing a c o n v e r s a t i o n in a bar — the 
sort of conve rsa t i on that every drunk 
dreams of h a v i n g . It i s beau t i fu l l y put to 
mus ic wi th a great dea l of e f fec t . I can 
imagine peop le buy ing the a lbum just for 
th is song . A word of warn ing , however ; 
beware of end ing up as c rab d inner the 
same way N i l s o n seems to have done ! 

Pau l Ekpenyong 

Cinema 
T h e Slipper And T h e R o s e by Bryan' 

F o r b e s : starring Richard Chamberlain, 

Gemma Craven , Anette Crosb ie etc. 

T H E R E A R E on l y two th ings wrong wi th 
th is f i lm in my v i e w and t h e s e are that 
it i s produced by D a v i d F r o s t and the 
songs are wr i t ten by the Sherman brothers. 
However , o n c e I'd got ove r these two 
unsavoury f ac t s , the f i lm became, for me 
a thoroughly en te r ta in ing one. 

It over f lows w i th the B r i t i s h s ta rs , 
some of whom go in for t h i s type of f i lm 
and some who don ' t . R i c h a r d Chamber la in 
manages to h ide h i s d iscomfor t and 
st ruggle through, but the honours must go 
to Anne t te C r o s b i e a s the F a i r y Godmother. 

She p lays the t y p i c a l l y charming but 
res igned mother a l w a y s coming to the 
rescue w i th a s i g h . T h i s together w i th 
her i n s i s t e n c e to look ordinary i s in 
marked con t ras t to o n e ' s idea of a 
F a i r y godmother. 

Kenneth Moore as the Chamber la in 
and J u l i a n Orchard a s Montague, the 
P r i n c e ' s c o u s i n , are d e f i n i t e l y the 
b iggest pair of jokers in the f i lm except 
p o s s i b l y for the Dowager Queen (Ed i th 
E v a n s ) whose in te r jec t ions are a 
humorous treat. 

The f i lm is ove rp layed in parts a s in 
the s c e n e in the K i n g ' s Cour t but 
o therw ise moves at a fa i r l y b r i sk pace 
wi th romance and d i s a s t e r com ing through 
t i t for tat. 
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The 21st National Student Drama Festival 
F R I D A Y — T H E F L Y I N G S C O T S M A N does 
die 375 m i l e s to Ed inbu rgh in j u s t over 
f i ve hours — a m a z i n g . A s we c r o s s the 
border the h i l l s are sudden ly covered 
w i t h snow. A t Waver ley s ta t ion the 
temperature i s 1* C compared w i th the 
ba lmy 1 4 C C of K i n g s C r o s s . A l though no 
more snow f a l l s , the s lush i s s l ow to 
c l e a r from the pavements . 

The usua l c h a o s a t the F e s t i v a l 
C e n t r e ; " A r e you from the B B C ? We've 
changed your accommodat ion . How much 

money do y o u o w e u s ? " 
C h a r l e s Manowi tz ' s Palach opens the 

p r o c e e d i n g s . We a l l s i t w i t h i n a c i r c l e , 
w h i l s t the ac t i on takes p l a c e around us 
on four r a i s e d p la t fo rms, of ten s i m u l 
t aneous l y . T h e message i s in the form, 
that wha tever pe rsona l s a c r i f i c e s a man 
may make to e x p r e s s a want for f reedom, 
soc i e t y i s so con fused by the con t i nuous 
bombast from the m e d i a that h i s s ing le 
s m a l l v o i c e i s l o s t i n a s e a o f a d v e r t i s i n g 
s l o g a n s . D o you remember J a n P a l a c h ' s 
se l f - immo la t i on i n W e n c e l e s l a s Square , 
P r a g u e , in 1968? T o some extent i t i s the 
cond i t i on i ng that we rece i ve from news
papers and t e l e v i s i o n to the news that 
they present that d u l l s the sharp edges 
o f our memory. 

S A T U R D A Y - A f te r l a s t n igh t ' s 
Marow i t z p l a y , the man h i m s e l f . H e 
seems to set h i m s e l f up as the e s t a b l i s h 
ment f igure of exper imenta l theat re , 
a t t a c k i n g every th ing i n s igh t . " W h a t a 
s p e c t a c u l a r lack of imag ina t ion the 
N a t i o n a l Thea t re h a s . Why i s so much 
theatre c e n t r a l i s e d in London? H o w 
much the A r t s C o u n c i l Drama P a n e l i s 
i n a state of j obs for the b o y s and 
d o l i n g out enotmous sums o f money to 
large cha r i sma t i c o rgan isa t ions l i k e the 
R S C and N T . " A t l a s t the s tudents get 
thei r teeth in to h i m : " W h y i s your Open 
Space Thea t re in cent ra l L o n d o n , Mr 
M a r o w i t z ? " " B e c a u s e l need the c r i t i c i s m 
and the atmosphere that be ing in L o n d o n 
g i v e s m e " ! 

A ten minute wa lk down the R o y a l 
M i l e b r i ngs u s to the cosy Netherbow 
Thea t re , where the C e n t r a l Schoo l of 
A r t and D e s i g n have got together what I 
c a n only desc r i be as a p i e c e of performed 
d e s i g n . T w e l v e s tudents have each 
v i s i t e d a di f ferent town i n E n g l a n d and 
d i s t i l l e d h i s or he r imp ress ions of i t in to 
a f i ve minute per formance. What are our 
reac t ions supposed to be? Should we 
end up by h a v i n g some i dea of what 
d i s t i n g u i s h e s one town from another. 
Swindon i s dep i c ted wi th foam rubber 
ra i lway t racks and usheret tes come 
round the aud i to r ium d i s p e n s i n g t ea . A t 
G r i m s b y they are pa in t ing a R u s s i a n 
sh ip and ma in ta in ing the street l a m p s . 

S U N D A Y - A talk from JW Lamber t , 
L i t e r a r y and A r t s ed i tor of the Sunday 
T i m e s , by whose grace the f e s t i v a l has 
been brought to- the age of major i ty , and 
con t i nues to su rv i ve . H e g i ves us a 
good look at the ro le o f the c r i t i c in the 
theatre and the method by w h i c h he w o r k s . 

One o f the a ims of the F e s t i v a l i s to 
b r ing the work of student p laywr igh ts to 
the fo re f ron t . -F rank Oa tes i s a 45 year 

Detail from a scene in "GAS" by Georg Kaiser performed by Leeds University. 

o l d Open U n i v e r s i t y s tudent . He i s a l s o 
a p r i soner i n Wake f ie ld gao l and has 
used h i s e x p e r i e n c e s , however remote, 
to wr i te a p lay se t i n a South A f r i c a n 
p r i s o n . Apar t from the pr i soner under 
sen tence of death it i s a p a l l i n g l y a c t e d . 
A n ac r imon ious d i s c u s s i o n ensues 
between those who are enchanted and 
those who are amazed that such work has 
been s e l e c t e d for the F e s t i v a l . T h e 
se lec to rs pa t i en t l y e x p l a i n for the 
umpteenth t ime that, of course they are 
f a l l i b l e , but you should have seen the 
amount of rubbish they had to s i t 
through. 

We a l l s p i l l into the R o y a l L y c e u m 
for a p r o f e s s i o n a l performance — Yobbo 
Nowt by John McGra th — by the 7.84 
Theat re Company (Eng land) . T h e i r name 
comes from the reported fact that 7% of 
the popu la t i on own 84% of the wea l t h . 
T h e i r work i s des igned for the 93.16 
major i ty ; they se t out to use the theatre 
to educate the work ing man p o l i t i c a l l y 
w i th a great dea l o f fun thrown i n . It i s 
d i f f i cu l t to judge how it wou ld go down 
w i th i t s in tended aud ience but the 
students c e r t a i n l y en joy the v i t a l i t y 
w h i c h has been m i s s i n g from the 
F e s t i v a l so far. 

M O N D A Y - The St ra thc lyde Thea t re 
Group has come ac ross from G l a s g o w 
w i t h four p roduc t i ons ; three of wh i ch 
we see th is a f ternoon. Of par t i cu la r 
in terest i s [slot I, a monologue for a 

d i sembod ied mouth by Samuel B e c k e t t . 
It i s a c u r i o u s l y compe l l i ng performance 
of a rare ly seen work, though much is in 
the w r i t i ng . 

Coup d'Etat, from K e e l e , i s another 
student wr i t ten produc t ion . A n urban 
g u e r i l l a comes to d inner i n order to 
commit s u i c i d e under the noses of h i s 
media-or ien ta ted h o s t s . Gordon Honey-
combe comp la ins that the revo lun t ionary 's 
b l a c k po lo -neck uniform i s exac t l y what 
he h i m s e l f i s wea r i ng . There i s a 
fasc i na t i ng s tudy of the cu l t i va ted c i t y 
gent put t ing forward h i s r ight w ing v i e w s 
and get t ing s l o w l y drunk. M inor d e t a i l s 
in the produc t ion worry me; why are 
they d r ink ing v in tage c la re t wi th 
b o u i l l a b a i s s e and wi thout decan t ing i t? 
E s p e c i a l l y as the c i t y gent i s teased 
for h is knowledge o f f ine food and w ine ! 

The Sco ts have a cur ious custom of 
c l o s i n g the bars at 10pm, e f f ec t i ve l y 
reduc ing the s o c i a l l i f e o f the f e s t i v a l . 
T U E S D A Y - A fasc ina t i ng d a y ' s work 
w i t h M ike L e i g h , a d i rector who uses 
improv i sa t i on to create drama. H i s ta lk 
in- the morn ing se rves on ly to whet the 
appet i te for the af ternoon 's p rac t i ca l 
s e s s i o n . What we can learn in an 
afternoon i s seve re l y l im i ted (he 
genera l l y t akes e ight weeks to produce 
a p lay ) but , in sma l l groups, we create 
charac te rs b a s e d on peop le we a l ready 
know and put them in to s i tua t ions where 
we hope themes w i l l deve lop and a 
story w i l l b u i l d up. 
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Leonardo's Last Supper i s a R a b a l -
a i s i a n romp i n the cha rne l house at 
A m b o i s e , where Leona rdo da V i n c i ' s 
body h a s been brought. The g lee of 
the owner ' s fami ly over the fame the i r 
work w i l l br ing them soon turns to despa i r 
when it turns out that the master i s not 
dead a f te r a l l , however they q u i c k l y 
restore the status quo. The actors put a 
lot of sp i r i t in to the product ion and 
car ry the aud ience w i th them on a s e a 
of e n t h u s i a s m . 

Many s tudents , i t seems , cannot 
su rv i ve more than ten minu tes wi thout a 
c igare t te . T h e aud ience i s d i s t rac ted 
by the f lare of matches and the un
p l e a s a n t atmosphere c rea ted in a 
s i t ua t i on where the non-smokers are 
s tuck in the i r sea ts . 

W E D N E S D A Y - The inhab i tan ts of 
Ed inburgh seem to p o s s e s s a strong fear 
of c r o s s i n g roads , perhaps mot iva ted by 
the apparent d i so rder in the t ra f f i c f low. 
C a r s and l o r r i es come at me from a l l 
d i r e c t i o n s . 

A new p lay from St . Andrews — J a c e k 
L a s k o w s k i ' s Galatea — or as the 
Scotsman apparent ly m isp r i n ted i t 
Gala Tea! T h e w i d o w r e c e i v e s a v i s i t 
from her bro ther - in - law and goes into a 
neuro t ic monologue w h i c h i s as much a 
t r ia l for the aud ience as it must be for 
the a c t r e s s . T h e p lay l eaves a lot of 
con fus i on in i ts w a k e . I am wor r ied 
that the same record is p l a y e d tw ice in 
the p l a y and once i t con ta ins gui tar 
m u s i c , the second time the Brahms 
v i o l i n concer to ; i t i s these apparent ly 
i n s i gn i f i can t d e t a i l s that d i s t rac t the 
aud ience from abso rb ing the w h o l e . In 
the formal d i s c u s s i o n af ter the p lay 
va r ious conven t i ons have to be e x p l a i n e d 
by the a u t h o r / d i r e c t o r / l e a d i n g man; i t 
l e a v e s me wonder ing what he w i l l do 
when there i s no formal d i s c u s s i o n 
after h i s p l a y s . 

T H U R S D A Y - Mar t in E s s l i n , head o f 
B B C radio and cha i rman of the A r t s 
C o u n c i l Drama P a n e l t a l ks on today ' s 
theat re . T h e B r i t i s h Theat re has a great 
l e a d over theatre in other coun t r i es 
because of the b a s i s of t rad i t ion and 
the c l a s h between the s u b s i d i s e d and 
commerc ia l s e c t o r s . T h e r e i s a d i s c u s s i o n 
of the p o l i t i c a l power of theatre i n 
E u r o p e . It i s theatre, more than any other 
med ium, w h i c h c a n prov ide images and 
make po in ts that w i l l be remembered for 
a long t ime. 

T o the T r a v e r s e Theat re to see a new 
p lay by Rober t P u g h w i th h i s group from 
R o s e Bru ford C o l l e g e o f Speech and 
Drama. The Key i s a remarkable p l a y 
w i th a tremendous force. Three I r ishmen 
d i g up their hanged brother to recover a 
k e y . T h e programme s a y s that the p l a y 
takes p l a c e i n Coun ty C l a r e , but the 
appearance of E n g l i s h so ld ie rs s e t s up 
an uncon t ro l l ab le resonance and c o n 
fus ion in my mind. In the f ina l scene 
the brothers perch the corpse on a 
cha i r beh ind the al tar . A f te r the so ld ie r s 
have taken away the r ing leader , the 
id io t brother , who has h idden under the 
a l tar to e s c a p e de tec t i on , r i s e s from h is 
p l a c e o f concea lmen t a s the p r i es t mutters 
h i s p raye rs . What a tremendous thea t r i ca l 
moment when the p r i e s t turns to see the 
corpse apparent ly come to l i f e ! 

F R I D A Y — A n end of term sp i r i t p r e v a i l s . 
We d i s c u s s the next f e s t i v a l and there 
i s what turns out to be a p r i ze g i v i n g 
ceremony, w i t h mys te r i ous enve lopes 
handed to the w inne rs . 

What has the F e s t i v a l ach ieved? A s a 
s h o w c a s e for the d i s p l a y of student 
wr i t ten and student-performed theatre 
i t has worked . T h e r e h a s been ample 
t ime for d i s c u s s i o n and p r o f e s s i o n a l 
op i n i ons have been f ree ly a v a i l a b l e . 
A t t imes the d i s c u s s i o n s have been i n 
severe danger of drowning i n a s e a of 
i n t e l l e c t u a l argument. What i t a l l b o i l s 
down to i s what goes on on the stage 
and e a c h member o f the a u d i e n c e ' s 
response to that e x p e r i e n c e . 

A s e r i e s of f am i l i a r names have 
appeared and ta l ked and d i s c u s s e d the 
theatre but everyone has been very 
po l i t e to e a c h other . The re has c e r 
ta in l y been too much talk o f theatre a s 
an i n t e l l e c t u a l e x e r c i s e and not enough 
on the p r a c t i c e of theatre. 

My regrets are twofo ld ; F i r s t l y that I 
m i s s e d L e e d s U n i v e r s i t y ' s much 
a c c l a i m e d performance o f Gas, a German 
e x p r e s s i o n i s t p i e c e of around 1920; and 
second ly that I had to return to L o n d o n 
wi thout s e e i n g J o h n Hur t , the we l l - known 
actor , who was s c h e d u l e d to ta lk on 
Saturday. 

One of the inherent fac tors of a c rowded 
f e s t i v a l programme is that i tems are met 
or m i s s e d sudden ly and wi thout p r e p a r a t i o n 
L i t e r a l l y at the l as t minute I d e c i d e d to 
run a c r o s s to the other s ide of E d i n b u r g h 
for a f i na l chance to see a p i e c e of 
German E x p r e s s i o n i s t i c drama from the 
1 9 2 0 s - G e o r g K a i s e r ' s ' G a s ' . T h i s b i t of 
' impu l se b u y i n g ' turned up a rare and 
f a s c i n a t i n g pu r chase . German E x p r e s 
s i o n i s m i s never s e e n on modern s tages 
because of i t s s c a l e , i ts unre len t ing 
verba l a t tack and sheer l a c k of ob jec t i ve 
ins igh t in to cha rac te r ,but L e e d s 
U n i v e r s i t y shou ld be congra tu la ted for 

tak ing these c h a l l e n g i n g prob lems and 
g i v i n g as au then t i c a p roduc t ion a s 
p o s s i b l e . 

The p l a y , in i ts t ime, w a s a-.prophecy 
of the doom w h i c h wou ld resu l t when a 
wor ld w a s des t royed by the exp lod ing o f 
i ts ent i re energy resou rces - the gas o f 
the t i t l e . It i s a p rophecy w h i c h r ings 
true. T h e f i rs t hour of the p lay d e a l s 
w i t h the aftermath o f the e x p l o s i o n and 
the conf ron ta t ion of the two c e n t r a l 
cha rac te r s , the m i l l i o n a i r e ' s son and the 
e n g i n e e r - t h e former owns a l l the indust ry 
ana determines that he w i l l not rebu i l d 
i t but rep lace it w i t h a garden c i t y f a 
modern-day c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t and env i ron 
men ta l i s t ) w h i l e the eng ineer argues 
that we must put up w i t h o c c a s i o n a l 
from future gaa e x p l o s i o n s i n order to 
cont inue the t echno log i ca l advance o f 
c i v i l i s a t i o n . ( S u r e l y a v i t a l l y re levan t 
ques t i on for a c o l l e g e such as ours . ) 

F o r the s e c o n d h a l f of the p l a y , we 
were led out of the s m a l l T R A V E R S E 
Thea t re , a long the d runks ' quarter of 
E d i n b u g h , at about 10 p m , pas t d e c a y i n g 
tenement b l o c k s and under P i r a n e s i a n 
a rchways to a nearby h a l l where the 
Workers ' R i o t , l e d by the eng inee r , was 
ac ted out , wh i l e the aud ience was fo rced 
to s tand for another hour . 

T h e combined e f fec t o f aura l and 
v i s u a l a s s a u l t from words ; wh i te n o i s e ; 
strobe l i g h t s ; h a r s h , e v o c a t i v e , f u tu r i s t i c 
s e t s and cos tumes , not to mento in the 
la te n ight w a l k , a l l summed to produce 
an overpower ing e f fec t and a thea t r i ca l 
expe r i ence I s n a i l remember for a long 
t ime . 

Reports by Thomas Stevenson 
and Eric Stovell. 

Pictures courtesy of 
'The Sunday Times'. 

Below, a scene from "The Key" performed by Rose Bruford College of 
Speech and Drama. 
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IT'S A SELL OUT! 
FELIX Dinner sell out scandal 
A S U R P R I S E A N N O U N C E M E N T from Mr. Paul 
Ekpenyong, Editor of F E L I X , at the Edi tor ia l Board 
Meeting last Monday, revealed that the F E L I X 
Annual Dinner, planned for the 17th May, has been 
so ld out even before the printing of the t ickets . 

FREE REAL ALE 
"This success is not surprising,"he commented, 

"when you consider that the price is iust £4.50 for a 
single ticket and £8.00 for a double.And there is free 
real ale, a barrelfull, for afterwards." 

FREE SALT 
Members of the Board are tak ing the announcement 

wi th a p inch of sa l t - as they recommend a l l readers to -
s i n c e no returns from t i cke t s a l e s have yet appeared in 
the a c c o u n t s . Ne i ther has Mr. E k p e n y o n g ' s s tandard of 
l i v i ng r i sen so d r a s t i c a l l y as one would expec t of a 
person who has just come into money. A l though he was 
seen buy ing h imse l f a dr ink in the Un ion Bar just last 
weekend . 

FREE GEORGE DAVIS 
" W e confidently expect that tickets will be available 

from this Monday," s a i d Mr. Duncan S u s s , B u s i n e s s 
Manager of F E L I X . "This statement from Mr. Ekpenyong 
is totally without foundation. None of the Board have 
even seen these tickets yet, let alone sold any, and we 
are sure that he hasn't. We feel that he said it merely 
to create the possibility of a spoof article like this in 
order to advertise the Dinner. Which, by the way, is very 
good value Indeed and promises to be a great do." 

RAQUEL WELCH 
Any p e r s o n who does bring her w i l l r ece i ve the 

gratefu l thanks of a l l the F E L I X s taf f , and a vote w i l l 
be taken as to whether or not that person shou ld be 
admit ted free of charge. (She ce r ta in l y woulcbe.) 

T H E P O S T E R S wh ich c a u s e d a lot of problems (right) 
were removed th is week , and w i l l be rep laced by our 
" n e w i m p r o v e d " v e r s i o n . 
Watch out for it, f o l k s ! 

R igh t ; Mr P a u l Ekpenyong 

A word of explanation. 
T O T H O S E of you who have a l ready n o t i c e d someth ing d i f ferent 
about t h i s w e e k ' s front page , th i s note of exp lana t i on i s o f fe red . 
(And to those who haven ' t - read on!) 

F i r s t of a l l , we needed to adve r t i se the F E L I X A N N U A L 
D I N N E R (get your t i c k e t s here, f o l k s ) . Anyone who s t i l l doesn ' t 
want to come was e i ther c r i pp l ed in the rush to grab F E L I X off 
the news tands or be longs to a c l a s s o f p e o p l e bes tunmen t i oned . 

T h e second reason cou ld be d e s c r i b e d as temporal.(It cou ld 
a l s o be d e s c r i b e d as sheer b loody c u s s e d n e s s - E d . ) It t e l l 
about t h i s year that we were dep r i ved at our one leg i t imate 
opportuni ty to pu l l a real fas t one over our readersh ip . 
A P R I L the F I R S T L A N D E D S L A P i n the M I D D L E of H O L I D A Y S 

So th i s i ssue , be ing dated the 30th of A p r i l , or A p r i l the L a s t , 
h a s taken over the ro le that the non-ex is ten t A p r i l F o o l ed i t i on 
wou ld have had . 

T O A L L O F Y O U WHO F E L L F O R I T -

!!! LOOF LIRPA 

A N N U A L 
DINNER 
M O N D A Y 

17th M A Y 1976 
T i c k e t s ava i lab le from the F E L I X Of f ice 


