
imMPERIAL-3@epteREe Lingowa)

PPRESENTS

fy ene SN Pay rae

iT_

=

Ge 4) ie Thi (aN Wid : Di., Ke) Cx FF; Pox iE) oe GEL!

ZV ERY LORF III OFD7LEVEE LEY POLE HIOGFIL

Ve,

y YZ“Aop y)



a«

EDITORIAL.

THE NEED FOR A LARGER HOSTEL.

A good deal has already been said in past issues of

PHOENIX deploring the "10.till 5" attitude of a large number

of our students; odd creatures who attend College during the

specified hour “£6 soak up science ana technology, and tite
dash home to soak up more science until theysgo to bed; people

who take no part in any College activity, get-to know only those

with whom they work, and leave College with minds narrowed to the

Single track: of their own particular subjects

Although the College as a whole loses by the lack of

spirit of these people, they themselves are obviously the greatest

losers. We have such a, wide range of social and. athletic clubs

that it is incon¢elvable that each student e¢armot sind at least ‘ene

in which he would be interested. The facilities are there, and

it may be argued that if people are content with a mere technical

achool education then that is their own affair.

This is a short-sighted view with which few would agree,

but what can be done? Dinner in Hall is a new step in the right

direction, and club secretaries can do mach by vigorous action at

the beginning of the year and by extensive advertising. However

these are merely palliatives; the only cure is vastly to increase

the hostel accommodation. The more nearly we can become a fully

residential College, the more nearly will our-«students obtain a

Pils Uo verelt education,
Covetocus eyes may be cast in vain at the lees blocks

of flats in our neighbourhood, but presumably the possibility of

obtaining some of these has already been fully. explored. We know
that alterations to the Union buildings are under consideration,

but nothing has yet been said about providing greater hostel

accommodation. If alternative laboratories could no Cuil Tor ths
Botany and Zoology departments and their present two buildings

converted to hostels, this would form a much greater contribution

to college: tite than the addition of new refectories and committee
rooms.

BRISTOL'S ENGINEERS.

the Daily Telegraph reports that the Bristol students

publication, Nonsuch News, has circulated a questionaire to find

out how undergraduates spend their leisure. From the answersit
concludes that rafter working, eating, sleeping and being

culturally active" the undergraduate has seven hours a week left.

"First year students of all categories spend more cf

their spare time drinking coffee than anything else. In the second

year danoing and the opposite sex take first place. But third year

students drop all that sort of nonsense and go back to eoffee in

a really big way - they spend d@imost as much time oni it as on all

their other leisuré pursuits-put together".

DO Taw, 25. eoec,

Nonsueh News then concludes that medical students are
the heaviest drinkers, and engineers the liehtest,

We most vigorously protest against this as being the most
blatant nonsense, and a grave libel against an honoured profession.

Engineers are renewied: the world over for their ability to sink

the manly pint with frequency and with relish, and 1t is at College

that this ability is developed,

We can only conclude that the questionaire was either

based on a complete fallacy, or that it was compiled by a medical

student.
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PUTUBE OF Le Gs BOSGTEHL,

TROUBLE IN THE HOME.

Last term the hostel committee, elected from the hostel
residents, found themselves confronting a mass meeting of their
electorate who demanded to know why they had proposed a new ruling
limiting residents to a maximum of two years in the hostel. Actually
the ruling was not new; what was new was the decision of the
committee to enforce it. |

Arguments came from both sides; the more altruistic and
highminded (or perhaps they were leaving this year anyway!) spoke
for the enforcement on the linesof fair shares for the maximum
number. Their opponents - and they were in the majority- took the
line that the hostel housed most of those who worked hardest for
Union affairs, and these people should be encouraged by being
allowed to live in the hostel. In a hostel accommodating HOO, they
said, where student officers of the College Unions were, ipso. facto,
offered rooms, the intake of new students under the Two Year rule
would be negligible- a "drop in the ocean as Mr. Coomber Siy¥iseg. lin

After many speakers had argued along these lines the
committee resigned as a body and were promptly re-edeeted, but
with a warning- no Two Year rule.

THE GENTLE VETO.

this, briefly, was the situation until three weeks ago
when the Rector took a hand and administered what was probably
the most diplomatic Veto since that word crept into common use.

4t an informal meeting with the residents, with John
Levy in the Chair, the Rector outlined the history of the hostel
administration, and expressed his appreciation of the sensible
way students had conducted their affairs since 1945. In that year
the hostel was placed on its present democratic basis, the former.
rigid disciplinary code being replaced by the more adult conception
of self restraint. Z

Inevitably, the Rector pointed out, there arises under
this democratic type of control the odd question on which there is
a division of opinion - in this case the Two Year rule- and on an
issue of such importance he felt that the responsibility for a
decision which affected the whole future of the hostel should be
shouldered by an unprejudiced observer who had the welfare of the
hostel at heart. 7

lhe Rector fully appreciated the arguments from both
Sides, but his own opinion- and decision- was that the Two Year
rule, although but a drop in the ocean, was nevertheless a timely
drop in the right ocean, :

Discussion following this not unexpected announcement
showed that most people were impressedby tne Rector's careful
reasoning and accepted the limit in principle - with one or two
minor modifications. After many people had pleaded, and received
assurance, that the exceptional case would receive sympathetic
consideration for a third year, other points were discussed..

Derek Norris suggested that Freshmen be inelieiplie for
the hostel in their first year.This, he felt, would be fairer as
the selectors would than know something about them, and they them-
selves if admitted would not have to leave the hostel at the beginnipg
of their third year. This met with much appr.eval,and the committee
having promised to consider it the meeting turned to less serious
matters. eee | . |
FLATTER PATTER, es aoe =

Lights, winduw eleaning,and: the inevitable questicn. of
the refectury meals came up for. discussion. = oe

Miss June Mahun!s-ecmplaint that the influx of outsiders
to hostel suppers had hada bid cffect: on the quality of the meals
brought Mr. -Prignope ‘Teaping to his Peet. In an impassioned plea on
behalf of the nun-resident supper mun, Vampire Prigmurse's "Now Bluod
for Hostel Suppers” had a sympathetic saudicnee in the atsles. On this
Sunguinary but happy note, ths meeting closed.

¢ sive.


