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BEER UP 2p

DESPITE STRONG protests
to the contrary, the price of
beer has gone up by 2p on a
pint.

The decision was taken on
Monday at a meeting of the
College Refectory Committee
on the basis of a recommenda-
tion from the Bar Committee
which met specifically to
discuss the price increases
on May 9th.

The increases have taken
effect immediately .

GRANTS ANNOUNCEMENT:

CHICKENFEED!

AS ONE might have expected, the grant increases announced by Mr Prentice on Tuesday
fall short of the 40% called by the NUS. The increase of 22% does however raise the
London grant from £665 to £810. Married women students will now be treated the same as
married male students, and the starting point on the salary scale for parental contributions

has been raised.

CLARKE CAUSES FURORE

CHARLES CLARKE, the NUS president-elect, is at the centre

of a political storm.

The row has erupted because
Mr Clarke appeared at a press
conference on the invitation of
the Get Britain Out Campaign

Committee a week yesterday.

This action was taken despite
the fact that Mr Clarke was
under a mandate from the
Llandudno Conference which
strongly disaproves of members
of the NUS executive appearing
on shared platforms of this
kind .
The Llandudno conference
had noted ‘‘The umbrella
nature of the national Get
Britain Out CampaignCommittee
and the presence of Powellites
and ather racialists on that
Committee’’ and as a result
instructed the NUS executive
to ‘‘appear under no circum-
stances on platforms with

racists and fascists’’ .

It would seem therefore that
Mr Clarke’s appearance on the
invitation of the Committee is
in violation of this instruction.
Mr Clarke contends this and
told our reporter that the
particular people with whom he
shared the platform were not
putting forward ideas that
conflicted with the attitude of
the NUS on campaigning
procedures with regards to the
EEC debate .

However, there are certain
groups within the student
movement who disagree strongly
with Mr Clarke’s action. He
will probably face harsh
criticisms and possible censure
at the next NUS conference in
Scarborough next November.

The 22% increase follows
a 25% increase last year.
During the past year the rate
of inflation has increased, as
have the levels of other wage
settlements .

NUS has described the
increase (which the DES
claims to be based on the
annual rate of inflation) as
disappointing though it
welcomed the decision to end
discrimination against married
women. John Randall, the
current NUS president, has
called for a rent freeze to
protectstudentlivingstandards,
as the whole of the increase
would be swallowed up in the
increase cost of books,
clothing, transport and other
essentials .

Several Vice-Chancellors
are reported to fear further
student militancy as the
Government has failed to give
large enough grants to meet
increased costs of university
and college halls and lodgings.
Rent strikes are indeed in

progress at several univer-
sities .

Actual figures for the new
grants are as follows with the
current grants in brackets:
London grant: £810 (£665), an
increase of 22%; elsewhere:
£740 (£605), an increase of
22%; students living at home:
£(5);0 (£475), an increase of
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Parental contributions now
start at a residual income of
£2,200 (£1,600).

Whilst Mr Prentice has
failed to make all non-degree
courses subject to mandatory
awards (he claims this would
cost £200m.), he has abolished
the discretionary awards (in
favour of mandatory awards)
for initial teacher training,
HND and DHE courses.

Women students will now
be able to claim dependants
allowances for husbands and
children but there is still no
change in the unpopular
practice of adssessing a
spouse’s contribution.

Warwick Rent Strike Strengthens

The Warwick University Student Union’s fight against its
University administration has finally collapsed after three terms
of bitter struggle. The end, heralded by a high-court injunction
giving the Warwick University administration the right to reoccupy
the telephone exchange and the Senate Building came when 500 —

750 policemen (including 30
policewomen) arrived on T%mrs-
day of last week to evict the
occupying students.

The trouble began in the
Spring term when 800 of the
2,700 students on campus
went on rent strike in protest
against higher rents. Threats
by the University to render the
strikers in eligible for exam-
inations aroused anger and

resulted in a Union meeting
voting to occupy the Senate
building.
Building .

The attempts of the
Academic Registrar to pressure
students into submission by
saying that the examinations

could not proceed as planned

further aggravated the situation
Obtaining of a High Court

possession order by the
University and of its serving
to the students added yet
more fuel to the fire. A picket
was mounted on the Senate
Building by some students and
others occupied the nearby
University Arts Centre. Other
unions within the University
refused to cross the student
picket lines and enter the
building . <

The Union had demanded an
end to victimisation but the
question was deferred by the
Senate meeting on Wednesday

afternoon. The Student Union’
is taking steps to strengthen

the rent strike. While the picket
has been withdrawn and the
Arts Centre is no longer being
occupied. This decision came
after the Senate meeting.

There is to be a day of
action on the educational cuts
on June 4th and, on the campus.
The Students Union is also to
investigate the University’s
finance and will base their
campaign for 1975/6 on the
outcome of this investigation.
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Michael Williams

JUST WHAT in the hell is Charles CIErke. the
president-elect of NUS playing at? (See page one). The
tight-rope exercise of ‘‘stretch-the-mandate’’? The
instructions given at the Llandudno conference stated
that no platform was to be shared with racists or
fascists and the same motion condemned the ‘‘Get
Britain Out’’ Campaign because it contained racist and
fascist elements. Yet when | spoke to Charles last
Monday, he was calmly sure that he was within the
parameters set out by the mandate. But even he admits
that he took his interpretation right up to the limit —
only the Conference at Scarborough next November can
decide whether that limit was deliberately crossed or
not. {

*

Today sees a new slant on an old idea to add a kind
of novelty to the impact of serious student militancy.
The Overseas Students Committee have decided to
picket the Imperial College Board of Governors meeting
which is planned to start at around 10.30 am this
morning. A petition is being presented to the GB’s
Chairman, Sir Henry Fisher, in protest at the recent
government announcements relating to self-supporting
students fees increases.

FELIX wishes the protest well and hopesto have a

full report next week.
*

Incidentally, there is no truth whatscever in the
malicious rumour that | got pissed with John Randall
last Monday on cans of Swan lager. And he did NOT give
me an excellent quote which made scandelbus reference
to one of the current NUS Executive. And | shall NOT
be printing this non-existent quote in the last issue of
FELIX this year. So there! :

FELIX,
“ Newspaper of Imperial Michael J,.L. . Williams
College Union . Editor
L Published by the Editor on behalf of the
Imperial College Union Publications Board.
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Riz, Paul and John
FELIX Office, IC Union,
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LORNA THOMAS.

HERE_ WE are again! It's the high-spot of the week, yes, you’ve
guessed it, it’s the IF Only column! Of course, | feel very honoured
that the august Editor of FELIX allows our humble weekly
intrusions into their illustrious publication .So it hardly seems
fair to launch into indescrimate criticism of IC as has unfortun-

ately been the case in the
past . (Although it would give
me something MEATY to write
about).

However | think it would be
better to abandon all attempts
at profundity and write some-
thing pleasantly mundane,
which will conform to
everyone's idea of the dumb
secretary, (and isn’t it drummed
into our tiny thick heads from
the word go, that the secretary’s
duty is to butter up her boss?).

Thats about 120 words and
so another 150 should just
aboutdo....

Anyway, while I'm here, |
may as well introduce myself.:
| am the Rag Rep, (no, I’'m NOT
responsibje for the staff's:
clothes) and it's my job to beg,
implore etc etc to take part in
Rag Week. In other words, a
case of a little gently persua-
sion. (NOBODY expects the
Spanish Inqueistion). All this
is no easy task. :

Of coursg, the pathetic,

well, lets be tactful, elite
number of IF students who
turn out for collecting is hardly
surprising considering that
roughly two-thirds of the college
commutes from the far-flung
realms of Wimbledon, Ruislip
etc etc. But what about the
other third? You may well ask.

Collecting goes on all
through the autumn term and if
you could only manage one
single Saturday out.of the rest
of your life, it helps. Also,
collectingcan bereally
hilarious, and you have the
satisfaction of doing something
worthwhile and....Amen to all
that!

P.S. Would all the budding
politians at IC deign to step
down from their boring,
extremist platforms and DO
something constructive like
the rest of us peaceable
mortals, who realise we can’t
change the world with our
radical ideas?

L.etter
'ICU EEC Motion

Dept. of Chemical Eng. Amongst the arguments

Imperial College presented for the Pro-Market
London case, it was suggested that
14th May 1975 . Britains sovereignty would be
Dear Sir, enhanced through being less

Though I am glad that FELIX
should give prominence to the
important decision taken by
ICU concerning our member-
ship of the EEC, I feel that the
only lack to emerge, is in the
reporting of this issue.

Nowhere is the text of the
substantive motion mentioned,
nor is any reference made to
actual arguments used in
proposing this motion.

In summary, the motion noted
the increase in potential
markets for British Industry,
the support from men and
countries of political learning
for our membership, the improved
terms of membership and the
government take-over of British
leyland .

dependant on the USA and also
world peace would be strength-
ened by the presence of a
powerful European Community.
On top of these, this country
is_in thed gripds otil ah financial
risis an
ft can get reoem sogr éefgﬁgggﬁg
The motion concluded by
condemning the reactionary
actions  of the NUS and
instructing the Exec to make
certain information for the
Pro-Market cause available and
to communicate to various
press and politicians, our
support for continued members
ship of the European Economic
Community.
Yours sincerely,

T.J.D.Pye

EDUGATIONAL

THE EDUCATIONAL
Re deployment Service was
set up in 1969 and is still the
only matiomally operating unit
which concems itself solely
with the problems faced by
those who are so often damn-
ingly labelled ‘‘drop-outs.”’
For the past two years it has
received Government help in
order to offer FREE aid to all
those students discontinuing,
for whatever reasoms, from
‘degree, HND etc courses.
Information is available mainly
on employment, alternative
courses, careers and grants
but machinery is on hand to
help with any careers problem
no matter how obscure.

The ERS is not seeking to
supplant any of the welfare/
personal tutor/ etc factlities
which exist at IC. But it does

REDEPLOYMENT

point out that certain discon-

tinuing students may feel
aggrieved towards the:
institution responsible for

having failed him and might
therefore be unwilling to seek
help there .Also, many students
have already left the campus
before leaming they are mot
eligible to continue with their
course while others are simply
unaware of the facilities
available to them with their
own college or university. For
all such students, and many
more besides, the ERS is a
valuable additional source of
information/advice/help.

So if you know of anyone
who is considering ‘‘dropping- -
out,”’ get him or her to contact
the ERS at 20, Gower Street,
London WC1E6DP
(01-637 0450).

THETA
SHIRTS

For Lodies and
Gentlemen of RCS.

WEAR YOUR MASCOT
ON YOUR CHEST!

W
Boutigpe

RCSU Office







