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It’s twenty-five years since we first went to press,
Our first College newspaper facing the test.

The critics were many; the helpers were few,

The usual procedure when something is new.

Great newspapers fall, it is strange to relate:

The Sketch and the Herald both met their sad fate.
But stout-hearted FELIX faced up to the fight,
His staff often working well into the night.

He suffered his critics both nasty and nice

And even found time to chase Union mice.

With banner unfurled, FELIX marches with time
Completely undaunted, and now in his prime.
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SO HERE it finally is:
the issue you have all
been waiting for (patiently
we hope). The production
of this Twenty-fifth Annie
versary. Edition has been
characterised by an
unbelievable series of
problems andcrises culmin-.
ating in the postponement
of the publication date
till today.

Last Monday,the FELIX.

25th Anniversary Dinner
was held in the Union Upper
Dining Hall and seventy
people attended including
eight past Editors.

The two after dinner
speakers were the present

Editor, Michael Williams,

and the second Editor,
Clifford Hargreaves, who
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(R.B. Fletcher) The

MONDAY, 9th DECEMBER, 1974,

Flelicitations!

original FELIX as it

appeared on the first issue.
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Editors from the past and present; From left to right:

D.l. Williams, 1966; M.J.L. Williams, Present Editor; C.M. Wrigley, early 19743
D.A. Sugden, 1972; R.F. Kerrod, 1958; D.J.H. Grffin, 1957; N.J. Walker, 19653
C.M. Hargreaves, 1950.

came ail the way from the
Netherlands in order to
attend. The first Editor,
Ted Hughes, unfortunately

could not make it because
he was giving a farewell
party for his daughter who
was emigrating to New

Zealand the following day,

The final toast of the
evening was - *Keep the
Cat free!’



FELIX

DITORIAL

Michael Williams

TWENTY-FIVE years ago to the very day
(December 9th, 1949) the first FELIX appeared:
seven sheets of Roneo’d white foolscap held by
a single staple in the comer.

The original FELIX cat was a fully-
bewhiskered creature strolling along with his
hands behind his back sporting a Chesire grin.
That first edition of 600 copies sold out (it was
sold in those days, and it may come as a
suprise to some to learn that FELIX only went
free in October 1971) in about an hour and the
subsequent editions of 1,000 were equally
successful.

Many times the Editor had his critics. Some
were men of words and little action while
others tried to be physically violent. However,
the editors, having catlike senses, somehow
managed to zap them where it hurts. These
battles were numerous and as varied in vigour
and style as one can unagine. Cats have nine

| lives, this cat has not lost one yet!

University council who passed the motions
condoning the terrorists activities of the IRA.
The student body should not tolerate such
irresponsible acts by anyone let alone its own
representatives. My faith in students” behaviour
as regards theirrationalandsocial responsibility
was restored on reading that 3,000 students
turned out at a Union meeting in Leeds to show
their disgust at the actions of the council
members. By passing a vote of no confidence
against these members and forcing them to
resign, Leeds’ students have set an example
for students all over the world. Hurray! for
Leeds’ students and ‘Bewuare student Leaders’
is the message. :

*

It is rather by coincidence than design that
the present edition is coming out on exactly the
same day as the first, twenty-five years ago.

This is solely due to the fact that our
varitypist has been sick for two days thus

*

I condemn the reprobates, on the Leeds

Ihfperial College Union,
25th November.

Sir, - :

Your reply to our letter last
week (More on Cross Country)
seems to suggest you have
entirely failed to grasp the
point of our complaint.

We accept that the Sports
Editor’s position is semi-
autonemous and would not like
it any other way. We now know
about ‘the appropriate channels
through which all sports reports
should go’,” and we now use
these .channels. :

Our point however, is that
these channels were not known
to us at the beginning of term,
so we reasoned that the best
idea was to give them to our
friendly sabbatical ‘FELIX’
Editor with whom overall
responsibility for this pub-
lication rests. It did not seem
unreasonable that a sabbatical
Editor should have the time to
direct all the articles and
reports he receives to their
proper destinations; but alas
we were sadly mistaken.

We are sure that FELIX
does not take up so much of
your time that you cannot afford
a few moments to make the
journey across the Beit Quad
to drop a wayward article in
the Union- letter rack. This
leaves us“wondering what you
da with your time and therefore
our money.

Dave Jones,
Steve Webb,
Wilf Welford.
P.S. ‘Complete indifference’ is
not a cheap remark: we feel it
accurately reflects your

a‘

attitude. You might hold a
competition to find the most
witty synonym for ‘executive
proceedures’.

P.P.S. Judging by the state of
many of the articles appearing
in FELIX we certainly would
be unwise to imply any
malicious intent on your part,
but may we enquire as to the
whereabouts of several words
and phrases missing from our

- letter; in particular that part

where in we recorded your
remark that sports reports had
nothing to do with you. May we
suggest that a proof-reader
might be used to good effect.

(May | suggest that you come
round to the FELIX office so
that we can thrash out exactly
what you are bitching about.
As far as | can see, you are
peeved that some Cross-
Country reports were not
printed towards the beginning
of term. | cannot see that this
necessarily warrants the above
snide remarks. | look forward
to meeting you).

Correspondence on this subject
is now closed.

Maths Department,
2nd December, 1974

Dear Sir,

Being a ‘scientist” may be
no excuse for political or
social ignorance (Letters Nov.
22); it is however every reason
not to form an opinion without
sufficient consideration; one
should not accept others’
opinions as one’s own without
thought. Expecting students
and people outside education
to take a dislike to the dis-

delaying this issue.

I hope you

enjoy this ‘Twenty-fifth

Anniversary’ edition.
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cretionary grant system when

‘they probably don’t even know

what it is, how it operates,
how much money in involved
or the alternative (if any), is
absurd. The present grants
system may be unfair, our
leaders may know it to be
unfair, but until it is shown
by reasoned argument that it
is unfair, little support for the
campaign can be expected
from students here, even less
from the tax-paying public.

Being ‘engineers’ also,
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consideration must also be
given to the practical side of
matter; would one be prepared
to see a reduction in old-age
pensions, say, to give more
students full grants? Obviously
that is not the real choice,
yet the money has to come
from somewhere: from which
piggy-bank should it be taken?
Would we prefer to see less
building of primary schools,
less hospitals, less what?
Saying that the channel tunnel

Cont'd on page 4.






