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relicitations!
It’s twenty-five years since we first went to press,

Our first College newspaper facing the test.
The critics were many; the helpers were few,

The usual procedure when something is new.

Great newspapers fall, it is strange to relate:

The Sketch and the Herald both met their sad fate.

But stout-hearted FELIX faced up to the fight, ©

His staff often working well into the night.

He suffered his critics both nasty and nice

And even found time to chase Union mice.

With banner unfurled, FELIX marches with time

Completely undaunted, and now in his prime.

SO HERE it finally is:
the issue you have all
been waiting for (patiently
we hope). The production
of this Twenty-fifth Anni-
versary. Edition has been
characterised by an

unbelievable series of

problems andcrises culmin-

ating in the postponement
of the publication date

till today.

Last Monday,the FELIX.
25th Anniversary Dinner

was held in the Union Upper

Dining Hall and seventy

people attended including

eight past Editors.

‘The two after dinner

speakers were the present

Editor, Michael Williams,

and the second Editor,

Clifford Hargreaves, who

_(R.B. Fletcher) 
The original FELIX as if

appeared on the first issue.

Editors from the past and present; From left to right:

D./. Williams, 1966; M.J.L. Williams, Present Editor; C.M. Wrigley, early 1974s
D.A. Sugden, 1972; R.F. Kerrod, 1958; D.J.H. Grffin, 1957; NJ. Walker, 1965;
C.M. Hargreaves, 1950.

came ail the way from the could not make It because Zealand the following day.
Netherlands in order to he was giving a farewell The final toast of the
attend. The first Editor. party for his daughter who evening was - ‘Keep the
Ted Hughes, unfortunately - was emigrating to New Cat free!’



FELIX

DITORIAL
Michael Williams

TWENTY-FIVE years ago to the very day

(December 9th, 1949) the first FELIX appeared:

seven sheets of Roneo’d white foolscap held by
a single staple in the comer.

The original FELIX cat was a fully-

bewhiskered creature strolling along with his

hands behind his back sporting a Chesire grin.

That first edition of 600 copies sold out (it was
sold in those days, and it may come as a

suprise to some to learn that FELIX only went

free in October 1971) in about an hour and the

subseguent editions of 1,000 were equally

successful.

Many times the Editor had his critics. Some

were men of words and little action while

others tried to be physically violent. However,

the editors, having catlike senses, somehow

managed to zap them where it hurts. These

battles were numerous and as varied in vigour

and style as one can iuagine. Cats have nine

lives, this cat has not losi one yet!

University council who passed the motions

condoning the terrorists activities of the IRA.
The euideat body should not tolerate such
irresponsible acts by anyone let alone its own

representatives. My faith in students” behaviour
as regards theirrationalandsocial responsibility
was restored on reading that 3,000 students

turned out at a Union meeting in Leeds to show

their disgust at the actions of the council
members. By passing a vote of no confidence

against these members and forcing them to

resign, Leeds’ students have set an example

for students all over the world. Hurray! for

Leeds’ students and ‘Bewure student Leaders’

is the message. 2

*

It is rather by coincidence than design that

the present edition is coming out on exactly the

same day as the first, twentyefive years ago.

This is solely due to the fact that our

varitypist has been sick for two days thus
Ra

I condemn the reprobates, on the Leeds_

Imperial College Union,
25th November.

Sir, ae
Your reply to our letter last |

week (More on Cross Country)~

seems to suggest you have~

entirely failedto grasp the

point of our complaint.

We accept that the Sports

Editor’s position is semi-

autonomous and would not like |

it any other way. We now know

about ‘the appropriate channels

through which all sports reports

Should go’, and we now use

these channels. ;

Our point however, is that

these channels were not known

to us at the beginning of term,

so we reasoned that the best

idea was to give them to our

friendly sabbatical ‘FELIX’

Editor with whom overall

responsibility for this pub-

lication rests. It did not seem

unreasonable that a sabbatical

Editor should have the time to

direct all the articles and

reports he receives to their

proper destinations; but alas
we were Sadly mistaken.

We are sure that FELIX

does not take up so much of

your time that you cannot afford

a few moments to make the

journey across the Beit Quad

to drop a wayward article in

the Union letter rack. This

leaves us’ wondering what you

do with your time and therefore

our money.

Dave Jones,

Steve Webb,

Wilf Welford.

P.S. ‘Complete indifference’ 1s

not a cheap remark: we feel it

accurately reflects your

LETTERS
attitude. You might hold a

competition to find the most

witty synonym for ‘executive

proceedures’.

P.P.S. Judging by the state of

many of the articles appearing

-in FELIX we certainly would

be unwise to imply = any

malicious intent on your part,

but may we enquire as to the

whereabouts of several words

and phrases missing from our

-Jetter; in particular that part

where in we recorded your

remark that sports reports had

nothing to do with you. May we

suggest that a_ proof-reader

might be used to good effect.

(May I suggest that you come

round to the FELIX office so

that we can thrash out exactly

what you are bitching about.

As far as 1 can see, you are

peeved that some _ Cross-

Country reports were not

printed towards the beginning

of term. I cannot see that this

necessarily warrants the above

snide remarks. I look forward
to meeting you).

Correspondence on this subject

is now closed.

Maths Department,

2nd December, 1974

Dear Sir, |

Being a ‘scientist’ may be

no excuse for political or

social ignorance (Letters Nov.

22); it is however every reason

not to form an opinion without

sufficient consideration; one

should not accept others’

opinions as one’s own without
thought. Expecting students

and people outside education

to take a dislike to the dis-

delaying this issue.

I hope you enjoy this ‘Twenty-fifth
Anniversary’ edition.

|; FELIX ©

Michael J. L. Williams

: Editor
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cretionary grant system when

‘they probably don’t even know

what it 1s, how it operates,

how much money in involved

or the alternative (if any), is

absurd. The present grants

system may be unfair, our

leaders may know it to be

-unfair, but until it is shown

by reasoned argument that it

is unfair, little support for the

campaign can be_ expected

from students here, even less

from the tax-paying public.

Being ‘engineers’ also,

Int. 288 i

consideration must also be

given to the practical side of
matter; would one be prepared

to see a reduction in old-age

pensions, say, to give more

students full grants? Obviously

that is not the real choice,

yet the money has to come

from somewhere: from which
piggy-bank should it be taken?

Would we prefer to see less

building of primary schools,

less hospitals, less what?

Saying that the channel tunnel

Cont'd on page 4.



WANTED

People for humping paper on

Wed. 11th December, 1974

in the old Union Office — Beit Arch

at 2.00p.m.

for an hour’s work.

Seminar on CYPRUS organised by

Overseas Students Committee and

Anglo-Cyprus Association. |

In the Chair: Sir DAVID HUNT

Speakers will include: Lord CARADON

Mr. POLYS POLYVIOU

Tuesday December 10th, 5.30 — 9.00p.m.

College Block, Lecture Theatre A (Level 5).

(Wine and Snacks)

IF Only-.
Robynne Fletcher

IN TRUE school tradition | was ‘volunteered’ to write a few
words for FELIX this week. | hasten to add however, that even

at the risk of jeopardising a discretionarily awarded diploma |
would have refused had | not rather looked forward to an opp-
ortunity of expressing some of my viewson the topics often raised

in student circles, and | hope,
the views of some of my

colleagues.

In spite of the tirades of

abuse we suffer (apart from

those poured upon us by the

foreign members of the staff

here!) from the socially con-
scious members of _ the

community, ! have not yet
begun to feel guilty about my
lack of participation in

organised ‘fun’ and ‘good

causes’ — As for spending a

Sunday afternoon with my legs

tied up and chasing an in-

animate object — well, | can
think of better positions! Such

as bent over the garden, a paint

pot, or someone’s wheelchair

for example.

| protest too — by staying at

home — against the move to

demand higher grants and an

end to means testing. Students

may have campaigned for and

obtained the right to vote at 18,

they should then be prepared to

take a responsible attitude

towards helping to finance

themselves from that age.

Looking to the future, it is us

who will be expected to

subsidise not only our own

little ‘diddums’ but someone

else’s by means of increasingly

high taxes. The _ left-wing

members of the NUS, together

with those of the Trade Unions

and of the Labour party, have

already been largely’ res-

ponsible for eroding much of

the freedom of individuals in

this country — viz. the ban on
rightewing speakers of so-
called educational establish-
ments, besides the curbs on
initiative and incentive in the
field of employment, and an
inclination towards too, much
dependance on the ‘State’.

Such people as the former
Lord Stansgate have con-
descendingly taken upon
themselves to try to deny
Others the opportunities from
what they themselves have
have already benefitted.

VERONICA SHEREWOOD, an

auntie from Ashford in

Middlesex, is in the Department

of Geology and is studying in

her final year. She is the

President of the De La Beche

Club this year and also finds

time to be on the ICWA

Committee. This photo was

taken only after much

persuasion. Her reluctance is
illustrated by her subsequent

quote ‘I feel a bit old for this
sort of thing’.

When asked what she likes
best, the reply came ‘Spending
money and fur coats’. D.L.B.
Beware!

Photo by Roger Wilkins.

Whatever has happened to

that once familiar phrase,

‘Well, it’s a free country isn’t
fii,

To those not initiated in the

strange and wonderful in-

tricacies of IC (women to be

excluded from the bar, and

THAT rag-nag!). FELIX is

largely incomprehensible.

Newspeak, as_ predicted by

Orwell, reviewed recently by a

well known colour supplement

and, practised in FELIX, is

trying to indoctrinate us. Is

‘The Theta Affaire’ significant?

(Come round to see me some-

time and we can check it out—

Ed.) or is it just the nonsense

jit appears? Wellsoc, Dransoc

and Gaysoc (the last very

doubtful) have been adopted
in the steps of Engsoc.

Apathetic (shudder) is the word

applied to anyone who does

not take part in barbarian

sports, such as chariot racing,

and narrow-minded to anyone

who does not enjoy primitive

noise forms, that is to say

discos.

Last week some people

here, staff as well as students,

were rather upset by the

suggestion that we would
eventually end up sharpening

‘the pencils and lying to the

wives of IC graduates. Well,

everyone has their price don’t

they? Seriously though there

is no.reason nowadays for

anyone to subscribe to such

generalisations. Contrary to

popular belief many of us are

here at IF to broaden our

horizons, via the perspectives

of France, Germany, Spain and

Russia. Secretarial subjects,

although important, are kept to

a minimum a very decisive

point in the college’s favour.

There is another important

advantage in_ following a

bi-lingual secretarial course,

the choice of country to which

to emigrate is not quite so

limited!

| expect though, that | shall

still be here to read Katie’s

article in FELIX next week.


