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NUS CALLS 
NATIONAL RENT STRIKE 

Why the hell should 
we go on a rent strike? 

B Y N O R M S A Y L E S 

I a m w r i t i n g t h i s a r t i c l e i n a n a t t e m p t t o c l e a r u p s o m e 
p o i n t s o f c o n f u s i o n i n m a n y p e o p l e ' s m i n d s a b o u t t h e a i m s 
a n d t h e r e a l i t i e s o f a R e n t S t r i k e i n I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e . F o r 
t h o s e 3 0 0 o r s o o f y o u w h o w e r e a t the U n i o n M e e t i n g l a s t 
T h u r s d a y , I d o n ' t w i s h t o b o r e y o u w i t h t h i s a r t i c l e a s I 
s h a l l b e r e - i t e r a t i n g m a n y o f t h e p o i n t s w h i c h I m a d e i n m y 
s p e e c h a t t h e m e e t i n g . F o r t h e o t h e r 3 , 9 0 0 p e o p l e i n C o l 
l e g e , t h o u g h , I h o p e m y t h o u g h t s w i l l b e o f s o m e i m p o r 
t a n c e . 

T o b e g i n w i t h , I m u s t d i s p e l t h e m i s a p p r e h e n s i o n i n 
m a n y p e o p l e ' s m i n d s t h a t t h e a i m o f t h e R e n t S t r i k e i s a n 
a t t e m p t to " f o r c e " t h e C o l l e g e t o r e d u c e t h e r e n t s i n H a l l s 
a n d H o u s e s . T h i s w o u l d b e a r i d i c u l o u s m o v e s i n c e o u r 
r e n t s a r e a s l o w a s t h e y c o u l d p o s s i b l y b e a n d t h e y 
o b v i o u s l y d o n o t n e e d t o b e m a d e a n y l o w e r . 

In a n u t s h e l l , t h e R e n t S t r i k e h a s b e e n c a l l e d a s a " r e a 
s o n a b l e W a y o f e x p r e s s i n g o u r v i e w s a b o u t t h e G r a n t s ' 
s y s t e m a s i t s t a n d s a t t h e m o m e n t " ( to u s e a p h r a s e o f 
S i r B r l a i n ' s s p e e c h o n C o m m e m . D a y ! ) . Y o u m a y s a y to 
y o u r s e l f : " B u t w h a t i s w r o n g w i t h t h e G r a n t s ' s y s t e m ? " 
f g e t £520 e a c h y e a r a n d I c a n m a k e t h a t l a s t m e t h e w h o l e 
30 w e e k s e s s i o n . " I c a n a s s u r e y o u , h o w e v e r , t h a t i f y o u 
a r e t r u l y a b l e t o s a y t h i s , t h e n y o u a r e o n e o f t h e v e r y f e w 
m e m b e r s o f t h i s C o l l e g e o n a f u l l g r a n t . T h e M A J O R I T Y 
o f o u r U . G . S t u d e n t s a r e M E A N S T E S T E D L e . t h e i r g r a n t 
i s a s s e s s e d o n t h e i r p a r e n t s ' i n c o m e a n d i f t h e p a r e n t s e a r n 
m o r e t h a n £1500 p e r y e a r , t h e s t u d e n t ' s g r a n t i s d r a s t i c a l l y 
c u t . T h i s h a s s e v e r a l c o n s e q u e n c e s , s o m e o f w h i c h a r e a s 
f o l l o w s : — 

(1 ) S t u d e n t s , w h o a r e a b o v e t h e a g e o r m a j o r i t y (18), a r e 
stH'l d e p e n d e n t t o a v e r y g r e a t e x t e n t o n t h e i r p a r e n t s a n d 
a s s u c h a r e v e r y r e s t r i c t e d i n t h e w a y t h e y s p e n d t h e i r 
<jra rti:. 

t 2 ) M a n y p a r e n t s a r e a s s e s s e d o n a p r e v i o u s y e a r ' s s a l a r y 
a n d h a v e , s i n c e t h e t i m e o f a s s e s s m e n t s u f f e r e d a s e r i o u s 
d e p r e c i a t i o n >— o w i n g t o o n e c a u s e o r a n o t h e r — i n t h e i r 
w a g e , a n d t h e r e f o r e , c a n n o t a f f o r d t o p a y t h e s t u d e n t t h e 
c o r r e c t a m o u n t o f m o n e y w h i c h i s r e q u i r e d t o p r o v i d e a f u l l 
i £ 5 2 0 ) g r a n t . 

(3) M a n y p a r e n t s r e f u s e t o p a y t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e 
g r a n t a s t h e y d o n o t a g r e e w i t h t h e w a y t h e i r c h i l d i s r u n 
n i n g h i s / t i e r l i f e . 

(4) M a n y p a r e n t s d e c i d e t o u s e t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o p a y 
f o r t h e i r c h i l d t o s t a y a t h o m e d u r i n g t h e v a c a t i o n s o r t o 
p a y f o r s o m e c l o t h e s w h e n t h e s t u d e n t i s a t h o m e , o r o t h e r 
s u n d r i e s s u c h a s t h e s e . I s p e a k f r o m p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e 
a s s o m e o n e w h o r e c e i v e d a f u l l g r a n t d u r i n g m y t h r e e y e a r s 
i n C o l l e g e b u t w h o s e p a r e n t s w e r e o n l y t o o h a p p y t o p a y 
f o r t h e s e a d d i t i o n a l i t e m s . I r e c k o n t h a t I e n d e d u p w i t h 
a b o u t £670 p e r y e a r i n s t e a d o f £520 a n d t h i s i s w h e r e t h e 
M e a n s T e s t e d s t u d e n t i s l o s i n g o u t a g a i n . 

F r o m m y c o m m e n t s o n t h e M e a n s T e s t , I t h i n k t h a t m o s t 
p e o p l e w o u l d r e g a r d it a s t o t a l l y u n j u s t t o b o t h s t u d e n t s 
a n d p a r e n t s . W h a t w e a r e c a l l i n g f o r i s a F U L L g r a n t f o r 
A L L a n d t h a t t h e m o n e y o b t a i n e d b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t b y 
M e a n s T e s t i n g b e r e c o u p e d b y a m i n o r a d j u s t m e n t i n t h e 
t a x a t i o n s y s t e m s o t h a t t h e m o n e y m a y foe g o t f r o m t h e 
p a r e n t s i n tints w a y . 

If w e n o w g o o n t o l o o k at t h e Other a n o m a l i e s i n t h e 
G r a n t s ' s y s t e m w h i c h o n l y a s f a r a s l . C . i s c o n c e r n e d , r e 
la t e t o " m i n o r i t y g r o u p s " i n c o m p a r i s o n t o t h e w i d e s p r e a d 
e f f ec t o f t h e M e a n s T e s t , w e c a n r e c o g n i s e t h e f o l l o w i n g : — 
(1) D I S C R E T I O N A R Y A W A R D S . T h i s i s a w a y in w h i c h 
t h e L E A ' s c a n d e c i d e t o g i v e a s t u d e n t 'a g r a n t o r n o t d e 
p e n d i n g u p o n t h e i r o w n w h i m s . It s e e m s t o m a k e n o d i f f e r 
e n c e w h e t h e r t h e e d u c a t i o n a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t i s r e c o g n i s e d 
b y t h e G o v e r n m e n t o r n o t . It a l s o a p p l i e s t o t h o s e s t u d e n t s 
w h o f i n d it n e c e s s a r y t o d o a r e - s i t y e a r . E v e n if t h e p a r 
t i c u l a r c o l l e g e r e c o g n i s e d t h a t t h e s t u d e n t h a d s o m e 
p e c u l i a r d i f f i c u l t y t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r a n d h a s a r i g h t t o r e 
p e a t t h e y e a r , h e i s n o t e n t i t l e d t o a g r a n t b u t , i n g e n e r a l , 
te e x p e c t e d t o s u p p o r t h i m s e l f f o r t h e y e a r . T h i s p r o b l e m i s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y a c u t e i n F u r t h e r E d u c a t i o n a n d A r t c o l l e g e s 
a n d , t h e r e f o r e , h a s a d r a s t i c e f f ec t u p o n a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n 
o f t h e s t u d e n t s o f t h i s c o u n t r y . 

(2) M A R R I E D W O M E N ' S G R A N T S . H e r e w e h a v e t h e s i t u 
a t i o n w h e r e a f e m a l e s t u d e n t w h o g e t s m a r r i e d t o a n o n -
s t u d e n t , a u t o m a t i c a l l y h a s h e r g r a n t c u t b y s o m e t h i n g i n 
# i e r e g i o n o f £150 t o £200. In t h i s w a y , a m a r r i e d s t u d e n t 
c a n f i n d h e r s e l f h a v i n g t o s u r v i v e o n a g r a n t o f a r o u n d 

At the N U S c o n f e r e n c e in Marga te , two 
w e e k e n d s ago , a mot ion ca l l ing for a 
nat ional rent str ike, as o p p o s e d to loca l 
or part ial ones , was eas i ly p a s s e d . 

Hot oppos i t i on w a s expec ted and r e c e i v e d f r om 
the N U S execut i ve over th i s mo t i on , as they had 
been a t t empt ing to decent ra l i s e the c a m p a i g n , 

A censure mo t i on w a s car r i ed on the Exec , over 
negat ing the ir ro le as the l eadersh ip of the N U S . 
th is ques t i on re ferr ing p r imar i l y to the i r absence of 
l eadersh ip i n the Nov . 7 th march and abor t i ve 
Nov . 14th w o r k - i n . 

Exec , a t t empted to pos tpone d i s c u s s i o n on the 
grants c a m p a i g n and C h i l e , t w o po l i t i ca l l y very 
content i ous top i cs , by in t r oduc ing hordes of inter
nat iona l and emergency speakers and s t r e t ch ing 
out d i s c u s s i o n of Steve Par ry ' s Be r l i n poster-r ip
p ing an t i c s to a phenomena l 4 i hours . 

Fu l l con fe rence report on page 5. 

£295. In t h e c a s e o f a m a l e s t u d e n t w h o m a r r i e s , t h i s d i s 
c r i m i n a t i o n d o e s p o t o c c u r . It i s q u i t e c o n c i e v a b l e t h a t a 
s t u d e n t w h o s e W i f e i s e a r n i n g £2,000 i s r e c e i v i n g £520 
w h e r e a s a f e m a l e s t u d e n t w h o s e h u s b a n d i s e a r n i n g £1600 
g e t s o n l y £295. It m u s t b e a g r e e d t h a t t h i s i s a n u n j u s t a n d 
i n t o l e r a b l e s i t u a t i o n . 

(3) P o s t g r a d u a t e a w a r d s — T h e s e a w a r d s d o a f f ec t a 
g r e a t n u m b e r o f t h e s t u d e n t s o f t h i s c o l l e g e , a n d a s s u c h 
w i l l p r o b a b l y b e o f g r e a t i n t e r e s t . In b r i e f , a s a n u n d e r 
g r a d u a t e , a p e r s o n i s g e t t i n g a b o u t £15 p e r w e e k t o l i v e o n 
d u r i n g t e r m t i m e , b u t o n c e h e b e c o m e s q u a l i f i e d , m o r e 
m a t u r e , a n d a l s o g a i n s m o r e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y a s a p o s t g r a d u 
a t e , h i s g r a n t i s s l a s h e d f r o m £15 p e r w e e k t o a p a l t r y 
£13.40 p e r w e e k . In a n y o n e ' s b o o k s t h i s i s n o l e s s t h a n 
a n i n s u l t t o t h e a m o u n t o f s t u d y w h i c h t h e p e r s o n h a s 
a l r e a d y d o n e d u r i n g h i s t i m e i n c o l l e g e . 

A n o t h e r v e r y r e a l p r o b l e m W i t h t h e p o s t g r a d u a t e g r a n t 
f o r L o n d o n s c h o l a r s i s t h a t t h e r e i s a b s o l u t e l y n o w e i g h t i n g 
t o a c c o u n t f o r t h e f a c t t h a t t h e p e r s o n w i l l h a v e t o p a y a n 
I n c r e a s e o f a b o u t 50 p e r c e n t o n f o o d p r i c e s o v e r a l l , 100 
p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e i n t r a v e l l i n g , a n d a l s o a b o u t 100 p e r c e n t 
i n c r e a s e i n t h e - c o s t o f a c c o m m o d a t i o n . A l t h o u g h t n e 
U n d e r g r a d u a t e s u m o f £40 d o e s n o t g o v e r y f a r i n t h i s 
p r e s e n t d a y a n d a g e , a t l e a s t it s h o w s t h a t t h e D . E . S . h a v e 
p u t s o m e t h o u g h t i n t o t h e w a y in w h i c h t h e y a s s e s s t h e 
U n d e r g r a d u a t e g r a n t , w h e r e a s t h i s t h o u g h t s e e m s t o b e 
l a c k i n g f r o m t h e P o s t g r a d u a t e s . 

T h e f i n a l , o r a t l e a s t a n o t h e r o f t h e m a j o r a n o m a l i e s o f 
t h e G r a n t s a w a r d i n g s y s t e m w h i c h I w o u l d l i k e t o d r a w 
y o u r a t t e n t i o n t o i s t h e s a m e o n e a s t h e R e c t o r m e n t i o n e d 
i n h i s s p e e c h o n C o m m e m o r a t i o n d a y , i e . t h e f a c t t h a t t h e 
b a s i c u n d e r g r a d u a t e g r a n t i s a t p r e s e n t a t l e a s t £100 l e s s 
t h a n it s h o u l d b e . I r e a l i s e t h a t m a n y o f u s h a v e s u r v i v e d 
o n t h i s b a s i c g r a n t f o r t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s , b u t I a m s u r e 
t h a t w e w o u l d a l l a d m i t t h a t a n i n c r e a s e o f £100 i n t h e 
G r a n t w h i c h w e r e c e i v e w o u l d I m p r o v e o u r s t a n d a r d o f 
l i v i n g t o p u t u s m o r e t o w a r d s t h a t f r a m e o f m i n d w h i c h i s 
c o n d u c i v e t o w o r k . It i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t e v e n S i r 
B r i a n s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h i s i n c r e a s e W o u l d p u t u s b a c k to t h e 
l e v e l a t w h i c h t h e g r a n t w a s i n 1962 . 

A l l t h e a b o v e a r e r e a s o n s w h y I t h i n k t h a t Y O U s h o u l d 
s u p p o r t O U R R e n t S t r i k e . Y o u m a y a s k " W h y a R e n t S t r i k e 
in s u p p o r t o f a G r a n t s c a m p a i g n ? ? " W e l l , I w i l l t e l l y o u . 
T h i s R e n t S t r i k e w h i c h w i l l b e c o n t r o l l e d b y t h e s t u d e n t s 
i n r e s i d e n c e t h e m s e l v e s , i s o n e o f t h e o n l y w a y s i n w h i c h 
a l a r g e m a j o r i t y o f o u r s t u d e n t s c a n s h o w w h a t t h e y f e e l 
a b o u t t h e G r a n t s c a m p a i g n . T h i s e x p r e s s i o n o f o u r f e e l i n g s 
W i l l b o t h b e m e a n i n g f u l , a n d a l s o w i l l be a m e a n s o f c a m 
p a i g n i n g w i t h o u t d i r e c t l y a f f e c t i n g t h e c o l l e g e . I h a v e b e e n 
t o l d t h a t p r o v i d e d t h e r e s i d e n t s g i v e o v e r t h e m o n e y t o t h e 
c o l l e g e a s s o o n a s t h e R e n t S t r i k e i s o v e r t h e n t h e c o l l e g e 
w i l l f e e l v e r y l i t t l e a d v e r s e e f f e c t . 

F r o m a c l o s e e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n s w h i c h h a v e 
b e e n d r a w n u p o f t h e T e n a n t s A s s o c i a t i o n a n d a l s o the 
R e n t s t r i k e f u n d , lit l is o b v i o u s t h a t t h e p e o p l e w h o w i l l b e 
c o n t r o l l i n g t h e m o n e y a r e t h e p e o p l e w h o a c t u a l l y l i v e i n 
t h e r e s i d e n c e , a n d n o m i n o r i t y g r o u p s b e t h e y r i g h t w i n g 
o r l e f t w i n g w i l l i n a n y w a y foe a b l e t o i n f l u e n c e t h e d e 
c i s i o n s o f t h e R e n t s t r i k e T e n a n t s A s s o c i a t i o n . T h e r e a s o n 
t h a t t h e c o n t r o l M U S T s t a y i n t h e h a n d s o f t h e S t r i k e r s i s 
s o t h a t N O - O N E c a n t e l l t h e m w h a t t o d o , a n d w h e n t h e y 
d e c i d e t h a t t h e y w a n t t o c a l l off t h e s t r i k e t h e n t h e y w i l l 

b e a t p e r f e c t l i b e r t y t o d o s o . 

It h a s b e e n s a i d t h a t t h e D . E . S . a l r e a d y k n o w s w h a t the 
s t u d e n t s o f t h i s c o u n t r y r e a l l y d o t h i n k a b o u t (the G r a n t s 
s y s t e m , a n d t h a t n o t h i n g w h i c h w e c a n d o w i l l c h a n g e w h a t 
t h e y t h i n k o n e b i t . B u t t h e p o i n t i s t h a t I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e h a s 
N E V E R t a k e n a n y k i n d o f s u c c e s s f u l a c t i o n o n t h e p r o b l e m 
o f G r a n t s , a n d t h u s s u c c e s s f u l a c t i o n o f t h i s t y p e w o u l d 
h a v e a n e v e n g r e a t e r e f f ec t t h a n i f w e h a d b e e n d o i n g t h i s 
t y p e o f t h i n g e v e r y w e e k f o r the p a s t t w o y e a r s . S i r B r i a n 
h a s a s k e d u s t o m a k e o u r a c t i o n s r e a s o n a b l e a n d a l s o s e n 
s i b l e , a n d t h i s i s I t h i n k e x a c t l y w h a t w e a r e d o i n g in t h i s 
c a s e , a n d I w o u l d h o p e t h a t S i r B r i a n s e e s it a s s u c h . 

W h a t I h o p e t o d o o n c e t h e R e n t S t r i k e h a s b e g u n i s t o 
w r i t e t o S i r B r i a n a s k i n g h i m to s e n d a l e t t e r t o M r s . T h a t 
c h e r i n t h e D . E . S . a s k i n g he r to e x p l a i n the i n a d e q u a c i e s a s 
w e s e e Itfoem, a n d a s k i n g he r w h a t a c t i o n s h e i s p r o p o s i n g 
to t a k e d u r i n g t h e c o m i n g s e s s i o n . H o p e f u l l y w i t h t h e b a c k 
i n g o f t h e U n i o n b e h i n d h t m , t h e n t h e a c t i o n w h i c h S i r 
B r i a n m a y t a k e c o u l d p o s s i b l y h a v e a g r e a t e r e f f ec t u p o n 
t h e d e c i s i o n s m a d e by t h e D . E . S . 

T h e r e a r e o b v i o u s l y m a n y m o r e , q u e s t i o n s w h i c h n e e d 
t o b e a n s w e r e d a b o u t t h e r e n t s t r i k e , e i t h e r t o c l a r i f y w h a t 
i s h a p p e n i n g o r t o m e r e l y t r y t o p u l l t h e w h o l e t h i n g t o 
p i e c e s . M a y I s u g g e s t t h a t if y o u h a v e a n y s p e c i f i c q u e s 
t i o n s , c o u l d y o u p l e a s e a d d r e s s t h e m t o e i t h e r T r e v P h i l l i p s 
o r t o m e , a n d tf (there i s s u f f i c i e n t i n t e r e s t i n a n y o f t h e 
Ha l l ' s o r h o u s e s , e i t h e r o n e w a y o r t h e o t h e r , t h e n y o u 
c o u l d p e r h a p s t r y to g e t y o u r W a r d e n o r o n e of t h e s u b -
w a r d e n s t o a r r a n g e a m e e t i n g o f t h e H a l l / H o u s e r e s i d e n t s 
e i t h e r t o w a r d s t h e e n d o f t h i s t e r m o r a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f 
n e x t t e r m , o r e v e n b o t h i f y o u l i k e , t o w h i c h w e c o u l d 
c o m e a l o n g a n d t r y t o c l a r i f y a n y p o i n t s w h i c h y o u w a n t 
t o r a i s e . 

P L E A S E s u p p o r t t h e r e n t s t r i k e , a s t h e o n l y w a y i n w h i c h 
ft c a n b e m a d e t o b e a n y t h i n g o f a s u c c e s s i s t o g e t e v e r y 
o n e i n o n i t . If o n l y a f e w p e o p l e c o m e o u t o n s t r i k e , t h e n 
i t i s n o t w o r t h h a v i n g , b u t i f t h e m a j o r i t y s u p p o r t t h e 
s t r i k e , t h e n w e h a v e a g o o d c h a n c e o f a i r i n g o u r v i e w s , a n d 
d o i n g o u r b i t t o t r y a n d p u t t h e G r a n t s s y s t e m b a c k o n t h e 
r o a d W h i c h 1 a m s u r e i t w a s o r i g i n a l l y d e s i g n e d t o f o l l o w . 

S U P P O R T T H E R E N T S T R I K E / S U P P O R T T H E G R A N T S 
C A M P A I G N . 

I T ' S E A S Y ? IT H A R M S N O - O N E ? i f M E R E L Y M A K E S 
A P O I N T V E R Y C L E A R L Y . 

P l e a s e h e l p u s t o h e l p y o u . 

SOC soc 
calls for mass UGMS. 

S i r , — 1 w o u l d l ike to 
correc t ce r ta in fac t ions 
of stuWents w h o are sug
ges t ing that S o c . S o c . 
wan t s inquorate unrepre
sentat ive U G M ' s to man
oeuvre the mee t ing to 
their o w n advantage . 
These peop le are creat
ing a genera l f ee l ing 
that the un i on is s i m p l y 
a p la t f o rm for the left 
w i n g i n IC. P l ease note 
that two m e m b e r s of 
S o c . S o c . w e r e r e spon 
s i b l e for d i s t r i bu t i ng 
leaf lets , a d v e r t i s i n g the 
last U G M t h r o u g h the 
p h y s i c s depar tments a n d 
re fector ies , in an effort 
to ge t peop le to c o m e 
a l ong and express their 
o p i n i o n . 

W h a t any un i on wan ts 
to ach i eve is t o get s tu 
dents t o t u r n up to 
U G M ' s to prov ide a 
bas i s for cons t ruc t i v e 
c r i t i c i s m of any mot i on 

put f o r w a r d a n d to a i m 
for a better unde r s t and 
ing of the i ssues i n 
vo l v ed , to get a broader 
f ounda t i on for in i t i a t ing 
an improvemen t in s t u 
dent l i fe in its w i d e s t 
context . T h o s e ideas a r e 
in to ta l i ty para l l e l to the 
a i m of S o c . S o c . a n d 
isn ' t th is w h a t ' every 
s tudent wan t s the un i on 
to b e ? 

A n y member of the 
un ion c an put f o rward a 
mot i on , th i s mo t i on be
ing a c c e p t e d at the d i s 
c re t i on of the c h a i r m a n . 
I hope that many more 
peop le a t t end t h e 
U G M ' s in future to vote 
on the i s sues w h i c h are 
of very i m p o r t a n t rele
vance to the i r l i fe in this 
co l l ege . 

J . D . T H O M A S 
P h y s i c s 

(Soc . S o c . member ) 
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LETTERS 
M i s c o n c e p t i o n s 

S i r , 
M a y I a t t empt to c o r 

rect s o m e of t h e m i s c o n 
cep t i ons w h i c h J o c k 
V e a l l s e e m s t o have 
about t h e C h r i s t i a n s 
(members of ' G o d S o c ' ) 
in co l l e ge . M r . V e a l l 
s e e m s t o b e u n d e r t h e 
i m p r e s s i o n tha t w e are 
moun t ing a n an t i - Soc . 
S o c . c a m p a i g n ; j u d g i n g 
by the w a y h e ex t o l l ed 
t h e beaut ies of s o c i a l i s m 
in h is let ter (Fe l i x , 20 
N o v e m b e r ) . 

The a ims of ch r i s t i ans 
are not to p romote a n y 
p o l i t i c a l p h i l o s o p h y , 
cap i t a l i s t , c o m m u n i s t or 
Otherwise , but to p r o 
c l a i m J e s u s C h r i s t i n a l l 
a reas of c o l l e g e l i f e . In 
the s a m e w a y J e s u s h i m 
sel f w a s more c o n c e r n 
e d about t e l l i n g p eop l e 
of G o d than ilea d i n g 
t h e m iin wa r aga ins t the 
R o m a n s , m u c h to the 
di ^appo in tment o f t h e 
J e w s . 

In t e l l ing th is m e s s a g e 
the ch r i s t i an needs t o be 
invo l v ed i n w h a t 'is g o i n g 
on a r o u n d h i m , one d o e s 
not w a n t t o b e " s o 
heaven ly m i n d e d a s to 
be no earthly u s e " . T h i s 
enta i ls p l ay ing a part , t o 
a greater or lesser ex
tent in the U n i o n , a n d 
here one expresses one ' s 
o w n ideas about w h a t is 
best , wha t eve r they m a y 
be. I a m sure M r . V e a l l 
w o u l d not d i s c o u r a g e 
s u c h invo l vement . 

F i n a l l y , I w o u l d l i k e 
to c o m m e n t on M r . 
V e a l l ' s rather l o n g w i n d -
ed and p h i l o s o p h i c a l a r 
guments on m a n ' s b a s i c 
r i ghts . If h e W i shes t o 
look at m a n in th is pes 
s i m i s t i c w a y , With no 
e c o n o m i c o r s o c i a l r ights 
a l l r ight tha t is up to 
h i m . There is one b a s i c 
r ight however , w h i c h 
m a n has d e n i e d h i m s e l f , 
th is is the r i gh t to eter
na l l i fe w i t h h i s c r ea to r . 

Tha t m a n w a s c r ea t ed 
w i t h th is r ight , that h e 
lost it t h rough o f f end ing 
G o d , and that J e s u s d i e d 

so that men m i g h t rega in 
l i fe i s w h a t the ch r i s t i an 
(who h a s r e d i s c o v e r e d 
th is life) w i s h e s to pro
c l a i m . A very pos i t i v e 
message . 

Ph i l W i n n . 
E d ' s no te : Co r r e spon 

dence o n t h i s k i n d o f u n 
sc i ent i f i c leve l i s c l o s e d . 

Turbigo Soc. 
S i r , 

W e feel w e mus t p ro 
test that hereunto for n o 
m e n t i o n has appeared in 
your e rud i t e c o l u m n s o f 
the n e w l y f o rmed K i d 
ney Turfoigo Soc i e t y . 
T h i s lis a s a d m i s d e 
meanour on y o u r par t , 
a n d m u s t be r e m e d i e d 
immed i a t e l y . 

Fo r the in fo rmat i on of 
your ' i l lus t r ious r eade r s 
the first s e eds o f t h i s u n 
p r eceden t ed a m a l g a m a 
t i on o f k i d n e y c o n n o i s 
seurs we r e soon in B a s i l 
Street S W 3 o n T u e s d a y 
last . A f t e r b u t t w o h o u r s 
it w a s a th r i v ing o r gan i s 
a t i on of q u a d r o p h o n i c 
d i m e n s i o n s . 

T o exemp l i f y our as 
p i ra t i ons , he re i s a br i e f 
s ynops i s o f the Turfoigo-
ist m a n i f e s t o : " . . . w e 
sha l l no t cease our b i t 
ter s t rugg l e aga ins t 
a n t i - T u r b i g o i s m , unt i l the 
d e l i c i o u s a roma o f the 
a f o r esa id savoury d e l i c 
a c y pervades every nook 
a n d c ranny i n the c i v i l i s 
ed w o r l d (and Neas -
d e n ) . " 

A s for f o r thcoming 
events , w e are cur ren t l y 
p l a n n i n g severa l w i n e 
and Turb i go even ings , a 
ser ies of l e c tu r e s , f i lms 
a n d d i s c u s s i o n s en t i t l ed 
" T u r b i g o i s m Leads the 
W a y " , a n d , o f course , 
our A n n u a l D inne r 
(menu to b e p u b l i s h e d 
later ) . 

N o w y o u h a v e go t the 
facts stra ight , w e a n t i c i 
pate your fu l l suppor t . 

Y o u r s fa i th fu l l y , 
Y e n d i k Og ib ru t 
( C h a i r m a n ) . 

K i d n e y Tu rb i g o 
Soc i e t y Headquar t e r s , 
P r i n c e Conso r t R o a d . 

RAILWAY SOCIETY 
Talk by Mr. F. Briggs on The 
South Eastern and Chatham 
Scene (with slides) 

Tues. 4th Dec. 5.40 p.m. 
M.E. 664 A l l welcome 

Student Counsellor 
Af t e r a fa i r l y gent l e run- in o n a t w o days a 

week b a s i s I sha l l foe t a k i n g u p the pos t of S tuden t 
C o u n s e l l o r f u l l J t l m e f r o m D e c e m b e r 3 r d . T h i s 
s e e m s a s g o o d a t i m e as any there fore to take 
advantage o f the Ed i t o r ' s inv i ta t i on to in t roduce 
myse l f t h rough these c o l u m n s . 

I h a v e just f in i shed five years on the staff of the 
W a t f o r d C o l l e g e of T e c h n o l o g y Where bes i d e s 
d o i n g a ce r ta in a m o u n t o f t e a c h i n g I d eve l oped 
and ran a s tudent c o u n s e l l i n g a n d we l f a re s e r v i c e . 
I hav e w o r k e d i n the Hosp i t a l S e r v i c e as a S o c i a l 
W o r k e r a n d , for a p e r i o d , a s a n admin i s t r a t o r , 
a n d I g radua ted at the L . S . E . w h e r e I w a s a " m a t 
u r e " s tudent f r o m 1 9 6 1 — 6 6 . I a m m a r r i e d Wi th 
t w o s m a l l c h i l d r e n . S o m u c h f o r the 'b iographica l 
de ta i l s . 

W h a t i s a S tuden t C o u n s e l l o r ? Those o f you 
Who k n e w m y p r edec e s so r , Bonney Hartnet t , W i l l 
o f c ourse have a fa i r i d e a a l r eady , but for those 
w h o d i d n ' t , a n d for first year s tudents I s h o u l d 
perhaps a t t empt s o m e sort o f de f in i t ion b e c a u s e 
it is far f r om se l f - ev ident . In the U . S . A . S tuden t 
C o u n s e l l i n g h a s been b i g bus iness for m a n y years 
and s o m e large un ive rs i t i e s h a v e e n o r m o u s C o u n 
s e l l i n g cen t res staffed by u p w a r d s of twen ty or 
th i r ty c o u n s e l l o r s , m o s t of W h o m w o u l d b e t r a ined 
p s y c h o l o g i s t s or psycho the rap i s t s . In Br i t a in the 
dev e l opmen t o f des i gna t ed c o u n s e l l i n g s e r v i c es tin 
ter t iary educa t i on has been m u c h m o r e cau t i ous 
a n d r ema ins very pa tchy . The r e i s no real c o n c e n 
sus a s t o w h a t " C o u n s e l l i n g " i s (even i n the 
text b o o k s ) , bu t two b r o a d t ru ths are e v i d e n t : — 

(a) There i s a g r o w i n g f e e l i ng In the e d u c a t i o n a l 
w o r l d that " C o u n s e l l i n g " s e r v i c es are a g o o d th ing 
to have , a n d (b) that C o u n s e l l o r s in th i s count ry 
t end to take a m u c h more p ragma t i c a p p r o a c h than 
their c o l l eagues i n the U . S . A . , f o r e xamp l e , w o u l d 
c ons i d e r appropr ia t e . 

M y o w n s tand is rough ly th i s . Everyone i n c l u d 
ing s tudents , hav e p r ob l ems , d i f f icul t ies a n d s t resses 
of one deg r ee or another i n h i s or her pe rsona l 

l i f e . Near l y a l w a y s w e e i ther reso lve t h e m o r learn 
to to le ra te t h e m as part of the no rma l fabr i c o f 
our l i v e s , and th e i d e a Of consu l t i ng a sa la r i ed 
" h e l p e r " s i m p l y d o e s not o c c u r to us . W e r ight ly 
keep th ings to ourse l v es , w e m i n d our o w n b u s i 
ness . Gene ra l l y speak ing , in other w o r d s , w e both 
pre fer a n d are ab le to cope Wi th the con t ingenc i e s 
of l i fe . It s e ems equa l l y o b v i o u s howeve r that there 
are o c c a s i o n s When our emot i ona l se l f -suf f ic iency, 
at l e a s t for a t ime , b r eaks d o w n , and w e become 
to s o m e extent d e p e n d e n t on the suppor t of other 
peop le . Be reavement is the mos t obv i ous and un i 
ve rsa l e xamp l e o f s u c h con t ingenc i e s . The c a u s e s 
of s u c h deb i l i t a t ing emo t i ona l s t ress m a y of course 
be m u c h l e s s d r a m a t i c t h a n that and may i n d e e d 
not foe ve ry obv i ous at alii, bu t i t is p r e c i s e l y In 
these c i r c u m s t a n c e s that a c o u n s e l l o r m a y foe use 
f u l . I d o not sugges t for a m o m e n t that even i n 
these c i r c u m s t a n c e s the C o u n s e l l o r is necessa r i l y 
the best or most appropr ia te pe rson to tu rn to , but 
he i s one of the peop le w h o m a y be ab l e to he lp . 

In a nutshe l l c o u n s e l l i n g Is cent ra l l y c o n c e r n e d 
w i t h h e l p i n g s tuden ts t o r ecogn ise a n d e x a m i n e 
p rob l ems w h i c h are g i v i n g r ise to d i s t r e s s , and 
poss i b l y a f fect ing the i r work , i n s u c h a w a y that 
they c an dea l w i t h i t for t h e m s e l v e s w i t h greater 
con f idence . It may invo l ve mee t ings ove r a fa i r l y 
long p e r i o d , or the contac t m a y foe qui te e p h e m e r a l . 
There i s no th ing mys t e r i ous , s in i s t e r o r m a g i c a l 
about the p rocess . 

In prac t i se of course 1 f requent ly see s tudents 
just o n c e — m a y b e to g i ve s o m e i n f o r m a t i o n o r t » 
sugges t s ome more appropr ia t e pe r son . In any c a s e 
the se rv i c e i s s t r i c t l y con f iden t i a l . 

If y o u w o u l d l ike to ta lk Ito m e my office lis a t 
the S t u d e n t Hea l th Cent re , 1 4 P r i n c e s Gardens . 
I a m ava i l ab l e d u r i n g no rma l off ice hours a n d c a n 
b e c o n t a c t e d d i r ec t o n Internal N u m b e r 4205; 
th rough the C o l l e g e m a i n s w i t c h b o a r d Ex tens i on 
1 8 9 3 ; o r th rough t h e Hea l th Cent re Recept i on is t , 
I opera te an appo in tment s y s t e m but Wi l l see any 
s tudent Wi thout an appo in tment on any g i v en day 
if there i s s o m e urgency , though t h i s m a y enta i l a 
short wa i t . 

Don Ad ling ton 

International Students' House 
229 Great Portland Street, 
London WI Tel. 636-9471 

Thursday, 20th December: 
7.00 p.m. Coffee Party in the bar lounge. 

7.30 p.m. "Sherlock Holmes" Aldwych Theatre 
Royal Shakespeare Company—tickets 35p 

Friday, 21st December: 
8.00 p.m. Xmas party and disco. Assembly 

Hall. 
Saturday, 22nd December: 

8.00 p.m. 'How to steal a diamond in four 
uneasy lessons' (Film) Assembly Hall 

Sunday, 23rd December: 
4.00 p.m. Candlelight tea party, carol singing 
and Christmas readings. Library 

Monday, 24th December: 
10.30 p.m. Wine and Cheese Party with music 
in the bar 

Tuesday, 25th December: 
12.00 for 1 p.m. Christmas lunch. Assembly Hall 
Cost 85p—must be booked before 21st Decem
ber 

Wednesday, 26th December: 
8.00 Gigi ' (Film) Assembly Hall 

Thursday, 27th December 
8.00 'Cinderella on Ice'. Empire Pool, Wembley 
Tickets 80p (reduced from 90p) 

Saturday, 29th December 
8.00 'The Burglars' (Film) Assembly Hall 

Monday, 31st December: 
10.00 p.m.—6.00 a.m. 'New Year's Eve Ball' . 
Tickets £ 1 in advance. £ 1 . 2 5 at the door 
Disco, Films, Bar, Erasmus choral group, car
toons. All are welcome 

For further information contact I.S.H. or Ida Glaser, 
Physics Room 1012e 

Lost and 
Found 

PROPERTY L O S T A N D 
F O U N D 

A l a rge number of ar 
t i c l es f o u n d on Co l l e g e 
p r e m i s e s are h a n d e d i n 
dur ing the course of a 
year to the S e c u r i t y Of
ficer. M o s t of these 
i tems c o u l d foe p r omp t l y 
res tored to the losers i f 
on ly they w o u l d take the 
t roub le to report the i r 
l o sses . P l ease c on tac t 
the Secur i t y Officer as 
above . 

PROPERTY F O U N D 
(1) A lad ies g o l d dress 
r ing . F o u n d in B i o - C h e 
m is t r y Depar tment . 
(2) A g o l d w e d d i n g r ing 
w i t h a name engraved 
on the inner C i rcumfer 
ence . 

Losers s h o u l d contac t 
the Secu r i t y Officer i n 
person or r ing Internal 
2 7 4 1 . 

C Y C L E T H E F T S 
S tuden t s a n d Staff a re 

r e m i n d e d of the n e e d 
to t ake spe c i a l care to 
protect the i r c y c l e s 
aga ins t the r i s k of theft 
When l eav ing t h e m on 

I the Co l l e g e c a m p u s . T h e 

m i n i m u m r e c o m m e n d e d 
p recaut i ons are to se
cure the c y c l e to s o m e 
part of the c y c l e rack 
w i th a s t rong c h a i n and 
a s tout pad l o ck . P l a s t i c 
c ove r ed me ta l c a b l e s se
c u r e d foy m i n i a t u r e p a d 
lock of the t ype s u p p l i e d 
by c y c l e dea l e r s are 
quite i nadequa t e a n d 
can eas i l y be c u t w i t h a 
pair of s t rong p l i e rs 
C y c l e owners are s t rong
l y a d v i s e d to i n s u r e the i r 
c y c l e s and to r eco rd the 
ser ia l n u m b e r s . 

T H E F T S GENERALLY 
O c c a s i o n a l the f ts of 

wa l l e t s and c a s h f r om 
jacke ts a n d handbags 
left i n una t t ended r o o m s , 
laborator ies etc . , c o n t i n 
ue to o c cu r . B o t h S t u d 
ents a n d staff can d « 
m u c h to prevent t h i s foy 
(a) Keep ing the i r v a l u 
ab les on the i r pe rsons or 
looked away , a n d 
(fo) b y cha l l eng ing any 
strange persons in b u i l d 
ings , r ooms , laborator
ies, etc. , w h o s e appear
ance or behav iour g i v es 
r ise to s u s p i c i o n . In s u c h 
cases the Secu r i t y Offi
cer s h o u l d foe c o n t a c t e d 
at once . 

Continued on page 5 
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H E A V E N L Y P O L E M I C S 
continued 

This week J o c k 
V e a l l l o o k s a t 
the historical 
roots of religion:-

The key ques t i on w h i c h unfor tunate ly A l a n S y r o p 
a n d M a u r i c e M o l o n e y fa i l to g rasp is wha t r e l i g i on 
i s and h o w it arose . 

Re l i g i on has evolved b ecause m a n c o u l d not ex
p l a in his ac tua l r e l a t i onsh ip to nature so he f inds 
h imse l f w i t h t h i s f an tas t i c f o rce o u t s i d e of h is c o n 
t r o l — t h a t i s the fundamenta l c on t r ad i c t i on be tween 
m a n a n d nature , m a n w a n t i n g to con t ro l nature but 
nature not w a n t i n g to be c o n t r o l l e d by m a n . H e n c e 
out of the ac tua l s o c i a l exper i ence o f h i s e x i s t i n g 
level o f c o n s c i o u s n e s s m a n pro jects t h i s f an tas t i c 
r e l a t i onsh ip w i t h supernatura l be ings b e c a u s e he 
cannot unde r s t and h i s e x i s t i ng r e l a t i onsh ip w i t h 
soc i e ty a n d nature , i.e. R E L I G I O N IS F A L S E 
C O N S C I O U S N E S S . 

Re l i g i on g i ves c onso l a t i on to i n d i v i d u a l s bu t 
g ives a f a l se purpose to m a n w h e n the a c tua l 
mater ia l re la t ions o f s o c i e t y are not u n d e r s t o o d . 
Hence re l i g i on does not have an i n d e p e n d e n t e x i s 
t ence f r om the rest of the s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c 
r e l a t i o n s — t h a t i s w h e n s o c i a l re la t ions change , 
r e l i g i ous be l i e f s change . T h e r ise of Chr i s t i an i t y 
w i th the fa l l o f the R o m a n Emp i r e , C a t h o l i c i s m 

arose w i t h f e u d a l i s m (the m a r a c h i c a l s t ructure of 
the ca tho l i c c h u r c h a l o n g w i t h its i deo logy re f lect 
the f euda l s o c i a l r e la t i ons ) , p ro t e s tan t i sm arose 
w i t h the e vo lu t i on of c a p i t a l i s m , Is lam w i t h the 
A s i a t i c m o d e of p r o d u c t i o n , p r im i t i v e r e l i g i ons in 
India reflect the l o ca l t r iba l f o rm of p r o d u c t i o n — 
T H A T IS R E L I G I O N C O R R E S P O N D S T O S O C I A L 
A N D E C O N O M I C C H A N G E . 

T h e key to u n d e r s t a n d i n g the Arab- I s rae l i con f l i c t 
f lows not f r om the r e l i g i ous d i f ferences ( J ews have 
l i v ed in ha rmony w i t h the A r a b Pa l e s t i n i an fo r hun 
dreds of year ) , the r e l i g i ous d i f ferences o n l y reflect 
the con f l i c t ing e c o n o m i c interests in the M i d d l e 
East pa r t i cu l a r l y A m e r i c a and W e s t Europe ' s i n 
terest in " s a f e g u a r d i n g " the ir o i l r esources . In 
Nor thern Ire land l i k ew i s e the two r e l i g i ons reflect 
mate r ia l interests the Pro tes tants hav ing cer ta in a d 
vantages over the C a t h o l i c s see the d e m a n d for 
c i v i l r ights as p o s in g a threat to the ir meagre p r i v i 
leges. B o t h A m e r i c a n i m p e r i a l i s m in the M i d d l e 
East and B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l i s m in I re land p lay on the 
r e l i g i ous d i f f e rences to encourage the d e e p e n i n g 
of the d i v i s i o n s a m o n g the masses so that no rea l 
threat is p o s e d t o the i r d o m i n a t i o n . 

Re l i g i ous p rac t i s e is not ' a p u b l i c e xp ress i on o f 
a p e r sons b e l i e f s ' (A . S y r o p ' s in terpre ta t ion o f re
l ig ion) but an ins t i tu t i on of the state i n i m p o s i n g 
the be l i e f s o f the ru l i n g c l a s s o n the m a s s e s . U n d e r 
f e u d a l i s m the a r i s t o c r a cy u s e d the C a t h o l i c C h u r c h 
t o i m p o s e the be l i e f s of the a r i s tocra ts o n the pea
sants a n d se r f s . U n d e r c a p i t a l i s m the cap i t a l i s t 
c l a s s l i k ew i s e use the c h u r c h (Protestant ) to i m 
pose its be l i e f s on the w o r k i n g c l a s s , e.g. C a l v i n 
i s m p r eaches that w o r k e r s s h o u l d wo rk harder (so 
that the emp loye r s c a n make more prof i t ) . H i t l e r re
c o g n i s e d the role of the c h u r c h very w e l l , one of 
h is first ac ts on c o m i n g to powe r w a s to s t r eng 
then the hand of the c h u r c h , so as to s t rengthen the 

state in i m p o s i n g the be l ie fs of the cap i t a l i s t c l a s s 
on the w o r k i n g c l a s s . Re l i g i on is used as the o p i u m 
o f the m a s s e s — i t covers the cha ins that ha rness 
the o p p r e s s e d w i t h f lowers . It is in th is s ense tha t 
on l y pr ivate e xp r e s s i on of r e l i g i ous be l i e f s s h o u l d 
be a l l o w e d , re l i g ious ins t i tu t ions s h o u l d be s m a s h e d 
a l ongs i d e a l l the other ins t i tu t ions of the b o u r g e o i s 
state. 

A s man ga ins an unde r s t and ing of h i s r e l a t i o n 
sh ips to nature the need for r e l i g i on is e r o d e d 
away . A f t e r a s o c i a l i s t r evo lu t ion he s h o u l d be able) 
to p rac t i s e his r e l i g i on if he s t i l l fee ls the n e e d 
but r e l i g i on s h o u l d not be used as a repress ive i n 
s t i tu t ion aga ins t the masses . 

It is a p i t y that S y r o p has to restort to mumfoo 
jumbo rather than answer the ques t i on that i f 
M a u r i c e M a l o n e y , A . Sy rop , D. J a m e s and o the r 
G o d S o c . peop le s e r i ous about the c o n c e r n a n d 
f r e edom then they w o u l d suppor t the c a m p a i g n fo r 
the re lease o f Ivan Dzyuba and V y a c h e s l o v C h o r -
n o u i l , t w o R u s i s a n s o c i a l i s t s f r o m p r i s o n . A m o n g s t 
other c a m p a i g n s they s h o u l d suppor t w o u l d be 
fight the fight aga int r a c i s m and par t i cu la r l y aga ins t 
the Na t i ona l Front . The c o n c l u s i o n w h i c h m u s t b e 
d r a w n is the i r super f i c ia l i t y of their so c a l l e d ' c o n 
c e r n ' for their f e l l o w men . Even the c h u r c h conn-
m i s s i o n (an ins t i tut ion of the state w h i c h i n v e s t s 
the c h u r c h ' s m o n e y in t h e proper ty market ) s h o w e d 
w h o s e s i d e i t is on last w e e k w h e n i t sent 2 5 
bai l i f fs a n d 5 0 po l i c e round to the i r proper t ies i n 
F o r m o s a Street , No r th K e n s i n g t o n a n d th rew the 
o ccupan ts in to the street. The net resul t a n e x t r a 
2 0 home l e s s . 

J O C K V E A L U 

E d ' s note : Ivan Dzyuba has been re l eased f r o m 
p r i s o n , c l a i m e d th e U k r a i n i a n Wr i t e r s U n i o n on t h a 
9 th Novembe r . 

I N T E R - A C T I O N 
launch new c o m m u n i t y bus 

scheme: " n o set hire c h a r g e " 
Inter-Act ion Trus t , the 

Ken t i sh T o w n c o m m u n i t y 
arts g roup , has announ 
ced the ir latest pro ject . 
Ano the r doub l e -decke r 
bus w i l l j o in the T r u s t ' s 
fleet of buses w h i c h 
br ing r esources to w h e r e 
they are mos t n e e d e d in 
the c o m m u n i t y . Inter-
A c t i o n ' s other b u s e s i n 
c lude the F u n A r t B u s 
and a p re -schoo l p lay
group bus . 

The C o m m u n i t y B u s 
C o . is the sma l l e s t fleet 
in the country be ing just 
one bus . Or i g ina l l y , the 
name of the " c o m p a n y " 
was to be the C a m d e n 
C o m m u n i t y B u s C o . 
A f ter l eng thy d i s c u s s i o n 
members of Inter -Act ion 
d e c i d e d that w h i l s t it 
w o u l d ma in l y be used 
for C a m d e n G r o u p s , it 
s h o u l d be ava i l ab l e t o 
ne i ghbour ing boroughs 
as w e l l . The w o r d 
" C a m d e n " in the t i t le 
might have prevented 
others f rom us ing it. 

The bus is f itted w i t h 
a s ink unit , a to i le t , a 3 0 
ga l l on wa t e r tank, a 
heater for s ta t ionary use 
and shor t l y w i l l be fitted 
w i th a 2 4 0 V ma ins uni t . 

A t present it has seat
ing for 7 4 adu l t s , 4 4 up
sta irs and 3 0 d o w n 
s ta i rs . Unde r cer ta in 

c o n d i t i o n s , s u c h as a 
w e e k ' s book ing , the 
seats o n the upper d e c k 
m a y be taken out a n d 
carpe t f itted o n the f loor 
so that it may be used as 
a r o om for s l e ep ing , e tc . 
The ma ins uni t w o u l d be 
ab le to supp l y pro jec tors , 
T V , and va r i ous e l ec t ro 
n i c equ ipment tha t 
peop le may w i s h to use 
on o r near the b u s . 

The bus w i l l be a v a i l 
ab le to bona fide c o m 
muni t y g roups , t enants 
and res idents a s s o c i a 
t i ons a n d vo luntary or
gan i sa t i ons . T h e pro ject 
is under the d i r e c t i on o f 
T o n y J a m e s and T e d 
Leyh w h o w i l l be hand 
l ing requests at Inter-
A c t i o n . G roups w i l l be 
ab le to use the bus for 
t r ips , out ings , and c a m p 
ing ventures . There is no 
set hire charge , a l 
though the Trust r eckons 
that dona t i ons w i l l be re
qu i r ed to keep the bus 
runn ing . 

Ed Be rman , d i rec tor 
of Inter -Act ion, c o m m e n 
ted on the p rob l em of 
c o m m u n i t y t ransport : 
" W e have h a d l i tera l ly 
hundreds of requests 
f rom groups over the 
years for t ranspor t f a c i 
l i t i es . P r e v i ous l y w e 
c o u l d ful f i l these re

quests on ly o c ca s i on a l l y , 
because of ou r l a c k of 
r esources . S i n c e th is 
new b u s w a s dona t ed , 
w e hope it w i l l answe r 
a l o t more o f the n e e d . 
C o m m e r c i a l buses are 
too expens i v e for c o m 
mun i t y g r o u p s . D o n a 
t i ons of about ha l f the 
c o m m e r c i a l c o s t s w o u l d 
enab le us to run the bus 
proper ly . 

" W e hope that some
day an ac t i on g roup 
or f edera t ion of g roups 
in C a m d e n w i l l f o rm to 
take over the o w n e r s h i p 
and r e spons ib i l i t y of t h i s 
bus and o thers l ike it. 
Then the c o m m u n i t y 
w o u l d t ru ly be p r o v i d i n g 
a lot of its o w n resources 
and manag ing them dir
ec t l y as w e l l . It is one of 
our bas i c purposes to 
have the bus and other 
resources con t ro l l ed by 
a separate l oca l manage
ment c ommi t t e e w h i c h 
br ings together a l o t of 
g r o u p s . " 

Inter-Action live at 

14 Talacre Road, 

London NW5 3 PE. 

Telephone 267-1422 

V 

€ A B 
Thurs., 6th Dec. "The Music Lovers" 

lOp M.E. 220 

Sat, 8th Dec. LINDISFARNE 

and CLAIRE HAMELL 

70p in advance IC student, Great Hall | 

I 
Thurs. 10th or Sat. 12th Jan. for only 15p.| 

G I M M E S H E L T E R (Rol l ing Stones) & | 

M O N T E R E Y P O P I 

XMAS TOPIC 
Did you miss the Rag Procession? 
Did you miss the LF. Disco? 
Did you miss Tariq's naughty bits almost on 
display with the stripper at the RCS Smoking 
Cone rt — If you did or didn't now's the 
chance to capture those golden moments of 
Rag week in Xmas Topic this Friday. Just sit 
in front of or.e of the tellies in the J.C.R. 
Southsfde or Belt lounge at I p.m. or 6 p.m. 
turn to STOIC, sit back and revel 
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DEATH OF AN INNOVATION 
Prof. Laithwaite's tracked hovercraft "consigned to the 

With r ecen t w o r l d e v en t s b r i n g i n g 
the t e rm " e n e r g y c r i s i s " f r om the 
rea lm of the s ta t i s t i c i an to imp inge 
d i r e c t l y u p o n p u b l i c c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
a n d t ranspor t , the inev i t ab l e future 
po tent ia l of e l e c t r i c a l p o w e r ' a n d 
t rac t i on h a s b e e n heav i l y u n d e r l i n e d . 
T h e day w h e n to trave l by a i r o n e 
may have to c r o s s the A t l an t i c , a l l 
i n t e rna l f l i ghts h a v i n g b e e n r e p l a c e d 
by h i g h ' s p e e d s u r f a c e t ranspor t , is 
not so d i s tan t a s p o l i t i c i a n s a n d 

• e c o n o m i s t s w o u l d l i ke to be l i e v e . 

T h i s is the v i ew of P r o f e s s o r E r i c 
La i thwa i t e , H e a d of the Imper ia l 
C o l l e g e H e a v y E l e c t r i c a l Depar t 
ment a n d c h a m p i o n of l inear mo to r 
r e s e a r c h a n d d e v e l o p m e n t a s the 
on ly c o n t e n d i n g s o lu t i on to th i s 
p r o b l e m in B r i t a i n today . 

In 1948, P r o f e s s o r La i thwa i t e res
u r r e c t e d the c o n c e p t of a mo to r that 
e s s en t i a l l y is a n u n r o l l e d a n d ex t en 
d e d v e r s i o n of the rotary e l e c t r i c a l 
mo to r c o m m o n l y k n o w n to us today . 
P r o d u c i n g s t ra ight l ine mo t i on wi th 
no m o v i n g par ts , c r a n k s or g ea r s , 
r e c o r d s s h o w that the M a y o r of 
P i t t s b u r g c o n s t r u c t e d a l inear 
mo to r a s far b a c k a s 1890! Th i r ty 
y ea r s after p r e l i m i n a r y m o d e l s were 
b j i l t at M a n c h e s t e r Un i ve rs i t y , Pro
f esso r La i thwa i t e a n d h i s f e l l ow re
s e a r c h e r s , hav e p r o d u c e d a n en 
t i re ly r evo lu t i onary c o n c e p t in sur 
face t rave l b a s e d o n the i r " s i n g l e 
s i d e d t r a n s v e r s e f lux l i nea r m o t o r . " 
T h e s y s t e m c o p e s wi th every face t 
of a future h i gh s p e e d t r anspo r t net
work ; p r o p u l s i o n i s p r o d u c e d w i th 
n o m e c h a n i c a l o r e l e c t r i c a l c o n n e c 
t i ons a n d there fo re very l itt le f r ic
t ion , l ev i ta t ion i s p r o d u c e d by m a g 
ne t i c s u s p e n s i o n , b r a k i n g is a n in 
t eg ra l part of the p r o p u l s i o n uni t a n d 
the s y s t e m is sel f g u i d i n g . W h e n 
c o m p a r e d wi th a l t e rna t i v e s c h e m e s 
u n d e r d e v e l o p m e n t e m p l o y i n g 
w h e e l s o n ra i l s , a n d hov e r c u s h i o n s 
for s u s p e n s i o n w i th e v en a i r - s c r e w s 
a n d r o c k e t s for p r o p u l s i o n , it c a m e 
a s a major s u r p r i s e w h e n p l a n s to 
c l o s e the p ro j ec t test s i te at E a r i t h , 
C a m b r i d g e s h i r e w e r e a n n o u n c e d 
ear ly th is year . 

Export 
T h e r e a s o n b e h i n d t h i s d e c i s i o n 

s e e m s i l l -de f ined bu t r es t s o n o n e 
e x p l a n a t i o n by the M i n i s t e r for A e r o 
s p a c e a n d S h i p p i n g , M r . Hese l t i n e , 
that the c o n c e i v e d l i n ea r mo to r t ra in 
s e r v i c e , g i v i n g s p e e d s of 300 m.p .h . 
o n ma in l ine routes , o f fered " . . . n o 
c o m m e r c i a l use for ' that v e h i c l e ' in 
the U n i t e d K i n g d o m w i th in the next 
f i fteen y e a r s . " T h e M i n i s t e r not on l y 
s e e m e d u n w i l l i n g to f o r e cas t what 
B r i t a i n ' s t r anspo r t n e e d s w o u l d be 
after that p e r i o d but d i d not refer to 
the o n e f ie ld that mos t s u i t e d the 
l i nea r m o t o r e d s y s t e m s e r v i c e cha r 
a c t e r i s t i c : expor t . 

W h a t th i s s y s t e m of fered in e xpo r t 
po t en t i a l w a s the o p p o r t u n i t y of s e l l 
ing a B r i t i s h s y s t e m to l ink up West 
e r n E u r o p e be f o re r ival p r o j e c t s u n 
de r s tudy in o ther E u r o p e a n c o u n 
tr ies r e a c h the s tage of p e r f e c t i o n 
to offer v i ab l e a l t e rna t i v es . 

W h e n M r . M a r s h , H e a d of B r i t i s h 
R a i l s a i d in 1972 " W e k n o w a n awfu l 
lot abou t w h e e l s a n d a lot a b o u t 
t r a ck a n d t r a c k m a i n t e n a n c e . . . a 
ra ther bet ter p r o p o s i t i o n t h a n bank 
ing o n s o m e t h i n g a b o u t w h i c h w e 
k n o w v i r tua l l y n o t h i n g , " h e a v o i d e d 
the m o r e l i ke l y s t u m b l i n g b l o c k to 
the s c h e m e . R e c e n t l y the H e a d of 
B r i t i s h R a i l ' s r e s e a r c h a n d dev e l op 
ment d i v i s i o n , Dr . S y d n e y J o n e s , put 
h i s f inger n e a r e r to the t ruth w h e n he 
s ta ted that r e s t r i c t i o n s o n h i g h s p e e d 
t r a ins d o not l ie in the t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
d i f f i cu l t i es a l o n e . T h e m a i n p r o b l e m 
w a s to b u i l d fas ter t r a i n s that c o u l d 
c o p e w i th the e x c e s s i v e c u r v i n g of 

industrial waste bin 
ex i s t i n g rai l t r a c k s . W h i l s t B r i t i s h 
R a i l d e v e l o p m e n t s e e k s to w o r k 
w i th in the c o n f i n e s of p r e s en t fac i l i 
t ies , by de f in i t i on , a l i n ea r -mo to r ed 
t ra in w o u l d invo l ve c o l o s s a l e x p e n d i 
ture in t r a c k r e p l a c e m e n t , e s s en t i a l l y 
a l o n g i d e n t i c a l r ou tes . A l t h o u g h 
" w h e e l s on r a i l s " t r a ins w o u l d bene 
fit f r om a t r a c k s t r a i g h t e n i n g pro 
g r a m m e , they a r e consent to l ive 
w i th in the p r e s en t r e s t r i c t i ons , s o 
o f fer ing a far c h e a p e r shor t t e rm in
ves tment . 

W a s t e b i n 
A n d so f ive a n d a qua r t e r m i l l i on 

p o u n d s a n d thirty y e a r s of r e s e a r c h 
a n d d e v e l o p m e n t we r e c c n ~ : g n e d to 
t h s i ndus t r i a l w a s t e b in in F e b r u a r y 

e s e have s ta r t ed c o n s t r u c t i n g a sys
t em they mus t s o o n f ind to be far 
too cos t l y to b e p r a c t i c a b l e . Never
the l e s s , in the l ight of the new, c l o s e r 
E u r o p e , h i g h - s p e e d s u r f a c e t rans 
port mus t c o m e to f ru i t ion be fore the 
turn of the c en tu r y . D e s p i t e the i r 
t e m p o r a r y s e t b a c k , the B r i t i s h t e a m 
c o m e out in a far s t r onge r p o s i t i o n 
than c o u l d be p r e d i c t e d , s i m p l y d u e 
to a s e r i e s of patent a n d l i c e n s i n g 
s h i e l d s that wi l l e f fect ive ly g i ve the i r 
c o m p e t i t o r s no op t i on but to s e e k 
to buy m a n u f a c t u r i n g r i ghts . A g a i n 
th i s h a s b e e n a c h i e v e d not by the 
g r a n d r e s e a r c h e s at the Ea r i th test 
t r a ck but by r a d i c a l thought , a l itt le 
l uck , h a r d graft a n d y e a r s of e x p e r i 
e n c e by the r e s e a r c h e r s w o r k i n g at 

Professor Eric Laithwaite behind a tracked hovercraft display model 
(picture by courtesy of Malcolm McNeil l , Daily Mirror). 

th is year . T h e pro j ec t h a d a l w a y s 
b e e n f i gh t ing for money , f o rmer ly 
f r om the r e s t r i c t ed p o c k e t s of the 
N a t i o n a l R e s e a r c h a n d D e v e l o p m e n t 
C o r p o r a t i o n . T h i s body , w h o s e tota l 
r e s o u r c e s a r e l im i t ed to a b o r r o w i n g 
c e i l i n g of fifty m i l l i on p o u n d s , is to
ta l l y i n a d e q u a t e to s p a w n the four 
h u n d r e d or s o p r o j e c t s it h a s to in
ves t i ga t e every year . Wh i l s t the Bri t 
i sh s i te at Ea r i th w a s c l o s i n g its 
ga tes , i ts G e r m a n coun t e rpa r t , 
K rauss -Ma f f e i , a l r e ady h a v i n g spent 
twe lve m i l l i on p o u n d s , w a s eage r l y 
wa i t i n g to s n a p up the k n o w - h o w a n d 
p e r s o n n e l so s u d d e n l y f l o o d i n g the 
marke t . K rauss -Ma f f e i h i r e d ten of 
the E a r i t h t e c h n i c a l staff, a l l of w h o m 
t u r n e d out to be m e c h a n i c a l eng in 
e e r s not d i r e c t l y c o n c e r n e d wi th the 
e l e c t r i c a l theory i n vo l v ed . 

High-speed 

It w a s here that a l m o s t e v e r yone 
m a d e a c o l o s s a l o ve r s i gh t . T o d a y in 
the b a s e m e n t of Imper ia l C o l l e g e 
E l e c t r i c a l E n g i n e e r i n g b l o c k , l ie a l l 
the a c c u m u l a t e d r e f inements a n d 
gu t s of a p e r f e c t ed s y s t e m , on ly 
w a i t i n g for a c u s t o m e r to p r o m o t e 
its a p p l i c a t i o n . At p resent , G e r m a n y , 
F r a n c e , J a p a n a n d the U .S .A . run 
s i m i l a r p r o j e c t s in h i g h s p e e d t rans
port . N o n e of t h e m have a c h i e v e d 
the l e a d g a i n e d at Imper ia l C o l l e g e 
d e s p i t e n ine m o n t h s h a v i n g e l a p s e d 
s i n c e E a r i t h ' s c l o s u r e . C o n c e r n must 
b e g r i p p i n g the G e r m a n s a s the i r ex
p e r i m e n t s p r o v e to b e m o r e a n d 
m o r e e x p e n s i v e at h i g h e r s p e e d s , 
p r o v i n g t rue p r e d i c t i o n s P r o f e s s o r 
La i thwa i t e m a d e in the pas t . T h e i r 
c l i en t s , the O n t a r i o G o v e r n m e n t , 
have a c c o r d i n g l y b e c o m e w o r r i e d a s 
e x e m p l i f i e d by A t l a n t i c t e l e p h o n e 
c a l l to verify the r u m o u r s w i th Pro 
fessor La i thwa i t e . The F r e n c h , led 
by M . B e r t i n , unt i l r e cen t l y e m p l o y e d 
a n a i r - s c r e w for p r o p u l s i o n i n s t e a d 
of a l i n ea r motor , wh i l s t the J a p a n -

Imper ia l C o l l e g e E l e c t r i c a l E n g i n e e r 
ing D e p a r t m e n t . 

O n e major p r o b l e m in t r a c k de
v e l o p m e n t h a s b e e n the c o n s t r u c 
t i on of a su i t ab l e e l e c t r o - m a g n e t i c 
jo int to c o n n e c t a l u m i n i u m s e c t i o n s 
of the base -p la t e . T h e A m e r i c a n s 
a t t empted a l u m i n i u m w e l d i n g to f o rm 
a c o n t i n u o u s t r a c k a s u s e d in c o n 
v en t i ona l s tee l t r a c k s . O n the first 
c o l d n i gh t the rai l w a s r u i n e d by 
s e v e r e c r a c k i n g . P r o f e s s o r La i th 
wa i t e ' s t e a m have p e r f e c t ed a n 
e l e c t r o - m a g n e t i c c o n n e c t i o n w h i c h 
a l l o w s for a n e x p a n s i o n g a p be
tween ra i l s of up to o n e i n c h w i th 
out a r e su l t i ng p o w e r l o ss . T h e 
theory b e h i n d th i s is s o b a s i c that it 
is h e l d no a l t e rna t i ve a n s w e r wi l l be 
f ound , a g a i n l e a v ing B r i t a i n wi th the 
u p p e r - h a n d t h r o u g h p a t e n t i n g p ro 
c e d u r e s . Bu t why is it that f o re i gn 
c o m p a n i e s c a n af ford to s p o n s o r in 
v e s tmen t wh i l s t B r i t a i n , w i th s o l u 
t i ons at h a n d , c a n n o t e f fect ive ly 
ut i l i se t h e m ? 

Politics 
A l l i n d i c a t i o n s s h o w that remount

ing interest in the r e s e a r c h p ro 
g r a m m e may c a u s e a mod i f i e d 
E a r i t h s i te to r e o p e n . U n d e r the 
p r e v i o u s s c h e m e , a three mi l e l o n g 
test t r a c k w a s e n v i s a g e d , m o u n t i n g 
a h i g h f l ood b a n k at the latter s t a ge 
of the th i rd mi l e . It w a s the s i n k i n g 
of c o s t l y p i l e s to s u p p o r t th i s i n c l i n e 
that s a p p e d so m u c h of the f i nance . 
Now , b u i l d i n g on ly a s far a s the b a s e 
of the embankment , a t w o and a ha l f 
t r a ck is p l a n n e d for c o n s t r u c t i o n on 
a g rea t l y r e d u c e d budge t . T h e s c a l e 
of the test v e h i c l e is not a l w a y s 
a p p r e c i a t e d , b e i n g s ixty feet l ong , 
the he i gh t of three m e n a n d c r a m 
m e d full of e l e c t r o n i c t e l eme t ry 
e q u i p m e n t t r ans f e r r ed d i r e c t l y f r om 
the H a r r i e r jump- jet e n a b l i n g survey -
a n c e of the v e h i c l e ' s p e r f o r m a n c e . 
D u r i n g a visit p r i o r to c l o s u r e , the 

M i n i s t e r of T r anspo r t , M r . P e y t o n , 
m a d e an o d d c o m m e n t , s a y i n g that 
o b v i o u s l y the A d v a n c e d P a s s e n g e r 
T r a i n w a s further than T r a c k e d Hov
ercraf t , for it ( the A P T ) c o n t a i n e d 
sea ts . T h i s w a s e i ther a n off-the-cuff 
c o m m e n t of a n i l l - in fo rmed a d m i n i s 
trator or that of a s h r e w d m a n ; P r o 
f esso r L a i t h w a i t e ' s p h i l o s o p h y for 
y e a r s h a s b e e n that to se l l a s c h e m e 
y o u must t ake the part of a f a i r m a n 
a n d g i ve r ides . 

Inev i tably , to se l l the mer i t s of the 
s y s t em , P r o f e s s o r La i thwa i t e h a s 
b e e n f o r c e d to en te r t h e b o r d e r l a n d s 
of po l i t i c s , b e c o m i n g a s he p re f e r s 
the t e rm, a t e c h n i c a l " d i p l o m a t " . In 
th i s ro le he h o p e s to a c h i e v e o n e of 
th ree p o s s i b l e s t a g e s for future i n 
ves tment . 

F i r s t l y a n d at p r e s e n t t h e o n l y 
o p e r a b l e c h o i c e , is to s e l l pa t en t ing 
r i gh ts to c o m p e t i n g i n v e s t o r s a n d 
l ive on the prof i ts of the k n o w - h o w 
a l one . P r e f e rab l y a n d mos t l ike ly , 
B r i t a in wi l l m a n a g e to r e a c h the 
p r o d u c t i o n s tage of a l l r o l l i ng s t o c k 
but t r a ck c o n s t r u c t i o n wi l l b e unde r 
t a k e n by a c o n s o r t i u m la rge e n o u g h 
a n d wi th suf f ic ient ne rve to v en tu r e 
r a i s i n g the e n o r m o u s c a p i t a l invest
ment n e c e s s a r y . A l m o s t inev i tab l y it 
s e e m s th i s c o n s o r t i u m wi l l be b a s e d 
in G e r m a n y . F ina l l y . B r i t i s h c o m m e r 
c i a l c o n c e r n s c o u l d be r e s p o n s i b l e 
for c o n s t r u c t i o n of a l l s t a g e s of the 
pro j ec t t h o u g h th i s is a l m o s t c e r t a i n 
ly a non-s tar te r for the r e a s o n s c i t e d 
in s t age two. 

Precipice 
A s a m a n b o r n in L a n c a s h i r e , Pro 

f e s so r La i thwa i t e r e m e m b e r s the 
d a y s of d e p r e s s i o n w h e n a d e c l i n i n g 
text i le indus t ry th rew p e o p l e of a l l 
c l a s s e s into d e s p a i r a n d poverty. . 
W h i l s t the n e w m a c h i n e r y of the 
n ine t e en th c en tu r y p r o d u c e d the 
hey-day of the c o t t on indus t r y , c o m 
p l a c e n c y h a d set in c o n c e r n i n g a n y 
n e e d to a l l o w for fur ther d e v e l o p 
ment . 

A n d so , w h i l e c o n t e n t m e n t 
r e i gned , the raw-mate r ia l p r o d u c i n g 
c o u n t r i e s s i m p l y bui l t o n b o r r o w e d 
e x p e r i e n c e a n d c a r r i e d a w a y the 
g o l d e n e g g . In P r o f e s s o r La i th 
wa i t e ' s v iew, B r i t a i n ' s t e c h n i c a l eff
o r t s s t a n d o n th i s p r e c i p i c e a g a i n . 
It w o u l d be t r a g i c to s e e a n o t h e r i n 
dus t r y d i e in s o s i m i l a r a m a n n e r 
by the e n d of t h i s c e n t u r y or s o o n e r . 

W i th th i s in m i n d , P r o f e s s o r La i th 
wa i t e h a s i n c r e a s i n g l y c o m b i n e d h i s 
a c a d e m i c ro l e w i th tha t of t o w n 
c r i e r . In h i s o w n w o r d s , to te l l the 
w o r l d that y ou have s o m e t h i n g wor th 
l o o k i n g at is g u a r a n t e e d no a t t en t i on . 
T o get o n the b i g g e s t o r a n g e b o x 
a r o u n d a n d shout we ' v e the g rea tes t , 
the fastest , the c h e a p e s t , the b e s t 
p o s s i b l e c o n c e i v a b l e in the w h o l e of 
c r e a t i o n , s t a n d s y o u a c h a n c e of 
s o m e o n e t a k i n g a c a u t i o u s g l i m p s e 
at wha t y o u a r e p e d d l i n g . T o l end h i s 
po int m o r e a p p e a l h e of ten s u m m a 
rizes w i t h a quote f r o m W . S. G i lbe r t . 

If y o u w i s h in th i s w o r l d to 
a d v a n c e 

y o u r p o w e r s y o u ' r e b o u n d to 
e n h a n c e . 

Y o u mus t shou t it a n d s t u m p it, 
A n d b l o w y o u r o w n t rumpe t . 
O r trust me, y o u haven ' t a c h a n c e . 

A . Z . 

STOP PRESS 
In keep ing w i t h its p o l i c y o f fa i th 

in the e x i s t i n g ra i l ne twork , the Gov 
ernment y es t e rday c o m m i t t e d i t se l f 
to a £891m. i n v e s tmen t p lan over 
the next five years to b e spen t o n i m 
p rov ing rather than e xpand ing present 
se rv i ces a n d guarantee ing the c on t in 
uat ion o f the A P T pro ject . 

Nov . 29 th , ' 73 
A . Z . 



December 4th, 1973 FELIX Page 5 

S T U D E N T S D E C I D E ! 
NUS Conference, Margate, November 1973 

' S t u d e n t s were " a b s o l u t e l y m a d " 
to th ink rent s t r ikes w o u l d force the 
Gove rnmen t t o pay h igher grants , 
Lord A n n a n , a sen ior member of the 
un ivers i t y 'Chance l l o r ' s C o m m i t t e e 
s a i d yes terday ' . 

T h e Te l e g raph 
' The IC de l e ga t i on had not rea l ly 

got together be fore l e a v ing for M a r 
gate a n d had no d e c i d e d po l i c y . The 
s m a l l c on t r i bu t i on m a d e by our de le
ga t ion was not wo r th ithe £250 
spent ' . 

N o r m a n Say l e s 
' W e w o n a £20 grant increase 
W e w o n a £20 grant increase 
W e w o n a £20 grant i n c r ease ! ' 

N U S 
Have a look at our l i s t of de legates , 

w h o are J o h n East , S o n i a H o c h f e l 
der , A l a s d h a i r C a m p b e l l , A l f Perry or 
T revor P h i l l i p s representat ive of 
Imper ia l Co l l e g e o p i n i o n ? Perhaps 
Dave S i n c l a i r can be c o n s i d e r e d to 
be the t rue representat ive of IC; I 
never heard h i m c ome out s t rong ly 
on a n y po in t ! The De l ega t i on w a s 
p i c k e d ma in l y f r o m the m ino r i t y of 
peop le who take an interest in U n i o n 
affairs and m a k e sure peop le hear 
the i r l e f t w i n g po l i c i e s . H o w e v e r our 
modes t c on t r i bu t i on i tsel f he lped 
make up the s i l en t major i ty at M a r 
gate. The a tmosphe r e at the confer
ence a n d the v i ews put f o rward can 
n o w be a r r i v ed at w i t h a l i t t le s t re tch 
of the i m a g i n a t i o n . A t t e n d i n g the con 
ference a n d l i s t e n i n g to the over 
emo t i ona l speeches a n d deba tes , one 
gets the impress i on that s tuden t s are 
ready t o l eave a l l a n d jo in in a mas 
s ive up r i s ing to 'destroy the unjust 
cap i t a l i s t s y s t e m a n d a l l its ev i l s th i s 
momen t . One returns t o Co l l e ge , i m 
pat i ent l y a w a i t i n g the U n i o n Genera l 
mee t ing w h e n the resul ts of four 
days of hard wo rk w i l l be put to the 
co l l ege , on l y to f i nd that the f ew Who 
d o t u r n up are not pa r t i cu l a r l y i m 
pressed b y What they are supposed to 
have voted for ! W a s it wo r th g o ing 
through a l l the d i s c u s s i o n s a n d mak
ing a l l the r e so lu t i ons? A s the N U S 
never t ire o f say ing , there w a s a £20 
increase in g rants l a s t year ! 

Even accep t ing the fact that s tu 
dents are not go ing t o be w i l d l y 
en thus i a s t i c about wha t con fe rence 
d e c i d e s , there is s t i l l s ome th ing to be 
s a i d for ft. ft g ives people a chance to 
express the ir v i e w s f ree ly and see 
b o w d e m o c r a c y does ndt wo rk on a 
large s c a l e ! A f t e r the real wo rk has 
been d o n e b y the c o m p o s i t i n g meet
ings i n d e c i d i n g upon the f o rm the 

(mot ion and its a m e n d m e n t s are to 
ta1<e no th ing r e m a i n s to be done but 
for the c r u d e d e m a g o g u e s to po lar i ze 
the a r gumen t s comp l e t e l y a n d w h i p 
up p e o p l e ' s fears a n d emot i ons . 
N a p o l e o n ' s sheep then s tar t b l ea t ing 
a n d a d e c i s i o n i s m a d e depend ing on 
how far the de l ega t es ' emo t i ons have 
been t o u c h e d . The con f e rence tr ies 
to b e d e m o c r a t i c in i t s p rocedure , but 
is t a n g l e d up i n its o w n mesh of l a w s 
a n d s tand ing o rde r s . C o u n t l e s s c h a l 
lenges are m a d e t o the c h a i r a n d 
hours are spent sor t ing ou t the pro
cedure . The l onges t w r a n g l e at the 
last con f e r ence took a Who le hour to 
sort out . 1 w i l l g ive a shor t desc r ip 
t ion o f w h a t h a p p e n e d . 

1 Vo t e o n a c e r t a in a m e n d m e n t — 
r e su l t c l o s e . 

2 C o u n t — 3 4 1 for, 3 1 3 aga ins t . 
3 C a l l for c a rd vote (de legat ion vote 

w r i t t en on ca rd ) . 
4 C h a i r m a n ' s re fusa l . 
5 C h a l l e n g e to c h a i r m a n ' s ru l ing . 
6 V o t e on cha l l enge c l o s e . 
7 C o u n t : 2 2 9 for, 2 6 6 aga inst , 7 ab

s tent i ons . 
C h a i r m a n ' s ru l ing o ve r ru l ed . 

8 (Card vote on amendmen t . 
The Other cha l l enges took any th ing 

f rom 10 to 4 5 m inu t e s to reso lve a n d 

1 have lost t r a c k o f the number of 
po 'n ts of order r a i s e d . W h e n con fe r 
ence d i d get d o w n t o deba t ing , the 
t ime a l l o w e d for speeches was H to 
2 m i n u t e s . There w a s no t i m e to 
argue po in t s l og i ca l l y , so the speakers 
had t~> rely on the i m m e d i a t e emo
t iona l appea l of their speeches a n d 
usua l l y r u n t h r o u g h the we l l repeated 
p o l i c y of the i r par t i cu la r par ty . Is it 
d e m o c r a t i c t o get b o g g e d d o w n in 
bureaucracy and vote on mot i ons 
w i thou t h a v i n g the t i m e to d i s c u s s 
them i n any de ta i l , and wha t g ood 
are our i dea l , d e m o c r a t i c r eso lu t ions 
if w e cannot en force them? Perhaps 
these con fe rences are the idea l t r a in 
ing g r ounds fo r o u r future po l i t i c i ans 
Who want to learn how de c i s i ons 
s h o u l d be m a d e ! 

Our J o u r n e y 
If the IC de l e ga t i on was not repre

sentat ive of IC, i t c e r ta in l y w a s very 
representat ive of our left w i n g g r oups ! 
In our l i t t l e van w e had the most 
mi l i t an t m e m b e r s of the Internat ional 
M a r x i s t G roup , the worke rs revo lu
t ionary party, a n d the c o m m u n i s t 
party. It w a s inev i tab le that everyone 
s h o u l d try to m a k e h i s o w n op in i on 
hea rd , a s the on ly o p i n i o n w o r t h y of 
the 4iC de l e ga t i on and w i t h i n a very 
short t ime ba t t l e s h a d been w a g e d 
over a l l the b u r n i n g t o p i c s . Need l e s s 
to say, n o o n e changed h i s m i n d , 
l earned any th ing or even l i s tened very 
care fu l l y . A t t en t i on soon w a n d e r e d to 
two O-Leve l s tudents , the de legates 
f rom P a d d i n g t o n Co l l e g e of Further 
E d u c a t i o n , Who we r e get t ing a l i f t 
f r om us . They s e emed t o s h o w great 
respect and awe for these important 
s o u n d i n g s tudents and tr ied their best 
to l e a rn e ve ry th ing ! Other more sens
ib le m e m b e r s of the de l ega t ion turn
ed to the (two F r ench ins t i tu t e g i r l s in 
the van . P i e rs C o r b y n ' s ne ighbour w a s 
soon Observed to b e sno r ing away , 
wh i l e 'the other ca r r i ed on w i th her 
book. For tunate l y for us N o r m d i d n ' t 
pay m u c h at tent ion t o a l l the uproar , 
and s t ead i l y d r o v e on to Marga t e . 

O n c e at Marga t e everyone rushed 
off t o the c o m p o s i t i n g mee t ings on 
the sub j e c t they were mos t in t e res t ed 
in . A c o m p o s i t i n g mee t ing is whe r e 
the real w o r k is done . Out o f the 
numerous m o t i o n s and a m e n d m e n t s , 
the m o s t e f fect ive are s e l e c t ed a n d 
the l i n e of at tack d e c i d e d u p o n . The 
exact w o r d i n g of a m e n d m e n t s , the 
best p s y c h o l o g i c a l t ,me o f day to 
f o rward them and the proposers have 
to b e d e c i d e d upon . Not be.ng a po l i 
t i ca l a n i m a l I c h o s e the gaysoc c o m 
pos i t i ng m e e t n g . The great g r i evance 
w i t h g a y s o c s e e m e d to be Steve 
Pa r r y ' s b ehav i our at the s u m m e r Fes
t iva l o f You th in Be r l . n . He h a d not 
thought the cause of gaysoc re levant 
to t h e de l ega t i on po l . cy , w a s a l l e g e d 
to 'nave s t ruck Peter T a t c h e l l , the 
gaysoc m e m b e r , and torn h i s p l a c a r d 
say ing ' G a y s o c suppor t s s o c i a l i s m ' . 
The great po in t to d e c i d e upon w a s 
whether t o censure Steve , a sk for a 
r emova l o f h is in te rnat iona l respons
ib i l i t i e s , o r h i s r es i gna t i on . N o one 
s e emed to b e c o n c e r n e d w i t h the 
future o f G a y s o c a n d (its deve lop
ments . W e l l , as ' A l l ' s a i d ' P eop l e w i l l 
be b i t c h y I' 

C o n f e r e n c e b e g a n at 7 .30 w i t h 
J o h n R a n d a l l , t h e ' P r e s i d e n t ' s add r e s s . 
The f o l l o w i n g excerpt w i l l g i ve a n 
idea of J o h n R a n d a l l ' s speech and h i s 
con fe rence . 

" A s o u r c a m p a i g n gathers s t rength 
we hea r aga in the o l d cry that s t u 
dents are a -privi leged e l i te and s h o u l d 
be grate fu l for the i r p i t t ance . T h i s is 
an a rgument that w e have encoun
tered m a n y t i m e s in the past , but it 
has a s in i s t e r under tone t o i t tha t i s 
wor thy of care fu l e x a m i n a t i o n . If e d u 
ca t i on i s seen as a pr i v i l ege and not 

as a r ight then w h a t is the p o s i t i o n 
of t h o s e w h o do no t f o r m the el i te 
g roup , in a c o m p l e x mode rn s o c i e t y 
a major cons t ra in t upon d e m o c r a c y is 
the inab i l i t y of the o rd inary pe rson to 
Chal lenge d e c i s i o n s of Gove rnment , 
s u p p o s e d l y t aken on h igh ly t e c h n i c a l 
g rounds , as w e l l as those d e c i s i o n s 
that a re ra i sed in a more stra ight
f o rward manner on bas i c p o l i t i c a l 
p r inc i p l e s . T o deny a c c e s s to e d u c a 
t ion to substant ia l s ec t i ons of the 
c o m m u n i t y is to negate the sp i r i t of 
d e m o c r a c y . But it i s not su rp r i s i ng 
that t h i s (Government is not great ly 
interested in hav ing an educa t ed and 
in f o rmed e lectorate . W e have s e e n 
it ra ise c o u n c i l house rents, and c l a i m 
to have done so in the interests o f 
tenants . W e have seen it c h a m p i o n 
the cause of indus t r i a l d e m o c r a c y by 
s eek ing to s m a s h the t r ade un ions . 
W e (have seen it c l a i m that r i s ing 
p r i ces are part o f a p r og ramme to 
c u r b in f la t ion. W e have heard it pro
mo t ing peace , w h i l s t s e l l i n g a r m s to 
Po r tuga l . W e have seen it upho l d 
d e m o c r a c y b y head ing the rush to 
recogn ise the f asc i s t junta in C h i l e . 
W e have heard it d e sc r i b e the b i g 
gest t rade def ic i t in h i s t o r y as a prob
lem of s u c c e s s and we have w a t c h e d 
it e xpand educa t i on by s l o w i n g the 
rate of g r ow th . S u c h a Gove rnmen t 
w o u l d hard ly w i s h i t s e lec torate to 
see its ca ta logue of h ypoc r i s y for wha t 
it i s . T o d e n y that educa t i on is a r ight 
of a l l is to foster the myth o f the i n 
fa l l ib l e and omnipo ten t gove rnment 
a n d i s to deva lue a n d debase d emo 
c r a c y " . 

Repor ts and F r o l i c s 
A f ter the add r e s s c a m e a lot of 

bor ing events l ike M i n u t e s , Ra t i f i ca 
t ion of P o l i c y , Repor ts , A n n o u n c e 
ments , B u s i n e s s 'and 'more Repor ts . 
I t ook the oppor tun i ty to go round to 
the b a c k of the ha l l whe re a l l imag 
inab le g r oups l i k e l i b e r a l s tudents , 
G a y s o c , Pa l e s t in i ans , Greeks , Hea l th 
s tudents , N U S and of c ou r s e a l l fac
t ions of the le f t had s ta l l s and we r e 
s e l l i n g b o o k s a n d pub l i c a t i ons . O n e 
c o u l d have a rguments a l o n g any l ines 
w i th the a t t endants w h o s e e m e d to 
have no th ing bet ter to d o than de
fend the i r be l i e fs . The bar w a s a lways 
fu l l and the coffee 'bar w a s kept busy 
s e l l i n g cups of coffee for Bp wheneve r 
it w a s o p e n . G i v e n a c h o i c e 1 w o u l d 
have spent a l l m y t i m e i n the c ompo 
s i t i ng mee t ings a n d w i t h the peop le 
Who rea l ly go t th ings done , but Nor 
man s e e m e d to t h i n k that a Fe l i x re
porter w h o d i d no t a t t end the con fe r 
ence fu l l t i m e (9 .00 a . m . — 1 2 noon) 
was not w o r t h his bread , so f r om then 
on I spent m y t i m e dut i fu l l y s i t t ing 
With N o r m (often w i t h a l l other de le

gates e l s ewhere a t t end ing to th< 
o w n interests) t i ck ing the motic 
and a m e n d m e n t s as they were car
r i ed , de feated or de l e t ed . 

A s con f e r ence d i d not end u n ^ l 
m idn i gh t , a l l s o c i a l ac t i v i t i e s had to 
be pos tponed to the ear ly hours of 
the m o r n i n g . The b a r in our hotel was 
p a c k e d unt i l abou t 5 a .m . and the 
board left mee t ing ar ranged on F r i 
day went on unt i l 3 . There w a s great 
uproar over t h i s mee t ing as the I M G 
were not a l l o w e d , so P ie rs of course 
t r i ed t o break in w i thou t m u c h s u c 
cess . A door w a s torn d o w n i n the 
p rocess I be l i e ve ! D i s c o s a n d part ies 
were a l so a r ranged on a l l the n ights . 

On S u n d a y the hotel bar was taken 
over c omp l e t e l y by our ove rs t ra ined , 
drunk revo lu t ionary f r i ends . The 
beauty of the express i on on their 
faces as they c r i ed R e v o l u t i o n ! Revo
lu t i on ! c o u l d on ly be apprec ia t ed by 
an ou ts ide obse rve r a s he fought h i s 
way through t h e m ! The next morn ing 
I w a s con f ronted by the havoc they 
had c a u s e d . A l l the lace cur ta ins h a d 
been pu l l ed d o w n , and there w e r e 
broken bott les a n d c igaret te ends 
everywhere . 

P ie rs C o r b y n I a m t o l d s lept o n a 
bo r rowed bed s t u c k ha l fway into a 
c u p b o a r d . He inv i t ed s i x other of h i s 
f r i ends to share the hosp i ta l i t y of the 
two o r i g ina l inhab i tants of the r o o m ! 
G ran t s 

The Na t i ona l U n i o n of S tudents has 
c a l l e d for a nat iona l rent s t r ike f r om 
January 1st in suppo r t of a l l d e m a n d s 
in t h e grants c a m p a i g n . Nego t i a t i ons 
were c a l l e d fut i le and the N U S w i l l 
w i t h d r a w f r o m t a l k s w i t h t h e D . E . S . 
after the first s tage of the T r i enn ia l 
Rev i ew p rocedure . 

Un i t y of p o l i c y and a c t i on w a s tha 
m a i n po int d e c i d e d upon at the c on 
ference . A nat iona l rent s t r i ke encour 
ages a l l co l l e ges to par t i c ipa t e , has 
greater impac t , a n d makes v i c t i m i s a 
t ion di f f icult . The equal p r i o r i t y g i ven 
to a l l d e m a n d s ensures the involve
ment of a large b o d y of s tudents . 

The d i s in t e r es t edness of un ivers i ty 
s tudents in the d i sc re t i onary a w a r d s , 
the first d e m a n d in the g rants c a m 
pa ign , was b l a m e d for last year ' s fa i l 
ures . A mo t i on of c ensure w a s p a s s e d 
on th e execut i ve for the i r hand l i ng of 
the c a m p a i g n a n d fo r the i r lack of 
l eadersh ip over the N o v e m b e r 14 
wo rk in . 

A l t h o u g h Imper ia l C o l l e g e w a s one 
of the p roposers of the grants mo t i on , 
it abs ta ined ove r the vote because of 
the ca l l for a na t i ona l rent s t r ike . The 
un ion p o l i c y of l oca l a c t i on is appar
ent f rom the way in w h i c h the d e c i 
s i on over t h e rent s t r ike has been left 
to i n d i v i d u a l H a l l s and s tudent 
houses . Cont. on paqe 8 

Continued from page 2 

D E R E L I C T C A R S 

F r o m t ime to t ime , 
cars are a b a n d o n e d o n 
the Co l l e g e c a m p u s , 
where they r ap id l y be 
c o m e de r e l i c t and at
tract the a t tent ions o f 
pe rsons w h o cann iba l i s e 
them for spare par ts . 
Eventua l l y they are d i s 
posed o f at c ons i d e rab l e 
cos t t o the C o l l e g e . S t u 
dents and staff are ask
ed to co-operate by not 
l eav ing the i r ca r s on the 
car park un l ess author
i sed to do so . S h o u l d 
they require any a d v i c e 
on h o w they can d i spose 
of fhe i r unroadwor thy 
v eh i c l e to the Bo rough 
C o u n c i l C a r D u m p they 
s h o u l d seek the a d v i c e 
of the Se cu r i t y Officer. 

F e l i x No . 3 4 9 ; Tuesday , 4 th D e c e m b e r 1 9 7 3 . 

Ed i t o r : A l a s d h a i r C a m p b e l l . 
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Nick Paynes, Phisiks One on R.C.S. Float-. 

P.ft.W.N.O. 
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Physics Level 8 

ional Christmas Fare, mince pies, 
talk etc. 

I w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k a l l 
t h o s a p e o p l e t h a t f o u n d t i m e 
a m o n g s t t h e l a c k o f G e n e r a l 
S t u d i e s l e c t u r e s t o a t t e n d 
w h a t s h o u l d h a v e b e e n t h e 
m o s t i m p o r t a n t U n i o n M e e t 
i n g t h i s t e r m . I n s t e a d , b e 
c a u s e o f t h e l a c k o f p e o p l e , 
I h a v e n o w g o t t o s t a r t a g a i n 
a d v e r t i s i n g A N O T H E R u n i o n 
m e e t i n g t o b e h e l d t h i s 
T H U R S D A Y i n t h e U N I O N 
C O N C E R T H A L L , s t a r t i n g at 
1 . 0 0 p . m . T h e a g e n d a i s a s 
b e f o r e w i t h t h e m o s t i m p o r 
t a n t i t e m ba l i n g t h e f o r m a 
t i o n o f a T E N A N T S A S S O C I 
A T I O N ( h o p e f u l l y ) . D u r i n g 
t h i s w e e k , d u e t o t h e f a c t 
t h a t s o m e o n e h a s k i n d l y v o l 
u n t e e r e d t o a c t ias U n i o n 
P u b l i c i t y O f f i c e r , t h e r e i s a 
s t r o n g p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e r e 
w i l l b e e v e n m o r e p u b l i c i t y 
t h a n t h e r e w a s l a s t w e e k . If 
a l a r g e n u m b e r o f p e o p l e 
t u r n u p t h e r e i s a n e v e n 
s t r o n g e r p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h i s 
w i l l e s c a l a t e a n d a t t r a c t 
m o r e p e o p l e . T h e r e a s o n t h e 
s a m e m o t i o n s t u r n u p e v e r y 
t i m e i s t h a t t h e y a r e c a r r i e d 
o v e r f r o m m e e t i n g t o m e e t 
i n g b e c a u s e o f q u o r u m c h a l 
l e n g e s . If y o u d o n ' t w a n t 
t h e m to c o m e u p e v e r y t i m e , 
t h e n c o m e t o t h e U n i o n 
M e e t i n g a n d e i t h e r p a s s o r 
r e j e c t t h e m . T h e s o o n e r w e 
t a k e a d e c i s i o n o n t h e m t h e 
s o o n e r w e c a n m o v e o n t o 
f r e s h b u s i n e s s . D o n ' t f o r g e t 
U N I O N M E E T I N G T H I S 
T H U R S D A Y IN T H E C O N 
C E R T H A L L . 

B E I T H A L L B A S E M E N T 
T h e c o l l e g e f i r e o f f i c e r i s 

v e r y w o r r i e d a b o u t t h e r u b 
b i s h b e i n g s t o r e d i n t h e B e i t 
b a s e m e n t . O n i n s p e c t i o n W i t h 
h i m l a s t w e e k I a g r e e d w i t h 
h i m . T h e r e lis a l a r g e a c c u 
m u l a t i o n o f r u b b i s h , c l o t h e s 
a n d o t h e r o d d s a n d e n d s t h a t 
o u g h t to b e r e m o v e d . T h e r e 
f o r e ( a n d t h i s 5s m a i n l y 
d i r e c t e d t o t h o s e t h a t a r e 
a c t u a l l y s t o r i n g i t e m s d o w n 
t h e r e ) I h a v e p r o p o s e d t h e 
f o l l o w i n g : 1. If t h e r e i s a n y 
t h i n g t h a t y o u d o n ' t w a n t 
t h r o w n a w a y w i l l y o u p l e a s e 
le t m e k n o w b y F r i d a y , 2 1 s t 
D e c e m b e r . 2 . Wlil ' l t h e o w n 
e r s o f t h e o l d c l o t h e s p l e a s e 
a r r a n g e f o r t h e m t o b e d e 
l i v e r e d to t h e i r u l t i m a t e d e s 
t i n a t i o n . 3 . A l l v o l u n t e e r s w i l 
l i n g t o h e l p c l e a r t h e a r e a 
w i l l b e m o s t w e l c o m e . 

P O S T E R S T E A L E R S 
I h a v e n o t i c e d , a s h a v e a 

n u m b e r o f p e o p l e , t h a t t h e r e 
s e e m s t o b e a r a s h o f P o s t e r 
R e m o v i n g o c c u r r i n g a t t h e 
p r e s e n t t i m e . T h e r e m o v a l o f 
a n o t i c e i s n o t 'a d e m o c r a t i c 
w a y o f e x p r e s s i n g y o u r d i s 
a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h e v i e w s e x 

p r e s s e d b y t h e p e o p l e w h o 
p u t t h e p o s t e r u p i n t h e f i r s t 
p l a c e . If y o u w i s h t o d i s 
a g r e e t h e n g o a l o n g t o t h e 
m e e t i n g a d v e r t i s e d o r w r i t e 
a l e t t e r t o t h e p e o p l e c o n 
c e r n e d o r o t h e r s u c h s i m i l a r 
a c t i o n s . T h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y 
t r u e w h e n p o s t e r s a d v e r t i s 
i n g U n i o n M e e t i n g s a r e r e 
m o v e d . B y d o i n g t h i s y o u a r e 
d e p r i v i n g s o m e o n e o f b i s 
r i g h t t o t h e k n o w l e d g e t h a t 
s u c h a m e e t i n g e x i s t s . 

M E C H . E N G . R E P . 
M r . R i c h a r d L i . L o l l e y r e 

s i g n e d o n t h e 7 t h N o v e m b e r 
f r o m t h e a b o v e p o s t . A n o m 
i n a t i o n p a p e r w a s p o s t e d f o r 
t h e r e q u i r e d 8 c o l l e g e d a y s . 
W h e n t h i s w a s r e m o v e d 
t h e r e w a s o n l y o n e n o m i n a 
t i o n , t h a t o f M r . M a r t i n P h i l o 
o f M e c h a n i c a l E n g i n e e r i n g 3 . 
I t h e r e f o r e d e e m M r . P h i l o 
t o b e e l e c t e d . 

C O P U L A T I O N IN T H E 
U N I O N C H A I R S T O R E 

A t t h e l a s t C o u n c i l m e e t 
i n g h e l d o n M o n d a y , 1 2 t h 
N o v e m b e r it w a s b r o u g h t to 
t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e m e m 
b e r s p r e s e n t t h a t p e o p l e b a d 
b e e n s e e n c o p u l a t i n g i n t h e 
U n i o n C h a i r S t o r e ( b e n e a t h 
t h e s t a g e ) . A l t h o u g h t h e d i s 
c u s s i o n at t h i s p o i n t w a s a 
b i t u n c l e a r t h e r e s e e m e d to 
b e a g e n e r a l c o n s e n s u s t h a t 
t h i s w a s n o t r e a l l y t h e r i g h t 
p l a c e f o r It. O n e o f t h e r e a 
s o n s f o r t h i s i s t h a t i t c o u l d 
c o n s t i t u t e a f i r e h a z a r d ( s o r t 
t h a t o n e o u t i f y o u c a n ) . 
C o u l d a l l t h o s e p e o p l e w h o 
r e g u l a r l y u s e t h e c h a i r s t o r e 
f o r c o p u l a t i o n t h e r e f o r e 
c e a s e t o d o s o i m m e d i a t e l y . 

U N I O N L I F T 
T h o s e o f y o u w h o r e g u 

l a r l y u s e t h e U n i o n b u i l d i n g 
a n d e s p e c i a l l y i t s f a c i l i t i e s 
o n t h e u p p e r f l o o r s m a y h a v e 
n o t i c e d b y n o w t h a t t h e l i f t 
i s o u t o f o r d e r . T h e r e a s o n 
f o r t h i s i s s i m p l e . S o m e o n e 
(or m a y b e s o m e t h i n g ) h a s 
k i n d l y r e m o v e d t h e c o n t r o l 
p l a t e f r o m i n s i d e . T h e l i f t i s 
a n o l d o n e a n d p a r t s are 
h a r d t o c o m e b y . B e c a u s e o f 
t h i s i t m a y h e E a s t e r b e f o r e 
t h e l i f t i s b a s k i n o p e r a t i o n . 
I h o p e t h a t a i l y o u p e o p l e 
t h a t h a v e t o w a l k u p t h e 
s t a i r s s e v e r a l t i m e s a w e e k 
t h i n k a b o u t t h i s . M a y b e o n e 
o f y o u s o m e w h e r e i k n o w s 
w h o h a s t h e m i s s i n g i t e m . 
J u s t t h i n k , t h r e e m o n t h s 
w i t h o u t a l i f t i n t h e U n i o n 
a d d s u p t o a n a w f u l l o t o f 
s t a i r c l i m b i n g . I ' m g l a d I 
v e r y r a r e l y h a v e to g o a b o v e 
t h e f i r s t l e v e l . 

P . A . W A D S W O R T H , 
H o n . S e c r e t a r y . 

COME TO THE FAIR 
8th Annual International 
Fair , 1973 
Wednesday 5th and Thursday 
6th December 7.00 p.m. 
onwards 
to be visited by H.M. Queen 
El izabeth the Queen Mother 

34 International Pavil ions, 
Enrobars, Raffles, Tombola, 
Hon r l y entertainments 
Bistrotheque, 3 Restaurants 
and Discotheque 

International Students House, 
229 Great Portland St., London Wl 

Tel. 636-8471 
(opp Gt. Portland St. tube station) 
contact Ida Closer, Physics P.G. 
for further details. Physics Room 
1012e 
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T h e S p o r t i n g L i f e 

I. C. Golfing Society 

Match Report for 28th November 
W i t h the w i n d h o w l 

ing a n d the f irst s n o w -
flakes f a l l i n g o ve r S o u t h 
K e n s i n g t o n the l . C . Go l f 
T e a m h e a d e d for the 
coun t r y h o p i n g to ga in 
s o m e resp i te . A s w e 
drove t owa rds N e w M a i 
den w e h a d hoped that 
the W ind w o u l d s l a c k e n 
a n d the s u n appear as 
Tony B l a c k b u r n had i n 
d i ca ted o n the rad io 
o n l y tha t m o r n i n g . It d i d 
not ; 'in f ac t it b e came 
w o r s e . R i c h , d r i v i n g h is 
Land-Rove r as o n l y h e 
can t r i ed to c h e c k t h i s 
de te r i o ra t i on by cu t t ing 
d o w n dead -end lanes 
a n d e v en head ing back 
to L o n d o n . A l a s ! it w a s 
a i l i n v a i n a n d by the 
t i m e the K i n g s t o n P o l y 
cap ta in greeted us at 
M a i d e n G . C . o u r appe
t i te for c o m p e t i t i o n h a d 
b e c o m e s o w e w h a t fro
zen. 

W h i l e the oppos i t i on 
s tood sh i v e r i ng o n the 
1st tee the l . C . t e a m 
he lped themse l v e s to 
s ome exce l l en t h a m 
s a n d w i c h e s (w i th a n d 
w i thou t mustard ! ) as 
we l l as a f ew shots of 
w h i s k y . G i v e P embe r t on 
w a s upse t to d i s c o v e r 
(hat the c l u b p o s s e s s e d 
no r aw o n i o n s , k n o w i n g 
fu l l w e l l that h i s go l f ing 
pe r f o rmance w i thou t 
o n i o n s w o u l d be s i m i l a r 
to Popeye ' s s t rength be
hav i our w i t h o u t s p i n a c h . 
H o w e v e r the thought of 
the c o l d a f t e rnoon awai t 
ing h i m soon c o o l e d h i m 

d o w n . 
For t ac t i ca l r easons 

the cap ta in ins i s t ed on 
the t eam s tay ing indoors 
for at least ha l f a n hour 
r eason ing that the oppo
s i t i o n ' s feet w o u l d toy 
then be part of the l oca l 
pack i ce . He w a s not 
far w r o n g . 

W a l k i n g out to the 
f irst tee the cap ta in de
c i d e d he c o u l d not p l a y 
more t h a n twe l v e ho les 
in s u c h c o n d i t i o n s . H e 
w o u l d there fore have to 
s l aughte r h is opponent 
q u i c k l y . T h i s he d u l y 
d i d , a b l y a i d e d a n d 
abet ted b y h i s opponent 
w h o , on f i nd ing h imse l f 
f i ve d o w n after s even 
ho l es , d e c i d e d aga ins t a 
c o m e b a c k a n d s l i d to an 
e ight a n d s i x defeat . T h i s 
w h o l e m a t c h took l i t t le 
over an h o u r a n d it w a s 
not unt i l a l m o s t an hour 
later, w h i l s t the cap ta in 
w a s w a r m i n g h i s s o c k s 
by the open f i re in the 
l ounge , that the nex t of 
the ' N o r d i c B r a v e s ' 
ska t ed i n . T h i s wa r r i o r 
w a s none other than 
n e w c a p M i k e S t r i c k l a n d 
s h o w i n g a broad f our 
a n d three V ic tory s m i l e , 
a s m i l e that h e w a s u n 
ab le to al ter unt i l he h a d 
poured a c oup l e of 
s t e am ing ho t cups of tea 
d o w n his g l a c i e r - r i dden 
throat . 

Da rkness fe l l and the 
res t ing c ompe t i t o r s g r ew 
anx i ous . W h e r e w a s 
supers tar B i l l Ca l d e r -
w o o d , R i chd ro v e r B r o w n , 

C l i v e P e m b o n i o n a n d 
R i c h a r d W a d d i l o v e ? 
C o u l d they be l os t? Our 
fears f aded as d inner 
w a s se rved and soon w e 
d i d not care . It w a s 
w h i l s t in th i s p l easant 
sp i r i t that B i l l (a l ias 
God ) c a m e i n , a n ob
v i ous v i c t o r by three a n d 
two . ' D r o v e r ' B r o w n 
f o l l o w e d h i m , hav ing 
ha l v ed h is m a t c h . O l d 
' L a n d R i c h ' h a d rea l l y 
cut th ings f ine , be ing 
three d o w n w i t h four to 
p lay . S o o n after t h i s 
R i c h a r d W a d d i l o v e c a m e 
i n , an easy v i c t o r b y 
three and t w o ( repay ing 
the f a i th the c o m m i t t e e 
had had in s e l e c t i ng h i m . 
T h i s l ad s h o w s great 
p romise ! ) 

W h e n d inner w a s over 
w e a l l sat b a c k and re 
laxed by d i s c u s s i n g the 
'Ene rgy C r i s i s ' in f ront 
of a large e l ec t r i c heat
er. W h i l s t in the p rocess 
of t o t t ing up the score 
B i l l n o t i c e d w e we r e one 
po int shor t . It w a s then 
that w e r e ca l l ed that 
C l i v e had not a r r i v ed in 
yet. Immed ia te l y the t w o 
s i d e s d e c i d e d to s e n d 
out a s ea r ch party. W h e n 
a l l w a s o r gan i s ed M i k e 
S t r i c k l a n d broke in 
( l o ok ing out the w i n d o w 
at the t ime ) s a y i n g , 
' J ee ze , i t ' s s t i l l s n o w i n g 
and looks d a m n e d c o l d ! ' 
T h e s e a r c h party sat 
d o w n aga in and w a i t e d . 

O n the s t roke of f i v e 
C l i v e s taggered in a 
c omp l e t e w r e c k . H i s gol f 

bag w a s f rozen to h i s 
back , h is ha i r cove r ed in 
s n o w . Be fore he c o l l aps 
e d , k n o c k i n g over my 
w h i s k y as he d i d so (a 
bad move ) he mut te red 
through h is s lee t - in fes t 
ed j aw ' L o s t ! ' P o u n c i n g 
onto the f rozen on i on 
eater w e nursed h i m 
back to l i fe w i t h injec
t i ons of b r a n d y . W h e n 
he c a m e to w e a s k e d 
h i m ' W h y the he l l d i d 
you stay out in the dark
ness and c o l d if y ou 
were g o i n g to l o s e ? ' It 
w a s then that h e ex
p o u n d e d on h o w he was 
one d o w n after seven
teen h o l e s a n d s i n c e h is 
opponent w a s c l e a r l y 
l o s ing h is w a y in the 
da rkness he felt he 
c o u l d t i e the m a t c h at 
the last ho le . T h u s he 
w h o p p e d his f i n a l d r i v e 
s t ra ight d o w n the m i d d l e 
w h i l s t h is opponent put
ted h i s w a y up the fa ir
way , keep ing the b a l l 
c l e a r l y in s i ght . C l i v e 
w a l k e d up to where h is 
ba l l s h o u l d have been 
and d i d not see it. 
H e n c e he had to oon-
c ede the ho le a n d m a t c h 
to h i s no-good-son-of -
a -po lygun opponen t . 

Tha t G i v e ' s m a t c h 
w a s a n e p i c H i s t o r y w i l l 
u n d o u b t e d l y s h o w . In
deed , a l though the s e a 
son is yet y o u n g I have 
l i t t le doub t that w h e n 
the h i s t o r i ans c o m e to 
r ev i ew the s eason , 
G i v e ' s m a t c h Wi l l be re
ga rded as h is f ines t 
hour . R i c h ' s h i s nearest 
hour, and for the sk ipper 
h is c o l d e s t hour . T h e 
m a t c h as a Whole w i l l 
s tand as a t r ibute to the 
qua l i t y of guts m a n k i n d 
in a l l i ts f o rms can de
monst ra te ; even as s t u 
dents . 

F ina l Resu l t : l .C . w o n 

T e a m : N i g e l Foster 
( C a p t ) , B i l l C a l d e r w o o d , 
R i c h B r o w n , M i k e S t r i c k 
l and , G i v e P embe r t on , 
and R i c h a r d W a d d i l o v e 

(this is h i s real name . In 
p rev i ous ed i t i ons of 
' F e l i x ' h is va r i ous a l i a ses 
have been u s e d fo r 
s ecur i t y reasons — n o w 

he is an e s t ab l i shed star 
th i s is no longer neces 
sa ry ) . 

Nigel Foster 

WHICH WAY NOW? 
CROSS COUNTRY CLUB REPORT 

Last W e d n e s d a y , a 
c o n s o r t i u m of twe l v e 
in t rep id c r oss - coun t r y 
runners set off for the 
po la r w a s t e s of Potters 
Bar in w h a t c an on l y b e 
te rmed ' a c o n g l o m e r a 
t ion of o d d s and e n d s ' — 
o the rw i s e k n o w n as a n 
R . C . C . m i n i b u s . W i t h 
S teve W e b b o n c e aga in 
p r o v ing that th is cont rap
t ion c o u l d in fact move , 
desp i t e the fac t that he 
was f l y ing a r o u n d 
a l a rm ing l y on a s l i d i n g 
seat, w e f o u n d ourse l ves 
at the V e t s C o l l e g e at 
the r i d i c u l o u s l y ear ly 
hour o f 2 o ' c l o ck . 

C r o s s - c o u n t r y c l u b 
ef f ic iency w a s once aga in 
d i sp l a y ed w h e n the Ve t s 
cap ta in — a n d a l so a 
U.L . o f f ic ia l , w h i c h ex
p l a ins e v e r y t h i n g — a s k 
ed u s When w e h a d been 
inv i t ed , as t h o u g h w e 
weren ' t s u p p o s e d to be 
runn ing . Desp i t e the ab
sence of G . Imp, the m i s 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g w a s 
c l ea r ed up a n d a l o n g 
w i t h L . S . E . , V e t s and 
B r u n e i , l . C . l i ned up to 

face batt le w i th the near-
A r c t i c c o n d i t i o n s — P a d 
says he is w o r k i n g on a 
c en t ra l l y hea t ed j ock 
s trap as cer ta in ex t r emi 
t ies t end to freeze up 
w h e n it gets so c o l d . 

The course w a s 5 
m i l e s of p l oughed f i e ld , 
numerous s t i l es a n d 
barbed w i r e f ences , 
w o o d s a n d r a i lway e m 
bankments , and any th ing 
e l se you care to th ink 
of. Un for tunate l y , the 
s n o w ob l i t e ra ted many 
of the f lour mark ings , 
and any number of c on 
ferences were he ld to 
d e c i d e w h i c h w a y to go, 
and matters were not 
he lped When w o r k m e n 
s h o w e d us the w r o n g 
way . Rob A l l i n s o n , once 
aga in , l ed l .C . home in 
6th p lace , and w o u l d 
have done even better 
in Pad ' s w e l l i e s . T h e n 
f o l l o w e d Ian E l l i s in 
12th p l ace and Pau l 
C l a r k e i n 14 th . R i c h 
' H a i r A r t i s t ' Har r ing ton 
c a m e in w i t h Ke i th ' m y 
kn i cke r s are w e t ' A h l e r s 
in jo int 18th pos i t i on 

and then came the f am
ous p a c k i n g at the back , 
for w h i c h IC C C C has 
become r enowned in 
a th le t i c c i r c l e s . S teve 
W e b b , after turn ing an 
ank le in one of the many 
p l oughed f ie lds, ran in 
w i t h R i c h ' A l t ' Garnet t , 
w h o seems to be suffer
ing more than mos t of 
us , f r om a lack of t r a in 
ing . A s h l e y Coope r was 
2 3 r d , na r row l y ahead of 
M i k e W e l f o r d in 2 5 t h , 
desp i te hav ing numer 
ous s tops to d e c i d e 
whether w e were lost . 

The m a t c h off ic ials 
were just about to g ive 
up h o p e of s e e ing the 
rest of IC, p r e s u m i n g 
them lost w i thou t trace, 
w h e n w e saw the u n m i s 
takab le s i gn of Pad ' s 
go lden l ocks f lut ter ing in 
the w i n d . A l o n g w i t h 
h i m were the Honorary 
Foo tba l l Officer, Rob 
M a d d i s o n , and A n d y 
F a i r h e a d . A f t e r w a r d s , as 
if it we ren ' t a l r eady 
c o l d enough , w e we r e 
g i ven a d r ink of i c e - co ld 
shandy . Then back to 

the chang ing rooms , and 
a free f i v e -minute de
mons t ra t i on by Rob M a d 
d i s on on h o w to d i s 
mant l e a showe r uni t . 

A f t e r a good tea, w e 
re turned to the Queen ' s 
in rap id f a sh i on , and 
then the U n i o n , whe r e 
Rob A l l i n s o n empt i ed 
his pocke t s of our 
money , Ke i t h A h l e r s i n 
s i s t ed on g o i n g to the 
Bo l t ons , and is n o w a 
c h a n g e d m a n . T h e meet
ing w a s ad j ourned at a n 
u n k n o w n hour . 

Injuries i nc lude Pete 
J o h n s o n (b ru i sed foot ) , 
J . S . ( J o cks t r ap? ) K a l i -
ray (weak excuse ) , Geoff 
Spur r (b ru ised foot ) , G . 
Imp ( i r reparable bra in 
damage ) , Dave H o w l -
brooke a n d Dave J o n e s 
w i t h too m u c h work . 
Ne i l Boag has been l is t 
ed a m i s s i n g pe rson . 
Dave Payne d i d n ' t ask 
for a men t i on in Fe l i x 
th is week , so he ' s not 
get t ing one. 

MJW 

Stratford Competition 
28th November 

T h o s e m e m b e r s of the 
I .C .G .A . w h o d i d n ' t 
qui te make the grade of 
the first t eam a l so braved 
the c o l d east w i n d a n d 
the h o w l i n g b l i z za rds of 
W e d n e s d a y , Novembe r 
2 8 t h . T h e s cene w a s su i t 
ab ly set, the c ou r s e cov 
ered b y ice-sheets , a n d 
greens l a c k i n g f lag-
s t i c k s . N ine brave m e m 
bers turned out i n c l u d 
ing s u c h pe rsona l i t i e s as 
Bev ( B . M . W . ) S m i t h , 
J u l e s (the hust le r ) D a n , 
A d r i a n (the money ) 
Evans , and Ron (can y ou 
l end me a gol f ba l l ? ) 
W e a t h e r a l l . Others i n 
c l u d e d T i m R o u n d , M i k e 
( M i n i ) M a r x and H o w 
ard Rosse r . 

T h e Winner by 6 
po in ts w a s , su rp r i s e , sur
p r i s e — J u l e s D a n , w h o 
re turned an 8 8 — p l a y i n g 
6 s t rokes be l ow h is 'offi
c i a l ' h and i cap . J o i n t 
s e c o n d we r e T i m R o u n d 
and A d r i a n Evans , both 

w i t h 3 2 po in ts — the 
latter a l so s c o r i n g an 8 8 . 

A l l a va i l ab l e m e m b e r s 
of the gol f c l ub are en
couraged to tu rn up at 
R . M . S . at about 1 3 . 0 0 
hrs . on W e d n e s d a y s for 
these S tab l e f o rd compe 
t i t i ons . For a 10p en 
t rance ' s t a k e ' w h i c h 
goes into a ' p o t ' y o u 
have the c h a n c e to re
turn f r om the gol f c l ub 
a c t u a l l y hav ing m a d e a 
prof i t ! (w inner takes a l l ) . 
S o far the r ecord 'pot" 
has been 8 0 p ! — sure l y 
w o r t h tu rn ing up for. 

If you gol fers tu rn up 
at C i v . E n g . at 1 2 . 3 0 hrs . 
on W e d n e s d a y s , there i s 
genera l l y a g ood c h a n c e 
of t ranspor t b e i n g a va i l 
ab le ( though no guaran
tee of th is can be g i ven ) . 
A n d n o w that J U L E S has 
had his h a n d i c a p cut to 
18 by a major i ty d e c i s i o n 
of the C o m m i t t e e , every
one has a c h a n c e of 
w i n n i n g . 

Canoe Club 
Seve ra l days ago , 

m e m b e r s of l . C . Canoe 
C l u b t ook part in the 
' D e s c e n t of the R iver 
E x e ' f r om above T i ve r ton 
to Exeter , a g rue l l i n g 19 
m i l e race w i th f earsome 
r a p i d s ^ n d 10 large we i r s 
to be shot . The entry th i s 
year was a r ecord break
ing 4 2 5 in a l l c l a s s e s . 
The 6 l . C . padd l e r s and 
suppor t c r e w j o ined the 
U L U party . 

W e t rave l l ed to Exeter 
on the F r iday night in a 
t rans i t a n d asso r t ed cars 
(6 of t h e m ) . Sa tu rday 
was spent l ook ing over 
the course (pubs) a n d 

The starts were Chao
t ic . Be tween 3 0 a n d 8 9 
boats l i ned up a c r o s s the 
r iver f a c ing ups t r eam, 
the gun went a n d aH 
raced 2 0 0 ya rds up
s t r eam, r ound a buoy 
and back d o w n t owards 
the first we i r . T h e n a n 
other b u n c h s tar ted , a l so 
go ing ups t r eam, to d « 
the same manoeuvre . 
Th i s was repeated about 
8 t imes . 

Desp i t e severa l s w i m s 
and e s k i m o ro l l s a l l l . C . 
padd l e r s r eached the 
f in ish s ome w i t h rather 
s m a s h e d bo r r owed boats 
(one lost most of the 

inspec t ing the damage 
cause to 2 of the c a r s 
w h e n they both a rgued 
w i t h the same tree. 
Sa tu rday even ing was 
spent d r i n k i n g tac t i cs 
a n d d i s c u s s i n g beer in a 
superb l i t t le pub . 

S u n d a y m o r n i n g even
tua l ly c a m e and every
one was s u d d e n l y s t ruck 
by i l l ness . The t eam 
doc to rs , phys i o and 
nurses ( f rom var i ous 
London Hosp i ta l s ) c l a i m 
ed it w a s nerves and so 
desp i t e s ome br i l l i an t 
detours w e a l l r eached 
the start . The weather 
was rather c o l d a n d the 
water even co lde r . 

d e c k ) . J o h n H u b b a r d 
f in i shed 1st in Sen i o r K 2 
b r ing ing back a b i g pot 
and a s h i e l d . D i a n a D a l -
g l i e sh c a m e 3 r d , m u c h 
to her su rp r i s e , in the 
Lad i es . B o b J o c e , T i m 
Perry a n d B o b Evans 
c a m e 9 t h , 10th a n d 3 0 t h 
respec t i ve l y out of 1 3 0 
starters in the S l a l o m 
C l a s s . Dave Rosen tha l 
doesn ' t th ink he c a m e 
last. H e d i d c r o s s the 
f in ish l ine w i t h most of 
h is boa t and severa l 
p eop l e left way b e h i n d 
h i m . D a v e w a s p a d d l i n g 
Sen i o r K 1 . 

John H. and Tim P. 

» 
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Continued from page 5 
The d e m a n d s g i v en equal pr ior i ty 

are : 
1) the abo l i t i on of d i s c r e t i onary 

a w a r d s . 1 5 - 2 0 % of pos tg raduates , 
many s tudents at t e chn i ca l co l l e ges 
a n d those w h o change c ou r s e or re
peat a year at present rece ive no grant 
at a l l . 

2) The ra i s ing o f the m a i n rates of 
the grant to a rea l i s t i c level c a l c u 
lated a c c o r d i n g to a l tera t ion in the 
s tudent c os t index . 

3) Par i ty for mar r i ed w o m e n ' s 
grants w i t h the fu l l g rant rate. 

4) A n annua l grants rev iew. 
5) A n end to a l l a n o m a l i e s in the 

grants s y s t e m . 
6) the abo l i t i on of the means test . 
7) F u l l grants for u n m a r r i e d 

mo the r s p lus a fu l l dependents a l l ow 
ance . 

8) Par i t y for pos tg raduates a n d 
hea l th s e r v i c e s tudents w i t h the ful l 
grant rate. 

T o meet these d e m a n d s w i l l cos t 
an extra £323m. a c c o r d i n g to the 
T . H . E . S . 
W h i t e Paper on E d u c a t i o n 

C a m p a i g n aga ins t W h i t e Paper 
just as impor tant a n d l inked w i t h 
Grants C a m p a i g n . 

The G o v e r n m e n t ' s p r ov i s i ons on 
every aspec t of educa t i on , nursery 
educa t i on , teacher supp l y , t eacher 
educa t i on , s econdary e d u c a t i o n , fur
ther educa t i on , adu l t educa t i on , part 
t ime educa t i on a n d h igher e d u c a t i o n 
were f ound to be tota l ly inadequate . 
The government proposes to cut back 
s tudent p laces f rom 8 3 5 , 0 0 0 to 
7 5 0 , 0 0 0 in 1 9 8 1 . The in t roduc t i on of 
the D i p l o m a in H ighe r E d u c a t i o n 
w h i c h is a two year course is felt to 
be a cheap f o r m of e d u c a t i o n in fer ior 
in resu l ts to an equal t ime spent at a 
un ivers i t y degree course and unwant
e d b y emp loye r s . The entrance re
qu i rement of two A-Leve l s for entry 
into B . E d , degrees are felt unfa i r and 
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y aga ins t w o r k i n g c l a s s 
ch i l d r en w h o have not had great 
e m p h a s i s p l a c ed on their a c a d e m i c 
a ch i e v emen t s . 

A n a m e n d m e n t to b l a c k l i s t a l l c o l 
leges offering the D i p . H E w a s de
feated , as the d e c i s i o n l ies w i t h s i x th 
f o rmers a n d not s tudents , and there 
d i d not s e e m to be a sat i s fac tory way 

of m o b i l i s i n g the s c h o o l s as w e l l as 
co l l e ges . A pup i l despera te for a 
p lace in h igher educa t i on m igh t not 
be very co-operat ive in r e fus ing a 
chance to get a D i p . H E . 

The m a i n d e c i s i o n taken w a s to 
recogn ise that the W h i t e Paper c a m 
pa ign w a s just as important , if not 
more s o , than the Grants C a m p a i g n 
and that they s h o u l d both be g i ven 
equal pr ior i ty . 
M i n e r s a n d Phase III 

Our on ly speaker b o o e d ! 
Con f e r ence c o n d e m n e d Phase III 

for l owe r ing the l i v ing s t anda rds of 
the major i ty o f the popu la t i on and cur 
ta i l i ng w o r k i n g c l a s s r ights of free 
co l l e c t i v e ba rga in ing , a n d for s e r v ing 
the interests of the monopo l i e s , and 
their a l l i e s , the t iny major i ty of the 
popu la t i on w h o o w n a n d con t ro l the 
coun t r y ' s w e a l t h . The on ly w a y o f de
feat ing Phase III w a s seen to be 
through un i t ed a c t i on of those w h o s e 
interests it d a m a g e s , the w o r k i n g 
c l a s s and its a l l i e s i n c l u d i n g the s tu
dent movemen t . 

Con f e r ence therefore d e c i d e d to 
p l edge fu l l suppor t to the m i n e r s ' 
s t r ike and he lp it in any w a y p o s s i b l e . 

A n a m e n d m e n t p r oposed by Nor 
w o o d T e c h . po in ted out that the 
m i n e r s ' s t rugg le r a i s ed the ques t i on 
of powe r a n d w a s not mere l y a test 
of s t rength be tween the mine r s a n d 
the Gove rnmen t . 

Speake r s , on behal f of the a m e n d 
ment , f r om the W o r k e r s Revo lu t i on 
ary Party w a r n e d c on t inua l l y of the 
fact that the To r i e s w i l l not hesi tate 
to br ing in t roops and tanks due to 
the e c o n o m i c c r i s i s . 

IC ' s on ly speaker A l a s d h a i r C a m p 
be l l , suppor t ing the a m e n d m e n t c l a i m 
ed that the L i t t le john affair w a s on ly 
the t ip of the iceberg of the Gove rn 
ment ' s u n d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e ed ing s and 
w a s booed for r e c o m m e n d i n g a 
un i ted c a m p a i g n w i t h the miners for 
the remova l of the To ry government . 
De l ega tes 

N o r m a n Say l e s , T r evo r P h i l l i p s , 
D a v i d S i n c l a i r , J o h n Porter , J o h n 
East , A l a s d h a i r C a m p b e l l , A l f Perry, 
S o n i a Hoch f e l d e r . 

Ed i t o r ' s note : th is is the persona l 
v i ewpo in t of the Fe l i x reporter at the 
Con f e r ence . 

IC SQUAT IN 28 JAY MEWS 
O n the a f te rnoon o f last T h u r s d a y 

a g r o u p of s tudents f r o m Imper ia l 
CoMege , in con junc t i on w i t h M a i d a 
H i l l Squat te rs , t o ok over 2 8 J a y M e w s 
— W h i c h has been empty for 6 
months w h i l e s tudents a n d f am i l i e s 
th roughout L o n d o n suffer c h r o n i c 
home l e s snes s and h i g h rents . 

2 8 J a y M e w s — l i k e a number of 
other d w e l l i n g s in the same b l o c k — i s 
empty because , it i s be l i e v ed , the 
owne r is s p e c u l a t i n g ; hop ing that by 
get t ing vacant p o s s e s s i o n of the 
w h o l e b l o c k it c o u l d be prof i tably 
s o l d to Imper ia l C o l l e g e o r u s e d for 
other r edeve lopment . 

S tudents today in London cannot 
afford to l i ve . T y p i c a l l y , rents are £9 
p . w . — t h i s is i m p o s s i b l e on a grant 
of £520 p.a . 

S tudents cannot hope to reverse 
the S ta te ' s To ry educa t i ona l p o l i c i e s 
un l ess w e can prevent the imp l ement 
a t ion of these po l i c i e s . 

A b i g fac tor in the c h r o n i c shor tage 
of s tudent a c c o m m o d a t i o n in London 
is the cut-back in Higher Education 
expenditure, w h i c h means a c c o m 
moda t i on is not bu i l t , s u b s i d i e s are 
cut so co l l e ge re fectory p r i ces go up, 
and the real va lue of grants is re
d u c e d . 

In Essex Un i v e r s i t y s tudents are 
c o n t i n u i n g the i r o c c u p a t i o n of the 
Un i ve r s i t y adm in i s t r a t i on b l o ck . To 
day there is a na t i ona l d emons t r a t i on 
there in response to the c a l l put out 
at Marga te NUS Conference to de f end 
that o c c u p a t i o n . The squat of 2 8 J a y 
M e w s is part of that s o l i da r i t y a c t i on . 
T h e Essex o c c u p a t i o n is d i r e c t l y 
aga ins t the c u t - b a c k s a n d the i r 
effects in E s s e x — f o r ins tance they 
are d e m a n d i n g f i rm guarantees that 

ca te r ing a n d accommodation f a c i l i t i e s 
are e x p a n d e d . 

In W e s t m i n s t e r at the momen t 1 
in 8 houses is empty . W e be l i e v e that 
if the Co l l e g e Au tho r i t i e s are at a l l 
ser ious in the i r supor t for the grants 
c a m p a i g n they s h o u l d suppor t th i s 
squat a n d in con junc t i on w i t h W e s t 
m ins t e r C o u n c i l m a k e use of s o m e of 
these empty b u i l d i n g s for the h o u s i n g 
of s tudents a n d f a m i l i e s . There are 
m o r e empty d w e l l i n g s in W e s t m i n s t e r 
than h o m e l e s s peop le . 

From this squat we ask the college 
authorities to : 

1. Negot ia te w i t h the owne r s and 
Wes tm ins t e r C o u n c i l to arrange per
manent use of 2 8 J a y M e w s and other 
empty d w e l l i n g s in the b l ock . T h i s to 
be done by a c o m p u l s o r y purchase 
order if necessary . 

2. Pay for repairs to and legal de
fence of the b u i l d i n g . 

W e are app roach ing other squat t ing 
g roups , h o u s i n g g roups , t enants ' or
gan i sa t i ons , and T rade U n i o n s to take 
part in the w i d e r f ight for decent 
hous ing for all; a n d ins i s t that the 
homeless — students or families — 
are not to blame for homelessness 
therefore the author i t i es mus t b e 
made to p rov ide ; a n d where they fa i l 
to do so w e suppor t its t ak ing — its 
real nationalisation—as w e are d o i n g . 

STUDENTS DEMAND A LIVING 
GRANT AND A DECENT PLACE TO 
LIVE IN! 

SOLIDARITY WITH ESSEX OCCU
PATION — ROLL BACK THE CUTS 
IN EDUCATION! 

NO EVICTIONS I 
HOUSING FOR ALL! 

DROP EVERYTHING 
AND COME 

T O T H E G R E A T 

H A L L O N T H U R S . 

6 D E C E M B E R 

A T 1 2 . 4 5 - 1 3 . 4 5 

I n C h a r g e : C O L L E G E 

M E D I C A L S T A F F 

An accident occurs, Someone is hurt, 
You are nearby: 
At once you telephone the Health 
Centre: Priority!-but it may be 5 
or 10 minutes before expert help 
arrives. 
What to do in that vital 10 
minutes? What not to do? It is 
important that you should know. 
"You" is everyone reading this 
paper. 

A T T E N D A 

B R I E F I N G S E S S I O N 

ON 

FIRST FIRST AID 


