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300 students fined for backing

the NUS Grants Campaign

An amendment to a motion at last Wednesday’s UGM in Not-
tingham gives the College Authorities until 3 p.m. on Thursday to

drop all fines imposed or an immediate occupation of Trent

building will start.

These fines were im-

posed in July when the

Authorities —_ tightened

up their ordinances

(regulations) to allow a

fine of £1 per week for

every week that hall

fees are not paid begin-

ning three weeks after

receipt of the bill.

Although a_ partial

amnesty was granted

allowing the students

up to five weeks to pay,

at the beginning of this

term 300 students owed

fines of between £2-£4.

There are now only

60 left who have not

paid the fines and the

Authorities have threat-

ened to suspend any

students who do not

pay by the end of this

term.

The students have

been further enraged

by further fining which

took place over the

summer recess follow-

ing events at a sit-in in

support of the grants

campaign which

occurred before exams

last term.

Three people were

fined £5, five people

£7.50 and one £25

which included a £15

fine for ignoring a warn-

ing from the Bursar.

The lower sums have

been paid but the stu-

dent owing the £25 is

appealing.

The President of the

Union Doug Knott said

that he suspected a

frame-up, as he _ too,

had ignored the warn-

ing from the Bursar,

and done so with a cor-

ridor full of witnesses

and yet nothing had

happened.

The student who was

fined was convicted on

the basis of evidence

submitted by three

members of the Univer-

sity Authorities, one of

which was the Bursar.

The amendment at

last Wednesday’s UGM

’ was passed overwhelm-

ingly but the motion as

a whole will not be

voted on until today

(Tuesday).

Incorporated in the

amendment which .was

passed was a call for

the fines resulting from

the sit-in to be paid

back or dropped if not

already paid.

Students all round

the country are facing

increases in hall of resi-

dence fees, refectories,

clothes, rent and food

which show the £20 ex-

tra from the govern-

ment to be the insult it

is.

Many students must

be considering having

to leave college and

find a job rather than

continue to try and sub-

sist on £520 p.a. as

prices shoot out of the

ceiling.

A survey is being

undertaken at the mo-

ment of the increases in

hall fees and refectory

prices around the coun-

try and will be pub-

lished next week.

Increases of between

9% and 16% have oc-

curred almost every-

where which make the

necessity for an im-

mediate increase’ in

grants the most urgent

question for many stu-

dents.

Attention will be

focused on the NUS

conference to be held

in November to see the

amount _-_ of support

which will be forthcom-

ing for the rent strikes,

sit-ins, and occupations

at present occurring

and (like IC) on the

cards for next term.
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THIEVES

‘University College have re-

moved the boards in the

Union building with the lists

of past Presidents of the
Union and other Union
officials, it was revealed to me

on ‘Sunday by Norman Sayles,

ICU President.

This is traditionally a case

for the nefarious night activi-

ties of W.H.O. (Wooden

Horse Organisation) but

Norm regards it as more seri-

ous than mascot pinching and

is thinking of taking the mat-

ter ‘to a solicitor.

It is unclear when the

boards _ disappeared but

Deputy President Dave Sin-
clair as W.H.O. co-ordinator

will be hot on the trail if the

boards are not immediately

returned,

UCL who at periods in

their murky history of at-

tempted mascot ‘pinching have

been almost ‘successful have a

most peculiar if inviolate mas-

cot lof their own. It is the pre-

served body of Jeremy Ben-

tham who resides close 'to the

front entrance.

If they were to direct their

frustration at not having re-

trieved any of their own mas-

cots — which has obviously
produced ‘this rash and mean-

ingless action — 'to ‘E’ floor

of the Chesham in King’s

College they would find two

of their long lost oars in the

committee room.

Fire Engine

in

Committee

Room ‘A’
Committee Room A is un-

usable ait the present due to

a large proportion of the en-

trails of JEZ scattered over

the floor.

They have been lying there

since 'the vacation along with

a large amount of scraped-off

red paint, tarpauling and

paint pots.

UNION

1352 | MEETING
p.it.

And Now Another Episode in
the Continuing Saga of

PARKING PLACES

Successful Appeals

and alterations to

original list

Residents’ Places

AXE 106B O. Szpiro

LBF 443D M. G. Tutcher

LVR 171 A. J. Stevens

Commuter Places

Imperial Institute Road

(Red lines)

846 JHO S. C. Spyrou

565 AVO N. Hicking

BEV 291 N. R. Lisborg

JLH 696K H. E. Ong

FPA 294B P. K. S. Ong

429 GLR R. S. Harvey

9329 HN S. Milton

WCD 665K S. K. Sadek

RMO 526F T. J. Crooks

TRK 232M A. A. Ghandi

COG 356C P. J. Webber

OYU 962F | A. El-Ruwayih

SLM 924L { L. D. Wesley

MMH 507L L. Tso.

JJK 543) B. P. K. J. Frost

Alterations to shared

Places

(To be parked in

Imperial Institute Road)

OJT 220 K. G. Wingfield-
Digby

7222 KV. | D. Callen

KPM 461E { D. Adams

MHM 30OL J. Towler

SPC 814F 'M. 'W. Spencer

GLM 185C M. Orton

RLC 258E M. M. Moloney

HHX 367K J. Laws

In the case of split

pairs, only one of the

pair is in the above list.

Could the following

people who were origin-

‘ally sharing with the

above please see me

and return the original

sticker if already allo-

cated.

2707 TD T, Spiro

JMV 450K J. Blanch

YMK 18H P. J. Phelps

LEP 775K J. Ashton

855 'BIWA A. P. Porter

DNK ‘188F D. Tearle

NDW 604M N. G. Williams

| shall try to be in my

office at the following

times:

Tuesday 2.30-3.30;

Wednesday 12.30-1.00;

Thursday, 11.30-2.30;

Friday, 2.30-3.30.
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themselves. They would our living standards we In the wider field of the

keep prices and rents down, must remove these _ /eft- Labour movement you accuse

and really support the Grants _ta/kers in the NUS and the us of consciously working

Campaign. trade unions and_ replace against the interests of the

LETTERS

Open letter to

Mooney
Dear Mr. Mooney,

| am writing on behalf of I.C. Union executive to pro-

test about the atrocious Refectory conditions which have

prevailed since the beginning of this term.

First of all, we were promised an ALL DAY snack

bar in the Union building for Freshers‘ Day. This type of

catering facility | feel was essential from our point of view

and | would have thought profitable from yours. Instead

of the snack bar, four ladies at least were commissioned

at about 12.00 to begin laying out biscuits on plates for

Freshers’ Tea, which began at 3.00. This seems to be a

ludicrous situation, and | would have thought it more sen-

sible to have cancelled the Freshers’ Tea and organised

your staff into an all-day snack bar, Maybe your reason

for the decision was because College block had commis-

sioned the Freshers’ Tea and “only the Union” had asked

for an all-day snack bar. As well as this, | would suggest

that it-was probably easier from your point of view to

organise the tea rather than an all-day affair.

On top of this, we were told that the Union lower refec-

tory would not open during the first week of term, but that

it would definitely be open on Monday, 8th. Thus, when

people complained to us last week about the overcrowd-

ing in the other college refectories, we pacified them with

the assurance that this inconvenience was only for one

week and would be removed by opening the Union lower

refectory. This week it is impossible to persuade people

any longer, and | would not like to repeat the many names

w.th which you have been branded.

- | have heard reports of the salad section in Southside

running out of meals by 12.45, i.e., giving people 15

minutes choice, and then a “take it or leave it’ menu.

This situation can obviously NOT be tolerated, either

from the point of view of the refectory, or from the point

of view of the students of |.C.

| appreciate that you are having difficulties with re-

fectory staff, but find it very hard to believe that ALL your

staff from the Lower Union refectory resigned in the last

week of the summer vacation. Unless this was the case,

| suspect the fault to be wholly yours, in not striving to

solve the staff problem before the beginning of term.

Obviously, this problem is a difficult one to solve,

but after the discussion at the Refectory committee last

week, | would strongly recommend that in the future

you work to keep the Union lower refectory open over the

summer vacation. This will both help the overcrowding

in refectories due to conference ‘bookings, and also save

the Union staff from the inconvenience of being transferred
to an alien environment over the summer period.

Another solution which | feel must be considered is the

one of better wages for better staff. This is obviously
a difficult one to assess, but has there been a survey done

of wages paid to refectory staff in other colleges in the

London area?

| would appreciate a prompt reply in the form of a

letter before our Council meeting on Monday, 15th Octo-

ber, as | am certain that the refectories topic will come

up and | will be required to answer for you.

Yours sincerely,

= Norman Sayles,

President.

Mr. Mooney’s reply
Dear Norman,

|.am very sorry that you have had cause to complain

about the Refectory services, but | hope that when you take
into account the problems with staff which we have had,

you will understand.

The Union Refectory staff last term consisted of:—

Mr. Gomez (Chef), Joan (Cashier and chargehand), Kath-

leen, Nora and Dorothy, augmented by casual staff as

and when required, and as far as we were aware all were
returning for the first week of term or earlier. In the event

what transpired was rather different. Joan, as you know,

was taken ill last term, and after returning for the week
prior to the first week of term, found the work too. exhaust-

ing and resigned on Friday, 8th September. Mr. Gomez

returned from Spain one week later than expected and
announced that he had no intention of working in the

Union. Kathleen telephoned to say that she had found a

job at the same rate of pay, but with less hours.

these facts were known before Friday, 28th September. In
fact, in the case of Mr. Gomez, on 1st October. Were
therefore found it impossible to open the Union as pro-

mised, for the all-day Snack Bar. The four ladies you

saw were casual staff hired from the Employment exchange

for that day to do the Freshers’ Teas. The fact that the

College commissioned the tea had no bearing on the

matter.

We did offer the Union Refectory staff continuous em- |
ployment in a different capacity throughout the long vaca-

tion, the offer was declined. Keeping the Union open during

the vacation is uneconomical, as you well know.

Our rate of pay is the, second highest in Universities
in. the U.K. Mr. Fisher of N.U.P.E. will confirm this, a London

Medical College being the highest.

It is intended that the Union Refectory re-open on Mon-

day 15th, using office and casual staff, and while we will
not be able to provide a full service, | hope it will be suffi-

cient to alleviate the queues and problems elsewhere.

V. J. Mooney,

Rectory Manager.

P.S. The Refectory committee would greatly appreciate—
help in the form of student Labour, with the running of the .

college refectories. Student employees will be paid simi- |

jar wages to Refectory staff, and work either at lunchtimes

or at evening functions.

None. of :

Leadership

Crisis
Sir,

Many of us who did not

vote for the Union President

‘last term, at least hoped, de-

spite his politically inactive

stance, that he would attempt

to be reasonably democra-

tic and try to act in the in-

terests of the students that

he represented. Last_week’s

“Purple Patch’ showed us

that we were misguided.

The central theme of the

article was that we should

“work with’? and “‘back up”

the College by paying higher

refectory prices. The Presi-

dent believes that “the col-

lege authorities are ... on

our side’’ and we_ should

not make them “our ENE-

MIES’. Thus we_- should

“ACCEPT the increases’.

(His capitalisation, not mine).

| don’t believe that anyone

accepts that the price in-

creases are justified, not

even the “moderates” or the

apathetics, by whom, the

President claims, he was

elected. The price rises

simply demonstrate that the

College is NOT “on our

side’, and NOT working in

students’ interests.

It is clear that the educa-

tional sector of the economy

is having to pay for the Gov-

ernment’s economic crisis.

Children cannot have free

milk; ILEA has ‘part-time’

schools, because it cannot

pay teachers enough to live

in London; the number of

students in teacher training

is to be cut by half in the
next few years, despite the

shortage of teachers. These

are just a few manifestations

of Mrs. Thatcher’s pinch-

penny policies.

We know that

value of the grant is de-

creasing constantly. Refec-

tory prices are going up,

and Hall rents will also rise

next year. The cut-back

in expenditure by the DES is

causing much hardship to

students, and denying many

young people entry to

higher education, particularly

girls, who may have to

choose between marriage

and a degree education.

Who implements higher

prices and rents? College

authorities. Can anyone

claim that they are on our

.side?

lf they were really working

in our interests they would

confront the UGC, and point

out that UGC grants are not

large enough to run a uni-

versity with reasonable

prices and rents, given the

‘low student grant. They

would refuse to adhere to

the UGC policy that Halls

are refectories should finance

the real

12.45

12.55

My Choice.

13.00

13.40
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Accepting increases simply

opens the way for more in-

creases. The President

knows this as well as any-

one, yet he is backing down

at the merest hint of action.

He claims that he supports

the call for rent strike. Is it

consistent to accept price

rises because the College

authorities are our friends,

then call for a rent strike?

Students are looking to the

Union for some leadership.

We need some action in

our interest, by the President

and the Executive. None of

us will accept a_ sell-out

—moderates included?
Trevor Phillips,

External Affairs Officer.

COMMENT
Sir,

The Editorial of Felix, Oc-

tober 9, manages to refer

to a large number of issues

in a small amount of space

and to say absolutely noth-

ing of any sense on any of

them.

What it in fact seems to be
saying is on the one hand

that the Tory Government

can never be forced to ac-

cede to our demands for a

grant increase; on_ the

other hand if the present

leadership of the Trade

Unions and NUS is removed

(and replaced perhaps with

the writer of the referred to

nonsense) then NUS will be

able to get something out of

the Tory Government.

‘Kathleen ‘Corcoran.

Editor’s Reply

The main question here is

whether anyone can get any-

thing out of the Tory Gov-

ernment in_ the — present

period. The answer to that is

NO. Nothing that is, except

further attacks on _ one’s

standard of living and demo-

cratic rights.

According to a survey by

a City Stockbrokers food

prices rose on average 2.63

per cent last week alone —

unlike workers’ claims to the

Pay Board and_ students’

claims to the DES, most of

these price increases pass

through the Tory Price Com-

mission untouched.

This isn’t just nasty Tories

being mean to the workers,

the reason why this present

government is making these

swingeing attacks is because

they are driven on by the

rapidly deepening economic

crisis. In order to protect

their .profits, they have to

drive down the living stan-

dards of the working class,

cut back on domestic expen-

diture, and of course to do

this they have to emasculate

the trades unions and orga-

nisations of the working class.

Hence the Industrial Rela-

tions Act, Phase !, Phase Ill

and Gilbert Longden’s anti-

autonomy green paper.

To protect our rights and

them with a leadership who

will mobilise students and

workers around a platform of

removing this government

and replacing it with a La-

bour government pledged to

socialist policies, including

immediate cash supplemen-

tary grants to beat inflation.

PARANOIC
Sir,

Thank you for introducing

us all at 1.C. to a new game,

guessing how many times the

word ‘‘Stalinist’’ will appear

in the next issue of Felix. As

one of the alleged ‘‘Stalin-

ists’ at |.C., | would like to

make a few comments on

your editorial of October 9.

Nobody claims that the £20

grant increase conceded by

the Government was a great

victory, but it was the first

time ever that such an in-

crease has been given out-

side the Triennial Review,

and shows that the Govern-

ment can be moved. The

extraordinary conference on

grants held at 1|.C., set out

a coherent workable plan of

campaign for the next year;

raising the understanding and

support of students for the

aims of the campaign

through propaganda and ac-

tivity, the activity to reach

peaks at times of the meet-

ings of the Triennial Review

when the Government is most

vulnerable to pressure, and

at the same time the aid of

the organised working class

will be enlisted by joint cam-

paigning around the issue of

access to higher education,

something which is denied

working class children be-

cause of the inadequate

grant. The sole speech at

that conference by a mem-

ber of YSSS (of which you

are a prominent member at

1.C.), consisted in the main

in a paranoic assertion that

everybody else in the hall

was engaged in a witch-hunt

against YSSS, a laughable

assertion since we had ra-

ther more important matters

to discuss, which | guess is

why everybody laughed at

her.

The NUS a few years ago

was a clique-ridden social

club and travel agency,

whose leaders held back any

mass activity by students

and which was proved to

be indirectly financed by the

CIA. Now NUS is a nation-

ally important body capable

of defending and advancing

its members interests through

mass activity. Some of the

credit for that change must

go ito the so-called ‘‘pollitic-

ally bankrupt’’ leadership of

the broad-left, and the Com-

munist Party in particular

since we hiave worked con-

sistently for that change over

the years.

STOIC
PROGRAMME

TUESDAY, 16th OCTOBER, 1973 FRIDAY, 19th OCTOBER, 1973

BBC Television News. (In Colour.)

STARTING POINT. The first of a new

series of discussion programmes. Includ-

ing the Union Executive.

London Survival: FOOD. Cathy Gee takes

a look at eating in London including an

‘interview with Mr. V. Mooney the College |

Catering Manager.

12.45 My Choice.

12.55

13.00

13.30

17.45

18.00,

18.20

18.45

closedown.

New. Soundscape

closedown.

BBC Television News. (In Colour)

1.C.S.—Imperial College Societies.

BBC Television News. (In Colour.)

1.C.S.—Imperial College Societies.

working class in order to

retain our ‘privileged’ posi-

tions. This is a lie and yet

another example. of YSSS

paranoia. One only has to

read the ‘Morning Star’ to

see every day the call for

action by the Communist

Party against the Tories and

capitalism in general; but the

C.P. not only calls for action,

its members lead struggles

against Tory policies and

capitalism, unlike the SUL

(of which YSSS is the stu-

dent branch) which shouts

from the sidelines about

building an alternative lea-

dership but never actually

leads. Why is this? It is

because the large majority of

SLL members are not work-

ing class, their ideas are re-

garded as ludicrous by work-

ers, and therefore they are

not trusted to lead. On the

other hand, the majority of

C.P. members are workers,

and other workers know by

experience that C.P. mem-

bers are to be trusted to ad-

vance the interests of the

working class as a whole,

which is why there are thou-

sands of C.P. members up

and down the country hold-

ing positions of responsibi-

lity (shop stewards, Trade

Union leaders, etc).

As for Chile, this is a very

complex problem and can-

not be passed off with one

fatuous line. In a country

in which the working class

is only 30 per cent of the

population, and Allende re-

ceived only 36 per cent of

the vote, openly arming the

workers immediately as SLL

calls for, would have meant

a coup much earlier. The

setback in Chile is not the

end of the peaceful road to

Socialism, just as the death

of ‘Che’ in Bolivia was not

the end of guerrilla warfare.

Paul Watkins

(secretary, 1.C. Communist

Party branch).

Living

Image?
Sir,

Norman Sayles comments

on the anomalous position

of Postgrads in the grant

structure in Purple Patch, Oc-

tober 9th, and states_ that

the grant is £15 a week. The

correct figure is, in fact, sig-|

nificantly less. This year the

Research Councils have in- °

creased their grants to £695

for a 52-week year — ap-

proximately £13.40 a week.

Pete Connell,

Maths. P.G.

e
e

a
s

-
_

o
o
n

e
s
 
e
e

a
e
 
e
e
 
e
o

Progressive Music.


