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I’M BORED
OLIVER DOWSON visits the NUS Emergency Conference on Grants.

The Grants issue is dead, at least until the start of next year. This was the only

message to come out of the NUS Emergency Conference on Grants held at Imper-

ial College in South Kensington on Saturday. Student leaders now have no clue of

what to do next.

The conference was not-

able among NUS confer-

ences for the poor quality

of the speeches, the almost

total lack of organisation,

and the general confusion.

Of the 800 delegates and

observers, less than 400

stayed to witness the end

of the 48-amendment,

seven-hour debate. And

the usual cameraderie was

gone, too. Those that did

stay rushed off home as

fast. as they could after-

wards.

Suspicions

It was the general fee!-

ing before the conference,

indeed, for many weeks

beforehand, that it would

be a complete waste of

time. The suspicions were

well-founded. Every sug-

gestion for new forms of

action — or, indeed, for

any action at all — was

crushed, leaving a sub-

stantive motion that serv-

ed only to reiterate poli-

cy agreed upon at the Ex-

eter Easter National Con-

ference.

Campaign

Continues

In_ brief, the NUS has

now rejected the Govern-

ment’s officer as_ inade-

quate, and have decided

to continue the campaign

in order to attempt to sec-

ure the demands at the

triennial

happens next year.

The NUS has made es-

pecial demands the

abolition of discretionary

awards, on which no ac-

this

yaer’s interim award, and

review, which

for

tion was taken in

married women. students’

The

has already promised revi-

sion of married women’s

grants next yeary

grants. government

Mass Action

Conference, hardly sur-

prisingly, is convinced

that the

only way to win a grant

mass action is

increase, and the motion,

contained this gem under

the heading of ‘Campaign

Philosophy.’

‘Conference realises

that the foundation of ef-

fective mass action is the

commitment and under-

standing of the student

body. Conference is fully

aware of the magnitude of

the task of building the

campaign from the start

of the year.

Conference envisages a

steady escalation of the

campaign during the au-

tumn term as a_consci-

ousness

volved is developed with-

in the student movement.

academic

of the issues in-

Conference recognises

that building such a firm

base is an essential part

of a campaign that will

have to be — sustained

throughout the year.”

The only — problem

would seem to be that al-

though they are “aware

of the magnitude of the

problem”

way of solving it.

they have no

Rent

strikes are to continue

and be stepped up where

possible, and this is the

only action now envisag-

ed. One speaker warned

against “turning — rent

strikes into a religion”—

but conference did not

Militant

action, such as sit-ins, a

National

heed his words.

Occupation

Week and other “unspeci-

fied militant action” was

decided against by a

crushing majority.

Boring

But, assuming you

know what's happened

this year. I need hardly

continue. If you’ve been

reading the student press

this year you will be as

bored with the grants

campaign as conference

was on Saturday.

Come December. Mar-

gate Annual Conference

will be upon us. Then

there should be some de-

and some new

policy. It won’t be in the

middle of exams, and de-

legates will be in a con-

ference mood in familiar

surroundings. Until then,

one can hardly expect the

campaign to get off the

ground — and by Decem-

ber (say January before

anything gets going) it will

probably be too late.

cisions

‘Students of London, ‘if

you want a grant increase

for 1974/5, you'd better

lay your faith in the Gov-

ernment.The NUS won't

do much for your cause.

Reds take

over IC Union

Building
Many an old LC. student will turn in his grave this

summer. From July 2Ist to 29th the Unin

Building will house some 300 left wingers discussing

the Marxist view of everything from Economics to Art

and Design.

The students of the Sth Communist University of

London will have two complementary aims.

Firstly they will work out their criticisms of the pre-

vailing bourgeois thinking which, consciously or uncon-

sciously, underlies most academic teaching of every

subject in the Western world today.

Secondly, they will regard Marxism, not as a dry,

book-learned dogma from the past, but as a - living

guide to action in the present day. They will be discuss-

ing and developing Marxism themselves.

Students of the Communist University can attend: ]

Specialist Course from the following: Art and Design.

Economics, Education History, Law, Literature, Philos-

ophy. Science and Technology, Sociology or an “Intro-

ductory Course on Marxism.”

Plus | General Course from: Marxist Philosophy.

Marxist Economics, The State and Class struggle, Im-

perialism.

In addition there are lectures on The Marxist Ap-

proach to Philosophy and History, The Marxist View

of Man, British Road to Socialism.

The course on Science and Technology should

pecially interest LC. students few of whom will have

heard a Marxist viewpoint on the controversies raging

in the scientific World. To pick out just a few: “Science

in Advanced capitalist Society” “The Crisis of Man and

the Environment,” “Technology as a Form of Social

Control and Domination” “Monods,” critique of Max-

ism” in choice and necessity and “The Non-Neutrality

of Science.”

es-

The left in Britain have a very poor record for work-

The

Annual Communist University aims to change all that.

If you want to take part or want to know more contact:

Paul Watkins, Mech. Eng. P/G or John Lane, c/o L.C.

Union Office, or write for a Prospectus to: Bill Sweeney

16, King Street, London WC2E 8HY.

ing out the theory that underlies their practice.

COUNCIL

Friday 22nd June 1973
7 for 7.30 p.m. Union Building Bar extension until 3 a.m.

D

£2.25 Single

Everybody welcome (not just Council)

TICKETS FROM HON. SECRETARY ILC. UNION

& D

from everyone at Felix

A

VERY

HAPPY

VACATION
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NATIONWIDE STUDENT NEWS |

Rent Strike Continues

at Reading

14 Students to be disciplined

Despite set backs the rent strike still

continues at Reading. Although every-

body paid their hall fees for last term,

about 1,400 are withholding rent for the

summer term.

Two weeks ago the authorities at

Reading wrote to the parents of all stu-

dents who had not paid last term’s hall

fees. The letter that they sent threatened

the parents with legal action if the

money owing to the University was not

paid promptly. Since that letter was sent

all the money owing from last term has

been paid. In protest against the Uni-

versity’s action, which the President of

the Union, Mark Cann, described as

moral blackmail, an occupation was

started. However it was discontinued on

the first evening after the Vice Chancel-

lor had entered the occupied building

with others, to see if any of the people

taking part could be identified. Four-

teen people were identified and internal

disciplinary action is to be taken against

them. The Vice Chancellor himself is

to be judge, prosecutor and jury.
The students at Reading are trying to

delay the disciplinary hearings until

after exams have finished on 12 June.

They are writing to the secretary of

the disciplinary committee saying that

the Vice Chancellor is too deeply in-

volved and committed on one side to be

an impartial judge.

University regulations forbid a staff

member with knowledge of an incident

leading to disciplinary action to sit on

a disciplinary committee. The students’

union believes that the same should

apply to the Vice Chancellor. They feel

that someone else should ‘be appointed.

lf they are successful in delaying the

hearings they hope to hold a national

rally in Reading soon after 12 June.

They are sending out notices of this to

all student unions.

Art Colleges

Campaign

The Spring Bank Holiday weekend

saw action by art college students, pro-

testing at Government plans for art edu-

cation. The art students are opposed to

the Delaney Report, and to the raising

of the entry requirement for the Dip-

loma in Art and Design to two A levels.

The Delaney Report, produced by the

local authority pooling committee,

recommends a worsening of staff stu-

dent ratios of, in some cases, 50 per

cent. A cut of this size threatens both

students and staff in art colleges. It

particularly threatens part time teaching

staff at art colleges. Artists often depend

on part time teaching. It is frequently

the only way they can eat and practice

their art at the same time.

To draw public attention to their

case that it is not relevant for art col-

leges to insist that students have two A

levels and that the Delaney Report

should not be implemented, various ac-

tivities were planned and carried out all

over the country.

Students at Harrow School of Art

made a sculpture out of scrap metal

outside the Harrow civic centre. At

Chelsea College of Art and at Maidstone

students engaged in an all night work-

in. Petitions were delivered to local au-

thorities by all manner of means, includ-

ing effigies of Mr. Heath and 60 foot

dragons at Wolverhampton Polytechnic.

Portsmouth Polytechnic — performed

street theatre in the town’s shopping

centre. Where students did not use paper

as a base for their protest they painted

on the pavements.

Derby College of Art held a teach-in

on 9 June and the Artists’ Union plans

to hold a conference here at Imperial

College on 23 June, preceded by a

demonstration from Hyde Park Corner.

London art college students are hoping

to be able to take a coffin into the
National Gallery this Friday as a fur-

ther example of their feelings about the

Delaney Report and the two A level re-

quirement for the Dip AD.

Maidstone College of

Art Exhibition

From 19 June to 1 July the walls and

floors of the Institute of Contemporary

Art will be given over to the work of

students at Maidstone College of Art.

The ICA believes that the exhibition of

painting and sculpture will show the im-

mense diversity of the work going on at

Maidstone. It will stress forcibly that a

policy which includes drastic cuts in

staff can only result in loss of quality

and invention. Maidstone is one of the

colleges which would suffer badly from

the Delaney recommendations. The ICA

hopes that the exhibition will be seen as

a fine example of what can be achieved,

and hopes that the DES will think again

before making further cuts in teaching

staff.

Alternative Education

at Garnett College

Students at Garnett College, dissatis-

field with the way in which they are

taught, took over the college for a day

on 7 June. Garnett trains students to be

teachers in Colleges of Further Educa-

tion and a Garnett student described the

college as “one of the more normally

apathetic colleges of education”. A pro-

gramme of alternative lectures has been

devised covering such topics as free-

schooling, alternative systems of educa-
tion and course content. As well as lec-

tures and seminars practical work-

shops will ‘be running throughout the

day. Departments of the college will be

opening up to allow students to try their

hands at things which are normally not

_ included in their course. There will be

opportunities for scientists to attend a

music workshop and for musicians to

turn lathes.

More news from Garnett is that Buzz,

the student newspaper, is going to merge

with the Roehampton Village Voice, a

local community paper, on 1 June. The

union has approved the move. Buzz is

taking a four page spread and paying

for its production. This merger should

help to integrate the students more

closely into the community and involve

the local community more closely with

the students. This is thought to be the

first time that a community paper has

merged with a student paper.

Invitations to South

Africa and Rhodesia

not to be withdrawn

About 300 students demonstrated in

Edinburgh on Monday in protest against

the attendance of delegates from South

Africa and Rhodesia at the congress of

the Association of Commonwealth Uni-

versities. The demonstration was timed

to coincide with a meeting of the court

of governors of Edinburgh University,

which met to consider its response to

a petition signed by 2,500 people. The

petition asked for the invitations to

South African and Rhodesian Univer-

sities to be withdrawn. At the end of

the meeting the court anounced that

they were not withdrawing their invita-

tions.

The Edinburgh students say that if

the invitations are not to be withdrawn

the ACU should find somewhere else to

hold their congress. Speakers, including

Digby Jacks, President of NUS, ad-

dressed the protesters.

No more Sabbaticals

A working party of the Governors at

the City of Leicester College of Educa-

tion have refused to recommend the ap-
pointment of a full time Deputy Presi-

dent. Three Union General Meetings

had taken the decision to elect a second

sabbatical officer and an Extraordinary

Union Meeting last week expressed its

disgust at the Governors’ decision. A

motion passed by an overwhelming ma-

jority stated:

“This Union believes that this de-

cision is completely contrary to the in-

dependence of the Union as stated in

the Articles of Government.”

The Union has decided to campaign

for a second sabbatical officer and is

hoping to ‘be given five minutes speak-

ing rights on the subject at the NUS

Emergency Conference on 9 June.
The Council of Senate at Cambridge

have refused to give a sabbatical to any

officers other than the President of the

Union. A meeting of the Cambridge

Student Union last week voted to go

ahead with elections anyway. The fin-

ance for another sabbatical officer will

come from an extra 74p a head on the

colleges’ Cambridge Student Union con-

tribution. Miss Murray, Cambridge

University’s next Vice Chancellor, is

strongly opposed to more than one sab-

batical officer. However, last term on

the representation committee she

strongly advocated three sabbatical offi-

cers. A petition is being organised ask-

ing her to explain her two faced be-

haviour.

Censorship Protest at

Edinburgh

A local trade union branch in Edin-

burgh has protested to the Edinburgh

University authorities about the exclu-

sion of an article on homosexuality from

the Bulletin, which is the University’s

official publication. The reason for its

exclusion was stated to be on_ the

grounds that it was not a “neutral” ex-

position of the subject.

- The article was submitted by Michael

Coulson, a member of the university

staff. A teach-in on homosexuality held

at the University was the reason for the

article. The protest has been made by

the Edinburgh branch of the Associa-

tion of University Teachers. They be-

lieve that to decline an article on the

grounds that it is not “neutral” is dir-

ectly counter to any idea of intellectual

freedom. The AUT branch in its sub-

mission to the University Constitution

and Structure Committee recommends

that “the way in which the editorial

policyof the Bulletin is determined

should ‘be reviewed.”

Protests against

Portugal

The Duke of Edinburgh, who flew

to Portugal on 5 June, was dogged last

week by demonstrators charging that the

trip marks British approval for Portu-

guese imperialism. The protests are part

of the End the Alliance Campaign

launched on 1 May by the Committee

for Freedom in Mozambique, Angola

and Guine. At the Welsh village of

Bryn Siecyn on 16 May about 50 stu-

dents harassed him when he arrived to

inspect the oyster beds, and handed him

a petition with 350 names protesting at

the Lisbon visit. They also staged a

guerilla theatre piece on Portuguese op-

pression of its African colonies.

In Scotland the following day he was

picketed at an Edinburgh club and later

at a Glasgow club. At the Northsea heli-

copter base outside Aberdeen he was

also greeted ‘by demonstrators. In Lon-

don women’s groups took up the picket-

ing at the Chelsea Flower Show.

The End the Alliance Campaign also

plans pickets outside the 21 Portuguese

consulates in Britain on 16 June, anni-

versary of the alliance. The vice presi-

dent of Frelimo (Front for the liberation

of Mozambique) will speak at a meet-

ing in Central Hall, Westminster, on 20

June. A mass demonstration will be

held in London on'16 June when Portu-

guese premier, Marcelo Caetano, starts

an official visit to Britain.

Principal Forbids

NUS Affiliation

The Principal of Kettering Technical

College has refused to allow the stud-

ents’ union to affiliate to NUS. Susan

Mitchell, President of the college union,

said: “At the moment the union gets

£400 a year grant for social functions,

But the Principal, Mr. McKinely, has

threatened to stop this if we join NUS”,
Apparently Mr. McKinley’s objections

to NUS stem from his belief that NUS

is only concerned with polytechnics and

universities. He does not believe that

its activities concern technical colleges

or further education colleges.

Presumably Mr. McKinley is not

aware that the focus of the NUS grants

campaign has been on_ discretionary

awards, which would affect most of his

students. Mr. McKinley said this morn-

ing: “The students talked to me about

joining NUS. I told them to give me.

a breakdown of the costs and benefits

and then I would consider it”. Presum-

ably Mr. McKinley has come to the

conclusion that the costs would out-

weigh the benefits to his students.

Joint Statement by |

NUS and the ATCDE :

Sabbatical Leave for Union Officers im.

Colleges of Education. é

A joint statement by the Association

of Teachers in Colleges and Depart-

ments of Education has just been issued.
The subject it covers is sabbatical leave

for union officers in Colleges of Educa-:

tion. A previous joint statement by,

ATCDE and NUS was agreed in May,

1967. At the time it was written no,

president of a student union in a college

of education had ever been granted sab-

batical leave. The first such leave was

granted in 1967/8 and has become more

common ever since. The statement by:
the new working party follows the main:

principles laid down in 1967, but be-.

lieves that it is important to review pro-’
cedures in the light of the last five years’

experience.

In this five years the question has ar-

isen as to whether a college authority

can veto the appointment of a particular
person to a sabbatical office. The state-
ment insists that provided the correct

constitutional procedures have been
followed the college authorities have no
right to interfere with a particular ap-

pointment. The student’s local authority

and the DES must be informed’ if a
sabbatical position involves an interrup-—

tion of a course.

A student officer on a sabbatical year

must retain the status of a student sub-

ject to the same regulations as other
students. The joint working party rec-

ommends that a formal exchange of

letters should take place between the

college and the student officer elect so

that his status is clear and uncontra-

versial. It suggests that the sabbatical

officer should in his own interests main-

tain some contact with his academic,
studies, but that college authorities

should not lay down ‘‘formal academic

commitments as a_ precondition for

granting sabbatical leave to student offi-

cers,

The statement also mentions the im-

portance of adequate finance being pro- .

vided if the student official is to be able

to carry out his job adequately. It be-

lieves that financial support should be

met from union funds to safeguard in-

dependence and should at the minimum

be equivalent to the student grant. Both

the college authority and the student

union should try to provide the best con-

ditions it possibly can for student union
sabbatical officers. The statement con-

cludes that “the contribution which a

good student union president can make

to the relationship between the college

authorities and the student union is

inestimable.”


