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£5,000

INCREASE

IN

UNION

FUNDS
The Finance and Ex-

penditure Committee of

the College have agreed

to a £5,000 rise in the

Union grant for next year.

At present the Union gets

a per capita grant of £8,

which aggregates to

£33,000. Annual union

expenditure is at present

of the order of £41,000,

the difference being made

good by income from the

bookshop and union in-

vestments (all in British

Savings Bonds).

The Committee — has

given a generous rise of

£100 on the Union’s de-

mand for £4,900. But

news this week throws a

shadow of doubt on whe-

ther or not the £5,000 will

be forthcoming. —

GOVERNMENT

BLOCK

Queen Mary College

and Royal Holloway Col-

lege Unions both colleges

within the University of

London, also put in for

Union fee increases this

term.

However, the colleges

referred the increases to

the Universities Grants

Committee, for guidance

on how the freeze would

affect their paying an in-

crease to the Union. The

UGC controls the flow of

all money to universities

and university colleges.

They in turn referred the

matter to the Govern-

ment, who have indicated

that the freeze also ap-

plies here

The UGC have thus

blocked the increases, and

it is likely that a circular

will be sent to all univer-

sities in the course of the

next few weeks advising

them not to pay increased

Union fees for next ses-

sion until the conditions

of Phase III are announ-

ced.

This news came as a

surprise to IC Union

offices on Sunday, and no

mention has apparently

been made by the college

authorities of any restric:

tions on paying the

£5,000.

‘WHERE ARE

RAG MI
FELIX Editor censured—

asp’
but resignation bid fails

Oliver Dowson, Editor of FELIX, was “severely censured” for “his part in the

printing of the rag mags” at last Monday’s I.C. Union Council Meeting. The

censure motion followed discussion of a paper prepared by Chemistry Department

representative and Rag Mag editor Michael Williams.

An amendment, tabled by Paul Jowitt, Deputy Pre-~

sident of I.C. Union calling for Mr..Dowson’s resigna-

tion as FELIX editor over the issue was defeated, but

not before Mr.

erous parts of Mr...

argument.

exposes, as Mr.

allegations.

Council also mandated

Mr. Dowson to print the

“discussion document”

containing allegations

against himself on the

front page of this issue of

Felix. Many further alle-

gations, including charges

of corruption, bribery and

dishonesty were levelled

against Mr. Dowson at the

meeting.

Mr. Dowson told a Fel-

ix reporter after the meet-

ing that the majority of
the allegations were “com-

plete fabrications”. He

said that he had been ex-

pecting a censure motion

all year ‘“‘as any sabbatical

officer—especially in the

first year of a new sab-

batical post — probably

does” but more for his

handling of FELIX,

pecially political issues”

than for this.

“It can only be des-

cribed as a witchunt,” he

said. “Some. members of

Council, eager to injure

me in any way possible,

seized upon this oppor-

tunity to implicate me as

having made _ nefarious

deals that served to injure

the Union, and to pry out

many details of my priv-

ate life that are no con-

cern of theirs”,

Paul Jowitt, in a letter

‘apologising’ to Mr, Dow-

son the next day, describ-

Jowitt had succeeded in dragging num-

Dowson’s private life into the

Many at the meeting delighted in these

Dowson willingly replied to all the

ed the meeting as a “bar-

baric ordeal”. In conver-

sation. he.asked Mr. Dow-

son to appreciate the

“necessity” of his actions.

Talking to FELIX, Mr.

Dowson said that he had-

expected and knew that

certain facts would have

to be discussed at some

time. “But I fail to see the

necessity of discussing

certain of the matters

touched on, certainly not

at an open Council meet-’

ing.”

Mr. Dowson said _ that

the action of Council, of

whom the Publications

Board is a sub-committee,

in mandating him to pub--

lish a self- defamatory

document, placed him in

“an invidious position”’.

He was dubious. about

the second. part of the

motion, which required

him to’ print. “something”

in this.-issue of -FELIX

‘“‘to make the facts as plain

as possible’. Council sub-

sequently decided that

‘something’ should be

done about the document

DISCUSSION PROPOSED

by Mike J. L. Williams

SUBJECT:

below which was discussed

at the meeting. “A docu-

ment which in my opinion

misrepresents the facts,

and only presents them

from one angle, can hard- -

ly be termed as ‘some-

thing’ which makes the

facts as plain as possible’,

said Mr. Dowson, “‘espec-

ially when its allegations

are potentially libellous”’.

He did however state

that, by comparison with

the allegations in the

document, those made at

the meeting were quite

ludicrous. He specifically

referred to the arguments

used by Mr. Jowitt in his

call for his resignation.

“The suggestion that I

‘rigged’ the printing con-

tract for FELIX with the

printers in order to gain

financial reward for my-

self is absolutely untrue.

It is a shocking allega-

‘tion to make. Action of
this nature on my _ part

would constitute fraud”

he went on.

The only commission

he received on print he

had got for ICU was on

some Ents Committee

posters, he said, and this

had been-passed on to the

Union.

The discussion docu-

ment which _ specifically

refers to Mr. Dowson’s

alleged mishandling of the

printing of the rag mags,

is reproduced below.

Ollie Dowson and his handling of the Rag Mags.

It is with regret that I bring this topic to the attention

of Council. Too many times in the past year I’ve given

Dowson the benefit of the doubt but now the ridiculous

state of affairs concerning the Rag Mags simply CANNOT

go on any longer.

The job of editing the Rag Mag was given to me and
Mr. M. Moloney in June last year. By the end of the first

two weeks of the next session, the Rag Mag was complete.

Dowson had already been. approached. by..my. éo-editor in

_ June so it wag just a matter of seeing him, ironing oui
minor problems and getting it printed. Phis was done exac: ly

one week later. It was now three weéks into -the session

and our job was completed. The jokes and written material
now only had to be typed out and sent--te the printers,

. which Dowson cheerfully offered: to-do. As-far as we- were

concerned, the Rag Mags would arrive in about three weelts

- time (six weeks into. the term). So far so good. But then
came a set back.

It appears that Bowser fell ill and couldn't type the
material out in time to get it to the printers (he omitted

to inform anyone about his illness). The printers received

the copy three days late by which time, it appears, they had
received an H.M.S.O. contract. for six million copies of the

highway code. °

A long delay was naturally expected and so Dowson was

persuaded to change the printers to Roneo Vickers where

the man concerned was Mr. Tony Rogers. Mr. Rogers re-

ceived only a small part of the Rag Mag.with no written

material, although Dowson led people to believe that he

had received all the copy and would print in a few weeks.

By now it was the end of term and many people were un-

derstandably very upset at the non-arrival of the Rag Mags

But surely, I thought, if Dowson had been telling ‘the

truth, the Rag Mags (now ostensibly in the hands of Mr.

Rogers) would arrive by the beginning of the 2nd term.

The 2nd term arrived and no Rag Mags did. It was at

this point Dowson’s blatant uneo- operation was becoming

very noticeable.

I continually pressed, ‘badgered and pleaded with Dowson
about the Rag Mags. I always got the same reply: “Just give

it a few weeks and they’ll-turn up. I’ll give Mr. Rogers a ring

sometime and see what the hold-up is”. This dialogue oc«

curred many, many times throughout the second term.

In a last-ditch effort to get Dowson moving, I threatened

him with exposure to the ‘Daily Express’ Action Line. (Itis

perhaps fortunate that Dowson doesn’t read the ‘Express’

because the Action Line department hasn’t been function-

ing fcr some time now). Still, it got Dowsen moving. He

contacted Tony Rogers and later. gave me the explanatien.

that there had been some sort of mix-up and Tony Rogers

was apparently still waiting-for the rest of the written

material which Dowson had omitted to send him. Dowson

thus admitted having some (if not all) of the~ written
material still in his possession. Dowson assured me that

he would type out the rest of it (thus admitting that there

was still some typing to do — even after previous assur-

ances of the imminent arrival of the Rag Mags). It was at

the next to last I.C.U. Council of the 2nd term that Dowson
told me that he had finally sent in the last lot. of typed out

material to Tony Rogers.

At last! At last! I thought, it’s finally happened. But that
assurance turned out to be as worthless as the rest. At the

end of the 2nd term, still nothing had happened.

It was now the Easter vacation, which, unsurprisingly.

Dowson spent in Ireland where I could not reach him. So

using the phone number I had managed to squeeze out of

him (he was extremely reluctant to give it) I eventually

contacted Mr. Tony Rogers. I say “eventually” because the

number only connected me to Roneo Vickers main office.

I obtained Mr. Rogers’ correct phone number by writing

him a letter c/o that main office. In that letter I asked him

why no Rag Mags had arrived. He replied by- phone that he

STILL hadn’t received the final material from Dowson.

He said that he, also, had had great difficulty in contacting

Dowson and expressed a feeling of contempt for the atti-

tude of our Felix editor in his business methods.

So we approach the end of this saga of frustrated attempts

to obtain a Rag Mag. I asked Tony Rogers to send me all

that he had of the copy in the hope that if there was only a

few things missing, I could supplement it, return it, and,

finally get a Rag Mag. The sole contents of the folder he sent

me was:

the cover, the route map, a few pin-ups (obtained from the

offices of the Daily Mirror) and a few notes on printing

specifications. Missing were:

all the jokes, cartoons, the crossword, photographs,

features, advertisements and credits.

On Monday 8th May I saw Dowson in the I.C. Union office

where I asked him where the rest of the copy was. He said

that he still had it at home. I asked him to bring it in the

following day and he agreed to dio this. At the time of writ-

ing he still hasn’t.

In conclusion I'd like to refer to the last Council meeting

(Min. No. 998) where Dowson said that he would do all in his

power to get the Rag Mags here knowing all along that they

couldn’t possibly come while he still had most of the copy.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

i LC.U. Council severely censures Mr. O. F. Dowson, for his

part in the handling of the printing of the Rag Mags.

ii I.C.U. Council mandates the Editor of Felix to print some-

thing in the next available edition to make the facts as

plain as possible (The “something” referred to should be

discussed by Council).

artwork.

MIKE J. L. WILLIAMS
Chemistry Department Rep.

SUK/IC Rag Mag Editor
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Letiers to the Editor

Sir,

it was with the deep-

est feeling of regret that

| read the tale of the sad

demise of Mr. Ron Ap-

pleby and his missing

_ 400 copies of Broad-

sheet ghosted away dur-

ing the night. The very

thought of such a perver-

sion of ‘literary genius

makes my eyes fill with

tears and my_ breast

heave with sorrow. And

as | stop to wring out my

shirt may | offer him my

sincere condolences.

Unfortunately being

~ away trom college on the

night concerned I| can-

not offer any light as to

who were the perpetra-

tors of this dastardly

crime but | suggest Mr.

Applepie should cheer

up. After all he should

feel heartened that in at

least one fan of Broad-

sheet who is not only

content with his quota of

7 copy but wants the

whole satisfaction of

A400! (a potential £4.00

worth—rotten jews). It

is remarkable Mr. Apple-

pie has not called in the

police to investigate this

rotten felony. Is he hid-

Is he

covering up? Could our

~ jing something?

introverted friend in a

sudden fit of puritanical

frenzy have flung the

whole damn lot down the

College incinerator.

We must wait and see

if these call-girls mean

the downfall of our est-

eemed editorial collea-

gue after such an ad-

mission of incompe-

tence. After all Guild-

sheet has no distribution

problems with its 700

plus fun-filled copies:

even complete with full

frontal covers. .

Which reminds me Mr.

Dowson; what about the

distribution of your glor-

jous Felix. In days of

yore when / arrived for

first lecture on a Tues-

day there used to be a

pile of mint Felixes (or

is it Felices) waiting for

me. Now not even com-

ing into lectures at all |

can scarcely find a copy

of Felix anywhere any-

time on the appointed

Tuesdays. Is this Sabba-

tical efficiency?

Yours sincerely,

| Charles M. Wrigley

Editor, Guildsheet.

Sir,

Whilst

office recently, | happen-

in the union

ed on_a copy of SEN-

NET. This is, of course,

the Journal of the Uni-

versity of London Union.

! was immediately struck

by the finely set out col-

umns, the quailty and

number of its illustra-

tions, the superb nature

of its up to date and ex-

tremely relevant news-

reports, all with perceép-

tive and witty editorial

The

page, to which | do ‘not

comment. sports

usually cast my eyes in

the National Dailies, at-

tracted me immediately.

The contributors would

do justice to the back

pages of the Observer. |

wondered who could it

be that was architecting

such a literary pearl.

Investigation as to the

identity of this Beaver-

brook of Malet Street re-

vealed that the post was

being filled on a part

time basis by a person

who is registered at this

college. Surely | thought

such Talent could work

wonders as editor of

our humble Organ, FEL-

IX. Could we not provide

him with a sabbatical al-

lowance and, giving him

a free hand, sit back and

enjoy the benefits of his

date

efforts. In my. estimation,

considering the nature

of his achievements on

SENNET, a mere three

hours, per issue, of his

time should be suffi-

cient. He would then be

free to do whatever he

wanted. Perhaps edit the

Times, or Punch or per-

haps squeeze his black-

heads.

Should anyone wish

to make the Sennet edi-

tor an offer, he can be

contacted in the Felix

Office. Just ask for Olly

Dowson.

Yours,

R. LI. Lolley (Tariq)

Sit,

‘Following the recent

trend of Felix (editor)

bashing | would like to

propose some construc-

tive ideas as to how the

union may obtain value

for money both from

Felix and the 3rd sab-

batical officer (Felix edi-

tor).

! would like to see the

post of Felix editor and

publicity officer combin-

ed and elevated to exe-

cutive level. This would

| believe mean that the

editor has a more detail

knowledge of what is

happening in this col-

lege and thus help pro-

mote events. Felix then

might even carry up to

- reports, pictures

and news. | believe that

this would enable the

less active members of

the union to_ identify

themselves with a union

which does, despite its

lack of publicity, have

one hell of a lot going

on.

| have specified that

‘the editor should have

executive level respon-

sibility to. try to elimin-

straight’

ate the alienation which

has occurred this year

between the editor and

union. The exec must

work as a team on Felix

is THEIR

newspaper to represent

because it

the activities and inter-

ests of the _ union. It

could also _ eliminate

problems such as _ re-

sponsibility for distribu-

tion so that the wretch-

ed rag does not lie

around the union office

for days, as happened

to the last issue.

Finally | would like

to emphasise that it is

the responsibility — of

clubs and societies to

send reports to Felix,

and the editor should de-

vote more time to chas-

ing such news, rather

than obtaining the more

obscure type of articles

we have seen this year.

Malcolm Newman

P.S. — Congratulations

Mr. (broadsheet) Apple-

by on publically admit-

ting that rcs exec are

“exceedingly childish’

(Felix No. 336).

* The Editor will be giv-

ing his own views on

how the FELIX editor-

ship should be run in the

next issue, which will be

the last this year. |

Dear Sir,

In the name of Chris-

tianity, Mr. Veall has

shown the Church |is

bent. He has shown

nothing bent about

Christianity.

In the name of Marx-

ism, it is obvious that

Russia et al is not ex-

actly straight. Nothing

has been shown “‘not

about Marx-

ism. 7

As a follower of nei-

ther doctrines, and hav-

ing little faith in either,

may | wish upon both,

an adaptation of an old

showbiz expression:—

“Kindly leave the page”’.

Yours faithfully,

P. W. Jowitt.

JOHN LANE

President's Piece

| PRICES

Although Friday’s Finance and Executive Com-

mittee’s of IC’s Governing Body heard a recom-

mendation from the Secretary of the College Mr.

Davies for a 5 per cent increase in Refectory prices,

the final decision will not taken until the full meet-

ing of Governors at the end of June. The Union

observers put the case for no increase arguing

that the £20 additional increase in grant cannot be

regarded as an excuse for allowing further infla-

tion. Since all colleges and universities are faced

with similar deficits if they refuse to put up prices

and deliberately breach the U.G.C. (i.e. Govern-

ment) regulations then the Government will have

to give way and either subsidise refectories or bet-

ter still increase grants to such a level that we can

afford the economic price for a meal. Apparently

the Committee of Vice-Chancellors and Principals

are considering some joint action but whether it

is the sort of firm stand that we have asked for

is another matter.

On the brighter side the increases would not

take place until the beginning of next session when

it would.be easier to mount some resistance to

them whereas at the beginning of August this would

be well-nigh impossible.

VACATION FIELD COURSES

Over the last few months the union has made

representations to the College about the financial

hardship incurred by students having field courses

during their vacations. A typical Geology student

might lose £110 because hotel bills are around £3

a night while the subsistence grant is only £1.20

(£200 in potential earnings in vacation over 3

years).

The Rector’s reaction was to circularise Heads of -

Departments with guidance that where possible they

should take all financial arrangements for travel,

board and lodgings out of students’ hands so that

no hardship should arise. If this was not possible.

the previous situation would apply. At first sight 4

substantial victory but would the finance be avail-

able?

The money available would increase from

£24,000, the U.G.Cs. amount to £30,000 but, what

if this was not enough? The departments. could

claim that for financial reasons it was not “‘pos-

sible’’ to make all the arrangements themselves,

and the students would be left exactly as before.

At Friday’s FG@E meeting the Rector did give some

assurances. Departments can take money from

other sources to supplement the money earmarked

for field courses. Also the Rector did believe that

there would be no hardship this summer and if

there was going to be any he wanted to know. We

have proposed that the sum allocated should be

based on a survey of field course needs rather than

an arbritrary figure but in the short term if you

are going to be left out of pocket because of a

field course get onto your Departmental Rep. or

myself, now.

INSURANCE

Next session if you have an accident in College

you will have automatic insurance cover. This has

arisen from representations to the College from the

the P/G Committee about this issue. The final de-

tails have not yet been settled but a typical policy

covering both post and under graduates might give

£1000 for death or loss of Jimb or eyes, or £10 per

week for 2 years for a less permanent injury.


