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Effect of boycotts?

“WE'LL CLOSE
REFECTORIES™

NEWSPAPER OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION
FREE!

Says Mooney

“Nil” is Mr. Mooney’s. opinion of the immediate
effect that catering boycotts would have on the coliege.
Mr. Mooney, the college’s catering manager, was inter-
viewed by FELIX on Thursday following the over-
whelming decision of a “meeting of IC students” (the
E.G.M. having just been declared inquorate) to use
this means of pressurising the college authorities to
press our case for higher grants to the DES.

He told FELIX that the
cost. of the wasted food in
any one refectory would
be of the order of £80 per
meal boycotted. He
thought that no effect
would be felt by the col-
lege before the end of the
academic year, “but if it
continues beyond then the
position would have to be
reviewed”. He considers
the likely effects would be
the same as ithose at Can-
terbury: the college would
start to close down refec-
tories, starting with the
Union. If the Action Com-
mittee picks on the Union
for boycotts, “the closure
of it will be precipitated”.
Next to go would be the
breakfast and weekend
services in Southside.

Mr. Mooney criticised
the union for picking on
“the weakest area” of the
college administration. He
told FELIX that, whereas
every other sector received
a grant, the refectories
were meant to pay their
way.

He pointed out that the
effect of boycotts on the
refectory staff had been
disregarded, and said that
the effect when the union
such boycotts
two years ago was con-
siderable. “The staff can’t
believe that boycotts aren’t
directed against them,” he
said. He wanted to know
what the union and  its
members would think if
the staff organised a boy-
and went home in

organised

cotit,
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3 action, apart from rent
strikes and refectory boy-
cotts, will be a set of dem-
onstrations in seven major
regional centres — London,
Edinburgh, Newcastle, Shef-
field, Manchester, Cardiff and
Bristol—on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 21. There will also be
& a National Day of Action on
March 14.

There are now 42 rent
strikes under way in Britain.
London colleges involved are
Brunel University, City Uni-
versity, Queen Elizabeth
College, LSE, Westfield Col-
lege, City Poly, and Central

GRANTS CAMPAIGN
IN FULL SWING

The NUS Grants Campaign went into full swing
yesterday, starting with six regional press conferences.
(Full coverage of the London one in next week's
FELIX). Digby Jacks, in a speech launching the cam-
paign, said that it would not be an easy or quick cam-
paign. “But I know that students feel angry enough
over the meanness and hypocrisy of this Government
on this issue to sustain a campaign in top gear for as
long as necessary,” he continued.

London Poly. At Westfield,
where hall fees include
meals, the authorities
threatened to cut off meals.
The union is thus to hand
over the cost of these from
the rent strike fund. Central
Poly has now switched to a
policy of rent strikes fol-
lowing successful refectory
boycotts last term.

Most areas also have plans
for their own demonstra-
tions in addition to those
planned for February 21 and
March 14. Imperial College’s
one is planned for Feb-
ruary 7.

“Of course, with Vietnam over, there won’t be so
much scope for you younger chaps.”

the middle of a
evening function.

major

If Mr. Mooney is right,
the college will close all
the refectories before they
negotiate with the Gov-
ernment on our behalf as
a result of operating re-
fectory boycotts.

ONLY

100 AT

Last Thursday’s Extraordinary General Meeting was
declared inquorate a few moments before the vote on
refectory boycotts, and so the overwhelming vote in
favour by the “Meeting of I.C. students” which, pre-
dictably, immediately followed the closure of the EGM,
can only be taken as an indication of students’ feelings.

The meeting, only about
150-strong the quorum is
300) was opened 18 minutes
late at 1.18, following the
inevitable late arrival of the
Executive—President at 1.06,

Secretary at 1.10, Deputy
President at 1.12. (“Felix”
reporter at 12.57!)

The impatient audience

became progressively more
so until the motions came to
be discussed at about 1.45.
The Extraordinary Meeting
was petitioned for by Pete
Gillett so that he could pre-

sent his motion on Supple-
mentary Grants. Although he
obtained the necessary 130
signatures to call a meeting
he failed to get that number
of votes—his motion was
overwhelmingly defeated.

DEPARTMENT REPS
CRITICISED
A stir was caused at the
meeting when all the De-
partmental Representatives
present were asked to stand
up—revealing there to be
only one present from a to-

tal of more than ten. The
request followed John Lane’s
condemnation of the fact
that only three Dept Reps
had held the meetings they
had been mandated to on the
Grants issue, and that the
others had not even bothered
to contact him.

Pete Gillett told the meet-
ing that the Civil Engineer-
ing representative had not
only not arranged a meeting,
but actually did not believe
in students getting higher
grants. Mr. Gillett said he
had taken it upon himself to
organise a meeting.

The EGM agreed that simi-
lar action by individuals
should be taken in other in-
active departments.

(Minutes—Page 2)

SRC TO BE
‘DEMOCRATISED’

The.University of London Union Students’ Representative
Council (ULU SRC) set up a working party at its meeting
last Monday to find ways of democratising its structure by

GORDON REECE

means of constitutional chan-
ges. Much criticism has been
levelled at the SRC and its
degree of representation
over the past year, and this
is the first concrete move it
has made to “put its house
in order.”

The working party will
present such changes as it
thinks necessary to the Statu-
tory Meeting to be held at
Chelsea College on February
17

Monday’s meeting also car-
ried a motion supporting the
students at Nonington Col-
lege of Physical Education in
their fight for a sabbatical
president, and agreed to send
a special envoy to the college
to give “physical as well as
moral” support.

SRC was reminded of the
existence of its working
party on the Murray Report.
Paul Goddard, Chelsea Presi-
dent, told the meeting that
only one response had so far
been forthcoming to the
working party’s request for
reaction from individual
unions. IC is one of those
not to have yet replied.

ARE YOU A

PATHETIC...?

There are over four thousand students at Imperial College. The quorum for a union
meeting is, however, only three hundred. One would have thought that such a small
quorum, only 71% of colige, would be relatively easy to obtain. Nevertheless, union
meetings are regularly inquorate, or very nearly so. Last Thursday, for example, an
extraordinary gelieral meeting on what one would have thought was a subject vital
to every student, that of grants, was attended, according to the minutes, by only one
hundred and fifty people. In other words, less than 4% of the students here were
sufficiently interested to go along and see what was being said about their main source

of income.

At nearly every meeting important issues are discussed, motions are passed and
then published as the decisions of I.C. union. These pronouncements are put out i1
YOUR name, for you are all members of the union. | have frequently heard people
complain that they never go to union meetings because they are boring and uninterest-
ing. They often couple this with the argument that meetings are unrepreseatative so that
there is no reason why they should abide by their decisions. The union is only
unrepresentative because such people are too lazy to attend u.ion meetings and put
forward their views. It cannot function effectively unless the mass of students are
prepared to participate in its discussions &1d decisions. It exists for your benefit. It
is there for you to have the opportunity to voice your opinions.

Most people at Imperial College appear to ignore their union until it says something
with which they totally disagree. Then, and only then, when a meeting has alresdy
decided on a certain course of action, do they protest. And how do they protest? They
ignore the union ruling ‘because 'it’s unrepresentative’. No-che has the right to do
this. A union is only a union when its members implement its decisions. If they feel
that, unless they participate, a wrong decision may be made, it is their duty to speak
out before hand. It is only when you take part that the decisions of Imperial College
union are the decisions of the majority of Imperial College students.

There is a union meeting on Thursday at which the motions that ICU may submit
to the NUS conference in April will be discussed. Anybody has the right to submit
a motion before the union meeting. Motions already tabled by the External Affairs
committee and various individuals appear on page 7. Read the moticiis. Unless you
agree with every sentiment of every motion you must attend the meeting on Thursday.
You don’t have to speak—but you must vote. If you don’t, views with which you have
no sympathy may well go forward to the NUS conference as your views.
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