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C I S I O N 

T H U R S D A Y 
The purpose of this special issue of " Fe l ix " is to 

tell you about Ren t Strikes, and why it is proposed 
that we ho ld one i n Imperial College. 

A t the end of last year, several prov inc ia l university 
unions decided that, since their ha l l fees were so high, 
and were greatly i n excess of the "no t i ona l e lement" of 
£240 al lowed for i n the grant (£275 i n London) they 
wou ld go on rent strike unt i l increases scheduled on 
these fees were cancelled and the fees tied to the 
motional element. M a j o r centres were Surrey, Dundee 
and Keele. 

It worked. So, at Margate Conference in November, 
N U S delegates f rom colleges a l l over B r i t a i n voted to 
use the Ren t Strike weapon i n order to force the gov
ernment to increase student grants. A ca l l went out for 
a nat ional rent strike, and 25 unions have already 
responded positively. Ten more are discussing whether 
to hold one this week. Tha t includes us. 

O n Thursday , at 1 p.m. i n the Great H a l l , a U G M 
w i l l decide whether or not we should jo in the 25. The 
mot ion that w i l l be put to the U n i o n is' pr inted below 
in its entirety. Elsewhere in this issue you can read how 
the campaign was born at Margate Conference; J o h n 
Lane explains how a rent strike wou ld work ; we have a 
report of the Campa i gn Co-ord inat ing Committee (set 
up by the N U S ) first meeting; and a report on how the 
rent strike at Surrey Univers i ty last term worked. 

In future weeks we shal l be able to tel l you how rent 
strikes are work ing at other universities i n Br i t a i n , or 
how they are fai l ing. Th i s week a L o n d o n Student 
Press Assoc iat ion team is visit ing 8 M i d l a n d s univer
sities, and their report w i l l appear first i n F E L I X next 
week. It is hoped that other teams w i l l visit other parts 
of the country over the next few weeks. 

F ina l l y , it might seem to you that having a rent strike 
is now a fait accompl i , having read what appears in this 
issue. It is not. It is only a proposal . 

WHETHER OR NOT TO HAVE A RENT 

STRIKE IS YOUR DECISION. 

YOU HAVE TO MAKE IT THIS THURS

DAY. 

S E E YOU AT THE UNION MEETING 

THEN. 

The Notion 
Imperial College Unioni reaffirm its demand for 

"£100 increase in the grant n o w " and "the full grant 
for a l l who study'". 

In the interests of a united campaign, l . C . U . 
pledges fu l l backing to the immediate demands of 
the N .U .S . for 

1. A n end to the discretionary award system wh ich 
al lows local authorities to pay lower grants to 
many students, part icular ly those in F E C o l 
leges. 

2. A n end to discr iminat ion against married women 
students. 

3. A n Interim grant increase of £65 to cover the 
cost of inf lat ion since 1971. * 

4. A n annual grant review based on a student cost 
index. 

Th is union notes the "secondary but no less im
portant " demand of the N.U.S . Margate Confer
ence for higher grants for post-graduates. I .C .U . 
strongly urges N .U.S . Execut ive to give this demand 
much greater pr ior i ty and itself resolves to treat i t 
as equal to the above four. 

l . C . U . notes the rent strikes by nine student unions 
last term and those proposed by twenty-five unions 
this term, and expresses its whole-hearted solidarity 
with a l l unions on rent strike, whether against ex
cessive rents or for higher granjts as part of the N U S 
campaign. 

l . C . U . , observing the reduced taxation of the r ich 
and big business concerns and the increased expen
diture on armaments by the H e a t h administrat ion 
believes that higher grants should be financed from 
these sources rather than by further taxat ion on 
work ing people. 

l . C . U . withdraws the voluntary levy of 35p per 
week pa id by students i n ha l l towards the cost of 
new hal ls and cal ls for a l l future bui ldings to be 
financed by a wealth tax. 

l . C U . resolves on a two-pronged campaign a im
ing 

1. to w in publ ic support, and in part icular that of 
the organised work ing class, for our c l a i m to 
demonstrate the united anger of 600,000 students 
at the deterioration i n our l iv ing standards and 
thus make it po l i t ica l ly very difficult for the 
government to reject our demands. 

2. to use the only economic power we have, the 
abi l i ty to wi thhold hal l and house rents, to force 
the college authorities to put intense pressure on 
the Government to concede our c la im. 

l . C U . therefore mandates 

1. the President, Execut ive and C o u n c i l to organise 
support for the N .U .S . grants campaign, in par
t i cu la r for 

the U S K area activities 
the L o n d o n demonstrat ion on Feb. 21st 
the Na t i ona l D a y of A c t i o n on M a r c h 14th. 

2. the President and Departmental Representatives 
t o organise departmental meetings to discuss the 
Grants Campaign . 

3. U n i o n members i n ha l l or house to pay their 
rents b i l l less £3.85 new halls levy into a special 
rent strike fund the contents of wh i ch w i l l not 
be paid to the college unless a resolution of an 
I.C. U n i o n Meet ing so instructs. 

4. this meeting to elect a committee to organise a 
rent strike. 

5. the President to inform the media, N o r m a n St. 
J o h n Stevas, M . P . , Secretary of State at the 
Department of Educa t i on and Science, L o rd 
Penney, the N .U .S . and a l l unions involved i n 
rent strikes, Hammersm i th Trades Counc i l , the 
Br ian ts ' " W o r k - i n " and the trade unions in I.C. 
of this resolution with a view to obtaining their 
support. 
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MARTIN'S BIT T I C K T O C K 

T I C K T O C K 

T I C K T O C K 

Welcome back to 1C. 
I hope that you had an enjolable va

cat ion, d idn ' t d r ink an excess of (Dis

tillers') Chr is tmas Spir it , and are re

freshed ready for another term. 

(Remember, exams are only four 

months away.) 

o n j l o n e p 
I have some b u m p h f r om the N U S 

about charitable trusts and money for 
Trave l l ing Scholarships (the "G i l b e r t -
Treasy -Kapp Scholarships" ) . A n y b o d y 
who is nearing the end of the course 
and has suffered an unexpected f inancial 
disaster or wou ld l ike a vacat ion on the 
N U S should f o rm an order ly queue in 
the U n i o n Office. 

o n p a r k i n g 
A few people have s t i l l not collected 

their Pa rk ing Stickers. A n y that are not 
collected by 1st February w i l l be can
celled and the places al located to people 
who are on the wai t ing list. 

o n C o n s t i t u t i o n * 
l a m at present l ook ing at the I C 

Un i on B y - L a w s wi th the intention of 
rat ional is ing some anomalies (such as 
having two different constitutions for 
the Ents Committee) and mak ing elec
tions foolproof. I f you have any ideas, I 
w i l l be very pleased to discuss them 

wi th you and w i l l welcome a l l contr i 

butions. 

o n i k r e t o s 
Somebody has borrowed the U n i o n 

Office screwdriver. Th i s makes screwing 
in the office difficult. A n y person w i th 
informat ion wh ich leads to the recovery 
of m y tool should send it to me or con
tact their local police station. 

o n f t f j o t o g r a p f t f 
O n a more lighthearted note, i f any

body has a photograph of me do ing 
interesting things l ike refereeing the 
Pancake Race last Shrove Tuesday, or 
being thrown i n the R o u n d Pond , or 
reading the minutes of U n i o n Meetings, 
or p lay ing Rugby , or paralyt ic i n the 
Un i on Ba r , I wou ld l ike to see them 
wi th the intention of buy ing copies to 
show m y grandchi ldren some of the 
things that G randad d id when he was 
at College. Th i s may seem si l ly to many 
people but on the other hand they w i l l 
be valuable when T. become r i ch and 
famous. 

the e.g.m. minutes 

o n B u r n e r s 
A very talented writer has submitted 

an article to F e l i x on H o w to Behave 

at Dinners. It is a real ly excellent piece 

of journal ism and I recommend it to 

you. 

Supping in Style 
Whatever part you take in U n i o n 

Act iv i t ies , it is almost certain that the 
organisation involved w i l l have its an
nua l dinner this term. So perhaps a 
couple of sentences on when to bang the 
table and what to do w i th the Por t may 
be useful to some of my mult i tudinous 
band of readers. 

1. Sherry w i l l be served at a reception 
f rom approximate ly 7.00 p.m. unt i l 
7.30 p.m., when somebody w i l l bang 
a gong or stand on a table and say 
words to the effect of " M y Lo rds , 
Ladies and Gent lemen, D inner is 
served", or, alternatively. ' ' O i l ; 
Nosh 's u p ! " 

2. The assembled mult itudes then go 
into the d in ing room, and stand at 
their places unti l the C h a i r m a n has 
said a form of grace, and then sit 
down. 

3. The meal is then served. One does 
N O T 

(a) smoke, or 
(b) leave the room 

unt i l after the toast to the Queen. 
It is customary at Imper ia l Col lege 

to bang the table if somebody leaves the 
r oom before the L o y a l Toast. A t C l u b 
Dinners he w i l l often be required to 
dr ink a pint of beer before sitt ing down 
to continue his meal . 

4. The Port is passed f rom right to left, 
each diner pour ing his own glass; 
the decanter is not put down unt i l 
each person's glass is fu l l . 

5. When the L o y a l Toast is proposed, 

the company stands and says " T h e 

Queen" . Toasts are taken seated only 

on board ship. 

6. It is i n order to smoke or leave the 

room after the L o y a l Toast. 

7. There w i l l probably be some other 
speeches and toasts. It is i n order 
to laugh at the jokes but this rarely 
happens (to my jokes, anyway). 

8. A f ter the speeches, diners do not 
leave the table unti l the C h a i r m a n 
and his party leave. H e w i l l often 
suggest the dinner adjourns to a 
neighbouring bar. 

If anybody doubts my qualif ications 
to impart this knowledge, I went to 23 
dinners last term (and pa id for most of 
them), enjoyed the omelettes or stuffed 
peppers and actual ly turned down one 
invi tat ion. I shal l be g lad to expound 
further i f anybody is confused—especi
a l ly as to the origins of some of the 
r i tua l s—i f you come and see me. 

M a r t i n C . B l a c k 

M I N U T E S O F A N E X T R A O R D I N A R Y 

G E N E R A L M E E T I N G O F T H E I M P E R I A L 

C O L L E G E U N I O N , H E L D O N T U E S D A Y , 

1 2 t h D E C E M B E R 1972 I N T H E G R E A T H A L L 

O F I M P E R I A L C O L L E G E 

1. T h e H o n o r a r y S e c r e t a r y , M r . M . C . 

B l a c k , w a s i n t h e C h a i r ; t h e r e w e r e a p 

p r o x i m a t e l y 350 m e m b e r s p r e s e n t . T h e 

m e e t i n g w a s o p e n e d at 1.18 p . m . 

2. M r . J o w i t t e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h e m o t i o n 

o f R a t i f i c a t i o n o f E l e c t i o n P r o c e d u r e 

p a s s e d b y t h e U . G . M . o f 3 0 t h N o v e m b e r 

1972 h a d b e e n r e f e r r e d b a c k t o t h e U n i o n 

b y C o u n c i l f o r , a n d w i t h , c l a r i f i c a t i o n , 

r e c o m m e n d i n g t h a t t h e E . G . M . p a s s t h e 

m o t i o n " T h e U n i o n r a t i f i e s t h i s e l e c t i o n 

a n d i t s r e s u l t s f o r P r e s i d e n t o f t h e I m 

p e r i a l C o l l e g e U n i o n f o r t h e S e s s i o n 

1 9 7 2 / 7 3 " , a g a i n . 

M r . C o f f e y s p o k e a g a i n s t a n d M r . A . E . 

S m i t h s p o k e f o r t h e m o t i o n . 

M r . G i l l e t t p r o p o s e d a m o v e to a v o t e . 

T h i s w a s c a r r i e d . 

M r . J o w i t t s u m m e d u p . T h e M o t i o n w a s 

p a s s e d o v e r w h e l m i n g l y w i t h 20 m e m b e r s 

v o t i n g a g a i n s t a n d 16 a b s t e n t i o n s . 

T h e C h a i r m a n p a s s e d t h e C h a i r t o M r . 

J o h n L a n e , P r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i o n . 

3 . R e t u r n i n g O f f i c e r ' s R e p o r t i 

T h e H o n o r a r y S e c r e t a r y , as R e t u r n i n g 

O f f i c e r f o r t h e E l e c t i o n o f a R e p r e s e n 

t a t i v e f o r t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f G e o l o g y , 

d e c l a r e d M r . E a s t e r b r o o k e l e c t e d u n o p 

p o s e d . 

4. R e p o r t o f t h e D e l e g a t i o n t o t h e N . U . S . 

C o n f e r e n c e a t M a r g a t e 

M r . A r m i t a g e s p o k e a t l e n g t h o n b e h a l f 

o f t h e d e l e g a t i o n , a n d i n t r o d u c e d t h e 

r e p o r t w h i c h h a d b e e n c i r c u l a t e d ( f i l e d 

i n t h e M i n u t e B o o k ) . M r . C a s t l e d i n e 

s p o k e o n t h e G r a n t s d e b a t e . T h e d e l e 

g a t i o n a n s w e r e d q u e s t i o n s f r o m t h e floor 

a n d M r . C o r b y n s p o k e o n R e n t S t r i k e s . 

M r . A r m i t a g e s u g g e s t e d o n e o f t h e b e s t 

w a y s o f r e p o r t i n g b a c k t o t h e U n i o n w a s 

t o d e b a t e m o t i o n s p a s s e d b y N . U . S . a t 

U . G . M s , a n d h e a s k e d t h e U n i o n to n o t e 

t h e M o t i o n o n T h a l i d o m i d e w h i c h h a d 

b e e n c i r c u l a t e d ( f i l e d i n M i n u t e B o o k ) . 

H e t h e n p r o p o s e d " I m p e r i a l C o l l e g e 

U n i o n b o y c o t t t h e p r o d u c t s o f t h e D i s 

t i l l e r s C o m p a n y L i m i t e d " i n l i n e w i t h 

i n s t r u c t i o n A 3 o f t h e N . U . S . M o t i o n . 

H e a s k e d m e m b e r s to s i g n t h e p e t i t i o n s 

w h i c h w e r e b e i n g c i r c u l a t e d . 

M r . D o w s o n p o i n t e d o u t t h a t a l t h o u g h 

M r . A r m i t a g e w a s a s k i n g t h e U n i o n t o 

b o y c o t t s p i r i t s , D . C . L . h a d a l a r g e i n t e r 

e s t i n t w o b r e w e r i e s a n d h e f e l t t h a t t h i s 

s h o u l d b e i n c l u d e d i n t h e m o t i o n . T h i s 

a m e n d m e n t w a s a c c e p t e d . 

M r . N e w m a n p r o p o s e d a n a m e n d m e n t 

m a k i n g t h e b o y c o t t v o l u n t a r y . T h i s w a s 

d e f e a t e d . M r . P h i l l i p s p r o p o s e d a n a m 

e n d m e n t a s k i n g t h e C o l l e g e n o t t o u s e 

D . C . L . p r o d u c t s . T h i s w a s a c c e p t e d . 

T h e M o t i o n as a m e n d e d w a s p a s s e d 

o v e r w h e l m i n g l y . 

M i s s H o c h f e l d e r b e g a n to p r o p o s e a m o t 

i o n o n G r a n t s . 

M r . H o s k i n s p r o p o s e d a m o v e t o n e x t 

b u s i n e s s . T h i s w a s p a s s e d . 

5. I n d o c h i n a 

M r . C o r b y n p r o p o s e d : 

" I . C . U . r e c o g n i s e s t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e 

s t r u g g l e o f t h e I n d o c h i n e s e p e o p l e a s 

p a r t o f t h e s t r u g g l e a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d 

a g a i n s t I m p e r i a l i s m . 

I . C . U . r e a l i s e s t h a t t h e U . S . A r m y w i l l 

o n l y i n f a c t w i t h d r a w i f t h e y a r e d r i v e n 

o u t b y t h e s t r e n g t h o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

m o v e m e n t i n I n d o c h i n a a n d t h e w o r l d 

w i d e s o l i d a r i t y m o v e m e n t . 

I . C . U . n o t e s t h e c a l l b y t h e V i e t n a m e s e 

N a t i o n a l L i b e r a t i o n F r o n t f o r t h e r e 

b u i l d i n g o f t h e w o r l d - w i d e s o l i d a r i t y 

m o v e m e n t , a n d w e l c o m e s t h e i n i a t i v e 

t a k e n i n B r i t a i n t o o r g a n i s e t h e I n d o 

c h i n a S o l i d a r i t y C o n f e r e n c e . 

H e n c e , f u r t h e r t o r e q u e s t s : 

1. I C U a f f i l i a t e s t o t h e I n d o c h i n a S o l i d s 

a r i t y C o n f e r e n c e a n d a g r e e s t o e l e c t 

d e l e g a t e s f r o m t h i s m e e t i n g to r e 

p o r t b a c k o n h o w I C U c a n h e l p b u i l d 

t h e s o l i d a r i t y m o v e m e n t . T h i s m o v e 

m e n t to b e o r g a n i s e d i n I.e. b y t h e 

I n d o c h i n a S o l i d a r i t y F r o n t . 

2. I C U a g r e e s t o p a y £20 a f f i l i a t i o n f e e / 

d o n a t i o n . 

3. I C U a g r e e s to p a y £20 t o w a r d s t h e 

c o s t o f p o s t e r s f o r t h e c o m i n g c a m 

p a i g n , t h e s e p o s t e r s t o b e p r i n t e d 

b y B r i a n t s C o l o u r P r i n t e r s . " 

A f t e r d i s c u s s i o n t h e m o t i o n w a s t a k e n 

i n p a r t s a n d t h e first p a r t w a s d e f e a t e d . 

T h e H o n . S e c r e t a r y e x p l a i n e d t h a t s i n c e 

t h e first p a r t h a d b e e n d e f e a t e d i t w a s 

p o i n t l e s s t o c o n t i n u e d i s c u s s i o n s i n c e i t 

w o u l d b e c o n c e r n e d w i t h p a y i n g m o n e y 

to a n o r g a n i z a t i o n t h e U n i o n h a d j u s t 

d e c i d e d n o t t o s u p p o r t . 

( i B r i a n t s C o l o u r P r i n t e r s 

M r . A . S m i t h p r o p o s e d : 

" I C U r e c o g n i s e s t h a t t h e p e o p l e ' w o r k i n g 

i n ' a t B r i a n t s C o l o u r P r i n t e r s a r e f i g h t 

i n g , w i t h t h e o n l y m e t h o d a v a i l a b l e t o 

t h e m , to d e f e n d t h e i r j o b s . A l s o t h a t 

d u r i n g t h i s fight t h e y h a v e s h o w n h o w 

s u c h s t r u g g l e s c a n b e s t be f o u g h t b y 

u s i n g t h e w o r k s as a f o c u s f o r o t h e r 

w o r k i n g c l a s s s t r u g g l e s s u c h as d u r i n g 

t h e fight t o f r e e t h e five L o n d o n d o c k e r s 

w h e n B r i a n t s p r i n t e d p o s t e r s i n s u p p o r t 

o f t h e five. 

H e n c e , I . C . U . : 

1. W i l l o f f e r a l l f u t u r e p r i n t i n g o r d e r s 

to B r i a n t s i n t h e first i n s t a n c e , s i n c e 

i t i s o n l y w i t h o r d e r s t h a t t h e w o r k -

i n c a n c o n t i n u e . 

2. R e s o l v e s to d o n a t e f r o m U n i o n f u n d s 

t h e s u m o f £50 to d e f e n d t h i s w o r k -

i n . 

3. S t r o n g l y u r g e s a l l o r g a n i s a t i o n s i t 

s u p p o r t s o r a f f i l i a t e s t o t o ge t p r i n t 

i n g d o n e a t B r i a n t s . " 

M r . W a d s w o r t h p o i n t e d o u t t h a t E n t e r 

t a i n m e n t s C o m m i t t e e h a d t a k e n e s t i m a t 

es f r o m B r i a n t s C o l o u r P r i n t e r s a n d t h a t 

t h e s e w e r e o f t h e s a m e o r d e r as t h e i r 

p r e s e n t p r i n t e r s . 

A f t e r b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n t h e m o t i o n w a s 

t a k e n i n p a r t s . 

' t h e f i r s t a n d t h i r d p a r t s w e r e c a r r i e d , 

t h e s e c o n d — t o d o n a t e £50—was d e f e a t 

e d . 

7, U n i v e r s i t y o f S o u t h K e n s i n g t o n 

M r . A r m i t a g e p r o p o s e d : 

" I C U r e a f f i r m s i t s s u p p o r t i n U . S . K . a s 

a s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l e n t i t y , a n d h o p e s t o s e e 

c l u b s a n d s o c i e t i e s n o t o n l y o f f e r i n g 

m e m b e r s h i p t o U . S . K . s t u d e n t s , b u t a l s o 

b e i n g r u n o n a U . S . K . b a s i s , t h a t i s t » 1 

say , b y o f f i c e rs d r a w n f r o m U . S . K . c o l 

l e g e s . 

I C U p l e d g e s to c o n s i d e r financial s u p 

p o r t , i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h o t h e r U . S . K . 

C o l l e g e s , t o a n y s o c i e t y o r g r o u p w h i c h 

w i s h e s to b e c o m e a U . S . K . s o c i e t y o r 

g r o u p . " 

M r . H o s k i n g s p r o p o s e d a n a m e n d m e n t 

t h a t t h e m o t i o n s h o u l d n o t a p p l y t o R a g . 

M r . A r m i t a g e a c c e p t e d t h i s a m e n d m e n t . 

T h e M o t i o n w a s p a s s e d . 

8. T h e Q u o r u m w a s s u c c e s s f u l l y c h a l l e n g e d . 

T h e P r e s i d e n t c l o s e d t h e m e e t i n g a t 2.22 

p . m . 
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John Lane tells you 

HOW, WHY AND WHEREFORE 
A r e you sitting comfortably? D o you get three square 

meals a day? D o y o u get W h i z z o whiteness i n hot, 
warm, even i n co ld water? D o y o u enjoy sharing a flat 
w i th people who get on your nerves 'cos i t 's a l l you 
can afford? 

N o ? 

Then what you need is 
the new up-l i f t ing N .U.S . 
G R A N T I N C R E A S E . 

Below, i n superb tech
nico lor (that ' l l stump 
Dowson) (Yes, wel l , er, 
John , try B l a c k and Whi te 
Erot i co lor? — Ed ) is a 
graph showing exactly 
how inflation has hit 
Y O U . A n d that gap is 
getting wider each year. 
The last grant review was 
in 1971. Since then the 
value of our grants has 
decreased by a staggering 
£65. Since 1962 the value 
of grants has gone down 
by nearly 2 0 % . 

In addit ion, according 
to the N.U.S. , 50% on 
average of parental con
tr ibut ions are never paid 
in cash or k ind , and since 
this makes up on average 
30% of the total grant, we 
suffer a grant cut of 15% 

owing to the means test. 

W h e n you remember 
that the most important 
items i n a student's bud
get: food, clothes and 
books, are r is ing at 9.4%, 
7.8% and 8.9% (alcohol 
5.5%) annual ly and that 
the effects of V A T and 

Presidents 
Column 

the C o m m o n M a r k e t are 
yet to come, it is t ime to 
stop quot ing figures and 
do something about it. 
V o t Is T o B e Done? (to 
quote my good friend 
V l a d i m i r I lyich) 

F i rs t th ing is to cast 
aside the defeatists who 
say we can't br ing the 
country to a standsti l l and 
exercise the power we do 

have. Rent Str ike ! B y 
withhold ing ha l l and house 
rents we can force the co l 
lege to put a great deal of 
pressure on the Gove rn 
ment. Espec ia l ly i f it is 
part of a nat ional ha l l rent 
strike, wh i ch i t w i l l be 
since 25 universities have 
already decided on one, 
wi th a further ten discuss
ing it this week. Espec i 
a l ly i f i t is part o f the 
nat ional campaign for 
higher grants wh i ch 
N .U .S . is launching this 
term. 

H o w wou ld a Rent Str ike 
work? 

E a c h student on rent 
strike wou ld pay his or 
her rent into a special 
fund control led by the 
U n i o n Genera l Meet ing . 
They wou ld receive a re
ceipt, and a copy of the 
Rent F u n d constitut ion 
and wou ld have the right 
to w i thdraw their rent i f 
they so wished. The 
Union 's auditors wou ld 
audit the accounts. 

A committee elected by 
the U . G . M . wou ld organ-

How Grants and Prices 
have risen 
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ise the strike wi th the 
m a x i m u m of activities go
ing on i n the halls to keep 
up morale, meetings, con
certs, street theatres, news-
sheets, etc. 

A l l of us must remem
ber that i t is the first year 
students in ha l l this year 
who w i l l benefit most f rom 
a grant increase. Next 
year they won't be in ha l l , 
next year they w i l l have 
to pay sky-high London 
rents. It is then that a stu
dent i n L o n d o n really feels 
the p inch. Some are lucky 
enough to be i n hal l more 
than two years, but they 
are not a majority and I 
hope they w i l l support 
their fellOw students in the 
campaign. 

The Na t i ona l Campa ign 

Th is envisages three 
phases. In late January 
and early February area-
based actions — in our 
case a l l U S K colleges — 
ideas suggested so far in 
clude a total refectory boy
cott, a lobby o f Par l i a 
ment, mass leaflet distr i 
bution/petition signing 
session in H i g h Street. 

Kensington. O n February 
21st there w i l l be regional 
demonstrations i n four or 
five centres, inc luding 
London . Th i s wou ld show 
our strength i n publ ic , get 
our demands national pub
licity and get us a l l on the 
move for the Na t i ona l 
Day of A c t i o n on M a r c h 
14th which w i l l be based 
in the college and a i m to 
involve as many students 
as possible. 

Ro ight then, yew'ur 
interlektshals, how about 
some bright groovy and 
orig inal ideas for M a r c h 
14th? 

Support and Sol idarity 
N .U .S . Execut ive reck

on that we w i l l be favour
ably received in the edu
cat ional wor ld , i n trade 
unions and also by some 
sections of the press (no 
prizes for guessing which). 
Spr ing wi l l be a n ideal 
time to get the support of 
the mi l i tant workers, 'cos 
the freeze runs out then 
and gas workers, c i v i l ser
vants, actors, hospital staff, 
F o r d workers, etc., w i l l a l l 
be fighting the same gov

ernment for the same rea
sons as us. 

In this connect ion it is 
especially important that 
we make clear where the 
money to pay for our 
grant increase should 
come from. A r e we do ing 
down the O l d Age Pen
sioners o r the low-paid 
workers? In fact, i n 1972 
according to the F inanc i a l 
Times, profits increased 
by 17%, the highest i n 
crease since 1969. It has 
been Government po l icy 
to cut taxes on the 
wealthy, and V A T w i l l i n 
crease the 'burden of i n 
direct taxation which hits 
the low-paid (like stu
dents) hardest. 

So we have to tell the 
ordinary people of this 
country, the Old people, 
the poor, the workers 
fighting for higher wages 
or against redundancy that 
we are not demanding 
higher grants at their ex
pense but f r om the profits 
of the industr ia l concerns 
who w i l l , after a l l , benefit 
f rom our ski l ls when we 
start work. 

101.5 105.3 107.8 113.0 117.1 118.2 125.8 132.2 141.5 155.5 166.4 176.6? 

Remember 
RENT STRIKE ? 

IT'S 
YOUR 

DECISION 
Make it Thursday 

1300 
Great Hall 

T h i s Rent S t r i k e S p e c i a l Ex t ra i s sue of F E L I X , be ing the 3 2 3 r d of that 
n a m e a n d da ted M o n d a y the 8 th J a n u a r y 1 9 7 3 w a s c o n c e i v e d by I C U 
Execu t i v e (b l ess the i r l i t t le co t ton s o c k s ) and wr i t t en a n d p r o d u c e d in 
l i v i ng c o l o u r by O l i v e r D o w s o n (Ed i t o r ) , M a r y D u n n e , J o h n Lane, M a r t i n 
B l a c k , S . J . N o m o , a n d W i l l i a m Shakespea re , Bart . 

F e l i x i s pr in ted by F. Ba i l ey a n d S o n L td . , Durs l e y , G L 1 1 4 B L . 

A d v e r t i s i n g is by U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s Represen ta t i on , G r a n d B u i l d i n g s , 
T ra fa l gar Square , W C 2 . 

F e l i x l i v es o n the th i rd floor o f the U n i o n B u i l d i n g , a d d r e s s : Imper ia l 
C o l l e g e U n i o n , L o n d o n S W 7 2 B B , t e l ephone 0 1 - 5 8 9 5 1 1 1 ext 2 2 2 9 
( P O ) , 2 8 8 1 ( in terna l ) . T h e Ed i t o r l i ves in W e e k s H a l l , R o o m 14 , t e l 
0 1 - 5 8 9 9 6 0 8 ( P O ) . 4 2 3 6 ( in te rna l ) , a n d does not w e l c o m e ca l l e r s , o ther 
than vo lup tuous y o u n g l ad i e s , at s t range hours o f the n ight . T r y f ind ing 
h i m in the office f r o m 8 . 3 0 a .m . every m o r n i n g except Sa tu rday . C o n t r i b u 
t i ons a n d he lp for Fe l i x are a l w a y s w e l c o m e . 

P u b l i s h e d by the Ed i t o r for a n d on beha l f o f the imper i a l Co l l e g e 
U n ' o n P u b l i c a t i o n s B o a r d . 

A l l r ights r e se r ved . © 1 9 7 3 . 

F e l i x i s a f ounde r member of the London S tuden t P r e ss A s s o c i a t i o n -
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Science in 
Society Readers' Letters 

W h y s h o u l d s c i en t i s t s and eng ineers , rather than o rd ina ry w o r k i n g people 
or peop l e in p ro f ess i ons have a s p e c i a l r e spons ib i l i t y to s o c i e t y ? B e c a u s e of 
the s p e c i a l s k i l l s a n d powers w h i c h they acqu i r e d u r i n g the i r t r a in ing . T h e 
learn ing of sc i en t i f i c m e t h o d , a very power fu l p h i l o s o p h i c a l t oo l , enab les 
them to unde r s t and s o m e of the natura l w o r l d , a n d hence to con t ro l it. The 
k n o w l e d g e thus ga ined m a y m a k e th em exper ts in the ir f i e ld , a n d the ir 
judgements w i l l be r e l i ed upon by these peop le , p o s s i b l y in pos i t i ons of 
power , w h o do not have the know l edge . T h e c rux of s o c i a l r e spons ib i l i t y is 
for each s c i en t i s t to d e c ' d e H O W he is to app ly h i s know l edge , whe ther it is 
to be for the benefit o f m a n k i n d a s a w h o l e , or for, say , a c o m p a n y or a 
de f ence m in i s t r y . 

In one area of s c i enc e , 
the e th i ca l and mora l 
p r ob l ems c ome under 
c l o s e s c ru t iny . M e d i c a l 
doc to rs use sc i ent i f i c 
m e t h o d in their work , 
w h i c h because it invo lv 
es peop le d i r ec t l y , has a 
p ro f e ss i ona l body to ov
ersee it, a n d a code of 
c o n d u c t t o w h i c h a l l doc 
tors adhere . C o u l d th i s 
s y s t em be ex tended to 
i n c l u d e a l l s c i en t i s t s and 
t e chno l o g i s t s ? It w o u l d 
be more di f f icult s i n ce 
m e d i c i n e is a rather we l l 
de f ined f i e ld : but at least 
s c i en t i s t s i n vo l v ed in 
m e d i c a l and p h a r m a c e u 
t i ca l r esearch c o u l d 
prof i tably be t i ed to a 
code of c onduc t , the nat
ure of w h i c h c o u l d be 
kept under cons tan t re
v i ew by a representat ive 
group of s c i en t i s t s . In 
this way it w o u l d be rec
o gn i s ed that the e th i ca l 
p r ob l ems ra i sed by, say , 
test-tube bab ies , were 
be ing c o n s i d e r e d by the 
sc i ent i f i c c o m m u n i t y as 
a who l e , and not by e a c h 
i n d i v i d u a l r esearch wor
ker . 

A l r e a d y , workers w h o 
use v i v i s e c t i on in the ir 
r esearch are requ i red to 
h o l d a H o m e Office l i c 
ence w h i c h embod i e s a 
code of c o n d u c t . S h o u l d 
workers w h o under take 
undes i r ab l e research be 
' s t ruck o f f ? T h i s is a 
very di f f icult ques t i on , 
s ince it seeks to d r a w 
the l ine be tween what is 
neutra l w i t h regard to 
know l edge and what is 
not. 

It can fa i r l y be s a i d 
that know l edge is neu
tra l , but that its a p p l i c a 
t ion w i l l inherent ly c o n 
tain the b iases and pre
jud ices of its user . It is 
fa lse to a s s u m e that the 
know l edge gatherer (the 
sc i ent i s t ) is to ta l l y neu
tral in th i s respect a n d 
that the know l edge ap-
p l i e r (the eng ineer or 
t echno log i s t ) is to ta l l y 

b i a sed . The on ly neutra l 
know l edge is the r ead ing 
on a meter, a n d even th is 
is dependent on the de
s i gn of the exper iment 
and appara tus . W h e n 
this r ead ing is wr i t t en 
d o w n it has aga in gone 
v ia a b i ased h u m a n be
ing and must be v i e w e d 
as s u c h . A l s o , exper i 
menta l resu l ts must be 
interpreted by the ex
per imenter in the l ight 
of a theore t i ca l m o d e l , 
and the con t rove rs i e s in 
some aspec ts of s c i e n c e 
c l ea r l y ind i ca t e that i n 
terpretat ions can differ. 
H e n c e the sc i en t i s t , a l 
though he may l ike to 
be l i eve that a l l the re
sea rch he does is in pur
sui t of pure know l edge , 
has a def inite r e spons i 
b i l i t y to soc i e t y because 
he def ines h is o w n op in 
ions and pre jud i ces w i t h 
h is resu l ts a n d c o n c l u 
s i ons . A n area of spec i a l 
c o n c e r n here is exper i 
menta l p s y c o l o g y w i t h 
respect to in t e l l i g ence 
and race, or e n v i r o n m e n 
tal effects on I.Q. 

A s i m i l a r r e s p o n s i b i l 
ity l ies in the s c i en t i s t 
l o ok ing for the sc i ent i f i c 
and s o c i a l effects of h is 
research . He cannot d iv 
orce the s o c i a l effects 
f rom sc ient i f i c cu r i o s i t y , 
say ing that they are not 
his c o n c e r n , because 
that is l ike g i v ing a man 
a gun and d i s c l a i m i n g 
r e spons ib i l i t y w h e n 
someone is shot . Once 
these effects are recog
n i s ed in w o r k that has 
been c o m p l e t e d then the 
sc i en t i s t mus t ca re fu l l y 
c ons i d e r whether or not 
to p u b l i s h the resu l t s , 
and have the courage to 
w i t h h o l d in f o rmat i on and 
even to drop an ent ire 
p i ece of r esearch if he 
th inks it w i l l be de t r i 
menta l to soc i e t y at 
large. T h i s has broader 
imp l i c a t i ons in the 
c h o i c e of a job or f ie ld 
of r esearch — to w e i g h 
up the va lue of the work , 
and to refuse to under 

take it if it is harmfu l to 
soc i e t y at large. Ideal ly, 
every sc i en t i s t s h o u l d be 
able to fu l l y just iy h is 
research to the genera l 
pub l i c , because it is they 
w h o w i l l have to suffer 
its unforeseen conse 
quences . 

There are two ways to 
ensure that s c i en t i s t s 
and t e chno log i s t s bear 
the s o c i a l s ide of their 
wo rk in m i n d . One of 
these is to f o rm s o m e 
pro f ess i ona l body or 
c o u n c i l to vet n ew de
v i ces and t e chn iques be
fore use ; a s i m i l a r body 
to the one men t i oned 
p r e v i ous l y . The s e c o n d , 
pre ferab le , me thod is to 
g i ve a t ra in ing in the 
so c i a l c onsequences of 
s c i ence a l o n g w i t h the 
t ra in ing in sc i ent i f i c 
m e t h o d . There are s o m e 
Un i v e r s i t y courses a l ong 
these l ines a l r eady ( l ike 
the ' S c i e n c e , T e c h n o l 
ogy and S o c i e t y ' a n d 
' E n v i r o n m e n t and M a n ' 
courses here in I.C.) but 
the object s h o u l d be u n i 
f ied courses in w h i c h 
these matters are brought 
up as an integral part of 
the course . In th is way , 
sc i en t i s t s w i l l be ab le to 
keep the ir w o r k in pers
pec t i ve , and soc i e ty w i l l 
benefit f rom it. 

There is , however , a 
gap in the t ime sca l e be
tween the present t ime 
and the t ime in the fut
ure w h e n sc i en t i s t s a n d 
t echno log i s t s have been 
educa ted to be s o c i a l l y 
r e s p o n s i b l e — w h a t is to 
happen in th is pe r i od of 
intense sc ient i f i c effort? 
E a c h i n d i v i d u a l s c i en t i s t 
must take the r espons ib 
i l i ty on h is o w n s h o u l d 
ers, and c r i t i c a l l y look at 
his o w n work and that of 
o thers , and d e c i d e whe 
ther or not it is just i f i ed . 
If it is not, he mus t have 
the courage to s top, a n d 
take h is va luab l e s k i l l s 
and know l edge to a more 
r espons ib l e f i e ld . 

Students, Human 
Beings and Halls 

of Residence 
Sir.—As the editorial 

suggests, Derek Cum-
mings' blueprint for ac
tion certainly needs 
some further comment. 
He has assumed, first of 
all, that the answer to 
the student housing 
problem is more halls of 
residence. Is this in fact 
the right answer? Are 
student needs such that 
they need to live in a 
little cube, in the middle 
of a hundred other little 
cubes, stacked one upon 
the other in the mariner 
that a child might stack 
his first building bricks? 
Why is it that the rest of 
the population don't cla
mour to live in a similar 
way? Shouldn't students 
be treated as people and 
given homes instead of 
units of accommoda
tion? I've no doubt that 
some students do like 
living in little cubes, but 
don't we have enough 
already. Future student 
accommodation should 
be designed to cater for 
the needs of students 
who wish to live, not ex
ist. 

I think students, like 
other people, prefer to 
live in small groups, but 
with other students not 
far away. The obvious 
answer is some sort of 
student village. A flex
ible design would ensure 
that students could live 
in groups of two or three 
or even groups of up to 
ten or twelve. With some 
form of community cen
tre, the village concept 
would be complete. I ac
cept that this type of ac
commodation would re
quire slightly more space 
than multistorey halls, 
but even so a fairly high 
density could be achiev
ed. Students at Surrey 
University can vouch for 
the fact that living in 
such a village is very 
pleasant, and if you 
doubt that such a system 
is practical, I suggest a 
visit to Guildford would 
change your mind. The 
architects of the Surrey 
experiment believe that 
students are people and 
have designed their vil
lage accordingly. ! sug
gest it would be worth 
inviting the architects to 
the Union to explain 
their ideas for students 
accommodation more 
fully than I am able. 

Having discussed the 
question of whether 
more halls are the ans 
wer, I feel that the rest 
of the article needs some 
discussion. Is it so revo
lutionary to borrow mon

ey from the banks to pay 

for future student ac
commodation? I was un
der the impression that 
it was Tory government 
policy that future stud
ent accommodation 
should be loan financed? 
And with interest rates 
running at 9 per cent 
and rising, the suggested 
cost of a hall at £1 mil
lion per 300 cubes 
means that the annual 
interest repayment to our 
kind benefactors, the 
banks, would be at least 
£300 per student. Assu
ming some of this is re
coverable from confer
ence lettings, what stud
ent could afford even 
half that amount wnen 
account has been taken 
of cleaning, electricity, 
rates and even capital re
payment, which would 
put the rent even higher. 

Of course all forms of 
accommodation will cost 
us a lot of money and 
that is why students 
must oppose all forms of 
loan financed accommo
dation, unless grants are 
raised to such an extent 
that a decent standard 
of living can be achieved 
without subsidy. 

Lastly on the question 
of rent strikes. Derek 
Cummings thinks tnev 
will achieve very little. 
He may be right. But I 
know that they can ach
ieve a great deal. At this 
time last year, the Uni
versity of Sussex Ten
ants Association organis
ed a little-publicised 
rent strike. This was to 
oppose plans to build a 
totally inadequate loan-
financed hall, but in 
place to build accommo
dation to suit the needs 
of the students including 
flatlets to enable couples 
to live together if they 
so wish. This rent strike 
was supported by about 
90 per cent of the ten
ants and after a couple 
of months of threats, the 
administration agreed 
that halls were not what 
the students wanted, but 
what the conference or
ganisers wanted. This 
raised the question of 
whether accommodation 
would be built to suit the 
needs of students or con
ferences. The rent strike 
was successful, and now 
no new hall will be built. 
Instead there will be 
more suitable homes for 
students. Remember, a 
hall for 300 students is 
not just 300 little cubes. 
Assuming a hall lasts 
100 years, it will have 

positively affected 30 
thousand students' lives. 

JOHN PORTER. 

Halls am 
Wages 

Sir—How naive is our 
president? I refer to his 
droolings in President's 
Column in the Christmas 
edition of "Felix". He as
certains that since col
lege may be serving re
dundancies to cleaners, 
the money college saves 
should be reflected in a 
decrease in our hall fees. 
Surely college is only 
planning to reduce the 
cleaner staff in order to 
keep our hall bills 
stable? The cleaner staff 
is excessively large any
way: who needs their 
rooms cleaned every 
day? 

If trade unionists stop
ped fighting for, and ob
taining, large wage in
creases, then hall bills 
would not go up. 

One man's wage in
crease is another's price 
increase. 

Yours, etc., 

TIM BRADBURY 

Yours 
till hell 

freezes ... 
Dear O i l y , 

W h a t are you go ing to 
do about a l l those herds 
of c o w s that have arr iv
ed in my office? 

Y o u r s , 
T . T . C . C . H . , 

P A U L J O W I T T . 

Our G u i l d f o r d cor res 
pondent w o u l d l ike to ex
press a persona l o p i n i o n 
on th is a r t i c l e . F i r s t l y , 
does M r . Porter be l i eve 
that the ha l l s of res i 
dence at Sur rey are not 
' l i t t l e c u b e s ' ? Does he, 
fur thermore , be l i eve that 
they are a t t rac t i ve? I 
have f requent ly heard 
them referred to by va r i 
ous names , rang ing f r om 
' b e eh i v e s ' to ' d o l l s ' hou 
s e s ' — a n d these names 
are not on l y con f e r r ed 
by G u i l d f o r d res idents , 
but a l so by the s tudents 
themse l v es . Pe rsona l l y , I 
w o u l d rather l ive in an 
I.C. H a l l , than in the 
Sur rey comp l ex . I s y m 
path ise w i th the concep t , 
but please choose an 
other e x a m p l e ! 

(By the way , does M r . 
Porter k n o w that Sur rey 
is at present on a Rent 
S t r ike? ) 
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FELIX WISHES YOU A 

HAPPY LENT TERM 
M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y 

g J A N U A R Y 
9 10 11 

U n i o n M e e t i n g 1 3 0 0 
G t . H a l l 

12 13 14 

] ^ J A N U A R Y 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 J A N U A R Y 23 24 25 26 
U n i o n F i n a n c e C t t e e 

27 28 

2^ J A N U A R Y 

C o u n c i l , 1 7 3 0 

30 31 F E B R U A R Y 

U n i o n M e e t i n g . 1 3 0 0 
G t H a l l 

2 3 
O p e n S R C o n M u r r a y , 
U L U 

4 

C F E B R U A R Y 
6 7 8 9 10 11 

J2 F E B R U A R Y 

N o m i n a t i o n p a p e r s f o r 
s a b b a t i c a l p o s t s a n d 
D e p P r e s p o s t e d 

13 14 
S t . V a l e n t i n e ' s D a y 

15 
U n i o n M e e t i n g , 1 3 0 0 
G t H a l l 

16 
N o m i n a t i o n p a p e r s for 
D e p t . R e p s p o s t e d 

17 
S R C , C h e l s e a C o l l e g e 

18 

F E B R U A R Y 20 21 
N U S D a y o f A c t i o n 
M e e t i n g 

22 23 
N o m i n a t i o n s f o r s a b 
b a t i c a l p o s t s a n d D e p 
P r e s c l o s e 
U n i o n F i n a n c e C o m m 

24 25 

2^ F E B R U A R Y 

C o u n c i l 

27 
D e p t . R e p s n o m i n a 
t i o n s c l o s e 

28 | M A R C H 

H u s t i n g s U G M 
N o m i n a t i o n s f o r m o s t 
u n i o n o f f i c e r s o p e n 

2 3 4 

£ M A R C H 

B a l l o t , f o r s a b b a t i c a l 
p o s t s a n d D e p P r e s 
S R C , U L U 1 9 3 0 

6 
B a l l o t c o n t i n u e s 
S h r o v e T u e s d a y 

7 8 9 
D e p t R e p b a l l o t s 

10 
N o m i n a t i o n s f o r U n i o n 
O f f i c e r s c l o s e 

11 

J2 M A R C H 13 
U n i o n F i n a n c e C o m 
m i t t e e 

14 
N U S D a y of A c t i o n 

15 
R e s u l t s U G M 

16 17 18 
C o u n c i l a t S i l w o o d 

J (J M A R C H 
20 21 22 23 24 25 

C h e c k t h e F e l i x D i a r y e v e r y w e e k 

f o r t h e m o s t u p - t o - d a t e i n f o o n I C h a p p e n i n g s 
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C H A P T E R F O U R 

P h o s p h o r o u s f l o a t e d g e n t l y i n f r o n t o f t h e s u r p r i s e d a n d 
b e w i l d e r e d v i s i t o r s . 

" D e a r b o y , ' ' s a i d F e r o c i o u s , " I h a d f e l t t h a t , l i k e t h e 
p r o v e r b i a l b a d p e n n y , y o u w o u l d t u r n u p ; b u t w h a t a r e 
y o u d o i n g ? " 

" I ' m F l o a t i n g , " s a i d P h o s p h o r o u s , " F o r t h e L u i g i R a b b i t 
O r g a n i s a t i o n . " 

" I r e m a i n b e m u s e d , o l d s o n , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , " s t a r t a t 
t h e b e g i n n i n g a n d E X P L A I N . " 

S o P h o s p h o r o u s e x p l a i n e d a b o u t D i n o a n d W h i s k e r s a n d 
L u i g i R a b b i t a n d t h e D e v i c e a n d e v e r y t h i n g . " 

" H u m , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , w h e n F h o s p h o r o u s h a d f i n i s h e d , 
" y o u s e e m to h a v e b e e n h a v i n g m o r e t h a n y o u r f a i r s h a r e 
o f t h i s a d v e n t u r e s o f a r . H o w e v e r y o u r f l o a t i n g t h e r e i s n o t 
h e l p i n g u s g e t t h e T w i g w o r m b a c k i n t h e b o s o m o f h i s f a m i l y 
— s o t o s p e a k . W e m u s t r e s c u e y o u i m m e d i a t e l y . H o w d o 
y o u t u r n t h a t t h i n g o f f ? " 

" D o n ' t t o u c h i t , " y e l l e d P h o s p h o r o u s , " I ' m t e n f e e t u p 
i n t h e a i r ; I ' l l b r e a k s o m e t h i n g i f y o u t u r n it off s u d d e n 
l y " 

" G o o d t h i n k i n g , d e a r l a d , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , " b u t n o t a n 
i n s u r m o u n t a b l e p r o b l e m , m e t h i n k s . T h e T w i g w o r m is e a s i l y 
t a l l e n o u g h to c a t c h y o u a s I t u r n i t o f f . " T h e T w i g w o r m 
b l a n c h e d . 

" I c o u l d n ' t p o s s i b l y d o t h a t , " h e s a i d , "I m e a n t h e re
s p o n s i b i l i t y , I j u s t c o u l d n ' t f a c e i t . " 

" G i v e m e s t r e n g t h , " m u t t e r e d F e r o c i o u s u n d e r h i s b r e a t h . 
" D e a r o l d e n o r m o u s p e r s o n , " h e s a i d ou t l o u d , " t h e c o n 
t i n u a t i o n o f t h i s a d v e n t u r e d e p e n d s o n y o u r u s i n g y o u r 
m u c h - a b u s e d h e i g h t a t t h i s j u n c t u r e . " T h e T w i g w o r m w r u n g 
h i s h a n d s a n d b i t h i s h u g e r u b b e r y l i p . 

" W e l l , I ' l l t r y , " h e s a i d , " b u t d o n ' t e x p e c t t o o m u c h . " 

" G o o d m a n , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , e n j o y i n g h i s n e w r o l e a s 
m a n - o f - a c t i o n , " t o y o u r p l a c e s m e n . " 

T h e T w i g w o r m s h u f f l e d u p t o P h o s p h o r o u s a n d g o t r e a d y 
to c a t c h h i m . F e r o c i o u s d i s a p p e a r e d r o u n d t h e b a c k o f t h e 
D e v i c e . T h e r e w a s a p r e g n a n t m o m e n t o f s i l e n c e . N o t h i n g 
h a p p e n e d . F e r o c i o u s r e - e m e r g e d . 

" A c t u a l l y , " he s a i d , " I t ' s m o r e c o m p l i c a t e d t h a n I t h o u g h t . 
T h e r e d o e s n ' t s e e m to b e a l e v e r m a r k e d O F F ' or a n y t h i n g . 
I c o u l d j u s t r i p o u t a h a n d f u l o f w i r e s — a s i t w e r e — b u t I 
m i g h t g e t s l i g h t l y e l e c t r o c u t e d i n the p r o c e s s . H a s a n y b o d y 
g o t a n y i d e a s ? " T h e r e w a s a p a u s e . 

" T h e G u m b o o t s ! " s h o u t e d P h o s p h o r o u s s u d d e n l y . 

" O f c o u r s e , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , " P h o s p h o r o u s , d e a r b o y , I 
s o m e t i m e s t h i n k t h a t d e e p i n t h a t t i n y b r a i n o f y o u r s t h e r e 
b u r n s a s p a r k o f g e n i u s . " 

" T h a n k y o u . " s a i d P h o s p h o r o u s . 

" W h e r e a r e t h e s t r a n g e t h i n g s ? " a s k e d F e r o c i o u s . 

" I n m y p o c k e t , " r e p l i e d P h o s p h o r o u s . S u r e e n o u g h , f r o m 
P h o s p h o r o u s ' p o c k e t s p r o t r u d e d the t o e s o f t h e P a r t i a l l y 
I n v i s i b l e G u m b o o t s . 

" T h i s i s a l l v e r y w e l l , " s a i d P h o s p h o r o u s , " b u t w h a t a r e 
w e g o i n g to d o w i t h t h e m ? " 

" G o o d p o i n t , " a c k n o w l e d g e d F e r o c i o u s , " A s I s e e it the 
s i t u a t i o n i s t h i s ; w e d o n ' t k n o w h o w t o t u r n off t h e D e v i c e 
w i t h o u t i n j u r i n g m e . O r y o u , " h e a d d e d , s e e i n g t h e l o o k 
o f P h o s p h o r o u s ' f a c e . " N o w w h o d o e s k n o w h o w to t u r n 
it o f f ? " 

" H a g g i s M a c P l u m b i n g d o e s , " s a i d P h o s p h o r o u s . 

" I s t h a t a n a m e o r a m e a l ? " a s k e d F e r o c i o u s f a c e t i o u s l y . 

" H e ' s t h e e n g i n e e r — a n d he g o t m e u p h e r e in the f i rs t 

p l a c e . " 

" ' H e i s p a t e n t l y the m a n f o r t h e j o b , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , 
" w h e r e i s h e a n d w i l l he d o i t ? " 

" H e w e n t o u t s i d e , a n d he w a s n ' t v e r y k e e n t o let m e go 
b e f o r e , " s a i d P h o s p h o r o u s . 

" A s t i c k y o n e , d e a r b o y , " m u s e d F e r o c i o u s , " I f e e l w e 
m u s t u s e l o w c u n n i n g . F u n c t i o n , m u c h - t a x e d , g r e y c e l l s , a 
s o l u t i o n i s r e q u i r e d . " F e r o c i o u s s a t d o w n , h e a d i n h a n d s , 
a n d p o n d e r e d . T h e s o u n d s o f t h e f a i r f i l t e r e d t h r o u g h t h e 
w a l l s o f t h e t en t , a n d a b r e e z e f l a p p e d t h e c a n v a s . 

" D o h u r r y . F e r o c i o u s , " w h i s p e r e d P h o s p h o r o u s , " O l d 
H a g g i s m a y c o m e b a c k a t a n y m i n u t e , a n d t h e n I ' l l be s t u c k 
h e r e f o r l i f e . " 

" H a v e p a t i e n c e , d e a r l a d , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , " e v e n j o l l y 
o l d E i n s t e ! l d i d n ' t g e t a t o u c h o f t h e i n s t a n t a n e o u s E u r e k a s . 
S o m e t h i n g i s b e g i n n i n g t o f o r m u l a t e if y o u ' l l j u s t s h u t u p 
f o r a m o m e n t . " P h o s p h o r o u s w h i s t l e d t u n e l e s s l y t o h i m s e l f , 
a n d the T w i g w o r m t r i e d u n s u c c e s s f u l l y to t w i d d l e h i s 
t h u m b s . 

" I h a v e i t ! " s h o u t e d F e r o c i o u s , at l a s t , " Y o u p u t o n t h e 
G u m b o o t s , P h o s p h o r o u s , a n d t h e n , of c o u r s e , y o u ' l l d i s 
a p p e a r . " 

" Y e a h , b u t t h e b o o t s w o n ' t " o b j e c t e d P h o s p h o r o u s , " a n d 
I ' l l s t i l l b e u p h e r e . " 

" H a v e p a t i e n c e , o n c e a g a i n , " p l e a d e d F e r o c i o u s , " a n d 
l i s t e n t o t h e r e s t o f m y b r i l l i a n t s c h e m e . It w i l l t h e n l o o k 
a s i f a p a i r o f G u m b o o t s i s f l o a t i n g t h e r e a n d n o t h i n g e l s e . 
I w i l l t h e n l e a v e t h e t e n t , a n d c o m p l a i n t o the m a n a g e m e n t 

t h a t t h e r e i s o n l y a p a i r o f o l d b o o t s f l o a t i n g , a n d n o t t h e 
C r e a t u r e f r o m b e y o n d M a r s , a s p r o m i s e d . T h e y w i l l s e n d 
s o m e b o d y i n t o s e e . H e w i l l s e e t h e b o o t s , t u r n off t h e 
m a c h i n e , t h e T w i g w o r m c a t c h e s P h o s p h o r o u s a s h e f a l l s , 
a n d w e r u n l i k e n o t h i n g o n e a r t h . H o w d o e s t h a t a p p e a l t o 
y o u , f e l l o w a d v e n t u r e r s ? " 

P h o s p h o r o u s l o o k e d a t t h e T w i g w o r m . 

" A s l o n g a s h e c a n c a t c h m e a l r i g h t , " h e s a i d , " i t 

" A s l o n g a s h e c a n c a t c h m e a l r i g h t , " h e s a i d , " i t 
s o u n d s t r e m e n d o u s . Y o u a r e c l e v e r , F e r o c i o u s . " D i d h e 
d e t e c t a n o t e o f s a r c a s m , w o n d e r e d F e r o c i o u s . 

" T h a n k y o u , d e a r b o y , " h e s a i d , " I t w a s a b s o l u t e l y 
n o t h i n g . If w e a r e a g r e e d t h e n I s u g g e s t t h a t w e p r o c e e d . 
P o p t h e b o o t s o n . P h o s p h o r o u s , a n d off w e g o . " P h o s p h o r o u s 
w r i g g l e d t h e P a r t i a l l y I n v i s i b l e G u m b o o t s o u t o f h i s p o c k e t s , 
a n d w i t h m u c h g r u n t i n g m a n a g e d t o p u l l t h e m o n ; n o e a s y 
t a s k , f l o a t i n g t e n f e e t u p in t h e a i r . A s s o o n a s h e h a d b o t h 
b o o t s s e c u r e l y o n h i s f e e t h e d i s a p p e a r e d . A l l t h a t r e m a i n e d 
w a s a p a i r o f r a t h e r s c r u f f y g u m b o o t s , k i c k i n g s l i g h t l y , w i t h 
n o v i s i b l e m e a n s o f s u p p o r t . 

" R e m a r k a b l e , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , " M o s t c c n v i n c i n g . I w i l l 
n o w f i n d a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e m a n a g e m e n t , a s p l a n n e d . 
T r y t o l o o k o u t r a g e d , T w i g w o r m . " W i t h t h e s e w o r d s h e 
t u r n e d a n d le f t t h e t e n t . 

O u t s i d e s t o o d t h e o l d m a n w h o h a d t a k e n t h e i r l O p o n 
t h e w a y i n . 

" E x c u s e m e , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , " b u t I m u s t p r o t e s t i n t h e 
s t r o n g e s t p o s s i b l e t e r m s . H a v i n g l a i d o u t t h e n o t i n c o n s i d e r 
a b l e s u m of 5 p , i n o r d e r t o o b s e r v e t h e C r e a t u r e f r o m b e y o n d 
M a r s , I d i d n o t e x p e c t t o b e c o n f r o n t e d w i t h a p a i r o f 
s e c o n d - h a n d W e l l i n g t o n s — o b v i o u s l y s u s p e n d e d f r o m t h e 
c e i l i n g w i t h s t r i n g . I d e m a n d to s e e t h e m a n a g e r i m m e 
d i a t e l y . " H a g g i s , f o r it w a s n o n e o t h e r , p a l e d v i s i b l y . 

" S e c o n d - h a n d W e l l i n g t o n s , y e s a y , " h e g r a t e d " I s the r e 
n o a s c r u f f y w e e l a d d i e , w i ' a n o s e l i k e a p o t a t o , f l o a t i n g i n 
t h e r e ? " 

" T h e r e m o s t c e r t a i n l y i s n o t , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s f i r m l y , " I 
w i l l l o d g e a c o m p l a i n t w i t h t h e a u t h o r i t i e s . " 

" O c h d i n n a b e in s u c h a h u r r y , s o r r , " s a i d M a c P l u m b i h g , 
" I ' m s u r e t h e r e ' s b e e n s o m e m i s t a k e — y o u c o m e b a c k i n 
the r e w i ' m e n o w a n d w e ' l l s e e w h a t ' s u p . " 

" O h , v e r y w e l l , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , " b u t I s h a l l e x p e c t m y 
m o n e y b a c k a t t h e v e r y l e a s t . " O l d H a g g i s t u r n e d , a n d 
F e r o c i o u s a l l o w e d h i m s e l f t o b e l e d b a c k i n t o t h e t e n t . T h e r e 
f l o a t e d t h e G u m b o o t s , a s b e f o r e , w i t h t h e T w i g w o r m t r y i n g 
to l o o k o u t r a g e d , a n d r e a d y t o c a t c h P h o s p h o r o u s , at t h e 
s a m e t i m e . 

" B u r n m e s p o r r a n ! " c r i e d t h e o l d m a n . " H o w d i d t h e w e e 
l a d d i e e v e r ge t d o w n o u t o ' t h e f i e l d ? " h e t u r n e d t o F e r o c i 
o u s . " I d o a p o l o g i s e , s o r r , t h e r e s e e m s to h a v e b e e n s o m e 
k i n d o f t e c h n i c a l h i t c h . Y o u c a n h a v e y o u r m o n e y b a c k , o f 
c o u r s e , a n d y o u r l a r g e f r i e n d a s w e l l . " 

" O h , t h a n k y o u , " s a i d t h e T w i g w o r m , " t h a t r e a l l y i s 
a w f u l l y n i c e o f y o u , i t ' s n o t o f t e n y o u g e t t h i s s o r t o f 
s e r v i c e n o w a d a y s , i s i t ? " 

" D o n ' t o v e r d o i t , " w h i s p e r e d F e r o c i o u s . 

H a g g i s h a d g e n e r o u n d t h e b a c k o f t h e D e v i c e . 

" I ' l l j u s t t u r n off t h e f i e l d , " h e s a i d , " a n d get t h e m 
b o o t s o u t o ' t h e w a y . " 

" G e t r e a d y , T w i g w o r m , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s . T h e T w i g w o r m 
s h u f f l e d o v e r t o w a r d s t h e G u m b o o t s , a n d r a i s e d h i s g r e a t 
a r m s in r e a d i n e s s . T h e n o t e o f t h e m a c h i n e b e g a n t o f a l l , 
a n d s o d i d t h e b o o t s . T h e T w i g w o r m l u n g e d g r a c e l e s s l y 
f o r w a r d a n d g r a b b e d t h e m . T h e r e w a s a s h o u t a n d a c r a s h , 
a s P h o s p h o r o u s r e a p p e a r e d o n t h e f l o o r i n a h e a p . T h e 
T w i g w o r m w a s p r o u d l y w a v i n g t h e b o o t s a n d s h o u t i n g 

" I ' v e g o t h i m , I 've g o t h i m . " 

" A r e y o u a l r i g h t , " a s k e d F e r o c i o u s o f h i s f a l l e n f r i e n d . 

" I t h i n k s o , " s a i d P h o s p h o r o u s c h e c k i n g h i s e x t r e m i t i e s . 

" C o m e o n t h e n , " s h o u t e d F e r o c i o u s , " L e t ' s g e t o u t o f 
h e r e . " 

" W h a t o n e a r t h ' s g o i n g o n ? " d e m a n d e d H a g g i s , c o m i n g 
ou t f r o m b e h i n d t h e D e v i c e . B u t he w a s t o o l a t e . F e r o c i o u s 
a n d P h o s p h o r o u s w e r e d r a g g i n g the s t i l l t r i u m p h a n t T w i g 
w o r m o u t t h r o u g h t h e d o o r o f t h e t e n t . 

" C o m e b a c k ! " s h o u t e d t h e o l d e n g i n e e r , w a v i n g h i s a r m s 
h y s t e r i c a l l y , " Y o u ' l l n o g e t w a y w i t h t h i s , y o u m a r k m y 
w o r d s . " S e e i n g t h e t r i o r u n n i n g a w a y i n t o t h e m a z e o f t e n t s 
a n d s i d e s h o w s . H a g g i s M a c P l u m b i n g r u s h e d t o w h e r e a 
l e v e r s t o o d , b y t h e t r a p d o o r i n t h e f l o o r . O v e r t h e l e v e r h u n g 
a n o t i c e : 

" G E N E R A L A L A R M " it r e a d , " p e n a l t y f o r i m p r o p e r u s e 
£ 5 . " O l d M a c P l u m b i n g g r a s p e d the l e v e r a n d p u l l e d h a r d . 
D e e p w i t h i n t h e p a s s a g e w a y s b e n e a t h , a n e t h e r e a l w a i l 
b e g a n , e c h o i n g a r o u n d t h e t u n n e l s , a n d a r o u s i n g t h e L u i g i 
R a b b i t O r g a n i s a t i o n . T h e p o u n d i n g o f f ee t c o u l d be h e a r d 
o v e r t h e w a i l o f t h e a l a r m . T h e c h a s e w a s o n . 

M e a n w h i l e F e r o c i o u s a n d P h o s p h o r o u s w e r e l e a d i n g t h e 
T w i g w o r m a s f a s t a s t h e y c o u l d a w a y f r o m t h e D e v i c e t en t , 
f i i d d e e p i n t o t h e f a i r . T h e y h a d p u t s e v e r a l t e n t s b e t w e e n 
t h e m a n d t h e D e v i c e , w h e n F e r o c i o u s c a l l e d a h a l t . 

" W e m u s t be O . K . h e r e , " he s a i d , " T h e y ' l l n e v e r f i n d 
u s i n t h i s m a z e . " 

" O h , I d o n ' t k n o w , " s a i d P h o s p h o r o u s , "If t h a t n a s t y 
L u i g i R a b b i t i s a f t e r u s , y o u d o n ' t k n o w w h a t m i g h t h a p 
p e n . " H a r d l y h a d h e s p o k e n t h a n a v o i c e s q u e a k e d o u t , 
s o m e w h e r e a b o v e t h e i r h e a d s ; 

" H e l l o s w e e t i e s , t h i s i s y o u r o l d c h u m L u i g i R a b b i t 
h e r e . N o w y o u ' v e b e e n a w f u l l y n a u g h t y , r u n n i n g a w a y f r o m 

p o o r o l d H a g g i s l i k e t h a t . Y o u c o m e b a c k t h i s v e r y m i n u t e , 
d e a r i e s , a n d w e ' l l s a y n o m o r e a b o u t i t . D o n ' t t h i n k f o r a 
m o m e n t t h a t y o u c a n e s c a p e m e . M y d e a r b o y s a r e e v e r y 
w h e r e . I 'm s u r e y o u c a n h e a r m e , I h a v e t h e s e s u p e r 
l o u d s p e a k e r s a l l o v e r t h e f a i r . " T h e t h r e e e s c a p e e s l o o k e d 
a t e a c h o t h e r . 

" W e l l , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , " t h i n g s s e e m a l i t t l e m o r e c o m 
p l i c a t e d t h a n I h a d a t f i r s t a s s u m e d . " 

" Y o u c a n s a y t h a t a g a i n , " s a i d P h o s p h o r o u s . 

" H e m a y w e l l b e b l u f f i n g a b o u t t h e " d e a r b o y s e v e r y 
w h e r e , " w e n t o n F e r o c i o u s , " S o I p r o p o s e t h a t w e t a k e i t 
a s q u i e t l y a s w e c a n a w a y f r o m t h e f a i r . If w e ' r e s p o t t e d , t h e 
j o l l y o l d T w i g w o r m h e r e c a n g e t u p t o m a x i m u m s p e e d — 
s o t o s p e a k — a n d P h o s p h o r o u s a n d I w i l l s c a m p e r a l o n g 
in h i s w a k e . I d o u b t i f e v e n L u i g i R a b b i t c a n s t o p a s t a m 
p e d i n g T w i g w o r m . " T h e T w i g w o r m w a s n o t c o n v i n c e d . 

" T h i s i s a l l v e r y w o r r y i n g , " he c o m p l a i n e d , " I m e a n I 
s h a n ' t k n o w w h a t t o d o . " 

" D e a r o l d f l e s h y m o u n d , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , " A l l y o u h a v e 
t o d o is r u n w h e n I s h o u t ' r u n ' . It w i l l a l l w o r k o u t I 'm 
s u r e . " 

" I f y o u s a y s o , " s a i d t h e T w i g w o r m . 

S t e a l t h i l y t h e a d v e n t u r e r s t i p t o e d a w a y t o w a r d s t h e e d g e 
o f t h e f a i r . T h e p e r i m e t e r w a s i n s i g h t w h e n t w o f i g u r e s 
e m e r g e d f r o m t h e s h a d o w s . 

" H o l d i t r i g h t t h e r e , y o u g u y s , " g r u n t e d D i n o C o n 
f e t t i . " 

" Y e a h , m a n " s a i d W h i s k e r s . 

" R U N ! " b e l l o w e d F e r o c i o u s . L i k e a v a s t r u b b e r - p i s t o n e d 
s t e a m e n g i n e , t h e T w i g w o r m b e g a n t o m o v e f o r w a r d . C u b i c 
y a r d s o f a i r r u s h e d i n t o h i s Z e p p e l i n - s i z e d l u n g s . T h e 
g r o u n d t r e m b l e d a s h i s g a r g a n t u a n f e e t c r a s h e d d o w n . L i k e 
a b e r s e r k b u l l d o z e r h e w a s a w a y , t h r u s t i n g t e n t s , t r e e s , a n d 
D i n o C o n f e t t i a s i d e i n a t i d a l w a v e o f f l o w i n g m o m e n t u m . 
A h a s t i l y f l u n g c a r r o t w a s t h e o n l y s i g n o f p u r s u i t . O n 
t h u n d e r e d t h e T i n y T w i g w o r m , h i s a r m s p u m p i n g , l e g s 
s q u a s h i n g l i k e s p r i n g s a t e v e r y s t e p , h i s p l a t e - s i z e d e y e s 
s t r e a m i n g i n h i s s e l f - g e n e r a t e d w h i r l w i n d . A s h e r a n g r e a t 
s h r i e k s o f l a u g h t e r b u r s t f r o m h i s m o u t h . W h a t m o r t a l c r e a 
t u r e c o u l d s t a n d b e f o r e a T w i g w o r m in f u l l f l i g h t ? A l w a y s 
h i s s i z e h a d b e e n a n e m b a r r a s s m e n t i n t h e c o m p a n y o f 
s m a l l e r c r e a t u r e s . N o w he w a s a c o l o s s u s i n m o t i o n , a 
j u g g e r n a u t r e l e a s e d , h i s v a s t n e s s a b a d g e o f h o n o u r . H i s 
h e a r t s a n g , a s h i s l i m b s c r a s h e d a n d c h u r n e d . 

" S T O P . " a r e e d y v o i c e f r o m s o m e w h e r e b e h i n d h i m 
p e n e t r a t e d h i s r e v e r i e . It w a s F e r o c i o u s , p a n t i n g h a r d , a n d 
v a i n l y t r y i n g t o h a l t t h e r u s h i n g g i a n t . S l o w l y t h e T w i g w o r m 
s l o w e d t o w a l k , a n d f i n a l l y s t o p p e d . H e s a t d o w n , o n l y 
s l i g h t l y o u t o f b r e a t h . H e b e a m e d a r o u n d a t F e r o c i o u s , a n d 
a g a s p i n g P h o s p h o r o u s w h o s e l i t t l e l e g s h a d le f t h i m s o m e 
w a y b e h i n d . 

" D i d I d o a l r i g h t ? " a s k e d t h e T w i g w o r m . F e r o c i o u s w a s 
g e t t i n g h i s b r e a t h b a c k . 

" M a g n i f i c e n t d e a r b o y , " he b r e a t h e d , " I n e v e r e x p e c t e d 
a n y t h i n g l i k e i t . I o n l y h o p e t h e b i l l f o r t h e d a m a g e n e v e r 
f i n d s i t s w a y b a c k t o m e . 

" I a m g l a d y o u ' r e p l e a s e d , " s a i d t h e T w i g w o r m , " I m u s t 
a d m i t I e n j o y e d t h a t l i t t l e r u n i m m e n s e l y . T h e r e ' s n o t m u c h 
r o o m f o r a g o o d r u n in a T w i g w o r m e r y , a n d i t w a s r a t h e r 
f r o w n e d e n a t t h e C e n t r e . " F e r o c i o u s s m i l e d . 

" I ' l l b e t it w a s , " he s a i d , " o n e a f t e r n o o n ' s t r o t a n d t h e r e 
w o u l d n ' t h a v e b e e n m u c h C e n t r e l e f t . " P h o s p h o r o u s w a s 
a l s o r e c o v e r i n g , a n d a d d e d h i s c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s . 

" B u t it w a s a l l F e r o c i o u s ' i d e a , " s a i d t h e T w i g w o r m . 
m o d e s t l y . 

" T h a n k y o u , " r e p l i e d F e r o c i o u s , " b u t w e m u s t n ' t s i t h e r e 
c o n g r a t u l a t i n g e a c h o t h e r i n d e f i n i t e l y . T h a t v i l l a i n o u s r a b 
b i t w i l l b e a f t e r us e v e n m o r e , n o w w e ' v e r u n a T w i g w o r m 
t h r o u g h h i s t e n t s . W e m u s t p r e s s o n — a f t e r a l l w e a r e s u p 
p o s e d t o b e g e t t i n g t h e T w i g w o r m b a c k t o h i s f o l k s , a r e w e 
n o t ? " T h e o t h e r s a g r e e d , a n d s o t h e y a l l g o t t o t h e i r f ee t , a n d 
p l o d d e d off d o w n t h e b e a c h o n c e m o r e . 

T h e y h a d c r o s s e d t h e d u n e s , a n d w e r e w a l k i n g by t h e 
s e a ' s e d g e , w h e n t h e y n o t i c e d a h u g e d a r k o b j e c t , c r o u c h e d 
o n t h e s a n d . A s t h e y a p p r o a c h e d , t h e y c o u l d h e a r it g r u m b 
l i n g a w a y t o i t s e l f : 

" I t ' s n o t a s i f I a s k f o r v e r y m u c h , " i t w e n t " j u s t a d r o p 
of t h e h i g h o c t a n e s tu f f n o w a n d a g a i n , a n d t h e o c c a s i o n a l 
s e r v i c e . A n d w h a t d o I g e t ? d u m p e d o n t h i s l o u s y b e a c h , 
t h a t ' s w h a t I g e t , w i t h no d e c e n t l a n d i n g f a c i l i t i e s , a n d s o g g y 
s a n d i n m e u n d e r c a r r i a g e . I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t a v i a t i o n i s 
c o m i n g t o . " 

" W h a t is i t ? " w h i s p e r e d P h o s p h o r o u s . 

" I ' v e n o i d e a , d e a r b o y , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , " L e t u s a p p r o a c h 
it a n d i n q u i r e . " D r a w i n g n e a r to t h e c o n t r a p t i o n , t h e y c o u l d 
s e e t h a t it w a s a n a e r o p l a n e . It w a s v e r y l a r g e i n d e e d , a 
b i p l a n e w i t h m i l e s o f w i r e s a n d t w o h u g e e n g i n e s s l u n g 
u n d e r t h e w i n g s . 

" I t ' s A l c o c k a n d B r o w n , t o o k t h e w r o n g t u . l i i n g , " g i g g l e d 
F e r o c i o u s . 

" W h o ? " a s k e d P h o s p h o r o u s . 

" N e v e r m i n d , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , " I w i l l a s k i t w h a t i t is 
d o i n g o n t h i s b e a c h . It i s n o d o u b t s o m e t h i n g t o d o w i t h 
t h i s a d v e n t u r e — e v e r y t h i n g e l s e r o u n d h e r e s e e m s to b e . " 

H e w a l k e d u p to t h e p l a n e . 

" A h e m , " he s a i d , " I a m F e r o c i o u s D i n a n d t h i s i s P h o s 
p h o r o u s t h e J o b r o t . T h e t a l i g e n t l e m a n is t h e T i n y T w i g 
w o r m , o n w h o s e a d v e n t u r e w e a r e e n g a g e d . A r e y o u b y a n y 
c o i n c i d e n c e i n a n y w a y c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e a f o r e s a i d a d 
v e n t u r e ? " 

" A m I c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e a f o r e s a i d a d v e n t u r e , h e a s k s , ' * 
g r u m b l e d t h e ' p l a n e , " I h a v e o n l y b e e n s i t t i n g h e r e o n t h i s 
d a m p b e a c h f o r s e v e r a l d a y s , w a i t i n g f o r y o u to s h o w u p , 
y o u v e r b o s e l i t t l e m a n . " 

" I s a y t h a t ' s a b i t s t r o n g , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , " w e h a v e 
g o n e t h r o u g h c o n s i d e r a b l e h a r d s h i p t o g e t h e r e a n d w h e n 
w e d o , a l l y o u d o is i n s u l t u s . M y o p i n i o n o f t h e A d v e n t u r e r s 
A s s o c i a t i o n h a s g o n e d o w n a l o t I m u s t s a y . " 

" I s i t h e r e f o r w e e k s , " s a i d t h e p l a n e , u n a f f e c t e d b y 
F e r o c i o u s ' o u t b u r s t , " a n d a b u n c h o f i d i o t s l i k e y o u l o t 
s h o w u p . It w a s n e v e r l i k e t h i s i n t h e o l d I m p e r i a l A i r w a y s 
d a y s . A h , t h e s t y l e , t h e l u x u r y , t h e s u b t l y e x p r e s s e d e l e g a n c e , 
t h o s e w e r e t h e d a y s . N o t l i k e n o w — f e r r y i n g o f f e n s i v e a d 
v e n t u r e r s a b o u t . T h e r e w a s e x c i t e m e n t t h e n — n o w i t ' s j u s t 
o n e m i l k r u n a f t e r a n o t h e r . " H e p a u s e d f o r b r e a t h . 

" I f i t ' s e x c i t e m e n t y o u c r a v e , " s a i d F e r o c i o u s , " t h e n 
t h o s e p e o p l e d o w n t l w e a r e a b o u t t o s u p p l y s o m e . " 

T h e y f o l l o w e d t h e d i r e c t i o n o f h i s p o i n t i n g f i n g e r . S c u r r y 
i n g a l o n g t h e b e a c h t o w a r d s t h e m c a m e a l a r g e c r o w d . A t 
i t s h e a d r a n a l i t t l e f u r r y f i g u r e , w i t h l o n g s i l k y e a r s , a n d a 
c i g a r e t t e h o l d e r . B e h i n d h i m s t r o d e a t a l l m a n i n a b u l g i n g 
t r e n o h - e o a t , a n d a t h i s s i d e b o u n c e d a t i n y b r i s t l y p e r s o n , 
w a v i n g a c a r r o t . Y e s ! It w a s L u i g i t h e R a b b i t O r g a n i s a t i o n i n 
f u l l s t r e n g t h . 

" O h d e a r , " s a i d P h o s p h o r o u s . 
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Apres-Ski 
W h i l e y o u have been away m a k i n g merry on your w in te r v a ca t i on , t obogan-
n i n g th rough the f og a n d s k i i n g d o w n the M 1 . y our b e l o v ed G o v e r n m e n t 
have been w o r k i n g hard at h i ghe r a n d further e d u c a t i o n . T h e y have p r o d u c e d 
not o n l y a W h i t e Paper ( w h i c h d i d more than just g i ve money to b u i l d 
nursery s c h o o l s ) but a l s o a F i n a n c e Report . R ead on . . . 

Cost-cutting 
and shorter courses 

Whi te Paper on Educa t i on 

A jump f rom 463,000 to 750,000 i n the numbers of 
students and 2 2 % of eighteen-year-olds i n further edu
cat ion are the major a ims for higher educat ion set 
forth i n the Government Whi t e Paper publ ished i n 
December* . The m a i n expansion wou ld take place i n 
the Polytechnics who, the Government hopes, w i l l take 
the same number of students as the Universit ies 
(375,000) by 1981. The number of part-time students 
wou ld increase considerably, but the percentage of 
post-graduates wou ld fa l l f r om 19% of students to 1 7 % 
(an increase in numbers of only 7,000 over the next ten 
years). 

The Whi te Paper sug
gests a need for a shorter 
course than current first 
degree courses, and pro
poses a 2-year course lead
ing to a D i p l o m a of 
H igher Educat ion (Dip 
H E ) . Th is would be of 
comparable difficulty to 
the first two years of a 
first degree course, could 
be offered at both Po ly
technics and Universit ies, 
and wou ld carry a man
datory grant to students 
wi th it. A considerable 
number of students opting 

to take the D i p H E in 
stead of a three-year 
course would reduce the 
number of places required 
in H E institutions, and 
thus cut costs. Cut t ing 
costs is a major preoccu
pation of the Whi te Paper. 

Notwithstanding this, 
the Whi te Paper contains 
proposals to bui ld a fur
ther 11,000 units of stu
dent accommodat ion i n 
74/75. Places should be 
avai lable for about two-
thirds of the addit ional 

students expected in the 
c u r r e n t qu inquennium 
(1972-77). However, the 
Whi te Paper says that " the 
Government shares the 
frequently-expressed view 
that i t is unrealistic and 
unnecessary for such a 
high proport ion of stu
dents to reside and study 
at a distance i f equal ly 
acceptable courses are 
avai lable to them wi th in 
dai ly travel l ing distance of 
their homes" and suggests 
that Universities and in 
stitutions of Advanced 
Higher Educa t i on should 
lay great emphasis on 
home-based students. 

The Government be
lieves that since one of the 
biggest costs of higher edu
cation is that of employ
ing teaching staff, econo
mies should be made here, 
and the staff/student rat io 
should be reduced to 10:1. 
They suggest that " a gra
dual transition to this 
average figure should be 
possible without lowering 

Bye, bye, Binary 
The Educa t i on and Ar ts sub-committee of the House 

of Commons Expendi ture Committee published their 
report on further and higher education on Wednesday, 
December 20th. If accepted, the report would mean 
an end to the binary system of financing higher edu
cation, a n a i m that student organisations have been 
fighting for for many years. A t present, the Universit ies 
and Colleges apply for their money from a central body, 
the Universi ty Grants Committee ( U D G ) , which is 
given a certain amount of money by the Government 
to dole out amongst the Universities. Polytechnics, C o l 
leges of Educa t i on , and other Higher Educa t i on inst i 
tutions get their money f rom the L o c a l Author i t ies . 
The Expendi ture Report recommends that a l l Higher 
and Further Educa t i on be brought together under one 
financing authority s imi lar to the U G C : a " H i g h e r 
Educa t i on Commiss i on " . 

standards". 
Recently Mrs . Thatcher, 

Secretary of State for 
Educa t i on , ruled such a 
possibi l i ty out as " a d m i n 
istratively inpract icable" . 
B u t M r . N e i l Ma r t en , 
C h a i r m a n of the Sub-Com
mittee, said that were it 
solely an administrative 
difficulty it could be over
come. 

Home-based students 

The report suggests that 
the universities be in i t ia l ly 
given a few years to in
crease the number of 
home-based students, and 
if they do not succeed the 
Government would be 
justif ied in tak ing tougher 
measures. These measures 
could include not provid
ing any more purpose-
built student accommo
dation, universities not be

ing al lowed to accept stu
dents f rom outside their 
own region unless they can 
guarantee accommodat ion 
in halls of residence or 
approved lodgings, g iv ing 
prior i ty to students from 
difficult home back
grounds and the expan
sion of institutions wi th 
large local catchment 
areas. 

Loans for U/G's rejected 

The committee said that 
since, were a loan scheme 
for undergraduates to be 
introduced, it could not be 
done without numerous 
exceptions and special 
cases, it should not be con
sidered a pract ical i ty at 
the moment. The report 
d id not, however, entirely 
rule out the idea. A l t hough 
yet to be fully investigat

ed, the Commit tee d id sug
gest that loans for post
graduates might be a wel
come scheme. 

U C C A extended 

The Universit ies Cent ra l 
Counc i l on Admiss ions 
( U C C A ) should be ex
tended to serve a l l inst i tu
tions of higher and further 
education, suggests the re
port. A t present, poly
technics and colleges of 
education have to be ap
pl ied to separately and 
indiv idual ly . 

A Na t i ona l M a n p o w e r 
Counc i l should be set up 
to advise students about 
the demand for qual i f ied 
manpower. A Careers A d 
visory service for scholars 
interests i n going in to 
higher education should 
be inc luded, to tel l them 
what jobs are offered for 
which quali f ications. 

E n d to Quinquennia l 
system 

A t present universities 
work on " T h e Quinquen
nia l P l a n " , i.e. they receive 
an al locat ion of money 
every five years for the 
next five years' work. T h e 
Committee suggests that 
instead of this a five-year 
ro l l ing p l an co-ordinated 
wi th and on the lines of 
the pub l i c expenditure 
surveys. The committee 
expects that expenditure 
for three years ahead 
could probably be firmly 
fixed, and the next two 
years reasonably accur
ately forecasted. 

My dear Edward j On joining Europe -tc 
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D E P A R T M E N T O F E D U C A T I O N A N D S C I E N C E . 
W H I T E H A L L . 

I st A p r i l 1974 

M y dear Edward , 

A s you are aware we at the D .E .S . have long been troubled by the activities 
of a small group of your subjects. I refer of course to the students at present 
attending the Universit ies. 

I a m therefore delighted to inform you of the details of the Whi te Paper we 
are to publ ish next month entitled ' In Place of Struggle'. 

The Paper outlines the new structure of degree courses as f r om next Sep
tember. The basic pr inc ip le behind the scheme is to give students their long 
awaited parity — financial and otherwise — with their peers in industry and 
offices. 

F inanc i a l parity is achieved by paying the students a salary of between 
£20-£25 per week o n a sl iding scale according to age. 

Students w i l l attend lectures for 40 hours per week and be given the usual 
3 weeks annual hol iday. Th i s w i l l result in the same amount of t ime being 
al lotted to lectures and tutorials as under the present system of a 3 year 
degree course. However , this scheme is based on one year's study to an 
honours degree. 

I a m advised by my colleagues i n the Treasury that this could result in 
either a cut of 50% on higher education spending, or a rise of 100% in the 
number of graduates—I know which one you w i l l prefer Te l ! 

T o o good to be true, you say, but w i l l pub l i c op in ion a l l ow us to pass the 
B i l l ? Never fear, after last year's rash of student rent strikes and mi l i tancy, 
publ ic op in ion has never been more sol idly behind us i n our struggle against 
the student. 

H o p i n g the above meets w i th your approval , 

I remain your humble servant, 

Maggie . 

The author wou ld l i ke to state that the figures quoted i n this letter are quite 
realistic. 
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'This royal throne of kings, this sceptred isle, 

This earth of majesty, this seat of Mars, 

This other Eden, demi-paradise, 

This fortress built by nature for herself 

Against infection and the hand of war, 

This happy breed of men, this little world, 

This precious stone set in the silver sea, 

Which serves it in the office of a wall, 

Or as a moat defensive to a house, 

Against the envy of less happier lands. 

This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this England.' 

(Richard II) 

W i l l it ever be the s a m e aga in . . • ? 



Page 8 F E L I X January 8, 1973 

REMEMBER U.G.M* THURSDAY 
1300 GREAT HALL 

Surrey succeed 
with 60% support 

More to Grants Campaign 
than Rent Strikes 

The students at Surrey University are at present 
running one of the most successful rent strikes i n the 
country. Af ter one tenn they were able to report 6 0 % 
support for their s t r ike—that is, 6 0 % of a l l students at 
Surrey had paid into the Rent F u n d . £44,250 had been 
collected f rom 950 residents by 13th December, 1972. 
Iln fact, support for the strike is even greater than this, 
as less than 20% of students have pa id the Univers i ty . 
A n d it should be remembered that, as rents are pa i d on 
a termly basis at Surrey, the Rent F u n d could con
ceivably double as this term progresses. 

W h e n I asked Me l 
Ingram (President of the 
Students' Union) and Iain 
Mor r i s on (Chairman of 
the Rent A c t i o n Commit 
tee) the reason for their 
success at Surrey, their 
answer was simple; hard 
work, and careful organ
isation. W h e n the rent 
strike started it was neces
sary to educate the mass 
of students as to the issues 
involved. Newsheets were 
(and are sti l l being) print
ed regularly. Posters were 
designed and displayed a l l 
over the Universi ty . P ick
ets were appointed to 
stand outside the Cashier 's 
Office (where students 
would normal ly pay their 
rents) to attempt to per
suade them to pay into the 
Rent F u n d instead. A 
videofilm was made show
ing U n i o n officials t ry ing 
to negotiate w i th Un ive r 
sity Author i t ies . V o l u n 
teers were found to distr i 
bute leaflets. A n d , prob
ably most important of a l l , 
a door-to-door survey was 
undertaken to discover 
the extent of support, and 
to try to persuade those 
who had not yet paid any
one to pay into the Rent 
F u n d . Th i s was a m a m 
moth task, as i t involved 
knock ing on 1,600 doors, 
but it had positive results 
in that 77 more students 
paid after they had been 
visited personally. 

One more factor wh i ch 
has been of great assist
ance to the strike organ
isers is that Surrey is a 
Campus Univers i ty . Th i s 
has obviously helped, es
pecial ly as far as com
municat ion is concerned, 
but it has not meant that 

non-residents have not 
been involved i n the strug
gle. Non-residents are, in 
fact, attending U n i o n 
Genera l Meetings (at the 
rate of two a week!) and 
have been g iv ing the 
strikers a l l possible sup
port. 

A t the beginning of the 
Surrey strike a Rent F u n d 
Const i tut ion was drawn 
up wh ich has been rigidly 
adhered to. Th i s lays 
down the only uses to 
which the money can be 
put to pay the Universi ty 
in the event of the strike 
being settled, or to re im
burse any person who 
wishes to withdraw his 
contr ibut ion. It also states 
that the F u n d shall be 
open to inspection by any 
member of the U n i o n , and 
that accounts should be 
presented to a Genera l 
Meet ing at least once 
every two weeks. It is 
worth noting that on aver
age Surrey is holding G e n 
eral Meetings twice a 
week at the moment, and 
that these Meet ings con
tinue to be quorate. 

N o w Surrey is try ing to 
identify its l oca l efforts 
wi th the nat ional Gramts 
campaign. Members of 
the Universi ty are visit ing 
other Colleges to give 
them the benefit of their 
v a l u a b 1 e experience. 
Speakers have already 
been sent to H u l l , Keele, 
As ton , B i rmingham, Read
ing and Bath . Surrey U n i 
versity has been successful 
so far. It remains to be 
seen how many other U n i 
versities Will be able to 
d rum up sufficient enthus
iasm to fo l low i n their 
footsteps. 

Only sixteen 
at C.C. C. 

O n the 16th December 1972 the Campa i gn Co -o rd 
inat ing Commit tee met at U . L . U . (University of L o n d o n 
Union ) to discuss the probable outl ine of the Grants 
Campa ign as it could take place this term. D i gby Jacks 
(President N.U.S. ) presented a paper to the C . C . C . 
wh ich div ided the campaign into 4 phases. 

The first phase has a l 
ready started, and includes 
the rent strikes which have 
been tak ing place i n the 
last term, for example at 
Surrey, Keele and Exeter. 

Phase 2 w i l l begin to
wards the end of l anuary . 
It w i l l involve activity by 
students on the three p r i 
orities of the grants cam
paign: the ma in rate of 
g r a n t s , discretionary 
awards and marr ied 
women students' grants. 
The activity envisaged i n 
cludes not only rent 
strikes and catering boy
cotts, but also lobby ing of 
M.P .s and , possibly, of 
L o c a l Educa t i on Au tho r 
ities. Such act ion should 
be organised on a local 
basis. 

Phase 3 should take 
place i n m id February. 
This is to be a unified 
nat ional campaign. It is 
hoped that 3 or 4 regional 
demonstrations can be 
organised, i n such places 
as L o n d o n , Cardiff, E d i n 
burgh and B i rmingham, 
al though the venues are, 

as yet, provis ional . Such 
demonstrations w o u Id 
show the unity of and 
mass support for the cam
paign. Wednesday, 21st 
February has been sug
gested as a possible date 
for this. 

The campaign wou ld 
reach a c l imax w i th phase 
4, towards the end of this 
term. If previous support 
has been sufficient either 
a nat ional D a y of A c t i o n 
or a nat ional strike w i l l be 
cal led i n m i d M a r c h . 

These then were the 
proposals put b y the 
N.U .S . Execut ive (in the 
shape of D igby Jacks) to 
a C . C . C . wh i ch consisted 
of predisely 16 members. 
It seems incredible that 
there were not more 
people present at a meet
ing wh ich had to decide 
matters of great impor
tance to the grants cam
paign. One cou ld not help 
feeling that i f this was 
representative of support 
for the campaign, the 
N .U .S . w i l l not have to 
organise that nat ional 
strike i n M a r c h . 

FELIX EDITOR 
ELECTIONS ARE 

SOON ! 

If you fancy a sabbatical 
year, join Felix now 

and find out what it's 
all about. You will be 

welcome. 

A s was reported briefly i n the 5th December issue of 

" F e l i x " , the N U S Na t i ona l Conference at Marga te i n 

November passed a large and comprehensive mot ion 

on Grants . It cal led for a n immediate increase i n the 

mandatory rate of grant to cover rises i n the cost of 

l i v ing since the last award : the N U S Execut ive is ask

ing for £65 wh ich wou ld restore the grant to the 1968 

settlement level (which restored the 1962 level). Other 

major demands were 

% an end to d iscr imina
t i on against marr ied 
women students i n 
grants assessment (at 
present, marr ied women 
get £275 p.a. — single 
women get £480). 

:js the abo l i t ion of discre
t ionary awards — and 
an especial ca l l for the 
designation of the 
Higher Na t i ona l D i p 
l oma ( H N D ) and other 
non-designated advanc
ed courses. (Explanat ion 
for the uninit iated: 
There are designated 
and nora-d e si g n a t e d 
c o u r s e s . Designated 
courses — l ike degree 
courses at Universit ies 
and Polytechnics—carry 
w i th them a mandatory 
grant level, wh ich is 
pa id to a l l students re
gardless. Students on 
non-designated courses 
l ike courses at A r t C o l 
leges, F . E . Colleges, etc.) 
have their grant decid
ed upon by their L o c a l 
Author i t y , who use their 
discretion to decide how 
much , if anything, they 
w i l l pay.) 

% the grant must be 
enough to pay the ful l 
economic cost of stu
dents' catering resi
dence. 

grants should be revised 
annual ly on a "Student 
Costs Index" . 

there should be a 
" threshold agreement", 
such that any upward 
movement on the Stu
dent Costs Index be
yond an agreed percent
age dur ing the period 
between reviews should 

result i n an automatic 
inter im increase i n the 
level of grants. 

jfc the not ional element i n 
the grant al lowed for 
vacat ion maintenance 
should be disal lowed i n 
the assessment of Soc ia l 
Security payments. 

sfc Na t i ona l Insurance con
tr ibut ions should be 
pa id for a l l students 
while i n full-t ime educa
tion. 

* grants for courses of 
durat ion greater than 
30 weeks should in 
clude one-thirtieth of 
It'he fu l l grant for each 
week the course lasts 
in excess of 30. 

sfc U K students studying 
abroad should have 
their grant levels adjust
ed to make prov is ion 
for the changes i n ex
change rates since 1967, 
when they were last 
fixed. 

Conference agreed not 
to press for a student wage 
instead of a grant for the 
time being, un t i l a l l stu
dents had been informed 
of the issues involved i n 
this demand and the ad
vantages that might 
accrue. A publ ic i ty drive 
to gain support amongst 
students for this concept 
is to start shortly. 

T h e nat ional Rent 
Str ike is planned to be a 
major springboard of the 
campaign for higher 
grants. W h e r e Rent 
Strikes are impract icable, 
Cater ing Boycotts are 
urged. 


