
| list brought
¥eral honours to people connectedThe New Year's

th the college, the most prominent
sf which is the award to Professor
P.M.S. Blackett"ef a life peerage.

Professor Blackett's career

has been one packed with notable
achievements in academic and admin-
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istrative fields. He has been a

member of the Royal Society since

1933 and President of this body
for the last two years. His work
on cosmic rays gained him a Nobel
Prize in 1948 and his research into

paleomagnetism gained him the R.S-
Copley Medal in 1956.

In his long association with

1.C he has been professor of Physies
and Head of Department, 1953-65;
Dean of R.C.S, 1954-603 Pro-Rector of
IC, 1961-63; and senior Research
Fellow of the college in 1967..He
was also chairman of the Research
Grants Committee For 1956-60 which
were years of phenomenal expansion

in technological and scientific

education in this country.

= Professor Blackett was made a

Companion of Honour in 1965 and
received the Order of Merit last

years

Knighthoods have been awarded

to 2 other Fellows of the college
Dew DG. Christopherson, the Vice

Cummcellor of Durham University and
Mr.. H. Shirley-Smith who was given

a Cc.8.B. for his part in the const«
- tpaetion of the Forth Road Bridge.

ProfessorR+ Weck, who is visiting
bs Pee awnot

As decided at the last Council

meeting just before -the end of last
term, President Rex Lowin wrote

to The Times, the Kensington Post

and Felix (see inside) complaining

about the reactions of certain member

of the public when asked to conte

ribute to the Carnival charity.This

was followed by a press release to

other national papers. ©
Following the publication of the

Times letter on the 19 December,the

college received over £115 from ex-
students and others.

With this unforeseen response,

Carnival has so far made in excess
of £2,500, including £1400 from the
Carnival Walk. Raffle tickets can

still be obtained and the first.

proceeds from thie activity are

trickling in. Several donations

have been received from M.P.s and

Carnival Comordinator, fan Jarvis,is

hoping for more money from parliament
Particularly pleasing is the con-

fevaole amount of support from the

the way of..donations, walk
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things change. We say £00
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We realised that it would not
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CALL FOR FREE UN!
Towards an

Independent University |
a

e te a paper published — oy |
the’ #nstitute of Economic Affairs: ~-
Ligited, the suggestion that a umi-
verBity independent of the Stats is

both. practical and desirable is ‘put
forwardand discussed by Professor.
Perns. of Birmingham University.

Necessity —

: professor Ferns gives
m

reasons. for. tne neccésiv, of such.

an ‘institution: that it is ‘socially

necessaryto demonstrate that “peo|
‘ple on their own can inset a commun

ity. need with 0 assistance fron—

‘the state...’ ; that it would help

-to. meet the present demand for uni-
versity places (35,5 of those with

‘the nessesary gualifications can-

not find places).

: Perhaps tne most scathing atte
ack on the present sistem Is the

suggestion that thepresent system
produces: decrees. rather than peo=

‘ple “who are educated to usé know~

‘ledge in their work. and have the.

self-confidence andjudgement. which
comes from knowing what ocy are

Goingess' ®

General Education ”
‘Phere: is room, according ‘a.

the author, for courses: which 4im

at a more zeneral education ace S
the present specialised progranme

In his opinion “many of Britain’ Ss
problems stem from the poor quality:.

and inadequate education of the acm

ininistrators, organisers and trens-

mitters of knowledge who are not
equal to bringing £0. pear in the
practical context of life the: achi-~ —
evements of the elite of pure scle-

nee and the arts.’
Ags a final reason the author _

feels a need to “preserve and stren.

nethen variety in English education!
‘uch of what British education ‘is :
famous for is being lost because as
the growth in state control of th
universities through financial prom!
Visione

The places in this private
university would be filled by stu-

dents unable to obtain places in

‘the present set-up, sogether with
a number of foreisn studenta.The

. gost to the student would be in

the region of 51500 a year. Stud-

ents would be assisted byspecial

%

loans, repayable over say, 10 years,.

- part time employment. the university”

gmtil 665 to 67 to be
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NOF HIGHER EDUCATION FREE FROM »

GOVERNMENT CONTROL ar

"HS.FERNS
tee nce

t Professorof Political Science,;.-
ee

and eoua alse. earn money neunt Py
+ eins. +. Re es idee hada

wt‘would cater for:.a larger number of°

students pers staff member by int~
énsifying the teaching act Aivitye
etaff wou ld be selected in two

eates-ories:"intellectual capacity

and capacity to teach . or capacity
to learn to teach. Staff may lave:

to teach25 hours a week during —

tern time, “put will be given one.
year off in six "for imtellectual

refreshinent."Teaching posts would
be made far.more viable:“the idea

er a. university post #s 4 freebold
followed by: B

mast be abandoned.

Capital
The capital feces sary”for” St

land aad buildings will initially
“be derived from gifts, but will be

‘repayed over a period of: some 59

years out of fees and. research «

contracts. apart. from this: initial

dependence’ on outside sources,

“the university WiLL pe financially
‘autonomous.

“in his

1ife ‘pension

chiiclaiaten tha @uthor
provides a philosophical basis to
his proposals: "If all knowledge is:

Limited and uncertainy and all. bun

an beings and agencies make mistakes

Se a their life-stratesy, the: questi- |
‘ou iis simply owhat arrangement will
minimise the mistakes and maximise

correct. solutions.iiH the present

-eircumstances an arrangement that

encourages individuals and instit-

utions to plan their own strategies

seems em balance. to have @ prospect
of more success that centralised,

over-all planning. And suchan arr— |

angement does impart excitement to
. Lites which is not an a aeaaaaae

trifle.’;
Although the| paper is - the

work of Professor Ferns, ite con
tent faas been discussed at. two

meetings of academics Ineluding
Professor Chain from I.C.Anapp=

endix expressing the urgency or
an Independent. University is

signed by 46 distinguished

ed@ucationists who are in sympathy

igith the. main REP Onaes
die oe ; ee
Per. an die a 2 : inns ae

MALCOLM. WILLLANSOR-


