BEECHING

Commemoration Day

Address

Scientists tend not to branch
one conclusicn reached by

away from scientific occupations—this was
Lord Beaching, Director of Imperial Chemical

Industries, in his address as the Special Visitor at Commemoration Day,

Lord Beeching’s speech was the
finale to ICs annual pomp and
circumstance. The celebration, held
in the Royal Albert Hall, began with
the colourful entrance of the student
Presidents, Readers, and Wardens,
Professors and the principal officers
of the Governing Body. The proces-
sion was eftectively performed to a
background of ‘Gaudeamus igitur’
sung by the IC Musical Society
Choir.

An unprogrammed event was a
brief speech by Lord Sherfield,
Chairman of tne Governing Body, of
the regret of the College at the death
of the late Rector. He spoke of the
moving address by Lord Florey at
the Memorial Service and of the
tributes in the Press. The College,
he said, has lost a sympathetic ad-
ministrator, the University a staunch
member and all who have come in-
to contact with him have lost g good

riend.
ty-President David McBain
(viv_as % e?i Stuczjent O'ratfor and gave a
igni rendering of the Openin
Proclamation. " e
The reading was followed by the
presentation of Associateships and
Diplomates to an accompaniment by
the orchestra, the orchestra winning
by several lengths. Lastly the six
new Fellows were presented with
their Parchments by Lord Sherfield.

The Address

The Special Visitor’s, Address fol-
lowed “The Clerk of Oxenford’ from
the Canterbury Pilgrims by Geoffrey
Chaucer and sung by the Choir.

Lord Beeching’s Speech touched
on one of the vital issues one might
have expected from such a dis-
tinguished industrialist. Its content
was much more relevant to IC and
quite uncontroversial. Lord Beeching,
who is a Diplomate of IC, devoted
the first quarter of his Address to an
explanation of how he had changed
since leaving the College. He just-
ified this as a warning, that, as an
observer and commentator “I am
biased by my own particular exper-
iences”.

Moving on to his main subject he
postulated the average graduate
starting out ‘pursuing a career...
within the confines of (his) own
speciality’. Then later in life find-
ing himself ‘increasingly interested

| in adjacent fields of knowledge, un-

til eventually he is ‘likely to take
interest in the overall effectiveness
with which science and technology
is applied within our social and
economic structure’.

" This led him to a visual represent-
ation of the distribution of science
graduates and social science and
arts graduates in ‘the jobs... filled by
well-educated men’. The diagram
was difficult to follow but by care-
‘ful consideration it can be seen to
jrepresent the situation. He described
a rectangular display in which
“scientists” are represented by black
spots and “artists” by crosses, while
those job filled bynone graduates are
marked with circles. ; Moving across
the diagram from [eft to right the
scietific content of the jobs increas-
es, climbing up the diagram the
organisation level and degree of in-
fluence increase. Lord Beeching con-
ciuded that black spots would con-
gregate in the lower left corner and
spread upwards more or less vertic-
ally; the crosses would be spread
across the-lower right-hand side but
these move sideways as they rose.
‘At the very top levels of the diagram,
representing the levels of most
powerful and widespread influence,
we se a lot of circies, a lot of cros-
ses, but very few black spots’.

Our fault

He expressed regret at the situation
but pointed out that it is partly the

- “scientists” fault and arises from a

/viscous circle which we can do much
'to break. There is an opinion, he
said, that “scientists” are. less vers-
atile than “artists” and the conclusion
was drawn that this is due to inabil-
ity. In fact it is a result of the ex-
cessive demand/supply ratio and the
relative qualities of arts and science
teachers. The graduate of “science”
is less rounded than an “arts” man.

It is our job, he concluded, to

think of ourselves ‘as highly intel-
liget, which you are; as well-educat-
ed people, which you should be; and
never hesitate to broaden your ex-
perience’.

The two hour ceremony finished
with the Choir leading the Assembly
in ‘God Save The Queen’.
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glowing tribute

Lord Florey paid glowing tribute to Sir Patrick Linstead in
at the Memorial Service for the late Rector.

his address
The College had lost this dedi-

cated and sympathetic person at the height of his powers. In a period when
most had a dread of being incompetent he stood out and determined that

we should not fail.

Following his appointment as
Rector in 1955, he became involved
in discussions at Government level on
education and research. From then
on he devoted the finest years of his
life to the Coillege and it is due to
his great administrative ability that
the College owes it present position.
Its students will have cause to be
grateful to him all their lives.

To achieve a sufficient. control over
the College. another man might have
been ruthlessly efficient, but under Sir
Patrick one sensed a happy atmos-
phere about the College. It was
always his aim that although the
principal task was to produce scien-
tisis.  the  products should be
“rounded 7 scientists,

Lord Florey pointed out that Sir
Patricl. was a very human person and
enioyed his home-life. Without the
ercat help given by Lady Linstead the
success would not have been achieved.

At the Royal Society Sir Patrick
and Lord Florey worked together ; on
Lord Florzy's election to President he
wus wid he was lucky to have Sir
Patrick there to keep him straight. In
judgement and action he was superb
und muade a delightful colleague.

Lord Florey ended with the reminder
that Sir Patrick Linstead was a
scientist of great distinction and a
splendid friend. :
“Lord Flory, who is Provost of
Queens College, Oxford. was a great
friend of the late Rector and the
emotion he felt at the loss was readily
discernible in his speech. %

Among the many distinguished visi-
tors present with Lady Linstead were
members of the Governing Board ;
lord . Sherfield, Sir Charles
Cunningham, Dr. D. H. Follet, Lord
Stamp : also present were The Mayor
of Kensington and Chelsea, the Lord
Mayor of Westminster, Sir Edmond
and Lady Playfair, Sir Solly and Lady
Zuckerman : and indeid a veritable
host of dignitaries. They were seatad
in the nave with the senior members
of thé Union.

The service was simple and lasted
only half an hour. The lesson wnas
read by President Tony Duke and this
progressed after prayers led by the
Rev. Cleverly Ford. to Lord Florey’s
address. The blessing wus given by
the Bishop of London and the 1.C.
choir then sang.






