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A sell-out but a failure’. That
was the verdict on this year’s Fresh-
ers’ Hop, held on the first Saturday
of the year.

The Hop had seemed a certain
winner, with three good groups : {.\-
pearing; one in the Concert Hall,
one in the Lower Lounge and one
in the Upper Refectory in the Union.
Also the new Crush Bar with its
great range of drinks was newly
opened and awaiting use (at a cost
of up to £1500). For this lavish pro-
duction the 1.C. Entertainments Com-
mittee received permission from
Union Council to raise the ticket price
from 4s.0d. to 6s.0d, (presumably to
cover the cost of hiring the third
group).

Men’s tickets sold well and the ad-
vance issue had all gone by Friday—
however, more were available during
the evening and Saturday, and these
too sold out. Entry to the Hop was
frustratingly slow for many’ ?)? the
girls present—the ladies’ cloakroom
quickly became full, and over one
hundred young ladies queued in the
Quad for half an hour.

However one of the groups hired
by Ents. Committee failed to tuin
up, and as a result there was no.one
to play in the Upper Refectory. Thus,
instead of over eight hundred people
cramming themselves into three halls
they crammed themselves into two,
am;' the notorious ‘sweaty cattleinark-
et’ atmosphere of previous Freshers’
Hops soon reappeared. Although later
in the evening a discotheque was
started in the Upper Refectory, where
the absent group (‘Mr. Hip’) was to
have apfeared, this failed to signific-
antly relieve the pressure.

Ents. Committee later issued the
following statement to FELIX :—

“I.C. Entertainments Committee
apologises that no group was playing
in the Upper Refectory and for the
resulting overcrowding of the other
two rooms. One of the booked groups
failed to.turn up and this was beyond
the Committee’s control”

A good reception was given to a
fine performance by the ‘Evening
Blues” in the lower lounge, but ‘Some
Other Gays’ were less successful in
the Concert Hall. The ‘Other Guys'
had travelled down from Newcastle

(expenses émid by L.C.?) to make one
of their first public appearances in
London—indeed one of their first
anywhere. They have no agent, and
so their invitation to appear at 1.C.
is strange. The mystery is resolved
when it is realised that the appointed
chairman of Ents. Committee for last

year was Jim Murray. Lead guitarist
of ‘SOG'—Jim Murray’s brother;
female vocalist of ~‘SOG’—Jim
Murray’s girl.

Even those who climbed into the
Hop through the lower windows must
have wondered whether it was worth
it and the hundreds of people who
gaid 65.0d. surely expectes something

etter for their money than Mr.
Murray’s ‘Opportunity Knocks’.

Hops are recognized methods of
raising money for I.C. societies and
organizations, and are therefore over-
crowded, especially in the Concert
Hall and by the Crush Bar. (This has,
however, never before brought forth
such comment, or an apology).

Undoubtedly it is profitable for
Ents., and sales from the bar which
ran virtually dry boosted finances.
The increase in takings by the 2s.0d.
increase in ticket prices raised £80,
but this cannot be explained by hir-
ing well-known groups—when quest-
ioned about the absent group, Kcith
Guy commented “It’s just another 15
gns. profit for us”.

As reported in the last issue of
FELIX, Ents. Committee (a commit-
tee responsible to I.C. Council) suf-
fered badly from failures, and the
Eositions of Chairman and Secreta:

ave still not been finally filled.
However, Peter Boulden has been
proposed as Chairman, and Keith
Guy (last year’s chairman of SCC)
has expressed a wish to be secretary,

Sennet

ignorant

“They told me nothing,” said pert
blonde Barbara Hedge, 1.C. ULU
agent. The University newspaper
SENNET, which failed to appear
around L.C. on Tuesday of last week
had been delivered to the Messeng-
ers’ Office in Beit Quad at 4.30 a.m.
that day, without any arrangements
having been made for its reception.
It remained untouched until noon on
Wednesday, when FELIX enquired of
Miss Hedge why SENNET was not
available.

Miss Hedge explained that she had
been told last year that she would be
informed of the SENNET publication
date, in advance, and her duties ex-
plained to her, so that she could
organise a team for its distribution.
However, until the approach from
FELIX, she had not been contacted,
and so this issue came out late, with
the advertising leaflets not inserted,
but laid beside the forlom piles.

This year SENNET is distributed
free. This was not made clear Ly
the piles, but only by small hand-
bills attached to noticeboards in the
vicinity. As a result, some money was
placed in the nearby FELIX sales
tins, by well-meaning, but misguided,
students.

agents

One of the many difficulties that
beset SENNET last year was that
many of their agents failed to return
the cash collected from sales (3d. per
cepy) to ULU. Ome issue was can-
celled due to lack of cash, and only
after threats of lagal action was some
of the money brought in. A courage-
ous decision was made to distribute
SENNET free this year in the hope
that extra advertising revenue would
make up the cash difference. This
means that the distributors are no
longer paid 1d. per copy but give
their services free—as do all FELIX
staff. It also means that no auditor
can check claims of circulation of
SENNET, which finished last year
selling three thousand copies through
the then forty one colleges of ULU
(less than double the sales of FELIX,
and also less than the sales of PI at
University College). SENNET claims
to print and distribute ten thousand
copies this year.

It must be pointed out that
Warwick Faville, last years ULU
agent at IC, was prompt and com-
pletely honest in dealings with SEN-
NET.

At Sir John Cass College the ULU
agent (who was also agent there last
year) received no notification that it
was to be free and thus put out a
SENNET collecting tin. At noon on
Thursday this tin contained 13/3. The
agent stated, ‘In fact I have had
nothing from SENNET at all’.

FELIX has sent 21/4 to SENNET,
from FELIX sales tins.






