Mech. Eng. to go |

metric

By R.J. Mitchell

THE APPLIED HEAT
SECTION of the Mechanic-
al Eagineering Dept. is to intro-
duce a metric system of units
into their courses next session.
(The Applied Heat Section
covers Thermodynamics, Fluid
Mechanics, Combustion and Heat
Transfer).

At u recent meeting the Staff
were unanimous in their decision to
incorporate the new units into their
lectures, but as yet he plan is to use
themn alongside the present system,
rather than substitute them for it,
and try to make students ‘bi-lingual’.

Professor Spalding, Head of the
Applied Heat Section, hopes to have
things such as Heat Tables avail-
able in the new system of units by
the start of the next session.

" The decision to use metric units
ig in line with general Government
policy on this issue. In May last
year Mr. Douglas Jay, President of
the Board of Trade. issued a volicy
statement in which he s»id that
Britain is to switch to a metric system
of -units. He said that the change
over would probably take about 20
years, but he hoped that industry. will
have ceanged -within ten years.

The Government took this step
after representatives from various in-
dustries had présented the case in
favour of the change to it. One major
advantage of a metric system is that
it will make export dealingy simpler.

A Government committee consisting
of representatives from the relevant
Government departments and In-
dustry, was set up to keep the
progress in the change-over under
constant review and the British
Standards Institution was charged
with the working out of metric
British standards.

A spokesman for the Ministry of
Technology said they are exhorting

the whole of British Industry to .

adopt the new metric system, and
adaed, “The change will be effected
as rapidly as can conventionally be
done, We are aware
the large number of small practic-’
cal diffyeultics. Unofficiallly, it 1s
expected that the Imperial system
of units will be made illegal within
the foreseable future, but it is
doubjful whether e old systemr
will die out for a considerable time.

'The particular metric system that
is to be introduced into the Applied
Heat courses, and in fact into the
country in general, is the ‘Internation-
al System’. (SI). This is a coherent
system with six basic units; metre,
kilogramme, second, ampere, de-
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GIANT FELIX
HUGE SUCCESS

FOUR RECORDS

TO SHOUT ABOUT
1. SALES: an all-time record of
2,000 copies of the last issue of
FELIX were circulated by the
Friday evening following publicat-

ion.
2, SIZE : never before had FELIX
groduced a 34-page issue; previous
est 26 pages on 24 February 1965
(also a Careers issue). ,
‘3. ADVERTISING: 793  inc
putting FELIX for once on a par
with Cambridge’s VARSITY.

4. . and now SIZE AGAIN: a

22-page - mon-Supplement  edition;
previous bests 18 pages 4 & 18
Novsember 1964 and 27 January
1965.

Chain F.R.C.P

Professor E.B. Chain, Professor of
Biochemistry at I.C., was admitted
us an honorary fellow of the Royal
College of Physicians at a quarterly
meeting of the College on. 27
January,

Mike is on his way to the Union Lounge.
in the foundry in RSM. by a team led by ‘Mac’—the foundry’s supervisor. -
Mike—IC’s new mascot, a micrometer,—was cast in brass in a pattern made
by Stan Cook, a carpenter in the Civil Engineering Building.

photo: Mike Smith
On Friday 29th. he was cast

BOARD OF DIRECTORS PREVAILS

Felix backs down

FELIX has no longer any
anonymous  columnists following
Felix Board moves after the last is-
use, Despite the blistering editorial
grinted in the last issue the editorial

oard succumbed to pressures from
the felix Board of Directors, a sub-
committee of Council.

Honoured

Sir Lewis, Casson, Fellow of 1.C. at
the College from 1892-94, and his
wife Dame Sybil Thorndike are to
recieve honorary  Doctorates  of
Literature from Oxford Universit.y.
They are the first husband and wife
to be hononred together by Oxford.

At the Felix Board meeting be-
fore the last issue went to press, a
motion was pass which  would
have limited the number of anonym-
ous columnists to one.

en the issue came out it had
the usual two columns by Ignotus
and Colcutt in defiance of the edict.

President  Fletcher, who wrote in
Felix last i/ear as the columnist
Colcutt, called a meeting of the
Board and it was believed that the
meeting would call for the resign-
tion - of the editor and his staff.

In the small hours of the moming
that the Board was due to meet. a
compromise was worked out under
which the two offending columns
would disappear and the Board
would igrore the way in which the
editor had disobeyed their com-
mands. This was agreed to at the
formal meeting.






