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A thing is Ka� aesque if it—? 

Is exasperating. Á la the joys and lows of being at 
Imperial, it makes sense to take Ka� aesque to mean 
the impending terror that arises from our myriad of 
deadlines; or the ungodly, yet unescapable troika of 
co� ee, sleep deprivation, and nine-a.m. lectures; or the 
District Line at evening rush hour (or even having to 
wait longer than 5 minutes for a train). ‘Ka� aesque’ 
becomes, for us, a word to describe the in-between te-
dium that seems to exist most of the time, placed be-
tween the two crescen-
dos of panic and study 
that come with each 
exam season. 

Search online, and 
expect the short and 
esoteric but unhelpful 
de� nition: “characteris-
tic or reminiscent of the 
oppressive or nightmar-
ish qualities of Franz Ka� a’s � ctional world.” 

But the most excellent candidate in the Department 
of Explaining Ka� a While Evading Franz Ka� a comes 
from an hour of Net� ix, where the word appears as the 
title of Season 3, Episode 9 of the show Breaking Bad, 
and then appears within its dialogue as a gag. Against 
its Albuquerque, New Mexico backdrop, it would turn 
out that drug-dealing is in fact a mundane ordeal of 
ledger sheets and corporate secrets, which the agitated 
Jesse Pinkman sees as “totally Ka� aesque —majorly!”.  

� e word stands on the precipice of being relegated 
as a mere synonym for things that are o� -putting, or 
peculiar, or sardonic, or frankly just strange — which, 
when put together, are all technically true of the word. 
From the Michael Hofmann-translated copy of Meta-
morphosis and Other Stories, a collection of the bodies 
of work of the Czech-born Franz Ka� a, � e Judgement, 
as � ction, reads upfront as o� -putting; Absent-Minded 
Window Gazing as peculiar; Resolutions as sardonic; 
and Eleven Sons as strange. Yet in any of these exam-
ples he is never just one, or all of these qualities at once. 
Ka� a’s essence touches on capricious, in the way he — 

in ten or in a thousand words — construes prose that 
is capable of poking at life’s fabric, delivering stories 
that are plainly poignant, or laugh-out-loud hilarious, 
both, or boldly neither. 

And in truth, the perfect portrait of him and all 
things Ka� aesque does not lie merely in the text, but 
in the questions that he conjures up, via his storytell-
ing, for the mind to dwell on. Consider Metamor-
phosis, his most renowned work, where Ka� a begins 
with a simple central question: 

If tomorrow morning you 
woke up as a cockroach — what 
then? 

� e notorious tale of a trav-
elling salesman-turned-vermin 
(depending on the from-Ger-
man translation) is as much 
about the situational come-
dy of Gregor Samsa having 

to manage six limbs as it is the manner in which his 
world � rst collapses, and subsequently rebuilds, albe-
it around him. Suddenly the absurd premise of the 
story goes from asking ‘How does one eat breakfast 
with mandibles?’ to ‘How does the world adapt to 
misfortune, and if it cannot, how quickly does it then 
move on?’. 

Similarly, the double billing of Unmasking of a Con-
� dence Trickster and 
� e Stoker both take 
on the utter naked-
ness that is moving 
to another country, 
asking us ‘How on 
earth do we as peo-
ple build trust?’ and 
‘What exactly is that 
trust is composed 
of ?’. � e paths of the 
protagonists in both 
these titles are marked and marred by mad-cap encoun-
ters with eccentric characters that all feel London-ad-
jacent, but Ka� a busies himself with foraging into the 

relatable strangeness, beauty, and unexpectedness in 
the experience of moving countries. 

However, Ka� a shines brightest as a sketch artist of 
life. 

Trees is just 45 words long. Yet, with a setting rem-
iniscent of Hyde Park, he is able to illustrate trees as 
metaphors for the sometimes sound, sometimes un-
sound nature of our minds, and questions when, if 
ever, we can know people are okay. 

� erefore, the temptation to see Ka� a’s work only 
for its melancholia is always present. In Resolutions, 
which holds equal punch and almost equal brevity as 
the aforementioned Trees, another nameless protago-

nist remarks on the nature of life within the context of 
the many challenges it presents. � ey seemingly o� er a 
philosophical correction to Newton’s First otion – “So 
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Book: Metamorphosis and Other Stories
Author: Franz Ka	 a (English translation by Michael Ho� man)

“KAFKAESQUE: OFF-
PUTTING, OR PECULIAR, 
OR SARDONIC, OR 
FRANKLY JUST STRANGE

“KAFKA SHINES 
BRIGHTEST 
AS A SKETCH 
ARTIST OF LIFE

Statue of Franz Ka� a in Prague, Czech Republic

Credit: Tamar (@tamarhellinga) on Unsplash



KEEP THE CAT FREE

To the woman who stood strong 
� rough the obstacles that seemed to throng 
� eir way to her, obstructing her path, 
She calmly faced their wrath 
And emerged victorious in the conquest, 
Keeping her only quest 
In mind, because she knew she would only rest 
When people would be treated as one, 
When people felt con� dent in their powers,  
When they tower 
Over their mistakes, their pain, 
As though their stories of success have only begun. 
Because she has fought it all, the prejudice, the ruckus, 
To prove to the entire universe, 
� at in the poem about her life,  
She is the most important verse, 
And is always much more than the FLOTUS.

Michelle Obama: an enigma. A woman who may 
have lived a simple, ordinary life; but breathed 

and lived dreams. A woman who questioned stereo-
types and strove to prove her society wrong by perse-
vering towards her goals without hesitation. A woman 
who knew she wanted her identity to comprise the in-
telligent and independent person she aimed to be. 

“Becoming” is a memoir that discusses her inspiring 
journey, how she � nds herself through each stage of her 
life and her belief that every phase of life involves con-
tinuous evolution and learning. � ree phases of her life 

have been delineated in the book; Becoming Me, Be-
coming Us, and Becoming More, where she details her 
life stretching from her childhood up to the end of the 
Presidential term. I was able to visualise her entire jour-
ney as though I had travelled through all the platforms 
of life alongside her, armed with a suitcase brimming 
with inspiration and insight. 

� e writing style that Michelle Obama has adopted 
is phenomenal. Obama describes herself in the book 
as not much of a writer, but I was astounded at this, 
because I could hardly believe my eyes. She can make 
you experience a whole concoction of emotions in a 
matter of seconds! 
I laughed at recol-
lections of children 
calling her a “kin-
da tall lady” and 
smiled through 
accounts of cute, 
hilarious moments 
between her and 
former President, 
Mr. Obama. I gen-
uinely found my-
self laying the book 
down and crying at 
the passing of her 
grandfather, father, 
and best friend, 

who all meant the entire world to her. My empathy got 
the better of me with her narrative of the pressures and 
� ipsides of being First Lady, and how privacy became 
almost unheard of. � e ambitious side of me trembled 
when she wrote about how she fought tooth and nail 
to shatter the glass ceiling and break every racial and 
gender stereotype she had ever heard. She went on to 
become the proud recipient of two Ivy League degrees 
and secure the job of her dreams in the very building 
that she looked at with starry eyes as a child. 

And yet, despite her multitude of achievements, she 
chooses to stay grounded and remember the lessons that 
her humble childhood life taught her. She constantly 
recalls her best friend’s vivacious spirit, her piano les-
sons with her aunt, and the importance of hard work 
that her simple parents had taught her and attempts to 
maintain a low-key lifestyle whenever possible. � e os-
tentatious lifestyle of the White House never deterred 
her from having long chats with the sta�  or ensuring 
that her children made their own beds every morning. 
� is simply teaches us that it is essential to look beyond 
just ourselves and BECOME MORE by giving back to 
the society that has been in� nitely benevolent to us. 

I would happily recommend this wonderful memoir 
to anybody, and I guarantee that you will not be able to 
put the book down as you skim through the beautiful 
words that Michelle Obama has penned in an e� ort to 
inspire us all. 

Becoming
Book Review 

Akshara Chandrashekar  Books Writer
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perhaps the 
best resource 
is to meet 
e v e r y t h i n g 
passively, to 
make your-
self an inert 
mass…” – de-
ciding for 
t h e m s e l v e s 
that an object 
at rest does 
not just stay at 
rest – “…and, 
if you feel that 
you are being 
carried away, 
not to let 

yourself be lured into taking a single unnecessary step.” 
– but should rather aspire to forever stay at rest. � is 
thread of limitation and futility runs through many 
of his stories, eventually creating a portrayal of Ka� a 
as only gravitating towards things we cannot know or 
cannot do. 

However, for all its hopelessness, speckled with hu-
mour, the more of Ka� a one experiences the more one 
realises that beyond the wild narratives, at the core of 
all his stories is indeed the heart, intelligence, and cu-
riosity with which his characters engage with the � c-
tional worlds they are put in. � ey win. � ey o� en lose. 
But when Franz Ka� a takes a part of the world and 
deconstructs it, he tasks the reader with navigating it 
alongside himself and the characters, � guring out how 
to make sense of it along the way. And so, if a thing is 
Ka� aesque, it would seem to desire to be fought.  

Metamorphosis does not just leave us with a gro-
tesque turning point, but instead paints the details 
of the struggles of Gregor Samsa’s life in the days and 
months a� erwards. In � e Stoker, the protagonist – 
Karl Rossman – loses his luggage upon arriving in 
America, but soon sees himself thrown willingly into 
the politics of the only place he knows in an otherwise 
entirely foreign land: the ship that brought him there. 
And � nally, in stories such as Trees and Resolutions, the 
de�  construction of all these thoughts and questions 
for us to ponder suggests that Ka� a aims to challenge 
us, as readers, to be willing to wrestle with them. Be-
cause, a� er all, it seems that Ka� a places himself right 
there in the � ght with us.

 A fan carrying Michelle Obama’s book ‘Becoming’

Credit: Alex Nemo Hanse (@thefoolies)  on Unsplash
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Why do scientists do science? Are they self-inter-
ested people seeking to print their names into 

history books, or are they sel� ess heroes hoping to bet-
ter the world without seeking rewards?

At Imperial, many of us will choose the career of ‘sci-
entist’. From what we learned as young children, scien-
tists from Galileo seeking 
to understand the rules of 
gravity to Darwin trying 
to explain the evolution 
of species are always por-
trayed as being at the fron-
tiers of humankind’s pro-
gress. But as we step into 
this � eld and follow in the 
footsteps of those scientif-
ic giants, we will gradually 
realise this seldom-men-
tioned fact: “science is a largely anonymous process”. As 
stated in the book, few scientists will be recognised for 
their work, and only a limited proportion of those few 
notable scientists will continue to be remembered over 
generations. We will also gradually realise the unfair 
fact that scientists generally don’t earn much money, 
which partly explains why so many potential physicists, 
chemists, and biologists eventually choose to be bank-
ers. So why should some of us still aim to be scientists, 
when the rewards seem few and far between?  

� e book starts with the comparison between “com-
mon sense” and scienti� c thinking, of which the latter 
is o� en considered “counter-intuitive and unexpected” 
for non-trained minds; an example being “the natural 
state for an object is to move at a constant speed—not, 
as most of us think, to be stationary”. � e opening 
chapter introduces one of the most interesting ques-
tions in the book: why don’t common people under-
stand science? 

It’s interesting to see the author argue that most 
“useful” tasks in our daily life do not need knowledge 
of science - riding a bike, for example, doesn’t require 
understanding of Newton’s Laws. 

� e following chapters introduced some even more 
interesting topics. In Technology is not Science and 
� ales’s Leap: West and East, the author explains why 

science emerged in Europe not in other civilisations. 
� e discussion in these two chapters reminds me of a 
book called Science, the Endless Frontier by Vannevar 
Bush; a collection of letters presented to US President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt that is believed to lay the foun-
dation for the prosperity of science in America a� er 
World War II. One of the main themes of the letters 

is the distinction between tech-
nology and science, and the call 
for stronger support of basic 
research. � e di� erence in em-
phasis on science and technol-
ogy from country to country 
underlies the disparities in sci-
enti� c development from his-
torical times up to present day. 
Technology, such as the devel-
opment of such products as cell 
phones, air-conditioners, and 

cars, o� en has a direct impact on people’s lives, while 
science seemingly has nothing to do with daily life: for 
example, the identi� cation of an important protein that 
connects endoplasmic reticulum to the plasma mem-
brane of Arabidopsis thaliana under biotic stress seems 
to have no connection with agriculture. � at’s why 
many societies value 
technology over sci-
ence, which o� en re-
quires a huge amount 
of investment while 
seldom catering to 
real practical needs. 
But, as this book 
points out, great leaps 
in technology o� en 
rely on the gradual 
accumulation of sci-
enti� c knowledge. 

Later chapters of the book focus on elements of sci-
ence such as creativity, competition, cooperation, and 
philosophy. It’s interesting to � nd out that even accom-
plished scientists, such as Nobel Laureate Dr Roger 
Wolcott Sperry, must contest so hard to get papers pub-
lished ahead of others in their � eld, and how scientists 
have to balance intense competition with the need for 
cooperation. � is book serves as a valuable reference 
point for a scientists’ life for people seeking a career in 

science.  

T h e 
narrative 
style of 
the book 
is highly 
c r i t i c a l . 
T h o u g h 
countless 
q u o t a -
tions from 
exception-
al scien-
tists and 
p h i l o s o -
phers were 
cited, few 
s u r v i v e d 
the � erce 
attacks of the author. It may seem that the author’s ide-
as are incompatible and at odds with each other, but 
through reading the ceaseless arguments, the reader 
will gradually understand the critical nature of science 
and subconsciously try to refute the author in the way 

the author criticises other people. I believe 
this to be one of the aims the author hoped 
readers to achieve through reading this 
book. 

Even for non-scientists, reading the 
book will help to correct their misunder-
standings of science and inspire them to 
think more scienti� cally. Readers will be 
surprised to discover how headlines may 
mislead the public, and how unsubstanti-
ated data can be arbitrarily interpreted in 

ways that in� uence our lives, especially in cases such as 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Science can be quite uncomfortable to live with – at 
least for some people. It o� ers no hope for an a� erlife, 
it tolerates no magic, and it doesn’t tell us how to live. 
But there is no good reason to believe…that scienti� c 
understanding creates a ‘dry and sterile world’ by ap-
parently removing all mystery…and science itself can be 
very beautiful.”   - Lewis Wolpert

Why Do Scientists Do Science? 
Book Article

Runtian Wu Books Writer

Book: � e Unnatural Nature of Science
Author: Lewis Wolpert

“WHY SHOULD SOME 
OF US STILL AIM TO BE 
SCIENTISTS, WHEN THE 
REWARDS SEEM FEW 
AND FAR BETWEEN? 

“SCIENTISTS HAVE TO 
BALANCE INTENSE 
COMPETITION 
WITH THE NEED FOR 
COOPERATION



For today’s column I am going to run with the Japa-
nese theme from last week but with a little twist. In-

stead of a full � edged restaurant like last week, I will be 
taking you to a café called Café Kitsuné. Café Kitsuné 
is a stylish spot in Belgravia that has quite the boutique 
feeling in the air, it’s around a 16-minute bus journey 
from Imperial College — so it’s perfect to attend if you 
have a few hours to spare in the a� ernoon by yourself or 
with some friends. � e café serves a fusion of French & 
Japanese confectionery, co� ee and cocktails and has its 
grass roots all the way back to Tokyo, Japan. 

Café Kitsuné is one of the four café/restaurants avail-
able in the Pantechnicon venue which combines both 
Nordic and Japanese cultures together. It’s located on 
the � rst and second � oor of the building. � e � rst � oor 
is mainly for ordering and paying, with a joint outdoor 
seating used by all establishments within the building. 
� e � rst � oor is also connected to Pantechnicon’s own 
store with the second � oor for seating. � e interior is 
also very chic and clean to suit the location it is in and 
lights are dimmed throughout the � oors, making it feel 
comfy and warm during a cold a� ernoon. Although, 
the dim lights do make it hard to take an aesthetically 
pleasing picture which could be an issue if you’re look-
ing to take nice pictures.

Café Kitsuné has a variety of popular dishes that 
they serve, although it is a café with a larger selection of 
drinks rather than food. � e Japanese style sandwiches 
(sandos) are amongst the most popular dishes served, 
notably the Chicken Katsu & Egg Sando. � ey also 
serve breakfast (a� er 8:30am) and evening (a� er 5pm) 
special dishes as well, with the sandos only being avail-

able a� er 12pm. 
For drinks they serve a range of beverages, ready for 

whatever mood you’re in. � is could be your typical 
non-alcoholic beverage that is either hot or cold, such 
as: co� ee, teas & infusions or cold pressed juices like or-
ange & sea buckthorn and their speciality cold drinks 
like iced matcha latte or iced yuzu & honey. Although a 
café, they also serve alcohol such as sake, wine, beer and 
cocktails to name a few. 

We began our Café Kitsuné tasting session by or-
dering the Egg and Chicken Katsu Sando which was 
served in a cute brown Café Kitsuné logo box. � e 
sandwiches were served with the crusts cut out, and the 
slices were thick, holding the contents of the sando’s 
nicely together. 

Just from the � rst glance of the egg sando, the sand-
wich looked so�  and � u� y, with each slice coming with 
half a so�  boiled egg inside as well. � e eggs are served 
cold and � avourwise, the sando is quite standard and 
plain. � e mayonnaise and egg were quite obviously 
the only components in the sandwich, but this wasn’t 
necessarily a bad thing; I enjoyed each bite due to the 
fullness. All in all, for the price (£7.00), even despite 
the lack of � avour, I wouldn’t say I was disappointed. 

You’re not only paying for the taste but the presenta-
tion of the sando itself. � e next sando we got was the 
Chicken Katsu Sando and being an avid katsu curry 
fan, I was really looking forward to what the Chicken 
Katsu Sando is about. When I set my eyes on the sando, 
I saw what my life could have been a� er a single bite, I 
had very high hopes for it - could have opened my third 
eye. With all this excitement built up I went for my � rst 
bite. I then understood what the sandwich was about 
in its entirety. I found it very standard and potentially 
even a bit disappointing given the price tag that came 
along with it (£9.00). � e sandwich bread was nice and 
spongy holding everything together and the chicken 
katsu was very thick and coated with a sweet sauce and 
iceberg lettuce on top. However, I expected the sand-
wich to be hot and freshly made, but it was apparent 
that that wasn’t the case. Since the sandwich wasn’t 
freshly prepared ,I found the breast dry and the com-
bination of the bread with it did not help the situation 
- which could have been avoided if it was freshly made 
when ordered. Furthermore, there was not enough 
sauce provided for the amount of chicken and bread 
that came along with it. All in all, I found the sandwich 
standard and quite dry and I did not think the £9 price 
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Fusion  
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Egg Sando

Hazelnut, Bannana & Yuzu Paris-Brest on the le�  and the seasonal dessert Mont Blanc on the right 
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tag which accompanied it was appropriate.
� e Tuna Tataki Niçoise Salad was probably the 

most expensive salad I’ve bought, listed for £14. Just 
from the price tag, I was interested to see what was so 
special about it. It was served in a medium-sized box, 
with a handful of greens, tomatoes, edamame and a 
few green olives as a base, alongside slices of tuna. It 
was the � rst time I’ve ever seen tuna which looked like 
that. I even questioned if it was meat instead due to the 
raw appearance of the tuna. Surprisingly however, the 
tuna was incredibly tender and very enjoyable to eat. 
� e combination of the tuna tataki with the soy sauce 
went well. It was clear that they had tried to make up 
for the meagre tuna portion provided with a big base of 
greens, and I was quite disappointed with this. Regard-
less I would recommend it, just bear in mind you’ll be 
paying for a big chunk of edamame with only a bit of 
tuna on the side. 

For our dessert, we ordered the Hazelnut, Banana 
& Yuzu Paris-Brest and the seasonal Mont Blanc (I’m 
not sure this is still being served at Café Kitsuné by the 
time this column is published). We’ll � rst start o�  with 
the Hazelnut, Banana and Yuzu Paris Brest, which is 
a type of French pâtisserie. I can tell you right o�  the 
bat, that it was my favourite dessert out of the two. � e 
banana crème mousseline was sweet, but not too sweet 

and the taste of banana wasn’t overpowering either. � e 
creme was carefully placed in between choux pastry 
topped o�  with golden hazelnuts and � nally with icing 
sugar. � e pastry wasn’t tough and crumbled nicely in 
my mouth, and the combination of the banana crème 
mousseline paired with the choux pastry went very well 

together. � is would de� nitely go well with some tea 
that Café Kitsuné serves. 

Our � nal dessert was Mont Blanc, which is named 
a� er the famous French mountain, due to the moun-
tain-like shape of the dessert. � e Mont Blanc is made 
from a chestnut outer layer with a crème and citrusy 
lemon core, nicely packed inside. � e bottom layer was 
made out of biscuit, adding a nice change of texture. 
For the festive season, droplets of ‘snow’ made from 
meringue were placed over the Mont Blanc dessert. 
However in all honesty, the taste was underwhelm-
ing in comparison to the combination of � avours the 
Paris-Brest had. � is is not to say that the dessert was 
bad, but as I didn’t know the dessert prior to ordering, 
I had a di� erent idea of what it would taste like. Overall 
the taste was quite bland despite the citrusy core. � e 
chestnut outer layer was decent on it’s own, so I de� -

nitely think it carried the dessert. 
To summarise, I found the store to be very charm-

ing and pretty both inside and outside. However, the 
inside was quite small so coming in a group of 3-4, we 
were at the very limit of what a table can hold, with 
the most ideal number being 1-2. Besides the size of 
the store, the food there is interesting and is worth try-
ing out - especially the Egg Sando and the Paris–Brest. 
If you feel like you want to order the other dishes we 
ate, please do, just know they weren’t my favourite and 
I personally wouldn’t order it again if I were to go. I 
hadn’t mentioned this unti; now but the service was 
poor and de� nitely needs to be improved. We waited 
too long for our order to not only be served but also 
taken. I would recommend just paying at the counter 
on the � rst � oor rather than waiting for someone to 
collect your order, as you may be waiting a while. Don’t 
forget to check out the Pantechnicon store when you 
visit as they have very pretty and interesting items be-
ing sold which I won’t spoil for you!

Photo credits: Bencan Yalcin

Tuna Tataki Niçoise Salad

Inside the Hazelnut, Banana & Yuzu Brest 
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WRITE FOR FOOD!
If the article above has got you interested in writing about 
delicious resturants or you simply want to share your own 

food recipies, please email us at:

food.felix@imperial.ac.uk

A look inside the Mont Blanc 



We are pleased to announce � e 
City Varsity V Event is happen-

ing on 5th of March 2022 at Rosslyn 
Park. Imperial College Union Men’s 
and Women’s rugby clubs face London 
School of Economics’ Men’s and Wom-
en’s rugby clubs in THE BIGGEST 
RUGBY CLASH OF THE YEAR. 
� e City Varsity is an exhibition rugby 
match between Imperi-
al College London and 
London School of Eco-
nomics, held annually 
at the world-class fa-
cilities of Rosslyn Park 
RFC. It is a completely 
student-led initiative, 
and aims to remain an 
event created by stu-
dents, for students. It 
has proven to be a great 
success in previous 
years with hundreds of 
spectators attending 
to witness both men’s 
and women’s game and the trophies - JP 
Morgan Shield and the Rees Rawlings 
Cup – being awarded. Started in 2017 
to support Matt Hampson foundation, 
the event proved most popular among 
the students of both Imperial and LSE, 
attracting almost 1000 spectators every 
year. Despite the absence of TCV in 
2021 due to the pandemic, we are reacti-
vating it in 2022. 

Previous Scores (Women’s Game):
• TCV I (2017): LSE 20-5 ICL
• TCV II (2018): LSE 24-12 ICL
• TCV III (2019): LSE 12-5 ICL
• TCV IV(2020): ICL 31-17 LSE

Previous Scores (Men’s Game):
• TCV I (2017): LSE 17-10 ICL
• TCV II (2018): LSE 17-2 ICL
• TCV III (2019):LSE 37-22 ICL
• TCV IV (2020):ICL 24-12 LSE
With Imperial defending the title that 

took the two clubs three matches to � -
nally earn, everything is on the line at 
this year’s event. You do not want to miss 
the on-pitch rugby � air of the top Lon-
don rugby teams in BUCS and the o� -
pitch atmosphere of 1000 fans cheering 

on their university 
teams. For the mens 
squad the impor-
tance of this event is 
clear. For ICURFC 
1XV, with 35 points 
a� er 8 games this 
season represent-
ing ‘Imperial Men’s 
2s’, this squad of 
‘skilled seniors’ and 
‘freshers with � are’ 
have brought intel-
ligent back moves 
and hard-hitting 
forward discipline 

to their game. A glimpse into their un-
defeated season so far: 90-5 against 
King’s College London, 88-5 against 
Kent, and 36-0 against Canterbury CC. 
Imperial Men’s are arriving to this varsi-
ty match with their heads help up high 
a� er a great season but also with their 
heads still screwed on; LSE will be their 
toughest opposition yet. Playing in the 
South Eastern Tier 3 league, LSE Men’s 
1 sit second on the table with 21 points, 
winning 4 out of the 6 games played. 
Wins have seen scores of 50-0 against 
Surrey, 27-10 against Brighton, as well 
as LSE beating Imperial Medics 1XV 

17-7 in the South Eastern Conference. 
In response, Imperial Men’s are many 
weeks into a rigorous routine to devel-
op individual player and team skills in 
attack, defence, evasion and footwork, 
handling and passing, as well as tack-
ling. ICURFC have support from top 
tier coaches, but at Rosslyn Park, on 
the 5th of March, to play for the ‘Rees 
Rawlings Trophy’, WE NEED YOUR 
SUPPORT. � e Imperial crowd’s cheers 
and chants must be heard through West 
London on this night of battle. We need 
fans, family, and friends to motivate us 
to work as hard as we can on the pitch 
as we want to retain the trophy for you, 
for our university, and for the trophy’s 
main purpose: to drink VKs out of it 
on Metric dance� oor at � e City Varsi-
ty a� erparty. For the womens squad the 
importance of this event is clear. Varsity 
is the most exciting match of the year for 
Imperial Women’s Rugby! I think what 
makes it so special is being able to invite 
friends and family to come and support 
us, which really brings a special energy 
to the game. I think it’s also a really great 
game for our new players to realise how 
much they’ve grown during their � rst 
season of rugby and it’s amazing to be 
able to see the con� dence they’ve gained 
in such a short time. It’s the game where 
everyone brings their all to the match, 
leaving it all on the pitch. A� er our � rst 
City Varsity win 2 years ago, I’m so ex-
cited to see how we play this year. We’ve 
grown so close as a team this season, 
and I can’t wait to see some great whole 

team tries to end such a successful season 
for us! We have been undefeated so far 
this season, currently sitting at the top 
of South Eastern Tier 3 league: 105-0 
against Queen Mary and 48-15 against 
Reading as well as scoring 48-10 against 
Kingston in the Women’s South Eastern 
Conference Cup. We now have some 
weeks of intense training to be prepared 
to take on LSE at Varsity. We’d love to 
see lots of people come to see our match, 
to help us with our club ambition of rais-
ing the pro� le of Women’s Rugby! Buy 
your tickets now on FIXR!!

Schedule of Events, 05/03/2022, 
Rosslyn Park:

5pm: Gates Open
5pm-6:30pm: Women’s Match
6:45pm-8:15pm: Men’s Match
8:20pm: Award Ceremony
9pm-Late: A� erparty

KEEP THE CAT FREE
24 Sport.felix@imperial.ac.uk     Felixonline.co.uk

SPORT

Georgina Hagger Womens rugby
Billy Draper-Barr  Mens rugby

� e City Varsity: ICL vs LSE

� e women celebrate their 2020 victory over LSE

� e boys getting down and ditry together

““VARSITY IS 
THE MOST 
EXCITING 
MATCH OF 
THE YEAR 
FOR IMPERIAL 
WOMEN’S 
RUGBY!”


