Your Union

Guitar Hero Night
Monday 8 NOVEMBER 2021 | 19:00 - 22:30 | UNION BAR

Come along to our Guitar hero night on the 9th November,
ZKHUH ZH OO KDYH WKH IXOO EDQG VHW XS LQ
vocals for everyone to have a go at for free!

imperialcollegeunion.org/whats-on/event/10387

First Love Society: Campus Games Night - Team
Battles

Friday 12 NOVEMBER 2021 | 18:30 - 21:00 | Room Activity Room F,
Bush House, King's College London

This will be a great opportunity to interact and socialise with
fellow students from Imperial, KCL, UCL and LSE! Enjoy a free
event full of games, laughter and more!

imperialcollegeunion.org/whats-on/event/10378

Open Mic Night
Tuesday 16 NOVEMBER 2021 | 19:00 - 22:30 | UNION BAR

‘H UH VR KDSS\ WKDW OLYH PXVLF LV EDFN RQI
better to enjoy some beautiful acoustic tracks washing over you

than in the cosy Union Bar. Open mic night is always the perfect

opportunity for you to sit and relax, with some very talented

musicians sure to be performing.

Arts Night
Friday 19 NOVEMBER 2021 | 19:00 - 22:30 | Metric

Arts Night at Metric is always a great place to come and learn more
DERXW ZKDW RXU DUWV VRFLHWLHYVY DUH JHWW
RI FXOWXUH WR VWDUW Re WKH ZHHNHQG ULJK

imperialcollegeunion.org/whats-on/event/10388

More info & events: imperialcollegeunion. org/whatson
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Documentary

Can I Live?

TS0 g Daniel Bailey
Fehmtz Balogun

Eva Borras Film Editor

Can I Live? is a 60-minute engaging performance
tackling the pressing issue of climate change
from points of view that are usually not considered.
Combining hip-hop songs with a constant dialogue
with the audience, Fehinti Balogun creates an
outstanding show, telling his story of climate change
activism to empower the viewer to take action.

The film begins with Balogun directly looking into
the camera, making the viewer feel as if they’re in a
facetime call with a lifelong friend. If ’'m being honest,
what impressed me the most was how inviting the
experience was. Balogun tells personal family stories in
order to engage with the audience. At the same time,
he gives evidence to support his arguments about why
climate change is something we should all care about -
and the reasons why it seems to be only white people
that are involved.

Similarly, it is important to highlight what seems
to me to be the most important line of ‘Can I
Live?’: “climate crisis is a class crisis”. Often in our
society we are told how we can contribute to helping
the environment by either buying eco-products in
grocery stores, or recycling. However, it is usually big
corporations which should be taking responsibility

Film.felix@imperial.ac.uk  Felixonline.co.uk
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for their poliution to the planet, as those with a lower
financial status cannot afford to choose how to spend
their money but rather have to focus on surviving until
the next paycheck.

In addition, Balogun has integrated a few song
performances with catchy lines that play repeatedly
throughout the feature to make ‘Can I Live?
memorable for whoever is watching. Personally I
believe this documentary has the power to influence
anyone watching, regardless of age and background, as
it is very visually clear to understand the problem.

Even though most of the 60 minutes is Balogun
conversing with the viewer, the end features dedicated
activists in organisations such as Seize the Vote, Border
Abolition, Stand Up to Racism, and Women of Colour
in the Global Women’s Strike, which support current
movements. Overall, ‘Can I Live?’ is a must watch
experience to become aware of how social inequalities
are affecting climate change.

Special thanks to the Barbican Centre, London
for the opportunity to watch this wonderful piece
conceived, written and performed by Fehinti Balogun.

You can watch on the online tour until the end of
November 2021.

b A7
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Edited by: EvaA BORRAS

FFF: French F 1lm Festival

From the 3¢ November to 15t December

The festival will bring over 230 screenings of French
and Francophone films, and in London, CINE
LUMIERE will feature 17 films.

The festival opens on November 3¢ with the UK
premiere of ‘France;, starring Léa Seydoux. Imperial
students can easily attend the festival to discover
some great films (most of them being UK premieres
and some followed by Q&A with the directors
coming from France).

The festival also has a special offer for students

under the age of 26, allowing them to attend any
screening for just 5 pounds. Make sure to check out
the full programme on their website for this amazing
opportunity!

N 2@

FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL UK
NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2021

Film Review

Bramdead

Aurélia Bordes Film Writer

Welcome to the world of Peter Jackson before
the Lord of the Rings; if you know nothing
about it you're in for a ride!

« Braindead » is the third film of Peter Jackson
and part of a subgenre of horror called splatstick,
which defines a horror comedy movie that focuses
on extreme gore for laughs. The word itself,
splatstick, is a combination of splatter for blood and
slapstick, a style of humour that involves physical
violence deliberately exaggerated (like in Tom and
Jerry). With Sam Raimi’s Evil Dead II and III,
Braindead constitutes the figurehead of this niche.

Now what is it about? A young man lives a miserable
life with his suffocating mother until he falls in love. At
the same time, the mother is bitten by a ‘sumatran rat

monkey’ (no it does not exist, don’t google it) and starts
to rot and eventually dies. Upon discovering that his
mother is not dead, the hero decides to keep her in the
basementuntil he can figure out what todo. Corpsesand
undead willkeep pilingup in the most unexpected ways.

This movie is one of the bloodiest ever made and I
mean that literally. It is said that 300 litres of fake blood
were used just for the final scene. It is quite hard to find
accurate figures with reliable sources about the total
amount of fake blood used but everyone seems to agree
that it makes « Braindead » a serious competitor for
the bloodiest movie ever. Nonetheless, paradoxically, it
is not the most violent movie, it is far from it actually.

The film may start slow - you will probably ask
yourself what you are watching for a while - but it is
absolutely worth it. The humour is absurd, random,

L o

ol

creative, gory, cartoonish and completely gratuitous.
You just need to have the stomach for it as it can
get quite disgusting. My personal recommendation
would be to watch it with friends for a good laugh.

A fun fact about the actors is that they are all
completely random people. For example, the main
lead, Timothy Balme, had never seen a horror movie
before. They certainly do not meet the standard of
‘good actors’ but they contribute to the charm of «
Braindead » which looks like a movie one of our friends
could make if they were given enough money and time.

Next time someone talks about being a Peter
Jackson fan after having only seen the Lord
of the Rings, remind them that he made one
of the goriest movies ever : « Braindead » !




AMARTYA

GHOSH’s 2016

EP ‘BROKEN

CoMprAsS’

FEATURES A

SOOTHING

GUITAR AND

SOFT VOCALS,

THAT IS CHARACTERISTIC OF HIS FLAVOUR
OF INDIE FOLK. SUPPLEMENTING A CUP OF
COFFEE ON A BRIGHT SUNDAY MORNING
WITH THIS EP DOES IT THE MOST JUSTICE.
NOTEABLE SONGS TO GIVE A LISTEN ARE
‘LETTER TO ANNABELLE’ AND ‘ANNA
PAVLOVA.

Single of the Week
The Hardest Cut by Spoon

“It’s the sound of

classic rock as written
by a guy who never

did Eric Clapton,” says
Britt Daniels, lead
singer of Spoon. Check
out their newest single, that’s supported by a
funky bass line (most effective with a good set of

headphones) and an unsurprisingly catchy chorus.

TopAY IN Music HISTORY
IT’s 1977 AND OZZY OSBOURNE QUITS
BLACK SABBATH, ONLY TO REJOIN IN A
FEW WEEKS AND, LATER, CHANGE HIS
MIND AGAIN TO PURSUE A SOLO CAREER.

LiAM GALLAGHER ATTACKS A
PHOTOGRAPHER AND GETS ARRESTED IN
1998. CLASSIC GALLAGHER-BEHAVIOUR.

THE BEACH BOYS, WHO HAVE BEEN
STARVED OF A #1 SINCE ‘GOOD
VIBRATIONS’ IN 1966, TOP CHARTS IN 1988
WITH ‘KOKOMO’ WHICH FEATURED IN
THE MOVIE ‘COCKTAIL.

Music.felix@imperial.ac.uk  Felixonline.co.uk
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Edited by: ROSIE MILLNS & TARA PAL CHAUDHURI

News

Rumour Has It Adele’s Finally Back

With 30’

Written by Benjamin Simmonds Music Writer

After a 6-year music hiatus, Adele is finally back
with her highly anticipated single ‘Easy on Me’. The
Tottenham-born singer & songwriter, known best for
her emotionally powerful ballads, such as ‘Someone
Like You’ and the iconic ‘Hello} have sprung back into
the public eye. Her recent body transformation since
the release of her last record, 25, has been a hot topic
of discussion among many, with an Instagram post
showing off her new and incredible figure receiving
over a staggering 12 million likes.

25’, released in November 2015, has sold over 22
million copies worldwide, topping the album charts in
over 30 countries, and shipping over 2.3 million copies
within the first few days of sales in the United States. In
the United Kingdom,
the 11-track album
became the best-
selling album of the
year, 2 years in a row
in both 2015 & 2016.
Her unprecedented
success and
dominanceof physical
album sales is what
some artists today
struggle to achieve,
with some supposedly |
delaying their album = |
release to avoid chart | 4
competition. Adele is S8
arguably one of the

biggest pillars for pure
sales within the music |
industry. Her albums

21’ and 25, both
certified Diamond by
RIAA (The Recording
Association of America), are considered two of the
best-selling albums of the 21st century (credit: RIAA).
Her superiority when it comes to pure album sales,
is peculiar given the ‘streaming age’ we're currently
in, but demonstrates her immense talent, as well as
her ability to captivate a wide audience with songs of
heartbreak, emotion, and devotion.

As Adele graces the covers of both British & American
Vogue, she explains her divorce from long term partner,
Simon Konecki, as being one that was mutual: ‘T was
just going through the motions, and I wasnt happy.
Neither of us did anything wrong’ (Vogue Magazine,
November 2021). Further expanding on her emotional
rollercoaster surrounding her divorce, she explains the

Adele’s newest album, 30’ releases on November 19.

View online here!

motivation behind her remarkable weight loss, it was
more about ‘getting stronger physically & mentally’
During her 73 questions with Vogue, which became
85, she says 30’ is ‘definitely my most personal one
yet, when asked what’s different about her upcoming
album, in comparison to its predecessors. In an iconic
Instagram live, responding to a fan asking what the
album will be about, she sums it up in 3 simple words...
‘Divorce babe... Divorce!

“Cause all the other albums are like, you did this! You
did that! Fuck you! Why can’t you arrive for me? Then
I was like: Oh, shit, ’'m the running theme, actually.
Maybe it’s me!”

The meaning behind her new chart-topper ‘Easy on
Me’ represents the struggle of explaining divorce to
her 9-year-old son,
whilst asking him
to ‘go easy on me’
and forgive her for
the decision she
made to walk away
from her marriage.
The touching
lyrics “I was still
a child, didn’t get
the chance to feel
the world around
me” may refer to
her entry into fame
at such a young
age, following the

release of her debut

album ‘19 back
in 2008. Will the
album  scrutinise

fame and being
in the spotlight,
something that
Adele famously has never been a big fan of? With
this album her most personal record to date, and what
she’s described to Vogue magazine as her “strongest
album”, what other themes will we see and is this the
beginning of a new direction for Adele, musically and
personally?

Adele is set to release her 4t studio album,
‘30’ on November 19t under Melted Stone

& Columbia Records - a division of Sony
Music Entertainment.
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Some members sitting in front of laptops for a quantitative finance panel, 2019

SEC Lecture 4

Saturday 6" November 2021 10:00 — 12:00 CLORE LECTURE THEATRE

We’re nearly done — and now we’re open to all!
It’s been a long ride to the end but now we've
reached the finale of our Securities Education
Certificate. We've certainly found it very
enjoyable to see people learning about Investment
and Finance in ways that we haven’t seen before,
from talking about equity and leverage to what’s
coming up this weekend with Hedge Funds,
Private Equity and Derivatives.

The big announcement is that Lecture 4 is free

for anyone to attend —you don’t need to have
signed up to the enrolment form in order to
attend!

If you are interesting in coming along, please do!
We're not bothered by what level of knowledge

you have — even if you're completely new to the

world of Investment and Finance, we’ll do our best

to help you understand it!
Please note the lecture theatre has now changed —
Lecture 4 will be delivered in Clore, in Huxley.

Wz |nvestment Society

Imperial College London

Imperial College London Finance Society

Etoro Introductory Event
15 Nowv 2021

17:30 onwards
LOCATIONTBC

We've got another event lined up with
Etoro, who are one of the world’s leading
trading platforms on the market. They’ll
be teaching you the various techniques
and ways to trade on their platform whilst
guiding you through how trading works at
a fundamental level, alongside a chance for
you to gain a larger insight to how Etoro
executes its expert functions.

Contact George Spencer
(gws19@ic.ac.uk, see right) for more

information)

Annual Women in Finance Event
23 Nowv 2021

19:00 onwards

HUXLEY 308

Cryptocurrency Masterclass
24 Oct 2021

Time TBC
LOCATIONTBC

We will be hosting a fantastic panel of
women who work in the Investment and
Finance industry to discuss the roles they
work in, the challenges they face working in
the industry and some advice on helping you
lget the role you want! We are thrilled to be

osting it with Imperial College Women in
Business this year.

Contact Ethan (Qizhe) Cui
(qc420@ic.ac.uk, see right) for more

information)

This masterclass is the first from any UK
university society that is dedicated to
teaching you about cryptocurrency from
the ground up, in a sensible and easy to
understand way.

We're finalising the content at the moment
but workshops will begin soon after

the completion of the SEC on the 24th
November!

Contact Sean Yu
(shu.yul9@imperial.ac.uk) for more

information)

If you are a society and would like to advertise your event on the Investment Society’s Events Listings page, contact our email at icu.investmentsociety@imperial.ac.uk

This section was edited by Ahmad Danesh
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COMMENT
Is Modern-Da

Sexism Flawed:

» On the logical gymnastics sexists do to justify opposition to feminism.

Iris Clercq-Roques

Response Writer
Your introduction set the tone for
the rest of your comment: your
(“If you somehow end
first indication that you YOUR

assumption that most people would
up reading this article
did not aim at creating

not finish your article
to the end”) was my ‘ ‘
a compelling argu-

EXPECTATION

°

the “past and history of feminism”. Your
goal was not to criticise modern-day
feminism, an already diverse set of
movements, in comparison to older
feminist movements. On the contrary,
your goal was to criticise “modern-day
feminism” in a vacuum, to make it clear
that “modern-day”
had no meaning, and
that, when you finally
rejected “modern-day
feminism”, you were
asking us to consider
sexism as its preferable

ment, as you clearly did T H AT FEMINI S M “Uip-side”.

not expect to have an
audience to convince.

well supported or even

reach a conclusion,and  MEN IN NON-
GENDERED

fresh new topic; Simone ISSUES IS
PROOF OF
HOW DEEPLY
INTERNALISED
YOUR SEXISM IS

none of what you “have
brought to the table” is a

De Beauvoir even de-
scribes your first point
as old in her book The
Second Sex 1(1959).1
therefore chose to focus
my comment on your
blatant sexism and how
it is deeply flawed.

I would have liked to refute your ar-
guments, had you provided arguments
to refute. You merely built yourself
a strawman, called it a “modern-day
feminist”, and destroyed the stupid
arguments you created for it. You stand
before your pathetic straw creation
and exclaim “Look at that feminist!
See how their arguments are ridiculous
and self-contradictory! I am much
smarter than them, which is why I am
not a modern-day feminist.” You have
no knowledge of feminist movements
and what their flaws are. You made
this obvious by failing to mention any
feminist movement you would align
yourself with and refusing to discuss

‘ SHOULD
None of your points are PRIORITISE

For that is what the
“lip-side” of feminism
is: the opposition to
gender equality is the
support of gender ine-
quality. I have met my
share of closeted mi-
sogynists, who would
never say aloud that
they support gender
inequality and would
rather try to discredit
feminism as an excuse
for their lack of sup-
port to the cause. Like
you, however, they never got very far in
their main argument, which always was
some variant of “feminists should help
men, and they do not”. Whinging about
feminists not focusing on men is doubly
stupid. Firstly, it is a lie, as feminist
movements are very vocal about men’s
mental health and protecting male vic-
tims of domestic abuse, sexual violence,
and rape. More importantly, it com-
pletely misses the point of feminism.
Women and non-binary people face
legal and social discrimination because
of their gender in addition to racism,
ableism, social inequity, religious in-
tolerance, or queerphobia (although it
should be pointed out that gender dis-

crimination against non-binary people

Comment.felix@imperial.ac.uk  Felixonline.co.uk

>> HAVE AN ARTICLE IN MIND?
EMAIL YOUR IDEA OR PIECE TO:
COMMENT.FELIX@IMPERIAL.AC.UK

Edited by: KHAMA GUNDE

Here, Iris Clercq-Roques provides a counter-argu-
ment to last week’s article by Srigan Moharir titled:
‘Is Modern-Day Feminism Flawed ?’

Pick up next week’s issue to read another counter-re-
sponse to Moharir’s article.

If you would like to join the discourse, email us at
comment.felix@imperial.ac.uk

is different from gender discrimination
against women, I believe that the fight
for gender equality should include the
fight for trans-rights and the wider rec-
ognition of non-binary genders; when I
later refer to non-men, I refer to women
and non-binary people, as they are part
of underprivileged genders). Non-men
also die in wars, go to prison, live in
poverty, and die of suicide, but their
sufferings are made worse by gender
discrimination. The point of feminism
is not to abandon those fights which
tackle issues faced by every gender,
rather it is to not prioritise men over
non-men in these fights. When you call
these non-gendered issues “men’s issues’,
it becomes very clear which gender you
think matters more.

Finally, I will use your own argument
of authority to show how Aristotle
would have supported feminist fights,
had Aristotle not been a huge misogy-
nist. You misquoted Aristotle, and his
original quote, “[...] it is thought that
justice is equality, and so it is, though
not for everybody but only for those
who are equal; and it is thought that
inequality is just, for so indeed it s,
though not for everybody, but only
for those who are unequal.” (Politics,
I11. V. 8.), addresses equality in the
context of what is just. For example, a
very basic feminist application of that
quote would be to make access to pads,
tampons, and other hygienic products

free, and maybe promote paid leave

for painful menstruation. This would
be treating people unequally, as not
everyone menstruates, but it would be
unjust to not give special solutions to
people who menstruate on grounds that
this would be unfair to those who do
not. This is one example of a modern
feminist front. Obviously, not all fem-
inist fights are worthwhile, and not all
of them are just. Some are harmful and
stem from hate, and we should all use
our critical thinking to recognise and
reject those. However, I do not think
the bad feminist movements should
ever convince anyone that opposition to
gender equality is a good thing. I think
that, while all feminist fights are not
good, all sexist fights are bad.

To sum it up, your article was a poor-
ly disguised attack at what you wish
modern-day feminism was. You failed
to observe how diverse feminist ideol-
ogy is and always has been and made
it obvious to all readers that you only
wished to endorse sexism. Your expec-
tation that feminism should prioritise
men in non-gendered issues is proof of
how deeply internalised your sexism is.
Additionally, your claims about false
rape accusations are extremely disre-
spectful to survivors; that paragraph is
vile and perpetuates a myth that forces
victims to stay silent and allows rapists
to get away with their crimes. Your com-
plete lack of empathy is ugly.

Photo credits: Olia Danilevich on Pexels

an anti-sexism
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COMMENT

Elon Musk, a Man Destinated to
Change the Fate of Mankind

» Loved and hated by many people worldwide, Elon Musk is a trendy topic nowadays. And this is not a surprise as he is not only one
of the richest men in bistory, but his eccentric personality and controversial declarations are also a magnet for sensationalist news
and for heated discussions on Twitter.

Wang Guo

Writer

“If something’s important enough,
you should try. Even if - the probable
outcome is failure.”
-Elon Musk

With this quote, we start this arti-
cle about one of the most inspir-
ing and unique characters in human his-
tory: Elon Musk, who was born in June
1971 in Pretoria, South Africa. Asa
child, Elon Musk was independent and
learnt on his own, stating that he was
educated first by the books and then by
his parents. Indeed, he taught himself
programming and created a videogame
called Blastar, which he sold for $500
by the age of 12. At the age of 17, he
moved to Canada to study at Queen’s
University so as to avoid the obligatory
military service in South Africa. Two
years later, he was transferred to the
University of Pennsylvania and ended
up graduating with a double bachelor’s
degree in physics and economics, a
clear prelude of his future job. Then he
pursued a PhD in materials science and
applied physics at Stanford University.
However, he dropped out two days later
in order to fund a company called Zip2
and the rest is history.

Nowadays, Elon Musk is one of the
wealthiest men in the world with a net
worth of around $151 billion, owning
several companies with very ambitious
goals in mind. SpaceX aims to commer-
cialize space travel and make humankind
a multi-planetary civilisation; SolarCity
produces sustainable energy, while Tesla
can store that energy in its electric batte-
ries; The Boring Company is designing
a complex network of tunnels to avoid
traffic jams and ease public transport in
cities. Although none of his objectives
have been accomplished yet, Elon Musk
and his staff are taking little steps to-
wards them. And this is something that

I want to outline, alt-
hough it is a reality
that Elon Musk will
be remembered by
future  generations,
he would not be able
to achieve his success
without an extraordi-
narily talented team
behind him. Could
Napoleon Bonapar-
te have won his wars
alone? The answer is
certainly no; excep-
tional leaders are key to trigger meaning-
ful changes, but leaders’ plans would not
be executed if there were no other peo-
ple working for them. The day a rocket
lands on Mars, we should remember that
it is not Elon Musk who arrived at Mars,
but mankind. There is an excessive ado-
ration towards the figure of a person be-
cause humans need heroes to adore, but
reality is much more complex than just
one person.

Not considering himself a business-
man but an engineer when tackling
problems; his approach is always based
on the scientific method. The steps to
follow, like many other great ideas, are
simple. First, ask a question. Second,
find evidence to develop axioms, clas-
sifying each one of them from less to
more probable. Third, with these axioms
now you can establish a conclusion re-
levant to the question proposed in step
one. Fourth, attempt to dismantle your
conclusion. As a tip, it is reccommended
to ask for others® points of view. Final-
ly, if the conclusion is found incorrect,
go back to step two to formulate new
axioms or find new evidence. In the case
that no one can refute the conclusion,
then it is arguably correct, and only ar-
guably, because there is never an absolu-
tely correct answer, every theory or law
has some degree of error. The scientific
method is the most plausible way to ob-
tain realistic and effective solutions, but

Photo credits: The Royal Society on Wikimedia Commons

with certain flexibi-
lity to modify them
according to new
circumstances. Besi-
des, it avoids wishful
thinking, which is
basically the claim of
the truthfulness of
something just be-
cause of the desire of
that something being
true. Elon Musk is
also a visionary, inno-
vating in each sector
he is involved in. Examples of this are
the reusable rockets of SpaceX, or the
electric cars of Tesla - when nobody be-
lieved in neither their relevance nor pro-
fitability. Elon Musk was even criticised
by Neil Armstrong, who believed that
his ideas of reusable rockets were far-fet-
ched. According to Elon Musk though,
the key to being innovative is starting
with an unbiased mind and clear objec-
tives to pursue. Most people commit the
mistake of adding little modifications
to a widespread product or service and
consider it “innovation”. Avoid follo-
wing what the mainstream is doing. In
aworld where machines are encroaching
the most boring and repetitive tasks, the
value of a creative and innovative mind
is rising exponentially as there is still no
such Al capable of imitating the flexibi-
lity and spontaneity of the human brain.

However, not only is Elon Musk
known for his contribution to sustaina-
ble transport and space travel, but also
for his manifold controversial moments.
One of the most memorable moment
was when he smoked weed during a
podcast with the comedian Joe Rogan
in September 2018. The reaction of the
general public was immediate, the pod-
cast became viral with almost 48 million
views up to date and GIFs of Elon Musk
with the marijuana cigar have become
a popular meme. The “joint® also insti-
gated NASA to open an investigation

about the health and safety standards
of SpaceX, and there was a general de-
valuation of Elon's companies in the
stock market. Twitter is the most used
social media by Elon Musk to express
his opinions to his millions of followers
and it also one of the major sources of
Elon Musk’s controversy. His incendia-
ry tweets are abundant, but the most
impactful were “Tesla stock price is too
high imo“ (May 2020), which caused
the company to lose $14 billion in Tes-
la's value, or “The coronavirus panic is
dumb® (March 2020), among many ot-
hers. I am conscious that Elon’s honesty
and impulsiveness are what make him
unique. When you hear him speaking,
you feel as if you're listening to someone
authentic, despite his monotonous and
robotic voice. However, it is undeniably
the relevance of his position as he moves
millions or even billions of dollars eve-
ry day, as well as being the CEO of two
companies (Tesla and SpaceX) that are
authentic leaders and innovators of their
respective sectors. Any of his actions can
shape the global economy and millions
of lives. Therefore, I consider that such
a powerful individual who is at the fo-
refront of humanity’s progress has to be
committed to his position, giving up a
part of his personality for the sake of the
rest of the people.

Elon Musk is a source of inspiration
due to his ambition, perseverance, and
peculiar personality. He has enough ca-
pital to make a real impact on the world
even though we have not seen any life-
changing results from him yet. Most cars
are still powered by fossil fuels, and I am
not travelling to Mars the next year. Ne-
vertheless, we must be hopeful and pati-
ent with the CEO of Tesla and SpaceX.
In the meantime, chase your own goals
because reading about outstanding indi-
viduals is great, but not as great as actu-
ally becoming one of them.
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There is No Dollar Sign on a Piece of Mind

» A reflection on the ranking system.

Runtian Wu

Comment Writer

0 Ranking Anymore. For many,

Imperial’s way of approaching
scores is unprecedented and gratify-
ing—unlike universities such as the
University of California, Berkeley,
where there is a horrifying fixed “grade
ratio” that successfully changes some
students’ lives into hell, scores in Impe-
rial are determined not by the ranking,
and everyone is possible to get the
first-class degree. It means that, from
now on, we can study in our own way,
pursuing our own academic interests,
and be ourselves instead of being forced
to compete and regard friends as po-
tential “rivals”. However, privately, I do
hear some complaints. “How can they
know I'm not only good but excellent if
I'm without a ranking?” Typically, for
students used to the glory of “No.1 in
class”, this could be a big problem. Back
then, it was easy for every student (in-
cluding the No.1) to say who is the best
in one classroom thanks to the ranking.
But now, well, things have changed. You
might never know who studies better,
the one drunk in the bar every night or
the one who sleeps in the library.

The ban on ranking puts students hop-
ing to achieve a high academic standard
somehow at a disadvantage. The differ-
ence between your extreme hard work
and your peer’s relatively relaxed sched-
ule may not reflect on the scores, and the
feeling of your academic superiority may
no longer exist. When assessed by exter-
nal sources, say a company or a graduate
school admission team, those students’
academic excellence may also not be very
distinguishable. As a result, this ban can
potentially run the risk of discouraging
students to work hard to become “phe-
nomenal achievers” and lower the quali-
ty of the university’s graduates.

On the other side, the ranking system
is indeed a massive stimulus to students’
academic performance. This is evident
in the results of the 2018 Programme
for International Student Assessment
(PISA) (the PISA is one of the worlds
largest cross-national tests for read-
ing, math, science and other key skills)
which placed countries, such as South

Korea and China (only Beijing, Shang-
hai, Jiangsu and Zhejiang participated)
where students face enormous study
pressure and competition, ahead of
highly developed countries like Sweden,
Norway, USA, and the UK. In many
Asian countries where the so-called “hel-
icopter parents” predominate, students
are required to achieve a certain ranking,
say top 5% in a grade of 360 students, in
order to convince their parents that they
are doing well in their studies. Having a
good score is simply far from enough.

It may well prompt people to advocate
for countries worldwide to adopt the so-
called “exam-oriented” education system
to level up academic performance. How-
ever, they ignore the downsides underly-

¢

TRUE GREATNESS
IS NOT ALWAYS
REFLECTED IN
SCORES

ing the benefits. To approach this issue,
we need to answer the question: what’s
the purpose of education? And why do
you choose to have the education?

High scores are required for many
things—good high schools, good uni-
versities, well-paid jobs, a prosperous
future, and may even contribute to a fu-
ture happy family. The score can reflect
abilities in the academic field, mental
agility, and many more things, but it fails
to demonstrate people’s interest and pas-
sion both in academic fields and beyond.
True greatness is not always reflected in
scores, and it holds true that a person has
talents in some fields but not in others.
Churchill, for example, failed to do well
in school exams. Suppose that his talents
in literature and military were not rec-
ognised simply because he couldn’t pass
the school exams, Britain would proba-
bly have lost one of the most prominent
prime ministers in history.

The ranking is something like a dollar
sign stuck to the back of every student.
Theoretically, the ranking only reflects

the score. But in the perception of many
teachers, parents, and students, it equals
the value of students themselves. Who
is the best in class? Who is better than
who? With the ranking system, every-
one has the answer. It hugely impacts
students’ self-awareness and potentially
causes talents to be abandoned in pur-
suit of scores.

But still, isn’t it that the ranking sys-
tem can steer up the competition, which
in turn helps the academic performance?
The problem does not come from the
ranking system itself, but what the rank-
ing system is based on—score. Score is
a good way to demonstrate ability, but
it's not the aim of studying. However,
for students aiming at high ranks, their
pursuits can gradually be narrowed only
to the improvement of scores instead of
their life-long goals or academic break-
throughs. A few days ago, one of my high
school friends from a prominent Chi-
nese university, where all the students’
rankings in each exam are publicised
(with only some degree of anonymity),
told me a similar story. All the students
in the university are selected from the
top students at each high school, and
everyone thought that they should con-
tinue to be at the top. But as you might
have expected, there came huge disap-
pointment after the first exam. Then,
what some students did after the exam
was to study much harder to beat oth-
er students. Of course, their supposed
“opponents” did the same in turn. Each
student wanted to be better than the
rest, and as a result, everybody started to
devote all their time in the library, read-
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ing textbooks and doing previous exam-
ination papers. The professor was quite
uncomfortable in the next exam because
everyone’s score seemed good, and there
was not much difference between them.
However, according to the university’s
rule, students should be rated according
to their ranking. Therefore, in the third
exam, what greeted students were signif-
icantly harder problems than the previ-
ous exam. And this cycle started all over
again.

When everything is about competi-
tion, who cares about the original pur-
pose of studying?

It seems that Imperial is on the right
track to not publicise rankings. How-
ever, there are things to keep in mind.
Apart from scores, there should be more
awards, scholarships, research and in-
ternship opportunities to satisfy the
students aiming to become phenome-
nal achievers. Complaints arise because
these opportunities are still greatly lim-
ited. And this system also requires pro-
fessors to cautiously balance the course-
work and students’ spare time to ensure
proper study pressure is assigned to each
student.

There is no dollar sign on a piece of
mind. But the value of people varies.
Regardless of which education system
we are in, it’s essential to keep in mind
what our goals are and what we value the
most. Different people have different
goals, and there is no standard to eval-
uate who is better than others. The most
valuable people are those who follow
their hearts and benefit the world.
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Does the Poverty Line Define

Destitution?

» How we currently define poverty is limiting how we solve it. Writer Srigan Moharir reasons that we must expand the definition of

poverty if we want to eradictae it.

Srigan Moharir

Writer

€€ 45 long as poverty, injustice and inequality prevail
in our world, none of us can truly rest.”

-Nelson Mandela
believe the ‘Poverty Line’ is quite vague when it
comes to understanding the extent of poverty in

the contemporary world. It is not only vague because
of its extremely narrow definition of ‘who is poor’ and
the debatable methodology used to count the poor,
but also because of a more fundamental assumption
underlying it. It completely depends on the idea of
poverty as an inadequate income or not having the re-
sources to purchase goods and services. For the scope
of this article, I would like to categorize poverty as
pay destitution. If poverty is ultimately about depri-
vations affecting human wellbeing, then pay destitu-
tion is only one aspect of it. Income is no doubt a vi-
tal means to the attainment of individual well-being,
but I feel it is not adequate to ensure stability against
numerous other kinds of hardships that people face.

¢

THE ENTIRETY OF
POVERTY IS MUCH
MORE THAN WHAT WE
PERCEIVEIT TO BE

For example, illness due to communicable diseases
like COVID-19 can seriously affect the well-being of
an individual whilst denying them of a healthy lifestyle
and curtaining their earning capabilities. Thus, protect-
ing people against such communicable diseases and the
resultant hardships depends on various components
like safe drinking water, public sanitation, and most-
ly on good quality health services, not just income.

An entirely income-based approach to define pov-
erty frequently falls short to reflect people’s sufferings.
Satisfaction of people’s need, is another key aspect
which is usually neglected - because the social provi-
sion of goods and services on offer is never considered.
It is also limiting to think of poverty essentially in
terms of materialistic shortcomings of people relating
to basic needs. We must also take into consideration
sociological distress that people might have in the form
of structural inequalities and inborn drawbacks. This
clearly implies that even when resources are available,

people may not be able to take full advantage of them
because of the pre-existing disadvantages ranging from
social constraints like caste and gender, to person-
al impediments like old age and physical disabilities.

But the good news is that, inculcating diverse poli-
cy choices can definitely bring about distinctive results
for the people who are considered poor in a country.
When governments create employment, enforce pol-
icies to increase the workers’ wages and enhance the
financial security of the poor, children and families
see improved results in both the short and long term.

Hence, an obvious question arises; how do
we eradicate the income-poverty issues which
are at stake in many countries across the world?

After a bit of research, I narrowed down the op-
tions to these solutions which might play a crucial
role in shaping the financial condition of people.

RAISE THE MINIMUM WAGE OF WORKERS.

SUPPORT PAY EQUITY.

PROVIDE PAID LEAVE AND PAID SICK DAYS.

ESTABLISH WORK SCHEDULES THAT WORK.

(LOW-WAGE AND LONG HOURLY JOBS INCREAS-
INGLY COME WITH UNPREDICTABLE AND CON-
STANTLY SHIFTING WORK SCHEDULES, WHICH
MEANS WORKERS STRUGGLE EVEN MORE TO BAL-
ANCE ERRATIC WORK HOURS WITH CARING FOR
THEIR FAMILIES)

INVEST IN AFFORDABLE, HIGH-QUALITY CHILD-
CARE AND EARLY EDUCATION

REFORM THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM AND
ENACT POLICIES THAT SUPPORT SUCCESSFUL
RE-ENTRY.

PARTICIPATE IN THE EMERGING GLOBAL MAR-
KETS.

But thinking practically, even if we present nu-
merous more solutions to this problem, most
of the global poverty issues boil down to un-
documented and unregulated labour and work.

At the end of the day, everything is interdepend-
ent and bringing about a change in the attitude of
policymakers is quite a task especially when it comes
to issues revolving around financial matters and pov-
erty. I strongly believe that there is nothing inevitable
about poverty. We just need to build the political will
to enact the policies that will increase economic secu-
rity, expand opportunities, and help people enhance
their overall standard of living. Finally, a resounding
answer to the original question put forth would be
that the entirety of poverty is much more than what
we perceive it to be and has a plethora of unexplored
dimensions. Poverty beyond the Poverty Line’ is
something the world has collectively failed to address.

Afterall, isn’t it all about the greed of the
‘Haves and the wants of the ‘Have-nots?

Photo credits: Hitesh Choudhary on Pexels
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Unclean water makes people more vulnerable to illness

A small child begging for money on the streets.
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Match Report: Imperial Immortals 8 — 14 Queen Mary Vipers

Marcin Olesinski Sports Writer

On the 315t of October, after 18
months of COVID-induced hiatus from
university, American Football’s Imperial
Immortals boarded a coach to play their
opening game of the season against the
Queen Mary Vipers, looking to not only
start strong but also to exorcize some of
the old demons from the opposition’s
field. From the opening whistle, the
Immortals’ defense stood strong, espe-
cially the front 6 which was being led
by Will “War Daddy” Woodward. On
the opening drive, the unit managed to
score a safety and continued the strong
performance throughout the game with
multiple tackles for loss, sacks, and an
interception by Finn “Stage Man” Cor-
ney. Unfortunately, a couple of broken
plays led to the Vipers scoring twice (ru-
mour has it that some questionable calls
can be blamed for at least one of them
but that is unconfirmed). The offense,
after a half of shaking the rust off, start-

ed doing the unthinkable even for the
oldest of old boys: moving the chains by
passing the ball. Credit for that has to
be given to the team’s quarterback Alex
“Free Man” Stocks and his receiving
crew where everyone has been making
impressive plays: from breaking ankles,
through one-handed catches, to amazing
toe-taps. Unfortunately, all good things
come to an end and the last drive, dur-
ing which the offense was marching for
an equalizer with the help of Tim “Jog-
ger” Hindges, was ended with an inter-
ception by the Vipers on a fourth down,
ending the game. The first game was also
an opportunity for the team’s rookies to
experience an American Football game
for the first time. And since they are Im-
mortals, many of them, including Alain
“Betrayed by Meetup Time” Geneste,
fully embraced the ages-old tradition of
playing both ways. On the coach back
from the game all of them have also
given the team their best comedy and
vocal performances as everyone’s eyes

On a crisp Autumnal day the Imperial Immortals size up their opponents on their opening game

turn away from the close loss towards
our next game: the home opener against
the ARU Rhinos on the 7% of Novem-

ber. If you still want to be a part of this

year’s campaign and become Immortal,
feel free to contact us through our social
media.

ICLGE HOSTS FIRST OFFLINE SUPER SMASH BROS. TOURNAMENT IN 20 MONTHS

Giovanni Franga Sports Writer

On Saturday the 23 of October, Im-
perial Gaming and Esports (ICLGE)
hosted their first edition of Beit &
Punish, a Super Smash Bros. Ultimate
tournament, creatively named in a con-
test by one of their members, Mahdi
Rahim (Mahd). The event started right
after lunch, with six monitor-console
set-ups available to play on in the Roy-
al School of Mines GO1 room. After
checking-in all 25 participants, a dou-
ble-elimination bracket was drawn, and
the matches started. The ICLGE Twitch
livestream showed some of the sets dur-
ing the day, having the participants cast
and comment. The Scottish fresher La-
chlan Jarvie (Jarv) and the Egyptian
fresh graduand Yusuf Ismail (QSFW)
rose to the top, fighting each other in
the Winners’ Final. Playing very safe and
calculative, Jarvie’s Inkling and Ismail’s
Pyra & Mythra (Pythra) spent most of
the time on stage, not risking off-stage
edgeguards. Being two games down in
the Winners’ Final, Jarvie decided to go
with a Pokémon Trainer counterpick.
After about a stock, he grasped that Py-
thra was unable to respond to Ivysaur’s
colossal aerial hitboxes, with Charizard

on the side doing a decent job at high
percentages. But it was too late. Ismail
did not miss his Pyra punishes, killing
the dragon with an F-tilt at just 100%.
Losing in the top bracket did not seem
to bother Jarvie’s nerves of steel. He
went on to beat Rahim’s Joker by 3-1 in
the Loser’s Final, the last round of repe-
chage, to come back to have his revenge
against Ismail. Changing his gameplan
significantly, we saw a lot more ink on
stage, having roller and up-smash show
up on the screen every couple seconds.
Pythra had no response to such options,
falling for every trap laid out in Inkling’s
neutral. Jarvie took back Grand Finals
with a 3-1,and crowned himself champi-
on after winning the Grand Finals Reset
by the same score. We were able to talk
to the champion shortly after his win.

GF: So, we got a fresher to win the
tournament!

LJ: My first tournament ever.

MR: How do you feel?

LJ: Great; I didn’t really know what to
expect from here, since I mostly just play
my mates at home.

GF: How scared were you to come to
the Grand Final after losing Winners’

LJ: Well, I got 3-0°d pretty brutally,
which is rough-
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The Beit & Punish top 7, with Jarv (a fresher) smashing it in their first win

MR: You just adapted, found your
way through...

LJ: When youre commentating,
you're trying to say what I'm thinking.
I'm not thinking, I'm just pressing but-
tons. [laughs] You just press roller and
back-air a lot.

MR: Yeah, that’s Inkling!

GF: Did anything change in your
mind between the two matches?

LJ: Not really. In the first set I was
thinking that I'd move onto Pokémon
Trainer if it wasn’t going well. In the sec-
ond set, I said I might just stay Inkling.
That might have helped me out.

GF: Imagine when you start thinking!

LJ: I think I'll get worse.

MR: [laughs] Right. Any final words?

LJ: Thanks a lot to Alex (Alexander
Tiu) for running it - and you, Gio. And
Patrick!

AT: Dve caten five Jaffa cakes today,
that’s it.

I would like to thank everyone who
came and congratulate the winners. The
top 4 players earned prizes, including a
headset, a charging dock, earbuds and
a mousepad. Join the ICLGE Discord
server to be updated about future events!



