
Geology students are as satisfi ed as Sade // Wikimedia

Amazon fi res were deliberately started to make 
land for cattle ranching

T he Amazon rain 
forest is burning 
at a record rate. 
This is abso-

lutely devastating, as the 
Amazon is home to 10% 
of the world’s biodiver-
sity, and produces 20% 
of the world’s oxygen. 
Since President Jair 
Bolsonaro came to offi ce, 
deforestation has hugely 
accelerated, as his policies 
encourage the exploitation 
of the amazon rainforest. 
Although there are wild-
fi res in the Amazon, the 
increase in wildfi res this 
year is now attributed to 
illegal man-made fi res 
aimed at creating land for 
cattle ranching.

The entire city of Sao 
Paulo was covered with 
a sky of black smoke 
on Monday. The smoke 
came The unprecedented 
amount of fi re in the 
amazon, and arrived at 

the Brazilian city from 
more than 1,700 miles 
away. Although there are 
some wildfi res every year 
during the dry season in 
the amazon, the climate 
in the amazon is said to 
not be too different from 
the previous year. Yet, the 
amount of fi res this year is 
the highest ever recorded, 
and it is even double of the 
amount recorded in 2013. 
Thus, the increase in 
wildfi res has been attrib-
uted to increased amount 
of man-made fi res, under 
President Bolsonaro’s 
new policies. 

Fires are actually de-
liberately started to create 
land for cattle ranches. 
This is not a new practice, 
it has happened in all dry 
seasons before, but the 
current scale is worse than 
ever. Brazil is the world’s 
biggest beef producer, 
and because there is 
still a huge demand, the 
Amazon is continually 
exploited for cattle 
ranching to bring in dirty 
profi t. Cattle ranching has 
always been the leading 

cause of deforestation and 
it has been said to cause 
80% of the ongoing de-
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Felix Sustainabili-
ty is a platform for 
discussion of envi-
ronmental issues and 
sustainable develop-
ment. 

We welcome articles 
from all points of 
view. Please get in 
touch if you would 
like to write for us! 
Our email address in 
the header, please 
don’t hesitate to con-
tact us if you would 
like to submit an 
article or if you have 
any questions about 
writing for us.

forestation in the amazon. 
This is also incredibly 
upsetting, as livestock is 
a main driver of global 
warming, thus in Brazil, 
the very own thing that 
has been slowing global 
warming is being turned 
to a contributing factor. 
Amazon is not the only 
part of nature damaged 
by the beef industry; this 
horrifi c industry is the 
leading cause of deforest-
ation around the world. 
It is deeply upsetting that 

the demand for beef has 
led to such devastating 
fi res in the lungs of our 
planet; fi res so widespread 
that they can be seen from 
space.

Cattle ranching is the main motive behind starting the amazon rainforest fi res 
// Sean McGee, Unsplash

The fact that the de-
forestation is linked to the 

Geology students are as satisfi ed as Sade // Wikimedia

“As consumers, 
we have 
the power 
to combat 
deforestation 
by not buying 
beef, and not 
creating the 
demand for 
the product 
that is the 
motive for 
mass burning 
of the Amazon”

The Amazon rainforest was burning at a record rate // NASA Earth Obervatory

beef industry seems to be 
largely ignored by media 
companies. Indeed, even 
though livestock is the 
main contributor to global 
warming, consuming 
meat is still the status quo, 
and popular press will 
sidestep this issue, so their 
content is more palatable 
and likely to be shared 
and make them profi t. 
The beef industry has also 
spent a huge amount of 
money on lobbying, and it 
is likely that they have the 
power to silence negative 
press too. The ignoration 
of the beef industry is 
problematic, as this is 
an important piece of 
information that should be 
passed on to consumers.

However, as people who 
know better, we should 
spread awareness on the 
real cause of the Amazon 
fi res. Furthermore, as 
consumers, we have the 
power to combat de-
forestation by not buying 
beef, and not creating the 
demand for the product 
that is the motive for mass 
burning of the Amazon. 
Lastly, it is also important 

to put pressure on the 
government as well and 
participate in protests and 
signing petitions. As part 
of the Extinction Rebel-
lions, there are many cam-
paigns which aim to put 
pressure on governments 
and authorities. There will 
be Extinction Rebellion 
at Imperial and I highly 
encourage everyone who 
reads this to actively take 
part.



Another new section being introduced this year - the constituent unions are a major part of college life and welfare, 
as well as being an essential component of Imperial’s history. Here, each of the four will run weekly columns.

CGCU

Thomas Cross
CGCU President

Things to 
consider as a 
student of City 
and Guilds, and 
a member of our 
student union:

The constituent 
college  system 
at Imperial has a 
number of disad-

vantages, not least that the 
system is very confusing 
at times. However, there 
are also benefi ts that can 
and should be exploited 
by the students. Having a 
constituent college union 
to represent you means 
that the link between 
you (the student) and the 
bureaucracy that runs this 
place is a good deal closer 
than it might be. 

Imperial is such a large 
place that it is diffi cult to 

form any sort of commu-
nity – this is where the 
CGCU provide a more 
local feeling of identity. 
People studying similar 
subjects do have a better 
understanding of each 
other’s problems and this 
is why the CGCU is a 
vital link in the academic 
affairs of the college as a 
whole. Find out who your 
Academic, Welfare, and 
Dep Reps are. They’re 
not just there for you 
to complain about your 
degree. 

The Constituent Union 

system here dates back 
a long way and as such 
has a lot of historical and 
traditional weight behind 
it. This might seem trivial 
now whilst you’re just 
going to lectures and 
passing exams to get your 
degree, but when you see 
the change in people’s 
attitude towards you when 
you say you’re at Imperial 
then you start to get some 
idea of the infl uence this 
place has. 

The only way a lot of 
people will realise this is 
when you graduate with 
the letters ACGI after 

could well play a major 
part in your career. 

Please take an interest 
in what your Constituent 
Union does for you - if 
you don’t take an interest, 
don’t care, then don’t 
whinge about the things 

that are going on.  This 
is a democratic society. 
If you want your say 
you’ve got it, but if you’re 
not prepared to take an 
interest then don’t be 
surprised if nothing gets 
done.

CU
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RSMU

Chris Carter
RSMU President

Congratulations 
on making it 
through your 
fi rst week of 

a new year at Imperial! 
Whether you’re a new 
or returning student, the 
fi rst week is always quite 
hectic. Hopefully, some of 
you managed to make use 
of the ten minutes of sun-
shine at Welcome Fair and 
join some clubs, societies, 
or projects.

This week’s column is 
about mascots, traditions, 
and rivalries, of which the 
RSMU has many. If you 
visited the RSMU stand 
at either the International 
Students Fair on Sunday 
or the Welcome Fair on 
Tuesday, you will have 

seen a giant brass mining 
lamp. This lamp is our 
pride and joy: the Davy. 
Three feet tall, with a 
weight of 60-70kg, this 
still functional mining 
lamp allegedly has teeth 
marks in it from when a 

passionate Miner attempt-
ed to lift it this unusual 
way (not recommended). 

The Davy was acquired 
by the RSMU at some 
unknown point in time 
and is now our main 
mascot. We even have 

a role on our committee 
called Davy Bearer, who 
is tasked with keeping the 
Davy safe and stealing 
the other Constituent 
Union mascots: Theta (the 
RCSU’s 8-foot-long ther-
mometer), the Spanner 

and Bolt (the CGCU’s 
giant spanner and a bolt, 
modelled after those 
used in Tower Bridge) 
and some weird chicken 
costume (the ICSMSU’s 
bright yellow phoenix 
costume). This tradition 
is known as ‘mascotry’ 
and keeps the Constituent 
Union rivalries burning.

Each Constituent Union 
also has motor mascots, 
maintained by the associ-
ated Motor Club (which 
anyone can join). These 
vehicles can often be seen 
ferrying students between 
locations or on display 
at events. The RSMU is 
proud to be represented by 
Clementine II, a Morris 
1-Ton Truck acquired by 
the RSMU in 1960, while 
the RCSU has Jez, a 1916 
Dennis N-type fi re engine, 
and the CGCU has Bo’.

But by far the RSMU’s 
fi ercest rivalry is with 
the Camborne School of 

 City of London Crest on a lampost in London. Together with 12 
Livery Companies the City of London Corporation founded the City & Guilds 

College // CGCU 

“The 
constituent 
college system 
at Imperial has 
a number of 
disadvantag-
es “

“This is where 
the CGCU 
provides a 
more local 
feeling of 
identity”
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your name. These are 
internationally recognised 
and only applicable to 
those who graduate from 
City and Guilds (not just 
Imperial). The Constitu-
ent Union system, perhaps 
a mere quirk to you now, 

Mines, part of the Uni-
versity of Exeter. Every 
year, hundreds of RSMU 
members take part in a 
weekend of sport, either 
as spectators or players. 
The ‘Bottle Match’ is 
held alternately between 
London and Cornwall 
every February. All our 
sports teams compete 
for their own trophies, 
with the rugby match 
fi nishing off two days of 
fi xtures to win the titular 
‘Bottle’! This is basical-
ly a plug for our sports 
teams – if you didn’t 
fancy running through 
the rain to get to their 
stall at Welcome Fair, 
it’s never too late! You 
can fi nd all our sports 
teams and their captain’s 
contact details on the 
Imperial College Union 
website.

That’s all from me this 
week, but I hope you all 
had a great fi rst week! The Davy Lamp //  RSMU
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RCSU

Alex Auyang
RCSU President

If you go through old 
RCSU promotional 
material, you might 
see this titbit:

“Founded in 1881 
alongside the Royal 
College of Science itself, 
legend has it that science 
fi ction writer H.G. Wells 
was its fi rst student 
leader.”

I always liked this. 
It contributed to the 
mythology of the RCSU 
and made my position 
as president feel more 
special. If someone like 
Wells had been president 
too, perhaps I had a 

chance of becoming just 
as acclaimed.

However, the plot 
thickened after I read 
through Wells’ Wikipedia 
page. His term as presi-
dent of the RCSU suppos-
edly began in 1909, but 
the RCSU was founded in 
1881. How could he have 
been the fi rst president 
if his term started 28 
years after the union was 
founded? It turns out that 
this titbit was called a 
‘legend’ for good reason. 
Wells had no part in 
founding the RCSU and 
was never the president. 
In fact, he established the 
RCSA, our alumni associ-
ation, not the RCSU.

At fi rst, this develop-
ment bothered me. I really 
enjoyed thinking that I 

was following in the foot-
steps of a literary giant. 
But still, while it might’ve 
been nice if it were true, 
it’s also nice knowing 
‘the’ truth. And I think, 
as the union of scientists, 
the truth is something we 
really ought to value. 

Also, my motivation 
as president should be 
validated by more than 
historical precedent. I 
should put in the effort 
because I want to, and not 
because some famous guy 
did too.

I think that this lesson 
extends to many aspects 
of university life. If 
you’re fresh out of high 
school, this may be the 
fi rst time you’ve gotten to 
choose what you’re doing 
with yourself. You should 

study because you want to, 
not just because there is a 
precedent that you’re told 
to follow. The same goes 
for recreation, societies, 
and just about everything 
else. If you abide by this, 
you’ll probably fi nd that: 

1. You won’t be 
studying something you 
hate for 3-4 years, and 

2. At the end of your 
degree, you’ll be happy 
you made decisions on 
your own.

If you’d like to get 
involved with the RCSU, 
learn more about us, 
or write in this section 
of Felix, swing by our 
offi ce. It’s in the Sherfi eld 
building (the one with the 
junior common room in it). 
If you follow the walkway, 

there is a door next to the 
Santander. Walk through 
that door and make your 
way down the hallway to 
fi nd our offi ce. There is 
usually someone from our 
committee there that will 
help you out. You could 
also send me an email at 
rcsupres@ic.ac.uk.

We will be running a few 
events during Freshers 
fortnight, and some after 
that too. Follow us on 
Facebook and keep an eye 
out for our events.

Thanks for reading 
and enjoy your time at 
Imperial.

 H.G. Wells // Frederick Hollyer
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Vanessa Tang
 ICIS
Investment Student Writer

Markets bring 
t o g e t h e r 
buyers and 
sellers, and 

money flows between the 
two groups. Think about 
a farmer’s market where 
a burger is being sold by 
the vendors and cash is 
paid out from the consum-
ers’ wallets. Similarly, a 
financial market is a place 
where products called se-
curities are being traded. 
When buyers and sellers 
do not have a direct link 
for trade, financial market 
intermediaries come into 
action. This article will 
introduce the key par-
ticipants in the financial 
market.

Sellers
The seller in the 

financial market is the 
“issuer” – a legal entity 
(government or corpora-
tion) that sells securities 
such as equities, bonds, 
currencies and derivatives 
to the public in order to 
finance its operations.

For example, Company 
ABC makes a public 

Participants in the financial market

“a financial 
market is a 
place where 
products 
called 
securities are 
being traded...

other entity (institutional 
investor).Investors have 
the money and will 
commit capital with the 
expectation of receiving 
financial returns. Inves-
tors could buy Company 
ABC’s shares in the hope 

that these shares will rise 
in value in the future, 
or they could buy the 
government bonds and 
receive regular interest 
payment. Other common 
investment products 
include commodities, 
real estate, mutual funds, 
options and futures.

Investors can also 
participate in the financial 
market through trading, 
which is a way of profit-
ing through stock price 
fluctuations.

People who work 
in financial firms that 
make trades on behalf of 
investors are known as 
“traders”. Traders observe 
trades within a single day 
by examining how prices 
and money move in the 
market. Some use techni-
cal analysis to determine 
which way a stock will 
move whilst some study 
the fundamentals beind a 
stock (the business of the 
company, the health of 
the industry it operates in 
etc). Most banks have a 
Sales and Trading (S&T) 
Division, where trading 
roles are found. There 
are also trading  houses 
that specialise in trading 
a specific product. For 
example, Glencore and 
Vitol are commodity 
trading companies.

Financial 
Intermediaries

These are the middle-
men between two parties 
in a financial transaction. 
For example, a financial 
intermediary can facilitate 
the fund flow between 
issuers and investors. 
There are many different 
types of financial interme-
diaries including mutual 
funds, investment banks 
and commercial banks.

Investment banks 
provide services such as 
underwriting, facilitating 
initial public offerings 
(IPOs), facilitating 
mergers and acquisitions 
(M&A) and acting as a 
broker or financial advisor 
for institutional clients.

Investment banks 
belong to a group of 
firms within the industry 
commonly known as the 
“sell-side”. 

Jobs include investment 
banking, equity research, 
sales and trading. Major 
investment banks include 
JPMorgan Chase, 
Goldman Sachs, Morgan 
Stanley, Citigroup, Bank 
of America Merrill Lynch 
and Credit Suisse.

Mutual funds provide 
active management of 
money pooled by inves-
tors. The fund managers 
generate capital for the in-

vestors through investing 
in a variety of investment 
products with the antici-
pation to outperform the 
market.

Mutual funds belong 
to a group of firms within 
the industry commonly 
known as the “buy-side”. 

Jobs include portfolio/
asset management, wealth 
management, private 
equity, venture capital and 
hedge funds. Many banks 
in the sell-side also have 
these divisions. Non-bank 
investment management 
companies include Man 
Group, Bridgewater Asso-
ciates and Schroders.

 Commercial banks 
provide account services 
and loan services to con-
sumers (like us) and small 
businesses.

Regulators
Federal and state gov-

ernments have a myriad 
of agencies that regulate 
and oversee the financial 
markets. These agencies 
monitor the behaviours of 
the different players in the 
market by setting restric-
tions and guidelines. One 
of the most powerful and 
comprehensive agencies 
in the US is Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
(SEC). It enforces the 
federal securities laws and 

regulates US stock ex-
changes, options markets 
and exchanges. In the UK, 
the Financial Conduct 
Authority (FCA) has the 
responsibility to ensure 
the UK market functions 
well.

 Central Banks
A central bank manages 

a nation’s currency, 
money supply, interest 
rate, oversees the com-
mercial banking system, 
and formulates and 
implements the nations 
monetary policy. The 
Federal Reserve System 
, also known as the FED, 
is the central bank of the 
US and is arguably the 
most powerful financial 
institution in the world.

Decisions made by the 
central banks and regula-
tors have an impact on the 
entire financial market. 
For example, deregulation 
in the financial industry in 
the late 1990s, combined 
with FED’s adjustments in 
interest rates in the 2000s, 
led to the increase in size 
and the eventual burst of 
an asset bubble, creating a 
banking crisis in 2007 and 
2008 known as the Global 
Financial Crisis.

Investing in Ukrainian debt – a remarkable opportunity 
in the negative-yield debt environment
INVESTMENT

Igor Fomenkov
 ICIS
Investment Student Writer

The current 
state of global 
markets, led by 
such factors as 

close-or-below zero in-
terest rates, widely spread 
negative-yield bonds and 

approaching slowdown 
in several major world’s 
economies, leave hardly 
any secure options that 
offer returns high enough 
to at least outweigh pro-
jected annual inflation. 
Keeping all those cir-
cumstances in mind, it is 
possibly just an ideal time 
to look at alternative, more 
profitable (but also riski-
er) forms of investments, 
and government bonds of 

an emerging economy suit 
well enough. Although 
there is a plethora of 
countries that align with 
this description, in this 
article we want to draw 
your attention to only one 
of them – Ukraine, that 
seems to have recovered 
from challenges of the 
past and now heads to a 
brighter future.

On 21st April, the 
second tour of President 

Elections in Ukraine 
has come to an end, and 
Volodymyr Zelensky, 
previously recognised 
among general population 
as a talented TV-comedi-
an, was elected to be the 
country’s leader for the 
next five years. His started 
firmly, by firing several 
ministers and dissolving 
the Parliament, whilst 
his party, “Servant of the 
People”, has gained more 

than 40% on the early 
parliament elections. It 
seems that global expec-
tations on the Ukrainian 
economy are rising, and 
so is the share of the 
foreign investors in its 
regional markets. So how 
does Zelensky’s progres-
sive policy match with 
the economic prospects, 
and what does it mean for 
potential investors?

Let’s begin our analysis 

with possibly the most im-
portant factor to consider 
when looking into any 
government bond - the 
country’s ability to pay 
its debt back, which in 
turn directly depends on 
how stable the current 
economic situation is. 
GDP (that is a key bench-
mark for any economy) 
starts to gain further 
growth momentum, as the 
World Bank predicts 3.4% 

offering of shares to 
finance its business 
expansion in a similar 
manner to how food truck 
company XYZ makes and 
sells sausages to cover the 
labour cost. Governments 
can also sell securities 
by creating bonds for 
purposes such as raising 
money for road mainte-
nance.

Buyers
The buyer is the 

“investor” – it could be a 
person (retail or 	
individual investor) or 
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Investing in Ukrainian debt – a remarkable opportunity 
in the negative-yield debt environment

annual growth in 2020 
(see Figure 1) . 

Russia’s forecast stays 
at 1.8% for the same time 
period, in comparison. 
Furthermore, Ukraine’s 
debt to GDP ratio is now 
almost a quarter less than 
it was three years ago (see 

  Figure 1.  Projected GDP growth in Ukraine   // World Bank

Figure 2.  Debt-to-GDP ratio  // Ministry  of Finance, Ukranie

Figure 3.  Debt-to-GDP ratio  // State Statistics Service, Ukranie

Figure 2), which signifi -
cantly decreasing proba-
bility of a partial default in 
case of any abrupt market 
volatility.

Another crucial pa-

rameter to consider is the 
stability of the national 
currency – Hryvna. 
After several years of 
super-high infl ation that 
has occurred primarily 
as a result of a civil war 
in the Eastern part of the 
country (see Figure 3), it 

has eventually stabilised 
at about 9%, and there 
are no signifi cant reasons 
observed for its rapid 
increase on the nearest 
time horizon.  

However, infl ation is 
just one piece that con-
tributes to the currency’s 
stability. It is also impor-
tant to see how hryvna 
has been valued against 
other world currencies. 
In other words, how has 
the exchange rate of the 

hryvna with other curren-
cies changed in the recent 
past. 

Let’s have a detailed 
look into the two most 
widely used “reference 

points” – euro and US 
dollar. 

Talking about dollar 
in the fi rst place, hryvna 
has managed to achieve a 
relatively huge growth of 
4.6% in the past month. 
This is an even a greater 
achievement, given 
how strongly the dollar 
is valued nowadays. In 
the meantime, hryvna’s 
positions against euro 
has strengthened as well, 
and is expected to rise 
even more as a result of 
new round of quantitative 
easing that was announced 
recently (see Figure 4 & 
5).

Lastly, for every 
emerging economy the 
relationships that the 
countries’ leaders build 
with the International 
Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank are crucial, 
as their budgets usually 
directly depend on credits 

  Figure 4.  UAH/USD  // exchange-trade.org

  Figure 5.  UAH/EUR // exchange-trade.org

received from those 
organisations. Here it is 
probably best to quote 
the words of the World 
Bank’s President, David 
Malpass. In his recent 
article in the Financial 
Times, titled “Ukraine is 
ready to seize its chance 
to reform”, David writes 
“The World Bank is deter-
mined to provide support 
during this critical journey 
toward a freer, stronger 
Ukraine.” – if that isn’t 
powerful what else is? 

Even if those arguments 
are already convincing for 
you, do not rush with the 
decision - the emerging 
markets can sometimes be 
extremely volatile (which 
we have recently seen in 
Argentina and Turkey, for 
example). 

Therefore, it is always 
important to bear in mind 
any of the associated 
risks. First of all, we still 

don’t know who Zelensky 
really is as a President, 
and what is his live action 
plan. Indeed, there has 
been a lot of talk about a 
need for industrial devel-
opment and elimination 
of corruption, but for now 
it is still more words than 
action. Secondly, there 
is still on-going war in 
Eastern Ukraine, and 
although both sides are 
currently in the state of 
temporary (and honestly, 
very shaky) peace, the 
confl ict can fl ame in a 
matter of weeks, thus 
largely affecting the po-
tentially stable economic 
outlook of Ukraine. 

To conclude, the 
overall investment land-
scape looks encouraging 
now, but follow the en-
vironment carefully after 
investing – it can substan-
tially change shape any 
time.  
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Freshers Fair - A Great Success 
HANGMAN

Freshers Fair marred 
by extreme weather 
patterns, violent 
committee members, 
and acne. 

Negafelix
Editor-in-Chief

On Tuesday, 
Freshers Fair 
opened on 
i n c l e m e n t 

weather, resulting in 
unfortunate setbacks for 
society committee mem-
bers that were ostracised 
to the great outdoors. The 
downpour came as a com-
plete surprise to the Union 
– understandably so, 

since London has enjoyed 
warm, tropical climates 
for as long as Imperial has 
existed. When Negafelix 
asked whether the 
planning committee had 
bothered to look up the 
weather forecast before-
hand, they started hissing 
and making the cross at 
us. One of the organizers 
even brought out a stake, 
waggling it threateningly 
and condemning us to hell 
for believing in witchcraft.

The weather was only 
one in a long series of 

hiccups for this year’s 
committee. Several 
members had to be forci-
bly removed from the site 
for being too aggressive 
with promotion tactics. 
“One girl almost took my 
eye out trying to give me a 
free pen,” said one fresher 
who visited the Felix stall. 
“I was just trying to get to 
the free notebook on the 
table next to them, and 
she shoved a registration 
sheet into my face and 
practically force-fed me 
one of their free cookies,” 
another wrote in an 
anonymous complaint to 
Felix, “And it wasn’t even 
good!” 

Following the chlorine 
leak at Ethos, ChemSoc 
also attempted a valiant 
reenactment of events by 
blowing up an experiment 

and forcing a fire evacua-
tion. 

overhaul the system.; the 
Library Seat Club, who 
provides seat-saving ser-
vices during peak exam 
season for £10 an hour; 
and the Righteous Sharks, 
whose participants seek 
out drunk freshers who 
are separated from their 
shoal during nights out, 
and put them to bed with 
a bible quote and a hot 
water bottle (their slogan: 
Freshers are friends, not 
food). 

Several commercial 
companies also hosted 
stalls at Sherfield Building 
this year. Amongst these 
were British Petroleum, 
a North Korean whaling 
company, the guys behind 
OxyContin and University 
College London.

The activities available 
at these stalls involved 

Swarms of freshers // Imperial College Union

force feeding a pelican 
petrol, harpooning a min-
iature beluga with a rock-
et-propelled grenade and 
administering opioids to 
a toddler. Points were de-
ducted for showing even a 
modicum of humanity.

Meanwhile, at the 
UCL event, people were 
given dot to dot puzzles 
and a colouring book. 
One fresher said, “this is 
my final chance to talk 
to someone with social 
skills and proper hygeine. 
So I’m going to shout at 
them and tell them their 
degree’s worthless.” 
Upon further inquiries, it 
was made apparent that 
the Fresher was a physics 
student. They learn so 
young.

“She shoved 
a registration 
sheet into 
my face and 
practically 
force-fed me ”

Lots of new clubs 
and societies made their 
debut at the Fair this year. 
Such clubs include the 
Room Booking Society, 
whose sole purpose is for 
members to gather weekly 
and spam the Room 
Booking system in hopes 
of crashing it and forcing 
the Union to completely 

“One of the 
organizers 
even brought 
out a stake ”
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This week, your 
flatmate’s girlfriend 
leaves her electric 
toothbrush in the 

bathroom
Going by the flat 

batteries, you don’t think 
he’s very good in bed 
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Man with a placard 
on Exhibition Road 
confirms: this is time 
it really is the end of 
days. 

Negafelix
Editor-in-Chief

Fulham resident 
Cliff Matthews, 
44 can finally 
hang up his 

sandwich board and 
megaphone. After an 
unsuccessful 30 year 
career in the apocalypse 
predicting business  he 
has announced that he 
will not be renewing the 
lease on his soap box 
on Exhibition Road. In 

a NegaFelix exclusive, 
Mathews revealed that 
he came to the decision 
after witnessing the 
library toilet flood last 
week. “In all my years 
of screaming at people 
to repent I have never 
seen horrors like this. 
The scale of an event 
large enough to pull 
Business school students 
away from their spread-
sheets terrifies me. It 
can only have been an 
act of God.” The flood 
comes hot on the heels 
of reports of an inferno 
at Ethos, and a plague of 
rats in the Beit kitchens. 

Fears of a cataclysm 
has caused a slump in 
local house prices. One 
homeowner that de-
clined to be named told 

NegaFelix ‘the house was 
meant to be an investment 
– my insurance doesn’t 
cover some cheap Morgan 
Freeman knockoff ruining 
my portfolio’ the man’s 
neighbour added ‘ I have 
so much oil money in 
here, if there is a fire there 
won’t  be enough of South 
Ken left to flood’. 

Our psychic corre-
spondent, M.Meg, is 
less convinced. “While 
Mathews was a big name 
in the industry he was not 
the only authority on the 
subject. There are still lots 
of doom loons out there 
who remember the dryrot 
case in Blackett. While it 
caused huge panic at the 
time those who lost their 
cool were widely criti-
cised afterwards.”  

Despite repeated 
emails to his secretary, 
God has not been forth-
coming with a comment 

on the recent events. Alice 
Ghast’s office on the 
other hand has been very 
helpful, with Isabelle Gurt 

(Vice Provost - Goats) 
providing precise details 
on when and where the 
AntiChrist will rise.

Real photo of man with placard on Exhibition Road // Clipartwiki

Flood in the Library

This week you miss your 
hall’s pub quiz.

-
You’ll never make any 

friends now.

This week you’re a Sab.
You’ve only managed to 

delete your tweets back to 
2016.

Guess you’ll be joining 
Trudeau

This year you give 
yourself a personal 

rebrand by dying your 
hair.

They’re out of green hair 
dye at South Ken Boots 

so you opt for red instead.

This week you’re a 
fresher.

You’ve already met your 
future husband and all 

your bridesmaids.
What could go wrong?

This week your flat mate 
comes back from Hong 

Kong.
-

His thousand yard stare 
is really putting you off 

your cornflakes.

This week you hear 
your coursemates start 
complaining about the 
gender ratio. You’re so 
glad about that job in 

finance. 
Thank god for quotas.

This week your flatmate’s 
mum hands your cutlery 
into the police amnesty 

box. 
You’re eating steak with a 

sharpened toothbrush.
You might just stab her.

This week you’re a hall 
senior.

You’re relieved to get 
back to your room, peel 
off your grinning latex 

mask and lick some flies 
off the wall.

This week you download 
Bumble because you’re 
tired of making the first 

move.
Turns out when given 

the choice, women don’t 
want to talk to you.

This week your flatmate 
leaves the loo seat up. 
You piss in his orange 

juice.
-

This is total war.

This week you’re the 
Union President.

-
You wait, rapt, to see 

what name Felix gives 
you.

Go to bed Abhijay.



PUZZLES
FRIDAY, 4TH OCTOBER, 2019 FELIX

38

fsudoku@imperial.ac.uk

Across
1. Unidentified corpse (4,3)
5. Pleasing view (5)
8. Father, to someone in Mexico (5)
9. Refuted by creationists (3,4)
10. ___ but a scratch! (3)
11. Sings to woo (9)
12. Like the Mars robots (6)
14. Defence disk (6)
18. Repeated many times (2,7)
20. A bit (3)
21. By-product of an earthquake (7)
22. Like the shroud of Turin (5)
23. Thick milk (5)
24. Tasteless (7)

Down
1. Another name for Jove (7)
2. Owner of Cerberus (5)
3. Chest (7)
4. Remains of a fire (6)
5. Strict vegetarian (5)
6. Make a blanket burrito out of a baby (7)
7. Mythological example of 14 across (5)
13. Risky undertaking (7)
15. Bone that can take a joke (7)
16. Subtracted (7)
17. Between the bull and the crab (6)
18. Cousin to a Mayan (5)
19. Take someone’s weapons (5)
20. Popular flower in the 17th century (5)

SUDOKU
Fill all the boxes with a number between 1 
and 9.  A number can only appear once in a 
row/column, and only once in each sub-box.

SHIKAKU
Divide the square into rectangles, such that 
each rectangle contains exactly one num-
ber. The numbers given represent the area 
of the containing rectangle.

WORD PYRAMID
Each row is an anagram of the previous, plus or minus one letter. 
Clues: Response to cute (2) - Stack of bills (3) - Not dusk (4) - 
Moon progression (5) - Guardian (6) - Bristles (5) - Provost (4) -  
Conjunction (3) - Before apple, elephant, and igloo (2)

MINESWEEPER
The number in a cell represents the 
number of mines adjacent to that square 
(up/down, left/right, diagonal). Find and 
mark all of the mines to clear the board.

Last week’s Solutions

FUCWIT
1	 O1G	 22
2	 GodBlessHK	 21
2	 TNT	 21
3	 Eléonore	 3
Send your solutions to fsudoku@imperial.
ac.uk before Wednesday midday to take 
part in the leaderboard!

Points available
Crossword		  6
Shikaku 	 3
Sudoku		 5
Minesweeper  	  2
Word pyramid	 2
Total	 18

Welcome one and all, to the first week of lec-
tures! We here have gotten to a great start, 
with a grand total of 4 submissions!

Elizabeth Line - Boris Johnson’s Prorogation of Parliament - Pink Floyd - 
The Testaments - Sunday in the Park with George - Quidditch



ICSWP IS BACK WITH A SPLASH
Big goals, big wins, big moves (both in the pool and la metrique). Last season was the best yet for ICSWP.

SPORTS

Laura Bevis
ICSWP Member

Last season, the 
women’s polo 
team saw a 
record number 

of players and went 
from struggling to fi eld 
a base team to taking a 
full subs bench to almost 
every game. Working 
hard through the season 
gave them some big big 
wins, and a tiny 10-5 loss 
to Bristol (compared to 
like 30-1 for the last few 
years… allow it), fi nish-
ing 4th in the Premier 
South division.

The men’s team also 
had a great season and 
saw some of the best plays 
in years, beating Bristol 
and making history. A few 
more wins and they found 
themselves in sudden 
death penalties and just 
losing out to Cardiff in the 
quarter fi nals. Absolute 
scenes.

The LUSL 1s took 
home both the varsity and 
LUSL trophies (as usual) 
and the LUSL 2s won 
their varsity against their 
(very) slippery opponents 
with the biggest fan base 
in history #upthe2s. 
Meanwhile, the swimmers 
stormed to second position 
in the London League and 
recorded a number of PB 
times at BUCS compe-

defi nitely lose. After a 
quick dip and most of the 
players complaining that 
the sea was ‘too salty’, 
the team resorted to beach 
volley ball for training.

 Unsurprisingly, they 
struggled in the games, 
and the total number of 
goals scored was less than 
the number of jellyfi sh 
stings received (only 6). 
These goals were scored 
almost entirely by the 
supreme double team 
Sasha Walter and Lorenzo 
TJ Signore, assisted from 
afar by the coach who was 
not allowed in the sea or 
near the beach due to a 
diving injury. With an ad-
ditional sneaky shot from 
the wing from Ryan ‘The 
Rhino’ Clarke, ICSWP 
surprisingly didn’t come 
last.

The 8th (out of 9) place 
trophy was paraded in 
front of the local press 
before being proudly 
fl own home to Ethos. 
What a send off for our 
leaving players, this tour 
will be hard to forget 
#ICSWP.

The swimmers also had 
their fair share of some 
extra salty sea, heading 
to Bournemouth for the 
Salty Sea Dog (very very) 

last IC swim, with the 
legendary Marco Corrao 
securing the bronze in 
the men’s category. He 
was followed closely by 
teammates Corney, Kirill 
and Arturolo, taking 4th 
5th and 6th respectively! 
Like their polo team 
mates, the swimmers look 
forward to more success, 
more travels and lots more 
metrique in the new year!

This year ICSWP 
have taken on a new lead 
swimming coach, and an 
additional polo coach, as 
well as adding four new 
training sessions to their 
schedule. Last season 
was incredible and this 
one will be even better! 
Whether you want to just 
swim to de-stress, swim 
competitively, play seri-
ously with one of our polo 
teams or just try polo and 
have some fun - this year 
we really do have it all!

Women’s Team // ICSWP
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Alice Miller
ICSWP Chair

titions during the year. 
They also impressed at the 
Manchester Quest for the 
Crest charity gala, largely 
owing to some excellent 

Men’s team in sudden death penalties against Cardiff // ICSWP

poolside fancy dress as 
well as some fast stuff in 
the pool.

This summer the 
training didn’t stop - the 
ICSWP members made 
their way to Spain for a 
water polo tournament 
that they would almost 

“The men’s 
team also had 
a great season 
and saw some 
of the best 
plays in years, 
beating Bristol 
and making 
history”

“ICSWP also 
got to show 
their stuff , 
winning 
medals, 
and more 
importantly, 
free 
champagne”

Long Swim in August. 
Not only was it a great 
chance to enjoy some 
lovely British Summer 
(hmm), but ICSWP also 
got to show their stuff, 
winning medals, and 
more importantly free 
champagne, in the 2.5km 
swim. Our very own Clara 
Bachorz won silver in her 



Gliding Club Heads to France!

This year’s 
summer gliding 
tour brought us 
to Issoudun, a 

quaint little commune 
in the heart of France. 
Issoudun is the same place 
where our previous glid-
ing captain Toby Freeland 
achieved an amazing 6th 
place in the International 
championships two weeks 
prior. The weather was 
great for gliding, and the 
temperature was incred-
ibly high reaching over 
forty degrees centigrade 
every day.

The fi rst two days in 
Issoudun were great and 
everyone got a fantastic 
amount of fl ying time. 
Unfortunately, on Monday 
evening one of the glider’s 
(496) radio stopped 

working. Just as we’d 
found some new fuses for 
the radio, the next bit of 
bad luck hit us. The other 
glider’s (296) starboard 
aileron was damaged 
while being towed back to 
the trailers, it was locked 
in the maximum position. 
Tuesday’s wonderful 
fl ying weather was not 
monopolised on due to 
repairs. By the end of the 
day, we managed to free 
up the aileron (although 
it still required a lengthy 
inspection to ensure air-
worthiness). Thank you 
Donato, who found the 
dodgy connection! And 
thank you French techni-
cian Michel for the help! 
We got the radio working 
again, so 496 was good to 
go!

We resumed our fl ying 
on Wednesday full of 
new enthusiasm and 
some wonderful thermals 
built up before a storm 

hit at 6pm. On Thursday, 
we even got Issoudun’s 
Duo Discus out, so more 
people could go fl ying. 
What a beautiful plane!

Thankfully, the rest of 
the tour was uneventful 
apart from more and more 
storms forming in the 
evenings which did not 
give us much fl ying time. 
We enjoyed the days at 

the airfi eld a lot though, 
playing cards, practising 
our French, playing 
football, enjoying deli-
cious French baguettes 
and enjoying nice cold 
well-earned beers in the 
evenings.

Although the French 
did not really seem to like 
us ‘British’ (Shaun was 
the only British national 

for most of the week) 
much in the beginning, we 
got along with them very 
well in the end.

In spite of the big 
and small incidents and 
scorching days, it was a 
very enjoyable week. We 
managed to make the best 
out of every situation, 
and got a good amount of 
fl ying in the end!

Special thanks to 
Donato, Nik and Antoine 
for organising this trip, to 
Giorgos, Donato, Shaun, 
and Nik who towed the 
gliders, to everyone who 
helped us fi x the gliders 
and to our wonderful in-
structor Shaun who came 
to fl y with us all week 
long despite the heat.

Kabaddi Give it a Go: Sport’s Editors Impression

Last Wednesday 
I took part in IC 
Kabaddi’s Give 
it a Go session. 

Being honest, I didn’t 
really know what I was 
getting myself into. I had 
the idea it was sort of a 
mix of tig (I’m Scottish, 
the English know it as 
‘tag’ or ‘it’) and wrestling/
judo. Now I can comforta-
bly say it’s like tig - if the 
aim was to gang-tackle 
the person doing the 
‘tigging’…

It’s very quick-paced, 
requiring one person 
from the offensive team 
to ‘raid’ the defending 
team’s side of the fi eld. 
The raiding person has to 
touch part of one of the 
defending team’s body 

(sort of like ‘tigging/
tagging’ someone). Once 
this happens the defend-
ing team attempts to stop 
the raider getting back 
to their offensive side. 
To stop the raider, the 
defender grabs them and, 
essentially, tosses them 
to the fl oor. These are not 
the full rules, but were the 

simplifi ed rules we played 
with for the session.

Even in this introduc-
tory session, I was able 
to appreciate the more 
the technical side of the 
game. There are different 
formations, extra rules, 
you can fake opponents 
out (looking one way and 
attempting to ‘tig’ the 

other) - and the speed, 
timing and synergy 
(please excuse that pre-
tentious word) required 
are very impressive. As 
the raider moves around, 
the defending team ebbs 
and fl ows attempting to 
engulf the raider; in that 
sense, it is synergistic.

Kabaddi as a sport 

originated from South 
Asia and, according to 
Wikipedia, accounts of 
Kabaddi appear in the 
histories of ancient India. 
Additionally, it’s the 

UK it is quickly growing 
in popularity, with more 
and more universities 
forming teams. Imperial 
Kabaddi in particular is 
extremely successful, with 
the Men’s and Women’s 
teams having won fi ve 
national championships 
between them.

What is perhaps most 
unique is that most people 
joining the club have never 
played before. There there 
are teams of different 
skill level meaning that 
it is really not at all as 
intimidating as it seems. 
Additionally, through the 
brief interactions I had 
with members, they are all 
lovely. It’s a very friendly 
club, and a very fun sport. 
If you enjoy contact sports 
and want to try something 
a little different, I implore 
you to try. Get in contact 
at @ickabaddiclub on 
Instagram or email at 
kabaddi@ic.ac.uk

SPORTS

Anne Soltow
ICGC Member

SPORTS

Imraj Singh
Sports Editor

Eyyyyy we be gliding // ICGC
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Womens team defending at a tournament // IC Kabaddi

“Imperial 
Kabaddi in 
particular are 
extremely 
successful, 
but not as 
intimidating 
as it seems”

national sport of Bangla-
desh. While it enjoys avid 
and widespread following 
in South Asia, it has a 
somewhat more of a cult 
following around the rest 
of the world. Within the 


