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Rumours have been circulating for some
time now to the effect that there is to be an
increase in the maintenance allowances paid
by the DSIR to graduates studying for a
higher degree. Whether this will come to any-
thing for a long time is doubtful. The Gov-
ernment’s policy, as witness the ridiculous
gambit of the “pay pause”, is to be as mean
as possible with its money, whatever the long-
term effects of this may be on the country
and its economy. Although we are short of
school-teachers, in some areas desperately so,
the Government cuts their pay increase and
the Minister of Education is reduced to beg-
ging mothers to return to teaching. In these
circumstances arguing that £400 a year is a
pitiful wage for a graduate aged up to
25, or that the country will need many more
scientists with higher degrees in the long run,
is unlikely to cut any ice.

At present the difference in remunerating be-
tween industry and study for a higher degree
is very marked and is discouraging many
graduates from staying on. Even allowing
for tax and holidays £400 a year at college
does not stand much chance against £750 in

—DSIR Grants Increase —

ANOTHER VICTIM OF THE

“PAY PAUSE”

industry. The casual labourer and the grad-
uates staying on get £8 per week and the
graduate in his first year in industry gets £11
to £13. Third year students should bear this
in mind when deciding what they are going
to do next year. And if you do reject the idea
of staying on for financial reasons, why not
write to the DSIR and tell them so? Other
ways in which we can get the Government
to move itself is by writing to our M.P.s, per-
haps suggesting that they asked a question
on the subject. The House might be inter-
ested to know, for example, when the present
figure of £400 was fixed and how much the
cost of living has gone up since then; some
Government departments may also be able
to compare the average pay for an honours
graduate in industry with the average allow-
ance for graduates still studying. £400 is the
London allowance only; students at provinc-
ial Universities get only £340.

Unless we do something of this nature the
only thing we can look forward to from the
present Government will be the 2d. off the
price of beer that will precede the General
Election by a month or so.

Dec 8th —The Facts

The Swimming Gala at the ULU Pool was
the best-attended for several vears and the
result was a win for Guilds with Mines sec-
ond and RCS third. After the Gala a large
number of IC students packed out the ULU
Bar, next door to which is the Concert Hall.
The University Gilbert and Sullivan Society
were producing Princess Ida there that ev-
ening and we were therefgre asked not to sing
until the performance was over. Despite re-
peated requests not to start singing from ULU
officials and some IC students a large pro-
portion of those in the Bar were soon in full
song and eventually the Bar was closed.

The disgruntled singers moved on to the
Marlborough, the nearest pub., and packed
that out, those who could not get in causing
a mild disturbance outside meanwhile. Traf-
fic was held up for a short while and one
or two dustbins were rolled across the road,
though these were picked up later by IC
students. Inside the Marlborough the atmos-
phere was rowdy, but no damage to furn-
iture etc., was evident.

After two police cars had stopped outside
the pub for a short while the police arrived
in force, both uniformed and plain clothes.
Several entered and an inspector announced
that the landlord had asked for the pub to
be cleared: the constables started pushing
everyone out without any ceremony. though
some students were allowed to finish their
drinks. The police appeared to be arresting
students quite arbitrarily and some at one
stage were picking up every third one leav-
ing the pub. Students were also arrested out-
side and in Tottenham Court Road.

A total of 42 students were finally arrested
and appeared before Clerkenwell Magistrates
next morning. All were persuaded by a some-
what dubious arguement on the police’s part
to plead guilty. All were fined £2 for Insult-
ing Behaviour and two students got an extra
£2 for Obstructing the Police. The Magistrate
gave a short lecture of the sort that we have
come to expect, and the Press reported the
occasional fully.

IAESTE
L Conference —

The 15th Annual Conference of the Inter-
national Association for the Exchange of
Students for Technical Experience was held
this year at Imperial College from January
7th to the 11th. President of the Union, Si
Lyle, and another members of the council
were hosts in the Union on the 7th at the
opening reception for the delegates and ob-
servers from various countries participating
in LAE.S.T.E. The conference was officially
opened on Monday by the Rector, Sir Pat-
rick Linstead, who is the President of
TAESTE (UK. Sir Patrick welcomed the

, delegates and observers to the College and

explained how pleased the College was to
have the annual conference here again, Mr
E. Le-Q. Herbert, who was acting as chair-
man of the opening session, announced that
the conference had appointed the Rector
President of the Conference. He then introd-
uced the General Secretary of IAESTE, Mr.
R.A. Beijer of Sweden. Mr. Beijer gave a
brief resume of the association’s activities
since its founding 15 years ago here at Im-
perial College, and pointed out that since
that time, the association has exchanged ap-
proximately 60,000 students. Following the
opening session the conference got underway
with Prof. W.D. Wright, professor of Tech-
nical Optics, Chairman of the TAESTE (UK)
Executve Committee in the chair.

On Monday evening the observers and de-
legates were the guests of Sir Patrick and
Lady Linstead at a dinner held in Avyrton
Hall. On Tuesday evening the Lord Mayor
of London and the Lady Mavoress received
the conference delegates at the Mansion
House. On Wednesdav evening the Director
General of the British Council. Sir Paul
Sinker, was host at a reception held at the
British Council.

The conference was officially ended on -
Thursday with the announcement that Dr
K. Wyneken of Germany had been elected
General Secretary and that two more coun-
tries had been admitted, making a total of
31 countries taking part in the Association.
Delegates from 23 of these countries were
present at the conference.

‘On Thursday afternoon, the delegates and
observers went on a bus tour of London,
guided by a Scotsman, Findlay McPherson.
Following the bus tour, some of the delegates
and observers joined the Union Executive for
an informal evening of discussion,

The conference, having completed nearly
all the items of discussion, was deemed a suc-
cess and much credit must be given to its
Chairman, Professor Wright and to one of
its chief organisers, Mr. Nefby, for their
tasks well done.




Cupid
fails again

PRESIDENT OF ICWA
REJECTS PROPOSAL

SPECIAL REPORT
from Felix’s Man at Large in Life,
WILLIAM PUKEY

I can reveal exclusively to Felix that at
a reception held in the Mansion House re-
cently the President of ICWA. Miss Carolyn
Russell was proposed to by a Dutch gentle-
man, after only fifteen minutes conversation.
They had never met previously. However,
Carolyn was equal to the situation. Blush-
ing only ever-so-slightly she refused in her
most charming manner.

SENNET STAFF CHANGES

Paul Masterman, a Birkbeck College stud-
ent who has worked on the Eveninig Stand-
ard’s Student Supplement, has been appointed
Editor of Sennet, the University Union news-
paper. Peter Martin is the new Managing
Director. Sennet’s sales in this College are
about 450 per week.

NEW COLLEGE SECRETARY

The Governing Body have appointed Mr.
M. J. Davies, CM.G., O.BE.,, B.A, form-
erly of the Overseas Civil Service, to be Sec-
retary of the College ond Clerk to the Gov-
ernors, Mr. Davies took up his duties at the
beginning of this term

FELIX

SKIFFY
SURVEY

TO ALL LEFTHANDED STUDENTS

During the next week, Felix is sponsoring
a survey of Lefthanded Students at 1.C., to
help prove or disprove recent theories that
many lefthanded people have a tendency to-
wards the sciences. This has only become ap-
parent during the last few years owing to
the discontinuation of the practise of forcing
naturally lefthanded children to write with
their right hand. In connection with this sur-
vey we would be grateful if all lefthanded
students and any interested righthanded stud-
ents for comparison, would come to Com-
mittee room A on Tuesday 23rd Jan. between
1 and 2 p.m. to answer a simple, question-
aire, (about which hand they use for games
etc.) or if this is not possible, to write to
‘The Lefthanded Survey’ c/o Penny Wil-
liams, Felix, via the Union Rack, stating
where and when they can be contacted.

IT’S A GIRL

Congratulations to Ken and Carole Weale
on the birth of a baby girl. The child weighed
71b.20z. at birth and all three are reported
to be doing fine. Dr. Weale is the Union’s
Honorary Treasurer and Carole is a. secret-
ary in the Aeronautics Department.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Towards the end of last term the Imperial
College Choir gave their annual Christmas
Toncert in Queen Alexandra’s House. With
Dr. EH. Brown conducting, the Choir sang
with great gusto and were obviously enjoy-
ing themselves as much as the audience. The
Choir’s salesmanship was not quitel equal to
their singing; there were several empty seats,
which is unusual for this concert.

Excerpts from Bach’s Christmas Oratorio
were followed by a medley of carols, The per-
formance was spoilt by a lack of balance in
the hastily improvised R.C.M. orchestra.
However, the concert was well worth going
to.
The choice of carols showed a welcome
lIack of hackneyed favourites, All the same,
however, it might be better if the audience
were asked to sing carols which they are like-
ly to know.

LN.G.

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Mines President John

Fairfield - and Brenda who announced their
engagament over the vacation.

g

Phycology?

For the benefit of P.G.’s and those students
who actually come back early, and who
wondered who or what the h-ll the PHYCO-
LOGICAL SOCIETY was doing at I.C. in
the week before the beginning of term; Stan,
the Union Porter explains that it is for the
study of Algae (any the wiser?). Stan has a
little anecdote about all this. Apparently some
dear lady came in and asked him where the
Phycological Society was meeting he, think-
ing she had an impediment in speech, pleaded
ignorance. When another delegate asked the
same question, Stan thought that perhaps
there was a society for these people with
speech impediments, and again pleaded ignor-
ance. But when a third person came in and
also asked for the Phycological Society, poor
Stan gave in, and after detailed investigations,
found out what it was really all about.

COMING EVENTS

NEXT FORTNIGHT

FRIDAY 19th
1. Film Society, 7.00 p.m. — Concert Hall
Hitchcock — “To Catch a Thief”.
2. Comus Club Dinner — Union Dining
Hall — 7.30 p.m.
SATURDAY 20th
1. Hockey Club Hop — Concert Hall.
2. Full Moon,
3. Rugby — I.C. vs, Aberystwyth — Har-
lington — K.O. 2.30 p.m.
4. U.L. Society of Change-Ringers Annual
Annua] Dinner — Ayrton Hall — 7.30
pm.

SUNDAY 21st
1. Rugby — I.C. vs. London Hospital —
K.O. 2.30 pm. — Venue?
WEDNESDAY 24th
1. UL. Rugby Club — 2nd Round —
CEM. — Away K.O. 2.30 p.m.
THURSDAY 25th
1. Swimming Club Dinner — U.D.H.
FRIDAY 26th
1. Il?.lr}‘]g]ineer’s Dance — U.D.H. & Concert
SATURDAY 27th
1. Rugby — L.C. vs. Wasp’s Vandals —
Sudbury — K.O. 2.30 p.m.

SUNDAY 28th
1. Felix Make-up — Press Room — 11.00
am. to ?
H. Karnak Ltd
NEW BOOKS
SECONDHAND BOOKS
and now . . . PAPERBACKS

Visit our new paperbacks shop at 56,
Gloucester Road, where a comprehensive i
technical and

selection of general

scientific paperbacks are on display.

56-58, GLOUCESTER ROAD, S.W.7.







