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Behind the Facebook-ready vistas and the vintage cars, there’s an unsettling truth at the heart 
of Cuban society and politics.

COMMENT

!"##$%&'"#
!"##$%&'()*&$)

74%()-"(4'48%9(10%
0:% ,15';$:% -1%
!"#$% -,'/% :)$(<%
=% '00);'$-)5:%

81-% -1% >1(?% 0$?'48% $%
/,'4:% 4)>% @,1-1% $5#"0%
91(% $55% -,1/)% A$2)#11?%
9(')4;/% 1"-% -,)()% >,1.;%
@(1#$#5:% ($-,)(% =% ;';4.-B%
C)315"-'14$(:% DE"$()% '/%
'4%-,)()<%51-/%19%@$50%-())/<%
$4;%)3)4% -,$-%01/-%25'2,F%
19%'0$8)/*%$%,1551>);G1"-%
@'4)$@@5)%>'-,% $% /-($>% '4%
'-% H% $/% -1% '4;'2$-)% -,'/% '/%
41% 1(;'4$(:% @'4)$@@5)B%
I55% 3)(:% @'2-"()/E")% H% $/%
!"#$4%$/%'-%8)-/B%J1>)3)(<%
$/%'/%$5>$:/%-,)%2$/)%>'-,%
/12'$5% 0);'$% /4$@/<% -,)%
$5#"0% '/% $4% $'(#("/,);%
@1(-($:$5% 19% 0:% ,15';$:%
$4;%#:%)K-)4/'14%19%!"#$B%
L"2,%5'?)%C$"5%!$/-(1%$4;%
A';)5% #)91()% ,'0<% =% 0$?)%
/"()%:1"%145:%/))%-,)%#)/-%
#'-/B%

+,$-%>)%$2-"$55:%/$>%
#):14;% -,)% ,1-)5% >$/%
$% 21"4-(:% "42,$48);%
91(% ;)2$;)/B% I% @5$2)% /1%
/-))@);% '4% 41/-$58'$% '-%
4)3)(% -,1"8,-% -1% 511?%
91(>$(;B%I4;%$0';/-% -,)%
/0'5'48% 9$2)/% -,)()% >$/%
-,)% /)4/)% -,$-% 41-% $55% '/%
('8,-%'4%@$($;'/)B%

I>$:% 9(10% -,)% )$(/%
19% ,1-)5% 0$4$8)(/<% 1"(%
8"';)% )K@5$'4);% -1% "/%
,1>% !15;% +$(G)($% ($G
-'14'48% '/% /-'55% '4% @5$2)%
91(% !"#$./% ()/';)4-/B%
74)% 2,'2?)4% 5)8% @)(%
014-,<% 41% #))9% H% -,$-./%
145:% 91(% -1"('/-/B%M1%?'55%
$% 21>% '55)8$55:% ()/"5-/%
'4% -,)% /$0)% @)4$5-:% $/%
0"(;)(<%-,)%()/1"(2)/%$()%
-,$-% /2$(2)B% J)% >)4-% 14%
-1% -$5?%$#1"-% -,)%2151"(G
9"5%25$//'2%2$(/%H%$%()/"5-%
19% $42')4-% )21410'2%
/$42-'14/% >,'2,% 0$;)%
#":'48% 4)>% 2$(/% 3'(-"G

$55:% '0@1//'#5)B%M,):.()%
41-%N"/-%$%E"'(?:%9)$-"()<%
-,):.()% $% ()0'4;)(% -1%
()/';)4-/%19% -,)%/-$84$4-%
)21410:B

M,)%4)K-%;$:%>)%>)()%
;('3)4% -1% J$3$4$% '4%
14)% 19% -,)/)% 15;% ()5'2/<%
$2210@$4');% #:% $41-,)(%
0)0#)(% 19% ,1-)5% /-$99% H%
@()/"0$#5:% /1% -,$-% >)%
;';4.-%/-($:%-11%9$(%9(10%
-,)%-1"('/-%(1"-)/B%J)%-15;%
"/% $#1"-% ,1>%>14;)(9"5%
!"#$% '/<% ,1>% $>9"5%
O485$4;% /1"4;/<% $4;%
>,:% '-./% 41-% /1% #$;% -,$-%
,)%2$4.-%5)$3)%-,)%'/5$4;B%%
I9-)(%$%#'-%01()%@(1#'48%
14% -,'/% "4)K@)2-);%
()0$(?% ,)% )5$#1($-);*%
$@@$()4-5:% !"#$% ;1)/%
41-% @)(0'-% '-/% ()/';)4-/%
-1% 5)$3)% "45)//% -,):% $()%
81'48% 91(% #"/'4)//% 1(%
$41-,)(% 199'2'$5% ()$/14P%
)3)4% -,)4% -,)()./% 41%

,)5@%-,)0%81%14%,15';$:<%
/))% 9$0'5:% )5/)>,)()% '4%
-,)% >1(5;<% 1(% /'0@5:% -1%
)/2$@)%-1%$%4)>%5'9)B

M1% )/2$@)% '/% -,)% 5$/-%
-,'48%01/-% /"4G>1(/,'@G
'48<% >,'-)% /$4;G2,$/'48%
-1"('/-/% -,'4?% 14% $(('3$5%
-1%!"#$B%Q"-%$/%$%()/';)4-%
'-./% )$/:% -1% "4;)(/-$4;%
>,:*% $/';)% 9(10% -,)'(%
5$2?% 19% 9());10% !"#$4/%
0"/-% 214-)4;% >'-,% -,)%
2("0#5'48%#"'5;'48/%$4;%
'49($/-("2-"()P% -,)% /-$-)%
1>4);% MR% 2,$44)5/<%
-,)% ()/-('2-);% >'9'% $4;%
'4-)(4)-% $22)//P% 15;% 2$(/%
/@)>'48% 1"-% 81;% ?41>/%
>,$-<% 2,1?'48% "@% -,)%
/-())-/B% M,)'(% >1(5;%
9$01"/% ,)$5-,% 2$()% '/%
()0$(?$#5)% 214/';)('48%
-,)% 5'0'-);% ()/1"(2)/<%
#"-% )3)4% '4% -,'/% ;)@$(-G
0)4-% -,)()% 5')%@(1#5)0/<%
>'-,%91()'84)(/%$4;%C$"5%

!$/-(1./% '44)(% 2'(25)%
"/'48% 14)% /)-% 19% 9$2'5'G
-')/% $4;% )3)(:#1;:% )5/)%
,$3'48%-1%"/)%$41-,)(B

J)()% :1"% 8)-% -,)%
/)4/)% -,$-% -,)% >1(5;% '/%
@$//'48%#:%$4;%@)1@5)%'4%
!"#$% $()% ,)5@5)//% -1% ;1%
$4:-,'48% $#1"-% '-B% STU%
>$/%;1>4%VBWX% '4%YVZ[%
$4;% :)-% -,)% 2100"4'/-%
813)(40)4-%/-'55% 511/)4/%
'-/% -'8,-% 214-(15% 14% -,)%
0$(?)-/%$-%$%/4$'5./%@$2)B%
7"-% 19% $% @1@"5$-'14% 19%
ZZBZ%0'55'14%145:%\]B]X%
,$3)% $22)//% -1% '4-)(4)-<%
0)$4'48% -,)%0$N1('-:% 19%
-,)%@1@"5$-'14%$()%1"-%19%
-,)%511@%>'-,%$4:%2"(()4-%
$99$'(/% 41-% #(1$;2$/-%
#:% #'$/);% /-$-)G1>4);%
0);'$B%I/%$%()/"5-%19%/"2,%
()/-('2-'14/% !"#$4/% $()%
/-"2?%'4%-,)%ZW[V./<%#1-,%
)21410'2$55:% $4;% @/:G
2,1518'2$55:<% >,'5)% -,)%

41-,'48%2,$48)/B^
D10)% >'55% $5>$:/%

"@,15;%!"#$%$/%$%/12'$5G
'/-%01;)5%19%9$'(4)//%$4;%
5'#)($-'14% 9(10% -,)% 2$@G
'-$5'/-% 0$2,'4)B% L$:#)%
=.0% >(148% '4% /$:'48%
'-./% 41-B% U)1@5)% '4% !"#$%
$()% )E"$5<% =% /"@@1/)B%
OE"$55:% ;1>4G-(1;;)4<%
)E"$55:%9("/-($-);%H%9("/G
-($-);%#:%-,)%@13)(-:<%-,)%
;)2$:<% -,)% /-$84$-'14B%
Q"-% $#13)% $55% #:% -,)'(%
5$2?% 19% 9());10<% -,)%
$2E"'/'-'14% 19% >,'2,%
>'55% $5>$:/% 1"-/,'4)%
014)-$(:% )E"$5'-:% $/% $%
,"0$4% 4));B% I9-)(% $55<%
,$3)% :1"% )3)(% ,)$(;% 19%
$4% '40$-)% /$-'/9');% >'-,%
5'9)%#),'4;%#$(/%#)2$"/)%
19%"4'91(0%@1(-'14% /'_)/%
'4% -,)% 2$4-))46% =% ;1"#-%
'-<%)3)4%'9%-,)'(%@('/14%'/%
$%-(1@'2$5%@$($;'/)B

You might like vintage cars, but what about communist rule? // Flickr/Pedro Szekely

“Amidst the 
smiling faces 
there was the 
sense that not 
all is right in 
this tropical 
paradise”
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“People in 
Cuba are 
equal. Equally 
down-trodden, 
equally 
frustrated by 
the poverty”
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Integer factorisation

Algorithms

Probability

Algebra

Number theory

Combinatorics

Numerical analysis 

If you’re a motivated mathematics undergraduate, this paid 
summer scheme offers you the chance to apply your skills in 
a unique environment. Alongside other students, you’ll be 
working on one of a wide range of real projects with real 
impact. You could fi nd yourself researching and assessing 
a cryptographic algorithm, analysing complex systems or 
developing a new statistical tool for novel data sets. 

You’ll have the chance to collaborate with some of the fi nest 
mathematical minds in the country, working to solve what 
others consider unsolvable. In just nine weeks, you’ll learn new 
mathematics, develop new skills and discover that you can 
achieve more than you ever imagined.

To fi nd out more and apply, visit www.gchq-careers.co.ukMake a complex world yours

FRESH THINKING. WITH THE FINEST 
MATHEMATICAL MINDS. 
A summer well spent.
Maths and Cryptography Students
Cheltenham
£19,861 pro rata
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Let Felix Books’ Andrada Balmez take you through her top picks for autumnal reads, from classic horror to science-
!ction that eschews traditional genre tropes

Adulthood is a Myth, by Sarah Andersen

Never Let Me Go, by Kazuo Ishiguro

Salem’s Lot, by Stephen King

Illunimae, by Andy Kaufman and Jay Kristo"

I know  you are stuck in between two 
assignments and three textbooks to read, so 
you de!nitely don’t have a lot of time to lose 
reading ‘for pleasure’, but I think that you can 

!nd !ve minutes here and there to realise that 
you are not the only one who has problems being 
an adult. 

This is a not-so-serious book about a very serious 
problem we all have to deal with now, narrated 

in a very attractive way: graphic novel! Dealing 
from problems ranging from “Getting dressed” to 
“Dating”, there’s de!nitely a short comic that will 
make you realise you are not alone into this! And 
yes, you’ve probably seen one of these comics on 
Tumblr at some point, but this book brings them 
all together in a book you can rely on to lighten 
up your ‘Oh, no, I am failing my life!’ days.

Ishiguro’s work is intense and intriguing – 
I’d dare say impeccable in this story about 
humanity who seems to be just a concept that 
can only apply between ‘normals’ or between 

‘donors’, but not between the two groups. This 
book deals with so many hard questions that 
it would be useless to start writing them down 
here and, more importantly, it will make you !nd 
di"erent views no one has noticed before. No 
wonder he won this year’s Literature Nobel! 

The social alienation, the cultural norm, the 
connection between sex and love and illness are 
told in a conversational tone so that if you want, 
you could just pretend you are having a chat with 
your friend over a cup of tea. And, if you want, 
you can pretend it’s just a work of science !ction 
that doesn’t raise any questions. This book gives 
you a lot of options and this is why it’s so damn 
great! Stop reading this article and start reading 
this book!

Halloween is coming and this means… 
perfect time for one of those horror 
novels that everyone is praising! Yes, 
you’ve guessed: the perfect time of the 

year for some Stephen King! My recommendation 
for a horror book is Salem’s Lot which, I know, is 
not the most popular of his books, but it’s the only 
one that gave me nightmares. 

The classic vampire story manages to be scary 

not due to an unexpected turn of events or 
amazing actions you’ve never heard of before, 
but due to the vivid descriptions. King is de!nitely 
a master of description that can bring to life 
anything, no matter how impossible it seems. 
Read this and you’ll be there for Ben Mears, Straker 
and Barlow. Or, if you think vampires are too last 
season, you can try It as the movie just came out. 

This was one of the best books I’ve read 
this year and I plan on re-reading it before 
the last book in the trilogy comes out – 
so complex I have no idea where to start 

from. This book seems so super!cial at !rst sight 
– you can read it as a nice science-!ction, but you 
can, again, see so many faces of humanity in the 
story that it will make you think twice. It might 

lack some style for the fancier reader who doesn’t 
want to be seen reading YA, but it compensates 
in form – the story is told as a dossier that follows 
Kady and Ezra and, my favourite character, the AI 
system. If you don’t trust me when I say that this 
is this decade’s space odyssey, just go to a library 
and open the volume – you’ll be intrigued enough 
to want to read it and then you’ll say I was right.
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And Andrada Balmez is back to guide you through some of the best books coming out in the next few months, 
including a return 

Normally I don’t ! nd this kind of books 
fascinating – I sometimes add them 
to my to-be-read (TBR) list, but they 
just stay there forever. However, this 

book has something… probably the parents 
who abandon their daughter in the middle of a 
hurricane, the undertone of racism, the tragedy 
that is actually unavoidable. 

The Floating World claims to be a book about 
grief, but in the same time, about so much 
more and, honestly, the reason this is on my 
TBR list is the mysteries behind Cora who, in the 
description, seems to be a magical creature who 
has more power of destruction in her family than 
the hurricane itself. 

We all grew up with His Dark Materials 
and we loved them – or at least, 
I did. I know that some people 
might claim that it’s time to grow 

up and move over children’s ! ction, but, oh, you 
must admit that Pullman’s books are so much 
more than ‘for children’. 

I must admit that I wasn’t expecting him to 
come out with another book set in this universe, 

but now I cannot wait to get my hands on it – 
ASAP, please! I mean, a book about Lyra, claiming 
to explore more about the Dust (for those of you 
who don’t remember: elementary particle that 
connect humans to their daemon – you should 
learn more about it in chemistry lectures!) Oh, 
and if you wonder, La Belle Sauvage is the name 
of a boat which increases this story’s potential by 
at least three times. 

The Floating World, by C. Morgan Babst 
(October 17th)

The Book of Dust – Volume One La Belle Sauvage, by Philip Pullman 
(October 19th)

Ok, maybe there are too many books on 
this list that are just new publications 
from authors I’ve read and loved, but 
do you remember The Martian? Andy 

Weir is great when it comes to setting situations 
in space  – so great that you start wondering 
when did whatever-he-is-talking-about happen 

because you missed the news. So, yes, I expect 
Artemis – the ! rst and only city on the moon – to 
be a very realistic location that will make me start 
saving money for my ! rst holiday there, even if it 
isn’t the best place if you are not eccentrically rich, 
apparently. Yes, some bits of it sound like a cliché, 
but I hope it will live to the expectations.

T he Vegetarian was quite a sensation last 
year, wasn’t it? I think everyone was 
talking about it at some point and now, 
there’s time for another Han Kang book. 

If I am to be honest, The Vegetarian was not the 
best book in the world, but it was quite interesting 
and the way Kang tells the story is quite catchy. 

However, the real reason you should look out 
for this book has nothing to do with previous 
publications, but with its topic. This book tells the 
story of an older sister that never actually lived, 
as she died soon after birth. I mean, from the 
short description I’ve read, this book has a lot of 
potential. A lot!

Artemis, by Andy Weir
(November 14th)

The White Book, by Han Kang
(November 2nd)
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We’re looking for up to three students to help out the ICU Systems 
team on a casual basis to manage the Student Club, Society and 
Project (CSP) web servers.

The time required each week will be small, though we would expect 
a regular commitment so we are able to answer and solve requests 
within a couple of days. The roles are flexible and the post holders will 
be able to work remotely, though we would expect occasional hours to 
be performed on site in the ICU office. 

Visit our website to get more info and to apply.

Share your knowledge in STEM and inspire the future generation of 
scientists! Applications are open to become a STEM-subject tutor in a 
local public school, tutoring students from primary school all the way 
up to senior year. Tutors are asked to dedicate 1-3 hours of their time 
weekly, usually on Wednesday afternoons. Register your interest for 
Pimlico Connection and register for and attend a Briefing session and 
make sure to be available for mandatory training on Wednesday 25 
October from 12:30-16:00.

Nominations closed this Thursday, 12 October, so
the time has come for you to vote! You have from 
12:01 PM on Monday 16 October to 11:59 PM 
Friday 20 October to cast your vote so go visit 
imperialcollegeunion.org/vote and make sure
you have your say! 

2017 marks the 30th anniversary of Black History Month. Here at 
Imperial, we’ve already had an inspirational Q&A with award-winning 
rapper, political activist and poet, Akala, and we've got plenty more to 
come. Keep checking the Black History Month page on our website as 
we update it with more events coming up.
















