
NEWSPAPER OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE UNION

ELIA
NO, 161 _ “FRIDAY 5th MAY, 1961 ~ Price 4d.

CROSS COUNTRY CLUB'S
FINE ACHIEVEMENT —

Land’s End to John O’ Groats Relay in 99 hours 14. minutes

This relay follows any route between

Lands End and John O’Groats that. does

not involve the use of 4 ferry, The I.C.

attempt was organised in much the same

way as the one last year by the Univer-

sity Cross Country Club which was un-

successful. The eight runners were div-

ided into four teams of two, each team

‘being in a seperate vehicle: Every team

had to run twenty miles in stage

lengths chosen to suit the individuals con-

cerned, then eat, drive on sixty miles to

their next take-over point, and sleep

‘there for the rest of the eight-hour cycle

until it was time to run again. Ine

itially the intention was to keep to a tem

m.p.h. schedule, which would have

‘ allowed us to just break the record of
87 hr. 26 m. held by Cambridge Univer-

sity.

The. vehicles left Garden Hall in the

early afternoon of Tuesday April 4th for

_ Bodmin, where camp was made for the:

night in torrential rain. On the way there

‘Keith Wall’s Dormobile had an argument

with a bank of earth near Bodmin, losing

its nearside door in the process.

The vehicles moved up to their respect-

ive first take-over points next morning,

and John Cleator started to run from

Land’s End Hotel at 11.00 a.m. The

weather became fine for the start and re-

mained so for some time. With a helpful

following wind we kept well ahead of

schedule across the hills of Cornwall and
Devon, but, at midnight, Ted Wilkins

and George Turner got lost in the minor

“roads between Credition and Tiverton,.

resulting in a loss of thirty minutes.

As Bristol was approached, on Thurs-

day morning, Chris James developed

sickness and a bad leg, so Dave Colvin,

one of the two reserves allowed, relieved
him. While he was being brought up to

do this John Collins had to run a ten-

and-a-half mile leg, and James had to

stagger along’ for five miles. Continued
rain which lasted for sixteen hours, had

-set in at this stage.

With 240 miles done, beyond Glou-
cester, other injuries became apparent.

Both Cleator and Jeff Greenleaf had

strained knees, and they had to be as-:

sisted by Dick Burt, who volunteered to

act as reserve at the Jast moment in place

of Alan Hooker, who had hurt his foot in

an accident while travelling down to

Eands End. Ted Willkins and Pete
Warren were having foot trouble, but
George Turner, Dave Hammond and John
rr were running well and continued

O so.

At Warrington Dave Gilbert joined us to
act as a driver. There we were treated.
to the sight of him standing in the road
fholding the door of a Dormobile being
driven away by Jim Bernard! String was
used #o tie it on again,

COLLINS AT THE FINISH

On Friday morning Collins and Colvin
ran up Shap Melk (1,300 ft) and the
Scotish Border was reached that after-

noon, four hours behind schedule. A new

casuafitly was Roger Hedge, one pf the

drivers, who had to pay a short visit to

hospital, suffering from extreme exhaust-

ion, We had then done 560 miles, and
were well over half way, and the weather

was much improved.

The hilly countryside was tackled relat-

ively easily, Collins and Colvin having
the worst climb — Beattock. Unfortunat-

ely, very early on Saturday morning, in
freezing conditions, James and Wilkins

; Burt (54).

got badly lost in a new road system near
Lanark, resulting in a loss of two-and-

a-half hours, and putting us 74 hours be-

hind schedule.

On Saturday morning Hammonds, Burt

and Greenleaf very successfully tackled

an extremely hilly 40 mile detour in the
Loch Tay area, which saved 11 miles.

but involved one climb to 1,700 ft., and
several others to 1,100 ft. from 500 ft.

After this Collins and Colvin climbed
the 1,500 ft. Drumochter Pass, and we

had then gone further than U.L.C.C.C.

did last year. -

The last mountainous 299 miles were

completed on Saturday afternoon and

night, and Sunday morning in bitteriv

cold weather with pouring rain and gaie

force winds. In spite of this all nine run-

ners did well, and when the stage lengths

were reduced for an 80 mile long ‘‘sprint’’ '
to finish, the scheduled speed was again

maintained. Collins, after running 110

miles, did one of. his last miles in five

m'nutes, and he frequently, exceeded 15

m.p.h. downhill. We reached John 4
O’Groats Hotel at 2.14 p.m. on Sunday, .

99 hr. 14m. after starting, and everyone

was still running strongly.

Much eredit for this achievement is due ,

to the crew.of the fifth vehicle who cooked :

a meal for five people, in all conditions,

every twenty miles, and who had pratic-

ally no rest.

Teams, with distances run, were:

A. John Cleator. (68) and Jeff Greenleaf

(100)
Dave Fearn and Jim Bernard: hired

' Bedford Dormobile.

B. John Collins (116) and Chris James’

(56)
Tom Potts and Dave Gilbert: Tom

Potts’ Standard Vanguard.

C. Ted Wilkins (105 and George Turner

(99)
Roger Hedge and Alistair Treen:

Sy hired Ford van.
D. Dave Hammonds (105) and Pete

Warren (90)

Keith Wall and Alan Hooker: Keith

Walls’ Bedford Dormobile.

. Cooking yehicle: Chris Neat, Andrew

Somoggi and Frank Maslem: Chris

Neat’s Vauxhall 12.

Reserves: Dave Colvin (72) and Dick

|
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COMPETITION TICKETS

Please return all sold or partially sold

competitian books to the stall situated
in the quad. by Friday, May 12th. Re-

member to return A LL books otherwise

the people you have sold the tickets to

- will not be eligable as the counterfoils

for their tickets will not be entered into

the competition.
Thank you for your efforts in selling

these tickets. Your efforts have been
greatly appreciated as the competition

will undoubtedly be one of: the.,major

sources of our contribution to the Oxford ~
Committee for Famine Relief.

Carnival-type stickers are available at the
Information desk for mopeds, lorries,

magic carpets, satellites... Well, how do
come, to College?

The Carnivalinformation desk, where you,

can buy. your tickets for all the Carnival

functions. They'll be happy to take in

your raffle, ticket counterfoils too.

}

CARNIVAL

HI from Sf,

Carnival week is now just around the
corner and undoubtedly by now you have

heard enough about what is going to
happen and are anxious to start the fest-
ivities, Festivities you wll have. Every

night starting, May 8th, there will be
some form of. entertainment or amuse-
ment taking place. The actual functions,

times and places are shown elsewhere

on this page. These should provide a

week of gaiety, and I am looking forward

+ te meeting you at these events.

I would like to take this oppurtunity

to thank all of you who have helped with
the carnival by selling competition tickets,

building stalls and floats, serving re-

freshments, selling magazines, making

posters, or doing any of the many jobs

| that have contributed to this carnival.
Thanks again, amd Happy ‘Carnival.

A CARNIVAL RUN DOWN

Friday May 5th: ...

May Ball and Crowning of the Carnival

| Queen.

Monday May 8th:

Garden barbecue —admission free. Com-

mencing 8.00 p.m.

Barbecue and dance — fhe only cost

is the food you eat.

Tuesday May 9th:

Quad. Night — Balloon racing and tor-

toise racing starting af 8. p.m.

Wednesday May 10th:

Carnival Film Festival — ‘‘The Lavender -

Hill Mob’’ and ‘‘Gunfight at the O.K.

Corral’’ starting at 8.00 p.m.

Thursday May 11th:

Dramatie Society Festival — two one act

plays including the competition-winning

play. Starting at 8.00 p.m. Admission

2/6 only.

Friday May 12th:

CARNIVAL GRAND HOP’.—

8.00 p.m. till 12.0 p.m,

Two bands, prizes, nothing but true

light-hearted summer entertainment.

Admission: only 4/— single.

From

Saturday May 3th:

from Prinse Consort

Road at 1.30 p.m.

returning to Prince’s Gdns.
at 2.45 p.m.

Fete: Official opening at 3.00 p.m.

Aproximately 50 stalls of fun food and

frivolity.

Closing Dancer dance to the Jazz Band.

in Prince’s Gardens, Admission 2/6 only.

Procession: starting

There will be a bar in Prince’s Gardens.

continuous from 3.00 p.m. till 11,00 p.m.



2 ; FELIX

Editorial |

Comment

The Cross-Country Club are to be con-

gratulated most heartily on their very fine

achievement in running from Lands End
to John O’Groats in just over 99 hrs.

They are now one of the ten or so teams

which have completed the run, and their

time compares favourably with the record

when it ‘is considered that -Cambridge,

the holders, draw on a much larger stud-

ent body than do our club, and that their

runners were older and in the main more

experienced than ours. Lest any critics

should think that getting lost on the run

-jn inexcusable, it should be pointed out

that when it is dark, when both drivers

and runners are very tired, and when,

on top of this there are obscure diversions

due to road works to be negotiated, get-

ting lost is all too easy. We wish the Club
the best of luck in their next attempt on

the record.

Tonight is the start of Carnival Week.

This is the college’s effort to raise money

for a very good cause, the Oxford Com-

mittee for Famine Relief. It is your Car-
nival, and it is only by your efforts that
it will be a success. Elsewhere in this

issue are full details of all that is going
on during the Week, so take a rest. from

work and support your Carnival. Felix

wishes it every success.

Discerning readers will have noticed
that there are a larger number of photo-

graphs in this issue than average, This

is because you, our readers, did not write

sufficient articles. It is common at this

critjical stage in the academic year ‘for

some students to be so awed by the fact

that exams. are only ‘‘n’’ weeks away

(where ‘‘n’’ is agsmall and rapidly de-

creasing number) that they go into hib-

ernation and only reappear, pale and

wan, on the Awful Day fitself, with a

consequent dearth of Felix contributions.

We hope that you will postpone hibernat-

ion for a few weeks yet, and give us more

material.

; Literary :

: eta

It seems appropriate to reprint this odd
fragment of our heritage, first published

in 1950,

ODE TO SUMMER.

by Deby de Tees

‘Twas summer and eggs-harmpul sheats

Were stacked in pyalls on the flure

Full fortine labbryports and todo

And hydears ffure and ffure.

Attuch on showlder starkled me

‘And with musick beezarr

The seven deadly don’ts stepped out
From Lassie Leigh’s streetcar.

The first a sage undressed me thus
DON’T work miladd, but dooo

Support the Onion pray for eggzammes

In Coarse work u’ve no clew.

The second with cordbreeks so browne
A mishap wuss suss peeked

Don’t slack, old man, no time to waste.

Ts sheet ten, nine correct?

- A gladsome trio hustled up

- Don’t fritter time up here —

Coffee at Queenie’s is what you’ need,

We've all tutorial clear.

An old Centralion spoke up next

Now don’t neglect the Arts,

Do all your work, but row, dance, act.
Let Homer feed your hearts,

The Felix Editor was last
Don’t fail to give support,

If you don’t write a piece for us

Tt won’t be what it ought.

' ‘Twas summer and eggs-harmpul sheats

Were stacked in pyalls on the floor;

- Full fortirte labbryports todo

But this is all that came to mind.
.
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CARNIVAL QUEEN NOMINATION

CAROLE BEDRINGFIELD

Proposed by

J. Porter and J.D, Nunnington

Take a good look at the photograph.

Now take another look, and I am sure

you will agree that, at last, we have a

perfect choice for Carnival Queen. In 4

few lines it is impossible to do full justice

to this young lady’s merits, but here, for

your perusal are a few acts.

Carole is a first: year physicist with all

the qualifications needed to fill the de-

manding role of a succesful and attractive

Carnival Queen, During the short time

she has been at I.C. her charm has won

her many friends, and she has become

quite widely known among those who par-

ticipate in Union affairs.

Besides her obvious beauty and the sheen

of her crowning glory, Carole is endowned
-with a sparkling personality, a delight-

ful sense of humour, a modest and
happy disposition and boundless vitality.

After almost a year in what is essentially a

male college she has lost none of her charm.

Indeed, she has a way of achieving things

which is not at all forceful, but equally

as efficient and typically feminine. The

eloquence she displays when under duress, .

- aided by subtle use of her eyelashes,

would sway the most hardened.
fn adition to her social life, Carole

devotes much of her time and support to

IC. sport. She regularly plays hockey for
I.C. and last term was also placed in a

U.L, team. Her tennis has positions in

R.C.S. women’s and mixed teams. Added

to this she is at the top of the ICWA
table tennis ladder, plays badminton and
on occasions has even been seen wielding
a cue in the snooker room.

Her versatility does pot end there, As

an example of the “stunts to which she |

graciously subjects herself, our photo-
graph shows Carole riding a cow at the ©

base of the Albert Memorial.

There is surely no reasonable doubt as

to her suitability for Carnival Queen, If
you wish to prove the veracity of this

allegation, I humbly suggest you place

your vote with Carole Bedingfield and
your confidence will be well rewarded.

- CAROLE BEDRINGFIELD

KRYSTINA

‘JOYCE FOWLER

TERRY CLARKE

Carnival

Queen’s

in Review
No, Felix is not trying to rival Spick:

and Span in a rather prim way (what,

no Telephone Studies! No Towel Poses!) ;

these are the ICWArians from which the

Carnival Queen will be chosen at this

evening’s May Ball.

‘The Queen will be decided by a panel

of characters prior to the Ball and their
decision will be announced at the Ball.

PAM GREGORY

BEVERLY BRADFORD

ROSEMARY KERFOOT

| Letters to. the Editor
largely juveniles like your previous cor-Sir, oy

~ While I do not usually agree with the

use of your columns for inter-depart-

mental abuse, I feel one epistle in your

last issue (17th March) from a Mr. or
Mrs Mingo requires some comment.

Previous to the present session, the
population of the Union Snack Bar at

coffee and tea times was at least forty
_ percent ‘Biologists’. However, since -the
_ erection of the-inverted packing case op~

» posite the Uiion, the place has becéme
‘subject to invasions of Physicists —

respondent — many of whom are quiet,

clean and respectable.

Some however, are infested, with an-
unreasonable iritability for the normal|
conversation of those whose domain they

now share — even to the extent of wish-

ing to evict the inoffensive zoologists from

the Union and to replace their lively con-
versation by mumbling abusive remarks
‘about ‘Coulombs’ — which is a favourite

‘subject of theirs.

While wishing to correct the illusion|

that mosquitos are inactive in warm

places in the early Spring, I should sug-

gest that the best line of action is the
one already taken. .

It is a shame to contaminate good dis-

infectant, however, so I suggest the use

of ‘Parazone’ or ‘Harpic’ next time (but

not both together, since the chlorine gas
evolved might prove fatal to the other
inhabitants of your previous correspond-
ent’s lair, web or roost).

Yours sincerely, Bill Elliot

Zoology JI


