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Travel Editor

Oh Christmas lights, so Christmas-y

Discover the local spotlights of London’s Christmas suit with Yung Nam Cheah

From top left going clockwise: Selfridges Destination Christmas sign beaming out the festive vibes; Selfridges window display consisting of luxury products, gleaming in front of the
mystical moon; another window display at Selfridges depicting a golden web with a spinner - no doubt representing the Sleeping Beauty; glimpse of Somerset House completed with
Christmas tree through its archway entrance; The large baubles hanging on the ceiling of Covent Garden; decorated Oxford Street looking ever so Christmassy with the complimentary red
buses going up and down it all night. Photo: Vung Nam Cheah

time of the year again, and the
capital has already decked out for
the season.
From white fairy lights to giant
reindeer, there’s no end to what
London can dream up with.

It is getting to everyone’s favourite

Here’s some of my favourite.

Oxford Street

There’s nothing like the glittering
Christmas light on the shopping
streets to put you in the mood for
holiday shopping, especially in the

Winterwonderland viewed from the Serpentine, an illusion of peace and

serenity Photo: Yung Nam Cheah

long, dark winter nights. Chains of
circle bulbs have lined themselves up
and down this major retail runway,
with fairy lights wrapped around the
trees.

Selfridges Christmas display
With the theme this year being
Destination Christmas, the Selfridges
have really outdone themselves with
the otherworldly window display
that literally stop people on their
feet and draw their phones out for a
dozen photos. Each window seems to
beckons you closer, displaying a fairy
tale world like no other littered with
golden mannequins, beautiful dresses
and unique props glowing under the
coloured lighting. These gorgeous
scenes have become something more
like art then mere window display,
and it’s definitely worth going to
have a look before Oxford Street is
swamped with Christmas shoppers.

Covent Garden

Despite reusing the same display
every year, the enormous dangling
baubles hanging off the ceiling at

Covert Garden never cease to give
me a sense of wonder. The red and
silver bring a sense of festivities into
the warmly lit space, and there is a
delightful reindeer statue outside.
The rearing metal statue is adorned
with lights and riding on a Christmas
skate, with a scattered of presents

at its foot; if this doesn’t bring your
Christmas spirits out, I don’t know
what will.

Natural History Museum

Despite the fact that almost every
Imperial students who commute
walk past everyday, the scenic view of
the Natural History Museum is one
that I must mention. With the fairy
lights wrapped around the trees, the
merry-go-round and the ice-skating
rink with magnetic blue and purple
lighting cast over it all, it’s almost like
you are glimpsing a fairy world where
Christmas occur everyday.

Winter Wonderland

Whilst this popular attraction
hasn’t made it to my top 3 things to
do in London, there’s no denying

that this Christmas wonderland
offers plenty of photo opportunity.
When I say that, I just mean when
you are inside the park. The best view
of the place is from the south bank
of Serpentine, where you can see the
neon lights reflected on the water.

The metal statue of Reindeer
sparkling in the long nights of
Christmas. Rearing on a carte
ready to go. Photo: Yung Nam
Cheah
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A personal look at psychological abuse

An anonymous writer’s personal experience with emotional
abuse and the warning signs

ta friend’s house party last
week I met a couple that
brought back a few memories

T had hoped to keep locked up, and
now, huddled next to the radiator
in my otherwise arctic flat, I try to
write this for what seems like the
hundredth time. I want to write about
emotional abuse, its warning signs,
and illustrate this all with my own
experiences because looking back
now, I feel like had I known what
it was that was happening to me, [
would have got out of there much,
much earlier.

You don’t often hear people talk
about emotional abuse, and in part,

I think this is because sometimes
neither the victim nor the abuser
know it’s happening. Emotional
abuse is a series of harmful, repetitive
behaviours that slowly chip away

at the victim’s sense of self worth
and independence, making them
dislike themselves. I, unfortunately,
have experienced first hand what
it’s like to be in a relationship with

a manipulative and emotionally
abusive person, and am living proof
of how it can mess you up and leave
you a mere shadow of what you once
were. This is my story.

When I first started dating my
then partner, I was a fairly confident
person but he soon found a way to
find my every insecurity and dig at it
until I felt so horrible about myself
that I no longer wanted to be alive.
He was the first boyfriend I'd ever
had — having come from a strict
religious family, I wasn’t allowed to
date. This meant that from the get-go,
I'had to hide my relationship from
my parents because [ was convinced
they wouldn’t understand, and
that was the first thing I did wrong.
Initially, he insisted he wanted to
keep our relationship a secret from
our friends, because he wanted it
to just be between us, because that
would make it ‘more special’. The
thing about manipulators is that they
isolate you from others, and do it so
subtly that you don’t often notice it
happening until it’s too late. We’d
been dating for almost a month until
he decided to tell our close friends
in halls, and that was after another
friend of mine had expressed a desire
to go out with me, an offer that I had
denied. My boyfriend decided that it
was time for people to know, because
he didn’t want anyone else to think
I‘wasn’t his’. That should have been
the first red flag. What emotionally
manipulative and abusive people do
is try and make you so dependent
on them by isolating you from your
friends and family that you start to
believe they have some sort of claim
on you, and worse, that you want
them to have a claim on you.

"Emotional
abuse is a
series of
repetitive
behaviour
that slowly
chip away
at a person's
self eteem”

Next came the ruining of my
self esteem — it started subtly at
first, as these things do, with small
comments here and there. He would
mock me in front of our mutual
friends under the guise of ‘flirty
banter’, try and counter my every
point in group conversations and
often cut me off when I would try
and speak. When I would tell him,
in private, that his actions were
making me uncomfortable or upset,
he mock me for being over sensitive,
tell me to toughen up and learn to
take a joke and that he didn’t mean
to offend me. When we would go
out with a group of people that I
didn’t know, he never made any
effort to introduce me as anything
but his girlfriend, and by that
point, he had whittled down my self
confidence enough that I did not
want to participate in conversations
anymore in fear of being mocked or
cut off. As time went by, it started
to get less subtle. Whenever I would
tell a joke, he would tell me that it
wasn’t witty and would dismiss it,
and then repeat later in a different
group taking credit for it. A couple
of times, I called him out on it,
but he would claim that I was just
misremembering it and he had come
up with it on his own. He made me
doubt myself so much that I couldn’t
trust even my own memory after a
while. Now, these are all clear signs
of emotional abuse, when someone
makes you doubt yourself so much
that you no longer trust your own
memory, there should be warning
signs going off in your head.

Whenever I would mention that I
had a problem with how he treated
me, he would twist my words to
make it seem like I was being needy,
or childish, and make me feel
like I was overreacting. He would

"He would
twist my
words to
make it
seem like I
was being
needy or
childish and
that I was
overreacting”

make sure that I knew he was a great
boyfriend by buying me presents, and
constantly bring this up in arguments
to make sure I never forgot that
he obviously loved me and that I
shouldn’t put him under so much
stress when I know he’s so busy with
work. He would refuse to speak to me
until I apologised for overreacting.
If you’re with someone who makes
you think that the emotions you're
feeling due to something they’ve done
are in some way unjustified, then
that person is not worth being with. I
cannot stress this enough, it doesn’t
matter what the other person meant
by their comments or actions, if you
feel unsafe and bring this up, and
they then constantly try and make
you feel bad for feeling offended and
refuse to apologise, then they’re not a
very nice person.

Now, he was never physically
abusive towards me and honestly
it might have made it much easier
to get out of that relationship if he
had been. We’ve somehow been
conditioned to think of physical
and sexual abuse as being the only
‘legitimate’ types of abuse, which
means it cost me three years and
my mental health before I realised
that something was amiss and that it
wasn’t just me overreacting. Now, half
ayear later, after months of therapy
I’ve slowly come to notice the signs
and just wish someone had told me
about them sooner. So I guess that’s
what I’'m doing now. If any of these
situations seem familiar to you, then
it might be worth thinking long and
hard about your relationship (be it
with a partner, parent, or friend).

Thank you so much for sharing your
experiences with us. Please remember
that if you’re feeling under pressure, talk
to someone. Don’t suffer in silence. —
Section Editor

Welfare Editor || Diba Esbati & Chanon Wongsatayanont

Mental health
helplines
and resources

Ifyou are concerned
about your own mental
health, or that of a loved
one, there are people out

there you can talk to who
can give you advice, or will
be there to listen.

Samaritans (24 hr
helpline)
Phone: 08457 90 90 90
Website: www.
samaritans.org.uk

Anxiety UK
Phone: 08444 775774
(Mon-Fri 9:30-17:30)

Website: www.anxietyuk.
org.uk

No Panic
Phone: 0808 800 2222
(daily,10am-10pm)
Website: www.nopanic.
org.uk

Beat
Phone: 0845 6341414
(Mon - Thurs,1.30pm -
4:30pm)

Alcoholics Anonymous
Phone: 0845769 7555
(24 hour helpline)
Website: www.alcoholics-
anonymous.org.uk

Narcotics Anonymous
Phone: 03009991212
Website: www.ukna.org

Student Counselling
Service
Phone: 0207594 9637
e-mail: counselling@ic.ac.
uk

Imperial College Health
Centre
Telephone: 020 7584 6301
e-mail: healthcentre@
icac.uk

You can also go to your
academic or personal tutor
regarding pastoral issues,
especially if you think your
mental health might be
affecting your academic
performance.
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An unprecedented 15,000 students turn up to
General Meeting

General Meeting was held
A this week to discuss the state

of commercial services at
Imperial, and approximately 15,000
students turned up. The Meeting was
called to discuss, in no particular
order, the lack of air conditioning in
the library, the mice that are often
spotted running around the cafes
on campus, having to pay to get into
the Union and, a point apparently
thrown in for good measure “The
Imperial Ratio.”

The number of students that
turned up was unprecedented, and,
as such, the Union had to set up
a number of live streams of the
discussion across campus, with
students willingly piling into lecture
theatres across campus on a Monday
evening to have their say about the
issues that truly mattered to them.

With a General Meeting only
requiring 200 students to meet
quorum, the number of attendees in
this case meant quorum was met a
record breaking 45 times over.

The discussion started at half seven
on Monday evening, and continued
well into the night as reasoned
debate turned into impassioned
deliberation. At 1am, armed services

turned up to provide blankets,
liquids and other supplies for the
students who showed no sign of
tiring in complaining about the heat
on Level 4, the hygiene of the library
café, and how one in five students
still leave Imperial as virgins.

Said one mathematics student sat
in Blackett lecture theatre 1: “I just
don’t understand why the President
of College spends so much money on
getting us stuff like flying robot labs
or whatever but won’t even pay for
more desk fans or anything.

“I literally have to take shower
breaks during revision in the
summer if I can only find a seat
on the 5th floor.” Several hundred
people nodded in agreement, and
tens of people were heard to cheer.

A Biologist sat in the Great Hall,
which had the discussion streamed
through to a giant screen on stage,
said: “What I don’t get is how every
year I vote in that guy who promises
no more entry fees on a Friday, and
yet every year I find myself paying
£2.50 to enter Metric and listen
to some guy play a shitty itunes
playlist to an empty stage.” Applause
then followed for a deafening ten
minutes.

The crowds also extended down Exhibition Road, as thousands showed up to the GM to make their voice heard

Many were also congregated on
Queen’s Lawn, with another last
minute projector displaying the
debate on the side of the Queen’s
Tower.

During a particularly robust
debate on point 222.1.6b, “All the
decent looking girls do Biology,”
one EIE student said “I wish I had
been told that you actually have to
develop interpersonal skills whilst
at boarding school before coming to

Imperial.

“Apparently demanding girls to
make me sandwiches and calling
it banter doesn’t really make girls
find you attractive, but it took me
nearly all of first year to come that
conclusion.” A rare moment of
silence followed this statement, one
of the few of the Meeting, as people
seemed to quietly consider what he
said.

The meeting finally came to the

end Wednesday evening, as people
slowly left lecture theatres, seminar
rooms, cafes and meeting rooms
and moved towards Beit Quad to
queue up for ACC Sports night. As
they were leaving, many spoke to
Hangman and said it was good to
get the stuff that bothered them out
into the air like the whole entry fees
thing, but one student did say “It is
£9.50 to get in, which is annoying,
but I guess we do get four pints.”

Hundreds of students legitimately sign
unsecured online petition

angman is pleased to report
this week that, for once,
Imperial students have

seemingly rallied together and
displayed a sense of political prowess.
Over 600 students, clubs and societies
and even some sabbatical officers and
senior members of staff have signed
the ACC Rugby petition.

The petition was posted online
earlier this week in a bid to record
support for their Club Captain that is
facing potential expulsion from his
role.

The petition, in its sheer brilliance
and simplicity, allows anyone with
any Imperial login to sign up, and
students from every edge of campus
and beyond have been apparently
queuing up to show their support.

No password or email confirmation
is necessary; you can enter almost
random combinations of letters and
numbers and they will manifest
themselves into a codified Imperial
login and add another signatory to
the petition that is growing on the

hour.

Hangman spoke to Iraqi Soc,
who despite having seemingly no
recollection of signing up, did say
they enjoyed rugby as a sport. Said
the President: “Yes, [ have watched
this sport once or twice on TV. Did I
sign up? I guess if it says I did, then
yes, I must have done. Why would
a petition feature names if they
didn’t legitimately support what the
petition was about?”

Hangman also spoke to the natural
allies of ACC Rugby, ICU Feminist
Society, who had also signed the
petition with their club email. Said
the President, “I have seen these
boys drink in the Union once or
twice, and, to be honest, I think their
lad culture is actually damaging in
encouraging sexism at Imperial. But,
if it says someone entered my login,
then I guess we do in fact support the
team.”

Alice Gast, Robert Winston and
also the CGCU Spanner have also
penned their support of the team,

with all their email logins appearing
on the petition. It also seems the ICT
service desk, the library complaints
team, those behind hiring the
Union minibuses and even Robert J.
Carpenter have been moved by the
plea to protect the rugby player, with
their email logins present on the list.
When Hangman contacted Tom
Wheeler, Imperial College Union
president, we asked him why he had

both signed the petition and also was
one on the panel that called for the
motion of no confidence in the first
place. He seemed perplexed, again
unable to recall signing the petition
with both his personal login and the
presidential account, but did say
that “You can’t really argue with an
automated list like that, can you?

“I am not a fan of the petition as I
think the individual needs to accept

4

the consequences of his actions, but
then my name is on it twice so it
must mean I doubly support ACC
Rugby too.

“It is confusing, as it now seems I
simultaneously disapprove and also
highly approve of the petition, but
why would my name appear on it
twice if that wasn’t the case? No-one
would dare troll such a sophisticated
sign up system, would they?
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Diary 0F & Fresher aged 9 %/4

Mter lectures | caugit a train back home, the first time | huve been home home since
the start of term. K was weird being back in a voom without & voommate or soreaming
studerts parading the corvidors, buf i was vice fo0. Mum made me lasagne, gd | Iove

| feel oo much better haing meal that lasnt been sitting under fluorescent \i@h’rs in
the lbrary café for eight hiurs.

We went 0n 4 massive vight out tonightt info fown, as exeryone had come back for Neils

?o different unis and stuff but like | veckon we will sfil be
friends for ages et, it “was lice vone of us had exer een left and  was basicaly lice
sitth form all“over a9gin.

aboit Leeds though We get I, you g0 fo a uni in Leeds, ing in

v o | dunno wat e s on about. Whateer Stuart, exeryone knows
pu- Cheated on Steph in Oxford anyway oo we dll ofill think you are a tosser <l Steph
;{idwf Come out ds she Comes hime Newt weekend, and apparently asnt seen the outside
of the lbrary in seven days according to facebok

| forget ow cheap aloorl i back home

Spent dl day on the shwest train exer because it was the Cheapest. | decided o avid
Dorotiny a5 she started whatsapping me this morning about how | had ignored hex ‘
weekend. | ddnt want to spend ol weekend af home with wy head in iy phone, you know? ."

Writing this in the lbrary on the fourtia flor, my second home. It is Dorotiny free and |

e AN esoay due in next week. Its vealN hard and | lteraly have spent the last two
hours surfing imaur and done o work.
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L | have calculated that | have to renise for %00 hours mer Christias to Cover each lecture in fime for
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ela period of sk hours each | shold be able”to get through dl the waterial by then and hopefuly get

_ Full marks
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O Kris Veae s home tomorcow though, we are ging to get him from Heatiarow in the. afterinoon
- 4

elo Tuesday 2nd

G-3-9 Took Dorotiny 1o the airport and ris Vreaye wet us ot the gote, wearing a veal tattered HR Lads on
-39 Tour -shiet, altough someone bud drawn 4 penis on the Queen's face.” kris %’J someone. dd i in jal
e-8_a when he was sleeping but vefused to tel us more. He was vealy happy when we gave him some
el o wine and said we could gp to the casino bater.

Wapew t was vealN wdd though, as Dorothny was veally clingy to ¥ris all day and | dunine, she seemed to be
G- ?NM@ me the cid shoulder. Maybe she is pissed af me because | changed my phrone background
€ vom”a photo of us 4 photo of my friends from Saturdays vight out (best gt out ever, | iiss home,
o cannet wait for Christmas and my 12 hours of freedom)
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Wednesday rd

voommate Was emovmg.

Thursday 4th

and said he'd ge some

Fuck.

<o, apparent, Kris \Lmr‘;
or

Tmni?w was the ACC vigt, o | put on my 20 glasses and took Dorotiay who was already spoting hex
usual fushed face by the time we walked over fo Pett after predrinking Kris rae pined us 100, and
he ot vealy excited when Japan Sic came to the Union dresced as different oolouregi Crayons.

|'lost both of them before coming ome but that wag fine, | aet 4 Purger ¥ing on the way back
and it was gud 1o e 4 whole single bed to myselft even fir the first fime i a while, exen if my

went home with Dovotiny. | heard he asked her it che wanted the DPW
izontal welfare. Does that mean they had sex?
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SAIYV

This week you find yourself
on Imperial’s University
Challenge team, despite not
having done well enough in
the qualification round. You
declare your undying love for
Jeremy Paxman. The Union
try to remove you from the
team, but your friends start a
petition so yowll be fine.

< —tzﬁ

This week you do this year’s
Christmas decoration for your
hall in the night as a surprise for
your friends. In the morning
you wake up to concerned
chatter asking why anyone
would want to break in and rub
human shit across the walls of a
hall of residence. You realise that
Christmas at your house may
have not been normal.

dI'l

SNANV.L

This week one of the Felix
grandees wrote a headline for
one of your articles saying that
bankers are wankers. All of
the banking companies that
you applied for jobs at find out
about this, and you realise that
your job prospects are ruined.
Never mind, you can always
run for a Sabbatical position
nextyear.

»€
"“

¢

OIdd09S

This week you decide to come
crawling back to the Felix Editor
and finally apologise for being
adick. You ask her how you can
make it up to her, and she decides
that you can deliver the paper on
a Friday, whilst wearing nothing
but a thong and a furry tailed
butt-plug. I know you would
secretly love it.

Be at Beit Quad for 9am please.

INITINTO

This week you are Deputy
President (Welfare). You
decide to spice up your sex
life by pouring chilli pepper
powder on your genitals. You
learn to be careful what you
wish for, and to stop taking
relationship advice from the
Union President.

SAVLLIOVS

This week you bake a cake
that is valued at £3800.
Unfortunately it only makes
£50 at auction, despite being
a truly exquisite cake. You
realise that your money
laundering scheme has fallen
flat on its face, and that it’s
time that you joined Finance
Society to learn how these
things are really done.

ddONVO

This week your corridor in
halls decides to celebrate
Thanksgiving. Since you
decided to publicly give thanks
for the reflection in the win-
dow that lets you watch your
neighbour and her boyfriend,
no one will talk to you again
this year.

NYOIIddVI

This week you copy edit

Fleix. Sleplling mistakes kepe
creepnig into articels, as wlel
as grammaric errors. You hope
taht no one noticed, and yuo
know that none cares. Fuck it,
this is still better spelling and
grammar than the editorial.

OH I AM COMING TO GET
YOU FOR THIS ONE - Ed.

Od1

This week you enter the
RCSU’s Science Challenge.

You lose to an exceptionally
gifted group of schoolchildren.
You are a fourth year physics
student who should have
known better than to compete
against children. You will carry
the shame of this forever.

SNvNOV

This week you make your
professional porn debut.
Unfortunately, you learn that
strangulation, fisting, female
ejaculation, and spanking

are now banned. You cannot
legally release your film and
your co-stars, your sister

and mother, are bitterly
disappointed.

ODYIA

This week you write decide to
write for Felix. Unfortunately
you leave this until the last
minute, when you are drunk
and all they have left is the
horoscopes. You try to inject
them with some serious
journalism, but you quickly
resort to tasteless jokes and self
deprecation.

Sd0SId

This week you are a prominent
Lord at Imperial. You realise
that your moustache is actually
alive animal and BUAV start

a campaign against you. They
smear red paint all over your
beautiful vintage Bentley.
Serves you right for making
our Felix Editor cry when she
interviewed you last year.
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Word Search

Puzzles Editor || Michael Faggetter
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FUCWIT Word Star

Send in a scanned copy of your completed puzzles to

fsudoku@imperial.ac.uk.

Points are awarded for each correct solution.

Bonus points (in brackets) are awarded to the first

correct answer!

Points available this week:

Chess!
2 points (+1)

Quick Crossword
3 points (+2)

Word Search
4 points (+2)

Word Star
3 points (+1)

Leaderboard
Individuals: Teams:
1. Adam Stewart 73 1. Mindsuckers
2. Catmelon 39 2. L3Gendary
3. Kebab King 21 3. Fully Erect
Jem Ong 21 4. AnyonebutKofi
5. Gabriel Quek 2 5. Aerodoku

6. Guang <3 Le

28
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24
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Find 90 languages hidden in the grid horizontally,

vertically or diagonally. All the languages to be found
that are of five letters or less are listed below, but it's up to
you to discover the longer ones.

When all the languages have been found, the 12 unused

letters, when read left to right from the top row downwards,
will spell a type of language.

ALEUT FARSI KHMER SCOTS
ALGOL GEEZ LADIN SIOUX
AVAR GOSU LAO TAMIL
CHAM GREEK LATIN TATAR
COBOL HACK LOZ1 THAI
CURRY HAUSA LUO TWI
CZECH HINDI MANX URDU
DUTCH HURON MAORI UTE
EFIK IDO MOTU XHOSA
ERIE IGBO NAGA ZULU
ERSE INCA OSAGE

EWE JAVA PERL

Benedict Cucumberpatch

Find 5, four-letter words using the clues

written below.

Fit them all into the star (the arrows indicate

the direction in which the word is read).

Clues:

1. Swedish car manufacturer

2. Meat from a heifer

3. To catch a fish and pull it out of the water

4. An item often used to make necklaces

5. A company commonly assosiated with shoes

for skaterboarders.
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Quick Crossword

James Dutton & Koft Mundy-Castle

(]

g

The theme that linked the three words was CHEESE

and each was missing the letter ‘E’.

The three words were: American Caerphilly Gloucester

Disney Character:
SHERE KHAN

1: SHUT (THUS)

2: HINGE (NEIGH)

3: ESCORT (SECTOR)

4: ROWDIER
(WORRIED)

5: EMITTERS
(TERMITES)

6: KIPPERS (SKIPPER)

7: HEISTS (THESIS)

8: ADEPT (TAPED)

9: NEAR (EARN)

Across

1. Well-known reggae Song (1,4,3,7)
8. Slice of meat (6)

10. Mischievous (6)

11. Irene - Sherlock Holmes character (5)

12. Balls worth one point in snooker (4)

13. Applying grease (6)

15. Swiss Chemist - founder of law of constant heat summation (4)
17. National emblem of Wales (4)

18. Arrival (of money) (6)

20. Manlike monster (4)

22. Circumvent (5)

23. Battered prawn (6)

24. Overwhelm (6)

25. Film featuring The Beatles (6,9)

Down

2. Blew (6)

3. Particles that travel faster than light (8)

4. Cured sausage (6)

5. Intertwine (8)

6. Quality of (e.g.) iron pertaining to the Curie point (13)

7.James Bond Actor (6,7)

9. German Nobel Prize winning physicist (6)

14.Ivan _
15. Tobacco pipe (6)

16. Short dagger (8)

17. South-east London borough (8)

_ - Eight-time Grand Slam winning tennis player (5)

19. Narrow inlets created by glacial erosion (6)
21. Star sign (6)

Chess! Max Eggl

The return of Chess!. Once again the instructions are: White to mate.

In this puzzle, the white pawn is moving down.
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Building a Cleaner Future

C & S Editor ||| Ben Howitt

Prashant Mahendran reports on the third London Climate Forum

he forum’s third year sees its
I growth to an even bigger event,
keeping up with the pressure of
climate change itself.

Movements for equal rights over
the years have been pushed forward
by the vibrant culture of university,
be they for women’s rights, gay
rights or the battle against racism.

In each case there have been huge
steps towards change, so it seems only
logical to approach students once
again with the problem of climate
change.

This was a point made by Michael
Mathres, one of the many esteemed
guest speakers who made their way
down to the London Climate Forum
at Imperial College London for an
incredibly informative day that
served to enlighten us on what exactly
we could do to make a difference in
what sometimes seems like a hopeless
situation.

The day began with a keynote
speech by Professor Sir Brian
Hoskins, Chair of the Grantham
Institute, followed by talks
emphasising the importance of design
in innovation for sustainability. After
a networking opportunity at lunch,
the forum split off into two branches.

The UK Youth Climate Coalition
held a workshop that boiled down to
‘telling your story’, a fundamental
concept at the heart of every
environmentalist, or aspiring one.
People from all over the world
shared their stories. A lake in a small
community, their dependence on
this lake, the lake’s part to play being
washed away by climate change: all
summed up in a moving speech from
one voice in the room whose story of
her own home left all in silence.

A bridge from the bustling
discussion of climate change to
the story of one person’s home
was powerful enough to make a
crowd listen intently and incite a

"...one voice
in the room
.. left all in
silence.”

The next society to hit Imperial? Let us know!

Imperial Hub have hosted the London Climate forum for three years now.

meaningful discussion about change.

And that’s what is so special about
the forum now. We are at a university
which reaches out to every corner
of the world for its students, so it is
imperative to acknowledge this for
such a worldwide issue.

Reaching across the world to
Borneo, the concurrent event was a
film screening of Sunset over Selungo.
The film highlighted the issues faced
by the Penan tribe and their struggles
against the logging of their jungle
home. With home swiftly becoming
arecurring theme, I spoke to fellow
Earth Science student Sarhan Abdul-
Samat, from Borneo himself, who
told me “I think that it is a very real
reflection of how minority groups
in Malaysia are usually treated and

fuel the wealth gap between those in
power and those who are victims of
it.”

The afternoon talks in the Great
hall commenced with Michael
Mathres of World Climate Ltd who
launched the hall into an active
discussion via his global campaign
to get students involved with Road
to Paris 2015, an effort which he
hopes will result in a global deal
with businesses from the private and
public sectors contributing positively
to UN climate negotiations.

The series of talks to follow
involved linking environmental
law to the water rights of people in
India, or working on improving the
outlook of a very specific community
such as Maputo, Mozambique using

"..using
sustainable
self
development
to make a
difference,"

BEN HOWITT
SECTION EDITOR

Another week, another issue!
Following the excitement of last
week's ‘Mascotry Issue’, we have
an article on the London Climate
Forum. In other news:

The New Activities Committee
(NAC) met on Tuesday this week
to discuss various new clubs,
societies and projects. Look out for
events from Airsoft, Nepali and Lib

Dem Soc (among others), which
have been putinto the New Club
Incubator. Iranian Society have also
been re-established as a society with
anew committee.

Anthony Crowther, the Student
Activites Manager, is leaving
Imperial College Union this week
to start a new job with the Careers
Service at Goldsmiths. For the
interim weeks without a Student
Activities Manager (the Union would
quickly fall apart!), Yas Edwards, last

sustainable self development to

make a difference, rather than from
the perspective of ‘changing’ the
entire world. Alex Kirby, a former
BBC environmental correspondent
who has now set up the Climate

News Network, explored the media’s
involvement which he believes

is fading, and could possibly be
reignited by a “benign catastrophe” to
unite our generation, which is the last
that can make a difference.

Talks such as these are essential at a
science university like Imperial, and
having the opportunity to hear these
speakers give a very deep and specific
insight into climate change puts our
lives into perspective and provides
us with the potential and attitude to
actively make a change in the future.

NAC, Hacks, and Blacksmiths

year's DPCS, will be returning to
assist with the transition.

Finally, I received an email from
Owen Leech this week, who hopes
to establish a Blacksmithing
society at Imperial —if this sounds
interesting, drop him an email at
owen.leech1a@imperial.ac.uk.

We are always on the look out
for new stories and ideas —if you
think you have something to
contribute, getin touch at felix.
clubsandsocieties@ic.ac.uk.
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Sport Editor: Kunal Wagle

Snooker and Pool win first medal in Shield

Aaron Brown and Robert Hughes report as Snooker and Pool win their first
medal at the Southern England Championships

ecords tumbled at the
first inter-university pool
ournament of the year asa

new-look Imperial team pulled off
some stunning wins and overcame
bad luck (and hangovers) to earn
their first ever medal in the Southern
England Univesities Pool Council
Team Shield event. The team set
off early Saturday morning from
Paddington, and spirits were high
as we made the arduous journey
towards sunny Weston-Super-Mare.
With three new members to the
team, team captain Rob had some
head scratching to do in the run up
to the tournament as to how to field
his eager players, using the journey
to make sure all were up to speed on
tournament rules and regulations.
We arrived at the venue with
time to spare, and as Rob went off
to the captains meeting, the team
looked at the schedule to discover
the identities of their opponents
in the first round of individuals
tournament. After some waiting

Sponsored Editorial

around, the matches began and the
three new members, Aaron, Charles
and Linus all managed to see off their
first-round opponents with ease (with
Aaron defeating a University College
London (UCL) 1%'s team member,
point 1 to Imperial), while Captain
Rob proved his own worth to the
team by crashing out in spectacular
fashion, along with the President

of the society, Cheng “so good they
named him twice” Cheng. In the last
sixty-four, the standard of play was
much better and both Linus and
Aaron were defeated in extremely
tight matches, with Aaron playing a
sloppy frame to hand his opponent
victory. However, Charles was making
a great first impression on his debut
university pool tournament and
steamed through to the next round
with some unbelievable play and

a touch of alcohol induced luck. A
winner’s medal was not to be though,
as in the next round he faced a very
handy player from Southampton
who had previously dispatched the

Men's cuts £22 (normally £35)
All over clipper cuts from £10
Women’s cut and rough dry £28
Women'’s cut and salon finish
blow-dry £38 (normally £55)

Highlights from only £40
Sorry CASH only!

FRESH hairdressers are offering
the best haircuts, prices and
service in South Kensington.

Please call 0207 823 8968 to
book an appointment and ask for
a student discount. Please bring
your student ID we look forward to
seeing you.

We use the best styling products
from Wella, Moroccan Qil, L'Oreal.

Student Discounts At

Fresh Hairdressers
70m from South Kensington tube

Appointments available Tuesday to
Saturdays 9.30 to 6.30

We are only 70 metres from
South Kensington station at 15a
Harrington road, South Kensington,
SWT7 3ES 0207 823 8968.

Check out our website:
www.freshhairdressers.co.uk

3™ seed for the tournament. With his
opponent blatantly stealing Charlie’s
patented “drink between the shots”
method, the dye was cast and Chaz
was sent packing. However, he can
hold his head high with an excellent
debut performance.

Next up was the team event, with
our group made up of UCL 1*s,
Oxford 2™s and University of East
Anglia 3"%. First up was Oxford,
and after racing into a 4-0 lead with
some fine play from Aaron playing
at number 1 and Charles at number
3, we were pegged back to 5-4 to set
up a tense finalé. Captain Rob finally
(in his second outing) showed some
mettle and took the winning frame
to give us a 6-4 win and a great start
to the tournament. Next up were
UEA 3%, and a much less dramatic
match ended with us as runaway 6-1
winners, with Aaron the only player
in the team winning every frame
so far, something he frequently
mentioned to his teammates to help
their spirits. With play over for the
day, the team played some friendly

frames with other universities and
made excellent use of the cider and
Guinness stocked bar to let off some
steam.

Sunday arrived, and the team made
its way to the tables for a London
showdown of epic proportions.

With the last UCL — Imperial match
ending at 6-1 to us, UCL were out for
revenge. Charles and Aaron were up
first, and after Charles lost a very
tight game (against a player who
finished 4™ in the overall singles
tournament), Aaron brought it back.
1-1. Linus followed, and another
tight frame went UCLs way. 2-1. Each
team continued to trade frames until
UCL took the advantage when they
managed to inflict a first loss on

the “mighty” (to use his own words)
Aaron, a “massive” (again his words)
blow. 5-3 was the score with both
Rob and Cheng needing to win their
frames to avoid defeat.

It was not to be, and UCL managed
to convert their lead to a 6-3 win,
meaning that after starting the day
as top of the group, Imperial dropped

to 3™ place based on frames conceded
and head-to-head. This meant that
we qualified for the Team shield
event, and our next match was against
Southampton 2", a very worthy
opponent. Another no nonsense
performance from the team and we
finished 6-3 winners, with Rob tying
up the match with a simple (although
he strongly claims it wasn’t) black.
The semi-final was upon us, and
with it came a very winnable match
against Essex 2nds. A shocking
start to the match, which saw both
the dependable Aaron and Linus
throw away their frames and
Essex race into a 2-0 lead. Rob and
Charles then brought it back with
some tidy play and we were right
back in it at 2-2. Unfortunately
the team then fell apart, with easy
frames slipping through our fingers
and we eventually lost 6-3. While
disappointed not to reach the final,
the entire team can hold their heads
up as they bring home the first
Imperial pool team medals of the
season (and ever).




46| 05.12.201

THE STUDENT PAPER OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON | FELIX

Sport Editor: Kunal Wagle

Autumn Internationals: How far off are England
from lifting the World Cup?

HENRY LAMBLEY
SPORTS WRITER

ngland ended their autumn
Einternational campaign

with a 26-17 win against an
Australian team struggling for form
in recent weeks. An estimated 82,000
supporters at Twickenham watched
England exert their dominance in
the scrum leading to a brace of tries
split either side of half time for
number eight Ben Morgan. Australia
did sparkle at times and retaliated
with two tries of their own through
Fly Half Bernard Foley, who was
substituted immediately after, and
replacement lock Will Skelton,
although they conceded far more
penalties during the 80 minutes.

After exchanging penalties at the
beginning, England pushed ahead
with another three points from the
tee as well as Morgan’s first converted
try — the result of an Australian
handling error deep in their own 22.
Another Foley penalty meant that
at the break the visitors trailed 13-6.
Australia emerged the brighter at
the beginning of the second half and
made light work of the home defence
to score an emphatic try 5 minutes
in. Having closed to within three
points, the game intensified although
it was more errors in deep in their
own territory that cost the Wallabies
asecond try at the hands of Morgan.
They pushed hard for another try
which duly came but were held off
with two more penalties from the
boot of George Ford.

England can take plenty of positives
away from the match with good
performances put in across the
pitch. The forwards controlled the
game at set pieces and breakdowns
as well as utilising the rolling maul
with devastating effect. George
Ford’s open play kicking was much
improved. Having lacked purpose in
previous matches, all of his kicks put
pressure on the Australian defence
and were the initiating step of both
tries. The stand-out performers were
Morgan for his two tries and control
of the scrum and Courtney Lawes,
who produced try-saving tackles in
both halves before going off injured.

There is cause for concern as well.
Whilst Australia would always prove
a greater challenge than last week’s
opponents, Samoa, the team they
fielded looked wearied by a series
of defeats and were certainly not on
a par with the other big southern
hemisphere teams. The English
defence was unable to cope with the
speed and strength of the Australian

>

Ben Morgan scores a try for England in their 26-17 victory over Australia. They won two out of four Autumn Internationals

backs and would have conceded
more tries were it not for several
handling errors at crucial moments.
In contrast, England’s back three
played with little variety and were
completely neutralised in attack and
provided little to no resistance when
defending. Jonny May, who scored
three tries this series, was reduced to a
cameo appearance with a single carry
in the first half while other winger
Anthony Watson made only a few
short bursts in the second half.

What have we learnt from the series
as awhole? The England pack is not
only effective but consistently so.
They dissected Samoa and Australia
with ease and formed the basis of
most of the teams attacks. With the
likes of Alex Corbisiero and Dan
Cole returning from injury they will
only be stronger. George Ford is an
emerging talent. This time last year

Owen Farrell was making his mark at
10 but has since fallen out of favour
and with good reason. Ford has grown
with confidence over the Autumn
and played well against the Wallabies
although his place kicking will need
to improve to make him top choice
for the Six Nations in February.

The backs need to improve their
attacking game which lacked
sufficient variation to fool the better
teams. Jonny May shone with an
individual try against the All Blacks
and added another two against Samoa
but was made to look as ordinary
as the rest of them in the other
tests. Mike Brown was especially
disappointing given his performance
in recent tournaments. The whole
team lacks the intensity over 80
minutes to secure the win. It was a
series long theme that showed that,
whether it was the second half against

New Zealand, the first half against
South Africa or after scoring tries
against Australia, they cannot afford
to rest on their laurels against the best
teams in the world because they will
be punished.

Looking ahead to the World Cup
next September, England’s prospects
look fairly good. While they only won
two games in the Autumn series it
was not a complete disaster and the
issues highlighted can be ironed out
through the Six Nations and over
the summer when the coaches will
have more time to work with the
players. It is not fanciful to believe
that they could win the competition
and should certainly progress from
their group judging by the current
form of Australia. Players returning
from injury will undoubtedly inject
some energy into the team as the
competition for places intensifies and

the potential of Sam Burgess’ move
from League to Union could give the
backs that dynamism they have been
sorely lacking.

The series was an opportunity for
Stuart Lancaster to bed in a relatively
inexperienced team with a view to the
World Cup and we will have to wait
until then to find out if this tactic has
been successful.

England have undoubtedly stalled
since the Six Nations in the spring
but there is a clear path ahead to
prosperity if the coaching staff
are prepared to acknowledge the
shortfalls of this current crop of
players.

Lifting the Webb Ellis Cup in ten
months’ time may seem more a hope
than a likely outcome with the form
of the favourites New Zealand but
with home advantage, all is still to
play for.
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ICUAFC go on tour to Brighton’s beachside

clubs... And play some football as well
on the action from the coast

Taha Butt

fter weeks of deliberation
A and minutes of research, tour

secretary Naven Ghulam
came to the decision that Imperial
College Union Association Football
Club (ICUAFC) and its hordes of
Rangers were to return to the tour
destination from two years ago: the
lovely sea side town of Brighton. The
day began as Philipp Gerstenberg
arrived for his first pint at the
union a good eight hours before the
scheduled departure time. The Tour
Sec was bombarded with questions
on a range of topics using the hashtag
#AskNav. Despite his ability to keep
calm in answering these questions,
it soon became apparent that he was
in fact from the Matt Cann school
of tour secs and that the tradition of
incompetency was to be carried on.
Refusing to let this setback hold them
down, the army of Rangers powered
on as more and more joined the cause.

The touring party arrived in

Brighton full of high spirits and
optimism. The squad was split into
rooms of 20 and 18 with careful
consideration to spread the deadwood
and the fun people equally. After the
session at the union and an eventful
train journey, only a brief stop at
the local ‘spoons was required to
get everyone sufficiently loose and
warmed up. The importance of a good
warm up was highlighted when a
certain Kings’ 1%'s player became the
first casualty of the tour and in the
process made for an uncomfortable
bus journey for an unsuspecting
french woman. Our first fixture was
being played at a beach-side club
called Coalition. To the surprise of
many, the majority of the group
managed to get into the club with

the exception of a few. Julian
NoFuncaponi was deemed ineligible
to play by British Universities &
Colleges Sport (BUCS) as he had
conveniently forgotten his ID for the
entire weekend. Vice-Captain, Robert
Maizonnier, continuing his ongoing
struggle with bouncers all over the
country was also forced to watch
from the stands. The game started
with a high tempo and the pace was
too much for Cricket Social Sec and
self-proclaimed BNOC MattWho?
Knights as he suffered from a case of
‘Couldn’t hack it with the big boys’.
The opposition, University College
London (UCL) Netball, arrived late
but were quick to get involved with
the play. A cagey period of play
ensued as resident Scouser, Ant
Wilson, peppered the UCL netball
goal with some shots but she was
having none of it. With about an hour
on the clock, Dom Wood broke free
next to the bar and slotted in a neat
finish to open the scoring. Vicious
rumours circulated that he also
agreed on a return leg in London with
the opposition. Club wonder kid, Sam
West Brom, was having a torrid time
in Brighton and there was no respite
from the opposition. Having heard
of his academy past, he was double
man marked out of the game all the
way back to the hostels. Despite the
best efforts of the rest of the squad he
couldn’t break past the double man
marking and the opposition managed
to register two goals. IC looked to be
heading to defeat until Edin Dzeko
snuck in with an equaliser late on as
the points were shared. Other notable
incidents in the game were Naven
Ghulam receiving Red for a two
footed challenge to the head as well

Seb Gosden collecting his first ever
sending off for giving chat-back to
the referee. Bazzledon insisted he had
scored a winner in the disable toilets
but his claims were denied to due to
the use of a 4-1-4-1 formation and a
scandalous self pleasuring technique.
Second day of tour began slowly
with the prospect of actual football
to be played. Nav still serving his ban
on the touchlines meant the group
was without their tour sec yet again.
We arrived at the pitch to see what
can only be described as a poor man’s
Hyde Park football pitch with the
added feature of actual human faeces.
Expert storyteller, Charlie Powell, had
warned the troops of the potentially
deadly effects of getting shit in the
wound and players on both teams
started the game with caution. IC
skins were captained by tour enigma,
Alcoholic Frank while IC shirts were
captained by 3 out of 4 Patel brothers,
Kieran, Beeran and Peeran. (Come
to the union to meet all three on any
given Wednesday or Saturday). Both
teams produced a display worthy of
the pitch. A scorpion kick goal from
Dickon Dent Duffield was a highlight
whilst Charlie bagged a hat-trick only
to be disallowed due to lack of goal
conversion via Klinsmann. After the
game, both teams were treated to an
exhibition of textbook Klinsmanns
by Shagger Harris, which everyone
appreciated. Final score was a 1-0 win
to Brighton football pitches and Man

of The Match was Peeran Patel for
being peer pressured into learning
how to kick.

With football out of the way there
was just enough time for a visit to
another dubiously named night
club. This time it was the beach side
establishment of Shoosh that would
play host. IC had a lengthy warm
up at ‘spoons where we got told off
for having too much fun and being
“too intoxed”. Not affected by this
early setback IC arrived at the venue
with high hopes. Unfortunately the
opposition set out for a draw and the

points were shared. Highlight of the
game was another late challenge, this
time on Bronia’s brother Callum,
even though he wasn’t even playing.
Callum was subbed off bringing an
end to his Brighton adventure.

Next morning, the only thing
on the agenda was to make a quick
getaway and get back to London as
soon as possible. Despite a quality
weekend, it was agreed that Brighton
would never be revisited. Thank
you Naven Ghulam for organising
another fantastic ICUAFC tour.
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Imperial Basketball make
strong start to the season

CEDRIC COLLE
IC BASKETBALL

alf-way through the season,
Hand everything is extremely

bright for Imperial College
Basketball so far! The teams which
entered the British Universities &
Colleges Sport (BUCS) leagues have
been performing outstandingly.
The Men’s 1* team tops its league,
and is still undefeated (just like the
Philadelphia 76ers, only the other
way round). The Women’s 1* and
Men’s 2™ teams are respectively 4™
and 2™ in their league.

We’ve also enjoyed a great turnout

to our weekly Saturday development

sessions, where students get to work
on their individual skills and learn
fundamental offensive and defensive
moves. Michael Wells, Development
Sessions Secretary, reflects on this:
“Here in development sessions, we
have two primary goals: to improve
our basketball skills, and to have
fun! Our sessions are usually split
into two sections: the first forty-five
minutes consist of warm-ups and
different drills that serve to improve
a different area each week. For the
rest of the session, we run games of
either 4v4 or 5v5, full court, where
we try to incorporate the various
things we have learned each week”.
In addition, with ICU Basketball’s
fast expansion, we may potentially

start a third Men’s team next season.
So everyone is welcome to join the
sessions, whether or not you would
like to join the teams!

Finally, may I take this opportunity
to invite everyone that may be
interested to our Winter Basketball
Tournament (you do not have to be
a member to come and play). This
will take place at Ethos on Saturday
13" December from 14:00 to 17:00,
and it will be good fun. There is no
requirement regarding how skilful
you are basketball-wise, just make
sure you bring some enthusiasm!

For more information, shoot us an
email at basket ball@imperial.ac.uk or
like us on Facebook (Imperial College
London Basketball).

Taekwondo emerge victorious
for second year running

NATHANIEL GALLOP
IC TAEKWONDO

he 10™ anniversary of the
I Imperial College Taekwondo
society got off to an explosive
start over this past weekend, with
the hosting of the third annual
Imperial College Open Taekwondo
Competition.

The competition has grown at an
incredible rate since its inception in
2012, this year attracting upwards of
230 competitors from 31 universities
across the United Kingdom.

This represents the most substantial
increase in competition turnout
so far, and solidifies the Imperial
College Open as the second largest
student Taekwondo competition
in the country, and the largest such
competition planned and run by
university students.

The massive increase in turnout
and scale has provided a significant
challenge for members of the
Imperial College Taekwondo team,
many of whom acted as volunteers
and helpers, in addition to taking part
in the competition itself.

Despite these considerable
challenges, Imperial College
Taekwondo once again emerged from
the competition victorious, winning
a total of 23 medals (8 Gold, 4 Silver,
11 Bronze) from a pool of 29 fighters,
narrowly defeating the substantially
larger 37 strong University College
London Taekwondo team and
ensuring that the ‘Imperial Award’

for highest cumulative medal score
remains at Imperial College for the
second year running.

For the past three years, the
Imperial College Open has grown at
an increasing rate, and is likely to
continue to grow in the future.

The organisational challenges of
such a competition are immense and
could not be possible without the
incredible degree of support received
from the Taekwondo community.
Imperial College Taekwondo would
therefore like to thank Master
Ali Abdoli in addition to Stephen
Butlin, Danut Varzani, Tameem Al-
Kubati and Maniesha Kaur for their
assistance in officiating the fights.

We would also like to thank Master
Reza Saberi, Estefania Palacios,

and Christopher Dancel for their
instruction and coaching, both on
the day and during the lead-up to the
competition itself.

Finally we would like to thank
the BSTF for their support in the
organisation of the Imperial College
Open; the ESSA for their sponsorship;
and Image Scotland for their
provision of materials and clothing
for the competition.

Imperial College Taekwondo hopes
to build on the success of the past
three years, with a bigger and better
competitions in future.

Imperial College Taekwondo
trains on Mondays, Thursdays and
Saturdays from 20:00 to 22:00.
Sessions are held in the Union Gym,
3rd floor, Beit Quad.

Sport Editor: Kunal Wagle

#PutOutYourBats, Chelsea
and Jules Bianchi - the
World Sport Column

o R
bt

KUNAL WAGLE
SPORT EDITOR

ricketer Phillip Hughes was
‘ laid to rest at his funeral in

his hometown in Macksville,
New South Wales, on Wednesday.
Australian captain Michael Clarke
gave an emotional eulogy after acting
as a pall bearer. Hughes, who would
have turned 26 on Sunday, was struck
by a bouncer last Tuesday, and died
on Thursday afternoon, after an
artery burst in his neck. The Test
Series between Australia and India
has been subsequently rearranged.
Adelaide, Hughes adopted home
ground, will now host the first test,
with Brisbane hosting the second. A
twitter hashtag, #putoutyourbats, has
become a global phenomenon, with
many leaving their bats outside with
a cap on the handle in tribute.

Last week Brendon McCullum,
wearing a PH (Phil Hughes) on his
shirt, became only the second player
in history after Don Bradman to score
two double centuries and a triple
century in a calendar year.England

beat Sri Lanka in the third One-Day-
International in Hambantota on
Duckworth-Lewis to keep themselves
in the series.

Chelsea dominated against
Tottenham in the Premier League
to secure a 3-0 win. Manchester
City and Manchester United won,
whilst Southampton fell to a second
consecutive defeat, this time at the
hands of Arsenal.

England overcame Australia to win
their final Autumn International
26-17. Wales beat South Africa to
register only their second victory
against a Rugby Championship side
under Warren Gatland.

Sam Burgess, who has recently
switched codes from Rugby League
to Rugby Union, made his debut last
Friday, coming on off the bench in a
win for Bath against Harlequins.

An accident report has found
that Jules Bianchi “did not slow
sufficiently” in the lead up to the
accident that left him in a coma in
the Japanese Grand Prix. In other
news, double points has now been
abandoned for next season’s Formula
One season.




