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Earlier this month, the author 
Saladin Ahmed wrote on 
Twitter “the fantasy vision of a 

medieval Europe devoid of people of 
colour isn’t realism. It’s a different 
word that starts with ‘r’ and ends with 
‘ism’.” 

I’ve always been interested in art, 

and in all of those years of admiring 

Renaissance and Medieval artworks, 

the thought that I was not seeing 

the whole picture never occurred 

to me. The absence of art depicting 

people of Asian and African descent 

in European art history seemed 

to me more an artefact of the 

lack of globalisation rather than 

the erasure of existing artworks 

because they don’t fit in with our 

preconceived ideas of Medieval and 

Renaissance society. But even my 

most rudimentary of research has 

shown me that people of colour have 

been depicted throughout European 

art history, often as any other citizen 

would have been, at all strata of 

society; yes, as slaves, but also as 

courtiers, nobility and men and 

women of wealth and power. 

These artworks are not even as 

obscure as one might imagine, often 

the true story lies in looking closer at 

familiar works of art and recognising 

what is already there. The Garden 

of Earthly Delights – the triptych 

painting by the Dutch master 

Hieronymous Bosch dates from the 

late 15th century; three oak panels, 

it depicts a scene from Genesis, 

showing amongst others things, the 

presentation of Eve to Adam by God. 

It has been heaped with praise and 

even inspired Joan Miro and Salvador 

Dali; but what art history books fail 

to mention is the incorporation of 

not one but at least 17 figures that 

are clearly of African descent in 

addition to many others of different 

skin tones. This highlights the power 

that erasure and miseducation 

holds; because we have been taught 

not to expect it, we often dismiss it 

altogether. 

People of colour (who were 

definitely not enslaved) have 

been incorporated into tableaux 

throughout European art history – 

there are black bystanders in Liberale 

da Verona’s work Dido’s Suicide, an 

Ethiopian envoy forms part of one of 

Carlo Saraceni’s frescoes created in 

1617. Scenes depicting the adoration 

of the magi have always shown at 

least one king of the three to be a 

man of Middle Eastern or African 

descent. These depictions range 

from Spanish paintings to Italian 

frescoes to German wood cuttings, 

showing that Europe has always been 

a place that people of all nationalities 

and skin colour have travelled to, 

worked and settled in. The idea of a 

completely white Europe simply has 

never existed. 

So if this art has always existed, 

why is it not taught in our schools? 

Why do we as children grow up 

with an idea of Renaissance and 

Medieval society as one that is deeply 

segregated? Evidence suggests that 

this may have more to do with the 

influence of the 18th and 19th art 

historians than historical truth. 

Take for instance the case of the 

Black Madonnas of Europe. Over 450 

‘Black Virgins’ exist across Europe, 

including those attributed to Saint 

Luke who is said to have painted his 

copies from life – a dark skinned 

Virgin Mary from an African or 

Middle Eastern background. What 

is striking is that accounts of these 

pieces do not hint that contemporary 

viewers found her anomalous in any 

way, simply referring to her as ‘Our 

Lady’ without comment on skin hue. 

It is only in the 18th or 19th 

century that these were seen to need 

explanation, the perceived darkening 

of skin tone was attributed to an 

accumulation of smoke, careless 

handling by worshippers and 

deterioration of pigment. These 

theories have now mostly been 

debunked, showing that hues would 

have deteriorated to a distinctly 

Martian green as opposed to the 

brown of darker skin.  

In the 18th and 19th century 

many of these were painted over, 

including the statue of Mother and 

Child in Tindari, Sicily with its Latin 

inscription “nigra sum, sed formosa [I 

am dark,  yet beautiful]”. ‘Explanations’ 

for Robert Campin of Flémalle’s 

1410 St Veronica painting with its 

dark skinned Christ are never offered 

up by artists of the time. It is only 

in later centuries that we find art 

historians trying to justify them as 

by this time, colonialism had meant 

darker skin tones were seen as of less 

aesthetic value. 

In From Majesty to Mystery: Change 

in the Meanings of Black Madonnas 

from the Sixteenth to Nineteenth 

Centuries the anthropologist Monique 

Scheer notes that  “Johann Wolfgang 

von Goethe also expressed a sense of 

aesthetic disappointment in black 

Madonnas in a comment from 

1816: “How the most unhappy of 

all appearances could have crept 

Transforming Modern Perceptions of Medieval Art
Indira Malik explains how prejudices have clouded our appreciation of art

St Veronica by Robert Campin of Flémalle (1410) 

in – that, probably for Egyptian or 

Abyssinian reasons, the Mother 

of God is portrayed as brown, and 

the face of Our Saviour printed 

on Veronica’s veil was also given a 

Moorish colour – may be clarified 

when that part of art history is more 

closely examined.”” 

As modern viewers we need to 

recognise that our perceptions of 

history and art have often been 

formed by people such as Goethe 

whose racist and colonial views 

have informed our idea of what was 

‘normal’ in Medieval or Renaissance 

Europe. 

Art history may not seem like 

a significant issue in the face of 

on-going racial unrest. Only this 

week, violent riots have resumed 

in Ferguson, Missouri when state 

prosecutors declined to bring charges 

against officer Darren Wilson who 

shot and killed Michael Brown, an 

unarmed Black teenager. But, history 

forms a large part of our identity and 

the way we see the people around us. 

In Black Indian: A Hidden Heritage, 

William Lorenz Katz writes “If 

you know I have a history, you will 

respect me.” and the sentiment was 

reflected by Chimamanda Ngozi 

Adichie in her 2009 TED talk: 

“Power is the ability not just to tell 

the story of another person, but to 

make it the definitive story of that 

person. Show a people as one thing, 

only one thing, over and over again, 

and that is what they become“. 

Representation is important; it is 

imperative that the history of people 

of colour in Europe does not become 

tied wholly to slavery and that the 

diverse heritage of Medieval Art is 

not lost in the tired trope of racism 

weakly disguised as  ‘historical 

inaccuracy’.  

The erasure of people of colour 

from the narrative of Medieval art 

is not only essential for the way we 

relate to various groups of people 

today but to the art itself. As the 

famous Guerilla Girls piece reads, 

“you’re seeing less than half the 

picture without the vision of women 

artists and artists of colour”. But this 

could so easily refer to the art as well 

as the artists. In his essay on art and 

propaganda George Orwell wrote: 

“every work of art has a meaning 

and a purpose — a political, social 

and religious purpose… our aesthetic 

judgements are always coloured by 

our prejudices and beliefs.”

It is important that we learn to 

recognise our prejudice as artists 

but also as modern critics; it is true 

as Goethe writes that Medieval art 

needs to be more closely examined, 

but perhaps ultimately it reveals 

more about our own ideas and 

prejudices than it does about the 

original artists.

"The 
idea of a 
completely 
white 
Europe 
simply 
has never 
existed." 

"... perhaps 
ultimately 
it reveals 
more about 
our own 
ideas and 
prejudices 
than 
it does 
about the 
original 
artists" 
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Have your say
Union General Meeting

Monday 1 December, 18:30, Blackett 
Lecture Theatre 1

We’ve had your feedback about Higher Education Funding, and now it’s time for YOU 
to decide what your Union is going to do about it. We’re holding a General Meeting to 
determine what our stance should be on tackling the issue of Higher Education Policy. 

Should we be lobbying for…

    Free Education         Tuition Fees        Graduate Tax        or none of these?

This is your chance to help us try and shape the future of university funding for students 
like you. 

A General Meeting is also a chance to talk about anything, and you can submit a paper to 
the Union Council Chair for a subject to be raised. Papers must be submitted by email to 
chairman@imperial.ac.uk by Monday 24 November. You can find information about how 

to write and submit a paper on our website.

To find out more about each model for Higher Education Funding, please visit

imperialcollegeunion.org/hef-factsheet.
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Model of the moment: Kendall Jenner
Cecile Borkhataria on how Kendall is taking centre stage on the runway

"I want to 
be some
little girl's 
super 
hero." Kendall Jenner walking for the Diane Von Furstenberg runway at the New York Spring 2015 

Fashion Week. Photo: Glamour.com 

I
f you haven’t heard of Kendall 

Jenner by now, then  you 

probably live under a rock. Her 

face has been plastered on every 

magazine cover, from the likes 

of Vogue to the edgy Dazed and 

Confused. She is part of the new 

wave of social media powerhouse 

models,  with multiple selfies posted 

on her instagram account – a de 

rigueur daily ritual. Many will 

know of her from her childhood 

appearances alongside her sisters on 

the hit US reality tv series, Keeping 

up wit h t he Kardashians. Despite the 

fame she acquired from appearing 

on the series, she was determined 

to become a model from an early 

age, without the Kardashian name. 

In an intervew with Juju Chang on 

Night line, she explained that she 

has worked hard towards achieving 

her newfound succcess as a model, 

saying “In reality I worked pretty 

hard for this, running around 

doing tests. It wasn’t like I just got 

it magically.” When she was asked 

why she wanted to become a model, 

she said “I would always be looking 

at these supermodels, they were 

just so amazing to me, they were 

like superheroes… I want to be some 

little girl’s superhero. I want to the 

best role model I can be to a little 

girl or a little boy or to anybody.”  

Interestingly, she has asked her 

sisters not to attend her catwalk 

shows, because she feels that this 

would take the attention away from 

her, especially if her uber-famous 

sister Kim Kardashian West were in 

attendance. Recently, in an attempt 

to distance herself from her Keeping 

up wit h t he Kardashians persona, 

she dropped her last name so that 

she would be taken more seriously. 

She said that she did this at all her 

model castings last year, where she 

only went by her first name. Kendall 

enjoyed her big-break as a runway 

model in September, for the Spring/

Summer 2015 fashion season, which 

saw her walk the runway for 13 

labels at New York, Milan and Paris 

fashion weeks. Among some of the 

big names she walked for were Diane 

Von Furstenberg, Chanel, Givenchy 

and Dolce and Gabbana. Her global 

success as a fashion sensation has 

only just began, and two weeks ago 

she announced on her instagram 

and twitter accounts that she would 

be the new face of beauty cosmetics 

brand Estee Lauder.

Kendall is not only a hugely 

successful model, but she is also a 

businesswoman, much like her older 

sister Kim. With her sister Kylie 

Jenner, she has launched a jewellery 

line called ‘Metal Haven,’ a clothing 

line called ‘Kendall and Kylie,’ sold 

at US retailer Pacsun, as well as a 

shoe and handbag collection for 

Steve Madden. The budding model 

has even ventured into writing, and 

in 2014 released a novel co-authored 

with Kylie called Rebels: City of Indra 

(which was actually ghostwritten by 

Maya Sloan). 

Kendall has said that her 

reputation as a reality tv star has 

made it difficult for her to break 

into the fashion industry, and she 

has had to work  a lot harder to be 

taken seriously and build a career in 

modelling.

With her recent rapid rise in 

fashion, rumours about her life 

have run rampant. Recently, it was 

reported that fellow models were 

mean towards her during fashion 

week, would bully her backstage 

and put their cigarettes out in 

her drinks. However, in her latest 

magazine interview with Dazed and 

Confused, Kendall confirms that 

these rumours are exactly just that: 

rumours. In the issue, which hits 

newsstands on the 27th of November, 

she said “Everyone’s been really 

cool to me. I’ve never had one girl be 

mean… so far.”

The rumours about her don’t just 

stop at the runway either. Being 

as famous as she is, she has been 

romantically linked to many high 

profile stars, including Justin Bieber, 

Chris Brown, Harry Styles and 

more recently, Dallas Mavericks 

basketball player Chandler Parsons. 

Earlier this month, Kendall 

celebrated her 19th birthday 

at Chateau Marmont in West 

Hollywood, where she re-united 

with her close friend Selena Gomez. 

The two were feuding after Kendall 

had been spotted out to dinner with 

Justin Bieber, Selena’s ex-boyfriend. 

In a recent interview however, 

Kendall set the record straight, 

clarifying that her and Bieber 

were in fact just very close friends. 

Another rumoured frenemy, Cara 

Delevingne, also attended the party, 

ending rumours that the two are 

feuding. Both Cara and Selena sang 

happy birthday to Kendall.

So, what’s on the horizon for the 

fashion sensation? The star will soon 

be featuring as the new face of Karl 

Lagerfeld’s own fashion label, and 

it’s been rumoured that she may 

replace Cara Delevingne as the face 

of Chanel. This isn’t so implausible, 

considering that Cara Delevingne 

has announced that she will be 

focusing more on her acting career 

next year.

Kendall has compared her busy, 

whirlwind year to living like 

Hannah Montana. She told the 

New York Times “It’s definitely two 

different worlds. I feel like Hannah 

Montana. But it’s fun.” 
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HANGMAN hangman@imperial.ac.uk

Impotent student takes up sport

It was revealed to Hangman this 
week that a student was left “upset 
and confused,” after picking up 

what he thought was a leaflet ad-
dressing erectile dysfunction. After 
initially glancing at the subtitle “get 
active, no hassle,” the anonymous first 
year aeronautics student was hopeful 
that finally he might get some infor-
mation on how to address his flagging 
issue.

However, he was left 

disappointed when upon closer 

inspection he realised the leaflet 

was actually advertising the 

new Imperial Sport programme, 

known as “Impetus.”

The scheme, that costs £30, 

allows students to play sports 

without the having to commit 

and play in leagues. Sport 

Imperial provides the scheme 

for “competitive sports” such 

as Table Tennis, and Ultimate 

Frisbee. 

Said the student, “I’ve been 

worried about my little problem 

for a while, and it seems to 

be a common shortcoming 

with a few of my friends. I was 

Students steal CT scanner to 
recover club costs
S

ources have revealed to Hang-

man this week that a group 

of men took a large piece of 

machinery to a local Cash Converters 

with hopes of receiving cash in hand. 

Upon closer inspection it was found 

to be a CT scanner, which was dam-

aged but still useable, although has 

now been deemed a health hazard. 

Although it is uncertain as to 

where this CT scanner was sourced, it 

coincides with Charing Cross hospital 

reporting last Wednesday that one 

of their own scanners had gone 

missing. The scanner was seemingly 

dismantled and carried out of the 

building, in a manner that, according 

to a mechanic “would imply those 

removing the scanner has some crude 

knowledge of medical machinery.”

CCTV was unable to capture the 

culprits on camera, as those cameras 

located in the vicinity were also 

dismantled and removed too. The 

same mechanic told hangman, “It was 

like these culprits had experience with 

this sort of crime: the latest footage to 

be recovered shows a group of men, 

semi-naked, approaching the camera 

with an apparent look of apprehension 

on their faces. They then purposefully 

grasped the side of the camera, and the 

screen goes blank. 

“It was like they knew exactly how 

to stop a camera from capturing what 

they were doing. Maybe they had been 

caught on camera in the past?”

Sources from the hospital said 

they then saw a group of ten or so 

males attempting to “unplug” the 

equipment, before descending into an 

argument about how to remove the 

technology in question. 

A patient said she could hear 

mutterings, various “grunts” and large 

bangs from inside the CT consultation 

room. 

It seems the team of men later 

managed to dismantle parts of the 

machine, and were seen apparently 

skulking through the corridors 

lumbering the large chunks of metal, 

dragging wiring along behind them. 

Said one patient who was walking the 

corridors after being unable to sleep: 

“It looked and sounded like a bunch 

of cavemen dragging carcasses down 

the hall. I couldn’t quite work out who 

they were or what they were carrying, 

but I kept getting wafts of beer from 

them as they stumbled out of sight.”

The students, who appeared to be of 

an “athletic physique,” then offered 

up the scanner once reassembled for 

cash in hand early Thursday morning. 

They were willing to take the first 

offer presented to them. 

The shopkeeper told Hangman 

they don’t usually trade in medical 

equipment, especially pieces that 

looked like they had been forcefully 

dismantled then reassembled and was 

leaking some questionable liquid, but 

the boys seemed desperate. 

“All of them were talking at the 

same time in the store, but I caught 

snippets of something to do with a 

broken window, some sort of fine and 

having to pay for training next year. 

“They also managed to produce 

about 30 silver sterling stethoscopes, 

50 copies of a yellow and green A5 

handbook in various states of distress 

and some sort of large bird costume.”

The shopkeeper said she handed 

over roughly £2,000 for the lot. “They 

seemed pleased: one of them said 

something about how that it was more 

than “stewarding” would have got 

them anyway.”

In unrelated news, Imperial 

Medicals have managed to raise 

enough funds to pay for their training, 

coaching and transport for the next 

academic year. The team are reported 

to be “ecstatic.” 

It is uncertain if the men suffered from any radiation issues after

hoping that finally I can get 

some more information on my 

limp handshake but I really 

don’t want to risk searching 

for it using the hall’s Internet 

service.”

When asked if he was aware of 

the incognito searching mode, 

he refused to comment. He 

did add however that he might 

give Ultimate Frisbee a go now 

though, as “maybe a bit more 

exercise may put some wind in 

the sails.”

S
ources close to Hangman 

revealed this week that Chris 

Kaye, our esteemed Deputy 

President (Welfare) took a female 

senior member of staff out for a 

date – to Reynolds. The staff member 

in question was keen to investigate 

Reynolds and its perceived drinking 

culture, and Kaye seized the 

opportunity to accompany her.

“She invited me,” he blushed, before 
continuing, “Or rather, I did maybe 
invite myself along but she was 
pleased I think for the company.”

The couple were spotted catching 
the number 10 bus outside of 
the Royal Albert Hall towards 
Hammersmith, before walking up 
to the bar under the Charing Cross 
Hospital. The pair braved Wednesday 
Sports night, a venue some would 
consider challenging at best, and 
downright terrifying at worst for a 
first date.

Chris said it was one of the more 
difficult first dates to navigate, 
especially as he had not met her on 
Tinder. “I hadn’t had a chance to stalk 

SKILIPPA PHETT
ANONYMOUS UNION SOURCE

Deputy President (Welfare) 
has smooth first date, but 
doesn’t seal the deal

her, so didn’t know what to ask about.
She talked a lot about education 

policy which was interesting, but my 
phone died so I couldn’t google a lot 
of what she was saying.”

Chris also found it difficult to 
enjoy any privacy during the date. 
“Obviously, I am kind of a big deal, 
so people were coming up to me and 
saying hi. People also recognised 
my date from things like the 
student prospectus, being on stage 
on graduation and having her own 
Wikipedia page.”

However, the date seemed to 
go smoothly, and although Chris 
wouldn’t say if they left together, 
he did say they would be seeing 
each other again. “We sit on a lot of 
the same advisory boards, so I will 
actually be seeing her next Tuesday 
morning to discuss the outcomes to 
the General Meeting for the Higher 
Education Funding.”

He told us that although its not his 
preferred second date of choice, he 
understands she is a busy woman. 
“She’s so important, like myself, so we 
have to just make time where we can 
if we are going to make this work. 

“It is still early days but you know, 
YOLO.”

Is this Imperial's most eligible and most well endowed bachelor?
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This week, you are the Felix 

Editor and have to write the 

horoscopes avoiding any Felix 

in-jokes due to all those that 

complained about the in-jokes. 

Now you are an in-joke too, how 

fucking meta is this. We still 

think you are a wanker, you try 

writing these fucking things 

every week.

HOROSCOPES
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GO ON, YOU FUCKING 
WRITE THESE THINGS, 
LIKE LITERALLY COME TO 
THE OFFICE AND GIVE ME 
50 HILARIOUS WORDS OF 
DEPTH AND MEANING 
TWELVE TIMES OVER LIKE 
I BET YOU BLOODY CANT 
EITHER

This week you have to calm the 

Felix editor with some sedatives 

as she has a breakdown trying 

to write the horoscopes so near 

to the deadline. As she lulls into 

unconsciousness on the floor of 

the office, you secretly change 

the title of Felix to “The Library 

Café Magazine.” No-one notices 

the difference. 

This week you are so hungover 
you puke right in the middle 
of the library. However, being 
Imperial, no-one bothers to 
look up, someone absent-
mindedly shushes you and 
you simply return to your seat, 
pale and dazed. Better crack 
on with that problem sheet, it 
won’t do itself. 

This week you take a nap in EEE. 

You wake up and find someone 

has uploaded a picture of you 

napping to facebook. Aroused 

by the voyeurism of it all, you 

browse through the site getting 

hard. You wake again; it was a 

dream within a dream and now 

someone has uploaded a photo of 

you napping with a boner.

This week, on the advice from a 
friend, you try to cheat on a test 
by writing your notes on your 
dick. Sadly, the test is online, 
and not only that, was plagued 
by so many technical difficulties 
that it gets cancelled anyway. 
You wipe the ink off your shaft 
of knowledge dejectedly; maybe 
next time eh. 

This week you are still DPW. You 
decide to ask an older woman 
out on a date – to Reynolds. 
As you sip on a midori bomb 
together, your date is crashed by 
four naked medics. You watch in 
sadness as they enthusiastically 
lead your date away, who seems 
just as happy to join them. Don’t 
be sad, there are plenty more 
swipes to be made on tinder. 

This week you do your first all-

nighter in the library. You spend 

seven hours “prepping” yourself 

mentally, three readjusting 

your seat and two moaning on 

facebook to friends about having 

to pull an all-nighter. You cram 

all your work in between 5am 

until 8am, but you crash out as 

your work prints and miss the 

deadline entirely. 

This week you decide that you are 

so jealous of all the students that 

get reading weeks that you decide 

to take this week off. After missing 

all your lectures, the head of your 

department calls you into their 

office to tell you that as a lecturer 

you are being employed to teach 

and, unlike your students, you have 

to turn up to lectures. Personally 

you can’t see the problem as all 

your students love you.

This week, you plan your outfit 

for the ACC Bar Night. You use 

the hall washing machine to clean 

your BDSM gear for your “get yo 

freak on” outfit, but fall asleep 

with it still in the machine. You 

wake-up chained to your bed with 

your Hall Senior standing over 

you wearing nothing but your 

knee-high leather boots. Life just 

got a whole lot more fun.

This week you are an oversized 
spanner. Upset about being 
brandished by your committee 
members in an attempt to 
overcompensate for their own 
(personal) shortcomings, you 
run away, hobbling awkwardly 
into the night. Some RSM 
douche picks you up, and 
claims you for their own. Sweet 
freedom was so close. 

This week, you are studying for an 
exam and write all of your revision 
notes on your dick. After nipping 
to the toilet to examine your shaft 
of knowledge, you realise your 
crotch sweat has blurred the black 
ink, making them unreadable. 
Once you go black, you never go 
back; you hobble back to halls 
instead, knowing there is no way 
you would pass the exam anyway.

Diary Of a Fresher, aged 18 3/4
Saturday 22nd November
Dear Diary, 
Today I went ice skating with Dorothy, as she had never been before and wanted to take pictures of us together on the ice for Facebook, instagram and twitter. She took about 150 
photos and all were blurry as I kept slipping and sliding about on the ice. She posted them all and then tagged me, and Mum liked some of them, then started to ask me about Dorothy 
during our Saturday night Skype call. She wants me to bring her over for the weekend. MY BEDSHEETS ARE EVEN MORE EMBARRASSING AT HOME GOD NO

Sunday 23rd
Dorothy knocked on my door super early this morning, asking if I wanted to go for a walk in Hyde Park. I was planning on having a lie-in (I was up quite late on reddit) but she 
pretended to go in this sort of childish strop until I said I would.

She still won’t sleep with me, she says if I love her I will wait until “she’s ready.” That’s fi ne (obviously, I am a feminist after all) but when did we start telling each other we loved each 
other? This is meant to be a big point in a relationship, and we have been only going out like a week? Need to Skype Mum about this.

Monday 24th
Received 55 whatsapp messages from Dorothy. Many consisted of just strings of emojis, some of which I didn’t even recognise or even know what she was trying to say by using them. 
Dating is hard. 

Received a letter from Kris Kraye in jail in Turkmenistan, and he is coming home next weekend! They dropped all the charges and apparently he had started an underground gambling 
circle with some of the cellmates, and he’s a liability or something but it doesn’t matter, he is coming home! I am going to meet him at the airport, and Dorothy really wants to come along 
too. 

Tuesday 25th
I spent the afternoon off in the library. I went to the fourth fl oor (where all the fresher’s study obviously, I am not ready for the imposing silence of the second fl oor yet). It is so warm! 
Even though it is November people are walking around in shorts and t-shirts, and at one point I swear I saw someone literally tackle another person for trying to move their desk fan.  

Wednesday 26th
I told Dorothy that I was going to the ACC Bar night next week (as a geek lol so I can just wear 3D glasses from that cinema trip in freshers week) and she got super upset before 
I had even had a chance to ask her to come with me. 

I don’t understand this woman .

HANGMAN hangman@imperial.ac.uk

Is this Imperial's most eligible and most well endowed bachelor?
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Puzzles Editor    Michael Faggetter
Puzzles
fsudoku@imperial.ac.uk

Across

1. An embarrassing mistake (4,3)

5. Flatters, suits (7)

9. Sound of a pigeon (3)

10. NFL team based in Detroit (5)

11. __’_ Al Ghul; villain from Batman franchise (3)

12. Sign of the zodiac (5)

13. Followed by Dorothy and Toto (6,5,4)

19. Country, second city Tel Aviv (6)

20. Wine grape variety (6)

21. An unethical lawyer (9,6)

29. The ____; British rock band (1963-96) (5)

30. Body part (3)

31. Defunct British car manufacturer (5)

32. Assist (3)

33. Wrongful, evil (7)

34. Talk incessantly (7)

Down

1. ______ Towers, comedy TV series (6)

2. Out of fashion (6)

3. Common name for sports’ medical personnel (6)

4. Beetle held sacred by ancient Egyptians (6)

5. Art of growing miniature trees (6)

6. John ______, actor (Con Air, 2012) (6)

7. Country, gained independance from Spain in 1821 (6)

8. Took hold of (6)

14. British racing town (5)

15. Wife to Fred Flintstone (5)

16. Artifact, antique (5)

17. Stand-up (5)

18. Place of residence (5)

21. Salt, dissolves to give solution with pH > 7 (6)

22. Boxing class, ______weight (6)

23. Red Dwarf character portrayed by Craig Charles (6)

24. To be expected (6)

25. Give physical form to (6)

26. Neighbourhood of New York City (6)

27. Vicious, ferocious (6)

28. Old TV shows broadcast again (6)

Quick Crossword    										            James Dutton

FUCWIT 
Send in a scanned copy of your completed puzzles 

to fsudoku@imperial.ac.uk.

If there any puzzles you would like to see on 

these two pages, email me and I’ll make one for 

you!

Points are awarded for each correct solution. 

Bonus points (in brackets) are awarded to the first 

correct answer!

Leaderboard
Teams:

1. Mindsuckers	      28  

2. L3Gendary	      25

3. Fully Erect	      13

4. Aerodoku	        2

5. Guang <3 Le	        1 

Individuals:

 1. Adam Stewart	    62

 2. Catmelon	    39

 3. Kebab King	    21

 4. Jem Ong 	    10

 5. Gabriel Quek	      2

Quick Crossword

  3 points   (+2)

Acrostic Grid

  4 points   (+2)

Nonogram

  2  points   (+2)

Triple Word

  2  points  (+2)

Nonogram  				                 Stephen Ball
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Puzzles
fsudoku@imperial.ac.ukPuzzles Editor    Michael Faggetter

Last week’s solutions

Acrostic Grid         Paul G.

Benedict Cumber-bros

Quick Crossword

Triple Word
These three circles contain words with a common theme.

Find the missing letter and discover the link!

Word Search

The remaining letters spell out PINA COLADA and SCREWDRIVER.

The solutions to each pair of clues are anagrams of one another, but only one of them belongs in the 

grid. When the correct solutions from each pair have all been entered, the first column will give a 

Disney character.

Clues:

1. Close || So

2: Animal cry || Pivot

3: Accompany || Part of a circle

4: Concerned || More boisterous

5: Parts of transistors || Social insects

6: Captain || Fish

7: Research dissertation || Robberies

8: Recorded || Skilful

9: Close || Deserve

!

CREME DE

   MENTHE

COFFEE

COKE

COCKTAIL

LEMONADE

LAGER

ALE

ESPRESSO

SODA

POP

PILS

WINE

RIESLING

PORT

IPA

SAKE

MARTINI

PINT

HOOCH

ADVOCAAT

ASTI

COCOA

VALPOLICELLA

OOLONG

MILK

MEAD

RAKI

LATTE

OUZO

GROG

SPIRIT

LIMEADE

SCHNAPPS

SHANDY

CHERRYADE

COINTREAU

PUNCH

SLIVOVITZ

VODKA

NOG

BEER

STOUT

CALVADOS

GIN

TEA

CUPPA

BRANDY

ROS

RUM

SAUVIGNON

SHERRY

BITTER

BREW

BOURBON

SHOT

TEQUILA

CHABLIS

SANGRIA

RETSINA

CLARET

CAVA

VEUVE

  CLICQUOT

JAVA

DRAMBUIE

ABSINTH

CAPPUCCINO

CHAMPAGNE

CAMPARI

KIR

ARAK

BORDEAUX

BUCK’S FIZZ

BASS

BLOODY MARY

MILD

DARJEELING

SQUASH

SCOTCH

DOM PERIGNON

KEG

BEAUJOLAIS

LASSI

COCA-COLA

As editor for the puzzles page, I take full responsibility for the typo in the Nonogram last week.

The clue for the 17th column should have read 2,3,7. If you submitted a solution which was 

otherwise correct then I have awarded you the points. Thank-you to all those who emailed in.

Word Ladders: 1. PINK   MINK  MIND  MEND  MEAD

2. FUNK  PUNK  PINK   PINE     TINE

 or

    FUNK   JUNK  JUNE   TUNE   TINE

Nonogram
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C & S Editor     VACANT 
Clubs and Societies
felix@imperial.ac.uk

Mascot Mayhem at 
Tri-Union Bar Night

I
t seems that City and Guilds 

College Union (CGCU) have been 

foiled again; this time having 

their mascot, Spanner, stolen from 

right under their noses.

The mascot – a giant spanner 

imaginatively named, well, Spanner 

– is over a metre in length and weighs 

in at 64lbs [why am I reporting on a 

fucking spanner!? Ed.]. 

This cumbersome piece of brass 

was taken from the CGCU office last 

Friday morning by a member of the 

Royal School of Mines Union (RSMU) 

committee, despite a member of the 

CGCU committee also being present. 

The RSM student, a member 

of “Skinner’s Bottom” (The RSM 

mascotry team) visited the office 

to return another mascot and a 

tankard that was stolen from CGCU 

on Thursday evening during the Tri-

Union Bar Night. According to CGCU 

President, stealing mascots during 

the night was off limits “so that they 

could meet for a play-date.” Felix 

remains uncertain as to what this 

actually means but was not inclined 

to investigate. 

After being granted access to the 

office by security, the student went to 

return the mascots, but was greeted 

by the CGCU Media and Marketing 

Officer (MMO), seemingly fresh-faced 

after the previous night. 

The MMO did not recognise when 

the RSM student lumbered the 

large, overbearing piece of hardware 

into his Mary Poppins-esque sports 

bag, then left, Spanner in tow. Said 

the MMO “I thought the spanner 

was already in the secret mascot 

stronghold safe from the slimy hands 

of RSMU.”

Felix spoke to Ben Warnick, who 

gave us a hilarious recount of what 

happened. Said Warnick, “As soon 

as the CGCU’s officer’s attention 

strayed, the spanner was hidden 

deftly in a hockey bag and the Miner 

beat a hasty retreat. 

“The weight of the spanner in the 

bag was not insignificant, sufficiently 

so that the Guildswoman commented 

Philippa Skett reports on the loss 
of CGCU’s mascot

Why is he wearing a cloak? Photo: Facebook

Dear Guildsmen,

It is with great shame and sadness that I must write this apology. For apologies I must for 
the loss of our dearest, most spanneriest mascot, the Spanner.

 Unbeknownst to the CGCU Exec, most of whom spent the morning in question 
recovering from the Tri-Union Bar Night, the cunning President of the RSMU had hatched a 
dastardly plan to robe us of our most scared of artefacts. 

Having somehow gained access to the CGCU Offi ce he was able to search unabated 
for Spanner. Until, that was, he was walked in on by our Media and Marketing Offi cer. To 
her shame she did not recognise the violation that was occurring in front of her or the 
incredibly heavy bag he walked out with. She believed all too easily the story he told about 
returning poor violated Bolt and did not recognise the flattery he bestowed upon our offi ce 
as the distracting lies they were.

But what chance did she have when up against such an astute, calculating individual 
as the leader of the great RSMU. What chance would any mere real engineer have when 
confronted by the wit and skill of those who study the rocks. It is fi tting that we take this 
total defeat valiantly and it is right that we congratulate the RSMU on their patience, their 
adeptness and their determination.

And now lonely Spanner, so far from home, faces the indignity of having to appear 
next to the so much more impressive, shinning edifi ce of Davy and our union faces the 
humiliation of being so clearly bettered by the RSMU. 

So I apologise to you all for the loss of our mascot and the shame brought upon our 
Union by it. I ask you for your forgiveness and promise that this will only make us more 
dedicated that one day the CGCU will reach the dizzying heights of success of the RSMU.

TIM MUNDAY
CGCU President

The letter of Apology

upon the weight of bag. Despite 

being a hair from discovering the 

intercollegiate espionage occurring 

under her nose, the miner managed 

to escape with the spanner much to 

the embarrassment of the CGCU 

Mascot Bearers.”

Photos later surfaced of two 

members of Skinner’s Bottom – one 

wearing what appears to be a fresher’s 

pub crawl t-shirt as a bandana – 

brandishing the large spanner in 

front of the RSMU office. Both are 

wearing top hats, and one also appears 

to be in some sort of cloak, although 

it is unclear if the outfits are integral 

to the mascotry stealing, as one would 

assume a cloak would only hinder the 

movement of a large metal spanner.   

RSMU then issued a ransom to the 

CGCU, asking for £250 to be donated 

to RAG, for evidence of Spanner 

working on the bolts of Tower Bridge 

for which it is allegedly designed to 

do, for the president and Spanner 

bearer to do yards of alcohol and 

CGCU to write a grovelling letter of 

apology. 

Felix has kindly printed the letter, 

mostly because we find it hilarious, 

satisfying one of the four ransom 

note demands. Since the Tower 

Bridge walkway is closed after a 

dropped beer bottle smashed its 

new glass walkway, it is uncertain if 

students will be allowed up wielding 

a heavy piece of weaponry to attempt 

to unscrew any fixtures, but at time of 

press a spokesperson of Tower Bridge 

declined to comment. 

Felix has every faith in Tim 

Munday, CGCU President, that he 

can indeed down a yard, and wish him 

every success in his endeavour.

"one would 
assume 
a cloak 
would only 
hinder the 
movement 
of a large 
metal 
spanner." 

... why am 
I reporting 
on a 
fucking 
spanner? 
Ed. 



THE STUDENT PAPER OF IMPERIAL COLLEGE LONDON 39FELIX

Sport Editor: Kunal Wagle

28.11.2014

R
acism is unacceptable. 

Regardless of who you are, the 

situation you find yourself in, 

or any excuses you may offer up, the 

moment you bring up someone’s race 

is the moment that you have crossed 

the line. However, there seems to 

be one area where casual racism is 

endemic, and is rarely punished. I am 

talking about football. If you Google 

football and racism, you will come 

upon scores of results, and ones about 

the lack of it are rare. 

While you may believe this is 

actually about sport in general you 

only have to look as far as NBA to 

see how racism is treated in other 

sporting activities. In April this 

year, TMZ released a recording from 

September 2013 between LA Clippers 

owner Donald Sterling and a female 

friend. 

Sterling told V. Stiviano: “It bothers 

me a lot that you want to broadcast 

that you’re associating with black 

people”, and, “You can sleep with 

[black people]. You can bring them in, 

you can do whatever you want”, but 

“the little I ask you is ... not to bring 

them to my games”. The person she 

had posed with on Instagram? Magic 

Johnson, a Basketball Hall of Fame 

player. After the comments he made 

he was subsequently forced to sell his 

franchise, and now has a lifetime ban. 

This all happened within the space of 

roughly two months.

Now consider the strange situation 

of Malky Mackay. Almost three 

months ago text messages of 

homophobic, racist and sexist nature 

were revealed, which had been 

written by Mackay during his tenure 

as manager of Cardiff City.  This was 

further exacerbated when the League 

Manager’s association declared that 

this was all just “friendly text message 

banter” – a statement they soon 

apologised for. What! 

However, it seems that this did 

not seem to be the end of Mackay’s 

career, as it justifiably should have 

been. Instead he has now found new 

employment as manager of Wigan 

Athletic. You may think that would 

be the end of this story. But wait, 

there is more. 

In response to the controversy 

that surrounded the appointment of 

Mackay, Dave Whelan, the Chairman 

and Owner, made equally horrible 

statements in support of his manager. 

He tried to veil his comments as 

compliments as well as comment that 

certain words weren’t actually racist, 

but this resulted in it just coming 

Racism in football: Is the sport living in a deluded bubble?
MAX EGGL
SPORTS WRITER

off as worse. Yet, no forced sales, nor 

lifetime bans, for either of these two 

men. In fact, the FA and by extension 

FIFA itself is doing next to nothing 

to stomp out this disease. 

They may have their high profile 

campaigns, but honestly is this really 

cutting down on racism? There have 

been so many high profile cases, 

which never really lead to any sort 

of meaningful punishments. John 

Terry? Was found guilty, fined about 

two weeks wages and missed four 

games before resuming like nothing 

had ever happened. Luis Suarez? 

Once again found guilty, (strangely 

enough supported by his team and 

manager) and now living the high 

life in Barcelona. There are many 

more examples, but all of them seem 

to reach the same ending; nobody is 

really punished.

If nobody is ever really severely 

punished, this casual attitude to 

racism will continue. Imagine 

saying comparable things to your 

fellow students or work colleagues. 

You would rightly get the sack 

immediately. Anybody who thinks 

something as horrid as one race being 

better than another is an individual 

who should not be part of our society.

But football is one of the only fields 

where leniency is upheld. Why? Is it 

that FIFA in their inexorable quest 

for profits has forgotten how to keep 

the beautiful game unblemished? 

One of the possible reasons is because 

in banning people, they risk losing 

profits. If they had banned Luis 

Suarez or John Terry more severely, 

they may have faced lawsuits, and 

lost ticket revenues. Do they think 

therefore that it is much better to 

give a slap on the wrist, and hope it all 

blows over?

I am not trying to say that racism 

has been eradicated in all other 

sports, but in football it seems so 

much more prevalent. What really 

frightens me is that whilst this game 

is able to transcend race, culture, 

language and sex, it will never be 

able to cross boundaries, because 

certain individuals permeate football 

and certain authorities refuse to do 

anything about it.

Malky Mackay and Dave Whelan are currently under investigation by the FA Photo: Wigan Athletic Football Club

8th March 2009, Kingsmead, 
Durban. An Australian batsman 
is entertaining the crowd with a 
superb hundred. It was his second 
of the game, and meant that he, at 
the age of 20, became the youngest 
man to score two hundreds in a Test 
Match. It was just his second test 
match. This week, we mourn his 
passing.
Phillip Hughes, who would have 
turned 26 on Sunday, was largely 
considered one of Australia’s most 
talented batsmen when he started 
out for New South Wales at the 
age of 18. He became the youngest 

batsman to score a century in the 
Sheffield Shield Final when he 
scored 116 against Victoria to lead 
his side to victory. It was his maiden 
First Class century.
On Tuesday, when playing for 
his adopted side South Australia 
against his former side New South 
Wales, Hughes was struck by a 
bouncer from former colleague Sean 
Abbott. Hughes fell forward onto his 
face. He would remain unconscious 
until his death in the afternoon on 
Thursday in Sydney.
Hughes struggled to make the 
Australian team, after being “found 

out” against the short ball by 
Andrew Flintoff in the 2009 Ashes, 
and had to settle for being the first 
alternative for the national side. 
That didn’t stop him from scoring 86 
from 75 balls in a win against New 
Zealand and his third test century 
against Sri Lanka in 2011. He was 
selected for the one-day squad in 
2013, where he became the first 
(and only) Australian to score on a 
hundred on debut. He would add 
one more in the same series.
In his final game Hughes was on 63 
not out before that fatal ball. His 
team mate Kane Richardson paid 

tribute, saying “Even in your last 
innings they still couldn’t touch you. 
63*”
Hughes died from vertebral artery 
dissection, an injury that has only 
ever been recorded a hundred times. 
And only once due to a cricket ball.  
The injury was described by doctors 
as “extremely rare and a freak 
injury”.
He leaves behind his mother, father, 
brother and sister.
And a grieving cricket world.

KUNAL WAGLE 
SPORT EDITOR

Phil Hughes: The world mourns death of young batsman 

Photo: Mike Hutchings/Reuters
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Imperial Athletics dominate 
University of London Champs

O
n Sunday 23rd December, 

Imperial College Cross 

Country and Athletics club 

along with the ICSM (Imperial 

Medics) athletics club competed in 

the annual University of London 
championship at the Lee Valley 
Athletics centre. Having (somewhat 
unfairly) lost out to LSE last year in 
the battle for the top spot, our team 
was hungry for a chance to take back 
the championship, which has been 
won by Imperial for 10 out of the last 
12 years. 

It became apparent as the medals 

started pouring in that this was our 

year. By the end of the day we had 

racked up a massive 12 gold medals, 

10 silvers and another 9 bronze to 

take the championships, pushing our 

arch-rivals LSE down to 3rd place and 

winning twice as many golds as 2nd 

place UCL! 

Star performances in the field came 

from Stephanie Koumbas and Erik 

Tropp who won gold in the high jump 

with an all-Imperial podium in the 

men’s. George Cross led an ICSM 

dominated men’s shot put and Ines 

Kubler revealed her hidden strength 

to take gold for the women. 

It was also the women who stole 

the show on track. Fresher Alex 

Mundell wowed the competition with 

two golds in the 400m and 800m, a 

sign of what we can expect over the 

next 6 years! Final year medic Sian 

Mitchell took gold in the 200m and 

60m hurdles. However, the athlete of 

the day has to be Emma Watkins who 

could barely stand upright under the 

weight of her 5 medals, including a 

gold in long jump.

In a very tense men’s 60m final, 

Chris Chung managed to edge 

out James Roughneen and Sidney 

Chan to win gold and complete an 

impressive Imperial 1-2-3. Gareth 

Holden faced an inopportune fire 

alarm delaying the race start in 

the men’s 400m but managed to 

take home the silver medal. This, 

of course, led to the inevitable fire 

alarm selfies and a certain photo of 

one Movember participant (who shall 

remain nameless) that will surely not 

be forgotten. In the much anticipated 

relays, the Imperial women’s team 

and the men’s 1st team claimed the 

silver medals, both narrowly missing 

out on gold.

Phil Hughes, Lewis 
Hamilton, and SPOTY – the 
World Sport Column

I
n the early hours of Thursday, 

Australia batsman Phil Hughes 

was pronounced dead at St 

Vincent’s Hospital in Sydney. He had 

been struck on the side of the head 

by a bouncer from New South Wales 

bowler Sean Abbott in a Sheffield 

Shield match on Wednesday. In 
response, Cricket Australia chose 
to abandon the round of domestic 
matches being played this week. They 

also chose to cancel India’s warm-

up fixture ahead of the series in 

Australia. Pakistan and New Zealand 

chose to extend their test match by 

a day and suspend play on Thursday 

out of respect, while England and Sri 

Lanka will have a minute’s silence 

ahead of their match on Friday. An 

obituary for Phil Hughes is on page 

39.

In Formula 1 Lewis Hamilton won 

the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix at the 

Yas Marina Circuit to win the World 

Championship. Nico Rosberg, who 

was the only person who could catch 

Hamilton, was only able to finish 

13th, after his car had power issues.

In the Champions League Chelsea 

produced the “perfect” performance 

as they beat Schalke 5-0. Sergio 

Photo: IC Cross Country

GARETH HOLDEN
SHIV PATEL
IC CROSS COUNTRY

Photo: IC Cross Country

Of course, no athletics event would 

be complete without the standard 

club curry to round off a good day of 

UCL-bashing. The real competition 

of who could brave the vindaloo was 

won by James Roughneen who didn’t 

even break a sweat (almost). The 

trophy proved to be the perfect vessel 

for toasting our success and ensuring 

sufficient levels of merriment all 

round. The last leg of the day (pun 

intended) involved a trip to Be at One, 

Hammersmith where two for one 

cocktails went down very well. This 

rounded off what was a spectacular 

day for Imperial Athletics and a 

fantastic team performance to mark 

record levels of participation! It’s not 

too late to get involved in ICXCA, 

there will be many more events in the 

new year. Email run@ic.ac.uk or find 

us on Facebook.

KUNAL WAGLE
SPORT EDITOR

Aguero provided two goals as 

Manchester City came back from 

2-1 down to beat Bayern Munich 3-2 

to keep their hopes of qualification 

alive. But it was another frustrating 

night for Liverpool, as Ludogrets 

scored in injury time to draw the 

match 2-2. Liverpool go into the final 

game knowing a win over Basel at 

Anfield will send them through. In 

the Premier League Wayne Rooney 

scored as Manchester United beat 

Arsenal 2-1 at the Emirates.

In tennis, Andy Murray has 

announced his engagement to 

girlfriend Kim Sears. The couple 

met at the US Open in 2005. In 

January, Murray joked on Twitter 

that he would be getting married after 

Wimbledon, a statement he retracted 

an hour later.

In actual tennis, Roger Federer 

helped Switzerland win the Davis 

Cup for the first time in their history 

with victory over Frenchman Richard 

Gasquet. He had lost his opening 

match against Gael Monfils.

The BBC has announced the 

nominees for the Sports Personality 

of the Year award. They are: Gareth 

Bale, Charlotte Dujardin, Kelly 

Gallagher, Charlotte Evans, Lewis 

Hamilton, Rory McIlroy, Jo Pavey, 

Adam Peaty, Max Whitlock and 

Lizzy Yarnold.
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