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In case you 
missed it...

Formula 1 driver Jules Bianchi has 
woken from his artificial coma 
and is breathing unaided.  He is 
still in a critical condition and is 
unconscious.
Sebastian Vettel has now 
officially signed for Ferrari. The 
news means that current Ferrari 
driver Fernando Alonso will leave 
Ferrari at the end of the season. 

Wigan Athletic have hired 
Malky Mackay to be their new 
manager. The appointment 
sparked fury from a number of 
officials, as Mackay is currently 
under investigation for allegedly 
sending racist and homophobic 
texts while at Cardiff City.

Wayne Rooney moved closer to 
Bobby Charlton’s record as all-
time leading England goalscorer 
with two goals in a 3-1 win 
against Scotland on Tuesday. 

In Rugby Union England lost to 
South Africa at Twickenham. This 
means that England have now 
lost their last five games. Wales 
scraped past 14 man Fiji, whilst 
Scotland narrowly lost to the All 
Blacks. France beat Australia in a 
close game 29-26.
Novak Djokovic won his third 
consecutive ATP World Tour 
Finals title at the O2 on Sunday 
in unfortunate circumstances. 
After winning a tough semi-final 
against Stan Wawrinka, Federer 
was forced to pull out of the final 
with a back injury.

KUNAL WAGLE
SPORT EDITOR

L
ast Saturday, the Imperial 

Falcons achieved a draw and a 

win against the UCL Capitals in 

their first home games of the season. 

Despite coming from behind in both 

games, Imperial managed to clinch 

the double header, thanks largely to 

some excellent batting and fielding 

by some of the newcomers to the 

club.

Imperial went behind early in 

game one, as the Falcons shipped 

two runs in the first innings.  The 

game had to be paused until third-

baseman Zayd Al-Haddad stopped 

bleeding everywhere, before pitcher 

Ben Hollis managed to knuckle 

down and strike out the final two 

batters to retire the side.  Imperial 

came back strongly though, as 

their first six batters all got on base 

(including hits by captain Ashley 

Ng and rookie Zak Meddings), and 

shortstop Edoardo Lisi came round 

to score.  Unfortunately though, two 

players were caught stealing by the 

strong arm of UCL’s loud-mouthed 

American catcher (despite being 

slightly drunk).

Ben continued to pitch into the 

second innings, giving up two runs 

but striking out UCL’s final batter, as 

well as hitting UCL’s catcher for the 

second time in successive innings.  

In the bottom of the 2nd inning, the 

Imperial bats really got going – the 

first four batters got on base, and all 

came round to score.  Tempers flared 

later on in the inning though, after 

a collision between Zak (who got 

on third after an excellent double) 

and the UCL catcher.  Despite a 

heated exchange, no punches were 

thrown, and the game carried on with 

Imperial leading 5-4 going into the 

final inning.

After some strong pitching by 

reliever Zack Wang, the game was tied 

at five going into the final inning.  

Imperial needed only one run to walk 

off with the victory.  Unfortunately, 

the first two Imperial hitters struck 

out, leaving it to Edoardo to seize 

the win.  It was not to be, however, as 

the Falcons batter grounded out to 

second base to end the game 5-5.

The second game did not start well 

for the Falcons – despite Imperial 

scoring in the first innings, pitcher 

Ashley Ng gave up five runs for 

only one out (a fly ball by someone 

called “Neon Shorts”, according to 

the score sheet), until the mercy rule 

kicked in and the Imperial Falcons 

were once again up to bat.  The 

scoring then largely dried up for 

the next couple of innings, (apart 

from a run from Howard Kwok in 

the second) after some tight fielding 

and some excellent pitching by 

Falcons ace Edoardo (channelling 

Madison Bumgarner by pitching in 

relief despite being the best pitcher 

we have).  Imperial’s solid defence 

quietened the watching UCL reserves, 

along with the driving rain and the 

fact that the Steve the Catcher’s 

hangover seemed to have kicked in.

At 5-3 down in the top of the fourth 

inning, the Imperial bats opened up 

and the runs started flowing.  After 

hits by Edoardo, Zack, Zak and 

Jacques Smith, Imperial scored four 

runs to take a two-run lead into the 

bottom of the fourth inning.  One 

run and one out later (a great stop 

by short-stop Vincent Li followed 

by a great tag by first-baseman 

Chris Carter), UCL had runners on 

first and second, and the situation 

looked nervous for the Falcons.  The 

UCL batter then hit a line-drive 

that seemed destined for left field, 

until Vincent leapt up to make the 

catch.  Realising that the runner had 

gone, Vincent threw to Rhys Jones 

at second base to end the game, with 

Imperial running out 7-6 winners.

Congratulations on the whole 

team for the victory, and for staying 

positive despite the dire conditions.  

The team showed great mentality 

in coming from behind .  Special 

mention to all of the new players, 

Zayd Al-Haddad, Catherine Ding, Zak 

Meddings and Ben Sharpless, all of 

whom made crucial contributions on 

both games.

L
ast week Novak Djokovic won 

his third consecutive ATP 

World Tour Finals title whilst 

also in the process securing the World 

Number One ranking for the year. 

Apart from a minor (and temporary) 

blip against Japanese player Kei 

Nishikori in the semi-final, Djokovic 

swept aside all those in his way with 

disdain.

The same could be said of his 

opponent in the final. Roger Federer 

mercilessly destroyed his opponents 

in the round robin, including British 

hope Andy Murray 6-0 6-1, before 

squeaking past compatriot Stanislas 

Wawrinka in the semi-final.

But then disaster struck, as Federer 

was forced to pull out of the final with 

a back injury. As a result, London was 

denied the match that it had patiently 

waited a week for. This does raise a 

pertinent question. Given the one-

sided nature of almost all the other 

matches in the tournament, has what 

was traditionally called the ‘Big Four’ 

now become a ‘Big Two’?

For those of you who don’t know, 

tennis’ traditional ‘Big Four’ did 

consist of Novak Djokovic, Roger 

Federer, Rafael Nadal and Andy 

Murray. However, in the last year 

Andy Murray has fallen down 

the rankings (although this could 

arguably be attributed to the back 

surgery that he opted to have late last 

year).

Having said that, Andy Murray had 

won three of the five tournaments 

he played in in the weeks leading 

up to the final showdown. But that 

form was nowhere to be seen once he 

entered the arena for his match with 

Roger Federer. Federer dispatched 

Murray in just 56 minutes. A crowd 

of 16000 watched in shock as a 

traditionally close match became 

painfully embarrassing for the 

former World Number Two. It 

capped a tough year for Murray, as he 

failed to win a single match against 

Federer, Djokovic and Nadal.

Some would say that it is harsh 

on Rafael Nadal to say that he can 

no longer be included in the very 

top bracket of players. The case for 

Nadal is strengthened when it is 

considered that he reached the final 

of the Australian Open, where he lost 

to Wawrinka (although he did suffer 

an injury during the match), and won 

the French Open. But the statistics 

since the Roland Garros do not make 

pretty reading for Nadal. He has not 

made a final since Paris in May, let 

alone win a tournament. This should 

be qualified with the fact that he was 

absent from the US Open and the 

ATP World Tour Finals with injury.

But would that actually have made 

a difference? 

Since winning the US Open in 2013, 

Nadal has only beaten Djokovic once 

– in the French Open Final this year. 

He was even beaten by Djokovic on 

clay in Rome, a tournament he was 

won seven times in the last ten years. 

Andy Murray’s stats against Djokovic 

and Federer are even less favourable. 

Murray hasn’t beaten Federer since 

January 2013, and hasn’t won a set 

against him since January this year. 

Against Djokovic, Murray hasn’t 

won since his fabled triumph at 

Wimbledon in 2013. He won a set 

against him at the US Open this year, 

but that remains his only set since 

that game at Wimbledon.

But what about the chasing pack? 

Have Stanislas Wawrinka, or Kei 

Nishikori (the two semi-finalists from 

last week) bridged the gap enough to 

be considered genuine contenders 

against the might of Federer and 

Djokovic? The statistics suggest that 

they haven’t yet. Wawrinka pushed 

Federer close last week, but Nishikori 

struggled against him. Wawrinka was 

mercilessly destroyed by Djokovic 

in a haphazard performance last 

Wednesday.

Their head to head records also 

seem to agree with this. Wawrinka 

has only beaten Djokovic once since 

2006, whilst he has only toppled 

Federer twice in his career. Both 

matches were on clay as well, easily 

Federer’s worst surface. Nishikori’s 

record against Federer and Djokovic 

is slightly more favourable, as he is 

only behind 3-2 on a head to head 

with each of them.

The bottom line? Through injuries 

to others Djokovic and Federer do 

seem to have pulled away from the 

pack. Whether Nadal and Murray can 

catch them back up will depend on 

how they recover from their injuries. 

Wawrinka and Nishikori would 

appear to be nearest to Djokovic and 

Federer at the moment. 

The tennis world will be hoping that 

these two can bridge the gap before 

Federer retires, as otherwise we may 

be faced with a ‘Big Two’ becoming 

just the ‘Big One’.  

Rookies star as Baseball beat UCL

Has the ‘Big Four’ become a ‘Big Two’?
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Federer vs Djokovic is a final we've all got used to Photo: Getty Images
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Double Trouble?
As Rosberg and Hamilton 
go head to head one last 
time, Felix asks whether 
the awarding of double 
points in the fi nal race is 
a good thing.

T
he world’s premier motorsport 

competition descends on the 

Yas Marina Circuit in Abu 

Dhabi for the final race of the season 

in a cloud of anxiety, uncertainty, and 

the usual hefty dose of controversy. 

The awarding of double points at 

the season ending Grand Prix was 

announced, among a raft of other 

changes, back in early December 

2013. The potential for controversy 

was always obvious, but it is only now 

that we are finding out what the real 

implications are.

Following Sebastian Vettel’s 

dominant 2013 season, there was 

a profound sense that something 

needed to change. Romping home 

to the title with three races to spare, 

the German ended the Formula One 

season in every sense but on paper. 

F1, like any sport, must carefully 

tread the line between honest 

competition and entertainment. 

No one wants to see artificial 

competition for its own sake but, 

as the financial struggles of minor 

teams come to the fore, it has never 

been clearer that F1 needs to do more 

to engage with its fans. Three dead 

rubber races at the end of the season 

do no one any good. 

Imagine if the final day of the 

Ryder Cup was purely ceremonial, 

or Jessica Ennis was so far in front 

that she needn’t turn up for the final 

events of the Olympic heptathlon. 

Yes, the purity and the authenticity 

of the sporting contest must be 

maintained, but sport has drama 

at its very heart. As double points 

maintains the possibility that the 

result could change, it preserves the 

drama for as long as possible.

Without double points, Hamilton 

would only have needed podiums 

after his win at the Austin Grand 

Prix. Given the quality of the car 

he is driving, that would be all but 

guaranteed. Don’t get me wrong, 

I want Lewis Hamilton to win the 

title, and there is no doubt in my 

mind that he has been the best 

driver all year. The very essence of 

sport, however, is that, on ‘any given 

Sunday’, it is all up for grabs. Make 

no mistake, if Lewis loses the title 

this weekend, it will not be because of 

double points. If Nico Rosberg wins 

on Sunday, Lewis will still outclass 

him 10-5 in race wins. If he is not 

crowned World Champion it will 

be down to his poor results early in 

the season. Whether those failures 

were the fault of the team, the result 

of Lewis abusing his car, due to foul 

play by Nico, or downright bad 

luck, we will never know. But in the 

context of double points it is totally 

irrelevant. Lewis has been the better 

driver all year, but under both points 

systems he could still lose this year’s 

title. Rules change more frequently 

in F1 than any other sport. Success 

has always gone to the team that 

best adapts. As changes go, this is 

relatively minor.

When rugby union introduced 

end of season play offs to decide the 

title in 2003 Gloucester finished the 

regular season a mammoth 15 points 

clear, only to lose the final to London 

Wasps. They were not pleased. 

A decade on and the drama of a 

Premiership Final has introduced 

new fans to the sport while the season 

builds healthily to a resounding 

climax. The contrast to an F1 season 

could not be more pronounced. 

The championship begins with the 

intrigue of winter testing, a first 

glimpse of the cars and the initial 

whispers of who might have top 

pace. The first few races come thick 

and fast and we quickly establish the 

front runners. All too often and all 

too quickly the season trails off. One 

or two teams become established at 

the front and the competition is as 

good as over. Mid table outfits turn 

their attention to next year’s car and 

leave the driver to battle on valiantly 

for minor points. As a spectacle it 

still has appeal; the glitz and glamour 

JACK ELKINGTON
SPORTS WRITER

YES  

of Monaco, the raw tribalism of the 

Tifosi at Monza, the stunning street 

circuit under lights at Singapore. 

Permutation Double Points Single Points

What Hamilton needs to do to win, 

regardless of Rosberg

2nd 7th

What Rosberg needs to do, if 

Hamilton fails to win points

5th 2nd

Where Hamilton needs to finish 

to allow Rosberg to become World 

Champion without winning the race

6th 11th

These iconic events will always hold 

a place in the sporting calendar, but 

the championship as a whole has lost 

its edge. Whether it was Schumacher 

driving his Ferrari into the distance 

a decade ago or Vettel’s dominance 

of recent years, champions soon 

became unpopular because races 

became boring. Even Jenson Button’s 

2009 World Championship is tainted 

by the fact that it was essentially 

won before the summer break. A 

championship that goes to the wire, 

such as Hamilton’s 2008 win and 

this year’s contest, is better for the 

sport and everyone involved in it. 

Since 1991, the result of just three 

championships would have changed, 

an additional three championships 

would have gone to the wire and on 

those occasions, more drivers would 

have been involved in the shootout.

F1 will always have a die-hard 

following of motorsport fans and 

the backing of the world’s rich and 

powerful. In that way its survival is 

not under threat. But if it is to truly 

thrive and take the place it deserves at 

the top table of world sports, then it 

must not be afraid to change its ways. 

Double points may not be perfect 

– it may need tweaking. Perhaps it 

could be extended to the last 3 races 

to reduce the random element of it, 

or a gradual increase over the course 

of the season to keep all the teams 

engaged. There are options. The big 

players in F1 got all the other changes 

spot on this season, and they are on to 

something here too. 

I hope they have the courage to 

stick with it.

Some of the permutations for this weekend's final race at the Yas Marina Circuit in Abu Dhabi, along with what 
the equivalent permutations would have been if single points were in use for the race.

Photo: XPB.CC
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Double Trouble?

HENRY LAMBLEY
SPORTS WRITER

NO

F
ormula One is no longer 

interesting. Audiences are 

dwindling across the globe and 

sponsors are unhappy. Solution? A 

double points system for the finale. 

Why? Because a margin of two race 

victories coming to the ultimate 

event is virtually impossible for a 

driver to achieve. The hope is that by 

artificially extending the title contest 

to the final Grand Prix, people will 
still watch the proceedings when they 
may have otherwise tuned out. More 
viewers and no regulation changes for 
the teams to worry about; it could be 
the perfect solution to all of the sports 
problems. Does it sound too good to 
be true? It may be great for a casual 
viewer of the sport but in reality the 
system will just hurt every other 
aspect of the competition.

At the whim of meddling 

management, Formula One has 

undergone many alterations in 

recent years to the frustration of 

the sports core audience. These 

regulation changes were designed to 

increase the competitiveness of the 

races but have resulted in the cars 

being slower and give the air of a 

sport that is actively set against any 

form of innovation. This has been 

compounded by the introduction of 

the “overtake button” (KERS) and the 

Drag Reduction System (DRS) which 

are are prominent examples of how 

the action has been tampered with to 

artificially generate exciting racing. 

These moves are punishing the core 

fan base of the sport who are equally 

interested in the technical aspects 

as the racing. Already discontented 

seasoned viewers have also had to 

cope with a series of adjustments 

to the way in which the points are 

awarded at the races designed to 

reward more aggressive driving. The 

system has changed from 10 points 

being given to the winner and only 

the top six positions scoring in 2002 

to now where the top ten placed cars 

are handed points and the winner 

receives 25. 

Awarding double points in the race 

at Abu Dhabi suggests that the race is 

in some way more important than the 

other 18 but the challenges facing the 

teams are exactly the same as at many 

of the other venues. The distance 

covered over the duration of the race 

is the same and the weather wont 

play a part as the track is guaranteed 

to be bone dry throughout. The 

Yas Marina Circuit is one of many 

examples of a Hermann Tilke design 

on the Formula One calendar which, 

with run-off areas that stretch for 

miles, offers few challenges to the 

drivers during the course of a lap. The 

only factor of note is that the race 

commences in daylight and finishes 

under artificial lighting which, with 

other races offering it, is just another 

gimmick. 

But what about the teams? Giving 

a greater share of the points later 

on in the season penalises the teams 

who start the year with a good 

package and those that do not have 

the capacity to develop their car 

throughout the season. The smaller 

teams with tighter budgets invariably 

stop development on the current 

car when they begin designing its 

successor – typically around August 

or September – whereas larger teams 

such as Mercedes and Red Bull 

have the workforce and capital to 

do both simultaneously. When the 

prize money awarded to each team 

is determined by their finishing 

position in the championship, it 

hardly seems fair to penalise those 

with little money even further.

Had the system been introduced 

before, it would have had major 

impacts on the outcomes of previous 

world championships. Hamilton 

would never have been crowned 

world champion in 2008 with the 

title instead going to Felipe Massa 

when he won the final race in Brazil. 

Fernando Alonso would have 

finished ahead Sebastian Vettel in 

2012 and Michael Schumacher’s 

record breaking seven titles, five of 

which were consecutive, would’ve 

been reduced by one through losing 

the 2003 championship to Kimi 

Raikkonen. Having the result of a 

championship decided on the whim 

of the already controversial F1 

Strategy Group would generate a huge 

backlash that could do lasting damage 

to the reputation of the sport. 

Could double points be translated 

into other sports? If one day football 

fanatics across the country awoke 

to the news that the Premier League 

will be awarding double points on 

the last day of the season the reaction 

would unlikely be positive. Why is 

one match worth more than another? 

What if we are playing away from 

home? Have we got an easy draw? It 

could hardly be claimed as fair when 

the difficulty of the each game varies 

so greatly. Many of these points 

extend to Formula One where cars are 

suited to particular types of circuit 

and home advantage may be at play. 

The double points system is just 

another example of Formula One 

moving away from it roots as a 

respected and technical sport and 

erring towards light entertainment 

for a Sunday afternoon. The 

stranglehold that parties of 

commercial investors have over 

the direction of Formula One will 

inevitably discourage the sports core 

audience from watching the coverage 

in the future. If the result of the world 

championship this year is affected by 

the system in place for Abu Dhabi, 

the repercussions will resonate long 

into the future and could cripple the 

franchise as a whole.

Year Winner Double Points Winner

2012 Sebastian Vettel Fernando Alonso

2008 Lewis Hamilton Felipe Massa

2003 Michael Schumacher Kimi Raikkonen

Championships that would have gone elsewhere if double points had been in use.

Who will be smiling on Sunday?
Photo: Action Images
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Bright ‘N’ Early Success for IC Cross Country

I 
hope the pun in the title will be 

more welcome than it was at the 

disgustingly early hour of 5:30am 

at Clapham Junction on Sunday the 

16th November. It was at this hour 

that 40 members of the Imperial 

Cross Country and Athletics Club met 

to make the trip to the Brighton 10k 

2014, well before the opening of any 

coffee shops and tube stations and at 

the same time as most young people 

stagger home after a mental Saturday 

night out.

But undoubtedly, it was worth the 

early start. 

With no rain and a pancake flat 

course along the seafront, it was 

always going to be a fast race but 

Imperial runners seemed to make 

the most of the conditions to clock a 

ridiculous number of personal bests 

and to take home the lion’s share of 

the prizes. At the front, the men’s 

team of Chris Olley, Liam Smith, 

Chris Thomas and James Ellis led 

the charge to be the 2nd men’s team 

overall, having each run a personal 

best. Sarah Johnson, Imo Simmonds, 

Alex Mundell and Kara Meunier 

almost matched the boys when they 

stormed to third place in the women’s 

team event.

It was not surprising that the teams 

did so well with all the shouts and 

high fives between runners as parts 

of the course looped back on itself. 

Being able to cheer on your fellow 

Imperialites both ahead and behind 

you during the race is one of the best 

things about the course, and really 

takes your mind off any complaining 

your legs might be doing.

Imperial stole more awards in the 

individual prizes with Chris Olley 

and Alex Mundell winning the U20 

categories. In the process, Chris came 

8th in the entire field of around 

3000 runners in a personal best of 31 

minutes 47 seconds. Sarah, while also 

forcing many of the men to up their 

game, placed 6th among the women 

in a time of 37 minutes 31 seconds.

Our success did not end with those 

at the front as there were many 

stunning performances from the 

debutants at the distance and fierce 

intra-club competitive battles.

Once all the running business was 

done, the celebrations included a 

necessary post-race cake feast and 

team photo on the seafront, complete 

with sweaty face paint. Clearly, there 

was need for celebration afterwards, 

at the civilised time of 11:45. Merry 

times in the local Wetherspoons, 

the banter train carriage home and 

a small after-party were definitely 

entertaining and didn’t fail to 

disappoint. The early evening for us 

felt like gone midnight, and while 

I cannot confirm the stories of 

fresher’s falling asleep on pub floors 

or falling down stairs… I can confirm 

that most of the team were in bed by 

9pm that night after a truly epic day.

It’s not too late to get involved in 

future IC XCA trips, there will be 

many more next term. Email run@

ic.ac.uk or find us on Facebook.

Immortals 
lose 22-12

Sunday 16th brought the 
Imperial Immortals’ fi rst away 
game of the season against the 
Hertfordshire Hurricanes. The 
Hurricanes are an impressive 
team that made the semi-
fi nals last season, the same 
as the Immortals. This was an 
important match for both teams 
as the Immortals were looking to 
extend their season to 2-0 while 
Hurricanes wanted their fi rst win 
of the season. 
The Immortals started on 
defense, where they started 
strong causing a forced fumble 
that was recovered by Imperial to 
put on the offence. The offence 
came up against arguably the 
second best defense in the 
country, which were on form for 
sure. The offense struggled in the 
fi rst half but the defense came 
through and limited Herts to 
19, making some huge goal line 
stops to stuff the high powered 
Hertfordshire offence. 
The second half was a different 
story where the Immortals 
offence took charge, while 
the defense remained strong, 
and put up 12 points through a 
quarterback run that made over 
50 yards by Bob Worksfromhome 
and lovely link up between Bob 
and Noach from Coventry. The 
hard running of Emmanuel 
Olagbaju and the explosive 
blocking from the offensive line, 
including Sweet Joe Downey, 
Ugly Henry Turner, Pecs Badham 
and Rookie Markus Mohr, 
allowed the passing game to be 
set up which gave the Immortals 
their second touchdown of the 
day. 
There has to be a special mention 
for Kyung Hoon Moon who put 
in a massive effort taking snaps 
on offense as fullback, defense 
as linebacker and special teams. 
The game fi nished 22-12 to 
Hertfordshire but the game felt 
like anything but a loss with the 
Immortals more than holding 
their own, with so many injuries. 
The Most Valuable Players were: 
Kyung Hoon Moon (overall), 
Bob Worksfromhome (offense), 
Alex Hitchinson (defense), Pecs 
Badham (line) and Markus 
Mohr (offense rookie). Make 
no mistake; this game was 
a statement to the rest of 
the league that the Imperial 
Immortals play premiership 
football with or without their 
ideal line-ups.

SAM HILL
PUBLICITY OFFICER
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