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KnitSock SUSPENDED after drunken rampage

�6�H�F�R�Q�G���<�H�D�U���5�D�W�P�D�W�H�V���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���K�D�W�H���H�D�F�K���R�W�K�H�U

The Knitsock president expresses their displeasure at being banned from the Liberty's haberdashery section 
(Artist' Impression)

S
hock this week as the otherwise 

highly reputable knitting society 

has been closed down by the 

Union after drunken debauchery was 

RAVAGED on the people of London 

by the club.

KnitSock – a portmanteau of 

‘Knitting’ and ‘Society’ with a ‘pun’ 

twist – were out on their way back 

from one of their notorious “Crochet 

and Clunge” yarn crawls from Betty’s 

Wool Emporium in West Hounslow 

when the first of the incidents 

occurred.  

Whilst riding the Piccadilly line the 

Knitsock First XV began playing their 

infamous “Sew Sexy” initiation with 

the freshers. The first year students 

were ordered to strip completely 

NUDE and forced out of the train at 

Osterley station, where they had to 

Knit themselves some pants whilst on 

the platform.

Next, at Boston Manor, the initiates 

were forced to then attempt to create 

some trousers for themselves. Some of 

the ICKS XV held the doors open for 

one of the slower freshers, irritating 

some already shocked TfL passengers. 

By the time the train pulled 

into Hammersmith, most of the 

KnitSock freshers had managed to 

get themselves moderately clothed. 

However the intensely loud clacking 

of needles and boorish chanting of the 

KnitSock committee had overwhelmed 

most of the passengers on the service 

and the train terminated early. 

Unperturbed, the team then 

marched through Hammersmith 

shopping centre chanting “Get your 

Knits out for the Lads” before boarding 

a number 9 bus for the union. Whilst 

on board, the out-of-control crafters 

cross-stitched “Bus Wanker” onto 

the hat of the conductor and a heated 

argument between two 3rd year 

students over the merits of Cables vs 

Bobbles resulted in one threatening 

the other with a hammer and a window 

was smashed. 

When Hangman tried to contact 

Aloysius Stich, the team captain, we 

received a pair of mittens with “Knit 

Fast, Die Warm” written across the 

palms. 

We approached the Deputy 

President (Clubs and Societies) for 

the Union’s opinion on the future 

of the club. She reassured us that the 

society would be allowed next year but 

suggested that, in terms of captaincy; 

A. Stich would be dropped.    

S
ix second years have realised that 

living in your own house for the 

first time is not living up to their 

expectations. Nearly five weeks in to 

term and the fun of having their own 

flat has started to wear thin. The first 

three weeks were spent having house 

parties, working out a cleaning rota 

that everyone stuck to for 3 days and 

then ignored, and spending 4 hours on 

hold to Virgin Media trying to get the 

broadband sorted out. Now, however, 

tensions have begun to show. 

The first flatmate to realise things 

might not be all amazing was Ellen, a 

physicist. “I was having the time of my 

life really, living outside of halls with a 

load of people I thought were cool, but 

I’m beginning to realise it’s a pain in 

the fucking arse,” she told Hangman. 

“Things were going okay but then 

Dave just started walking around 

the whole flat in his boxers and, well, 

they’re not even nice boxers”.

When approached for comment by 

Hangman, Dave told us “God the flat 

was really cool but now Ellen starts 

whining if you leave your plate in 

the kitchen sink for like five minutes 

without washing it up. It’s ridiculous.” 

When pushed on the pants issue he 

replied “Well she just pushes her bike 

straight through the flat to the yard 

out back without caring about the 

mess she makes in the hallway, so if 

she can treat it like she owns the place, 

why can’t I?”

Further to the strains between Dave 

and Ellen, who both have rooms on 

the ground floor of the terraced house 

just off Fulham Palace Road, further 

animosity is brewing between two of 

the first floor residents: Raheela and 

Jessica. “She’s just the worst person 

in the world to share a bathroom 

with,” Raheela, who had an en-suite 

room in halls, told Hangman. “She’s 

got this thick ginger frizzy hair and 

I’m pulling about 4kg of it out of the 

sinkhole every morning when I want 

to have a shower.” 

Meanwhile Jessica has found that 

her toiletries keep disappearing, 

telling this correspondent “fucking 

hell, Raheela keeps stealing my 

exfoliating body scrub and I swear to 

god that stuff is so expensive. She’s 

such a brat, she thinks she’s entitled to 

everything, I’ve had enough already,” 

this opinion was echoed by Dave, 

who had seen her drinking his orange 

juice a week previous without asking 

beforehand. 

Currently feelings towards Yannis, 

— who hasn’t left his attic room 

after the first housewarming party, 

during which he stood in a corner 

and would only talk about Bitcoin — 

are ambivalent. His only annoying 

act so far  so far is installing the 25 

metre long internet  cable from the 

modem that snakes up both staircases 

and under his door. However when 

the first electricity bill arrives in 

January and the others realise that 

he’s running a mining rig in his room 

costing them £3,400 in electricity a 

quarter, feelings may sour. 

Whilst they may not talk to each 

other anymore, the five former 

corridor friends from Wilkinson are 

unified in their hatred of the sixth: 

Jasper Toff-Woodhole, a boorish 

Medic who is driving them all insane. 

“I can’t believe how inconsiderate he 

is” Jessica confided. Dave reported that 

Jasper — or ‘Jazzy’ to his insufferable 

twat friends who turn up at 11 pm and 

shout to him from the street — has 

a terrible habit of not knocking on 

doors. This resulted in an awkward 

situation when he walked in on Jessica 

and her boyfriend during the second 

week. “I think Jess would’ve forgiven 

him eventually if he hadn’t then got 

his phone out and sent a snapchat 

to everyone,” Dave said. Jazzy was 

unreachable for comment as he’s 

currently in A&E getting shards of bus 

window glass removed from his hand. 

“He’ll probably pass it off as banter,” 

Raheela said, about the window 

incident, but if he wasn’t paying so 

much more rent for the slightly larger 

room then we’d kick him out in an 

instant. 

At the time of going to press, Dave 

had found that Jessica was tweeting 

bitchy stuff about them all from 

an anonymous account and had 

emailed a link to the others. Raheela 

is staying late in the library to avoid 

the inevitable row that was going 

to break out and is complaining to 

all her increasingly bored friends 

about it. Yannis’s participation in a 

deepweb hacker circle has them all 

under observation by GCHQ, whose 

operative have just analysed a photo 

sent to their flat whatsapp group 

by Jazzy of his blood soaked hand 

with the caption “#Lad”. They are all 

discreetly asking their friends if any of 

them have any spare rooms. 

One of the sources of contention between the slovenly jerk and the stuck-up neat-freak
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This week, group project teams 
get announced. As was to be 
expected, you’re the only person 
in your group able to speak 
English to a remotely passable 
standard. Unfortunately you 
suffer galloping incontinence 
when speaking in front of 
crowds. On the day of the 
presentation you wet yourself. 
Your team-mates look on, 
uselessly.
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Today, Capricorn, you will 
experience fortune in the face 
of adversity. All that’s going 
to happen is you’ll get a bit 
of peanut butter out of your 
teeth that you’d been trying to 
work free for ages. Still, better 
than nothing. I’m not one of 
those horoscopes that give you 
false hope; I’m a keep-it-real 
horoscope. A Bro-oscope, if you 
will. 

Upon waking up this morning 
Aquarius, you will find that 
your flatmates has glued your 
belongings to the ceiling. This is 
particularly galling as you live 
alone, having moved out of your 
last flat because of their pranks. 
They broke in just to do this. You 
wished people would put this 
much effort into making your 
life happy. They don’t. 

The alignment of Jupiter and 
Mars is fortuitous for you this 
week, Pisces. Not for astrological 
reasons, but because you are 
in fact an interplanetary space 
probe attempting to make a 
Jovian orbital transfer. You 
swing around the red planet but 
the gravity slingshot is too large 
and you crash into Uranus. 
Lol. Uranus.  

This week you become 
convinced you’re A$AP Rocky. 
You’re not. You’re a second year 
mathematician with atopic 
dermatitis. Drake wont reply to 
your tweets. In fact, you don’t 
even have a phone, how are you 
tweeting? Your tutors all agree, 
the pressure and stress of second 
year must really be getting to 
you. 

This week you’re a bus window. 
Oh how joyful and fun it is to 
be a glorious sheet of glass, so 
clear and completely intact in 
one piece. What a nice morning 
it is to be a pane of glass, some 
boisterous but well-intentioned 
rugby playing medical students 
are on board the bus that you are 
part of. Nothing can go wrong 
for you. 

This morning Gemini you 
should strive to be the change 
you want to see in the world. 
Unfortunately the change 
you want to see in the world 
is getting a job in finance. You 
attend the careers fair and 
sign up for a load of graduate 
schemes. Conversation with 
you mostly involves risk 
diversification. You cry alone in 
your BMW 3 series.

This afternoon Cancer you 
decide to troll a load of biologists 
by making jokes about how their 
degrees are just colouring in. The 
biologists have a go at you for 
not understanding how difficult 
their course is. Then some 
geologists come over and beat 
you up for taking the piss out 
of colour in. They bloody love 
colouring in. 

This morning you decide to 
give up on your lab report and 
go for a walk the park. Whilst 
there, you get attacked by a herd 
of swans who mistook you for 
the raven king. You look down 
at your legs and realise that you 
have in fact turned into a raven. 
The crown sits heavy on your 
head. You cry out, but all anyone 
hears are squawks.

This evening Virgo is the most 
important of your life: all the 
versions of Tropico are bundled 
together and are half price on 
Steam. You order 14 pizzas off 
dominos and your flatmates 
never see you again. What you 
achieve in the digital realm has 
no bearing on real life. You fade 
away into nothing. But perhaps 
there was nothing there in the 
first place. 

Today is the first day of the 
rest of your life, Aries!  You can 
achieve anything! Instead you sit 
in the library café and wonder 
why you just paid like 3 quid 
for a jacket potato. Things don’t 
look good for the rest of your 
life being interesting. Or in fact 
the proceeding years of your 
life either. You eat your potato 
in silence, alone. As you always 
were.

This week Taurus you’re all 
about dat bass, bout dat bass, 
no treble. But then you think 
to yourself, why not be about 
the treble also. You decide to 
embrace the treble too. Do not 
limit yourself to the Bass-Treble 
Binary. Staves are a social 
construct. You shave your hair 
and become a baritone. Your 
parents disown you.

Diary Of a Fresher, aged 18 3/4
Saturday 1st November
Dear Diary, I think I blew it with Dorothy last night. She came round after the fancy dress party to see 
if i was alright but I was still so upset about Jennifer that I sort of defi nitely cried onto her shoulder, and 
then my zombie spiderman facepaint ran everywhere. She looked kinda confused and left really quickly. 
We’re going to the fi reworks tonight though so I’ll try twice as hard to look cool.

Sunday 2nd
AM I CURSED TO NEVER HAVE SUCESS WITH DOROTHY?!? We were on the bus to go to the fi reworks 
when the KnitSock team got on board. I have no idea went on and where this hammer came from but 
there’s a ton of broken glass and we both got arrested because we were wearing Imperial Hoodies.

Monday 3rd
Today me and Dorothy went to the JCR for a romantic lunch to patch things up after the 3 hours we had 
to spend in custody yesterday, she went for the Moo pie. She’s so classy I think I love her.  

Tuesday 4th
Dear Diary, today I’ve decided to do something about all those emails I signed up for at fresher’s fair so this 
afternoon I’m going to join the Badminton team. I’ll let you know how my practice goes.

Wednesday 5th
Yeah so Diary it turns out I’m not really built for this physical exercise thing. Who knew badminton was so 
diffi cult? My racket fl ew out of my hand and smashed a window. Two broken windows in a week what even 
is this? I got an APS back this week just scraped 60%, I’m wondering if I’m actually any good at science 
either :(

Thursday 6th
Me and Dorothy went for lunch again today. She laughed when I said i was so bad at Badminton, it was 
going okay until I may have told her I loved her. I tried to pass it off as me saying I loved the A.B.C 
sandwich i was eating but I think she heard. Oh gaaawd what am I doing. 

HANGMAN hangman@imperial.ac.uk

NEWS WITHOUT 
THE NEWS

EVEN MORE FUCKABLE 
WHEELER BRO FOUND
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Across

3. Furniture shop chain (4)

7. Scents (6)

8. Polynesian Island Nation (6)

9. Unit of digital information (8)

12. Run of a horse (6)

13. European mountain range (4)

15. Adored person/object (4)

16. Legwear (6)

17. Similarity of word sounds (5)

18. Military trainee (5)

20. Daughter of Paul McCartney (6)

21. Contest for the ball (rugby) (4)

23. Garden of God (4)

25. Merchant, salesperson (6)

26. Underwater city (8)

28. Italian city (English form) (6)

29. 28 across (Italian form) (6)

30. Latin word for bear (4)

Down

1. 2012 Super Bowl winning team (9,6)

2. _____ Love, lead singer of Hole (8)

3. Children’s game (1-3)

4. Microsoft Office software (5)

5. Sentimental/romantic song (6)

6. Fairy tale antagonist (15)

8. Pulls on, jerks (4)

10. German word for please (5)

11. Aimed at, addressed (8)

14. Childlike, irritable (8)

18. ____ Bruni, model and wife of

       Nicolas Sarkozy (5)

19. Gregor _____, tennis player (8)

22 .Thin piece of toast with savoury

       topping (6)

23 Greek god of love (4)

24 Ambitious, willing and ready (5)

27 ____ Headey, actress (300, Game of

       Thrones) (4)

Quick Crossword        		     			      Ben Harvey & Jamie Dutton

FUCWIT 
The FUCWIT puzzle league is heating up. Don’t get left behind! 

Send in a scanned copy of your completed puzzles to 

fsudoku@imperial.ac.uk.

Points are awarded for each correct solution. Bonus points (in brackets) 

are awarded to the first correct answer!

Acrostic Grid			     	     Paul G.

FUCWIT leaderboard
Teams:
  1. Aerodoku		      2
 

Individuals:
 1.  Adam Stewart		  30

 2. Catmelon		  24

 3. Jem Ong 		    4

 4. Gabriel Quek		    2

The solutions to each pair of clues are anagrams of one another, but only one of them belongs in the grid. When 

the correct solutions from each pair have all been entered, the first column will give a part of the human body.
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Clues

1. Medal || Number giving position

2. Sexiness || Type of projection

3. Classical Greek or Roman authors ||

     Example

4. Correctly positioned (two words) ||

     Long-billed aquatic bird

5. Skin disease || Solid figure

6. Mythological creature || Wash off soap

7. Celebratory event || Seaweed

8. In the past || State of India

9. Event host || Unit of length

Quick Crossword

  2 points   (+3)

Acrostic Grid

  4 points   (+3)

Chess

  Easy:	 1 point

  Hard:	 3 points   (+2)

Word Search

  All 30 fish:         5 points   (+2)

  20+ fish:	 3 points

  10+ fish:	 1 point

Nonogram

  2 points   (+2)
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Last week’s solutions

Chess                   Max Eggl
White to mate in 2 moves.

Gone Fishing

  Easy                           Gentle                      Moderate                   Tough

Nonogram             Stephen Ball

 Easy  Hard

Quick Crossword

Acrostic Grid    

LOCAL HERO

1. LA (AL)

2. ORC (ROC)

3. CHIN (INCH)

4. AIMED (MEDIA)

5. LIKENS (SILKEN)

6. HUSTLES (SLEUTHS)

7. ESTRANGE (REAGENTS)

8. RESIDENTS (TIREDNESS)

9: OPPRESSING (POP SINGERS)

Sudoku  

Complete this weeks nonogram reveal the second pre-historic animal! Shade in cells according 

to the numbers at the end of the rows and and columns. You might find this one slightly easier 

than last week.

Nonogram

Chess

Word Ladders

Sincere apologies to everyone who attempted the hard chess puzzle last week. There was a 

mistake and the puzzle was unsolvable. The puzzle king should have been positioned on 

the square f2.

Once again, apologies to all who attempted the hard chess puzzle last week, which was 

unsolvable. 

Key:

Rows=1-8; Columns=a-g

K=King; R=Rook; B=Bishop;

Q=Queen

Easy:   1. R4b6+   ;   Ka7

               2. R8b7#

Hard:  1. Qh4       ;   Kh3 or Kh4 or Kh5            

               2. Bf5# 

or           1. Qh4 ;  Kf4

               2. Qd4#

2

3 2 1 2

1 8 5 2 1 1 4 3 1 1

1 1 1 2 3 4 5 8 8 8 2 8 2 1 2 10 2 1 2 4 1 4 1

2 12 1 1 1 7 5 4 4 5 3 3 5 5 11 2 7 6 2 6 1 4 8 3 2

1 3 15 10 1 2 5 3 2 2 1 2 3 4 5 1 5 1 6 1 10 7 3 13 2

2 2

15 2 6

11 3 1

1 1 9 3 6

2 1 8 10

2 1 7 10

3 1 5 4 3 1

3 1 6 6 2

3 1 6 2 2 2

3 2 3 2 3

3 11 7

3 11 5

3 5 5 1 5

4 5 3 7

5 2 1 9

7 1 1 11

1 1 1 4 3 1 1

2 1 2 1 4 3 1 2

2 2 1 3 1 1 1 2

2 1 2 1 2 1 2 2
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This wordsearch 

contains the names of 

30 different types of 

fish but I’m not going 

to tell you what they 

are.

However, I have been 

kind and only placed 

words on

horizontal and 

vertical lines.

Can you find them all?

Name:________________________________  Date:_____________

U E N A N U T S A I L F I S H

F H E D S R A Y H E R R I N G

B S A U E L O S C L O W N D T

A I A C M O N K F I S H I O R

R F N A A L E R E K C A M C O

B T G R H I A R A K R I A S U

A A L R N P T R R C E E I A T

I C E A A P U N E O C E I R S

P E R B R I B I P L I K O D S

A S F C I K I L P L A R O I A

L A I A P E L R A O L A O N B

I L S I O K A A N P P H A E A

T M H U A A H M S R I S T T E

E O O L E E C I R T C E L E S

E N O H S I F G N U L P R A C

Word List:
PIKE SOLE ANGLERFISH BARB
TROUT SHARK BARRACUDA CATFISH
SEABASS COD CARP ELECTRICEEL
HALIBUT LUNGFISH MACKEREL MARLIN
PIRANHA POLLOCK RAY SARDINE
SNAPPER SAILFISH CLOWN HERRING
TILAPIA SALMON KOI TUNA
PLAICE MONKFISH
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M
any people in our world 

face severe challenges just 

to live and get by each 

day, though we may not see them 

around in our privileged lives as 

students at university. Engineers 

Without Borders UK is a charitable 

organisation that believes access to 

engineering and technical know-how 

can help overcome many of these 

challenges.

Our work aims to demonstrate 

the link between engineering and 

humanity, a connection that is often 

neglected in our education and in 

practice.

EWB Imperial, a branch of EWB 

UK, is a well-established society 

providing opportunities for Imperial 

students, local school children and 

our international partners. We are 

a gathering of environmentally and 

socially conscious engineers and non-

engineers, engaging in meaningful 

projects which create Massive Small 

Change both locally and abroad. 

Now at Imperial, there are a 

plethora of different ways to 

get involved with International 

Development (ID), with groups 

focussing on fundraising and 

awareness such as UNICEF-Imperial 

and Imperial Hub, as well as others 

preparing and organising teams of 

volunteers to go around the world to 

help out first-hand in critical areas, 

such as EWB-Imperial, Raincatcher, 

Kenyan Orphan Project, e.quinox, 

and Water Brigades.

The challenges faced during ID 

projects are quite different from any 

you might experience on your course. 

One must observe, interact and 

consult with all the local stakeholders 

to gain a complete understanding of 

the barriers to development. 

Many engineers are able to work 

through the technical aspects of 

a project, however only a handful 

have the range of skills necessary to 

overcome linguistic, political and 

practical obstacles and create positive 

change. 

These skills are highly transferrable 

to a working environment, and have 

enabled previous EWB members as 

well as those from other ID societies 

to make a bright start to their chosen 

careers. Many employers hold 

application processes which look for 

people who will be responsible and 

have indicated their commitment 

beyond involvement in technical 

projects.

To this end, EWB Imperial is 

running a programme of scenario-

based workshops called “Leadership 

for Development” (LfD) in 

partnership with Imperial Hub. 

Running for the 3rd consecutive year 

since their inception, these sessions 

are given by experienced researchers 

and professional engineers, to help 

you acquire the tools to finance, plan 

and deliver a successful overseas 

project. Imperial Horizons also run 

the EWB Challenge for 2nd years, 

covering similar themes to LfD, and 

culminating in a design submission to 

the National competition.

The 3rd LfD talk of the season has 

now taken place – “Cross-Cultural 

Communication” with Ruth Fuller, a 

volunteer with EWB-UK. In previous 

weeks, students across the College 

have attended our introductory 

session-come-mingle “What is 

International Development?” with 

Louise Bloom from the Refugee 

Studies Centre at Oxford University, 

and our next talk, which was matter-

of-factly titled “Fundraising” with 

Abi Taylor from Student Hubs.

There are still seven more LfD 

talks lined up for this academic 

year. Next week on 13th November, 

we are welcoming Doug Harper, 

the CEO of EWB-UK no less, to 

host a debate on what Effective 

Aid really is (for example: does 

sending your old shoes or clothes to 

Massive, Small Change
Shiladitya Ghosh & Marcus Bishop on opportunities with EWB

"We... 
create 
Massive 
Small 
Change 
both 
locally 
and 
abroad." 

This tip is also useful in life. Photo: Engineers Without Borders

EWB answers the big questions. Photo: Engineers Without Borders
developing countries actually help 

address the problems they face?) 

Following this, on 27th November we 

have representatives from Black & 

Veatch, a global infrastructure and 

engineering company, visiting us to 

speak about “Project Management & 

Sustainability” in an ID context. 

You shouldn’t fear having missed 

out on these past sessions (and 

past years’). Every talk has been 

documented on our dedicated 

blog including pictures and full 

presentation slides.

The next talk starts at 6pm in ACEX 

"... there 
are a 
plethora 
of ways 
to get 
involved" 

Wilkommen, Bienvenue...
BEN HOWITT

SECTION EDITOR

Welcome to the second C&S section this year.
Lots of content from the dance societies this week, 

with reviews of PoleSoc’s first aerial class and Belly 
Dance’s trip to Arabic Night. 

We also have the second article this year from 
Engineers Without Borders, and a teutonic tour 
report from Underwater. Finally, to launch the Union’s 
International Imperial week, starting next Monday, 
we have Katherine Chio’s London: A Survival Guide for 
International Students.

Exciting things happening over the next week 
include various offerings from the International 
Societies, the first Cosmopolitan Café, and 
Raincatcher Imperial’s Water Race 2014, a team 
treasure hunt across London carrying 20L of water. 
This is running tomorrow (Saturday 8th), and looks to 
be highly entertaining at the very least (it’s also for 
charity).

More on this in the next issue, as well as the final 
results from RAG’s Jailbreak.

As ever, we are on the hunt for articles! If your club 
has done something, or you fancy writing about 
something new you’re doing, just get in touch at felix.
clubsandsocieties@imperial.ac.uk.
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A
rabic Night is a monthly 

Middle Eastern dance 

showcase in central London 

and is a regular favourite of the 

Imperial College Belly Dancing 

Society. Last Sunday around 15 of 

us headed to the fancy Moroccan 

and Lebanese restaurant Maison 

Touareg, located in the heart of Soho.

After getting extra cosy with the 

other society members due to the 

lack of appropriate seating for the 

over-sold show, we tucked into 

various delicious mezze dishes. Let 

me tell you – there’s something 

rather satisfying about gorging 

yourself whilst watching professional 

dancers of all sizes athletically (yet 

still gracefully) twirl around an 

impossibly small stage.

The dancers themselves were not 

lacking in variety, with one coming 

all the way from Russia, others not 

so far away in Birmingham, and a 

few London circuit regulars. The 

acts were full of glitz, glam and 

sparkles, and offered a variety of 

Middle Eastern cultural references; 

from traditional Baladi style to more 

modern Arabic pop music, with 

one dancer even pirouetting along 

to a song featuring Snoop Dogg! 

We were treated further with some 

wonderful Indian fusion belly dance 

from Monica and Heena, which was 

a lovely, introspective break from 

the cabaret spectacle of the previous 

dancers of the night, which I feel 

epitomised the sheer versatility of the 

London belly dancing community.

Never really knew that he could dance like this
Yasmin Malik and IC Belly Dancing gets close and personal with Sunny the Shake Boy

The night also featured live tabla 

drummer Sallam, who could be 

seen skillfully tapping away all 

evening with a cheeky smile. He 

even provided the rhythm for 

several entertaining improvisational 

dances by Arabic Night organizer 

Sarah Malik, making the best of a 

potentially awkward situation when 

the sound system went down.

By far the most entertaining act 

of the night was Sunny the Snake 

Boy, male belly dancer and compère 

extraordinaire. His act involved 

dancing on the tables, stealing one 

belly dancing society member’s 

phone and shoving it down his 

skirt (yep, you read correctly!) and 

twerking on various members of 

the audience. He single-handedly 

whipped up a raucous atmosphere in 

the restaurant as he introduced each 

act, and he even challenged me to a 

belly-off in the interval. Belly Dance 

society members will be pleased to 

know that I did my best to compete!

Arabic Night is an excellent way 

to get an authentic taste of Middle 

Eastern dance culture, and the 

atmosphere is that of a big welcoming 

family. I sincerely recommend 

this event for anyone looking for a 

fast track induction into the world 

of belly dancing. The evening was 

enjoyed by new and old members, and 

by men and women alike.

The next Arabic Night will be held on 

the 14th December at Maison Touareg, 

Soho. For more info, contact the Belly 

Dancing Society at  belly@imperial.ac.uk

"...full 
of glitz, 
glam and 
sparkles" 

"...he even 
challenged 
me to a 
belly-off " 

Sunny the Shake Boy at Arabic Night. Photo: Meilin Sancho

Society members join in with the professionals. Photo: Meilin Sancho

A
t midday on a Monday six 

Imperial College Underwater 

Club members met at 

Stanstead Airport. Some having 

already passed through check in 

the rest of us hurried to security, 

which was to delay us for far longer 

than anticipated, with one member 

having to have their bag unpacked 

and swept not once, but twice, due to 

a highly suspicious item… a GoPro 

handle (apparently they look like they 

contain liquid on X-ray). 

A long but uneventful flight 

later, we arrived in Fuerteventura 

to be greeted by two of the more 

eccentric staff of the Deep Blue Dive 

Centre, which was to be the base 

of our diving.  They then drove us 

and our vast quantities of kit to our 

accommodation, where we dropped 

our stuff and went in search of food.

The next five days were spent 

largely sleeping, diving, and eating, 

as well as watching the world cup 

semi-finals and final. Diving at a 

German run dive centre, the results 

were far more important than I had 

anticipated when planning the trip. 

Barracuda, the World Cup, and suspicious GoPros 
Fortunately everything went the 

right way and we ended up with very 

happy guides. 

There were a variety of dive sites 

with fantastic visibility meaning that 

all the sites could be seen in all their 

glory. A huge amount of wildlife 

was seen including many octopi, 

cuttlefish, barracuda, fire worms, 

shoals of sardines, and eels. 

There were also several varieties 

of coral; one green one looking like 

an upturned Christmas tree was 

particularly striking. The weather 

and water temperature of a warm 

21°C were a pleasant change from the 

Easter trip to Cornwall.

One member also completed their 

online work induction for a job 

starting on the Monday after the trip. 

Many thanks to the staff at the 

Deep Blue Dive centre for making it a 

fantastic trip!

"apparently 
they look 
like they 
contain 
liquid on an 
X-ray" 

"The 
weather 
and water 
temperature 
... were a 
pleasant 
change from 
the Easter 
trip" 

It is rumoured that one of the divers in this picture was celebrating a 
world cup result. Photo: Ryan McCartney

MAX KEECH
C AND S WRITER
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L
ast Wednesday, in typical 

gloomy and rainy weather, 

myself and eleven other 

Imperial girls from ICU Pole Dance 

trekked over to Hammersmith for 

the society’s very first Aerial ‘taster’ 

session. 

Aerial is a form of acrobatics, which 

is becoming increasingly popular as 

a fitness craze, and not just amongst 

women! It’s a full body workout, 

incredible for your core strength and 

flexibility. It’s also been featured on 

BBC’s Tumble, shows by Cirque du 

Soleil and adverts for Sony’s PS3.

We arrived at Aerialand, and were 

greeted by a bubbly instructor called 

Diego. He led us through a thorough 

warm ups and stretches, and then 

we started with silks – two strips of 

coloured fabric suspended from the 

ceiling.

Having a year’s worth of experience 

of pole (albeit on and off with 

coursework, exams, and summer), I 

wasn’t sure what to expect with silks. 

The first move Diego taught us was 

You want me to put my hands where!?
Alisha Wong tries out the newest circus class to hit Imperial

Diego coaching a new student through a straddle. Photo: Facebook

Ok, so pole and aerial aren't that 
different. Photo: Facebook

"It's 
a full 
body 
workout" 

"there’s 

a fear of 

falling 

off the 

hoop!" 

called a French climb, a way to get up 

the silks without doing pull ups.

Of course, as with any instructor, 

he made it look absolutely effortless. 

Our attempts to climb up the silks, as 

you can probably imagine, were not 

as graceful as Diego’s.

Although I didn’t think I would get 

a head start with learning Aerials, I 

was under the impression that the 

acrobatic sport would utilise the same 

muscles and technique as pole. I was 

quite wrong. The first difference with 

silks is how intensely your hands 

and feet have to grip the fabric. With 

pole you have an advantage with 

your skin, which is great for gripping 

against the pole even if you do get 

some (many) friction burns here and 

there. However, silks is about how 

well you can tighten your hand and 

clamp the silk between your feet, 

and your ability to master a looping 

action with one of your legs to get the 

fabric in the right place!

For a first move it was challenging, 

but after a few practices everyone got 

the hang of it. Diego was great – he 

had everyone perform the move in 

front of him and helped you and gave 

advice so you could master it.

Our next moves on the silks were 

the straddle and the pike. They’re 

both similar moves – you have to 

stand in front of the silks, wrap your 

arms around the silks and grab on. 

You then jump up and throw your 

legs over your head [see below – sec. 

ed]. Technically, the jump was a little 

cheat move that Diego let us get away 

with, as we were all beginners. 

In reality you would have to lift 

your legs up and move them up over 

your head with just your core strength 

– no momentum to help you!

The latter half of the class we had 

a go with hoops, which I personally 

believed was easier than silk purely 

because it was easier to hold the hoop. 

Diego taught us how to climb onto 

and sit on the hoop – which again 

involved pulling ourselves upside 

down. This time, we had to hold on 

with our knees, before swinging up 

and using our momentum to come 

to sitting. Thankfully, Diego was on 

hand to give everyone step-by-step 

instructions. Once on the hoop, Diego 

had us balance sitting on the hoop 

without using your hands to grab it 

– this was a lot more difficult than it 

sounds, as there’s a fear of falling off 

the hoop! 

After a few practices, he taught 

us a hoop pose, where you sit on the 

hoop and turn slightly to the side, 

straightening  one leg while bending 

the other. It was a very acrobatic 

pose that, once again, was a lot more 

difficult than it sounded! The last 

move was a hoop spin whilst hanging 

off the hoop, not sat on the hoop. This 

was a fun manoeuvre to finish off 

with and after this, we stretched out.

I had a really great time at the 

class, and genuinely had plenty of 

fun, especially because Diego was so 

chatty. The other girls were also all 

very supportive, helping each other 

improve. The room was not a large 

room and I think this significantly 

improved the atmosphere of the 

class. It was more cosy and friendly, 

compared to the industrial, steel 

rigging, cold and empty room I 

imagined in my head! 

For more information, contact 

poledance@ic.ac.uk about our classes.

KATHERINE CHIO
INTN’L LIBERATION OFFICER

London: a survival guide for international students

D
o you remember what it was 

like when you first arrived 

in London? Did you find 

it challenging to live in a foreign 

country or did you find it difficult to 

communicate with people in English?

From my experience, moving into 

a foreign country can be challenging. 

It is, no doubt, a valuable experience 

in life as you now have the chance to 

explore new places and experience 

different cultures. During my first 

year in London, I had spent most of 

my leisure time traveling around 

the UK, visiting different towns and 

tourist attractions. The beautiful 

scenes and historical architectures in 

the UK interest me a lot and motivate 

me to explore more. 

Of course there will be less time for 

traveling once the term starts, but it 

will be nice and relaxing if you can 

spend an afternoon away from your 

work and participate in different trips 

and events at Imperial. 

International Student Support is 

running its first ever Cosmopolitan 

Café this year. It is a free fortnightly 

event taking place on Wednesdays 

afternoons where you can relax and 

socialise with the other students from 

all over the world. On weeks when 

there is no Cosmopolitan café, there 

will be different kinds of events on 

weekdays afternoons and evenings 

such as walking tours, karaoke, 

museum tours and Christmas events 

both inside and outside London 

which you can join and explore 

different parts of the UK. 

Also, if you have any questions 

related to student visas, immigration 

and welfare issues, International 

Student Support is here to help and 

Who’s Doing What:
C&S Events

BEN HOWITT
SECTION EDITOR

Monday 10th November
Japanese Society – Origami Taster Session, SAF RM121, 
1-2pm
Ahmadiyya Muslim Students’ Association – Seekers 
Corner, Chaplaincy, 5-6pm

Tuesday 11th November
Bangladeshi Society – Carrom Tournament, SAF 119-
120, 6pm

Wednesday 12th November
Cosmopolitan Café – Chaplaincy, 3pm

Thursday 13th November
Palestinian Society – Documentary showing: ‘When 
the Boys Return’, SAF LTG34, 6pm
EWB Imperial – Effective Aid Debate, ACEX LT2, 6-7pm
GSU – Pub Quiz (International Imperial week special, 
H-bar, 7pm

Friday 14th November
Australian Society – Film showing: ‘Danny Deckchair’, 	
SAF 119, 6pm

Saturday 15th November
Kung Fu – Introductory taster session, Union Gym, 
6-8pm

advise you too! If you are keen to 

improve your English literacy, there 

are also a number of free English 

courses provided in the Centre 

for Academic English at Imperial 

which you can join and improve 

communication skills, both in an 

academic and social context. 

International Student Support will also 

be running their Cosmopolitan Café on 

Wednesday the 12th November, in the 

Chaplaincy from 3pm. 
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In case you missed it in the world of sport

In the Champions League 
Arsenal blew a 3-0 lead to only 
draw against Anderlecht at 

the Emirates. Liverpool’s game 
at Real Madrid was the source 
of much discussion, as manager 
Brendan Rodgers opted to field a 
much changed eleven against the 
Galacticos. The Reds lost 1-0.

Lewis Hamilton won the United 

States Grand Prix to extend his 

World Championship lead over 

Nico Rosberg. In doing so, Hamilton 

surpassed Nigel Mansell to take the 

British record for most grand prix 

wins.

Misbah ul-Haq created history 

by scoring the fastest Test fifty and 

equalling Sir Viv Richards’ record for 

the fastest Test hundred. Misbah’s 

Pakistan destroyed Australia to 

complete a dominant whitewash 

2-0. India has demanded £26m in 

damages from the West Indies cricket 

board, after the West Indies players’ 

strike led to a premature end to the 

Windies’ tour.

This weekend marks the beginning 

of the Autumn International 

season in Rugby Union. Wales face 

Australia, Ireland take on South 

Africa whilst the pick of the action 

will come from Twickenham, where 

England will attempt to topple the 

All Blacks. England have suffered a 

setback, as lock Joe Launchbury has 

been ruled out of the autumn Tests.

In Rugby League there was 

controversy as England lost to 

Australia 16-12 in the Four Nations. 

Ryan Hull seemingly went over the 

line and touched down in the last 

minute of the fixture, only for the 

video referee to rule it as not a try.

Andy Murray has been drawn in 

the same group as Roger Federer in 

the Barclays ATP World Tour Finals 

at the O2, which starts on Sunday. 

Kunal Wagle takes a look at what’s been going on outside the BUCS League

We won't know until December if Brendan Rodgers' Champions League gamble pays off Photo: Colin Lane

Is Formula 1 on a track to disaster and uncompetitiveness?

F
ormula 1 touched down in 

Austin, Texas, on Sunday for 

the 17th race of the season at 

the Circuit of the Americas. The race 

was saturated with on-track action 

with wheel to wheel racing and daring 

overtakes commonplace. The final 

result had Lewis Hamilton atop the 

podium for Mercedes followed in 

by his team mate Nico Rosberg and 

Red Bull Renault’s Daniel Ricciardo. 

One noticeable difference to previous 

races this season was the reduced line 

up of just 18 cars as opposed to the 

normal 22. Backmarkers Caterham 

and Marussia were not present at 

the Grand Prix after both teams fell 

into administration during the two 

week break after Sochi. While their 

absence did not have a large impact 

on the outcome of the race or the 

excitement of the spectacle, it has 

served to highlight the extremely 

expensive nature of the sport and the 

fine financial margins that teams, 

especially the smaller ones, work to.

Sunday’s field of cars was the 

smallest seen at a Grand Prix since 

Monaco in 2005 when the British 

American Racing team (were serving 

a ban for infringing the regulations. 

All three of the new teams introduced 

to the sport in 2010 have since 

disappeared from the grid with HRT 

having been unable to find a buyer 

at the end of the 2012 season. The 

potential for an even smaller grid 

of cars is a realistic possibility as 

other teams have been struggling 

with finance during this year – most 

notably Sauber Ferrari and Sahara 

Force India.

The sport cannot afford to lose 

teams in the way it has in recent 

years. It damages the level of 

competition and will dent the 

attendances at races accordingly. 

Smaller teams also provide a stepping 

stone into the sport and often find 

the greatest talent. For example, 2007 

World Champion and Ferrari driver 

Kimi Räikkönen started his career at 

Sauber. Another issue is the contracts 

in place for the races which state that 

Formula 1 will provide a minimum 

of 16 cars for each event. This means 

that if the problems are not resolved, 

some teams may be obliged to run a 

third car, once again narrowing the 

competition.

The underlying problem is that 

the amount of money received 

by the smaller teams from 

Bernie Ecclestone’s Formula 

One Management company is 

significantly less than the amount 

required to run a competitive team. 

The sum of money that each team 

receives every year is dictated by 

their finishing position in the 

constructors’ championship of the 

previous year. The amount of money 

given to each team is not disclosed 

to the public but it is believed that 

Marussia received around £9million 

for this year whilst Caterham, for 

finishing 10th, received about double 

that. This is in comparison to the 

estimated £75million required to 

fund a midfield team. 

Some of the disparity between 

these values can be made up through 

sponsorship deals and private 

investment but a team at the back 

of the grid will rarely attract big 

sponsors. 

The distribution of money is also 

very uneven. For finishing third in 

the championship in 2013, Ferrari 

are believed to have been paid 

£125million with almost half of that 

being paid just for turning up on the 

grid. The difference in net income 

between teams means that it is almost 

impossible for the smaller teams to 

out-develop the larger teams and 

hence overtake them in the world 

championship. To compound this, 

only the largest teams sit on the board 

that decides on team spending with 

the likes of Ferrari and Mercedes 

vetoing proposed cost caps within the 

sport.

Formula 1 is suffering from a 

managerial crisis that is preventing 

the smaller teams from having 

their voices heard whilst the largest 

teams use their power to maintain 

the unfair nature of spending in the 

sport to benefit their title chances. 

Undoubtedly Formula 1 is too 

expensive for teams to survive on the 

little money that they are given.

Unless this problem is resolved, the 

grid risks losing even more teams and 

becoming even more of a procession.

Marussia and Caterham have gone into administration. Could more follow them? Photo: James Moy/PA

HENRY LAMBLEY
SPORTS WRITER
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Positive start to the season for Women’s Rugby

W
ith the graduation of so 

many of our senior girls 

last year, this season was 

always going to be about rebuilding 

and bringing new players into 

the squad. With that in mind we 

thought it important to get a new 

coach. We were pleased that we 

hired Stewart Mcguire who, with age 

grade international caps for Wales 

and Ireland and currently playing 

for London Scottish, has brought 

enthusiasm and a lot of fun to 

training. 

To our delight we had a great 

turnout to our taster session with 

over 30 new faces giving rugby a 

try. In the sunshine at Harlington 

everyone seemed to be getting really 

stuck in and enjoying the basis of the 

game. This was followed by a BBQ 

where new and old faces chatted and 

got to know each other.  

Our first match of the season came 

along two weeks later against Royal 

Veterinary College in LUSL. Being 

undefeated in LUSL last year put a bit 

of pressure on the new girls who were 

still getting to grips with the game. 

However, after some good training 

under their belts, nine new players 

felt confident enough to play their 

first match for IC. 

People were clearly nervous in the 

first ten minutes or so with a few 

dropped passes and minor errors. 

The first try of the season went to 

debutante Emily Moran playing in the 

centre, who after some strong rucking 

by the forwards and some quick ball 

broke through the line to score. This 

seemed to settle the nerves for IC 

and balls started to go to hand more. 

This gave our Gaelic football convert 

Eimear Nolan the chance to show off 

her skills scoring twice more in quick 

succession. Towards the end of the 

first half we were camped on their 

line again but they had the put into 

the scrum after a knock on. With the 

scrum going well, one went against 

the head which enabled our number 

8, Charlie Stephens, to rumble over 

from a few meters, leaving the half 

time score 22-0. 

The second half gave us the 

opportunity to bring on even more 

new girls and move people around in 

their positions a bit. This provided 

them with great experience and 

enabled people to find out where 

their best position would be. In the 

first 20 minutes of the second half, 

RVC upped their intensity, with 

no-one gaining much superiority in 

any aspect of the game. However, one 

sloppy kick from their number 10 

gave our full back, Sammy Ardi, the 

chance to counter with a searing run 

through their disorganised defence 

to score under the posts and break 

the second half sale mate. They hit 

back and after a couple of missed 

tackles from IC they too were under 

the posts, leaving the final score 

27-7 to us. Back of the match went to 

Eimear Nolan, after her two superb 

tries especially given it was her first 

ever game, with forward of the match 

going to Charlie Stephens. 

With barely time for the bruises to 

fade from our first match, we faced 

UCL three days later for the start of 

our BUCS campaign. Confidence was 

still high after RVC, meaning even 

more girls were eager to get stuck into 

their first game, and we were able to 

take a full squad of 22 for the first 

time in years! 

We started reasonably well with 

Frederike Jaeger scoring the first try 

of the match with us dominating 

territory and possession. 

Unfortunately we were struck 

by injuries to key players with our 

number 10, 12 and 13 all going off 

within the first 25 minutes, meaning 

we had to completely change our 

back line, putting people out of 

position and bringing new girls in 

earlier than we would have expected. 

We competed well upfront and won 

nearly every scrum regardless of 

who put the ball in, meaning we were 

still on top with the territory and 

possession. 

Handling errors and turnovers 

seemed to be our nemesis and when 

they got it to their back line their 

experience showed with their 13 

and 14 both scoring twice, with 

their 11 and 10 having a try each. 

We managed to hit back, firstly 
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through our captain Kath Fok, who 

saw they were slow to re-organise 

their defensive line after a penalty. 

She tapped quickly and ran half the 

length of the pitch to score again for 

IC. 

Our final score of the match went to 

Charlie who picked and went off the 

back of some solid rucking, making 

the final score 36-21 to UCL. Back 

of the match went to Hannah Scott, 

who ended up playing nearly every 

position in the back line at some 

point, but handled it really well, 

with forward of the match going to 

Charlie. 

All in all, even with the 

disappointment of the UCL match, it 

has been a good start to the season for 

women’s rugby. The defence of our 

LUSL title has started well and we are 

confident that, with a bit more luck 

on our side, we will be able to take the 

next game against UCL when we play 

them in January. 

Our next match sees us taking on 

the unknown of St. Marys in BUCS, 

where we hope to put the loss of UCL 

behind us. 

We always welcome new players at 

any point in the term, whether you 

have played before or not. 

So if you fancy giving women’s 

rugby a go email Mona our club 

president (mona.hussein10@imperial.

ac.uk) for more details.


