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Imperial students build an 
electric sportscar

Louis Palmer, a Swiss school teacher 
became somewhat of a celebrity after 
touring the Planet with his Solar Taxi: 
a solar powered electric vehicle, last 
year. He has now organised the Zero 
Emissions Race which will see 6 elec-
tric vehicles racing 40,000km around 
the world, across 6 continents, all in 80 
days! 

His electric car for this race is being 
built by Imperial College students. The 
team have called themselves Racing 
Green Endurance (RGE), and will be 
the only student led team in the whole 
event. 

The project started as an autono-

W hat if cars could 
run on wind power 
alone? Britain is at 
the cutting edge of 
wind-powered car 

technology. British Greenbird has just 
set the land speed record (202.9km/
hr) for a wind vehicle on 26th March, 
whilst Ecotricity, a British energy com-
pany, is sponsoring the revamp of the 
Lotus Exige sportscar into an all elec-
tric vehicle powered by wind-generat-
ed electricity.

But this is no recent development. 
Back in the 1970s, when the last fuel 
crisis hit western economies, the 
Windmobile (“land sailer for the hig-
way”) featured on the cover of the 1976 
issue of Popular Science magazine. 
This amazing vehicle could be pow-
ered by wind on the highways alone, or 
could use wind to extend the range of 
its electric motor. Like the Greenbird, 
Windmobile could run on wind already 
available in the atmosphere alone. For 
most cars though, especially within 
the city, the wind is not fast enough to 
power them. Windmobile could use its 
smart design to aid its movements and 
so extend range; the Popular Science 
article reported. The designer’s view 
was that placing a similar sail on per-
sonal vehicles could extend their range 
up to 40% as well. The plans were in 
motion for a four-seat family Windmo-
bile, but the economic forces precluded 
this green technology and as soon the 
oil prices were down again, the Wind-
mobile was buried in history. 

Several other patents have been filed 
since the 1970s for using wind energy 
for fuelling cars. Many of these are 
based on the simple observation that 
at high car speeds, the incoming wind 
speed is also quick and could gener-
ate electricity. Now the skeptics could 
say that most of this incoming wind 
is generated by the car’s movement 
in the first place, which is true (un-
less you live and drive in windy areas 
used by the Green Bird), but the fact 
that this wind energy is going to waste 
still stands. So, many patents are based 
on internal wind turbines that capture 
much of the incoming wind which use 
it to generate electricity and so extends 
the car’s range. This works in much the 
same way as re-generative braking; it 
is the recycling of waste energy rather 
than creation of energy anew. (Another 
way around the fact that a lot of energy 
is expended by cars just to push the air 
around themselves, and so is lost on 
drag, is to design cars so to minimize 
the drag – this is the idea behind Ap-
tera electric car now on sale in Cali-
fornia. With its light and streamlined 
body Aptera is very reminiscent of the 
Windmobile.)

Wind cars: future of motoring?

 The newest development in this area 
is RoarMaxx’s Formula AE sportscar 
designed by two enthusiastic high-
school students who decided to design 
a car that would recapture some of the 
wind energy.

The “energy lost under the friction of 
the air will be recovered through aero-
dynamically optimised intakes, which 
force air into the turbines like fans that 
will spin brushless synchronous alter-
nators recovering a predicted 20-25% 
electrical energy which will then get 
stored in Ultra-Capacitors for immedi-
ate usage. Four strategically placed air 
flow recovery systems will be installed 
around the vehicle, but their intakes 
will not be obvious because the body 
work design will incorporate them in a 
way that’s very pleasing to the human 
eye; an important key factor in vehicle 
design.”

Like the later version of Windmobile, 
this car will also incorporate roof-top 
solar panels to extend the range a fur-
ther 15-40%. The combination of such 
‘airflow re-capture energy’ and a sail 
that would generate energy from the 
true wind (the one not caused by the 
vehicle’s movement), might one day 
lead to an all wind-powered electric 

Mićo Tatalović investigates the past, present and future of wind-powered cars.

Imperial College’s Racing Green Endurance team with their new toy, a sportscar they are turning into an 
electric car for the December’s Zero Emissions race around the world.

Andrew Hadland
Science Correspondent

Wind powered Lotus Exige.

Windmobile was tested by Popular Sci-
ence’s writer in 1976. It was found to go up 
to 47mph in side winds of 12-18mph on wind 
power alone. The vehicle used its electric mo-
tor to get up to the speed of 30mph and then 
on windy highway the wind-only propulsion 
carried on. With crosswinds of above 9mph 
the Windmobile runs on wind and can reach 
62mph. Popular Science described it as being 
like “some kind of space capsule out of a Walt 
Disney movie”. Later version had solar panels 
on top of  the arched canopy (bottom right).

Windmobile

 British Greenbird wind-powered race car sponsored by Ecotricity.

Sketches for some of the patented wind-powered commercial car 
ideas.

RoarMaxx’s Formula AE (alternative energy) with solar panels and windflow recovery system installed to maximise its range and efficiency.

mous off-shoot to the already well 
publicised Racing Green initiative, but 
it is independently backed by Imperial 
College and the prestigious Energy Fu-
tures Lab (EFL). 

Although RGE is still in its early days, 
the project only having started in mid-
January 2009, much has already been 
achieved. They have secured the use 
of a sexy Radical SR3 Supersport car, 
from Radical Sportscars, to modify for 
the race. After much research and cal-
culation, the optimum batteries, sup-
plier and packager have been found. 

Furthermore, the team has been 
established from students across a 
number of departments, including 
Mechanical Engineering, EEE, and 
Sustainable Energy Futures, ensuring 

Some other wind-powered vehicles from the Wind Energy Events’ race Racing Aeolus 2008, and a streamlined Aptera electric car (top right).

car. The technology is probably already 
all there, buried in unused patents, but 
there are no economic incentives to 
develop it.

A more realistic way of using wind to 
power cars is to harvest wind for the 
grid, and then charge your electric car 
from that grid. In this way you use clean 
wind-power to power your electric car. 
This is exactly what the new develop-
ment by Ecotricity is trying to do. The 
project of turning a Lotus Exige into an 
electric sports car is reminiscent of the 
Tesla Roadster, an electric sportscar 
from California. The founder of Ecot-
ricity, charismatic entrepreneur Dale 
Vinci, dissapointed with slow rate of 
electric cars coming out of the major 
car manufacturers, got a team of ex-
perts together to build a competitive 
alternative. Important as it is to replace 
internal-engine cars with electric ones, 
this will only reduce carbon emissions 
if the electricity powering these cars 
comes from clean energy, and wind is 
an excellent solution, says Vinci. 

In the meantime, events where wind-
powered vehicles race (such as Racing 
Aeolus 2009 in Netherlands) are at-
tracting more publicity and more inter-
est from teams from around the world. 

These are vehicles like Greenbird, that 
are “powered only by nature” and are 
“part aeroplane, part sailboat and part 
Formula One car”. So the future looks 
bright for the wind-powered electric 
cars. 

that the best talent is used to bring 
RGE success!

The team faces significant technical 
challenges in modifying the SR3, in-
cluding: raising the suspension from 
its current race configuration; and im-
plementing a completely new and be-
spoke electric drivetrain that can cope 
and excel during the rigours of this 
epic endurance event. 

The vehicle will be designed and built 
over the summer of 2009, ready to start 
racing in Copenhagen at the UNFCCC 
summit in December.

Their progress can be followed via 
their website at www.racinggreen-
endurance.com, which is frequently 
updated with the latest news and 
information.

More information on the follow-
ing weblinks:

http://www.formulaae.com
http://www.windenergyevents.

com/
http://www.greenbird.co.uk/

Louis Palmer went around the world in his Solar Taxi. He still uses it to 
drive to work. His new quest to raise awarness about electric cars is to 
drive the electric sportscar designed by Imperial student team RGE.
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Imperial students build an 
electric sportscar

Louis Palmer, a Swiss school teacher 
became somewhat of a celebrity after 
touring the Planet with his Solar Taxi: 
a solar powered electric vehicle, last 
year. He has now organised the Zero 
Emissions Race which will see 6 elec-
tric vehicles racing 40,000km around 
the world, across 6 continents, all in 80 
days! 

His electric car for this race is being 
built by Imperial College students. The 
team have called themselves Racing 
Green Endurance (RGE), and will be 
the only student led team in the whole 
event. 

The project started as an autono-

W hat if cars could 
run on wind power 
alone? Britain is at 
the cutting edge of 
wind-powered car 

technology. British Greenbird has just 
set the land speed record (202.9km/
hr) for a wind vehicle on 26th March, 
whilst Ecotricity, a British energy com-
pany, is sponsoring the revamp of the 
Lotus Exige sportscar into an all elec-
tric vehicle powered by wind-generat-
ed electricity.

But this is no recent development. 
Back in the 1970s, when the last fuel 
crisis hit western economies, the 
Windmobile (“land sailer for the hig-
way”) featured on the cover of the 1976 
issue of Popular Science magazine. 
This amazing vehicle could be pow-
ered by wind on the highways alone, or 
could use wind to extend the range of 
its electric motor. Like the Greenbird, 
Windmobile could run on wind already 
available in the atmosphere alone. For 
most cars though, especially within 
the city, the wind is not fast enough to 
power them. Windmobile could use its 
smart design to aid its movements and 
so extend range; the Popular Science 
article reported. The designer’s view 
was that placing a similar sail on per-
sonal vehicles could extend their range 
up to 40% as well. The plans were in 
motion for a four-seat family Windmo-
bile, but the economic forces precluded 
this green technology and as soon the 
oil prices were down again, the Wind-
mobile was buried in history. 

Several other patents have been filed 
since the 1970s for using wind energy 
for fuelling cars. Many of these are 
based on the simple observation that 
at high car speeds, the incoming wind 
speed is also quick and could gener-
ate electricity. Now the skeptics could 
say that most of this incoming wind 
is generated by the car’s movement 
in the first place, which is true (un-
less you live and drive in windy areas 
used by the Green Bird), but the fact 
that this wind energy is going to waste 
still stands. So, many patents are based 
on internal wind turbines that capture 
much of the incoming wind which use 
it to generate electricity and so extends 
the car’s range. This works in much the 
same way as re-generative braking; it 
is the recycling of waste energy rather 
than creation of energy anew. (Another 
way around the fact that a lot of energy 
is expended by cars just to push the air 
around themselves, and so is lost on 
drag, is to design cars so to minimize 
the drag – this is the idea behind Ap-
tera electric car now on sale in Cali-
fornia. With its light and streamlined 
body Aptera is very reminiscent of the 
Windmobile.)

Wind cars: future of motoring?

 The newest development in this area 
is RoarMaxx’s Formula AE sportscar 
designed by two enthusiastic high-
school students who decided to design 
a car that would recapture some of the 
wind energy.

The “energy lost under the friction of 
the air will be recovered through aero-
dynamically optimised intakes, which 
force air into the turbines like fans that 
will spin brushless synchronous alter-
nators recovering a predicted 20-25% 
electrical energy which will then get 
stored in Ultra-Capacitors for immedi-
ate usage. Four strategically placed air 
flow recovery systems will be installed 
around the vehicle, but their intakes 
will not be obvious because the body 
work design will incorporate them in a 
way that’s very pleasing to the human 
eye; an important key factor in vehicle 
design.”

Like the later version of Windmobile, 
this car will also incorporate roof-top 
solar panels to extend the range a fur-
ther 15-40%. The combination of such 
‘airflow re-capture energy’ and a sail 
that would generate energy from the 
true wind (the one not caused by the 
vehicle’s movement), might one day 
lead to an all wind-powered electric 

Mićo Tatalović investigates the past, present and future of wind-powered cars.

Imperial College’s Racing Green Endurance team with their new toy, a sportscar they are turning into an 
electric car for the December’s Zero Emissions race around the world.

Andrew Hadland
Science Correspondent

Wind powered Lotus Exige.

Windmobile was tested by Popular Sci-
ence’s writer in 1976. It was found to go up 
to 47mph in side winds of 12-18mph on wind 
power alone. The vehicle used its electric mo-
tor to get up to the speed of 30mph and then 
on windy highway the wind-only propulsion 
carried on. With crosswinds of above 9mph 
the Windmobile runs on wind and can reach 
62mph. Popular Science described it as being 
like “some kind of space capsule out of a Walt 
Disney movie”. Later version had solar panels 
on top of  the arched canopy (bottom right).

Windmobile

 British Greenbird wind-powered race car sponsored by Ecotricity.

Sketches for some of the patented wind-powered commercial car 
ideas.

RoarMaxx’s Formula AE (alternative energy) with solar panels and windflow recovery system installed to maximise its range and efficiency.

mous off-shoot to the already well 
publicised Racing Green initiative, but 
it is independently backed by Imperial 
College and the prestigious Energy Fu-
tures Lab (EFL). 

Although RGE is still in its early days, 
the project only having started in mid-
January 2009, much has already been 
achieved. They have secured the use 
of a sexy Radical SR3 Supersport car, 
from Radical Sportscars, to modify for 
the race. After much research and cal-
culation, the optimum batteries, sup-
plier and packager have been found. 

Furthermore, the team has been 
established from students across a 
number of departments, including 
Mechanical Engineering, EEE, and 
Sustainable Energy Futures, ensuring 

Some other wind-powered vehicles from the Wind Energy Events’ race Racing Aeolus 2008, and a streamlined Aptera electric car (top right).

car. The technology is probably already 
all there, buried in unused patents, but 
there are no economic incentives to 
develop it.

A more realistic way of using wind to 
power cars is to harvest wind for the 
grid, and then charge your electric car 
from that grid. In this way you use clean 
wind-power to power your electric car. 
This is exactly what the new develop-
ment by Ecotricity is trying to do. The 
project of turning a Lotus Exige into an 
electric sports car is reminiscent of the 
Tesla Roadster, an electric sportscar 
from California. The founder of Ecot-
ricity, charismatic entrepreneur Dale 
Vinci, dissapointed with slow rate of 
electric cars coming out of the major 
car manufacturers, got a team of ex-
perts together to build a competitive 
alternative. Important as it is to replace 
internal-engine cars with electric ones, 
this will only reduce carbon emissions 
if the electricity powering these cars 
comes from clean energy, and wind is 
an excellent solution, says Vinci. 

In the meantime, events where wind-
powered vehicles race (such as Racing 
Aeolus 2009 in Netherlands) are at-
tracting more publicity and more inter-
est from teams from around the world. 

These are vehicles like Greenbird, that 
are “powered only by nature” and are 
“part aeroplane, part sailboat and part 
Formula One car”. So the future looks 
bright for the wind-powered electric 
cars. 

that the best talent is used to bring 
RGE success!

The team faces significant technical 
challenges in modifying the SR3, in-
cluding: raising the suspension from 
its current race configuration; and im-
plementing a completely new and be-
spoke electric drivetrain that can cope 
and excel during the rigours of this 
epic endurance event. 

The vehicle will be designed and built 
over the summer of 2009, ready to start 
racing in Copenhagen at the UNFCCC 
summit in December.

Their progress can be followed via 
their website at www.racinggreen-
endurance.com, which is frequently 
updated with the latest news and 
information.

More information on the follow-
ing weblinks:

http://www.formulaae.com
http://www.windenergyevents.

com/
http://www.greenbird.co.uk/

Louis Palmer went around the world in his Solar Taxi. He still uses it to 
drive to work. His new quest to raise awarness about electric cars is to 
drive the electric sportscar designed by Imperial student team RGE.
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A hitchhiker’s guide to hitchhiking
Dylan Lowe recalls something beyond thumbing his way from London to Morocco: the personal 
challenge, the encounters and people along the way, and a sense of self-discovery

S unrise was finally upon us. 
It was better reflected by the 
increasing influx of traffic 
heading our way rather than 
the morning temperature. I 

observed Anna from afar, now that she 
had returned to her spot by the junc-
tion where traffic from the lorry park 
livened. She was complaining to me 
about the cold; I don’t blame her. My 
palm seemed to be fixed in its thumbs-
up gesture not because of my enthusi-
asm – it was simply frozen.

Something was going terribly wrong. 
It didn’t matter if the roundabout had 
directed the traffic into different di-
rections, one heading to Zaragoza/
Madrid and another into Barcelona 
– there were hardly any vehicles go-
ing southwards. For those that were 
southbound, the merciless junction 
presented little room for stopping. The 
wait continued.

I went over to Anna and gave her a 
cuddle, just for the sake of salvaging 
our morale. She was ready to give up 
and more keen on using public trans-
port. With sleep deprivation kicking in, 
I feared that I would soon snap myself.

How had we managed thus far? 
Anna and I had set off from Clap-
ham Junction four days ago, accepted 
a lorry ride to Portsmouth to catch a 
ferry bound for Caen, blitzed through 
Northern France until Brive, where our 
luck expired. From there we inched to 
the south of Toulouse. Rested, we at-
tempted a border crossing via Andorra 
only to find the mountain passes grid-
locked with snow; several short hitches 
and much walker later we wound up in 
the Spanish Pyrenees. Our fortune re-
turned with a ride that took us across 
the mountain range by nightfall. Hav-
ing slept rough in a car park in the 
lorry park just outside of Lleida, Cat-
alunya, we hoisted the cardboards on 
the fifth day hours before the sun was 
even in sight.

Not that me and Anna were the only 
ones partaking in this bizarre, if not 
insane, endeavour. Being the 18th of 
its kind, the charity Link Community 
Development (LCD) – it does work in 

African countries to improve stand-
ards of education – has hosted the 
Morocco Hitch every year since its 
creation in 1992. Apparently, hitchhik-
ing almost penniless across the conti-
nent to the African country closest to 
the UK would be an effective fundrais-
ing mechanism: at least a thousand of 
us did buy that concept, raising over 
£300,000 in the process.

It all started when a certain Miles 
Glanfield brought news of this event to 
the conversations of Selkirk Hall’s 3rd 
floor kitchen. “Challenge yourself to it” 
was my first reaction. Granted, this is 
no London Marathon, or anything re-
motely as physically demanding. But, 
as we found out soon enough, it is ac-
tually our mentality that is put to the 
test. 

“Whenever 
our fortunes 
took a detour 
it did send us 
crying for anti-
depressants”

We had previously found ourselves 
waking to rainwater seeping through 
our tent; three hours of thumbing later 
our chances of getting a ride was slim-
mer than that of us dying of pneumo-
nia on the spot. We were drenched to 
the bone. The invitation to travel by 
public bus was too hard to resist. But, 
staying true to our personal challenge, 
our endurance put up a good fight and 
won over the temptation.

Almost two hours had passed since 
sunrise. Still nothing. A little earlier I 
had run into trouble with the police: 
for treating the police like a taxi serv-
ice. I was reminded just how spoilt a 
pair of hitchers we were to begin with 
– our longest wait on the first two days 
lasted no more than half an hour.

I can’t recall doing anything involv-
ing that much unpredictability in my 
life (albeit a mostly uneventful life). We 
could enjoy a glorious moment as we 
breeze through hundreds of miles, but 
whenever our fortunes took a detour 
it did send us crying for anti-depres-
sants. But it is not without its positive 
outcome – it served as a reminder to 
us to treasure every of those ‘glorious 
moments’ with awe and appreciation.

It has even more to do with human 
interaction. When one gets an insight 
of the lives of one’s Samaritans, it sets 
this personal enlightenment from that 
experienced by travelling on public 
transport. For once, I felt privileged to 
be part of a stranger’s voyage, share our 
varying objectives and destinations yet 
ostensibly heading towards the same di-
rection. In an increasingly frigid world, 
immersing into the everyday lives of 

Chris the Portuguese marine-turned 
trucker, Barrie the Anglo-French cook, 
Martine the geography teacher, Julien 
& Laure the nomadic hippies and Ro-
main the crane driver was no everyday 
occurrence.

(Special mention to the French 
businessman who scared us shitless 
by graphically depicting what would 
happen if the Toulouse nuclear power 
plant explodes – even I, with my mini-
mum knowledge on the French lan-
guage, understood what he was saying. 
We bore with his banter as he took us 
20k across the outskirts of Toulouse.)

Speaking of frigid, I had now begun 
shivering in Lleida. My patience was 
wavering. Then my eardrums shook 
– it was to the awakened grinding of 
a lorry engine. In a seemingly vain at-
tempt, deterred by my many failures 
on a similar effort, I raised my ‘Ma-

drid’ sign so that the conductor de 
camión could see. His gesture in re-
sponse, I swore down, must have been 
a hallucination.

So I approached him.
“¿Va usted a Mardid?” “Si.” (“Are you 

going to Madrid?” “Yeah.”)
“¿De verdad?” “De verdad, tío. Puedo 

tomarte a Mardid.” (“Really?” “Really, 
bruv. I can take you to Madrid.”)

Upon hearing the news, Anna dis-
played her talents as a dancer by sprint-
ing and leaping into me in a celebratory 
hug – the exhilaration beats watching a 
similar scene from Dirty Dancing.

That exhilaration is what found 
throughout the trip: it gives proof that, 
the bitterer a situation gets, the tasti-
er the sweetness when it bears fruit. 
Wetness, coldness, sleeplessness, we 
endured them all – the belief that our 
frustration would soon end, and tables 

would turn, kept us going. Just like the 
monstrous queue to a rollercoaster 
ride, it was all part of the suspense.

Our driver, who introduced himself 
as Amadou, kept to his word: with his 
two new companions he now roamed 
the autopistas that led us inching to-
wards Madrid. Only one small problem 
though: of Malawian ancestry, he spoke 
extremely little English. The same situ-
ation would have baffled many hitch-
ers who, some of them had confessed 
to us, relied entirely on English to get 
them through the continent.

Fortunate for us, Amadou was fluent 
in both Spanish and French; unfortu-
nate for me, Anna had fallen asleep at 
the back, leaving me to fend for my-
self with my patchy GCSE-standard 
Spanish.

“Just like the 
monstrous 
queue to a 
rollercoaster 
ride, it was 
all part of the 
suspense”

Not saying I dreaded exposing my 
unfamiliarity with the language: they 
love it when they see you try, don’t 
they? Quite so. My enthusiasm to 
generate conversation with Diego, the 
window salesman who took us across 
the tunnels from Vielha to Lleida, kept 
my phrasebook glued to my hand. Until 
the awkwardness – and the dark – got 
the best of me, and I stayed quiet for 
the remainder of the ride. I managed to 
describe this unease to Amadou, who 
seemed to have sensed the novice in 
me anyway without saying.

One hour of endless conversing 
later, he remarked that I hadn’t once 
used my phrasebook – he was flatter-
ing me. But then, as ‘sleeping beauty’ 
found consciousness and tuned in with 
a now French-speaking Amadou, my 
head was able to interpret bits of the 
dialogues from a language I knew little 
of; similarly, after we had parted ways 
with the trucker, Anna expressed her 
amazement on her ability to uphold a 
discussion on politics and life using her 
meagre post- A Level French.

I then remembered what Diego had 
mentioned a day earlier. “A practicar/
aprender (una idioma), viajar” – in or-
der to practise/learn a language, travel. 

Too true.
We stopped at a petrol station en route 

to refuel. As we clambered back into 
the truck I looked through the wind-
screen. My heart almost stopped at the 
sight – a vehicle bearing the insignia of 
the Guardia Civil (Spanish paramili-
tary police) had pulled into the station. 
I certainly didn’t forget that carrying 
more than one passenger in a lorry 
isn’t exactly legal in Spain. As I feared, 
we came under their scrutiny. Unwit-
tingly I had left my cardboard perching 
behind the windscreen, though upside 
down; a civil guard squinted to read 
the sign (“charity hitch”) while Ama-
dou convinced the other that Anna 
and I were his friends rather than mere 
passengers (not entirely untrue).

Eventually we had once again evaded 
arrest. Maybe I should stop forgetting 
that the continental folks tend to be 
more lenient on crimes petty as illegal 
hitchhiking on a French motorway, or 
pitching tent on private land, or kip-
ping tramp-style in a car park without 
shelter?

A lot of people believed that hitch-
hiking was all about getting from point 
A to point B with zero expenses, save 
the energy and effort of raising your 
thumb long enough to get yourself 
picked up – I had been one of them. I 
was especially ruthless with the plan-
ning: my emphasis had been on my 
destination, Morocco, rather than the 
process of getting there. As much as I 
hate to admit it, I was wrong.

Should I have kept up with that at-
titude I would have missed so much 
detail in the fabric. In my urgency to 
reach Morocco I have made decisions 
that could have potentially hastened 
or slowed down our progress. For in-
stance, my stubbornness prevented 
us from travelling towards Bordeaux 
from Périgueux (just west of Brive), a 
route that would have saved us days of 
misery and pointless wander; that said, 
both Anna and I had agreed with hind-
sight, it would mean sacrificing the 
memories of moments and encounters 
we now share and cherish.

Two pieces of memory we would nev-
er trade in for a faster track occurred 
soon after Amadou had dropped us off 
in the suburbs of Madrid and led us 
to the train station (fine, we cheated 
a little bit). As we waded through the 
streets, I couldn’t help but feel the sen-
timent of the tri-colours (Anna being 
white, me being yellow and Amadou 
black) striding across a country re-
nowned for its racism – this metaphor 
reflected the tolerance and kindness 
we enjoyed. For once, my cynicism 
crumbled in defeat.

The other occasion took place in 

Valdemoro, a vibrant town south of 
Madrid. We had arrived at the Repsol 
in search for a hitch down to Algeciras 
ferry port, preferably from any of the 
many lorries lodged by the petrol sta-
tion. Perhaps we didn’t have any pref-
erences at all, since we were in no posi-
tion to bargain when the entire Spain 
had plunged into an Easter traffic 
lockdown.

Soon enough, after spending over-
night at the station waiting and resting 
(hardly), the futility became clear. We 
devised a plan: we would stay in Valde-
moro for a day before making another 
attempt to hitchhike. Julian, who ran a 
night shift behind the tapas bar, offered 
us a ride into Valdemoro town. Unbe-
knownst to us, the hotels declined any 
check-ins before 12pm; and so for four 
hours, we took pleasure in Julian’s hos-
pitality at his flat.

“I believed that 
hitchhiking was 
all about getting 
from point A to 
point B with zero 
expenses…I was 
wrong”

Came noon, and Julian’s Romanian 
housemate Lorena emerged from slum-
ber and aided our search for cheap ac-
commodation (Julian was still asleep). 
The pair took it upon themselves to 
judge that we were too famished to 
continue our hitch – we devoured at 
their expense (including Anna’s very 
first chocolate con churros). When I at-
tempted to pay, Lorena grimaced and 
tapped her cheek.

“This (gesture) means you’re hurting 
my feelings,” she explained. “You’re my 
guests – allow us to look after you.”

*
The Gatwick Express was in full swing 

with a pledge to deliver us to Victoria 
Station within 30 minutes. My shoul-
ders felt uneasy without the weight of 
my rucksack; but I was relieved. Anna 
was busy texting her boyfriend, with 
news of her arrival from Morocco and 
flirtatiously stressed how much she 
missed him. A sign bearing ‘Clapham 
Junction’ sped by – I was reminded 
how Chris the Portuguese trucker had 
clogged up the entire cross-junction by 
stopping to pick us up, and grinned. 
Now things have finally come to a full 
circle. I found myself asking whether I 
would dare to go hitchhiking again.

Quizas – perhaps.

This article is dedicated to Chris, 
Barrie, Martine, Romain, Julien & 
Laure, Diego, Amadou, Julian & Lore-
na, as well as any unnamed individu-
als who had offered us a hand along 
our hitch to Morocco. Also to Miles, 
to whom I am grateful for introducing 
me to this event of a lifetime.

Interested? Contact me on travel.
felix@imperial.ac.uk for more in-
formation on how to take part in 
the Morocco Hitch, or more about 
it from an ex-hitcher’s perspective.

Alternatively go to http://www.
lcd.org.uk/events/hitch or become a 
fan of LCD on Facebook (search for 
LCD’s Morocco/Prague Hitch).

Come rain...

The happy hitchhikers at Plaza Mayor, Madrid

Our destination: Djemaa el Fna, Marrakesh. Stay tuned for more on this journey as I review aspects of my 
encounters in Morocco over the next few weeks!Me and Romain the crane driver From right: Anna Salmon, my hitch partner, Laure & Julien the hippies

The old town of Foix, just north of Andorra

Valdemoro petrol station, our one-time bedroom

Or come shine
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A hitchhiker’s guide to hitchhiking
Dylan Lowe recalls something beyond thumbing his way from London to Morocco: the personal 
challenge, the encounters and people along the way, and a sense of self-discovery

S unrise was finally upon us. 
It was better reflected by the 
increasing influx of traffic 
heading our way rather than 
the morning temperature. I 

observed Anna from afar, now that she 
had returned to her spot by the junc-
tion where traffic from the lorry park 
livened. She was complaining to me 
about the cold; I don’t blame her. My 
palm seemed to be fixed in its thumbs-
up gesture not because of my enthusi-
asm – it was simply frozen.

Something was going terribly wrong. 
It didn’t matter if the roundabout had 
directed the traffic into different di-
rections, one heading to Zaragoza/
Madrid and another into Barcelona 
– there were hardly any vehicles go-
ing southwards. For those that were 
southbound, the merciless junction 
presented little room for stopping. The 
wait continued.

I went over to Anna and gave her a 
cuddle, just for the sake of salvaging 
our morale. She was ready to give up 
and more keen on using public trans-
port. With sleep deprivation kicking in, 
I feared that I would soon snap myself.

How had we managed thus far? 
Anna and I had set off from Clap-
ham Junction four days ago, accepted 
a lorry ride to Portsmouth to catch a 
ferry bound for Caen, blitzed through 
Northern France until Brive, where our 
luck expired. From there we inched to 
the south of Toulouse. Rested, we at-
tempted a border crossing via Andorra 
only to find the mountain passes grid-
locked with snow; several short hitches 
and much walker later we wound up in 
the Spanish Pyrenees. Our fortune re-
turned with a ride that took us across 
the mountain range by nightfall. Hav-
ing slept rough in a car park in the 
lorry park just outside of Lleida, Cat-
alunya, we hoisted the cardboards on 
the fifth day hours before the sun was 
even in sight.

Not that me and Anna were the only 
ones partaking in this bizarre, if not 
insane, endeavour. Being the 18th of 
its kind, the charity Link Community 
Development (LCD) – it does work in 

African countries to improve stand-
ards of education – has hosted the 
Morocco Hitch every year since its 
creation in 1992. Apparently, hitchhik-
ing almost penniless across the conti-
nent to the African country closest to 
the UK would be an effective fundrais-
ing mechanism: at least a thousand of 
us did buy that concept, raising over 
£300,000 in the process.

It all started when a certain Miles 
Glanfield brought news of this event to 
the conversations of Selkirk Hall’s 3rd 
floor kitchen. “Challenge yourself to it” 
was my first reaction. Granted, this is 
no London Marathon, or anything re-
motely as physically demanding. But, 
as we found out soon enough, it is ac-
tually our mentality that is put to the 
test. 

“Whenever 
our fortunes 
took a detour 
it did send us 
crying for anti-
depressants”

We had previously found ourselves 
waking to rainwater seeping through 
our tent; three hours of thumbing later 
our chances of getting a ride was slim-
mer than that of us dying of pneumo-
nia on the spot. We were drenched to 
the bone. The invitation to travel by 
public bus was too hard to resist. But, 
staying true to our personal challenge, 
our endurance put up a good fight and 
won over the temptation.

Almost two hours had passed since 
sunrise. Still nothing. A little earlier I 
had run into trouble with the police: 
for treating the police like a taxi serv-
ice. I was reminded just how spoilt a 
pair of hitchers we were to begin with 
– our longest wait on the first two days 
lasted no more than half an hour.

I can’t recall doing anything involv-
ing that much unpredictability in my 
life (albeit a mostly uneventful life). We 
could enjoy a glorious moment as we 
breeze through hundreds of miles, but 
whenever our fortunes took a detour 
it did send us crying for anti-depres-
sants. But it is not without its positive 
outcome – it served as a reminder to 
us to treasure every of those ‘glorious 
moments’ with awe and appreciation.

It has even more to do with human 
interaction. When one gets an insight 
of the lives of one’s Samaritans, it sets 
this personal enlightenment from that 
experienced by travelling on public 
transport. For once, I felt privileged to 
be part of a stranger’s voyage, share our 
varying objectives and destinations yet 
ostensibly heading towards the same di-
rection. In an increasingly frigid world, 
immersing into the everyday lives of 

Chris the Portuguese marine-turned 
trucker, Barrie the Anglo-French cook, 
Martine the geography teacher, Julien 
& Laure the nomadic hippies and Ro-
main the crane driver was no everyday 
occurrence.

(Special mention to the French 
businessman who scared us shitless 
by graphically depicting what would 
happen if the Toulouse nuclear power 
plant explodes – even I, with my mini-
mum knowledge on the French lan-
guage, understood what he was saying. 
We bore with his banter as he took us 
20k across the outskirts of Toulouse.)

Speaking of frigid, I had now begun 
shivering in Lleida. My patience was 
wavering. Then my eardrums shook 
– it was to the awakened grinding of 
a lorry engine. In a seemingly vain at-
tempt, deterred by my many failures 
on a similar effort, I raised my ‘Ma-

drid’ sign so that the conductor de 
camión could see. His gesture in re-
sponse, I swore down, must have been 
a hallucination.

So I approached him.
“¿Va usted a Mardid?” “Si.” (“Are you 

going to Madrid?” “Yeah.”)
“¿De verdad?” “De verdad, tío. Puedo 

tomarte a Mardid.” (“Really?” “Really, 
bruv. I can take you to Madrid.”)

Upon hearing the news, Anna dis-
played her talents as a dancer by sprint-
ing and leaping into me in a celebratory 
hug – the exhilaration beats watching a 
similar scene from Dirty Dancing.

That exhilaration is what found 
throughout the trip: it gives proof that, 
the bitterer a situation gets, the tasti-
er the sweetness when it bears fruit. 
Wetness, coldness, sleeplessness, we 
endured them all – the belief that our 
frustration would soon end, and tables 

would turn, kept us going. Just like the 
monstrous queue to a rollercoaster 
ride, it was all part of the suspense.

Our driver, who introduced himself 
as Amadou, kept to his word: with his 
two new companions he now roamed 
the autopistas that led us inching to-
wards Madrid. Only one small problem 
though: of Malawian ancestry, he spoke 
extremely little English. The same situ-
ation would have baffled many hitch-
ers who, some of them had confessed 
to us, relied entirely on English to get 
them through the continent.

Fortunate for us, Amadou was fluent 
in both Spanish and French; unfortu-
nate for me, Anna had fallen asleep at 
the back, leaving me to fend for my-
self with my patchy GCSE-standard 
Spanish.

“Just like the 
monstrous 
queue to a 
rollercoaster 
ride, it was 
all part of the 
suspense”

Not saying I dreaded exposing my 
unfamiliarity with the language: they 
love it when they see you try, don’t 
they? Quite so. My enthusiasm to 
generate conversation with Diego, the 
window salesman who took us across 
the tunnels from Vielha to Lleida, kept 
my phrasebook glued to my hand. Until 
the awkwardness – and the dark – got 
the best of me, and I stayed quiet for 
the remainder of the ride. I managed to 
describe this unease to Amadou, who 
seemed to have sensed the novice in 
me anyway without saying.

One hour of endless conversing 
later, he remarked that I hadn’t once 
used my phrasebook – he was flatter-
ing me. But then, as ‘sleeping beauty’ 
found consciousness and tuned in with 
a now French-speaking Amadou, my 
head was able to interpret bits of the 
dialogues from a language I knew little 
of; similarly, after we had parted ways 
with the trucker, Anna expressed her 
amazement on her ability to uphold a 
discussion on politics and life using her 
meagre post- A Level French.

I then remembered what Diego had 
mentioned a day earlier. “A practicar/
aprender (una idioma), viajar” – in or-
der to practise/learn a language, travel. 

Too true.
We stopped at a petrol station en route 

to refuel. As we clambered back into 
the truck I looked through the wind-
screen. My heart almost stopped at the 
sight – a vehicle bearing the insignia of 
the Guardia Civil (Spanish paramili-
tary police) had pulled into the station. 
I certainly didn’t forget that carrying 
more than one passenger in a lorry 
isn’t exactly legal in Spain. As I feared, 
we came under their scrutiny. Unwit-
tingly I had left my cardboard perching 
behind the windscreen, though upside 
down; a civil guard squinted to read 
the sign (“charity hitch”) while Ama-
dou convinced the other that Anna 
and I were his friends rather than mere 
passengers (not entirely untrue).

Eventually we had once again evaded 
arrest. Maybe I should stop forgetting 
that the continental folks tend to be 
more lenient on crimes petty as illegal 
hitchhiking on a French motorway, or 
pitching tent on private land, or kip-
ping tramp-style in a car park without 
shelter?

A lot of people believed that hitch-
hiking was all about getting from point 
A to point B with zero expenses, save 
the energy and effort of raising your 
thumb long enough to get yourself 
picked up – I had been one of them. I 
was especially ruthless with the plan-
ning: my emphasis had been on my 
destination, Morocco, rather than the 
process of getting there. As much as I 
hate to admit it, I was wrong.

Should I have kept up with that at-
titude I would have missed so much 
detail in the fabric. In my urgency to 
reach Morocco I have made decisions 
that could have potentially hastened 
or slowed down our progress. For in-
stance, my stubbornness prevented 
us from travelling towards Bordeaux 
from Périgueux (just west of Brive), a 
route that would have saved us days of 
misery and pointless wander; that said, 
both Anna and I had agreed with hind-
sight, it would mean sacrificing the 
memories of moments and encounters 
we now share and cherish.

Two pieces of memory we would nev-
er trade in for a faster track occurred 
soon after Amadou had dropped us off 
in the suburbs of Madrid and led us 
to the train station (fine, we cheated 
a little bit). As we waded through the 
streets, I couldn’t help but feel the sen-
timent of the tri-colours (Anna being 
white, me being yellow and Amadou 
black) striding across a country re-
nowned for its racism – this metaphor 
reflected the tolerance and kindness 
we enjoyed. For once, my cynicism 
crumbled in defeat.

The other occasion took place in 

Valdemoro, a vibrant town south of 
Madrid. We had arrived at the Repsol 
in search for a hitch down to Algeciras 
ferry port, preferably from any of the 
many lorries lodged by the petrol sta-
tion. Perhaps we didn’t have any pref-
erences at all, since we were in no posi-
tion to bargain when the entire Spain 
had plunged into an Easter traffic 
lockdown.

Soon enough, after spending over-
night at the station waiting and resting 
(hardly), the futility became clear. We 
devised a plan: we would stay in Valde-
moro for a day before making another 
attempt to hitchhike. Julian, who ran a 
night shift behind the tapas bar, offered 
us a ride into Valdemoro town. Unbe-
knownst to us, the hotels declined any 
check-ins before 12pm; and so for four 
hours, we took pleasure in Julian’s hos-
pitality at his flat.

“I believed that 
hitchhiking was 
all about getting 
from point A to 
point B with zero 
expenses…I was 
wrong”

Came noon, and Julian’s Romanian 
housemate Lorena emerged from slum-
ber and aided our search for cheap ac-
commodation (Julian was still asleep). 
The pair took it upon themselves to 
judge that we were too famished to 
continue our hitch – we devoured at 
their expense (including Anna’s very 
first chocolate con churros). When I at-
tempted to pay, Lorena grimaced and 
tapped her cheek.

“This (gesture) means you’re hurting 
my feelings,” she explained. “You’re my 
guests – allow us to look after you.”

*
The Gatwick Express was in full swing 

with a pledge to deliver us to Victoria 
Station within 30 minutes. My shoul-
ders felt uneasy without the weight of 
my rucksack; but I was relieved. Anna 
was busy texting her boyfriend, with 
news of her arrival from Morocco and 
flirtatiously stressed how much she 
missed him. A sign bearing ‘Clapham 
Junction’ sped by – I was reminded 
how Chris the Portuguese trucker had 
clogged up the entire cross-junction by 
stopping to pick us up, and grinned. 
Now things have finally come to a full 
circle. I found myself asking whether I 
would dare to go hitchhiking again.

Quizas – perhaps.

This article is dedicated to Chris, 
Barrie, Martine, Romain, Julien & 
Laure, Diego, Amadou, Julian & Lore-
na, as well as any unnamed individu-
als who had offered us a hand along 
our hitch to Morocco. Also to Miles, 
to whom I am grateful for introducing 
me to this event of a lifetime.

Interested? Contact me on travel.
felix@imperial.ac.uk for more in-
formation on how to take part in 
the Morocco Hitch, or more about 
it from an ex-hitcher’s perspective.

Alternatively go to http://www.
lcd.org.uk/events/hitch or become a 
fan of LCD on Facebook (search for 
LCD’s Morocco/Prague Hitch).

Come rain...

The happy hitchhikers at Plaza Mayor, Madrid

Our destination: Djemaa el Fna, Marrakesh. Stay tuned for more on this journey as I review aspects of my 
encounters in Morocco over the next few weeks!Me and Romain the crane driver From right: Anna Salmon, my hitch partner, Laure & Julien the hippies

The old town of Foix, just north of Andorra

Valdemoro petrol station, our one-time bedroom

Or come shine
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M any people might not 
have watched The 
Gadget Show before, 
due to the poor na-
tional broadcast cov-

erage of Channel Five (unless you’re 
watching on Freeview, cable or satel-
lite), but the program and its enthusi-
astic presenters (who were at the show 
too) are adored by a strong fanbase.

Being my third electronics show of 
this academic year, and especially hav-
ing been to the massive CES in Janu-
ary, I really wasn’t expecting much ex-
citement from The Gadget Show Live. 
In fact, I only found out about it right 
at the beginning of the Easter holiday, 
and was told it would be the TV show’s 
first ever attempt at hosting such expo. 
And boy, what a great start!

With all the tickets sold out early, it 
was not surprising to see long queues 
at the entrance every now and then. I 
went on Sunday which was apparently 
quieter but still fairly populated. It was 
also nice to see my old pals from previ-
ous shows surrounded by big crowds, 
namely Pacemaker and DIGISKIN.

What made The Gadget Show Live so 
unique were the many special features 
not found in most of other electronics 
shows: the spectacular stage shows at 
the “Gadget Show Super Theatre”, the 
“How To Theatre” where independent 
experts teach you how to get the most 
out of your gadgets, and the many 
hands-on opportunities with gadg-
ets as small as webcams to as big as a 
fighter jet. Yes, they somehow man-
aged to land a Red Arrow in the con-
vention hall, courtesy of the RAF. No 
test flights though, sadly, but there was 
a “Gadget Test Track” where I test-
drove an awesome electric bicycle. 

Even though the show was mainly for 
companies to promote their products, 
The Gadget Show Live had a dedicated 
area for antique computers and mo-
bile phones from the last thirty years, 
courtesy of The Centre for Computing 
History. Most machines were switched 
on for attendees to play with, the most 
popular ones being Atari’s Pong, the 
Apple II and the original Sony Play-
station. It was every gadget-lover’s 
fantasyland.

There is no doubt that I’ll be back 
next year. Keep it up, guys!

The Gadget Show Live ‘09
Richard Lai travels north to check out the TV show’s first ever exposition.

Dell Adamo
From £1,649, www.dell.co.uk

Mindflex - a mind control game

Veho USB 
Microscopes

If you don’t have any spare USB ports 
on your computers, you should look 
away now: Veho is a UK company 
which specialises in interesting USB 
products. The most interesting one 
was their USB Microscope line (pic-
tured left), starting from £59.99 for 
their VMS-001 model (1.3 megapixels, 
20x-200x magnification). Their more 
expensive VMS-004 (£69.99) features 
a more powerful 20x-400x magnifica-
tion, but the 2-megapixel resolution is 
only achieved by interpolation.

Another special product from Veho 
is the “muvi” (pictured right), which 
is officially the world’s smallest cam-
corder. This £80 tiny package has a 
2-megapixel sensor, and comes with a 
2GB microSD card (about two to three 
hours of recording). You can upgrade it 
to 8GB maximum too.

To my surprise, PC World had a pretty 
impressive-looking stall at the show, 
but it wouldn’t change my distaste of 
the chain store. They did, however, 
showcased the Adamo, a new premi-
um line of laptops from Dell.

This MacBook-like laptop recently 
caused some stir in the computer in-
dustry because of its diamond-studded 
price tag. Since last Saturday, PC World 
started offering the said laptop for just 
under £1,700, but eagle-eyed readers 
might have noticed that you could save 
£50 if you buy direct from Dell’s web-
site. What a bargain!

Don’t have high expectations though: 
this 64-bit Vista, 13” portable only has 
a 1.20GHz CPU, 2GB 800MHz DDR3 
RAM, 128GB SSD and just a 1-year 
“Premium Warranty Support”. The 
build quality and weight (1.81kg) could 
be better for the price too. If you’ve 
just won the lottery as well, go for the 
£2,249 model (1.4GHz, 4GB RAM).

This could well be the puzzle of the 
year: the objective of the British-made 
ReVoMaze is to guide the shaft out of 
an internal maze (no map given, of 
course), and if you fall into a trap you 
must start from the beginning again. 
The idea is that you have to memorise 
the path, and then work on the speed.  

I had a go on the blue one - the en-
try model - and had no success. If your 
memory and speed is better than mine, 
you can then upgrade to the advanced 
green model which has just come out. 
Three more harder models will be re-
leased throughout the year.

Part of that slightly large price tag 
actually goes towards an accumulating 
prize fund for the national ReVoMaze 
competition. To enter, all you need to 
do is visit their website and register 
your unique number etched on the 
shaft. So far they have gathered just 
over £2,170 in the pot, which will be 
shared between winners of each of the 
five categories at the live event. Surely 
one of them should be a bright student 
from Imperial?

ReVoMaze
£69.99, www.revomaze.co.uk

Smoking is bad for you, m’kay? Well, 
it depends. Regular smokers might 
want to consider the realistic-looking 
but much healthier electronic cigarette 
from Cigstar. You will still be getting 
your doses of nicotine bar the tar, and 
they come in many flavours too (to-
bacco, Marlboro, menthol, chocolate 
and vanilla). What’s best is that each £1 
capsule is equivalent to 15 to 20 ciga-
rettes! The £35 starter kit will therefore 
last you for a while with its 6 capsules.

Even though e-cigarettes sound 
dorky, you wouldn’t see the dif-

ference: the head glows gently 
when you inhale, and you puff 
out what appears to be smoke 
- it’s just water vapour! This 

means you can now “smoke” in non-
smoking areas!

There are no health issues to wor-
ry about: the e-cigarette has been 
tested by New Zealand’s Ministry of 
Health, and apparently soon to be 
confirmed by the NHS. We will also 
try to get hold of one for review, so 

stay tuned!

Cigstar
From £34.99, www.cigstar.co.uk

Being a bloke, I am naturally pro-
grammed to like my big toys, and I 
think I’ve just found a new favourite. 
Out of the many electric-bicycle mak-
ers in the show, Ultra Motor stood out 
with their A2B Metro - the world’s 
only power-on-demand electric bicy-
cle. The other electric bicycles only 
use the motor for assistance instead of 
acceleration.

Seeing that the show had a test track, 
I had a go on the Metro and loved 
every second on it. Controlling the ac-
celeration was just like using a normal 
motorbike without the noise. The mo-
tor did respond with a slight delay, but 
the acceleration was quick enough to 
remove my slight frustration.

Apparently under power the Metro 
could travel up to 15.5mph, and on a 
single charge it has an unassisted range 
of up to 20 miles. However, if you do 
run out of juice you’ll be pushing a 
37kg bicycle on your own.

Such fun doesn’t come cheap either: 
the A2B Metro will cost you £2,000, 
and even their power-assisted version, 
the A2B Hybrid, goes for £1,700.

Ultra Motor A2B
From £1,700, www.ultramotor.com

NVIDIA is about to launch their 3D 
graphics products in the UK. The tech-
nology is not as simple as you might 
think: the supplied glasses are actually 
battery-operated, and they respond 
to an infrared transmitter to flicker at 
60Hz. You then need a 120Hz screen, 
so that the graphics card can display 
two offset images at the right timing 
(but only one port is required from the 
card). The glasses then block out one 
image at each flicker to create the 3D 
effect.

What you will see in PC World soon 
are some £330-£400 NVIDIA graphics 
cards that come with the 3D glasses and 
USB transmitter, along with a range 
of 120Hz screens. If you already have 
the NVIDIA 8800 GT or better cards, 
you can get the glasses and transmitter 
alone for just £139, but don’t forget the 
screen!

On NVIDIA’s website you will find a 
list of 350+ tested games, and around 
half of them are rated “very good”, 
uncluding “Fallout 4”, “Left 4 Dead”, 
“GRID” and “Mirror’s Edge”. Hardcore 
gamers should start saving up now!

NVIDIA GeForce 
3D Vision
From £139, PC World

From £60, www.veho-uk.com

Veho muvi
£79.99, www.veho-uk.com

The expo wasn’t just about electronic 
gadgets, as shown by these amazing 
metallic sculptures from Robosteel. 
This 20-year-old family business 
uses only recycled metal for their 
assemblage art, ranging from cute little 
WALL-Es to scary life-size Predators. 
They export to all over the world, and 
they do free shipping to the UK if under 
20kg, so check out their website.

RoboSteel
£5-£5,000, www.robosteel.com

Here’s something handy for the regular 
travellers: a power-assisted suitcase. 
Sadly, it doesn’t do the whole pulling 
work for you, as hinted by the compa-
ny’s motto - “because the world is not 
flat”. What it does is when it detects 
that you’re going uphill or up the stairs, 
the motor will kick in to assist you. On 
one charge it can assist you for up to 
two miles. Available from John Lewis 
in June with a five-year warranty.

Live Luggage
From £295, www.liveluggage.com
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M any people might not 
have watched The 
Gadget Show before, 
due to the poor na-
tional broadcast cov-

erage of Channel Five (unless you’re 
watching on Freeview, cable or satel-
lite), but the program and its enthusi-
astic presenters (who were at the show 
too) are adored by a strong fanbase.

Being my third electronics show of 
this academic year, and especially hav-
ing been to the massive CES in Janu-
ary, I really wasn’t expecting much ex-
citement from The Gadget Show Live. 
In fact, I only found out about it right 
at the beginning of the Easter holiday, 
and was told it would be the TV show’s 
first ever attempt at hosting such expo. 
And boy, what a great start!

With all the tickets sold out early, it 
was not surprising to see long queues 
at the entrance every now and then. I 
went on Sunday which was apparently 
quieter but still fairly populated. It was 
also nice to see my old pals from previ-
ous shows surrounded by big crowds, 
namely Pacemaker and DIGISKIN.

What made The Gadget Show Live so 
unique were the many special features 
not found in most of other electronics 
shows: the spectacular stage shows at 
the “Gadget Show Super Theatre”, the 
“How To Theatre” where independent 
experts teach you how to get the most 
out of your gadgets, and the many 
hands-on opportunities with gadg-
ets as small as webcams to as big as a 
fighter jet. Yes, they somehow man-
aged to land a Red Arrow in the con-
vention hall, courtesy of the RAF. No 
test flights though, sadly, but there was 
a “Gadget Test Track” where I test-
drove an awesome electric bicycle. 

Even though the show was mainly for 
companies to promote their products, 
The Gadget Show Live had a dedicated 
area for antique computers and mo-
bile phones from the last thirty years, 
courtesy of The Centre for Computing 
History. Most machines were switched 
on for attendees to play with, the most 
popular ones being Atari’s Pong, the 
Apple II and the original Sony Play-
station. It was every gadget-lover’s 
fantasyland.

There is no doubt that I’ll be back 
next year. Keep it up, guys!

The Gadget Show Live ‘09
Richard Lai travels north to check out the TV show’s first ever exposition.

Dell Adamo
From £1,649, www.dell.co.uk

Mindflex - a mind control game

Veho USB 
Microscopes

If you don’t have any spare USB ports 
on your computers, you should look 
away now: Veho is a UK company 
which specialises in interesting USB 
products. The most interesting one 
was their USB Microscope line (pic-
tured left), starting from £59.99 for 
their VMS-001 model (1.3 megapixels, 
20x-200x magnification). Their more 
expensive VMS-004 (£69.99) features 
a more powerful 20x-400x magnifica-
tion, but the 2-megapixel resolution is 
only achieved by interpolation.

Another special product from Veho 
is the “muvi” (pictured right), which 
is officially the world’s smallest cam-
corder. This £80 tiny package has a 
2-megapixel sensor, and comes with a 
2GB microSD card (about two to three 
hours of recording). You can upgrade it 
to 8GB maximum too.

To my surprise, PC World had a pretty 
impressive-looking stall at the show, 
but it wouldn’t change my distaste of 
the chain store. They did, however, 
showcased the Adamo, a new premi-
um line of laptops from Dell.

This MacBook-like laptop recently 
caused some stir in the computer in-
dustry because of its diamond-studded 
price tag. Since last Saturday, PC World 
started offering the said laptop for just 
under £1,700, but eagle-eyed readers 
might have noticed that you could save 
£50 if you buy direct from Dell’s web-
site. What a bargain!

Don’t have high expectations though: 
this 64-bit Vista, 13” portable only has 
a 1.20GHz CPU, 2GB 800MHz DDR3 
RAM, 128GB SSD and just a 1-year 
“Premium Warranty Support”. The 
build quality and weight (1.81kg) could 
be better for the price too. If you’ve 
just won the lottery as well, go for the 
£2,249 model (1.4GHz, 4GB RAM).

This could well be the puzzle of the 
year: the objective of the British-made 
ReVoMaze is to guide the shaft out of 
an internal maze (no map given, of 
course), and if you fall into a trap you 
must start from the beginning again. 
The idea is that you have to memorise 
the path, and then work on the speed.  

I had a go on the blue one - the en-
try model - and had no success. If your 
memory and speed is better than mine, 
you can then upgrade to the advanced 
green model which has just come out. 
Three more harder models will be re-
leased throughout the year.

Part of that slightly large price tag 
actually goes towards an accumulating 
prize fund for the national ReVoMaze 
competition. To enter, all you need to 
do is visit their website and register 
your unique number etched on the 
shaft. So far they have gathered just 
over £2,170 in the pot, which will be 
shared between winners of each of the 
five categories at the live event. Surely 
one of them should be a bright student 
from Imperial?

ReVoMaze
£69.99, www.revomaze.co.uk

Smoking is bad for you, m’kay? Well, 
it depends. Regular smokers might 
want to consider the realistic-looking 
but much healthier electronic cigarette 
from Cigstar. You will still be getting 
your doses of nicotine bar the tar, and 
they come in many flavours too (to-
bacco, Marlboro, menthol, chocolate 
and vanilla). What’s best is that each £1 
capsule is equivalent to 15 to 20 ciga-
rettes! The £35 starter kit will therefore 
last you for a while with its 6 capsules.

Even though e-cigarettes sound 
dorky, you wouldn’t see the dif-

ference: the head glows gently 
when you inhale, and you puff 
out what appears to be smoke 
- it’s just water vapour! This 

means you can now “smoke” in non-
smoking areas!

There are no health issues to wor-
ry about: the e-cigarette has been 
tested by New Zealand’s Ministry of 
Health, and apparently soon to be 
confirmed by the NHS. We will also 
try to get hold of one for review, so 

stay tuned!

Cigstar
From £34.99, www.cigstar.co.uk

Being a bloke, I am naturally pro-
grammed to like my big toys, and I 
think I’ve just found a new favourite. 
Out of the many electric-bicycle mak-
ers in the show, Ultra Motor stood out 
with their A2B Metro - the world’s 
only power-on-demand electric bicy-
cle. The other electric bicycles only 
use the motor for assistance instead of 
acceleration.

Seeing that the show had a test track, 
I had a go on the Metro and loved 
every second on it. Controlling the ac-
celeration was just like using a normal 
motorbike without the noise. The mo-
tor did respond with a slight delay, but 
the acceleration was quick enough to 
remove my slight frustration.

Apparently under power the Metro 
could travel up to 15.5mph, and on a 
single charge it has an unassisted range 
of up to 20 miles. However, if you do 
run out of juice you’ll be pushing a 
37kg bicycle on your own.

Such fun doesn’t come cheap either: 
the A2B Metro will cost you £2,000, 
and even their power-assisted version, 
the A2B Hybrid, goes for £1,700.

Ultra Motor A2B
From £1,700, www.ultramotor.com

NVIDIA is about to launch their 3D 
graphics products in the UK. The tech-
nology is not as simple as you might 
think: the supplied glasses are actually 
battery-operated, and they respond 
to an infrared transmitter to flicker at 
60Hz. You then need a 120Hz screen, 
so that the graphics card can display 
two offset images at the right timing 
(but only one port is required from the 
card). The glasses then block out one 
image at each flicker to create the 3D 
effect.

What you will see in PC World soon 
are some £330-£400 NVIDIA graphics 
cards that come with the 3D glasses and 
USB transmitter, along with a range 
of 120Hz screens. If you already have 
the NVIDIA 8800 GT or better cards, 
you can get the glasses and transmitter 
alone for just £139, but don’t forget the 
screen!

On NVIDIA’s website you will find a 
list of 350+ tested games, and around 
half of them are rated “very good”, 
uncluding “Fallout 4”, “Left 4 Dead”, 
“GRID” and “Mirror’s Edge”. Hardcore 
gamers should start saving up now!

NVIDIA GeForce 
3D Vision
From £139, PC World

From £60, www.veho-uk.com

Veho muvi
£79.99, www.veho-uk.com

The expo wasn’t just about electronic 
gadgets, as shown by these amazing 
metallic sculptures from Robosteel. 
This 20-year-old family business 
uses only recycled metal for their 
assemblage art, ranging from cute little 
WALL-Es to scary life-size Predators. 
They export to all over the world, and 
they do free shipping to the UK if under 
20kg, so check out their website.

RoboSteel
£5-£5,000, www.robosteel.com

Here’s something handy for the regular 
travellers: a power-assisted suitcase. 
Sadly, it doesn’t do the whole pulling 
work for you, as hinted by the compa-
ny’s motto - “because the world is not 
flat”. What it does is when it detects 
that you’re going uphill or up the stairs, 
the motor will kick in to assist you. On 
one charge it can assist you for up to 
two miles. Available from John Lewis 
in June with a five-year warranty.

Live Luggage
From £295, www.liveluggage.com
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Islam Awareness Week 2009 -The Five Pillars
Some of you were in on it. Many of you experienced it. Now, Saira Wariach will let you all find out what 
The Game was all about as Islamic Society host their Islam Awareness Week

T he 2nd-6th March was 
Islam Awareness Week 
at Imperial. There were 
stalls throughout the week 
offering henna, calligra-

phy and just a little enlightenment as to 
what was REALLY going on. 2009 saw 
a fresh approach to this annual event. 
Each pillar of Islam was uncovered as 
the week unfolded:

Monday - Declaration of Faith

We started the week with the first pil-
lar of Islam – Faith in One God, and in 
Muhammad (Peace be upon him), his 
final messenger. 

Resonating with Reason was a dis-
cussion panel of three student converts 
to Islam – all from very different cul-
tural backgrounds. It aimed to retrace 
each of their individual journeys, while 
at university, that had led them to rec-
ognise this faith as their own. 

The panel comprised of Nicole 
Ahmed, who found Islam at Imperial 
after being raised without a faith in a 
Bangladeshi family; Fatin Phang, a Chi-
nese Malay, currently doing her PhD 
at Cambridge University; and Hamza 
Tzortzis, originally a Greek Orthodox 
Christian, who lectures internationally 
on Islam, philosophy and politics. The 
venue was packed, there were even 
people on the stairs (don’t tell Health 
and Safety). 

The audience raised their own 
questions during a very successful 45 
minute Q&A session. Many stayed be-
hind afterwards for refreshments and 
discussions with speakers and ISoccers 

– which is what it was all about in the 
end. Conversation, education, and mu-
tual respect; the perfect beginning to 
the week.

Tuesday - Charity

A fundraiser BBQ for Save the Chil-
dren was held in Beit between 4-7pm. 
As well as tasty food for the enjoyment 
of all students on campus, this pro-
vided a great opportunity to encourage 
students around campus to pose ques-
tions and learn about Islam from quiz-
zes and discussion. Over 150 burgers 
were sold, and all revenue went to Save 
the Children. A lot of students even 
braved the rain near the end and had 
a great time.

Wednesday – Hajj Pilgrimage

Malcolm X has been an inspiration to 
many revolutionaries over the years, 
and his life has been taken as a model 
for many ordinary people looking to 
change their lives and the community 
around them. IAW was a platform on 
which we brought the great personality 
to Imperial’s attention, and what influ-
enced him to develop such morals and 
values. 

A talk on Malcolm X, highlighting 
the influence Islam had on the latter 
years of his life, after he had performed 
the pilgrimage to Makkah, was con-
ducted by Sheikh Ahmed Babiki (who 
has recently been involved in similar 
events alongside Malcolm X’s daugh-
ter Malikah Shabazz). He gave a brief 
overview of Malcolm’s life before fo-

cusing in detail on some of the ideals 
for justice he so strongly held, bringing 
to people’s attention the highly-preju-
diced society within which he devel-
oped those ideals. 

Free pizza was a great attraction and 
an opportunity for discussion, with 
about 120 people attending overall. 
People left feeling inspired, and curi-
ous; not only about Malcolm X, but 
about the teachings of Islam.

Thursday - Fasting

As Muslims, we are obliged to fast for a 
whole month, Ramadan. During IAW, 
we challenged people to try fasting for 
a day, from dawn till dusk, and then 
to break their fast with delicious food, 
great company, an inspiring talk and 
entertainment. The event was publi-
cised as ‘Fast and Feast’ and was held 
from 5.30pm in SAF. 

The event started on time, with a 
turnout of about 150+, one of the big-
gest turnouts of IAW, about a quarter 
non-Muslims. Almost all the Muslims, 
and about 10 non-Muslims, took up the 
challenge and tried fasting on that day. 
Participants shared their experience 
and views about fasting, and improved 
their understanding. They learnt that 
it is not only abstaining from food and 
drink, but includes a more spiritual as-
pect, as well as self discipline. 

The event continued with a talk by 
Imam Ajmal Masroor on the topic 
“The relevance of acts of worship in 
today’s Society” and a performance 
by our very own Imperial Nasheed 
Group.

Before the event, the sunset prayer 
was held in congregation on the SAF 
concourse, and witnessed by many 
non-Muslims who were curious to see 
the final pillar…

Friday - Prayer

The weekly congregational prayer was 
also held as usual, at Friday lunchtime, 
in the Union Building.

As the last day in IAW, Friday need-
ed a spectacle. It had to encompass 
all five pillars from the week, yet still 
be less academic and more fun than 
the talks preceding it. It had to be a 
pantomime. 

 Or so they thought! The EndGame 
event was publicised as an ‘evening 
of entertainment’. However, there was 
a top-secret performance kept under 
wraps until the show itself. The mantra 
of which was to truly surprise the audi-
ence, bending their perceptions while 
conveying the pillars in so subliminal 
a way that Derren Brown would be 
fooled. 

The event proved successful. Howev-
er, the details cannot be revealed in case 
the clamoured-for repeat performance 
is honoured. This is no hyperbole, the 
show is probably like nothing ISoc has 
ever done before… and was a mission 
well accomplished.

A successful term for 
Imperial’s Dance Company

W hat a month Febru-
ary was for Dance 
Company! Two 
competitions, a 
guest performance 

and eight awards….
The competition season started two 

weeks ago when five dance teams trav-
elled up to Loughborough University, 
amidst snow-covered fields, to strut 
their stuff at the Loughborough Dance 
Competition 2009 for the very first 
time. Full of anticipation and high ex-
pectations, our beginner ballet, begin-
ner tap, advanced ballet, contempo-
rary and jazz dancers took to the stage 
to dazzle more than 20 universities in 
front of a 400+ strong audience. 

Competition was fierce with such a 
high level of dancing on display, but 
that did not distract us from our goal. 
After a long, exhilarating day and hav-
ing taken part in the Nokia Tube Dance 

at lunchtime, our efforts were certainly 
rewarded. Our sparkling, sophisticated 
beginner tap dancers and beautiful be-
ginner ballerinas (choreography by 
Fumiyo Nakagawa and Louisa Brown 
respectively) both pipped the post win-
ning first place in each of their catego-
ries. Additionally the elusive advanced 
contemporary entry (choreography by 
Elisa Bellomo) and the talented ad-
vanced ballerinas (choreography by 
Louisa Brown) were awarded second 
and joint third place respectively. The 
high energy, star-struck, advanced jazz 
dance (choreographed by Hildur Ein-
arsdóttir) just missed out on a place in 
the highest subscribed category of the 
competition.

After such a successful day at Lough-
borough spirits were high for the Ed-
inburgh Dance-Off, a competition that 
Imperial has made their mark on over 
many years. Here, we saw the arrival 

of our sixth dance team, the sexy ad-
vanced tappers (choreography by Zoë 
Dobell), to form our biggest ever dance 
troupe of 37 dancers! Having danced 
to the highest standard, the audience 
(and I) were wowed by Imperial’s me-
lange of acts. 

This was reflected in the judge’s de-
cision to award first place to Imperial 
in the beginners/advanced ballet and 
contemporary categories, and second 
place to beginners tap. But the celebra-
tions did not end there – two of our 
very own dancers, Elisa Bellomo (win-
ner of ‘Best Dancer Award 2008’) and 
Alvaro Feito Boirac, took to the stage 
to perform the last act of the day, their 
original guest piece based on a tale of 
two lovers. 

After such an ecstatic day, our cel-
ebrations commenced with food, drink 
and laughter, and continued by boogy-
ing late into the night!

Claire Stanley reviews the overwhelmingly successful term for 
Dance Company, with prizes, dancing and celebrations galore, 
what more could you ask for?

Top: Advanced Contemporary Team. Below: Advanced Jazz Team

Daniele de Paola

Daniele de Paola

fashion.felix@imperial.ac.uk
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Jaeger man in conversation
Harold Tillman goes through the past, present and future of his fashion diary, as well 
as giving insights into building a fashion business during a Design London event. felix 
Fashion Editor Kawai Wong enquires further

Cooler Bag
Forget Louis Vuitton. Forget 
the It bag everybody seems 
to be carrying. Pop a beer in 
there to help relieve revision 
stress. And it also keeps your 
notes and textbooks cool. 
What more can you ask for? 
The best summer accessory!

Deputy Editor’s Hair
There has been some distress 
within the general College 
population of late. I put it 
down to daily sightings of a 
lanky Eastern European-look-
ing rapist on a Vespa. Oh wait, 
no, we’re mistaken. It’s just 
Deputy Editor Kadhim Shub-
ber and his newly acquired 
hair’style’. He either used to 
be cool or now is just too cool. 
Home-styled it may be, but 
the jury is out on the shaved 
sides of his head.

Lady Gaga on Jonothan Ross
Did anyone see this? It annoys 
me because she has enough 
musical talent to be suc-
cessful, without all the “I’m 
cute and pissy, love me, love 
me please” shit. There’s too 
much to be annoyed about 
individually, so here’s a list: 
the teacup, the eye-watering 
fringe, the post-it note dress 
the piece of sellophane on her 
head, and, and the ‘I’m too 
damn cool for light mockery’ 
attitude. SHIT.

SICK

SHIT

I t is hard to imagine the suited 
and belted multimillionaire 
wearing a pair of punk platform 
shoes. But it is true that he was 
once so fond of them back in his 

fashionista days. The wise and charm-
ing businessman speaks of getting into 
fashion as if it is the most natural pro-
gression for him. His father was an ap-
prentice at Burton, and the family went 
on to start a small textile workshop in 
London. Mr. Tillman followed his fa-
therís footstep in fashion and spent 
two years at the London College of 
Fashion.

After graduation he took an intern-
ship with Lincroft on Savile Row, 
sewing suits for customers who were 
30 years his senior. In his spare time, 
he would shop for cheap and stylish 
clothes on Carnaby Street in London. 
He then started to design his own 
clothes and sell them in the tailor shop 
as well as taking them to Kings Road. 
As his designs gathered popularity, his 
ambitions grew and he eventually took 
Lincroft onto the London Stock Ex-
change, at the tender age of 24.

As a young boy, Mr. Tillman would 
walk around the Jaeger shop on Regent 
Street with his parents. He adored the 
designs. Jaeger was in deep trouble in 
the late 80s, losing £12 million before 
being put on sale in 1990. Mr. Tillman 
acquired the company, ìI had to have 
itî, he said. Under new establishment, 
Jaeger immediately cut its losses to 
£3.5 million the next year, and has seen 
operational profit of around £1 million 
in 2008. 

When Mr. Tillman took over the 
company, he recognised the main rea-

son for its failure; Jaeger was too quick 
to reinvent itself, and had lost a lot of 
its original supporters. After he gain-
ing control of the company, he put 
Jaeger back in tune with the designs 
that have made the company famous. 
A lot of fans have since re-embraced 
the brand. Mr. Tillman then went on 
put out a new line, Jaeger London, to 
attract the original fan’s daughters. 
Jaeger Children is now on the drawing 
board, an attempt to attract the grand-
children as well.

How does Mr. Tillman position 
Jaeger in the current economic cli-
mate? “I’d like to call it a downturn, 
not a recession,” he smiles. He sees the 
downturn as a chance to create more 
opportunities, a chance to focus on 
giving customers what they want. 

“Although it might seem like people 
are spending less, they are actually 
investing in quality products.” He be-
lieves that the quick-buy philosophy 
cannot last forever, and the best com-
bat strategy is to keep up the qualities 
of his products. 

The secret behind Mr. Tillman’s suc-
cess is “belief”. He believed in his vi-
sion and went ahead to design his first 
collection when he was doing an in-
ternship at Lincroft. The creative and 
producible collection enabled his first 
commercial success. Although it might 
come as a cruel fact for some cutting-
edge designers, commercial success 
usually stems from authentic prod-
ucts that do not lose their “commercial 
flair”, with products appealling to the 
mass market in its own niche.

Mr. Tillman thinks that designers 
should focus on their ability to build 

a collection. The cross between crea-
tive design and entrepreneurship can 
cause a designer to lose his flair. Form-
ing business collaborations is the way 
forward.

When asked how to find the suitable 
business partner, Mr. Tillman admits 
that there is no perfect formula. He 
also understands the difficulty for de-
signers starting up their new business-
es. As a London College of Fashion 
graduate, he has pledged £1 million to 
sponsor 10 MAs every year at the LCF. 
In addition, as a chairman for the Brit-
ish Fashion Council, he has pioneered 
a BFC fashion fund with Vogue to sup-
port designers financially and to give 
them business mentoring.  

Top fashion journalist Hilary Al-
exander was suitably frustrated with 
the locations of the shows during the 
Fashion Week. She missed enough 
shows last season that she wrote on 
her blog to vent her disappointment 
about the impossibility of getting from 
shows to shows across central London 
and Paris. As the top man of the BFC, 
Mr. Tillman has announced that the 
London Fashion Week tent is to be 
moved from its current location at 
the Natural History Museum to the 
Somerset House next season. He 
hopes that the larger venue can 
accommodate the majority of 
the catwalk shows. 

It is without a doubt that 
London has become one of 
the most interesting and 
successful fashion capitals 
in the world. The two de-
signers that have collabo-
rated with the global high-

street fashion house. H&M, in the past 
two seasons were both British - Stella 
McCartney and Matthew Williamson. 
The February London Fashion Week 
has also seen a record attendance. Mr. 
Tillman believes that the brilliant Brit-
ish talents have attracted more fans to 
the UK’s fashion industry. The forward 
thinking fashion mogul hopes that 
the BFC can acquire a more respect-
able stature in the UK and that also 
it will become an organisation which 
receives the same level of professional 
recognition as in other countries such 
as France and the US. With some gov-
ernment support, there can 
perhaps exist a 
thriving gar-
ment manu-
facturing in-
dustry here, 
just like Italy.

Y o, so I went to the Design 
Museum; it was waste. I 
jest. But I seriously did go 
there to see the exhibition 
on fashion designer Hus-

sein Chalayan.
I will say it now, if you want to see 

some gash, go to this exhibition. It also 
has video installations featuring Tilda 
Swinton, though thankfully not her 
gash. 

Vulgarity aside, the runway show 
projected as part of the tour does show 
one piece where the model is wearing 
a hat; this hat looks like some kind of 
1960’s UFO and the dress she is wear-
ing originates from said hat. The dress 
is subsequently abducted by the hat 
and the model stands naked in the 
middle of the runway while the other 
models parade.

Some of the clothes that did not re-
move themselves were simply divine 
(insert flamboyant hand gestures). 
There was one ruffled dress, entirely 
compact tulle ruffles. I had to touch it! 
I got told off for doing so, but totally 

worth it. However, my experience was 
somewhat tainted hence forth; due to 
the cripplingly fragile nature of my 
psyche being unable to brush off this 
micro-humiliation.

Onwards, you are transported to a 

world of cone heads dressed as puri-
tanical executioners, or at least I think 
that is what the designer intended to 
conjure, alternatively… I am wrong.

Another interesting dress I felt 
compelled to touch, (this was prior 
to the “excuse me, please do not 
touch the garments” episode, while 
I was on a fabric induced high) was 
a rubber dress. It appeared to have 
been moulded while under some 
extreme G-force, forcing the rubber 
to ripple backward as if the dress 
were liquefying off the mannequin. 
Apart from these, his most publi-
cised crowd pleasers are the LED 
dress and the mechanical trans-
former dress. That should make 
some Mechanical Engineers jizz in 
their pants.

After marvelling at dresses with built-
in neck rests and an entirely carpeted 
coat you are led to the video installa-
tion section. This would be the point 
where my appreciation and tolerance 
for modern art falters slightly. People 
seem to get tied up in their own head 

with this preoccupation for being odd 
or kooky. The screens show the afore-
mentioned art-house-actress-turned-
blockbuster-sellout, Tilda Swinton. 
She plaits her hair. She unplaits her 
hair. She washes her clothes. She looks 
in the mirror. These images are juxta-
posed with a seemingly unrelated dia-
logue discussing human DNA. I think 
it was meant to distort my perspective 
and provoke self reflection.

From the quest for identity to Ur-
ban Outfitters?! Yes, it is that small a 
leap. Hussain Chalayan has put out a 
ready-to-wear line of uniquely con-
structed garments currently stocking 
at UO, so go and piss your money up 
the wall there, I do all the time. I love 
that place.

I fear I have belittled this mans crea-
tions; in fact I love them all. If I could 
personify and romance them, I would. 
Basically, go to the exhibition.

Hussein Chalayan exhbition at the 
Design Museum runs until 17th 
May. You have two weeks.

Oh la la la la, it’s Chalayan!
Vicki Masding risked her life to touch Hussein Chalayan’s gorgeous designs at the 
Design Museum. You’ll be glad to know she escaped alien abduction

Alien abduction and lasers. Sci-Fi 
Society’s dream girl.
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Islam Awareness Week 2009 -The Five Pillars
Some of you were in on it. Many of you experienced it. Now, Saira Wariach will let you all find out what 
The Game was all about as Islamic Society host their Islam Awareness Week

T he 2nd-6th March was 
Islam Awareness Week 
at Imperial. There were 
stalls throughout the week 
offering henna, calligra-

phy and just a little enlightenment as to 
what was REALLY going on. 2009 saw 
a fresh approach to this annual event. 
Each pillar of Islam was uncovered as 
the week unfolded:

Monday - Declaration of Faith

We started the week with the first pil-
lar of Islam – Faith in One God, and in 
Muhammad (Peace be upon him), his 
final messenger. 

Resonating with Reason was a dis-
cussion panel of three student converts 
to Islam – all from very different cul-
tural backgrounds. It aimed to retrace 
each of their individual journeys, while 
at university, that had led them to rec-
ognise this faith as their own. 

The panel comprised of Nicole 
Ahmed, who found Islam at Imperial 
after being raised without a faith in a 
Bangladeshi family; Fatin Phang, a Chi-
nese Malay, currently doing her PhD 
at Cambridge University; and Hamza 
Tzortzis, originally a Greek Orthodox 
Christian, who lectures internationally 
on Islam, philosophy and politics. The 
venue was packed, there were even 
people on the stairs (don’t tell Health 
and Safety). 

The audience raised their own 
questions during a very successful 45 
minute Q&A session. Many stayed be-
hind afterwards for refreshments and 
discussions with speakers and ISoccers 

– which is what it was all about in the 
end. Conversation, education, and mu-
tual respect; the perfect beginning to 
the week.

Tuesday - Charity

A fundraiser BBQ for Save the Chil-
dren was held in Beit between 4-7pm. 
As well as tasty food for the enjoyment 
of all students on campus, this pro-
vided a great opportunity to encourage 
students around campus to pose ques-
tions and learn about Islam from quiz-
zes and discussion. Over 150 burgers 
were sold, and all revenue went to Save 
the Children. A lot of students even 
braved the rain near the end and had 
a great time.

Wednesday – Hajj Pilgrimage

Malcolm X has been an inspiration to 
many revolutionaries over the years, 
and his life has been taken as a model 
for many ordinary people looking to 
change their lives and the community 
around them. IAW was a platform on 
which we brought the great personality 
to Imperial’s attention, and what influ-
enced him to develop such morals and 
values. 

A talk on Malcolm X, highlighting 
the influence Islam had on the latter 
years of his life, after he had performed 
the pilgrimage to Makkah, was con-
ducted by Sheikh Ahmed Babiki (who 
has recently been involved in similar 
events alongside Malcolm X’s daugh-
ter Malikah Shabazz). He gave a brief 
overview of Malcolm’s life before fo-

cusing in detail on some of the ideals 
for justice he so strongly held, bringing 
to people’s attention the highly-preju-
diced society within which he devel-
oped those ideals. 

Free pizza was a great attraction and 
an opportunity for discussion, with 
about 120 people attending overall. 
People left feeling inspired, and curi-
ous; not only about Malcolm X, but 
about the teachings of Islam.

Thursday - Fasting

As Muslims, we are obliged to fast for a 
whole month, Ramadan. During IAW, 
we challenged people to try fasting for 
a day, from dawn till dusk, and then 
to break their fast with delicious food, 
great company, an inspiring talk and 
entertainment. The event was publi-
cised as ‘Fast and Feast’ and was held 
from 5.30pm in SAF. 

The event started on time, with a 
turnout of about 150+, one of the big-
gest turnouts of IAW, about a quarter 
non-Muslims. Almost all the Muslims, 
and about 10 non-Muslims, took up the 
challenge and tried fasting on that day. 
Participants shared their experience 
and views about fasting, and improved 
their understanding. They learnt that 
it is not only abstaining from food and 
drink, but includes a more spiritual as-
pect, as well as self discipline. 

The event continued with a talk by 
Imam Ajmal Masroor on the topic 
“The relevance of acts of worship in 
today’s Society” and a performance 
by our very own Imperial Nasheed 
Group.

Before the event, the sunset prayer 
was held in congregation on the SAF 
concourse, and witnessed by many 
non-Muslims who were curious to see 
the final pillar…

Friday - Prayer

The weekly congregational prayer was 
also held as usual, at Friday lunchtime, 
in the Union Building.

As the last day in IAW, Friday need-
ed a spectacle. It had to encompass 
all five pillars from the week, yet still 
be less academic and more fun than 
the talks preceding it. It had to be a 
pantomime. 

 Or so they thought! The EndGame 
event was publicised as an ‘evening 
of entertainment’. However, there was 
a top-secret performance kept under 
wraps until the show itself. The mantra 
of which was to truly surprise the audi-
ence, bending their perceptions while 
conveying the pillars in so subliminal 
a way that Derren Brown would be 
fooled. 

The event proved successful. Howev-
er, the details cannot be revealed in case 
the clamoured-for repeat performance 
is honoured. This is no hyperbole, the 
show is probably like nothing ISoc has 
ever done before… and was a mission 
well accomplished.

A successful term for 
Imperial’s Dance Company

W hat a month Febru-
ary was for Dance 
Company! Two 
competitions, a 
guest performance 

and eight awards….
The competition season started two 

weeks ago when five dance teams trav-
elled up to Loughborough University, 
amidst snow-covered fields, to strut 
their stuff at the Loughborough Dance 
Competition 2009 for the very first 
time. Full of anticipation and high ex-
pectations, our beginner ballet, begin-
ner tap, advanced ballet, contempo-
rary and jazz dancers took to the stage 
to dazzle more than 20 universities in 
front of a 400+ strong audience. 

Competition was fierce with such a 
high level of dancing on display, but 
that did not distract us from our goal. 
After a long, exhilarating day and hav-
ing taken part in the Nokia Tube Dance 

at lunchtime, our efforts were certainly 
rewarded. Our sparkling, sophisticated 
beginner tap dancers and beautiful be-
ginner ballerinas (choreography by 
Fumiyo Nakagawa and Louisa Brown 
respectively) both pipped the post win-
ning first place in each of their catego-
ries. Additionally the elusive advanced 
contemporary entry (choreography by 
Elisa Bellomo) and the talented ad-
vanced ballerinas (choreography by 
Louisa Brown) were awarded second 
and joint third place respectively. The 
high energy, star-struck, advanced jazz 
dance (choreographed by Hildur Ein-
arsdóttir) just missed out on a place in 
the highest subscribed category of the 
competition.

After such a successful day at Lough-
borough spirits were high for the Ed-
inburgh Dance-Off, a competition that 
Imperial has made their mark on over 
many years. Here, we saw the arrival 

of our sixth dance team, the sexy ad-
vanced tappers (choreography by Zoë 
Dobell), to form our biggest ever dance 
troupe of 37 dancers! Having danced 
to the highest standard, the audience 
(and I) were wowed by Imperial’s me-
lange of acts. 

This was reflected in the judge’s de-
cision to award first place to Imperial 
in the beginners/advanced ballet and 
contemporary categories, and second 
place to beginners tap. But the celebra-
tions did not end there – two of our 
very own dancers, Elisa Bellomo (win-
ner of ‘Best Dancer Award 2008’) and 
Alvaro Feito Boirac, took to the stage 
to perform the last act of the day, their 
original guest piece based on a tale of 
two lovers. 

After such an ecstatic day, our cel-
ebrations commenced with food, drink 
and laughter, and continued by boogy-
ing late into the night!

Claire Stanley reviews the overwhelmingly successful term for 
Dance Company, with prizes, dancing and celebrations galore, 
what more could you ask for?

Top: Advanced Contemporary Team. Below: Advanced Jazz Team

Daniele de Paola

Daniele de Paola

fashion.felix@imperial.ac.uk
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Fashion
Fashion Editor – Dan Wan & Kawai Wong

Jaeger man in conversation
Harold Tillman goes through the past, present and future of his fashion diary, as well 
as giving insights into building a fashion business during a Design London event. felix 
Fashion Editor Kawai Wong enquires further

Cooler Bag
Forget Louis Vuitton. Forget 
the It bag everybody seems 
to be carrying. Pop a beer in 
there to help relieve revision 
stress. And it also keeps your 
notes and textbooks cool. 
What more can you ask for? 
The best summer accessory!

Deputy Editor’s Hair
There has been some distress 
within the general College 
population of late. I put it 
down to daily sightings of a 
lanky Eastern European-look-
ing rapist on a Vespa. Oh wait, 
no, we’re mistaken. It’s just 
Deputy Editor Kadhim Shub-
ber and his newly acquired 
hair’style’. He either used to 
be cool or now is just too cool. 
Home-styled it may be, but 
the jury is out on the shaved 
sides of his head.

Lady Gaga on Jonothan Ross
Did anyone see this? It annoys 
me because she has enough 
musical talent to be suc-
cessful, without all the “I’m 
cute and pissy, love me, love 
me please” shit. There’s too 
much to be annoyed about 
individually, so here’s a list: 
the teacup, the eye-watering 
fringe, the post-it note dress 
the piece of sellophane on her 
head, and, and the ‘I’m too 
damn cool for light mockery’ 
attitude. SHIT.

SICK

SHIT

I t is hard to imagine the suited 
and belted multimillionaire 
wearing a pair of punk platform 
shoes. But it is true that he was 
once so fond of them back in his 

fashionista days. The wise and charm-
ing businessman speaks of getting into 
fashion as if it is the most natural pro-
gression for him. His father was an ap-
prentice at Burton, and the family went 
on to start a small textile workshop in 
London. Mr. Tillman followed his fa-
therís footstep in fashion and spent 
two years at the London College of 
Fashion.

After graduation he took an intern-
ship with Lincroft on Savile Row, 
sewing suits for customers who were 
30 years his senior. In his spare time, 
he would shop for cheap and stylish 
clothes on Carnaby Street in London. 
He then started to design his own 
clothes and sell them in the tailor shop 
as well as taking them to Kings Road. 
As his designs gathered popularity, his 
ambitions grew and he eventually took 
Lincroft onto the London Stock Ex-
change, at the tender age of 24.

As a young boy, Mr. Tillman would 
walk around the Jaeger shop on Regent 
Street with his parents. He adored the 
designs. Jaeger was in deep trouble in 
the late 80s, losing £12 million before 
being put on sale in 1990. Mr. Tillman 
acquired the company, ìI had to have 
itî, he said. Under new establishment, 
Jaeger immediately cut its losses to 
£3.5 million the next year, and has seen 
operational profit of around £1 million 
in 2008. 

When Mr. Tillman took over the 
company, he recognised the main rea-

son for its failure; Jaeger was too quick 
to reinvent itself, and had lost a lot of 
its original supporters. After he gain-
ing control of the company, he put 
Jaeger back in tune with the designs 
that have made the company famous. 
A lot of fans have since re-embraced 
the brand. Mr. Tillman then went on 
put out a new line, Jaeger London, to 
attract the original fan’s daughters. 
Jaeger Children is now on the drawing 
board, an attempt to attract the grand-
children as well.

How does Mr. Tillman position 
Jaeger in the current economic cli-
mate? “I’d like to call it a downturn, 
not a recession,” he smiles. He sees the 
downturn as a chance to create more 
opportunities, a chance to focus on 
giving customers what they want. 

“Although it might seem like people 
are spending less, they are actually 
investing in quality products.” He be-
lieves that the quick-buy philosophy 
cannot last forever, and the best com-
bat strategy is to keep up the qualities 
of his products. 

The secret behind Mr. Tillman’s suc-
cess is “belief”. He believed in his vi-
sion and went ahead to design his first 
collection when he was doing an in-
ternship at Lincroft. The creative and 
producible collection enabled his first 
commercial success. Although it might 
come as a cruel fact for some cutting-
edge designers, commercial success 
usually stems from authentic prod-
ucts that do not lose their “commercial 
flair”, with products appealling to the 
mass market in its own niche.

Mr. Tillman thinks that designers 
should focus on their ability to build 

a collection. The cross between crea-
tive design and entrepreneurship can 
cause a designer to lose his flair. Form-
ing business collaborations is the way 
forward.

When asked how to find the suitable 
business partner, Mr. Tillman admits 
that there is no perfect formula. He 
also understands the difficulty for de-
signers starting up their new business-
es. As a London College of Fashion 
graduate, he has pledged £1 million to 
sponsor 10 MAs every year at the LCF. 
In addition, as a chairman for the Brit-
ish Fashion Council, he has pioneered 
a BFC fashion fund with Vogue to sup-
port designers financially and to give 
them business mentoring.  

Top fashion journalist Hilary Al-
exander was suitably frustrated with 
the locations of the shows during the 
Fashion Week. She missed enough 
shows last season that she wrote on 
her blog to vent her disappointment 
about the impossibility of getting from 
shows to shows across central London 
and Paris. As the top man of the BFC, 
Mr. Tillman has announced that the 
London Fashion Week tent is to be 
moved from its current location at 
the Natural History Museum to the 
Somerset House next season. He 
hopes that the larger venue can 
accommodate the majority of 
the catwalk shows. 

It is without a doubt that 
London has become one of 
the most interesting and 
successful fashion capitals 
in the world. The two de-
signers that have collabo-
rated with the global high-

street fashion house. H&M, in the past 
two seasons were both British - Stella 
McCartney and Matthew Williamson. 
The February London Fashion Week 
has also seen a record attendance. Mr. 
Tillman believes that the brilliant Brit-
ish talents have attracted more fans to 
the UK’s fashion industry. The forward 
thinking fashion mogul hopes that 
the BFC can acquire a more respect-
able stature in the UK and that also 
it will become an organisation which 
receives the same level of professional 
recognition as in other countries such 
as France and the US. With some gov-
ernment support, there can 
perhaps exist a 
thriving gar-
ment manu-
facturing in-
dustry here, 
just like Italy.

Y o, so I went to the Design 
Museum; it was waste. I 
jest. But I seriously did go 
there to see the exhibition 
on fashion designer Hus-

sein Chalayan.
I will say it now, if you want to see 

some gash, go to this exhibition. It also 
has video installations featuring Tilda 
Swinton, though thankfully not her 
gash. 

Vulgarity aside, the runway show 
projected as part of the tour does show 
one piece where the model is wearing 
a hat; this hat looks like some kind of 
1960’s UFO and the dress she is wear-
ing originates from said hat. The dress 
is subsequently abducted by the hat 
and the model stands naked in the 
middle of the runway while the other 
models parade.

Some of the clothes that did not re-
move themselves were simply divine 
(insert flamboyant hand gestures). 
There was one ruffled dress, entirely 
compact tulle ruffles. I had to touch it! 
I got told off for doing so, but totally 

worth it. However, my experience was 
somewhat tainted hence forth; due to 
the cripplingly fragile nature of my 
psyche being unable to brush off this 
micro-humiliation.

Onwards, you are transported to a 

world of cone heads dressed as puri-
tanical executioners, or at least I think 
that is what the designer intended to 
conjure, alternatively… I am wrong.

Another interesting dress I felt 
compelled to touch, (this was prior 
to the “excuse me, please do not 
touch the garments” episode, while 
I was on a fabric induced high) was 
a rubber dress. It appeared to have 
been moulded while under some 
extreme G-force, forcing the rubber 
to ripple backward as if the dress 
were liquefying off the mannequin. 
Apart from these, his most publi-
cised crowd pleasers are the LED 
dress and the mechanical trans-
former dress. That should make 
some Mechanical Engineers jizz in 
their pants.

After marvelling at dresses with built-
in neck rests and an entirely carpeted 
coat you are led to the video installa-
tion section. This would be the point 
where my appreciation and tolerance 
for modern art falters slightly. People 
seem to get tied up in their own head 

with this preoccupation for being odd 
or kooky. The screens show the afore-
mentioned art-house-actress-turned-
blockbuster-sellout, Tilda Swinton. 
She plaits her hair. She unplaits her 
hair. She washes her clothes. She looks 
in the mirror. These images are juxta-
posed with a seemingly unrelated dia-
logue discussing human DNA. I think 
it was meant to distort my perspective 
and provoke self reflection.

From the quest for identity to Ur-
ban Outfitters?! Yes, it is that small a 
leap. Hussain Chalayan has put out a 
ready-to-wear line of uniquely con-
structed garments currently stocking 
at UO, so go and piss your money up 
the wall there, I do all the time. I love 
that place.

I fear I have belittled this mans crea-
tions; in fact I love them all. If I could 
personify and romance them, I would. 
Basically, go to the exhibition.

Hussein Chalayan exhbition at the 
Design Museum runs until 17th 
May. You have two weeks.

Oh la la la la, it’s Chalayan!
Vicki Masding risked her life to touch Hussein Chalayan’s gorgeous designs at the 
Design Museum. You’ll be glad to know she escaped alien abduction

Alien abduction and lasers. Sci-Fi 
Society’s dream girl.



21Friday 1 May 2009 felix

sudoku.felix@imperial.ac.uk Fun & Games
20 felix Friday 1 May 2009

coffee.felix@imperial.ac.uk

Coffee Break
Battle of the Carters

Known for: 39th President of the 
United States

Known as: Jimmy Carter

Awards: Nobel Peace Prize (2002), 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, Gram-
my Award for Best Spoken Word Al-
bum (2007) plus many more

Spouse: Rosalynn Smith Carter

Interesting Facts: As President, Jim-
my sought to put a stronger empha-
sis on human rights; he negotiated a 
peace treaty between Israel and Egypt 
in 1979. His return of the Panama 
Canal Zone to Panama was seen as a 
major concession of U.S. influence in 
Latin America, and Carter came under 
heavy criticism for it. Carter is a mem-
ber of The X-Presidents, a superhero 
team from the Saturday Night Live TV 
program.

James Earl Shawn Corey

Beaker

just in case you don’t get it, this is a joke!

Known for: Hip-Hop

Known as: Jay-Z

Awards: Eight Grammy Awards in-
cluding Best Rap Album and Best R&B 
Song

Spouse: Beyoncé Knowles, lucky git!

Interesting Facts: On February 1, 
2008 it was announced that Jay-Z 
would headline the 2008 Glastonbury 
Festival. Tickets failed to sell out with 
100,000 being sold - out of a possible 
137,500 and as the festival sold out 
in 2 hours the previous year critics 
blamed the choice of a hip hop artist 
as opposed to a rock band as the main 
problem. Oasis’ Noel Gallagher criti-
cised the organizers of the festival for 
scheduling Jay-Z as a headliner for the 
traditionally guitar-driven, stating “If it 
ain’t broke don’t fix it.”

Known for: Being a well known char-
acter from The Muppets.

Awards/Banter/Personality: None

Interesting Facts: In a 2004 Internet 
poll sponsored by the BBC and the 
British Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, Beaker and Dr. Bun-
sen Honeydew were voted Britain’s 
favourite cinematic scientists. They 
beat Mr. Spock, their closest rival, by 
a margin of 2 to 1 and won 33 percent 
of the 43,000 votes cast. He also bares 
a remarking resemblances to Christian 
Carter, Imperial College Union Deputy 
President (Finance & Services)

Dingbats 1,430

SUGAR
3

Well, some people bothered to do 
these last term, and as it’s revision and 
my tits have fallen off due to bore-
dom, I thought I would crack out some 
more. This week’s exquisite mix are all 
based around music, so they are pretty 
simple. I will offer bonus points if you 
send in an interesting fact with your 
answers. Well done to Team Shotgun.

All correct answers should be sent 
via electronic mail (or carrier pigeon) 
to sudoku.felix@imperial.ac.uk. Or 
better still come and see us down here 
in the felix office in the West wing of 
Beit. It’s close to the bar, full of Imperi-
al’s hot girl fraternity and we are quite 
possible the coolest club about. Well 
much better than the rowers. But that 
is stating the bloody obvious really.

2

ySTUCKou

1,429 Solutions

1. Lighten up
2. Spinal column
3. In the middle of something
4. Get over it!

Scribble box

Christian

4

ROclockCK

1

PRETTY

5

Witho_t

felix FAIL!
Which felix editor has FAILED his week?

This weeks epic fail belongs to 
Fonzie. What did he fail at? Work. 
As of writing it is Monday after-
noon, and we had both agreed to 
come in to the felix office to do a bit 

of work for the news-
paper, however Fonzie 
managed to sit down, 
procrastinate for 20 min-
utes and then leave. No work done 

what so ever. An epic fail me 
thinks. Worse yet the reason for 

leaving is because he wanted to go 
with his better half to get bicycle 
light. WHIPPED!!!

K aplowowow!!!! Term nu-
mero trois is here. Let’s be 
honest here this term is 
going to be hella ma busy 
for you guys, exams are 

coming in left, right and centre. I was 
walking in the park the other day, and 
Whammy I was hit by an exam. Seri-
ously there must be  a better way to as-
sess your academic ability than a few 
hours bunched together at the end of 
the year, which won’t even cover all the 
material your have learned! OK now 
for a joke. 

“Thanks to the 
credit crunch, the 
value of Pi had 

fallen to e.” 
I know, I know, that was pretty lame, 

but how else am I supposed to break 
up the tension. This joking about the 
credit crunch does lead my nicely to 
tell you about my latest adventures. In 
case you haven’t guessed from the col-
umn title, and picture, you favourite fe-
lix editor (that’s me, and yes I’m being 
big headed) has battled with scissors... 

Ravi Pall
Coffee Break Editor

and lost. That is to say my hair failed 
to break the metal blades and thusly I 
have had my hair cut. Well as the tale 
goes, my mother bribed my to cut my 
hair. How? Well let me first tell you 
that for the last two years (the time my 
hair has been long) she has with out 
fail hated my hair. She made sly com-
ments, like “you look like a homeless 
man!” or “you’d look so much better 
without all that hair!” To be honest she 
was right, but being the rebellious in-
dividual that I am, I never listened to 
her. Well one day she was so annoyed 
that she said “If you cut your hair, I’ll 
buy you a whole new wardrobe.” Now 
this sounded like a good deal to me. 
I needed new clothes, and I have no 
money. The answer seem obvious, and 
as you now know, I did it. 

One day I decided to go to a place 
called Pimps and Pinups. Now this 
place was unreal cool! With the words 
“do whatever you want” I let the hair-
dresser go wild on my hair, and now 
I look like this. Best of all they sup-
plied my with beer while they cut my 
hair. Now I don’t know if it’s because I 
haven’t had my hair cut for a long time, 
but this has never happened to me be-
fore. Top Score!

twitter.com/D00SKI

I got paid for a 
haircut!

Libra

Taurus

So you are a medic. 
And a rower. I think 
I have found the 
worst combination 
of human being 
possible. I pity the 

scum that decided to pro-create and produce 
you. You spout shit about how buff your rowers 
look, then go on to tell everyone how good you 
are at rowing. You must admit that you are not 
really that good, just a fucking idiot.

Horoscopes. These will be offensive, deal with it!
The truth about Imperial’s IDEA League exposed, plus a few extra thrown in there for good measure

FUCWIT 
League Table

The Felix University/College-Wide Invitational Tournament League 
is new and improved. There are now prizes for both the winning 
team and the winning individual. 

Basically, you get points for doing all the various puzzles and chal-
lenges, and at the end of the year, the winning team and the win-
ning individual will win an iPod nano! The scoring is as follows:

5 points for the first correct answers for Slitherlink, Wordoku, Lon-
don Underground, Mentalist Maze, Nonogram, Riddle me This, Din-
gats and Quickie. 4 points for second, 3 points for third, 2 points for 
fourth and 1 point for fifth. 

Double points will be awarded for correct cryptic crossword an-
swers, because it’s über hard.

Simple! Now then FUCWITs, send in your answers to felix@impe-
rial.ac.uk or sudoku.felix@imperial.ac.uk. Go! 

Team What What 			   48 Points

MÖchten sie mein Manschaft? 	 341 Points

Thomas Dinsdale-Young		  16 Points

Team Shotgun 				    314 Points 

Team Dirty Medics			   23 Points

Jonathan Phillips 				   18 Points

Giramundo 				    88 Points
Hringur Gretarsson 			   60 Points

Individuals: 

Teams:

A Quickie (Crossword) 1,430
1 2 3 4 4 4 5
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27 21 28
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ACROSS
  1. Predicament (6)
  4. Grass (5)
  8. Old Testamant figure (5)
  9. Mischievous (7)
10. Inundate (7)
11. French cheese (4)
12. Hill (3)
14. Of the ear (4)
15. Rim (4)
18. Container (3)
21. Weapons (4)
23. Smoothing out (7)
25. Conspicuous (7)
26. Race (5)
27. Follow (5)
28. Loves (6)

DOWN
1. Ordinary (6)
2. Examine (7)
3. Teach (8)
4. Exchange blows (4)
5. Put off (5)
6. Girl’s name (6)
7. Exhausted (5)
13. Relapsed (8)
16. More dirty (7)
17. Riff-raff (6)
19. Dens (5)
20. Way out (6)
22. Funds (5)
24. Destiny (4)

Congratulations to MÖchten sie mein Man-
schaft for coming first. They seem to be do 
doing well! More effort everyone else!

Also, we need a new Quick Crossword set-
ter, if anyone is interested email sudoku.fe-
lix@imperial.ac.uk

 Solution 1,429

Scribble box

Virgo

This week you find 
that you are the child 
of a sperm donor. As 
the law now allows 
you to find out the 
father, you feel you 

must. Unfortunately for you it turns out that 
the phrase ‘donor’ is a little loose when used 
in this situation. It turns out that you father is 
unknown as your mother was gang raped late 
in 1986 by 10 youths. Ha fucking ha.

Scorpio

This week’s going to 
be one to forget. That 
exam you spent ages 
revising for... well 
guess what? You failed. 
Miserably. You know 

that girl you’ve been pining over? She’s off with 
another fella. You know those parents that you 
think love you? Nope, you’re adopted. Why don’t 
you do yourself and society a big favour and go 
jump in the Thames. No-one will care. 

Capricorn

You have a confession 
to make, and it involves 
a girl called Beresford. 
You think that 
dangling your penis 
through her letter box 

late one night will impress her. You couldn’t have 
been more wrong. Her Staffordshire Bull Terrier 
has a problem with the postman, so the outcome 
of your penis was a foregone conclusion. However 
on the plus side, you got a pity date. Pint?

Sagittarius

So your department 
took down their model 
answers to past papers 
because the lectures 
are too fucking bone 
idle to bother about 

thinking up new questions. WELL FUCK YOU. 
It’s never going to work as the model answers will 
always be found from someone in the older years 
and distributed about the whole department. I 
hope you die from materials overexposure. 

Cancer

I feel that since the 
sad demise of the 
ray of sunshine that 
is Jade Goody this 
Horoscope should be 
hers for evermore. 

After all, never in my life have I seen such a 
chavvy-looking pikie mother-fucker. If they do 
[God fucking please NO] make a film about 
her worthless inept life please tell me, and hand 
me a knife so I can kill myself. 

Gemini

This week you decide 
that the usual casual 
racism will not sit 
with your new cool 
kid image. Walking 
back one night you 

stroll into a Turkish babbie joint and racially 
abuse all the staff. Touché. However I feel that 
the presence of the Five-O fucked you over a 
wee bit and the resultant criminal record will 
hamper your ability to actually get a job. 

Leo

You’ve been in the 
library for so long 
that you are starting 
to halousinate. 
You look around 
and everyone has 

suddenly aged, growing so much ‘facial hair’ 
that they could all be Hagrid, but in fact it’s just 
a ‘revision beard’. Here’s a tip, a few random 
pubes on your face does not constitute a beard. 
FACT! Get rid of it you muppit!

Aries

You and your 
boyfriend are trying 
for a baby. I hope. 
If  not how else can 
you explain the need 
to go for a session in 

an ‘empty room?’. It was most unfortunate that 
a couple of builders walked in on your mo-
ment of passion, disrupting the whole thing. 
You disgust me... in fact I have a little bit of 
vom in my mouth.

Pisces

This week you will 
play a bit of mixed 
football. After a bit 
of rumble-tumble 
you take an unusual 
attraction to a long 

haired male on the apposing team. After a few 
beers that night you are bish-bash-boshing it 
on the lawn. Well. I say lawn, really I mean the 
middle of a football field in clear view of every-
one. You is classy love!

Aquarius

As a last gasp blow 
out before our exams 
you decide to lash 
it up in Germany. 
Unfortunately for you 
after a big night out 

on the town you wake up in the morning feeling 
not so good. Fearless, you power on with your 
day. A trip to town sees four vomits, the winner 
being in the middle of the busy town square, 
into a bin, with the Rozzers driving past. Nice.
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Coffee Break
Battle of the Carters

Known for: 39th President of the 
United States

Known as: Jimmy Carter

Awards: Nobel Peace Prize (2002), 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, Gram-
my Award for Best Spoken Word Al-
bum (2007) plus many more

Spouse: Rosalynn Smith Carter

Interesting Facts: As President, Jim-
my sought to put a stronger empha-
sis on human rights; he negotiated a 
peace treaty between Israel and Egypt 
in 1979. His return of the Panama 
Canal Zone to Panama was seen as a 
major concession of U.S. influence in 
Latin America, and Carter came under 
heavy criticism for it. Carter is a mem-
ber of The X-Presidents, a superhero 
team from the Saturday Night Live TV 
program.

James Earl Shawn Corey

Beaker

just in case you don’t get it, this is a joke!

Known for: Hip-Hop

Known as: Jay-Z

Awards: Eight Grammy Awards in-
cluding Best Rap Album and Best R&B 
Song

Spouse: Beyoncé Knowles, lucky git!

Interesting Facts: On February 1, 
2008 it was announced that Jay-Z 
would headline the 2008 Glastonbury 
Festival. Tickets failed to sell out with 
100,000 being sold - out of a possible 
137,500 and as the festival sold out 
in 2 hours the previous year critics 
blamed the choice of a hip hop artist 
as opposed to a rock band as the main 
problem. Oasis’ Noel Gallagher criti-
cised the organizers of the festival for 
scheduling Jay-Z as a headliner for the 
traditionally guitar-driven, stating “If it 
ain’t broke don’t fix it.”

Known for: Being a well known char-
acter from The Muppets.

Awards/Banter/Personality: None

Interesting Facts: In a 2004 Internet 
poll sponsored by the BBC and the 
British Association for the Advance-
ment of Science, Beaker and Dr. Bun-
sen Honeydew were voted Britain’s 
favourite cinematic scientists. They 
beat Mr. Spock, their closest rival, by 
a margin of 2 to 1 and won 33 percent 
of the 43,000 votes cast. He also bares 
a remarking resemblances to Christian 
Carter, Imperial College Union Deputy 
President (Finance & Services)

Dingbats 1,430

SUGAR
3

Well, some people bothered to do 
these last term, and as it’s revision and 
my tits have fallen off due to bore-
dom, I thought I would crack out some 
more. This week’s exquisite mix are all 
based around music, so they are pretty 
simple. I will offer bonus points if you 
send in an interesting fact with your 
answers. Well done to Team Shotgun.

All correct answers should be sent 
via electronic mail (or carrier pigeon) 
to sudoku.felix@imperial.ac.uk. Or 
better still come and see us down here 
in the felix office in the West wing of 
Beit. It’s close to the bar, full of Imperi-
al’s hot girl fraternity and we are quite 
possible the coolest club about. Well 
much better than the rowers. But that 
is stating the bloody obvious really.

2

ySTUCKou

1,429 Solutions

1. Lighten up
2. Spinal column
3. In the middle of something
4. Get over it!

Scribble box

Christian

4

ROclockCK

1

PRETTY

5

Witho_t

felix FAIL!
Which felix editor has FAILED his week?

This weeks epic fail belongs to 
Fonzie. What did he fail at? Work. 
As of writing it is Monday after-
noon, and we had both agreed to 
come in to the felix office to do a bit 

of work for the news-
paper, however Fonzie 
managed to sit down, 
procrastinate for 20 min-
utes and then leave. No work done 

what so ever. An epic fail me 
thinks. Worse yet the reason for 

leaving is because he wanted to go 
with his better half to get bicycle 
light. WHIPPED!!!

K aplowowow!!!! Term nu-
mero trois is here. Let’s be 
honest here this term is 
going to be hella ma busy 
for you guys, exams are 

coming in left, right and centre. I was 
walking in the park the other day, and 
Whammy I was hit by an exam. Seri-
ously there must be  a better way to as-
sess your academic ability than a few 
hours bunched together at the end of 
the year, which won’t even cover all the 
material your have learned! OK now 
for a joke. 

“Thanks to the 
credit crunch, the 
value of Pi had 

fallen to e.” 
I know, I know, that was pretty lame, 

but how else am I supposed to break 
up the tension. This joking about the 
credit crunch does lead my nicely to 
tell you about my latest adventures. In 
case you haven’t guessed from the col-
umn title, and picture, you favourite fe-
lix editor (that’s me, and yes I’m being 
big headed) has battled with scissors... 

Ravi Pall
Coffee Break Editor

and lost. That is to say my hair failed 
to break the metal blades and thusly I 
have had my hair cut. Well as the tale 
goes, my mother bribed my to cut my 
hair. How? Well let me first tell you 
that for the last two years (the time my 
hair has been long) she has with out 
fail hated my hair. She made sly com-
ments, like “you look like a homeless 
man!” or “you’d look so much better 
without all that hair!” To be honest she 
was right, but being the rebellious in-
dividual that I am, I never listened to 
her. Well one day she was so annoyed 
that she said “If you cut your hair, I’ll 
buy you a whole new wardrobe.” Now 
this sounded like a good deal to me. 
I needed new clothes, and I have no 
money. The answer seem obvious, and 
as you now know, I did it. 

One day I decided to go to a place 
called Pimps and Pinups. Now this 
place was unreal cool! With the words 
“do whatever you want” I let the hair-
dresser go wild on my hair, and now 
I look like this. Best of all they sup-
plied my with beer while they cut my 
hair. Now I don’t know if it’s because I 
haven’t had my hair cut for a long time, 
but this has never happened to me be-
fore. Top Score!

twitter.com/D00SKI

I got paid for a 
haircut!

Libra

Taurus

So you are a medic. 
And a rower. I think 
I have found the 
worst combination 
of human being 
possible. I pity the 

scum that decided to pro-create and produce 
you. You spout shit about how buff your rowers 
look, then go on to tell everyone how good you 
are at rowing. You must admit that you are not 
really that good, just a fucking idiot.

Horoscopes. These will be offensive, deal with it!
The truth about Imperial’s IDEA League exposed, plus a few extra thrown in there for good measure

FUCWIT 
League Table

The Felix University/College-Wide Invitational Tournament League 
is new and improved. There are now prizes for both the winning 
team and the winning individual. 

Basically, you get points for doing all the various puzzles and chal-
lenges, and at the end of the year, the winning team and the win-
ning individual will win an iPod nano! The scoring is as follows:

5 points for the first correct answers for Slitherlink, Wordoku, Lon-
don Underground, Mentalist Maze, Nonogram, Riddle me This, Din-
gats and Quickie. 4 points for second, 3 points for third, 2 points for 
fourth and 1 point for fifth. 

Double points will be awarded for correct cryptic crossword an-
swers, because it’s über hard.

Simple! Now then FUCWITs, send in your answers to felix@impe-
rial.ac.uk or sudoku.felix@imperial.ac.uk. Go! 

Team What What 			   48 Points

MÖchten sie mein Manschaft? 	 341 Points

Thomas Dinsdale-Young		  16 Points

Team Shotgun 				    314 Points 

Team Dirty Medics			   23 Points

Jonathan Phillips 				   18 Points

Giramundo 				    88 Points
Hringur Gretarsson 			   60 Points

Individuals: 

Teams:

A Quickie (Crossword) 1,430
1 2 3 4 4 4 5
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27 21 28
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ACROSS
  1. Predicament (6)
  4. Grass (5)
  8. Old Testamant figure (5)
  9. Mischievous (7)
10. Inundate (7)
11. French cheese (4)
12. Hill (3)
14. Of the ear (4)
15. Rim (4)
18. Container (3)
21. Weapons (4)
23. Smoothing out (7)
25. Conspicuous (7)
26. Race (5)
27. Follow (5)
28. Loves (6)

DOWN
1. Ordinary (6)
2. Examine (7)
3. Teach (8)
4. Exchange blows (4)
5. Put off (5)
6. Girl’s name (6)
7. Exhausted (5)
13. Relapsed (8)
16. More dirty (7)
17. Riff-raff (6)
19. Dens (5)
20. Way out (6)
22. Funds (5)
24. Destiny (4)

Congratulations to MÖchten sie mein Man-
schaft for coming first. They seem to be do 
doing well! More effort everyone else!

Also, we need a new Quick Crossword set-
ter, if anyone is interested email sudoku.fe-
lix@imperial.ac.uk

 Solution 1,429

Scribble box

Virgo

This week you find 
that you are the child 
of a sperm donor. As 
the law now allows 
you to find out the 
father, you feel you 

must. Unfortunately for you it turns out that 
the phrase ‘donor’ is a little loose when used 
in this situation. It turns out that you father is 
unknown as your mother was gang raped late 
in 1986 by 10 youths. Ha fucking ha.

Scorpio

This week’s going to 
be one to forget. That 
exam you spent ages 
revising for... well 
guess what? You failed. 
Miserably. You know 

that girl you’ve been pining over? She’s off with 
another fella. You know those parents that you 
think love you? Nope, you’re adopted. Why don’t 
you do yourself and society a big favour and go 
jump in the Thames. No-one will care. 

Capricorn

You have a confession 
to make, and it involves 
a girl called Beresford. 
You think that 
dangling your penis 
through her letter box 

late one night will impress her. You couldn’t have 
been more wrong. Her Staffordshire Bull Terrier 
has a problem with the postman, so the outcome 
of your penis was a foregone conclusion. However 
on the plus side, you got a pity date. Pint?

Sagittarius

So your department 
took down their model 
answers to past papers 
because the lectures 
are too fucking bone 
idle to bother about 

thinking up new questions. WELL FUCK YOU. 
It’s never going to work as the model answers will 
always be found from someone in the older years 
and distributed about the whole department. I 
hope you die from materials overexposure. 

Cancer

I feel that since the 
sad demise of the 
ray of sunshine that 
is Jade Goody this 
Horoscope should be 
hers for evermore. 

After all, never in my life have I seen such a 
chavvy-looking pikie mother-fucker. If they do 
[God fucking please NO] make a film about 
her worthless inept life please tell me, and hand 
me a knife so I can kill myself. 

Gemini

This week you decide 
that the usual casual 
racism will not sit 
with your new cool 
kid image. Walking 
back one night you 

stroll into a Turkish babbie joint and racially 
abuse all the staff. Touché. However I feel that 
the presence of the Five-O fucked you over a 
wee bit and the resultant criminal record will 
hamper your ability to actually get a job. 

Leo

You’ve been in the 
library for so long 
that you are starting 
to halousinate. 
You look around 
and everyone has 

suddenly aged, growing so much ‘facial hair’ 
that they could all be Hagrid, but in fact it’s just 
a ‘revision beard’. Here’s a tip, a few random 
pubes on your face does not constitute a beard. 
FACT! Get rid of it you muppit!

Aries

You and your 
boyfriend are trying 
for a baby. I hope. 
If  not how else can 
you explain the need 
to go for a session in 

an ‘empty room?’. It was most unfortunate that 
a couple of builders walked in on your mo-
ment of passion, disrupting the whole thing. 
You disgust me... in fact I have a little bit of 
vom in my mouth.

Pisces

This week you will 
play a bit of mixed 
football. After a bit 
of rumble-tumble 
you take an unusual 
attraction to a long 

haired male on the apposing team. After a few 
beers that night you are bish-bash-boshing it 
on the lawn. Well. I say lawn, really I mean the 
middle of a football field in clear view of every-
one. You is classy love!

Aquarius

As a last gasp blow 
out before our exams 
you decide to lash 
it up in Germany. 
Unfortunately for you 
after a big night out 

on the town you wake up in the morning feeling 
not so good. Fearless, you power on with your 
day. A trip to town sees four vomits, the winner 
being in the middle of the busy town square, 
into a bin, with the Rozzers driving past. Nice.
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Putting the cat out to dry
hangman.felix@imperial.ac.uk

Hangman

A new species of dinosaur, Dragonus 
pyromanicus, has been discovered by 
researchers on the Isle of Wight. Den-
tal evidence showed that a specimen 
previously thought to be an Eoraptor 
was a previously unclassified genus of 
the Ornithischian order.

Radiometric dating techniques re-
cently developed at the University of 
Bristol showed that the species lived 
well into the Holocene, outlasting all 
other species by 65 million years. It 
is not clear why the species survived 
the Cretaceous Tertiary mass extinc-
tion that is thought to have caused the 
extinction of all dinosaurs. Some esti-
mates obtained from IridiumII/Iridiu-
mIII ratios place that date as little as 
2.5Kya, or about 500 years BC.

Notable on the specimen are tool 
marks on the bones. Researchers origi-
nally thought that the long scratches 
were made by tools during excavation, 
but closer analysis revealed that the 
scratches were coated with a layer of 
silica, like the rest of the bones. Elec-
tron micrographs of the scratches re-
veal that they are very well defined, 
and do not resemble the more irregu-
lar scratches often found on dinosaur 
bones from the teeth and claws of 
predators of scavengers. A fragment 
of iron oxide was also found within the 
pelvis. According to Dr. Martin Bunt of 
the Natural History Museum the iron 
must have been introduced to the skel-

eton prior to burial.
Palaeontologists have struggled to 

explain apparent scorch marks on the 
teeth of the dinosaur. Professor Mark 
Allison of Imperial College London 
postulated that strong calcification of 
teeth can only be explained by expo-
sure of the growing teeth to prolonged 
and intense heat. “The only possible 
source of the heat, as I see it, is inter-
nal, it almost seems as if the pyromani-
cus breathed fire”. 

Researchers are struggling to find the 
cause of death of D. pyromanicus. The 
bones show none of the telltale signs of 

New dinosaur discovered 
on the Isle of Wight

Chad Huleatt
Palaeontologist

aging, such as poorly healed fractures 
of tumours that are often found asso-
ciated with dinosaurs that died of old 
age. The tool marks and iron found on 
the bones has led Dr. Peter Sutton, of 
Imperial College London to suggest a 
human cause of death. Allison points 
out that the dinosaur lived well into the 
iron age, when the Isle of Wight was 
known to have been populated by peo-
ple possessing the relevant knowledge 
for the production of iron weapons. 
According to Allison, D. pyromanicus 
may be the first example of an extinc-
tion caused directly by man.

Physics students nominated 
for Nobel Prize this year

Students from the Department of 
Physics at Imperial College have been 
working on a project in an attempt to 
identify the problem with the latest 
class of Photon Torpedo’s. The study 
is part of their third year group project 
and has led to their work being short 
listed for the Nobel Physics Prize this 
year.

The students from the Physics de-
partment have discovered that a phe-
nomena known as “Long Anti Matter 
Exposure” has been causing problems 
with the detonation device in the tor-
pedo, hence making it difficult for any 
destruction. In order to study the ef-
fect in more detail, they have built their 
own torpedo and have been closely 
monitoring the “Long Anti Matter Ex-
posure” factor.

Over the past six months they have 
had the torpedo locked safely in the 
basements of Blackett next to the small 
particle collider under heavy guard, 
due to fears that members of the secret 
organisation, ‘Junior Officers of the 

Hudya Nikabolokov
Foreign Correspondent

Klingon Empire’ wanting to steal it.
Problems, however, arose when the 

collider was in use which led to an in-
teraction between the anti-matter in 
the torpedo and the collider. The out-
come was the creation of a small worm 
hole in the basement which has led 
to several long haired, black-clothed, 
greasy creatures appearing in the Phys-
ics Department.

A spokesman from the Physics de-
partment told felix that “We believe 

that the incident that occurred in the 
basements of Blackett was an act of 
sabotage, our biggest fear is that it is a 
‘Junior Officers of the Klingon Empire’ 
attack.”

Nevertheless, the resulting creation 
of the worm hole, whether it was in-
tentional or not, has led to the students 
being nominated for the prestigious 
award. The results are to be announced 
in Stockholm later this year in front of 
the King and Queen of Sweden.

Members of the covert JOKE squad just before the raid

The real thing may not have been this epic

Scientists from around the world con-
verged to the Great Hall in early March 
to take part in the Ig Nobel 2009 
Roadshow.

The Ig Nobel Prize is an annual 
award given out every October, the 
same time as the Nobel Prizes, to re-
search that makes people think about 
the sciences. Commenting on the 2006 
awards, Marc Abrahams, editor of An-
nals of Improbable Research, cospon-
sor of the awards, said: “The prizes 
are intended to celebrate the unusual, 
honour the imaginative - and spur 
people’s interest in science, medicine 
and technology.”

Previous winners of the award in-
clude Pierce Barnes, a research associ-
ate in chemistry at Imperial College, 
who in 2006 calculated the number of 
photographs you must take to (almost) 

Union bars to sell students 
Purely Indiscriminate 
Sparkling Substance

Хангман
Eastern Blocker

ensure that nobody in a group photo 
will have their eyes closed. Other high-
lights include Fiona Barclay who cre-
ated the Periodic Table table.

A rather surprising entry into this 
years award came from Imperial Col-
lege Union who entered a paper on 
lager. The study investigated under 
how many different brands they could 
market the same lager under in the 
Union Bars before arousing any sort of 
suspicion. It was found that they could 
market up to eight different brands, in-
cluding one brand of wheat beer and 
one non-alcoholic brand. The beer that 
everyone has in fact been drinking is a 
special brand from Kentucky’s finest 
brewery, however the Union refuses to 
release the name of the brewer.

Other highlights for 2009 include 
proof that dog fleas jump higher than 
cat fleas and that our perception of 
crisp-crunchiness is influenced by 
sound-effects.

A strong contender for the secret Union beer

Y ou are doomed. Everyone 
who shakes your hand, 
passes you in the street, 
or even spies on you from 
a distance may give you 

swine flu. I don’t need to tell you that 
performing fellatio on pigs is not a wise 
idea (The Food Editor might stop, if 
they fly away).

There are quite a number of other 
things that are likely to kill you before 
you manage to disappoint your parents 
by failing your exams and re-taking 
the year. The food at the Union, TER-
RORISTS!, boredom in da Vinci’s, the 
level of cringe in dBs and that guy in 
the Union Bar that graduated in 1978. 
Something that won’t kill you is Hang-
man, so do chill out, just a little.

As you may have deduced, Hang-
man has returned. The last time that 
felix had the honour of Hangman’s 
presence was in the Winter term and 

we caused quite a shit storm. Some of 
humour it would seem is not appropri-
ate for the eyes of some Imperial stu-
dents. We had considered telling these 
certain people to do something sexual 
to their mothers but instead we did it 
ourselves. In any case, we will avoid the 
sort of crass humour that offended and 
we hope you will enjoy our offerings. 

Well enough bullshit. Union enter-
tainments have fallen squarely into the 
cross-hairs of the Hangman team so 
look forward to next week’s Hangman 
Union ents special. In the mean time, 
here’s a preview of next week’s inter-
view with the Union’s Supper Happy 
Fun-Times Officer (she’s in charge of 
making you smile):

Hangman: What’s the purpose of 
your job?

Super Happy...: I try to get Impe-
rial students laid but I usually don’t get 
them further than a nervous “Hello?”.

Hangman
Oh Hai Guyz!

Surviving swine 
flu, avian bird flu 

and the apocolypse
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How to play:

It’s quite simple, all numbers are in a 
cell and must be surrounded with a 
corresponding number lines. Lines 
cannot split and there can only be 
one continuous line. Any cells with no 
numbers can have any number of lines. 
Look at the solution above for help.

Slitherlink 1,430

Wordoku 1,430
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MÖchten sie mein Manschaft 
were again the winners of this 
amazing puzzle. I want to say 
well done and carry on, but I 
would rather say “can anyone else 
be bothered to do these?” as I am 
getting rather peeved with them.

Scribble box

TEXT US! OR 
WE WON’T 

FEED THE CAT!

07726 799 424

“‘Imperial babe’ t-shirts on sale. 
Contradiction in terms surely?”

“To the second year physicist with 
the big mouth. Shut the fuck up! 
Think your name is sasha because 
everyone calls her a cunt behind 
her back.”

“Union quiz: a true test of a man’s 
iphone skills.”

“Candy floss is gonna make a big 
come back soon. Panda porn is 
still struggeling through the credit 
crunch.”

“I believe your science correspond-
ent is confused. CORE’s anti-
spintron indirectly stimulates 
seismic waves. It is in reality a vast 
communication network to permit 
Chinese students to coordinate 
their countrymen to jump at pre-
cise intervals to trigger the slowing 
of the planet’s rotation.”

Going Underground
Congratulations to MÖchten sie mein 
Manschaft who were the first to get 
PADDINGTON sent in. Have you no-
ticed how nobody talks to you on the 
underground, and if you do, they all 
look at you in a strange was as if you 
were a criminal. Anyway, give this a try.

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

B A N K

2 1 14 11
28= 2+1+14+11=28. Job done.

So which London tube station sums to 102?

This week’s texts:

_ _ _ _ _

Each letter in the alphabet is assigned a 
value, 1-26 (see table) and when added 
together for a specific word the sum 
equals the total shown. All you have to 
do is scan and send the Underground 
station that is hidden each week to su-
doku.felix@imperial.ac.uk

Wordoku is identical to Sudoku; 
we’ve just replaced numbers 
with letters. Complete the puzzle 
and then send the whole grid to 
sudoku.felix@imperial.ac.uk. 
You will not get credit for just the 
word alone. It’s not an anagram.

Mentalist Maze...
Well done to MÖchten sie mein 
Manschaft blah, blah, blah. I hope you 
are enjoying these mazes I give to you 
each week, and if they are too hard for 

any of you, please just come and let 
us know. You are supposed to be the 
cream of British youth, but every man 
has his limit.

1,429 Solution

MÖchten sie mein Manschaft won. 
Did you know that the plastic sheath 
about the ends of shoelaces are called 
aglets? No? I just thought that was an 
interesting fact and wanted to share it.

_ 102=_ _ _
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How to play:

Nonograms are picture logic puzzles in 
which cells in a grid have to be colored or 
left blank according to numbers given at the 
side of the grid. 

In this puzzle type, the numbers measure 
how many unbroken lines of filled-in squares 
there are in any given row or column. For ex-
ample, a clue of “4 8 3” would mean there are 
sets of four, eight, and three filled squares, 
in that order, with at least one blank square 
between successive groups.

So it’s revision time and here at felix we are 
providing you with as much material we can 
possible think of to make sure you all have 
enough stuff to get you through the tedious 
revision hours.

The Nonogram will count towards the 
FUCWIT League, which means the same 
rules apply. Send your answers in to the usu-
al address sudoku.felix@imperial.ac.uk. 
Answers will be revealed next week. Good 
luck!
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Putting the cat out to dry
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Hangman

A new species of dinosaur, Dragonus 
pyromanicus, has been discovered by 
researchers on the Isle of Wight. Den-
tal evidence showed that a specimen 
previously thought to be an Eoraptor 
was a previously unclassified genus of 
the Ornithischian order.

Radiometric dating techniques re-
cently developed at the University of 
Bristol showed that the species lived 
well into the Holocene, outlasting all 
other species by 65 million years. It 
is not clear why the species survived 
the Cretaceous Tertiary mass extinc-
tion that is thought to have caused the 
extinction of all dinosaurs. Some esti-
mates obtained from IridiumII/Iridiu-
mIII ratios place that date as little as 
2.5Kya, or about 500 years BC.

Notable on the specimen are tool 
marks on the bones. Researchers origi-
nally thought that the long scratches 
were made by tools during excavation, 
but closer analysis revealed that the 
scratches were coated with a layer of 
silica, like the rest of the bones. Elec-
tron micrographs of the scratches re-
veal that they are very well defined, 
and do not resemble the more irregu-
lar scratches often found on dinosaur 
bones from the teeth and claws of 
predators of scavengers. A fragment 
of iron oxide was also found within the 
pelvis. According to Dr. Martin Bunt of 
the Natural History Museum the iron 
must have been introduced to the skel-

eton prior to burial.
Palaeontologists have struggled to 

explain apparent scorch marks on the 
teeth of the dinosaur. Professor Mark 
Allison of Imperial College London 
postulated that strong calcification of 
teeth can only be explained by expo-
sure of the growing teeth to prolonged 
and intense heat. “The only possible 
source of the heat, as I see it, is inter-
nal, it almost seems as if the pyromani-
cus breathed fire”. 

Researchers are struggling to find the 
cause of death of D. pyromanicus. The 
bones show none of the telltale signs of 

New dinosaur discovered 
on the Isle of Wight

Chad Huleatt
Palaeontologist

aging, such as poorly healed fractures 
of tumours that are often found asso-
ciated with dinosaurs that died of old 
age. The tool marks and iron found on 
the bones has led Dr. Peter Sutton, of 
Imperial College London to suggest a 
human cause of death. Allison points 
out that the dinosaur lived well into the 
iron age, when the Isle of Wight was 
known to have been populated by peo-
ple possessing the relevant knowledge 
for the production of iron weapons. 
According to Allison, D. pyromanicus 
may be the first example of an extinc-
tion caused directly by man.

Physics students nominated 
for Nobel Prize this year

Students from the Department of 
Physics at Imperial College have been 
working on a project in an attempt to 
identify the problem with the latest 
class of Photon Torpedo’s. The study 
is part of their third year group project 
and has led to their work being short 
listed for the Nobel Physics Prize this 
year.

The students from the Physics de-
partment have discovered that a phe-
nomena known as “Long Anti Matter 
Exposure” has been causing problems 
with the detonation device in the tor-
pedo, hence making it difficult for any 
destruction. In order to study the ef-
fect in more detail, they have built their 
own torpedo and have been closely 
monitoring the “Long Anti Matter Ex-
posure” factor.

Over the past six months they have 
had the torpedo locked safely in the 
basements of Blackett next to the small 
particle collider under heavy guard, 
due to fears that members of the secret 
organisation, ‘Junior Officers of the 

Hudya Nikabolokov
Foreign Correspondent

Klingon Empire’ wanting to steal it.
Problems, however, arose when the 

collider was in use which led to an in-
teraction between the anti-matter in 
the torpedo and the collider. The out-
come was the creation of a small worm 
hole in the basement which has led 
to several long haired, black-clothed, 
greasy creatures appearing in the Phys-
ics Department.

A spokesman from the Physics de-
partment told felix that “We believe 

that the incident that occurred in the 
basements of Blackett was an act of 
sabotage, our biggest fear is that it is a 
‘Junior Officers of the Klingon Empire’ 
attack.”

Nevertheless, the resulting creation 
of the worm hole, whether it was in-
tentional or not, has led to the students 
being nominated for the prestigious 
award. The results are to be announced 
in Stockholm later this year in front of 
the King and Queen of Sweden.

Members of the covert JOKE squad just before the raid

The real thing may not have been this epic

Scientists from around the world con-
verged to the Great Hall in early March 
to take part in the Ig Nobel 2009 
Roadshow.

The Ig Nobel Prize is an annual 
award given out every October, the 
same time as the Nobel Prizes, to re-
search that makes people think about 
the sciences. Commenting on the 2006 
awards, Marc Abrahams, editor of An-
nals of Improbable Research, cospon-
sor of the awards, said: “The prizes 
are intended to celebrate the unusual, 
honour the imaginative - and spur 
people’s interest in science, medicine 
and technology.”

Previous winners of the award in-
clude Pierce Barnes, a research associ-
ate in chemistry at Imperial College, 
who in 2006 calculated the number of 
photographs you must take to (almost) 

Union bars to sell students 
Purely Indiscriminate 
Sparkling Substance

Хангман
Eastern Blocker

ensure that nobody in a group photo 
will have their eyes closed. Other high-
lights include Fiona Barclay who cre-
ated the Periodic Table table.

A rather surprising entry into this 
years award came from Imperial Col-
lege Union who entered a paper on 
lager. The study investigated under 
how many different brands they could 
market the same lager under in the 
Union Bars before arousing any sort of 
suspicion. It was found that they could 
market up to eight different brands, in-
cluding one brand of wheat beer and 
one non-alcoholic brand. The beer that 
everyone has in fact been drinking is a 
special brand from Kentucky’s finest 
brewery, however the Union refuses to 
release the name of the brewer.

Other highlights for 2009 include 
proof that dog fleas jump higher than 
cat fleas and that our perception of 
crisp-crunchiness is influenced by 
sound-effects.

A strong contender for the secret Union beer

Y ou are doomed. Everyone 
who shakes your hand, 
passes you in the street, 
or even spies on you from 
a distance may give you 

swine flu. I don’t need to tell you that 
performing fellatio on pigs is not a wise 
idea (The Food Editor might stop, if 
they fly away).

There are quite a number of other 
things that are likely to kill you before 
you manage to disappoint your parents 
by failing your exams and re-taking 
the year. The food at the Union, TER-
RORISTS!, boredom in da Vinci’s, the 
level of cringe in dBs and that guy in 
the Union Bar that graduated in 1978. 
Something that won’t kill you is Hang-
man, so do chill out, just a little.

As you may have deduced, Hang-
man has returned. The last time that 
felix had the honour of Hangman’s 
presence was in the Winter term and 

we caused quite a shit storm. Some of 
humour it would seem is not appropri-
ate for the eyes of some Imperial stu-
dents. We had considered telling these 
certain people to do something sexual 
to their mothers but instead we did it 
ourselves. In any case, we will avoid the 
sort of crass humour that offended and 
we hope you will enjoy our offerings. 

Well enough bullshit. Union enter-
tainments have fallen squarely into the 
cross-hairs of the Hangman team so 
look forward to next week’s Hangman 
Union ents special. In the mean time, 
here’s a preview of next week’s inter-
view with the Union’s Supper Happy 
Fun-Times Officer (she’s in charge of 
making you smile):

Hangman: What’s the purpose of 
your job?

Super Happy...: I try to get Impe-
rial students laid but I usually don’t get 
them further than a nervous “Hello?”.

Hangman
Oh Hai Guyz!

Surviving swine 
flu, avian bird flu 

and the apocolypse
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How to play:

It’s quite simple, all numbers are in a 
cell and must be surrounded with a 
corresponding number lines. Lines 
cannot split and there can only be 
one continuous line. Any cells with no 
numbers can have any number of lines. 
Look at the solution above for help.
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MÖchten sie mein Manschaft 
were again the winners of this 
amazing puzzle. I want to say 
well done and carry on, but I 
would rather say “can anyone else 
be bothered to do these?” as I am 
getting rather peeved with them.

Scribble box

TEXT US! OR 
WE WON’T 

FEED THE CAT!

07726 799 424

“‘Imperial babe’ t-shirts on sale. 
Contradiction in terms surely?”

“To the second year physicist with 
the big mouth. Shut the fuck up! 
Think your name is sasha because 
everyone calls her a cunt behind 
her back.”

“Union quiz: a true test of a man’s 
iphone skills.”

“Candy floss is gonna make a big 
come back soon. Panda porn is 
still struggeling through the credit 
crunch.”

“I believe your science correspond-
ent is confused. CORE’s anti-
spintron indirectly stimulates 
seismic waves. It is in reality a vast 
communication network to permit 
Chinese students to coordinate 
their countrymen to jump at pre-
cise intervals to trigger the slowing 
of the planet’s rotation.”

Going Underground
Congratulations to MÖchten sie mein 
Manschaft who were the first to get 
PADDINGTON sent in. Have you no-
ticed how nobody talks to you on the 
underground, and if you do, they all 
look at you in a strange was as if you 
were a criminal. Anyway, give this a try.

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

B A N K

2 1 14 11
28= 2+1+14+11=28. Job done.

So which London tube station sums to 102?

This week’s texts:

_ _ _ _ _

Each letter in the alphabet is assigned a 
value, 1-26 (see table) and when added 
together for a specific word the sum 
equals the total shown. All you have to 
do is scan and send the Underground 
station that is hidden each week to su-
doku.felix@imperial.ac.uk

Wordoku is identical to Sudoku; 
we’ve just replaced numbers 
with letters. Complete the puzzle 
and then send the whole grid to 
sudoku.felix@imperial.ac.uk. 
You will not get credit for just the 
word alone. It’s not an anagram.

Mentalist Maze...
Well done to MÖchten sie mein 
Manschaft blah, blah, blah. I hope you 
are enjoying these mazes I give to you 
each week, and if they are too hard for 

any of you, please just come and let 
us know. You are supposed to be the 
cream of British youth, but every man 
has his limit.

1,429 Solution

MÖchten sie mein Manschaft won. 
Did you know that the plastic sheath 
about the ends of shoelaces are called 
aglets? No? I just thought that was an 
interesting fact and wanted to share it.

_ 102=_ _ _
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How to play:

Nonograms are picture logic puzzles in 
which cells in a grid have to be colored or 
left blank according to numbers given at the 
side of the grid. 

In this puzzle type, the numbers measure 
how many unbroken lines of filled-in squares 
there are in any given row or column. For ex-
ample, a clue of “4 8 3” would mean there are 
sets of four, eight, and three filled squares, 
in that order, with at least one blank square 
between successive groups.

So it’s revision time and here at felix we are 
providing you with as much material we can 
possible think of to make sure you all have 
enough stuff to get you through the tedious 
revision hours.

The Nonogram will count towards the 
FUCWIT League, which means the same 
rules apply. Send your answers in to the usu-
al address sudoku.felix@imperial.ac.uk. 
Answers will be revealed next week. Good 
luck!
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Imperial Devils 
take conference 
title en route to 
play-off final

Ice Hockey
2nd Division, Southern Conference

Imperial College Devils	 7
Cardiff Redhawks 	 1

Stephen Holland

The Imperial College Devils A team 
have won their first conference title 
and booked their place in the play off 
final for the national second division 
title. After their disappointing last 
place finish last season, the more expe-
rienced squad, further bolstered by the 
addition of a couple of gifted finishers, 
set out this season to avenge their bat-
tered reputation. 

Cardiff, always the southern confer-
ence favourites, were unsettled after 
a rare 3-6 defeat to the Devils before 
Christmas. However slip ups against 
Oxford and Bristol in away games 
left the Devils one game behind the 
Welsh team going into their final 
match against each other. This match 
counted two-fold as the last match of 

the Southern Conference, but also as 
the semi-final for the playoffs for the 
national division, in which Cardiff 
and Imperial were drawn against each 
other reguardless of who finished first 
or second in the conference. So, a win 
from Imperial would ensure a place in 
the play off final, but only a win by 4 
goals would take them to the national 
final with the Southern Conference 
snatched from Cardiff. 

The game started hard with the 
Devil’s defence and netminder placed 
under constant pressure, struggling to 
find a rhythm against the Redhawks 
onslaught. As the half-way point of the 
first period passed, Imperial started 
mounting their own attacks, which 
paid off when Tom Koch broke the 
deadlock 14 minutes in, assisted by 
Chris Clough. 

Imperial made it harder from them 
selves when Chris Clough was then 
given 2 minutes for tripping. The team 
showed resilience however and Koch 
got his second goal while Imperial were 
down one man at 17 minutes, leaving 
the first period Cardiff 0-2 Imperial. 

Imperial were quick off the mark in the 
second period, with Clough back on 
the score sheet 2 minutes in, giving the 
Devils an unprecedented 3 goal lead. 
This did not please Cardiff whose frus-
tration was shown when Evan Juurak-
ko, the season’s highest penalty taker, 
dropped his gloves to entice Imperial’s 
Freddie Hellander into a fight, getting a 
2 -minute penalty for roughing. Player-
coach Vince Miller further increased 
Imperial’s lead, with an individual ef-
fort at 27 minutes. The disillusioned 
Cardiff side hinted at a fightback when 

Alyn Wallace skated by Imperial’s con-
fused defence and scored unassisted 
making the score 4-1 to Imperial Col-
lege. But after avoiding trouble earlier 
in the match, Freddie Hellander was 
given a 2 minute penalty for holding, 
leaving the team with potential trou-
ble, eased slightly when Cardiff picked 
up their own penalty 30 seconds later, 
David Williams getting 2 minutes for 
high sticks. 

The beginning of the third and final 
period saw goals replaced by penalties 
with Imperial’s Paul Gilmartin and Ilya 

Smirnov receiving 2 minutes for un-
sportsman like conduct and tripping 
respectively. However three quick goals 
in the final 8 minutes by Chris Clough 
and Tom Koch getting his third and 
fourth of the match, closed the door 
on Cardiff, with a final score of Cardiff 
Redhawks 1-7 Imperial College Devils. 
This 6 goal win gave the Devils their 
first ever conference win and first trip 
to the play off finals against the win-
ner of Manchester and Huddersfield 
for the national division 2 title on 19th 
of April.

George Garnier - www.georgegarnier.com

Postman Pask delivers Imperial I to 12th
Stroke Adam Freeman-Pask was in-
strumental in leading the top IC crew 
to 12th position overall in the biggest 
head race of the season. The all-IC 
crew was comprised of four college 
freshers and finished second in the S2 
category in 18:18.72. 

Tideway Scullers’ School I were the 
overall winners finishing in a time 
of 17:25.21. Sculler’s crew included 
Alan Campbell (Olympian/Sculler’s 
Head of the River Champion), Iztop 
Cop (Olympic Gold), Mahe Drysdale 
(World Champion, Olympic bronze), 
Olaf Tufte (Olympic Gold) and On-
drej Synek (Olympic Silver). Despite 
the hired guns the win is attributed to 
ex-Imperial cox Ali Williams who in 
a limited time transformed the single 
scullers into a crew of sweep rowers. 
Rumour has it they made the switch to 
sweep rowing as a result of becoming 
bored out of their sculls. The standard 
of competition in the HORR follow-
ing an Olympic year is always toughest 
making Imperial’s 12th place ranking 
even more poignant. The crew were 
satisfied with the result and Pask feels 
he’s a really happy man. 

IC I (Adam Freeman-Pask, Leo Car-
rington, Ole Tietz, Henry Goodier, Si-
mon Hislop, Josh Yerrell, Dan Cadoux-
Hudson, Danny Bellion) were coxed 
by Henry Fieldman (12th/409 overall, 
2nd/81 in S2). The crew missed out 
on the University pennant to Oxford 
Brookes by 20 seconds. Brookes is 
one of the top-ranked university clubs 
in the country and have consistently 
been a thorn in the side of IC crews. 
Boy-siders Carrington, Goodier, Yer-
rell and Bellion have set high standards 
for emerging fresher talent at Impe-

rial and their break into the first eight 
bodes well for the coming years. Head 
Coach Steve Trapmore gave an uplift-
ing speech to all crews before indi-
vidual crew chats: “You know what it’s 
like, you’ve all done this race before”, at 
which point Bowman Bellion revealed 
“Eh, well I haven’t actually.” 

The crew set-off at number 2 follow-
ing last year’s strong performance from 
a crew featuring IC’s George Whittak-
er, Freeman-Pask and Hislop, but was 
ineligible for the University pennant. 
Cox Henry Fieldman was ecstatic, if 
not incomprehensible with this year’s 
result, “12th f*cking place after an Ol-
ympic f*cking year, with half the crew 
f*cking freshers. That’s f*cking awe-
some man! FML!” The Henry Field-
man Express was in top gear coming 
through the final hundred metres and 
on-looking alumni on ICBC’s balcony 
attested to “hearing the boat sing.”

The upset of the day came with the 
defeat of IC II by the hands of arch-
nemesis IC III who ranked 6 places 
higher (70th overall) than the second 
boat (76th overall). When crew selec-
tions were finalised for the race there 
was disappointment in the third boat 
as many felt they had performed bet-
ter in training than those chosen for 
IC II. But the crew should have been 
delighted not to be banished to the sec-
ond boat because as Dan Topolski put 
it: “There is no joy in coming second, 
because to be second is to be last.” The 
second boat, or “banter boat” were out-
gunned by the third who made a gal-
lant effort in the black stallion Vespoli. 
IC III (Tom Bell, Tom Arnott, Gareth 
Brown, Kieron Docherty, Iain Palmer, 
Mike Zammit, John Davey, Andy Gor-
don) were coxed by Nicola Quinn-Py-
att and finished in 18:53.16 (8th/91 in 

S3, 70th/409 overall). 
IC II (James Wedlake, Will Todd, 

John Dick, Richard Winchester, Dom 
Meyrick-Cole, Adam Mayall, Adam 
Seward, Alex Gillies) were coxed by 
Connie Pidoux and finished in 18:56.63 
(76th/409 overall, 8th/81 in S2). The 
crew were devastated by the result and 
were barely able to face IC III, whose 
delight could not be contained. It was 
clear when they came off the water that 
the crew was not pleased with their 
row. A steady rhythm could not be 
found and they had to bludgeon their 
way through the course. Will Todd and 

Christina Duffy
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Richard Winchester sought comfort in 
each other and disappeared after the 
race to be alone together.

In the novice camp, IC IV performed 
well. (Sean Delaney, John Beaty, 
Rory Fallon, Thomas Walshe, Ben-
jamin Fahs, Patrick Hudson, Andreas 
Prøsch, Alistair Larsson) were coxed 
by Deepika Reddy and finished in 
19:37.87 (187th/409, 4th/60 in Novice 
category). 

Thus ends the head race season and 
we can finally look ahead to regatta 
racing; an entirely different form of 
pain. Post race celebrations began in 

Walkabout and all camps were satis-
fied after wins from both England and 
Ireland in the Six Nations Rugby. (Ire-
land became Six Nations Grand Slam 
Champions… England came second). 
London RC attracted a huge crowd 
of intoxicated rowers for the jungle-
themed after party. Moshing, table 
dancing and naked swimming in the 
Thames all made for a thoroughly en-
joyable evening.

The men’s squad will have a brief 
respite from intense training this week 
before the entire club jets off to Italy on 
Saturday for Easter training camp.

Cox: Henry Fieldman, Adam Freeman-Pask, Leo Carrington, Ole Tietz, Henry Goodier, Simon Hislop, Josh 
Yerrell, Dan Cadoux-Hudson & Danny Bellion

Imperial come 2nd in IDEA 
League held in Aachen
Continued from back page

Imperial Boat Club enter 
Guinness World Book of 
Records, just
Earlier this year, Reporter wrote about 
the day the IC Boat Club broke a very 
special world record. Steve Trapmore 
MBE, Head of Rowing, describes the 
day.

“On 11 March I took a team of Impe-
rial College Boat Club rowers to Dor-
ney Rowing Lake, venue for the 2012 
Olympic Regatta. Helped by coach 
Stu Whitelaw, we set out to attempt a 
world record for the fastest time a row-
ing eight can tow a water-skier over 
100 metres.”

The current record stood at 19.9 sec-
onds, held by a French team. After a 
couple of failed attempts with celebri-
ties, including ex Blue Peter presenter 
Konnie Huq, waterski professional 

Stuart Marston took up the reins. 
Straight off, the Imperial rowers pow-
ered Stuart over a faultless 100 metres 
which we clocked at 19.3 seconds. An-
noyingly the Guinness World Records 
adjudicator clocked the same attempt 
two seconds slower!

Trapmore went on to say that “Af-
ter pointing out that we were perhaps 
more experienced at timing rowing 
crews, I invited the adjudicator to fol-
low the attempt in the Sport Impe-
rial truck rather than from a safety 
boat on the water. This did the trick, 
and although we timed the run faster, 
the official verdict was 19.58 seconds, 
breaking the previous world record by 
almost 0.4 seconds.”

Imperial Devils looking cool as ice after their win against Cardiff (yes it is a bit of a lame pun)

The rowers with Stuart Marston after they broke the world record
picture courtesy of reporter

photo by neil mossley

Claire Taylor with support from Team Fit on the leg press challenge

ble-tennis battle kicked into full swing, 
Imperial Judo was showing the other 
three universities (Delft-Netherlands, 
Aachen-Germany and Zurich-Swit-
zerland) a little bit of Imperial finesse, 
comfortably winning and boosting our 
confidence for the next day.

That evening was spent in the town, 
with most of “Team Fit” retiring early 
to prepare for what was to be a very 
tiring day, and the Floor Ball fraternity 
still very unsure as to the exact rules.

Thursday morning drew in, and 
after a decidedly less than adequate 
sleep on the gym floor, Imperial ladies 
took to the Floor Ball arena- still no 
wiser about the rules. The match was 
always going to be tough, but a 13-3 
loss did not reflect Imperial’s ability, 
likewise the men would struggle in 
the first two games. By the third and 
final game,  however, the ladies had 
notched up a 3-2 victory over Delft, 
and the men were only 2-1 down deep 
into the second half also against Delft. 
Unfortunately, the keen forward Jack 
Cornish got ‘hit on the head with the 
ball’ whilst just having a casual jump. 
This was in breach of the rules and he 
was penalised with a two minute sin-
bin; the only one of the tournament! 
This  left IC with only three outfield 
players. They managed to hang on for 
that time, but didn’t manage to win. 
However, the ladies’ victory secured 

a respectable 3rd place, considering 
the majority of the players had never 
played Floor Ball before!

The evening was then a classic, start-
ing with a formal dinner at the premier 
University venue. The alcohol was cer-
tainly in abundance allowing spirits to 
fly high and friendships to be forged. 
To the amazement of Imperial, the 
scoring system had worked out in our 
favour and we had managed a com-
mendable 2nd place overall! The cham-
pagne continued to flow on the tables 
of Team IC, before we were ushered to 

the most prestigious club in Aachen. 
Celebrations continued into the small 
hours, but not without incident… but 
we certainly can’t remember them!

The next day, IC clearly took the tro-
phy for bar heavyweights, with many 
contenders for the top ten headaches.  
An enjoyable three days saw success, 
friendships and celebrations, none of 
which would have been possible with-
out the backing of Sport Imperial and 
so a big thank you goes to them from 
all of us. We all look forward to Floor 
Ball next year.



sport.felix@imperial.ac.uk

24 Friday 1 May 2009felix

Sport
25felixFriday 1 May 2009

Imperial Devils 
take conference 
title en route to 
play-off final

Ice Hockey
2nd Division, Southern Conference

Imperial College Devils	 7
Cardiff Redhawks 	 1

Stephen Holland

The Imperial College Devils A team 
have won their first conference title 
and booked their place in the play off 
final for the national second division 
title. After their disappointing last 
place finish last season, the more expe-
rienced squad, further bolstered by the 
addition of a couple of gifted finishers, 
set out this season to avenge their bat-
tered reputation. 

Cardiff, always the southern confer-
ence favourites, were unsettled after 
a rare 3-6 defeat to the Devils before 
Christmas. However slip ups against 
Oxford and Bristol in away games 
left the Devils one game behind the 
Welsh team going into their final 
match against each other. This match 
counted two-fold as the last match of 

the Southern Conference, but also as 
the semi-final for the playoffs for the 
national division, in which Cardiff 
and Imperial were drawn against each 
other reguardless of who finished first 
or second in the conference. So, a win 
from Imperial would ensure a place in 
the play off final, but only a win by 4 
goals would take them to the national 
final with the Southern Conference 
snatched from Cardiff. 

The game started hard with the 
Devil’s defence and netminder placed 
under constant pressure, struggling to 
find a rhythm against the Redhawks 
onslaught. As the half-way point of the 
first period passed, Imperial started 
mounting their own attacks, which 
paid off when Tom Koch broke the 
deadlock 14 minutes in, assisted by 
Chris Clough. 

Imperial made it harder from them 
selves when Chris Clough was then 
given 2 minutes for tripping. The team 
showed resilience however and Koch 
got his second goal while Imperial were 
down one man at 17 minutes, leaving 
the first period Cardiff 0-2 Imperial. 

Imperial were quick off the mark in the 
second period, with Clough back on 
the score sheet 2 minutes in, giving the 
Devils an unprecedented 3 goal lead. 
This did not please Cardiff whose frus-
tration was shown when Evan Juurak-
ko, the season’s highest penalty taker, 
dropped his gloves to entice Imperial’s 
Freddie Hellander into a fight, getting a 
2 -minute penalty for roughing. Player-
coach Vince Miller further increased 
Imperial’s lead, with an individual ef-
fort at 27 minutes. The disillusioned 
Cardiff side hinted at a fightback when 

Alyn Wallace skated by Imperial’s con-
fused defence and scored unassisted 
making the score 4-1 to Imperial Col-
lege. But after avoiding trouble earlier 
in the match, Freddie Hellander was 
given a 2 minute penalty for holding, 
leaving the team with potential trou-
ble, eased slightly when Cardiff picked 
up their own penalty 30 seconds later, 
David Williams getting 2 minutes for 
high sticks. 

The beginning of the third and final 
period saw goals replaced by penalties 
with Imperial’s Paul Gilmartin and Ilya 

Smirnov receiving 2 minutes for un-
sportsman like conduct and tripping 
respectively. However three quick goals 
in the final 8 minutes by Chris Clough 
and Tom Koch getting his third and 
fourth of the match, closed the door 
on Cardiff, with a final score of Cardiff 
Redhawks 1-7 Imperial College Devils. 
This 6 goal win gave the Devils their 
first ever conference win and first trip 
to the play off finals against the win-
ner of Manchester and Huddersfield 
for the national division 2 title on 19th 
of April.

George Garnier - www.georgegarnier.com

Postman Pask delivers Imperial I to 12th
Stroke Adam Freeman-Pask was in-
strumental in leading the top IC crew 
to 12th position overall in the biggest 
head race of the season. The all-IC 
crew was comprised of four college 
freshers and finished second in the S2 
category in 18:18.72. 

Tideway Scullers’ School I were the 
overall winners finishing in a time 
of 17:25.21. Sculler’s crew included 
Alan Campbell (Olympian/Sculler’s 
Head of the River Champion), Iztop 
Cop (Olympic Gold), Mahe Drysdale 
(World Champion, Olympic bronze), 
Olaf Tufte (Olympic Gold) and On-
drej Synek (Olympic Silver). Despite 
the hired guns the win is attributed to 
ex-Imperial cox Ali Williams who in 
a limited time transformed the single 
scullers into a crew of sweep rowers. 
Rumour has it they made the switch to 
sweep rowing as a result of becoming 
bored out of their sculls. The standard 
of competition in the HORR follow-
ing an Olympic year is always toughest 
making Imperial’s 12th place ranking 
even more poignant. The crew were 
satisfied with the result and Pask feels 
he’s a really happy man. 

IC I (Adam Freeman-Pask, Leo Car-
rington, Ole Tietz, Henry Goodier, Si-
mon Hislop, Josh Yerrell, Dan Cadoux-
Hudson, Danny Bellion) were coxed 
by Henry Fieldman (12th/409 overall, 
2nd/81 in S2). The crew missed out 
on the University pennant to Oxford 
Brookes by 20 seconds. Brookes is 
one of the top-ranked university clubs 
in the country and have consistently 
been a thorn in the side of IC crews. 
Boy-siders Carrington, Goodier, Yer-
rell and Bellion have set high standards 
for emerging fresher talent at Impe-

rial and their break into the first eight 
bodes well for the coming years. Head 
Coach Steve Trapmore gave an uplift-
ing speech to all crews before indi-
vidual crew chats: “You know what it’s 
like, you’ve all done this race before”, at 
which point Bowman Bellion revealed 
“Eh, well I haven’t actually.” 

The crew set-off at number 2 follow-
ing last year’s strong performance from 
a crew featuring IC’s George Whittak-
er, Freeman-Pask and Hislop, but was 
ineligible for the University pennant. 
Cox Henry Fieldman was ecstatic, if 
not incomprehensible with this year’s 
result, “12th f*cking place after an Ol-
ympic f*cking year, with half the crew 
f*cking freshers. That’s f*cking awe-
some man! FML!” The Henry Field-
man Express was in top gear coming 
through the final hundred metres and 
on-looking alumni on ICBC’s balcony 
attested to “hearing the boat sing.”

The upset of the day came with the 
defeat of IC II by the hands of arch-
nemesis IC III who ranked 6 places 
higher (70th overall) than the second 
boat (76th overall). When crew selec-
tions were finalised for the race there 
was disappointment in the third boat 
as many felt they had performed bet-
ter in training than those chosen for 
IC II. But the crew should have been 
delighted not to be banished to the sec-
ond boat because as Dan Topolski put 
it: “There is no joy in coming second, 
because to be second is to be last.” The 
second boat, or “banter boat” were out-
gunned by the third who made a gal-
lant effort in the black stallion Vespoli. 
IC III (Tom Bell, Tom Arnott, Gareth 
Brown, Kieron Docherty, Iain Palmer, 
Mike Zammit, John Davey, Andy Gor-
don) were coxed by Nicola Quinn-Py-
att and finished in 18:53.16 (8th/91 in 

S3, 70th/409 overall). 
IC II (James Wedlake, Will Todd, 

John Dick, Richard Winchester, Dom 
Meyrick-Cole, Adam Mayall, Adam 
Seward, Alex Gillies) were coxed by 
Connie Pidoux and finished in 18:56.63 
(76th/409 overall, 8th/81 in S2). The 
crew were devastated by the result and 
were barely able to face IC III, whose 
delight could not be contained. It was 
clear when they came off the water that 
the crew was not pleased with their 
row. A steady rhythm could not be 
found and they had to bludgeon their 
way through the course. Will Todd and 

Christina Duffy
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Richard Winchester sought comfort in 
each other and disappeared after the 
race to be alone together.

In the novice camp, IC IV performed 
well. (Sean Delaney, John Beaty, 
Rory Fallon, Thomas Walshe, Ben-
jamin Fahs, Patrick Hudson, Andreas 
Prøsch, Alistair Larsson) were coxed 
by Deepika Reddy and finished in 
19:37.87 (187th/409, 4th/60 in Novice 
category). 

Thus ends the head race season and 
we can finally look ahead to regatta 
racing; an entirely different form of 
pain. Post race celebrations began in 

Walkabout and all camps were satis-
fied after wins from both England and 
Ireland in the Six Nations Rugby. (Ire-
land became Six Nations Grand Slam 
Champions… England came second). 
London RC attracted a huge crowd 
of intoxicated rowers for the jungle-
themed after party. Moshing, table 
dancing and naked swimming in the 
Thames all made for a thoroughly en-
joyable evening.

The men’s squad will have a brief 
respite from intense training this week 
before the entire club jets off to Italy on 
Saturday for Easter training camp.

Cox: Henry Fieldman, Adam Freeman-Pask, Leo Carrington, Ole Tietz, Henry Goodier, Simon Hislop, Josh 
Yerrell, Dan Cadoux-Hudson & Danny Bellion

Imperial come 2nd in IDEA 
League held in Aachen
Continued from back page

Imperial Boat Club enter 
Guinness World Book of 
Records, just
Earlier this year, Reporter wrote about 
the day the IC Boat Club broke a very 
special world record. Steve Trapmore 
MBE, Head of Rowing, describes the 
day.

“On 11 March I took a team of Impe-
rial College Boat Club rowers to Dor-
ney Rowing Lake, venue for the 2012 
Olympic Regatta. Helped by coach 
Stu Whitelaw, we set out to attempt a 
world record for the fastest time a row-
ing eight can tow a water-skier over 
100 metres.”

The current record stood at 19.9 sec-
onds, held by a French team. After a 
couple of failed attempts with celebri-
ties, including ex Blue Peter presenter 
Konnie Huq, waterski professional 

Stuart Marston took up the reins. 
Straight off, the Imperial rowers pow-
ered Stuart over a faultless 100 metres 
which we clocked at 19.3 seconds. An-
noyingly the Guinness World Records 
adjudicator clocked the same attempt 
two seconds slower!

Trapmore went on to say that “Af-
ter pointing out that we were perhaps 
more experienced at timing rowing 
crews, I invited the adjudicator to fol-
low the attempt in the Sport Impe-
rial truck rather than from a safety 
boat on the water. This did the trick, 
and although we timed the run faster, 
the official verdict was 19.58 seconds, 
breaking the previous world record by 
almost 0.4 seconds.”

Imperial Devils looking cool as ice after their win against Cardiff (yes it is a bit of a lame pun)

The rowers with Stuart Marston after they broke the world record
picture courtesy of reporter
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Claire Taylor with support from Team Fit on the leg press challenge

ble-tennis battle kicked into full swing, 
Imperial Judo was showing the other 
three universities (Delft-Netherlands, 
Aachen-Germany and Zurich-Swit-
zerland) a little bit of Imperial finesse, 
comfortably winning and boosting our 
confidence for the next day.

That evening was spent in the town, 
with most of “Team Fit” retiring early 
to prepare for what was to be a very 
tiring day, and the Floor Ball fraternity 
still very unsure as to the exact rules.

Thursday morning drew in, and 
after a decidedly less than adequate 
sleep on the gym floor, Imperial ladies 
took to the Floor Ball arena- still no 
wiser about the rules. The match was 
always going to be tough, but a 13-3 
loss did not reflect Imperial’s ability, 
likewise the men would struggle in 
the first two games. By the third and 
final game,  however, the ladies had 
notched up a 3-2 victory over Delft, 
and the men were only 2-1 down deep 
into the second half also against Delft. 
Unfortunately, the keen forward Jack 
Cornish got ‘hit on the head with the 
ball’ whilst just having a casual jump. 
This was in breach of the rules and he 
was penalised with a two minute sin-
bin; the only one of the tournament! 
This  left IC with only three outfield 
players. They managed to hang on for 
that time, but didn’t manage to win. 
However, the ladies’ victory secured 

a respectable 3rd place, considering 
the majority of the players had never 
played Floor Ball before!

The evening was then a classic, start-
ing with a formal dinner at the premier 
University venue. The alcohol was cer-
tainly in abundance allowing spirits to 
fly high and friendships to be forged. 
To the amazement of Imperial, the 
scoring system had worked out in our 
favour and we had managed a com-
mendable 2nd place overall! The cham-
pagne continued to flow on the tables 
of Team IC, before we were ushered to 

the most prestigious club in Aachen. 
Celebrations continued into the small 
hours, but not without incident… but 
we certainly can’t remember them!

The next day, IC clearly took the tro-
phy for bar heavyweights, with many 
contenders for the top ten headaches.  
An enjoyable three days saw success, 
friendships and celebrations, none of 
which would have been possible with-
out the backing of Sport Imperial and 
so a big thank you goes to them from 
all of us. We all look forward to Floor 
Ball next year.
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Imperial 
have a 
great 
IDEA 

Jack Cornish
Sports Editor

The IDEA League is the collaboration 
of ‘five leading universities of technol-
ogy and science’, and annually a sports 
event is held in celebration of the 
continued collaboration between the 
institutions. This year it was the turn 
of RWTH Aachen to host the elite ath-
letes in a competition that was to fea-
ture Table Tennis, Floor Ball, Judo, and 
a Fitness Challenge!

The thirty plus Imperial participants 
had their first challenge even before 
the competition had started – remem-
ber your passport and get to Kings 
Cross International at 6am in time for 
the EuroStar. To everyone’s surprise it 
was two senior members of the ACC 
that managed to fail at this, notably 

this year’s Hockey Club Captain and 
next year’s ACC Chair!

All present and correct, the triple 
train journey to Aachen in Germany 
was followed by a festival atmosphere. 
Aachen’s fantastic sports centre was 
based in the west of the suburban area 
with views across the historic spa city.

After a introductory lunch, many of 
the party chose to explore the town, 
only for a call to come thought that la-
dies were needed to play table-tennis. 
Teddy Middlebrook was selected as she 
had her own table at home, and Izzy 
Smith went along to join her as eve-
ryone else ran off. Results were rather 
better than expected with the men 
and women winning many games, but 
eventually coming 3rd. As the epic ta-

Continued on page 25

Tim Simpson

Kendo club find national success 
As with all competitions the day starts 
with an ungodly noise- that of the 
alarm clock at an abnormally early 
time of the morning. On this day, the 
4th of April and the day of the Na-
tional University Kendo Competition, 
the alarm sounded about 4.45am. That 
is the spirit of commitment shown by 
your very own kendo club. By 5.50am 
the competitors were all huddled in 
Victoria ready for the first train of the 
day to Canterbury where the fight was 
going to be hosted by the good boys 
and girls of the University of Kent. 

A smaller competition than last year, 
after Cambridge Kendo Club made a 
mess of the timings and enraged judges 
from as far afield as Japan, only 8 Uni-
versity teams were to take part. These 
included teams from Cambridge, Ed-
inburgh, Oxford and UCL- so all our 
old rivals were back yet again. 

However before the main competi-
tion there was the kyu-grade individu-
als for those lower down the food chain 
than the black belt (‘Dan grades’). Six 
of our team went that show. Of special 
interest were two of last year’s begin-
ners and some of this year’s club stal-
warts, Benny Wong and Danny Mak. 

Wong had some cracking fights which 
included the first having an encho (ex-
tra time, 1st score wins) that was at 
least double the length of the actual 
match itself. The star of this particular 
show, however, was Danny Mak. Mak 
managed to win three fights outright 
with a mixture of kote (wrist) and men 
(head) cuts before losing out to a kote 
from a 10 year kendo veteran who be-
longs to the Mumeishi club. That club, 
based outside of London, is rich in Jap-
anese kendoka, and has our very own 
Yoda in residence, Yoshikawa-sensei, 
as one of their teachers. 

Following soon after the kyu grade 
bouts were the Dan grade competi-
tion and the ladies competition (for all 
ranks). Imperial only had one competi-
tor for each. Tin Wong was the man up 
against it all in the Dan grade compe-
tition but he came acropper with two 
men cuts received from a very ath-
letic opponent. Rachel Soon tried her 
hand against two opponents both her 
senior in terms of experience but lost 
out to the eventual winner of the la-
dies fight, T. Volkata, from Edinburgh 
University. 

After these warm up “exercises” the 
main competition took place. This in-
volved 5 kendoka from each Uni team 

going to head-to-head in a set of indi-
vidual bouts. Imperial’s first match was 
against Oxford. Of the fights two were 
draws with Tin Wong and Christos Ar-
gryakis holding their own, whilst Ali 
Hammad and Daniel Mak won their 
tussles with a men cut and a kote re-
spectively. The second set of matches 

against Edinburgh went less well. Un-
fortunately Edinburgh’s team of ninja 
(with two newly arrived Japanese ken-
doka, including a 5th dan) managed 
to overcome some spirited defences 
although notably Tin Wong managed 
to hold that bundle of vicious feminin-
ity, T. Volkata, to a rather respectable 

draw. However, their performance was 
enough to nab them a spot on the win-
ner’s podium with a 3rd place. Not bad 
all in all especially after so little sleep. 
What happens when you hit a haggis 
with a shinai? Well, next year we are 
off to Edinburgh to try to even the 
score so maybe we can tell you then.

The Kendo team proudly adorned with their medals


