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find one and latch on to them. Once 
you have an idea, you�re going to need 
know-how. Luckily for you, in times of 
recession companies slash Research 
and Development budgets, and as a 
result they�re hemorrhaging top qual-
ity researchers and inventors and if you 
can get hold of these folks you�ll be in 
great shape. Doubly lucky for you is the 
fact that a lot of these people will have 
contacts with your lecturers, so you 
are positioned within a brilliant place 
to start building firms. 

The next thing you�ll need is money, 
and despite what the mass media will 
tell you - it�s there. Investors that have 
recently pulled out of hedge funds 
need to put their cash somewhere and 
start-ups are often a favourite for rich 
investors in bear markets. Banks have 

business.felix@imperial.ac.uk
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What goes down 
must come up?

Sina Ataherian

The global recession - or in the case 
of China, slightly slower growth � has 
been about the biggest thing to happen 
recently. It has affected us financially; 
many students now pay less interest on 
their loans. It has prompted changes in 
career directions. It has even renewed 
the raison d�Œtre of 24 hour news chan-
nels. Its level of coverage has been 
like a new Iraq, but relevant to home 
audiences. According to Rob Arnott, 
former editor of Financial Analysts 
Journal, in real terms the fall has only 
been exceeded by the Railway bubble 
bursting in the 1850s and the great 
depression. 

Now that the sub-prime problem has 
been successfully post-predicted by 
network news analysts and some les-
sons have perhaps been at least tempo-
rarily learned, should we see opportu-
nity in our current woes? Downturns 
are remarkably consistent in immedi-
ately following great booms and then 
slowly recovering over a few years, 
albeit not to previous peaks. The sen-
timent that equities should have been 
punished, but not so much, is now 
widespread. As is the feeling that many 
stock prices, particularly financials, are 
now �cheap�. The odds seem to be lean-
ing towards buying stocks in many of 
the worst hit sectors. 

With most stock markets now worth 
around half their peak values it is 
tempting to think valuations should 
revert to their mean. Relatively well 
managed banks such as HSBC and 
Deutsche seem unfairly damned to col-
lective punishment of the sector. Con-
cern has largely gone back to returns 
on capital rather than return of capital. 

T here are lots of ways that 
the recession is hurting 
business, but the calami-
tous grey clouds hanging 
ominously over the coun-

try do have a silver lining. Right now is 
probably the best time to be starting up 
a business and since you (Imperialites) 
are exactly the sort of people who have 
the intellectual assets required to do 
so, this recession could prove to be the 
best thing that ever happened to you.

If you look through history, the glo-
bal economy has almost always been 
pulled out of recessions by innovations 
and new technologies. The most re-
cent example is how the recession of 
the late 80�s and early 90�s was ended 
by the gains from the development of 
internet and communication technol-

ogies where the radical innovation and 
spread of microelectronics was key to 
global growth. But if you look at the 
firms that pioneered this new era, they 
were often rookie firms and start-ups 
guided by young new innovators - and 
if history is any judge, we may be about 
to see the same thing happen again. 
The current economy has almost per-
fect conditions for new start ups and 
the business section of felix would be 
doing you disservice if we didn�t do our 
part to encourage you to go and start 
up a new firm. 

The first thing that a new firm would 
need is an idea, and since you�re a 
bright, young thing you may have one 
of your own, but if you don�t � don�t 
worry. You�re at a university brim-
ming with all kinds of creative people, 

The recession just might 
be the best thing to ever 
happen to you 
Business Editor Luke Dhanoa makes the case to forget about 
finding a graduate job and start your own firm instead

This week in 
pictures

Sir Fred Goodwin, ex CEO of RBS 
made off with this exorbitant 
pension last week. MP’s vowed 
to sue him and recover the funds.

In a similar gesture President 
Obama pledged to do everything 
he could to block $165m of 
bonuses being paid out at AIG	

US courts press to imprison 
Bernard Madoff for 150 years 
after he pleaded guilty to fraud

Value investors must be watching this 
space very closely. Book values now 
dwarf the market capitalisation of all 
major banks and financial institutions. 
Some speculators are even beginning 
to see general avoidance of financials 
as irrational herding behaviour just 
like that leading up to most big booms 
and subsequently inevitable busts.

Last week Goldman Sachs estimated 
the fair value of the American equity 
market at 47% above current prices. It 
reckoned the equilibrium level, which 
assumes long-term return to a normal 
appetite for risk, was 72% above the 
current value. Many traders have been 
predicting for some time that the worst 
is over and that the market is waiting 
for a trigger for recovery. The Dow ap-
proaching 6500, a level below which 
many thought it would not sink, was 
widely predicted as one such potential 
trigger. 

This happened around March 9th 
and the chart for the last few months 
can now be seen literally kicking back. 
The opportunity to buy low and hope-
fully sell high in maybe as little as a year 
is now irresistible to many. Whilst they 
may well be right, they must remem-
ber that the growth between 2003 and 
2007 resulted from the coincidence of 
a unique combination of factors. Tech-
nological factors, rapid growth in the 
widening club of emerging markets 
and unsustainable lending and bor-
rowing, predominantly in Anglo-Sax-
on economies, amongst other causes 
of growth, collided together. These are 
unlikely to simultaneously reoccur in 
the near future.

Nonetheless before all this, the 
growth of equity markets seemed a 
long term trend. Even the worst of the 

many global financial incidents of re-
cent decades represented road bumps 
in the road to higher prices. Even prior 
to the boom before this latest bust, the 
Dow seemed stable at around 10000 
despite relatively recent recovery from 
the .com boom. But could something 
about this one be unique? 

Niall Ferguson, the financial version 
of Simon Schama, views this as an evo-
lutionary process. History, he argues, 
is rife with examples of weaker finan-
cial systems and companies giving way 
to the strong. This process may even 
be hastened by Brown and Mandel-
son campaigning for tougher global 
regulation.

The industry may be on the life sup-
port of government bailout, as many 
of us are frequently reminded by dis-
gruntled engineering lecturers, but 
it cannot stay that way for ever. The 
stronger firms and better practices 
have emerged dominant. Some, nota-
bly HSBC, are even cautiously talking 
of the potential possibility of maybe 
expanding perhaps, taking advantage 
of the low share prices of their compet-
itors. Warren Buffet, the most success-
ful value investor of all time, is noted 
for preferring �an outstanding compa-
ny at a sensible price� rather than weak 
ones at rock-bottom. 

So it may just about be the right time 
to expect a slow return to long-term 
growth in equity markets. Stocks may 
not quite be as low as they can go, but 
their current values do provide a cush-
ion, at least for those willing to stick 
around for a few years. It may be time 
to go long on the companies that have 
suffered from the recent troubles, but 
probably not yet those that caused 
them.

already started investing in the prop-
erty market and REITs (hedge funds 
for property) are expected to have 
an exceptional five years. The credit 
crunch hasn�t just destroyed credit � 
it has forced it to be re-allocated, and 
start-ups with strong ideas are poised 
to take those investments. 

On top of private funding there are 
dozens of ways in which the state is 
set to help you out. The government 
is currently trying to make the UK 
more competitive and innovative and 
there is a strong case for them to sup-
port the next Microsoft in the UK. As a 
business owner you may be eligible for 
government grants, tax relief and pub-
lic contracts. Provided you�re helping 
the economy, there is a case for them 
to help you.

And once you have funding, in the 
current climate it goes further than it 
used to. People are cheaper than they 
used to be. Government backed mort-
gages are cheaper. Commodities are 
cheaper. Land is cheaper. Office space 
is cheaper. Services (except for bank-
ing) are cheaper. And what�s more you 
can buy all kinds of assets in auctions 
from firms that have gone into receiv-
ership. There is rarely as good a time 
as now to be buying with the long term 
in mind.

And once you�ve got your idea, your 
funding and your assets you need to 
face the market, which although tough, 
won�t be all doom and gloom. For one, 

there�s a global market like never before 
to sell your product - and even though 
it poorer than it used to be a year ago, 
demand for basic, simple goods has 

never been higher. So if you have a 
cheap method of capturing sunlight 
and using to turn water into steam, 
then the world�s your oyster. Have you 
found out a way to make refrigerators 
run off ambient heat? Then you�ve got 
a six billion-person market. Can you 
make a cheap reusable water filter? Be-
cause if you can, you got it made. 

So there you have it - you have an 
amazing opportunity in your hands 
right now. With some vision, hard 
work and luck you could become a 
captain of industry and your odds have 
never looked better. And considering 
that you�re having trouble getting a 
job anyway, what have you got to lose? 
Nothing. 

The firms that 
pioneered this 
new era were 
often rookie 
firms guided by 
young innovators

6 felix Friday 20 March 2009

Comment, Opinion
& Letters

Let us know your views: comment.felix@imperial.ac.uk

Letters may be edited for length and grammar purposes
Views on these pages are not representative of felix

The Rogue is less than happy with you ladies
�Culpability lies 
with the desperate 
chaps whose 
lapdog attention 
first encouraged 
your bloated egos�

I s anyone else somewhat ab-
horred by the egotistical behav-
iour of Imperial�s womenfolk? 
Rather than casting this article 
aside, concluding it to be yet 

another sexual frustration induced ha-
rangue, consider my inference; simply 
not possessing a train wreck for a vis-
age or the body of an overweight pre-
teen does not justify conducting your-
self in a manner of nauseating disdain. 
This is not some inflated oversimpli-
fied gender assessment; instead a com-
mentary stimulated by the increasingly 
regular superciliousness one witnesses 
every day. 

The quintessence of Imperial, ex-
cellence in science etc, seems to have 
been substituted inadvertently for 
some form of depressing competition 
for the notice of the better looking fe-
males studying here, who behave with 
a deplorable sense of self-importance. 
This is particularly true for those girls 

who are unacquainted with being per-
ceived in this manner, who were per-
haps bullied in high school and utterly 
overshadowed by prettier, more confi-
dent girls. Now finding themselves in 
an establishment packed with the for-
merly tormented; they can flaunt their 
new authority to an infuriating degree:

Practical experiment: Assume you 
are the epitome of mediocrity. Saunter 
down the walkway and subtly catch the 
eye of the next obviously female stu-
dent. One of two outcomes;

1. She will walk straight past, nose 
in the air. This category of girl has 
been at Imperial far too long, and 
the unremitting attention has ren-
dered her with a delusional quantity 
of self-worth.

2. She will glance at you for just 
a little too long, and then embar-
rassedly accelerate away. Slightly 
less conceited than our subject in re-
sult 1, but as a result self-disapprov-

ing and annoyed that she isn�t more 
of a bitch.

Despite the fun you can have with 
wild generalisations, clearly this net of 
criticism cannot be laid on every girl. 
And predictably, the root of culpabil-
ity lies with the desperate chaps whose 
lapdog attention first encouraged these 
bloated egos. 

Which reminds me; last week I ob-
served a fairly appalling attempt to 
pick up a girl, even by the standards we 
are accustomed to at the Union. Perch-
ing atop the large subwoofer in dB�s, 
with my partner in sneering voyeur-
ism, we observed a collection of fool-
ish miscreants making recurring and 
uncoordinated attempts to dance with 
this moderately attractive/inebriated 
young woman, who appeared over-
whelmingly aware of her contextual 
power. At last all but one remained, 
evidently the most hopeless of the lot. 
As another person knocked into the 

girl in question, our wretched remain-
ing fool caught her and with a look of 
nauseatingly insincere concern on his 
uncivilized face, inquired �Are you al-
right?�, before proceeding to shove the 
other unaware individual with point-
less aggression. You could almost hear 
his mind computing; �Perhaps I�ll try a 
different tact and go for the friend role, 
insinuating others to be the perverts. If 
I appear comparatively less disgusting, 
she may accidentally sleep with me!�. 
Extraordinarily, this clever methodol-
ogy was unsuccessful. 

This story has no relevance to the 
original premise save to illustrate a 
perennial problem in the way men and 
women react to one another; which 
unfortunately is degenerated a shock-
ing amount in this godforsaken estab-
lishment. In other words, the general 
stereotypes of desperate adolescent 
males and vaguely appealing, power 
tripping females is exaggerated beyond 

belief � and spectating certain scenes 
of guy-girl interactions at Imperial is 
like watching a tragic comedy, except 
no one has learnt their lines, and the 
makeup artists are mentally defective. 
The upshot is the inevitable nine times 
out of ten ; the girl subconsciously con-
gratulates herself on the hollow fact 
that someone wanted to copulate with 
her, while the abortive imbecile resigns 
himself to a drinking game with his fel-
low disgruntled chums. My deduction 
is that students like our hopeless case 
in dB�s only serve to make this divide 
between men and women at Imperial 
shoddier, by putting their immediate 
superficial desires before the poten-
tial of a meaningful platonic relation-
ship. And as a result those females who 
aren�t follically challenged and have 
somewhat symmetrical faces can justi-
fy the air of superiority they carry with 
them. Bleak, but candid. 

Until next time. 

I t is ironic being speechless and 
going on to write 800 words for 
a Comment piece this week. 
However, I feel I need to write 
this Comment piece. Not be-

cause I won the election for Felix Edi-
tor, but because I owe this to so many 
people at Imperial.

Over the last two weeks of soul-de-
stroying campaigning for this position, 
I have learnt to appreciate the people 
around me and more so than I have 
ever in my life. 

I�m not going to start listing names, 
even though I feel like I should do, but 
there is one person to whom I am en-
tirely grateful through all of this. As 
we walk off into the sunset of these 
elections, and the credits start roll-
ing, it is Kadhim who I owe most to. 
Despite the rivalry harboured through 
our contesting campaigns over the last 
two weeks, it has always been through 
competition I am proud to have bat-
tled. Kadhim, who had a mere 65 votes 
less than me, would be an Editor Felix 

Dan Wan discovers real friendships in victory
�As we walk off 
into the sunset, 
and the credits 
start rolling, it is 
Kadhim to whom I 
owe most.�

would be proud to have at its helm. 
Kadhim ran his campaign with the 

utmost integrity, and I can only thank 
him for that. In the ever-occurring �heat 
of the moment� situations, we could 
have very easily fallen out as friends 
during the last two weeks. It would 
have been the last thing I would have 
wanted, and scuppering my friendship 
with him would truly not have been 
worth the editorial role in Felix. 

A new rule was announced this year 
that allowed us to �negative campaign� 
against each other. It didn�t need to 
be spoken of that I trusted him not to 
attack me within his campaign, and 
vice versa. Anyway, his campaign was 
strong enough alone without the need 
to negatively campaign against me. As 
the last day of voting ticked over its 
midnight deadline, I only felt a sense 
of massive relief that I didn�t have to 
compete against Kadhim�s seemingly 
omnipresent campaign ever again. 

Throughout the two weeks, my 
perspective of him never wavered. 

Though rivals, it was never bitter. We 
spoke regularly about our campaigns, 
both laughing as we explored the joys 
and stresses that walking around Col-
lege with your own face on your chest 
came with. 

Becoming next year�s Felix Editor how-
ever, is not only my own reward. It is also 
for everyone that helped me during the 
campaign fortnight. Not winning the elec-
tions would have been a massive shame 
to not only myself, but especially to those 
who put so much effort into my cause. I 
am just glad they now get to celebrate their 
own success, and not just mine.

My friends proved themselves to be 
the best friends I have ever known, 
and though I may be caught up in the 
emotion of winning the election, I truly 
mean it. I have reasoned with myself in 
the event that I didn�t win and I came 
to the following conclusion. I realised 
that my friends helping me with my 
campaign; the ones wearing my T-
shirts, the ones giving up their spare 
time to hand out flyers and sugary 

bribes, and the ones supporting me at 
hustings, really pulled out all the stops 
for me. There were times started to 
question why I was actually running 
for the position and times when I felt I 
was one step behind other campaigns, 
but they created a haven away from 
elections and College, where I could 
relax and reassess. At times, their hon-
esty seemed harsh, but I always knew it 
was for my best interests. I�m glad one 
of them had the balls to tell me, albeit 
quite tactfully, that my pre-lecture an-
nouncements were, compared to Ka-
dhim�s like watching a calves enter an 
abattoir.

To the people that approached me 
with such enthusiasm about the elec-
tion race highlighted a bigger issue that 
is only a benefit to Felix. The fact that 
Kadhim, Zoe and I managed to rack up 
a record total of 2,900 votes for the Fe-
lix Editor election alone, is testament 
to the excitement of the race. The im-
portant thing is that we managed to 
get so many more people interested in 

Felix and its outcome. That can only 
benefit Felix and College life.

Beyond people I know, I was hon-
estly overwhelmed by people�s willing-
ness to listen to me as I interrupted 
their quiet pint at the Union to shove 
a leaflet and sweet in their face. This 
Comment piece seems the only way of 
reaching out to everyone that spoke 
to me, whether I knew you or not. I 
have met so many people along the last 
two weeks that I am grateful for their 
time. Though I initially hated talk-
ing to strangers, I came to enjoy the 
experience. Campaigning gave me a 
great reason to approach anyone and 
everyone. 

I hope, as Felix Editor throughout 
next year, I will be able to speak and lis-
ten to your opinions and ideas for Felix 
just as much I did during the last two 
weeks. I hope you will be just as recep-
tive too, because as clichØ as it may 
sound, I want to bring the newspaper 
back to you, as the readers, the writers 
and the editors.



find one and latch on to them. Once 
you have an idea, you�re going to need 
know-how. Luckily for you, in times of 
recession companies slash Research 
and Development budgets, and as a 
result they�re hemorrhaging top qual-
ity researchers and inventors and if you 
can get hold of these folks you�ll be in 
great shape. Doubly lucky for you is the 
fact that a lot of these people will have 
contacts with your lecturers, so you 
are positioned within a brilliant place 
to start building firms. 

The next thing you�ll need is money, 
and despite what the mass media will 
tell you - it�s there. Investors that have 
recently pulled out of hedge funds 
need to put their cash somewhere and 
start-ups are often a favourite for rich 
investors in bear markets. Banks have 
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Business
Business Editor – Luke Dhanoa

7Friday 20 March 2009 felix

What goes down 
must come up?

Sina Ataherian

The global recession - or in the case 
of China, slightly slower growth � has 
been about the biggest thing to happen 
recently. It has affected us financially; 
many students now pay less interest on 
their loans. It has prompted changes in 
career directions. It has even renewed 
the raison d�Œtre of 24 hour news chan-
nels. Its level of coverage has been 
like a new Iraq, but relevant to home 
audiences. According to Rob Arnott, 
former editor of Financial Analysts 
Journal, in real terms the fall has only 
been exceeded by the Railway bubble 
bursting in the 1850s and the great 
depression. 

Now that the sub-prime problem has 
been successfully post-predicted by 
network news analysts and some les-
sons have perhaps been at least tempo-
rarily learned, should we see opportu-
nity in our current woes? Downturns 
are remarkably consistent in immedi-
ately following great booms and then 
slowly recovering over a few years, 
albeit not to previous peaks. The sen-
timent that equities should have been 
punished, but not so much, is now 
widespread. As is the feeling that many 
stock prices, particularly financials, are 
now �cheap�. The odds seem to be lean-
ing towards buying stocks in many of 
the worst hit sectors. 

With most stock markets now worth 
around half their peak values it is 
tempting to think valuations should 
revert to their mean. Relatively well 
managed banks such as HSBC and 
Deutsche seem unfairly damned to col-
lective punishment of the sector. Con-
cern has largely gone back to returns 
on capital rather than return of capital. 

T here are lots of ways that 
the recession is hurting 
business, but the calami-
tous grey clouds hanging 
ominously over the coun-

try do have a silver lining. Right now is 
probably the best time to be starting up 
a business and since you (Imperialites) 
are exactly the sort of people who have 
the intellectual assets required to do 
so, this recession could prove to be the 
best thing that ever happened to you.

If you look through history, the glo-
bal economy has almost always been 
pulled out of recessions by innovations 
and new technologies. The most re-
cent example is how the recession of 
the late 80�s and early 90�s was ended 
by the gains from the development of 
internet and communication technol-

ogies where the radical innovation and 
spread of microelectronics was key to 
global growth. But if you look at the 
firms that pioneered this new era, they 
were often rookie firms and start-ups 
guided by young new innovators - and 
if history is any judge, we may be about 
to see the same thing happen again. 
The current economy has almost per-
fect conditions for new start ups and 
the business section of felix would be 
doing you disservice if we didn�t do our 
part to encourage you to go and start 
up a new firm. 

The first thing that a new firm would 
need is an idea, and since you�re a 
bright, young thing you may have one 
of your own, but if you don�t � don�t 
worry. You�re at a university brim-
ming with all kinds of creative people, 

The recession just might 
be the best thing to ever 
happen to you 
Business Editor Luke Dhanoa makes the case to forget about 
finding a graduate job and start your own firm instead

This week in 
pictures

Sir Fred Goodwin, ex CEO of RBS 
made off with this exorbitant 
pension last week. MP’s vowed 
to sue him and recover the funds.

In a similar gesture President 
Obama pledged to do everything 
he could to block $165m of 
bonuses being paid out at AIG	

US courts press to imprison 
Bernard Madoff for 150 years 
after he pleaded guilty to fraud

Value investors must be watching this 
space very closely. Book values now 
dwarf the market capitalisation of all 
major banks and financial institutions. 
Some speculators are even beginning 
to see general avoidance of financials 
as irrational herding behaviour just 
like that leading up to most big booms 
and subsequently inevitable busts.

Last week Goldman Sachs estimated 
the fair value of the American equity 
market at 47% above current prices. It 
reckoned the equilibrium level, which 
assumes long-term return to a normal 
appetite for risk, was 72% above the 
current value. Many traders have been 
predicting for some time that the worst 
is over and that the market is waiting 
for a trigger for recovery. The Dow ap-
proaching 6500, a level below which 
many thought it would not sink, was 
widely predicted as one such potential 
trigger. 

This happened around March 9th 
and the chart for the last few months 
can now be seen literally kicking back. 
The opportunity to buy low and hope-
fully sell high in maybe as little as a year 
is now irresistible to many. Whilst they 
may well be right, they must remem-
ber that the growth between 2003 and 
2007 resulted from the coincidence of 
a unique combination of factors. Tech-
nological factors, rapid growth in the 
widening club of emerging markets 
and unsustainable lending and bor-
rowing, predominantly in Anglo-Sax-
on economies, amongst other causes 
of growth, collided together. These are 
unlikely to simultaneously reoccur in 
the near future.

Nonetheless before all this, the 
growth of equity markets seemed a 
long term trend. Even the worst of the 

many global financial incidents of re-
cent decades represented road bumps 
in the road to higher prices. Even prior 
to the boom before this latest bust, the 
Dow seemed stable at around 10000 
despite relatively recent recovery from 
the .com boom. But could something 
about this one be unique? 

Niall Ferguson, the financial version 
of Simon Schama, views this as an evo-
lutionary process. History, he argues, 
is rife with examples of weaker finan-
cial systems and companies giving way 
to the strong. This process may even 
be hastened by Brown and Mandel-
son campaigning for tougher global 
regulation.

The industry may be on the life sup-
port of government bailout, as many 
of us are frequently reminded by dis-
gruntled engineering lecturers, but 
it cannot stay that way for ever. The 
stronger firms and better practices 
have emerged dominant. Some, nota-
bly HSBC, are even cautiously talking 
of the potential possibility of maybe 
expanding perhaps, taking advantage 
of the low share prices of their compet-
itors. Warren Buffet, the most success-
ful value investor of all time, is noted 
for preferring �an outstanding compa-
ny at a sensible price� rather than weak 
ones at rock-bottom. 

So it may just about be the right time 
to expect a slow return to long-term 
growth in equity markets. Stocks may 
not quite be as low as they can go, but 
their current values do provide a cush-
ion, at least for those willing to stick 
around for a few years. It may be time 
to go long on the companies that have 
suffered from the recent troubles, but 
probably not yet those that caused 
them.

already started investing in the prop-
erty market and REITs (hedge funds 
for property) are expected to have 
an exceptional five years. The credit 
crunch hasn�t just destroyed credit � 
it has forced it to be re-allocated, and 
start-ups with strong ideas are poised 
to take those investments. 

On top of private funding there are 
dozens of ways in which the state is 
set to help you out. The government 
is currently trying to make the UK 
more competitive and innovative and 
there is a strong case for them to sup-
port the next Microsoft in the UK. As a 
business owner you may be eligible for 
government grants, tax relief and pub-
lic contracts. Provided you�re helping 
the economy, there is a case for them 
to help you.

And once you have funding, in the 
current climate it goes further than it 
used to. People are cheaper than they 
used to be. Government backed mort-
gages are cheaper. Commodities are 
cheaper. Land is cheaper. Office space 
is cheaper. Services (except for bank-
ing) are cheaper. And what�s more you 
can buy all kinds of assets in auctions 
from firms that have gone into receiv-
ership. There is rarely as good a time 
as now to be buying with the long term 
in mind.

And once you�ve got your idea, your 
funding and your assets you need to 
face the market, which although tough, 
won�t be all doom and gloom. For one, 

there�s a global market like never before 
to sell your product - and even though 
it poorer than it used to be a year ago, 
demand for basic, simple goods has 

never been higher. So if you have a 
cheap method of capturing sunlight 
and using to turn water into steam, 
then the world�s your oyster. Have you 
found out a way to make refrigerators 
run off ambient heat? Then you�ve got 
a six billion-person market. Can you 
make a cheap reusable water filter? Be-
cause if you can, you got it made. 

So there you have it - you have an 
amazing opportunity in your hands 
right now. With some vision, hard 
work and luck you could become a 
captain of industry and your odds have 
never looked better. And considering 
that you�re having trouble getting a 
job anyway, what have you got to lose? 
Nothing. 

The firms that 
pioneered this 
new era were 
often rookie 
firms guided by 
young innovators
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The Rogue is less than happy with you ladies
�Culpability lies 
with the desperate 
chaps whose 
lapdog attention 
first encouraged 
your bloated egos�

I s anyone else somewhat ab-
horred by the egotistical behav-
iour of Imperial�s womenfolk? 
Rather than casting this article 
aside, concluding it to be yet 

another sexual frustration induced ha-
rangue, consider my inference; simply 
not possessing a train wreck for a vis-
age or the body of an overweight pre-
teen does not justify conducting your-
self in a manner of nauseating disdain. 
This is not some inflated oversimpli-
fied gender assessment; instead a com-
mentary stimulated by the increasingly 
regular superciliousness one witnesses 
every day. 

The quintessence of Imperial, ex-
cellence in science etc, seems to have 
been substituted inadvertently for 
some form of depressing competition 
for the notice of the better looking fe-
males studying here, who behave with 
a deplorable sense of self-importance. 
This is particularly true for those girls 

who are unacquainted with being per-
ceived in this manner, who were per-
haps bullied in high school and utterly 
overshadowed by prettier, more confi-
dent girls. Now finding themselves in 
an establishment packed with the for-
merly tormented; they can flaunt their 
new authority to an infuriating degree:

Practical experiment: Assume you 
are the epitome of mediocrity. Saunter 
down the walkway and subtly catch the 
eye of the next obviously female stu-
dent. One of two outcomes;

1. She will walk straight past, nose 
in the air. This category of girl has 
been at Imperial far too long, and 
the unremitting attention has ren-
dered her with a delusional quantity 
of self-worth.

2. She will glance at you for just 
a little too long, and then embar-
rassedly accelerate away. Slightly 
less conceited than our subject in re-
sult 1, but as a result self-disapprov-

ing and annoyed that she isn�t more 
of a bitch.

Despite the fun you can have with 
wild generalisations, clearly this net of 
criticism cannot be laid on every girl. 
And predictably, the root of culpabil-
ity lies with the desperate chaps whose 
lapdog attention first encouraged these 
bloated egos. 

Which reminds me; last week I ob-
served a fairly appalling attempt to 
pick up a girl, even by the standards we 
are accustomed to at the Union. Perch-
ing atop the large subwoofer in dB�s, 
with my partner in sneering voyeur-
ism, we observed a collection of fool-
ish miscreants making recurring and 
uncoordinated attempts to dance with 
this moderately attractive/inebriated 
young woman, who appeared over-
whelmingly aware of her contextual 
power. At last all but one remained, 
evidently the most hopeless of the lot. 
As another person knocked into the 

girl in question, our wretched remain-
ing fool caught her and with a look of 
nauseatingly insincere concern on his 
uncivilized face, inquired �Are you al-
right?�, before proceeding to shove the 
other unaware individual with point-
less aggression. You could almost hear 
his mind computing; �Perhaps I�ll try a 
different tact and go for the friend role, 
insinuating others to be the perverts. If 
I appear comparatively less disgusting, 
she may accidentally sleep with me!�. 
Extraordinarily, this clever methodol-
ogy was unsuccessful. 

This story has no relevance to the 
original premise save to illustrate a 
perennial problem in the way men and 
women react to one another; which 
unfortunately is degenerated a shock-
ing amount in this godforsaken estab-
lishment. In other words, the general 
stereotypes of desperate adolescent 
males and vaguely appealing, power 
tripping females is exaggerated beyond 

belief � and spectating certain scenes 
of guy-girl interactions at Imperial is 
like watching a tragic comedy, except 
no one has learnt their lines, and the 
makeup artists are mentally defective. 
The upshot is the inevitable nine times 
out of ten ; the girl subconsciously con-
gratulates herself on the hollow fact 
that someone wanted to copulate with 
her, while the abortive imbecile resigns 
himself to a drinking game with his fel-
low disgruntled chums. My deduction 
is that students like our hopeless case 
in dB�s only serve to make this divide 
between men and women at Imperial 
shoddier, by putting their immediate 
superficial desires before the poten-
tial of a meaningful platonic relation-
ship. And as a result those females who 
aren�t follically challenged and have 
somewhat symmetrical faces can justi-
fy the air of superiority they carry with 
them. Bleak, but candid. 

Until next time. 

I t is ironic being speechless and 
going on to write 800 words for 
a Comment piece this week. 
However, I feel I need to write 
this Comment piece. Not be-

cause I won the election for Felix Edi-
tor, but because I owe this to so many 
people at Imperial.

Over the last two weeks of soul-de-
stroying campaigning for this position, 
I have learnt to appreciate the people 
around me and more so than I have 
ever in my life. 

I�m not going to start listing names, 
even though I feel like I should do, but 
there is one person to whom I am en-
tirely grateful through all of this. As 
we walk off into the sunset of these 
elections, and the credits start roll-
ing, it is Kadhim who I owe most to. 
Despite the rivalry harboured through 
our contesting campaigns over the last 
two weeks, it has always been through 
competition I am proud to have bat-
tled. Kadhim, who had a mere 65 votes 
less than me, would be an Editor Felix 

Dan Wan discovers real friendships in victory
�As we walk off 
into the sunset, 
and the credits 
start rolling, it is 
Kadhim to whom I 
owe most.�

would be proud to have at its helm. 
Kadhim ran his campaign with the 

utmost integrity, and I can only thank 
him for that. In the ever-occurring �heat 
of the moment� situations, we could 
have very easily fallen out as friends 
during the last two weeks. It would 
have been the last thing I would have 
wanted, and scuppering my friendship 
with him would truly not have been 
worth the editorial role in Felix. 

A new rule was announced this year 
that allowed us to �negative campaign� 
against each other. It didn�t need to 
be spoken of that I trusted him not to 
attack me within his campaign, and 
vice versa. Anyway, his campaign was 
strong enough alone without the need 
to negatively campaign against me. As 
the last day of voting ticked over its 
midnight deadline, I only felt a sense 
of massive relief that I didn�t have to 
compete against Kadhim�s seemingly 
omnipresent campaign ever again. 

Throughout the two weeks, my 
perspective of him never wavered. 

Though rivals, it was never bitter. We 
spoke regularly about our campaigns, 
both laughing as we explored the joys 
and stresses that walking around Col-
lege with your own face on your chest 
came with. 

Becoming next year�s Felix Editor how-
ever, is not only my own reward. It is also 
for everyone that helped me during the 
campaign fortnight. Not winning the elec-
tions would have been a massive shame 
to not only myself, but especially to those 
who put so much effort into my cause. I 
am just glad they now get to celebrate their 
own success, and not just mine.

My friends proved themselves to be 
the best friends I have ever known, 
and though I may be caught up in the 
emotion of winning the election, I truly 
mean it. I have reasoned with myself in 
the event that I didn�t win and I came 
to the following conclusion. I realised 
that my friends helping me with my 
campaign; the ones wearing my T-
shirts, the ones giving up their spare 
time to hand out flyers and sugary 

bribes, and the ones supporting me at 
hustings, really pulled out all the stops 
for me. There were times started to 
question why I was actually running 
for the position and times when I felt I 
was one step behind other campaigns, 
but they created a haven away from 
elections and College, where I could 
relax and reassess. At times, their hon-
esty seemed harsh, but I always knew it 
was for my best interests. I�m glad one 
of them had the balls to tell me, albeit 
quite tactfully, that my pre-lecture an-
nouncements were, compared to Ka-
dhim�s like watching a calves enter an 
abattoir.

To the people that approached me 
with such enthusiasm about the elec-
tion race highlighted a bigger issue that 
is only a benefit to Felix. The fact that 
Kadhim, Zoe and I managed to rack up 
a record total of 2,900 votes for the Fe-
lix Editor election alone, is testament 
to the excitement of the race. The im-
portant thing is that we managed to 
get so many more people interested in 

Felix and its outcome. That can only 
benefit Felix and College life.

Beyond people I know, I was hon-
estly overwhelmed by people�s willing-
ness to listen to me as I interrupted 
their quiet pint at the Union to shove 
a leaflet and sweet in their face. This 
Comment piece seems the only way of 
reaching out to everyone that spoke 
to me, whether I knew you or not. I 
have met so many people along the last 
two weeks that I am grateful for their 
time. Though I initially hated talk-
ing to strangers, I came to enjoy the 
experience. Campaigning gave me a 
great reason to approach anyone and 
everyone. 

I hope, as Felix Editor throughout 
next year, I will be able to speak and lis-
ten to your opinions and ideas for Felix 
just as much I did during the last two 
weeks. I hope you will be just as recep-
tive too, because as clichØ as it may 
sound, I want to bring the newspaper 
back to you, as the readers, the writers 
and the editors.
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The big debate: Flying for science

felix was privy to a debate on Wednes-
day afternoon entitled �Flying for 
Science�. Held at Imperial College�s 
Silwood Park campus in the bucolic 
Berkshire surroundings, three sci-
entists from different backgrounds 
discussed the issue of whether using 
air travel to get to conferences or to 
perform fieldwork was justifiable or 
hypocritical, given the significant (and 
growing) contribution of air travel 
emissions towards climate change. 
The IPCC calculate that global emis-
sions from flying make up 3.5% of total 
greenhouse gases; this is predicted to 
rise to 15% by 2050.

Arguing the case for and against were 
Sir Malcolm Green, founder of the 
British Lung Foundation, and former 
head of the National Heart and Lung 
Institute (NHLI), who has lately taken 
an interest in climate change with an 
article published in the BMJ entitled, 
�Are international medical confer-
ences an outdated luxury the planet 
can�t afford?�; Professor EJ Milner-
Gulland, head of the Imperial College 
Conservation Science research group 
and founder of the Saiga Conservation 
Alliance; and Tim Coulson, Profes-
sor of Population Biology at Imperial 
and winner of the 2007 ZSL Scientific 
Medal. 

To kick off the debate, Professor 
Green outlined his belief that confer-
ences, particularly large-scale medical 
conferences (some of which, for ex-
ample the American Cardiology Soci-
ety�s annual shindig, host up to 45,000 
people) are a separate matter to field-
work. One �small� (in medical terms) 
conference, of say 15,000 people, emits 
over 10,000 tonnes of carbon from re-
searchers and doctors flying in from as 
many as 50 different countries. To put 
this in context, this is the equivalent of 
the yearly emissions of 2000 UK citi-
zens, 11,000 Indians, or 110,000 Chad-
ians. As he put it, this is �a significant 
amount of CO2�.

He then went on to estimate the to-
tal emissions from one year�s worth 
of medical conferences � a rather 
conservative assumption of 60 in his 
thought experiment, split evenly be-
tween America, Europe and Asia/Aus-
tralia � at around half a million Indian 
people-years (i.e. per person yearly 
emissions); this equates to the CO2 
consumption of well over 100 million 
hectares of rainforest.

So, how many conferences do Pro-

Felix Whitton
Science Correspondent

I n early 1900s Nikola Tesla revo-
lutionized the way we use elec-
tricity and paved the way for the 
life-style of the 20th century. 
Now an electric car named af-

ter this great physicist is set to change 
the way we drive in the 21st century. 
Tesla Roadster is one of the first elec-
tric sports cars. It is stylish, fast and 
has been making headlines all over 
the world. Most recently, Boris John-
son wrote about the car in his column 
in the Telegraph. He says: �...having 
driven the Tesla I have something like 
the same sense of revelation. Of course 
this is not new technology, but electric 
cars have evidently reached a point of 
development where they are now in 
serious competition with conventional 
machines.� He enjoyed the ride in the 
first Tesla Roadster in Britain and obvi-
ously impressed asked: �But shouldn�t 
we be making similar batteries and 
cars in this country?�

Tesla returns to electrify Europe
The car is produced in California by 

the Tesla Motors company, but the first 
shipment of 250 cars for the European 
market is now available from their web-
site. You can also join the waiting list 
for the 2010 standard European edition. 
The price is 99,000 euros. Being 100% 
electric, with top speed of 200km/h and 
acceleration from 0-100 km/h in just 
3.9s, this car is designed to impress. So, 
now you can save the environment and 
avoid the congestion charge while driv-
ing an enviously cool car.

Boris Johnson, London�s mayor, re-
cently announced plans to introduce 
the electric car hire scheme in attempt 
to make London the �electric capital of 
Europe�. �I think this [electric vehicle 
technology] is something we should be 
really leading on.�

�I think we should be making London 
the electric capital of Europe, and that�s 
why we are going to be greatly expand-
ing our support for charging points 

around London.� he told the Guardian.
The New York Times recently re-

ported on another advance for the 
electric car revolution. Shai Agassi 
from company called Better Place has 
got several countries including Israel, 
Netherlands, Canada and Japan, signed 
up for the electric-car charging stations 
scheme. This scheme involves building 
infrastructure that would allow electric 
car drivers to exchange their batteries 
when they get low on energy. Instead 
of having to charge your battery every 
time it gets low, you could just drive to 
the closest station and get them to fit 
you with a fully charged battery in just 
a couple of minutes. Payment could be 
made per battery exchange: pay-as-
you-go, or by subscription, so you pay 
certain amount monthly and you can 
exchange your batteries as often as you 
need them. With these charging sta-
tions in place, there would be nothing 
stopping the electric car revolution. T

he technology is already here, and it is 
good enough to replace the convetional 
combustion engine cars. The main 
problem so far were consumers afraid 
they would run out of power in their 
electric cars and be stuck; with new 
charging stations in place one would 
not have to worry about this. �The bat-
tery is a consumable part of the car, just 
like gasoline,� Mr. Agassi told the NYT. 
�Cars in the 1950s only went about 100 
miles on a tank of gas, and that problem 
was solved by installing an infrastruc-
ture of gas stations.�

There are also several European-
produced electric cars, French Venu-
tri Fetish comes in limited edition and 
costs 297,000 euros, and still in concept 
phase are the Hungarian Antro Solo 
and Venturi Voltage. 

Mico Tatalovic maps out the arrival of cool electric cars to Europe.

 French Venturi Voltage

Is flying really bad for the environment and should we even be talking about it when they are bigger 
questions still to be adressed?

fessors Coulson and Milner-Gulland 
attend each year, the chair asked? Re-
markably few, as it happens; Prof Coul-
son prefers smaller-scale workshops 
(large conferences, he said, are a �waste 
of time�), and Prof Milner-Gulland 
only flies to one a year (the Society for 
Conservation Biology Annual Meet-
ing, which is carbon neutral).

Are there any points in favour of 
large conferences, asked Sir Green? 
The usual arguments can be dismissed 
easily; meeting colleagues? only ones 
from your own country; sightseeing? 
most conferences are held in �godawful 
places�. So what draws such large num-
bers of people? Partly vested interests 
on the part of organisers, conferences 
centres, host cities, and big pharma 
(but there is a move towards video-
conferences from some companies, for 
example GlaxoSmithKline).

There is also, according to Sir Green, 
an unwillingness on the part of scien-
tists to use new technologies � after all, 
businesses, financial institutions, oil 
companies, even teenagers have seen 
the light of virtual get-togethers.

Professor Milner-Gulland was next 
to argue her case. Playing the devil�s 
advocate she professed to �not care� 
about her carbon footprint. The train, 
ferry, bus... whatever alternative form 
of transport was available simply took 
too long, and she would rather spend 
time with her family. To qualify her 
statement, she said that flying was the 
least of her �eco sins� � with only six or 
seven flights a year, she said �I don�t fly 
enough�, and thinks the daily drive to 
work and having a child are far more 
worthy of environmental damnation. 
Although we may beg to differ, she 
does have a point � long-haul flights 
are a necessary evil if your work relies 
upon you meeting people face to face 
in order to train them or gain their 
trust.

Milner-Gulland also questioned the 
value of offsetting one�s flights � there 
is too much room for ambiguity, many 
schemes are open to abuse and un-
trustworthy, and you can�t even be sure 
of what you are doing is helping. In her 
opinion, you are better off giving your 
money to FFI (Flora and Fauna Inter-
national) or Oxfam.

Finally, Professor Coulson argued 
that by even having this debate, we 
were missing the point. Calling for 
fewer flights is akin to �shuffling deck-
chairs as the Titanic goes down�; there 
are far greater problems requiring our 
focus. The IPCC projections are stark. 
In the near future vast tracts of agri-

Science Museum launches online source for medical students
Mico Tatalovic
Science Editor

Brought to Life: Exploring the History of 
Medicine is a new multimedia website. 
At the heart of the first phase of the 
project are 2,500 significant objects 
covering centuries of medical history 
from around the world. While Brought 
to Life is aimed at GCSE History stu-
dents studying the �Medicine Through 
Time� module, and undergraduates 
studying the history of medicine, the 
website also includes material sup-
porting other GCSE subjects and con-
tent for anyone with an interest in the 
topic. 

Supported by the Wellcome Trust, 
the website will provide access to 
items from the Wellcome Trust col-
lection held by the Science Museum. 
Many of these fascinating objects will 

N ikola Tesla invented 
electricity as we know 
it today. Without his 
inventions we could 
kiss goodbye to com-

puters, TVs and radios, trains and 
neon lights. Tesla�s invention of the 
induction motor allowed alternat-
ing current to be produced and used 
worldwide, something unimaginable 
with the way electricity was pro-
duced prior to his ideas. 

Born in 1856, Tesla�s teacher in 
Graz, Austria later told him it was 
impossible to produce alternating 
current; it would be �perpetuum 
mobile�, he said. Nevertheless, the 
Croatian-born genius, while walk-
ing one day in a park in Budapest 
and quoting his favourite passage 

from Goethe�s Faust, suddenly had an 
idea that would change the world. He 
sketched a diagram on the sand in the 
park and later copied it to paper. 

After being ignored by European in-
vestors, he travelled to New York with 
four pennies, a sketch and a recom-
mendation in his pocket. The recom-
mendation was from the director of a 
power plant in Germany addressed to 
Thomas Edison saying: �I know two 
great men. One is yourself, the other 
is the young man in front of you�. 

However, after doing some work 
for Edison, who was reluctant to hear 
about alternating current since he was 
investing in his ideas of direct cur-
rent, Tesla was refused his salary and 
made fun of. This was a beginning of 
a life-long dislike of Edison, who was 
previously his role-model, which cul-
minated in Tesla�s refusal to share a 
Nobel prize for physics with him in 
1915, according to some. 

Tesla was a pacifist and a humanist, 
a man who wanted electricity to be 
available to everyone for free. His wish 
to bring this free energy by a renewa-
ble source and by wireless transfer led 
him to invest all he earned into new 
research and inventions. Sadly, this led 
to him dying penniless � even though 
most of the world�s economy was pow-
ered by his idea for electricity.

Yet, before his death he managed 

not only to make possible wide scale 
use and transfer of electricity but he 
also invented the radio � not Mar-
coni as is widely thought. He also 
took the first ever X-ray photos, in-
vented neon lighting and designed 
the first ever remote control. 

He also had some more bizarre 
ideas; he attempted to design elec-
tric death rays that would lead to 
cessation of all wars, and came up 
with a power plant that could reap 
cosmic energy and transmit elec-
tricity through the atmosphere or 
the soil � so people would get the 
electricity for free using simple re-
ceiving in-ground devices. His in-
vestors were (perhaps unsurprising-
ly) reluctant to fund this research!

Tesla�s vibrant life and strokes of 
genius were often exploited by oth-
ers due to his own high regard and 
trust of others. Nowadays he is re-
membered by science and his legacy 
continues today. 

Last year marked the 150th an-
niversary of Tesla�s birth in a small 
Croatian village of Smiljan to a re-
ligious Serbian family. Croatia and 
Serbia both proclaimed 2006 to be 
the year of Nikola Tesla; postage 
stamps were dedicated to him and 
Belgrade airport was even renamed 
Nikola Tesla Airport � praise indeed 
for the Serbian genius. 

Who was Nikola Tesla?

 Hungarian Antro Solo

French Venturi Fetish

American Tesla Roadster

cultural land will be lost, towns and 
cities will be at risk from rising sea 
levels, and a significant amount of bio-
diversity will be at risk of extinction. 
To cope, he argued, we should move 
away from petty debates on flying and 
double-glazing our homes, and instead 
address broader questions on our �will 
and capability to re-engineer society�.

It has quickly become apparent, he 
argued, that initial predictions for cli-
mate change were too conservative. 
Time is running out fast, and we need 
quick approaches such as geo-engi-
neering (for example ocean seeding) 
and reducing population growth (as a 
demographer, albeit of animals, Prof 
Coulson is certainly knowledgeable on 
this subject). Perhaps most important-
ly, as a society we �must think in more 
abstract ways� in order to adapt and 
survive. If this involves getting brilliant 
minds together in large numbers, then 
this is a necessary evil.

The debate was opened to the floor 
next. Various people pointed out that 
small-scale individual action often felt 
like it achieved nothing, which tends 
to foster apathy, especially in younger 
generations. On top of this, knowledge 
itself is not enough; to make a deci-
sion not to fly but to travel by train is 
a luxury (albeit a less convenient one), 

and to have the luxury of such a choice 
one needs resources. Thus, to gain re-
sources requires flying to conferences 
to hobnob with superiors and (hope-
fully) get a better job.

Prof Coulson agreed, saying that the 
�big ideas� and technologies to deal 
with climate change will only come 
from discussion between people from 
different cultures and with different 
experiences. Sir Green, on the other 
hand, argued that the responsibility 
for making a difference lies with our 
generation, and that not flying costs no 
money and is something everyone can 
address (as opposed to planting a for-
est). He said we in the developed West, 
by not taking a lead on the matter, are 
not only responsible but �complacent�.

Coulson replied that even stopping 
all flights tomorrow would only buy us 
a couple of years; to which Sir Green 
quoted the Chinese proverb: �A jour-
ney of a thousand miles begins with 
one step�. Choosing not to fly is sim-
ply the most practical step available to 
most of us.

Prof Milner-Gulland was asked if 
it was not possible to incorporate a 
phase-out of air travel with more local 
training of people in countries where 
conservationists, and other scientists, 
work. Yes, she said, getting local peo-

ple working is a crucial component of 
her work. However, conservation is an 
international discipline, and it remains 
important to have real, as well as vir-
tual, contact with people.

Finally, Sir Green drew an analogy 
with the campaign against smoking, 
which began in the 1950s with a few 
scientists pitting their evidence against 
the might of the tobacco companies, 
and ended with an EU-wide ban on 
tobacco advertising in 1991 (and of 
course, most recently with the ban on 
smoking in public places in 2007). He 
said that it was important to focus on 
something �difficult but achievable�, 
which with luck can result in a sea-
change of opinion and behaviour. 

Whether or not in this crisis we have 
the luxury of time afforded to the anti-
tobacco brigade is doubtful, and this 
observer isn�t convinced that flying is 
the right cause to focus on. There are 
other threats, some with a far greater 
contribution towards carbon emis-
sions; as NASA�s top climate expert 
James Hansen recently made clear, 

�You have to keep the eye on the ball 
and not waste your efforts. The number 
one enemy is coal and we should never 
forget that.�
Felix Whitton is editor of
www.conservationtoday.org

be on view for the first time, while oth-
ers are also on display in the Science 
Museum galleries �Science and Art of 
Medicine�, �Glimpses of Medical Histo-

ry� and �Health Matters�. These include 
Renaissance treasures such as rare 
anatomical wax models and books; 
early surgical instruments; leech jars; 
artificial limbs and iron lungs.

The site initially covers ten themes, 
rising to sixteen in later phases, 
stretching back to the earliest forms 
of surgery and forward to the present 
day. They cover diseases and epidem-
ics, medicine and belief, and the pio-
neers of medical science. Each subject 
is explored with detailed analysis and 
commentary by expert historians and 
curators. 

The site�s themes are explored using 
text and multimedia, with each sec-
tion�s featured object linking in turn 
to a further 200-250 related exhibits. 
Following the launch on 2nd of March 
2009, Brought to Life will be further 
developed, with 4,000 objects becom-

ing available for close examination on 
the site by 2011. 

Project Director Robert Bud, the 
Science Museum�s Principal Curator 
for Medicine, said: �We are proud to 
be introducing a resource that is des-
tined to become an acknowledged key 
tool for students and their teachers. 
..But as well as providing a vital serv-
ice, it is also a new source of thousands 
of fascinating stories and facts which 
will enthral anybody with an interest 
in medical history.�

Clare Matterson, Director of Medi-
cine, Society and History at the Well-
come Trust, commented: �Henry Well-
come was an avid collector of anything 
and everything to do with medicine 
and culture, up until his death in 1936. 
Brought to Life is a wonderful comple-
ment to the galleries at Wellcome Col-
lection, the Science Museum and else-

where, which can only ever display the 
tip of the iceberg in terms of what he 
left for future generations to explore.

�While the website is primarily 
aimed at students, the vast range of 
objects that can be viewed, along 
with the accompanying detail, means 
Brought to Life is fascinating for eve-
ryone with an interest in the history of 
medicine.�

The new Tesla Roadster, as seen on Top Gear, you know you love it!
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The big debate: Flying for science

felix was privy to a debate on Wednes-
day afternoon entitled �Flying for 
Science�. Held at Imperial College�s 
Silwood Park campus in the bucolic 
Berkshire surroundings, three sci-
entists from different backgrounds 
discussed the issue of whether using 
air travel to get to conferences or to 
perform fieldwork was justifiable or 
hypocritical, given the significant (and 
growing) contribution of air travel 
emissions towards climate change. 
The IPCC calculate that global emis-
sions from flying make up 3.5% of total 
greenhouse gases; this is predicted to 
rise to 15% by 2050.

Arguing the case for and against were 
Sir Malcolm Green, founder of the 
British Lung Foundation, and former 
head of the National Heart and Lung 
Institute (NHLI), who has lately taken 
an interest in climate change with an 
article published in the BMJ entitled, 
�Are international medical confer-
ences an outdated luxury the planet 
can�t afford?�; Professor EJ Milner-
Gulland, head of the Imperial College 
Conservation Science research group 
and founder of the Saiga Conservation 
Alliance; and Tim Coulson, Profes-
sor of Population Biology at Imperial 
and winner of the 2007 ZSL Scientific 
Medal. 

To kick off the debate, Professor 
Green outlined his belief that confer-
ences, particularly large-scale medical 
conferences (some of which, for ex-
ample the American Cardiology Soci-
ety�s annual shindig, host up to 45,000 
people) are a separate matter to field-
work. One �small� (in medical terms) 
conference, of say 15,000 people, emits 
over 10,000 tonnes of carbon from re-
searchers and doctors flying in from as 
many as 50 different countries. To put 
this in context, this is the equivalent of 
the yearly emissions of 2000 UK citi-
zens, 11,000 Indians, or 110,000 Chad-
ians. As he put it, this is �a significant 
amount of CO2�.

He then went on to estimate the to-
tal emissions from one year�s worth 
of medical conferences � a rather 
conservative assumption of 60 in his 
thought experiment, split evenly be-
tween America, Europe and Asia/Aus-
tralia � at around half a million Indian 
people-years (i.e. per person yearly 
emissions); this equates to the CO2 
consumption of well over 100 million 
hectares of rainforest.

So, how many conferences do Pro-

Felix Whitton
Science Correspondent

I n early 1900s Nikola Tesla revo-
lutionized the way we use elec-
tricity and paved the way for the 
life-style of the 20th century. 
Now an electric car named af-

ter this great physicist is set to change 
the way we drive in the 21st century. 
Tesla Roadster is one of the first elec-
tric sports cars. It is stylish, fast and 
has been making headlines all over 
the world. Most recently, Boris John-
son wrote about the car in his column 
in the Telegraph. He says: �...having 
driven the Tesla I have something like 
the same sense of revelation. Of course 
this is not new technology, but electric 
cars have evidently reached a point of 
development where they are now in 
serious competition with conventional 
machines.� He enjoyed the ride in the 
first Tesla Roadster in Britain and obvi-
ously impressed asked: �But shouldn�t 
we be making similar batteries and 
cars in this country?�

Tesla returns to electrify Europe
The car is produced in California by 

the Tesla Motors company, but the first 
shipment of 250 cars for the European 
market is now available from their web-
site. You can also join the waiting list 
for the 2010 standard European edition. 
The price is 99,000 euros. Being 100% 
electric, with top speed of 200km/h and 
acceleration from 0-100 km/h in just 
3.9s, this car is designed to impress. So, 
now you can save the environment and 
avoid the congestion charge while driv-
ing an enviously cool car.

Boris Johnson, London�s mayor, re-
cently announced plans to introduce 
the electric car hire scheme in attempt 
to make London the �electric capital of 
Europe�. �I think this [electric vehicle 
technology] is something we should be 
really leading on.�

�I think we should be making London 
the electric capital of Europe, and that�s 
why we are going to be greatly expand-
ing our support for charging points 

around London.� he told the Guardian.
The New York Times recently re-

ported on another advance for the 
electric car revolution. Shai Agassi 
from company called Better Place has 
got several countries including Israel, 
Netherlands, Canada and Japan, signed 
up for the electric-car charging stations 
scheme. This scheme involves building 
infrastructure that would allow electric 
car drivers to exchange their batteries 
when they get low on energy. Instead 
of having to charge your battery every 
time it gets low, you could just drive to 
the closest station and get them to fit 
you with a fully charged battery in just 
a couple of minutes. Payment could be 
made per battery exchange: pay-as-
you-go, or by subscription, so you pay 
certain amount monthly and you can 
exchange your batteries as often as you 
need them. With these charging sta-
tions in place, there would be nothing 
stopping the electric car revolution. T

he technology is already here, and it is 
good enough to replace the convetional 
combustion engine cars. The main 
problem so far were consumers afraid 
they would run out of power in their 
electric cars and be stuck; with new 
charging stations in place one would 
not have to worry about this. �The bat-
tery is a consumable part of the car, just 
like gasoline,� Mr. Agassi told the NYT. 
�Cars in the 1950s only went about 100 
miles on a tank of gas, and that problem 
was solved by installing an infrastruc-
ture of gas stations.�

There are also several European-
produced electric cars, French Venu-
tri Fetish comes in limited edition and 
costs 297,000 euros, and still in concept 
phase are the Hungarian Antro Solo 
and Venturi Voltage. 

Mico Tatalovic maps out the arrival of cool electric cars to Europe.

 French Venturi Voltage

Is flying really bad for the environment and should we even be talking about it when they are bigger 
questions still to be adressed?

fessors Coulson and Milner-Gulland 
attend each year, the chair asked? Re-
markably few, as it happens; Prof Coul-
son prefers smaller-scale workshops 
(large conferences, he said, are a �waste 
of time�), and Prof Milner-Gulland 
only flies to one a year (the Society for 
Conservation Biology Annual Meet-
ing, which is carbon neutral).

Are there any points in favour of 
large conferences, asked Sir Green? 
The usual arguments can be dismissed 
easily; meeting colleagues? only ones 
from your own country; sightseeing? 
most conferences are held in �godawful 
places�. So what draws such large num-
bers of people? Partly vested interests 
on the part of organisers, conferences 
centres, host cities, and big pharma 
(but there is a move towards video-
conferences from some companies, for 
example GlaxoSmithKline).

There is also, according to Sir Green, 
an unwillingness on the part of scien-
tists to use new technologies � after all, 
businesses, financial institutions, oil 
companies, even teenagers have seen 
the light of virtual get-togethers.

Professor Milner-Gulland was next 
to argue her case. Playing the devil�s 
advocate she professed to �not care� 
about her carbon footprint. The train, 
ferry, bus... whatever alternative form 
of transport was available simply took 
too long, and she would rather spend 
time with her family. To qualify her 
statement, she said that flying was the 
least of her �eco sins� � with only six or 
seven flights a year, she said �I don�t fly 
enough�, and thinks the daily drive to 
work and having a child are far more 
worthy of environmental damnation. 
Although we may beg to differ, she 
does have a point � long-haul flights 
are a necessary evil if your work relies 
upon you meeting people face to face 
in order to train them or gain their 
trust.

Milner-Gulland also questioned the 
value of offsetting one�s flights � there 
is too much room for ambiguity, many 
schemes are open to abuse and un-
trustworthy, and you can�t even be sure 
of what you are doing is helping. In her 
opinion, you are better off giving your 
money to FFI (Flora and Fauna Inter-
national) or Oxfam.

Finally, Professor Coulson argued 
that by even having this debate, we 
were missing the point. Calling for 
fewer flights is akin to �shuffling deck-
chairs as the Titanic goes down�; there 
are far greater problems requiring our 
focus. The IPCC projections are stark. 
In the near future vast tracts of agri-

Science Museum launches online source for medical students
Mico Tatalovic
Science Editor

Brought to Life: Exploring the History of 
Medicine is a new multimedia website. 
At the heart of the first phase of the 
project are 2,500 significant objects 
covering centuries of medical history 
from around the world. While Brought 
to Life is aimed at GCSE History stu-
dents studying the �Medicine Through 
Time� module, and undergraduates 
studying the history of medicine, the 
website also includes material sup-
porting other GCSE subjects and con-
tent for anyone with an interest in the 
topic. 

Supported by the Wellcome Trust, 
the website will provide access to 
items from the Wellcome Trust col-
lection held by the Science Museum. 
Many of these fascinating objects will 

N ikola Tesla invented 
electricity as we know 
it today. Without his 
inventions we could 
kiss goodbye to com-

puters, TVs and radios, trains and 
neon lights. Tesla�s invention of the 
induction motor allowed alternat-
ing current to be produced and used 
worldwide, something unimaginable 
with the way electricity was pro-
duced prior to his ideas. 

Born in 1856, Tesla�s teacher in 
Graz, Austria later told him it was 
impossible to produce alternating 
current; it would be �perpetuum 
mobile�, he said. Nevertheless, the 
Croatian-born genius, while walk-
ing one day in a park in Budapest 
and quoting his favourite passage 

from Goethe�s Faust, suddenly had an 
idea that would change the world. He 
sketched a diagram on the sand in the 
park and later copied it to paper. 

After being ignored by European in-
vestors, he travelled to New York with 
four pennies, a sketch and a recom-
mendation in his pocket. The recom-
mendation was from the director of a 
power plant in Germany addressed to 
Thomas Edison saying: �I know two 
great men. One is yourself, the other 
is the young man in front of you�. 

However, after doing some work 
for Edison, who was reluctant to hear 
about alternating current since he was 
investing in his ideas of direct cur-
rent, Tesla was refused his salary and 
made fun of. This was a beginning of 
a life-long dislike of Edison, who was 
previously his role-model, which cul-
minated in Tesla�s refusal to share a 
Nobel prize for physics with him in 
1915, according to some. 

Tesla was a pacifist and a humanist, 
a man who wanted electricity to be 
available to everyone for free. His wish 
to bring this free energy by a renewa-
ble source and by wireless transfer led 
him to invest all he earned into new 
research and inventions. Sadly, this led 
to him dying penniless � even though 
most of the world�s economy was pow-
ered by his idea for electricity.

Yet, before his death he managed 

not only to make possible wide scale 
use and transfer of electricity but he 
also invented the radio � not Mar-
coni as is widely thought. He also 
took the first ever X-ray photos, in-
vented neon lighting and designed 
the first ever remote control. 

He also had some more bizarre 
ideas; he attempted to design elec-
tric death rays that would lead to 
cessation of all wars, and came up 
with a power plant that could reap 
cosmic energy and transmit elec-
tricity through the atmosphere or 
the soil � so people would get the 
electricity for free using simple re-
ceiving in-ground devices. His in-
vestors were (perhaps unsurprising-
ly) reluctant to fund this research!

Tesla�s vibrant life and strokes of 
genius were often exploited by oth-
ers due to his own high regard and 
trust of others. Nowadays he is re-
membered by science and his legacy 
continues today. 

Last year marked the 150th an-
niversary of Tesla�s birth in a small 
Croatian village of Smiljan to a re-
ligious Serbian family. Croatia and 
Serbia both proclaimed 2006 to be 
the year of Nikola Tesla; postage 
stamps were dedicated to him and 
Belgrade airport was even renamed 
Nikola Tesla Airport � praise indeed 
for the Serbian genius. 

Who was Nikola Tesla?

 Hungarian Antro Solo

French Venturi Fetish

American Tesla Roadster

cultural land will be lost, towns and 
cities will be at risk from rising sea 
levels, and a significant amount of bio-
diversity will be at risk of extinction. 
To cope, he argued, we should move 
away from petty debates on flying and 
double-glazing our homes, and instead 
address broader questions on our �will 
and capability to re-engineer society�.

It has quickly become apparent, he 
argued, that initial predictions for cli-
mate change were too conservative. 
Time is running out fast, and we need 
quick approaches such as geo-engi-
neering (for example ocean seeding) 
and reducing population growth (as a 
demographer, albeit of animals, Prof 
Coulson is certainly knowledgeable on 
this subject). Perhaps most important-
ly, as a society we �must think in more 
abstract ways� in order to adapt and 
survive. If this involves getting brilliant 
minds together in large numbers, then 
this is a necessary evil.

The debate was opened to the floor 
next. Various people pointed out that 
small-scale individual action often felt 
like it achieved nothing, which tends 
to foster apathy, especially in younger 
generations. On top of this, knowledge 
itself is not enough; to make a deci-
sion not to fly but to travel by train is 
a luxury (albeit a less convenient one), 

and to have the luxury of such a choice 
one needs resources. Thus, to gain re-
sources requires flying to conferences 
to hobnob with superiors and (hope-
fully) get a better job.

Prof Coulson agreed, saying that the 
�big ideas� and technologies to deal 
with climate change will only come 
from discussion between people from 
different cultures and with different 
experiences. Sir Green, on the other 
hand, argued that the responsibility 
for making a difference lies with our 
generation, and that not flying costs no 
money and is something everyone can 
address (as opposed to planting a for-
est). He said we in the developed West, 
by not taking a lead on the matter, are 
not only responsible but �complacent�.

Coulson replied that even stopping 
all flights tomorrow would only buy us 
a couple of years; to which Sir Green 
quoted the Chinese proverb: �A jour-
ney of a thousand miles begins with 
one step�. Choosing not to fly is sim-
ply the most practical step available to 
most of us.

Prof Milner-Gulland was asked if 
it was not possible to incorporate a 
phase-out of air travel with more local 
training of people in countries where 
conservationists, and other scientists, 
work. Yes, she said, getting local peo-

ple working is a crucial component of 
her work. However, conservation is an 
international discipline, and it remains 
important to have real, as well as vir-
tual, contact with people.

Finally, Sir Green drew an analogy 
with the campaign against smoking, 
which began in the 1950s with a few 
scientists pitting their evidence against 
the might of the tobacco companies, 
and ended with an EU-wide ban on 
tobacco advertising in 1991 (and of 
course, most recently with the ban on 
smoking in public places in 2007). He 
said that it was important to focus on 
something �difficult but achievable�, 
which with luck can result in a sea-
change of opinion and behaviour. 

Whether or not in this crisis we have 
the luxury of time afforded to the anti-
tobacco brigade is doubtful, and this 
observer isn�t convinced that flying is 
the right cause to focus on. There are 
other threats, some with a far greater 
contribution towards carbon emis-
sions; as NASA�s top climate expert 
James Hansen recently made clear, 

�You have to keep the eye on the ball 
and not waste your efforts. The number 
one enemy is coal and we should never 
forget that.�
Felix Whitton is editor of
www.conservationtoday.org

be on view for the first time, while oth-
ers are also on display in the Science 
Museum galleries �Science and Art of 
Medicine�, �Glimpses of Medical Histo-

ry� and �Health Matters�. These include 
Renaissance treasures such as rare 
anatomical wax models and books; 
early surgical instruments; leech jars; 
artificial limbs and iron lungs.

The site initially covers ten themes, 
rising to sixteen in later phases, 
stretching back to the earliest forms 
of surgery and forward to the present 
day. They cover diseases and epidem-
ics, medicine and belief, and the pio-
neers of medical science. Each subject 
is explored with detailed analysis and 
commentary by expert historians and 
curators. 

The site�s themes are explored using 
text and multimedia, with each sec-
tion�s featured object linking in turn 
to a further 200-250 related exhibits. 
Following the launch on 2nd of March 
2009, Brought to Life will be further 
developed, with 4,000 objects becom-

ing available for close examination on 
the site by 2011. 

Project Director Robert Bud, the 
Science Museum�s Principal Curator 
for Medicine, said: �We are proud to 
be introducing a resource that is des-
tined to become an acknowledged key 
tool for students and their teachers. 
..But as well as providing a vital serv-
ice, it is also a new source of thousands 
of fascinating stories and facts which 
will enthral anybody with an interest 
in medical history.�

Clare Matterson, Director of Medi-
cine, Society and History at the Well-
come Trust, commented: �Henry Well-
come was an avid collector of anything 
and everything to do with medicine 
and culture, up until his death in 1936. 
Brought to Life is a wonderful comple-
ment to the galleries at Wellcome Col-
lection, the Science Museum and else-

where, which can only ever display the 
tip of the iceberg in terms of what he 
left for future generations to explore.

�While the website is primarily 
aimed at students, the vast range of 
objects that can be viewed, along 
with the accompanying detail, means 
Brought to Life is fascinating for eve-
ryone with an interest in the history of 
medicine.�

The new Tesla Roadster, as seen on Top Gear, you know you love it!
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Wildlife exhibition at the Humanities

There are two galleries in the Sherfield 
Building on the main Imperial Cam-
pus: Blyth Gallery on the fifth floor 
specialising in fine arts and Depart-
ment of Humanities� exhibition space 
on the third floor specialising in sci-art 
exhibitions. 

Blyth Gallery also occasionally shows 
science-related exhibits, such as recent 
art produced by scientist through the 
Leonardo Society and the upcoming 
Medical Engineering students� exhi-
bition. At the Humanities� exhibition 
space there is currently an exhibition 
of wildlife drawings aimed at raising 
awarness about wildlife and biodiver-
sity issues.

Nicolas Philippakis, featured artist, 
has spent most of his life in England, 
but was also educated in Greece and 
South Africa. He went to secondary 
school in Oxford (England) and then 
studied law at the University of Not-

Mico Tatalovic
Science Editor

tingham. Nicolas has been doing art-
work as a fun hobby in various forms 
since his early childhood. 

Finding the legal profession far too 
constricting, he decided to make a life 
change and get back to art, his first love. 
While in South Africa he had been on 

safari with his family, he became inter-
ested in wild animals and came to ap-
preciate their diversity, living freely in 
a natural environment.

 Nowadays many species are threat-
ened with extinction. The drawings on 
display in the Humanities department 
at Imperial College are offered as a 
reminder of the beauty of our wildlife 

heritage. 
Climate change and green issues are 

now at the forefront of many young 
students� consciousness and Nicolas 
believes that more attention to the 
natural environment is essential as so 
much of it is being destroyed before 
our very eyes.

The original drawings were created 
in pencil and, in the case of the chee-
tah and gazelle picture, in charcoal. 
Nicolas used shades of black and grey 
to make the images stand out clearly in 
the art space provided. The works on 
display at Imperial are gicle prints of 
the original and are a limited edition of 
twenty each. Prices are available at the 
Humanities Department Reception in 
the Sherfield Building.

Watch this space for the colourful 
upcoming science comics exhibition 
that will go up simultaneously at the 
Humanities and virtually in Second 
Life at the House of Science: http://
slurl.com/secondlife/Haddath/79/99/
69/?title=Zoonomian.

Just how creative can a scientist be? If 
you look at any scientific innovation 
you will find it already has its roots in 
nature. It seems scientists and engi-
neers are merely inspired by what they 
see every day in plants and creatures. 

 The Technology, Entertainment, 
Design conference (TED) is held an-
nually and invites some of the world�s 
most inspired thinkers to share their 
views on science, business and the arts. 
The event had previously been hosted 
by the likes of Bill Gates, Al Gore and 
Jane Goodall. This year�s conference is 
taking place in Oxford in July. 

The subject of learning from evolu-
tion was touched on in one of these 
lectures by UC Berkeley biologist 
Robert Full. Full believes that exam-
ples from nature are sometimes over-

Nature’s design: are engineers ever creative?
engineered for the purpose that we re-
quire. The challenge for the engineers 
is that they should only consider the 
necessary details, and the example 
he gives is of building an automobile 
which has, inside it, a factory in which 
you can make another automobile. 

Full�s research concerns locomotion 
in robots and studying techniques in 
nature that allow creatures to go, ba-
sically, anywhere. He found that two, 
four, six and eight legged creatures 
all exert similar forces on the ground; 
they all bounce and can be modelled 
as spring-mass systems or, in simpler 
terms, a pogo stick. 

He went on to work together with 
mathematicians to create a model 
which imitates this movement and 
found that the model was able to self-
stabilise without being directly aware 
of its surroundings, allowing it to 

overcome many obstacles in its path. 
This shows that it is the structural 

form of the animals which allow them 
to move so freely, without them having 
to even comprehend these obstacles. 

Full collaborated with other scien-
tists and engineers from Berkeley and 
Stanford to write a paper; �Biomimetic 
Design and Fabrication of a Hexapedal 
Running Robot� which includes his re-
search and also the results of imple-
menting this model in a robot named 
Sprawl. 

Another nature-inspired design is 
Velcro. The idea for it came to Swiss 
engineer George de Mestral after re-
turning from a hunting trip with his 
dog when he took a close look at the 
burrs of burdock that kept getting 
stuck in his dog�s fur. 

When he examined them under a 
microscope, he discovered that there 

 One of the drawings at the exhibition

 A gecko’s foot: it could inspire technology that would allow 
Spiderman-like abilities of climbing the wallsLegendary Spiderman: inspired by nature

Science science.felix@imperial.ac.uk

Omar Mustufvi were many tiny hooks that caught on 
anything with a loop; such as animal 
fur or clothing. 

But most of the secrets within na-
ture are hidden in a region which can-
not even be explored by a microscope; 
the nano-realm. And it is only recent 
advancements in microscope technol-
ogy which have allowed this region to 
be explored. 

It was in this nano-realm that the 
mystery of how geckos are able to 
climb even the most slippery of sur-
faces was revealed. 

When examined, the foot of a gecko 
appears to be covered with many mil-
lions of hairs, and each of these hairs 
branch off into smaller hairs (like split-
ends). 

This huge rug of hairs on the feet 
creates a huge surface area contact, 
and it is the sum of the tiny Van-der-

Waals forces from each of these hairs 
with a surface that allows the gecko to 
literally stick onto any surface. 

This technology has already been 
patented for use as adhesives in micro-
surgery and microelectronics; soon we 
can even expect to see people walking 
up walls with gecko inspired boots! 

 Going back to the original question 
of whether scientists and engineers 
can be creative and innovative at all 
since nature usually gets there first, 
even though many of the ideas are in-
spired by nature, there are still huge 
diversities in the applications of the 
technologies. Hence innovation and 
creativity is always required in a scien-
tist to design for the specific function. 
Many more secrets are being held by 
nature, and the prospects for scientists 
and engineers depend on how deep 
they explore.

“Nicolas has 
been doing 
artwork since his 
early childhood”

Politics
Politics Editors – James Goldsack & Katya-yani Vyas 

Minimum alcohol pricing proposal 

On Monday the Chief Medical Officer 
for England, Sir Liam Donaldson, un-
veiled a proposal for a minimum price 
for alcohol of 50p per unit in an effort 
to reduce the burden upon society as a 
result of excessive drinking.

Sir Donaldson has stated that �we 
need to think, rather like we did with 
smoking, that it isn�t just the effect on 
the individual that drinks, and smokes, 
it�s the effect also, on other people, the 
collateral damage�. Currently the annu-
al cost to the NHS due to alcohol abuse 
is £2.7bn, while the total expense to the 
taxpayer due to the misuse of alcohol is 
thought to be in the region of £25bn.

Research carried out by the Universi-
ty of Sheffield last year concluded that 
increasing the price of alcohol would 
be one of the most effective measures 
of combating alcohol abuse, as the ef-
fect would be greatest on the most 
heavy drinkers, while according to Sir 
Donaldson at least, the price increase 
for a moderate drinker would be in the 
region of £1 per month.

Under his proposals a typical bottle 
of wine could not be sold for less than 
£4.70, the price of a 2 litre bottle of 
Strongbow would almost double, a 10 
pack of Stella would increase by almost 
a quarter, and a bottle of Smirnoff vod-
ka would increase by almost 20%. Of 
course, if you were to enjoy the home-

less lifestyle of supermarket own brand 
drinks, then the price increase would 
be crippling.

Supermarket prices are often cited 
as a cause of binge drinking, with su-
permarkets actually losing money on 
some promotions which are designed 
to bring in customers. By imposing a 
minimum price on alcohol the prices 
at supermarkets would of course in-
crease, and with no suggestion of this 
increase being returned to the gov-
ernment through tax, the increase in 
price would result in little more than 
an increase in profits for supermar-
kets. Also the price of all alcohol, not 
just that at or under the 50p per unit 
would have to increase, as if a bottle 
of �wine� previously costing £2.50 is to 
increase in price to £4.70, then a bot-
tle of wine that was originally £4.70 
would have to increase in price for it to 
be distinguished from the �wine�. So it 
would seem that one of the main ben-
eficiaries of imposing a minimum price 
for alcohol would be the supermarkets 
who are often blamed as being one of 
the causes.

The prime minster, Gordon Brown, 
is not currently backing the plan, say-
ing �We don�t want the responsible, 
sensible majority of moderate drinkers 
to have to pay more or suffer as a result 
of the excesses of a minority�. The con-
servative party have said that it is more 
important to focus on people�s attitudes 

James Lees

If Sir Donaldson’s proposal is accepted, cut-price alcohol may no longer be available from supermarkets

Sir Liam Donaldson proposes a stop to cheap sale of alcohol to curb the damaging effects of binge drinking

Ex-guerrilla victory for El Salvador
Raz Jabary

This week saw the leftist FMLN party 
take power in El Salvador for the first 
time since the party�s legalisation in 
1992. Mauricio Funes, a former CNN 
Correspondent, won the Salvadoran 
national elections on Sunday 15th 
March with a majority of 51% of the 
votes. Although the results proved the 
race was a tight one, analysts in fact 
already speculated a leftist victory that 
would oust the republican ARENA 
party from power for the first time in 
20 years.

�It is the happiest night of my life�, Fu-
nes told a crowd shortly after 90% of 
the votes had been counted. 

The FMLN is a former guerrilla 
movement that fought a 12-year long 
battle against the U.S.-backed Sal-
vadoran military dictatorship from 
1980 to 1992, which left nearly 80,000 
people killed. The conflict came to an 
end after the signing of several peace 
accords, which furthermore saw a 
general amnesty being granted to the 
members of the group and allowed the 
party to enter the political stage on a 
formal and recognised basis.

Former Salvadoran president Anto-
nio Saca was a staunch ally of the Bush 
administration and considered by the 
latter to be one of America�s three key 
allies in Bolivarian Latin America, next 
to Peru and Colombia, the latter which 
continues its own fight against the 
FARC rebel movement. 

With a row of leftist presidents re-
cently being elected in Latin American 
countries, amongst which is Argen-
tina, the political processes in Guate-

mala and Honduras as neighbours to 
El Salvador are considered to have had 
an effect on the perception of Salva-
doran public opinion with regards to 
their political preferences. Before that, 
a majority of the Salvadoran popula-
tion have had concerns about the lack 
of ruling experience of FMLN. Larry 
Birns, director of the Council on Hem-
ispheric Affairs, claims that for a long 

to drink, instead of merely dealing with 
supply and cost. The Lib Dems, on the 
other hand support putting an end to 
�pocket-money priced� alcohol. Clearly 
if you enjoy a cheap drink there is 1 
party to not vote for.

In Scotland however SNP ministers 
have already officially put forward the 
idea of minimum pricing for alcohol. If 
the measures were to be implemented 
then Scotland would be the first coun-
try in Europe to take such a measure 

to deal with excessive drinking. Wales 
and Northern Ireland have also both 
declared an interest in the idea. Cur-
rently the heaviest drinkers in Europe, 
the Luxembourgers, have no plans to 
end the party.

time �Salvadorans had been afraid to 
vote for the FMLN in fear of reprisals 
from Washington�. He told CNN In-
ternational that the election of Barack 
Obama as U.S. president as opposed to 
the former administration could lead 
Salvadorans to expect a different view 
held by American foreign policy.  

After his victory was announced, 
president Funes said to �seek a path of 

reconciliation� with the ARENA party 
in trying to book political progress and 
to have a common approach to tack-
ling the financial difficulties imposed 
by the economic downturn which has 
also affected this small Central Ameri-
can country. 

Despite the results, making the 
FMLN the ruling party, political ana-
lysts do not consider a radical change 

to be brought about between Salva-
doran-US relations. Although having 
received a majority of votes, the FMLN 
in fact lacks the number of parlia-
mentary seats needed for an absolute 
majority in the country�s National As-
sembly, which means future decisions 
have to be consulted and agreed upon 
with the opposition first, before being 
implemented. 

Under the banner “Un Cambio Seguro”, A Sure Change, Mauricio Funes from the FMLN party won the Salvadoran national elections on Sunday
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Wildlife exhibition at the Humanities

There are two galleries in the Sherfield 
Building on the main Imperial Cam-
pus: Blyth Gallery on the fifth floor 
specialising in fine arts and Depart-
ment of Humanities� exhibition space 
on the third floor specialising in sci-art 
exhibitions. 

Blyth Gallery also occasionally shows 
science-related exhibits, such as recent 
art produced by scientist through the 
Leonardo Society and the upcoming 
Medical Engineering students� exhi-
bition. At the Humanities� exhibition 
space there is currently an exhibition 
of wildlife drawings aimed at raising 
awarness about wildlife and biodiver-
sity issues.

Nicolas Philippakis, featured artist, 
has spent most of his life in England, 
but was also educated in Greece and 
South Africa. He went to secondary 
school in Oxford (England) and then 
studied law at the University of Not-

Mico Tatalovic
Science Editor

tingham. Nicolas has been doing art-
work as a fun hobby in various forms 
since his early childhood. 

Finding the legal profession far too 
constricting, he decided to make a life 
change and get back to art, his first love. 
While in South Africa he had been on 

safari with his family, he became inter-
ested in wild animals and came to ap-
preciate their diversity, living freely in 
a natural environment.

 Nowadays many species are threat-
ened with extinction. The drawings on 
display in the Humanities department 
at Imperial College are offered as a 
reminder of the beauty of our wildlife 

heritage. 
Climate change and green issues are 

now at the forefront of many young 
students� consciousness and Nicolas 
believes that more attention to the 
natural environment is essential as so 
much of it is being destroyed before 
our very eyes.

The original drawings were created 
in pencil and, in the case of the chee-
tah and gazelle picture, in charcoal. 
Nicolas used shades of black and grey 
to make the images stand out clearly in 
the art space provided. The works on 
display at Imperial are gicle prints of 
the original and are a limited edition of 
twenty each. Prices are available at the 
Humanities Department Reception in 
the Sherfield Building.

Watch this space for the colourful 
upcoming science comics exhibition 
that will go up simultaneously at the 
Humanities and virtually in Second 
Life at the House of Science: http://
slurl.com/secondlife/Haddath/79/99/
69/?title=Zoonomian.

Just how creative can a scientist be? If 
you look at any scientific innovation 
you will find it already has its roots in 
nature. It seems scientists and engi-
neers are merely inspired by what they 
see every day in plants and creatures. 

 The Technology, Entertainment, 
Design conference (TED) is held an-
nually and invites some of the world�s 
most inspired thinkers to share their 
views on science, business and the arts. 
The event had previously been hosted 
by the likes of Bill Gates, Al Gore and 
Jane Goodall. This year�s conference is 
taking place in Oxford in July. 

The subject of learning from evolu-
tion was touched on in one of these 
lectures by UC Berkeley biologist 
Robert Full. Full believes that exam-
ples from nature are sometimes over-

Nature’s design: are engineers ever creative?
engineered for the purpose that we re-
quire. The challenge for the engineers 
is that they should only consider the 
necessary details, and the example 
he gives is of building an automobile 
which has, inside it, a factory in which 
you can make another automobile. 

Full�s research concerns locomotion 
in robots and studying techniques in 
nature that allow creatures to go, ba-
sically, anywhere. He found that two, 
four, six and eight legged creatures 
all exert similar forces on the ground; 
they all bounce and can be modelled 
as spring-mass systems or, in simpler 
terms, a pogo stick. 

He went on to work together with 
mathematicians to create a model 
which imitates this movement and 
found that the model was able to self-
stabilise without being directly aware 
of its surroundings, allowing it to 

overcome many obstacles in its path. 
This shows that it is the structural 

form of the animals which allow them 
to move so freely, without them having 
to even comprehend these obstacles. 

Full collaborated with other scien-
tists and engineers from Berkeley and 
Stanford to write a paper; �Biomimetic 
Design and Fabrication of a Hexapedal 
Running Robot� which includes his re-
search and also the results of imple-
menting this model in a robot named 
Sprawl. 

Another nature-inspired design is 
Velcro. The idea for it came to Swiss 
engineer George de Mestral after re-
turning from a hunting trip with his 
dog when he took a close look at the 
burrs of burdock that kept getting 
stuck in his dog�s fur. 

When he examined them under a 
microscope, he discovered that there 

 One of the drawings at the exhibition

 A gecko’s foot: it could inspire technology that would allow 
Spiderman-like abilities of climbing the wallsLegendary Spiderman: inspired by nature

Science science.felix@imperial.ac.uk

Omar Mustufvi were many tiny hooks that caught on 
anything with a loop; such as animal 
fur or clothing. 

But most of the secrets within na-
ture are hidden in a region which can-
not even be explored by a microscope; 
the nano-realm. And it is only recent 
advancements in microscope technol-
ogy which have allowed this region to 
be explored. 

It was in this nano-realm that the 
mystery of how geckos are able to 
climb even the most slippery of sur-
faces was revealed. 

When examined, the foot of a gecko 
appears to be covered with many mil-
lions of hairs, and each of these hairs 
branch off into smaller hairs (like split-
ends). 

This huge rug of hairs on the feet 
creates a huge surface area contact, 
and it is the sum of the tiny Van-der-

Waals forces from each of these hairs 
with a surface that allows the gecko to 
literally stick onto any surface. 

This technology has already been 
patented for use as adhesives in micro-
surgery and microelectronics; soon we 
can even expect to see people walking 
up walls with gecko inspired boots! 

 Going back to the original question 
of whether scientists and engineers 
can be creative and innovative at all 
since nature usually gets there first, 
even though many of the ideas are in-
spired by nature, there are still huge 
diversities in the applications of the 
technologies. Hence innovation and 
creativity is always required in a scien-
tist to design for the specific function. 
Many more secrets are being held by 
nature, and the prospects for scientists 
and engineers depend on how deep 
they explore.

“Nicolas has 
been doing 
artwork since his 
early childhood”

Politics
Politics Editors – James Goldsack & Katya-yani Vyas 

Minimum alcohol pricing proposal 

On Monday the Chief Medical Officer 
for England, Sir Liam Donaldson, un-
veiled a proposal for a minimum price 
for alcohol of 50p per unit in an effort 
to reduce the burden upon society as a 
result of excessive drinking.

Sir Donaldson has stated that �we 
need to think, rather like we did with 
smoking, that it isn�t just the effect on 
the individual that drinks, and smokes, 
it�s the effect also, on other people, the 
collateral damage�. Currently the annu-
al cost to the NHS due to alcohol abuse 
is £2.7bn, while the total expense to the 
taxpayer due to the misuse of alcohol is 
thought to be in the region of £25bn.

Research carried out by the Universi-
ty of Sheffield last year concluded that 
increasing the price of alcohol would 
be one of the most effective measures 
of combating alcohol abuse, as the ef-
fect would be greatest on the most 
heavy drinkers, while according to Sir 
Donaldson at least, the price increase 
for a moderate drinker would be in the 
region of £1 per month.

Under his proposals a typical bottle 
of wine could not be sold for less than 
£4.70, the price of a 2 litre bottle of 
Strongbow would almost double, a 10 
pack of Stella would increase by almost 
a quarter, and a bottle of Smirnoff vod-
ka would increase by almost 20%. Of 
course, if you were to enjoy the home-

less lifestyle of supermarket own brand 
drinks, then the price increase would 
be crippling.

Supermarket prices are often cited 
as a cause of binge drinking, with su-
permarkets actually losing money on 
some promotions which are designed 
to bring in customers. By imposing a 
minimum price on alcohol the prices 
at supermarkets would of course in-
crease, and with no suggestion of this 
increase being returned to the gov-
ernment through tax, the increase in 
price would result in little more than 
an increase in profits for supermar-
kets. Also the price of all alcohol, not 
just that at or under the 50p per unit 
would have to increase, as if a bottle 
of �wine� previously costing £2.50 is to 
increase in price to £4.70, then a bot-
tle of wine that was originally £4.70 
would have to increase in price for it to 
be distinguished from the �wine�. So it 
would seem that one of the main ben-
eficiaries of imposing a minimum price 
for alcohol would be the supermarkets 
who are often blamed as being one of 
the causes.

The prime minster, Gordon Brown, 
is not currently backing the plan, say-
ing �We don�t want the responsible, 
sensible majority of moderate drinkers 
to have to pay more or suffer as a result 
of the excesses of a minority�. The con-
servative party have said that it is more 
important to focus on people�s attitudes 

James Lees

If Sir Donaldson’s proposal is accepted, cut-price alcohol may no longer be available from supermarkets

Sir Liam Donaldson proposes a stop to cheap sale of alcohol to curb the damaging effects of binge drinking

Ex-guerrilla victory for El Salvador
Raz Jabary

This week saw the leftist FMLN party 
take power in El Salvador for the first 
time since the party�s legalisation in 
1992. Mauricio Funes, a former CNN 
Correspondent, won the Salvadoran 
national elections on Sunday 15th 
March with a majority of 51% of the 
votes. Although the results proved the 
race was a tight one, analysts in fact 
already speculated a leftist victory that 
would oust the republican ARENA 
party from power for the first time in 
20 years.

�It is the happiest night of my life�, Fu-
nes told a crowd shortly after 90% of 
the votes had been counted. 

The FMLN is a former guerrilla 
movement that fought a 12-year long 
battle against the U.S.-backed Sal-
vadoran military dictatorship from 
1980 to 1992, which left nearly 80,000 
people killed. The conflict came to an 
end after the signing of several peace 
accords, which furthermore saw a 
general amnesty being granted to the 
members of the group and allowed the 
party to enter the political stage on a 
formal and recognised basis.

Former Salvadoran president Anto-
nio Saca was a staunch ally of the Bush 
administration and considered by the 
latter to be one of America�s three key 
allies in Bolivarian Latin America, next 
to Peru and Colombia, the latter which 
continues its own fight against the 
FARC rebel movement. 

With a row of leftist presidents re-
cently being elected in Latin American 
countries, amongst which is Argen-
tina, the political processes in Guate-

mala and Honduras as neighbours to 
El Salvador are considered to have had 
an effect on the perception of Salva-
doran public opinion with regards to 
their political preferences. Before that, 
a majority of the Salvadoran popula-
tion have had concerns about the lack 
of ruling experience of FMLN. Larry 
Birns, director of the Council on Hem-
ispheric Affairs, claims that for a long 

to drink, instead of merely dealing with 
supply and cost. The Lib Dems, on the 
other hand support putting an end to 
�pocket-money priced� alcohol. Clearly 
if you enjoy a cheap drink there is 1 
party to not vote for.

In Scotland however SNP ministers 
have already officially put forward the 
idea of minimum pricing for alcohol. If 
the measures were to be implemented 
then Scotland would be the first coun-
try in Europe to take such a measure 

to deal with excessive drinking. Wales 
and Northern Ireland have also both 
declared an interest in the idea. Cur-
rently the heaviest drinkers in Europe, 
the Luxembourgers, have no plans to 
end the party.

time �Salvadorans had been afraid to 
vote for the FMLN in fear of reprisals 
from Washington�. He told CNN In-
ternational that the election of Barack 
Obama as U.S. president as opposed to 
the former administration could lead 
Salvadorans to expect a different view 
held by American foreign policy.  

After his victory was announced, 
president Funes said to �seek a path of 

reconciliation� with the ARENA party 
in trying to book political progress and 
to have a common approach to tack-
ling the financial difficulties imposed 
by the economic downturn which has 
also affected this small Central Ameri-
can country. 

Despite the results, making the 
FMLN the ruling party, political ana-
lysts do not consider a radical change 

to be brought about between Salva-
doran-US relations. Although having 
received a majority of votes, the FMLN 
in fact lacks the number of parlia-
mentary seats needed for an absolute 
majority in the country�s National As-
sembly, which means future decisions 
have to be consulted and agreed upon 
with the opposition first, before being 
implemented. 

Under the banner “Un Cambio Seguro”, A Sure Change, Mauricio Funes from the FMLN party won the Salvadoran national elections on Sunday
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Culture &
The Arts

Arts Editors – Caz Knight, David Paw and Emily Wilson

Budding culture vulture? Write for us.
arts.felix@imperial.ac.uk

arts.felix@imperial.ac.uk
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Arts

I feel as though I have neglected 
culture and the arts these last 6 
weeks. The majority of second 
year and the first term of my 
final year flew by as my weeks 

were spent attending at least two cul-
tural �happenings� a week, writing 
comment pieces for felix and attend-
ing lectures, lab and what have you in 
between. 

I have my time management skills 
and seemingly unending energy to 
thank for that. Today I tell an antitheti-
cal story. This term my nun avatar has 
barely made it into the introductory 
pages of the comment section and my 
reviews grow sparser with each pass-
ing week. 

Final year sucks. Not only do I fear 
an impending nervous breakdown dai-
ly on account of just how much needs 
to be achieved before the last week of 
April when my finals commence, but I 
fear for the psychological welfare of my 
boyfriend, closest friends and family as 
they double as emotional punch-bags. 
Before I continue further and turn you 
devoted Arts readers into one too, I 
will just say that my pitiful lack of con-
tribution is due to a temporary accept-
ance that I need to put things on hold 
until my exams are over. Come May 1st 
and I am all felix’s once more. 

Not only has the work load stopped 
my opportunity to write but it has also 
meant I was not able to attend a play 
I have been looking forward to since 
early October. Madame de Sade fea-
tures Dame Judi Dench and bond girl 
Rosamund Pike and is next up in the 
Donwar West End�s superb line up 
(Hamlet with Jude Law follows next). 
In my stead �.. has stepped in and re-
viewed it. I am extremely grateful and 
only a little bit bitter.

Even worse than missing out on 
plays, the work load has prevented me 
from reading all those novels on my 
To Read list. As a wee girl of 12 or so I 
used to consume novels at an alarming 
rate. Alex Garlands grizzly Thailand as 
conjured up in his book The Beach was 
read, digested and accepted with its 
themes of an adult nature never elic-
iting even a bat eyelid. Come puberty 
and my reading seemed to go down as 
my acne soared, but since my summer 
(and coincidental visit to the land of 
Garland�s novel) I have made an effort 
to up my fitness, as it were, and start 
reading regularly again. Since New 
Year�s I have read six novels which I 
consider no small feat. 

So, in a last effort to exercise my 
powers as critique before I go under I 
will whiz through a select few trying to 
capture them in a nutshell.

Mr Nice should really be a student 
staple for its easy going narrative from 
charismatic author, Howard Marks 
(Oxford graduated physicist no less), 
who writes his autobiography follow-
ing 6 years spent in prison after finally 
being caught 20 years after beginning 
his career as one of the world�s largest 
hashish dealers. Adventure awaits.

On The Road by beatnik Jack Kerouac 
doesn�t need much of an introduction 
only to say that it will whisk you across 

Caz Knight
Arts Editor

America and back four times on mo-
torbikes, buses, open top trucks and in 
beat up Cadillacs. Might be an appro-
priate antidote to feelings of claustro-
phobia brought on by revision.

Dune by Frank Herbert converted 
me from sci-fi cynic to lover thereof in 
the time it took me to read this hefty 
novel (1 week: how�s that for an en-
dorsement. In fact, the transition may 
have taken within the first fifty pages.) 
This novel will excite anyone with an 
interest in physics, biology, politics, 
religion, poetry, action, travel, science-
fiction (duh) and even throws in some 
soppy romantic shizzle. Please, please 
do read.

The Life of Ivan Denisovich by Ale-
ksandr Solzhenitsyn takes you through 
one grueling day in one of Stalin� gu-
lags (labour camps) through the eyes 
of Shcha-845 (Ivan) as we live through 
every bite of frost, sharp wind and 
sanction enforced by the warders. An 
outstanding, easy 150-page read.

Arts this week is also a short, easy one 
with some more architecture reviewed 
by David Paw, as well as the previously 
mentioned Madame de Sade review.

However, for now I must desist with 
culture and persist with fact! Enjoy 
your Easter �holidays�.

Books, bondage 
and buildings

What to do if your 
daughter marries the 
king of Sadism

W e all know that 
Monet�s �Water Lily 
Pond� is pretty.  It�s 
a great piece of art 
and we all like to 

look at it, but I implore anyone to look 
at it for 1 hour 45 minutes without an 
interval and not begin to tire a little of 
those sweet pastel hues.  This is rather 
how I considered the latest instal-
ment of Michael Grandage�s �Donmar 
West End� residency at the Wyndham�s 
Theatre.
Madame de Sade is about the wife of 
the Marquis de Sade (Rosamond Pike) 
her mother (Judi Dench) and several 
other women who know the infamous 
French aristocrat from whom the word 
�sadism� originated.  
Whilst the set looks almost edible and 
the costumes are stunning, annoyingly 
they only serve to enhance the over-
whelming sense that the audience is 
peaking into a dolls� house.  The prox-
emics are static and the actors literally 

Rosie Milton prepares to be impressed by an all star cast and 
director but is left disappointed.

fade into the set like wooden dolls until 
they are as much a part of the furniture 
as the wooden chairs delicately placed 
around the stage.  
Frances Barber�s wickedly carnal 
Comtesse De Saint-Fond steels the pro-
duction from the moment the curtain 
rises.  Her impressive use of the riding 
crop cracks some much needed energy 
into the production and this is only Act 
I.  While Rosamond Pike is well cast as 
De Sade�s devotedly masochistic wife 
her rabbit-caught-in-headlights char-
acterisation in the first Act makes it a 
hard to believe the reports in the sec-
ond Act that during an orgy with her 
husband and a group of yokels she had 
quite literally been swinging from the 
rafters while a peasant boy licked her 
naked body.  
Judi Dench makes a fine Madame de 
Montreuil obsessed with keeping her 
family name in honour while Fiona 
Button�s Anne provides some wel-
come light relief as Dench�s frivolous 

younger daughter, the personification 
of feminine guilelessness.  However, 
all the actors seem swamped by the 
shear wordiness of the 40 year-old 
translation.   
As an incurably nosy gossip, I am sur-
prised that the play fails to solicit near-
ly the amount of interest and intrigue 
that such fruity subject matter war-
rants and this is perhaps because the 
direction lacks momentum.  If you�re 
happy to zone out for 110 minutes and 
watch a group of very pretty woman 
in gorgeous dresses sashay around the 
stage like bon bon�s in an ornate rococo 
box then Madame de Sade is worth a 
watch, however, with credentials like 
Grandage�s I don�t think an audience 
can be blamed for expecting a little 
more.  

Madame de Sade is on at the 
Wyndham’s theatre until May 23 
2009

He is to architecture what Hendrix 
is to the guitar: Andrea Palladio
The don of architecture is very much hard done by as the Royal Academy�s attempt to pay homage to the 
great Palladio. David Paw tells us more.

W hen I started out 
learning to play gui-
tar, I hacked it up 
like any other be-
ginner. I would buy 

guitar magazines (Guitar Techniques 
and Guitar for the Practicing Musician 
- was there any point buying anything 
else?) and wallow in the rich soup of 
musical knowledge in their pages, try-
ing to soak as much of it up as I could. 
I absorbed mainly anything and every-
thing about my favourite players - Ed-
die Van Halen, Satriani, Jason Becker 
- while maintaining a neutral outlook 
on the other genres. Outside of my 
limited area of knowledge, the world 
of guitar and music was an incredibly 
daunting place, and basic priorities 
like memorising the chord chart were 
difficult enough, much less navigating 
insane jazz progressions.

I always reached a sticking point 
when it came to the greats, though. 
My 10-year old self genuinely could 
not understand for years why Hen-
drix and Clapton were so revered. In 
my eyes back then, I equated being 
able to �play� with technical ability, 
and naively this was how I gauged a 
musician�s merit, much less paying at-
tention to things like tone, personal 
style, innovation etc. Jimi couldn�t play 
a million miles an hour. What was the 
point? I just didn�t buy it. Later I would 
watch interviews of my favourite play-
ers speaking about Hendrix et al. with 
incredible reverence and though I still 
didn�t believe the hype, I began to ac-
cept the inevitable. Without the reas-

surance of my heroes, it would have 
taken me a lot longer to see the light.

It is 3.50 on a glorious Saturday af-
ternoon and instead of being outside 
in the sunshine, I am packed inside the 
Royal Academy in the space the size of 
a Hobbit�s broom cupboard along with 
a collection of bored partners, their 
enthusiastic yet confused girlfriends 
(at least Topshop provides sofas), tour-
ists and pushy middle class pension-
ers who probably look at Stephen Fry 
the same way Mrs Robinson looked at 
Dustin Hoffman. In the words of a very 
underrated liquor clerk in Superbad, 
fuck my life. I have been trying to make 
my way through the crowd while doing 
justice to the subject of the exhibition 
- reputedly the greatest architect of 
all time - while also trying to compre-
hend why this title had been bestowed 
upon him. His name is Palladio, and he 
wouldn�t be happy if he were here.

The problem with Andrea Palladio : 
His Life and Legacy has nothing to do 
with undeserved reputations and hype. 
I fully trust that the curators know 
what they�re talking about. The prob-
lem with this particular arrangement 
of architectural models, plan drawings, 
contextual tidbits and memoirs is that 
though the parts may be there, they feel 
less than their potential sum, largely in 
part to a dramatic in failure of commu-
nication from the organisers to their 
audience. I am somewhat sceptical in 
believing that the majority of people 
who were present with me that after-
noon were there specifically to tickle 
their fancy for 16th century Northern 

Italian architecture. The room is split 
up into several rooms, with the gross 
trend being that as a whole, each is bet-
ter than the last. This is also valid when 
pondering the choice between staying 
in the well-lit and spacious lobby and 
descending into the first room.

The first room attempts to set the 
context of our subject�s achievements. 
May I take this opportunity to stress 
the word �attempt�. The first room is a 
bedlam of spatial and physical incoher-
ence that fails to excite. If this were the 
Divine Comedy, the first room would 
be the dullness of Purgatorio and Para-
diso condensed into 400 square metres 
of plan drawings and minor details that 
only the dedicated follower of the archi-
tect would have any genuine interest in. 
There is one breathtaking scale model 
of the Basilica in Vicenza, and staring 
into its massive hallways and corridors 
it is easy to get a sense of scale of what 
he achieved upon its completion. But 
other than that, as important as con-
text may be, a good proportion of it felt 
tedious and relatively indulgent given 
the limited amount of space the exhi-
bition had. Paintings from the area try 
to set the tone of the figures involved, 
the world of the architect and the con-
struction site during that era, but it still 
feels tenuous. Ornaments and artifacts 
from the era are dotted around the 
room to try to give the viewer a flavour 
of the time period. It feels like a GCSE 
Art and Design student trying to argue 
that the painting they plucked arbitrar-
ily from Google images has plenty to 
do with their final piece.

Oh, we do get a sense of his begin-
nings as a collaborator with more 
well-known architects of the era. For 
example, a segment focuses on a joint 
project with the great architect Giulio 
Romano on the Palazzo Thiene in Vi-
cenza. The details of the project are 
intriguing and the progression reward-
ing when followed to the end, and as 
a bonus we are even rewarded with 
a portrait of Romano by none other 
than Titian. But it is difficult to feel any 
genuine excitement without physical 
illustration, and by physical illustra-
tion I mean models. Architecture is a 
physical, visual language that requires 
the viewer to not only see and imagine 
the finished project and its interaction 
with its surroundings, but to obtain a 
palpable feel of its scale and physicali-
ty. The plan drawings and photographs 
never allow you to really get involved 
with the building and space itself, and 
parts of the exhibition suffer notice-
ably for that.

The second room is better. Larger, 
quieter and with less packed into the 
space, it offers a greater quality of 
depth and contemplation as far as get-
ting under the skin of the buildings is 
concerned. It is difficult not to notice 
the large scale models of the Villa Emo 
and Barbaro with their imposing tri-
partate facades, and with the greater 
freedom allowed to the gallerygoer, it is 
certainly more of a pleasure to peruse. 
Rooms three and four focuse on the 
emergence of the then newly-coined 
�Neo Palladianism� and its influence 
on subsequent generations, and the 
publishing of perhaps Palladio�s great-
est work in any sense, his influential 
compendium of reflections on the 
professional and idealistic aspects of 
architecture, the Quattro Libri. One 
could consider them a giant tome of 
sorts spread over four volumes, with 
the thoroughness of Grey�s Anatomy, 
the vision of Delirious New York and 
the epic scale of The Bible.

This is where we reach the crux of 

the exhibition. We are meant to be 
witnessing a tribute and exploration 
of one of the greatest creators and 
design influencers of all time, but we 
never reach a point of awe or complete 
understanding of his greatness until 
the very end. At the outset we are told 
his designs for the country house out 
in Italy were greatly influential from 
the European mainland to Britain to 
a point at which the British country 
house can trace direct lineage to Pal-
ladio�s initial work. A little later on we 
learn of the influence of the Quattro 
Libri in subsequent generations over 
centuries of architectural history. But 
we�re heathens. We�re too used to gi-
ant skyscrapers born of oil riches and 
difficult concept buildings, too used to 
brash visual statements and the new 
standard of physical grandeur. We need 
just a little more convincing. Some 
reassurance, perhaps. So his achieve-
ments never really hit home until we 
watch videos and interviews of today�s 
architects speaking in reverential tones 
about the great man himself.

He was a starchitect before they even 
existed. The Palladian influence is so 
great that it has become subsumed 
into modern architecture not just in 
a practical and technical sense but in 
a philosophical sense that the ethos 
of the modern architect owes no lit-
tle debt to his ideas. A teenager sitting 
in his room playing his guitar would 
take the feedback and distortion and 
screaming lead tones for granted, but 
he would owe it to Hendrix who had 
brought all of these ideas to the fore 
and made them art forms. Just as 
much, the vocabulary and ideology 
of modern architecture owes a debt 
to Palladio�s ideas, a man who, in the 
words of the Japanese architect Arata 
Isosaki, �could reach the real essence of 
architecture�.

Until 13th April at the Royal 
Academy, Piccadilly San Giorgio Church in Venice. (1560-1580)

La Rotonda has inspired countless architects

Rosamund Pike (left) with hair that would have made the 80s jealous, and Judi Dench (right)
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Arts

I feel as though I have neglected 
culture and the arts these last 6 
weeks. The majority of second 
year and the first term of my 
final year flew by as my weeks 

were spent attending at least two cul-
tural �happenings� a week, writing 
comment pieces for felix and attend-
ing lectures, lab and what have you in 
between. 

I have my time management skills 
and seemingly unending energy to 
thank for that. Today I tell an antitheti-
cal story. This term my nun avatar has 
barely made it into the introductory 
pages of the comment section and my 
reviews grow sparser with each pass-
ing week. 

Final year sucks. Not only do I fear 
an impending nervous breakdown dai-
ly on account of just how much needs 
to be achieved before the last week of 
April when my finals commence, but I 
fear for the psychological welfare of my 
boyfriend, closest friends and family as 
they double as emotional punch-bags. 
Before I continue further and turn you 
devoted Arts readers into one too, I 
will just say that my pitiful lack of con-
tribution is due to a temporary accept-
ance that I need to put things on hold 
until my exams are over. Come May 1st 
and I am all felix’s once more. 

Not only has the work load stopped 
my opportunity to write but it has also 
meant I was not able to attend a play 
I have been looking forward to since 
early October. Madame de Sade fea-
tures Dame Judi Dench and bond girl 
Rosamund Pike and is next up in the 
Donwar West End�s superb line up 
(Hamlet with Jude Law follows next). 
In my stead �.. has stepped in and re-
viewed it. I am extremely grateful and 
only a little bit bitter.

Even worse than missing out on 
plays, the work load has prevented me 
from reading all those novels on my 
To Read list. As a wee girl of 12 or so I 
used to consume novels at an alarming 
rate. Alex Garlands grizzly Thailand as 
conjured up in his book The Beach was 
read, digested and accepted with its 
themes of an adult nature never elic-
iting even a bat eyelid. Come puberty 
and my reading seemed to go down as 
my acne soared, but since my summer 
(and coincidental visit to the land of 
Garland�s novel) I have made an effort 
to up my fitness, as it were, and start 
reading regularly again. Since New 
Year�s I have read six novels which I 
consider no small feat. 

So, in a last effort to exercise my 
powers as critique before I go under I 
will whiz through a select few trying to 
capture them in a nutshell.

Mr Nice should really be a student 
staple for its easy going narrative from 
charismatic author, Howard Marks 
(Oxford graduated physicist no less), 
who writes his autobiography follow-
ing 6 years spent in prison after finally 
being caught 20 years after beginning 
his career as one of the world�s largest 
hashish dealers. Adventure awaits.

On The Road by beatnik Jack Kerouac 
doesn�t need much of an introduction 
only to say that it will whisk you across 

Caz Knight
Arts Editor

America and back four times on mo-
torbikes, buses, open top trucks and in 
beat up Cadillacs. Might be an appro-
priate antidote to feelings of claustro-
phobia brought on by revision.

Dune by Frank Herbert converted 
me from sci-fi cynic to lover thereof in 
the time it took me to read this hefty 
novel (1 week: how�s that for an en-
dorsement. In fact, the transition may 
have taken within the first fifty pages.) 
This novel will excite anyone with an 
interest in physics, biology, politics, 
religion, poetry, action, travel, science-
fiction (duh) and even throws in some 
soppy romantic shizzle. Please, please 
do read.

The Life of Ivan Denisovich by Ale-
ksandr Solzhenitsyn takes you through 
one grueling day in one of Stalin� gu-
lags (labour camps) through the eyes 
of Shcha-845 (Ivan) as we live through 
every bite of frost, sharp wind and 
sanction enforced by the warders. An 
outstanding, easy 150-page read.

Arts this week is also a short, easy one 
with some more architecture reviewed 
by David Paw, as well as the previously 
mentioned Madame de Sade review.

However, for now I must desist with 
culture and persist with fact! Enjoy 
your Easter �holidays�.

Books, bondage 
and buildings

What to do if your 
daughter marries the 
king of Sadism

W e all know that 
Monet�s �Water Lily 
Pond� is pretty.  It�s 
a great piece of art 
and we all like to 

look at it, but I implore anyone to look 
at it for 1 hour 45 minutes without an 
interval and not begin to tire a little of 
those sweet pastel hues.  This is rather 
how I considered the latest instal-
ment of Michael Grandage�s �Donmar 
West End� residency at the Wyndham�s 
Theatre.
Madame de Sade is about the wife of 
the Marquis de Sade (Rosamond Pike) 
her mother (Judi Dench) and several 
other women who know the infamous 
French aristocrat from whom the word 
�sadism� originated.  
Whilst the set looks almost edible and 
the costumes are stunning, annoyingly 
they only serve to enhance the over-
whelming sense that the audience is 
peaking into a dolls� house.  The prox-
emics are static and the actors literally 

Rosie Milton prepares to be impressed by an all star cast and 
director but is left disappointed.

fade into the set like wooden dolls until 
they are as much a part of the furniture 
as the wooden chairs delicately placed 
around the stage.  
Frances Barber�s wickedly carnal 
Comtesse De Saint-Fond steels the pro-
duction from the moment the curtain 
rises.  Her impressive use of the riding 
crop cracks some much needed energy 
into the production and this is only Act 
I.  While Rosamond Pike is well cast as 
De Sade�s devotedly masochistic wife 
her rabbit-caught-in-headlights char-
acterisation in the first Act makes it a 
hard to believe the reports in the sec-
ond Act that during an orgy with her 
husband and a group of yokels she had 
quite literally been swinging from the 
rafters while a peasant boy licked her 
naked body.  
Judi Dench makes a fine Madame de 
Montreuil obsessed with keeping her 
family name in honour while Fiona 
Button�s Anne provides some wel-
come light relief as Dench�s frivolous 

younger daughter, the personification 
of feminine guilelessness.  However, 
all the actors seem swamped by the 
shear wordiness of the 40 year-old 
translation.   
As an incurably nosy gossip, I am sur-
prised that the play fails to solicit near-
ly the amount of interest and intrigue 
that such fruity subject matter war-
rants and this is perhaps because the 
direction lacks momentum.  If you�re 
happy to zone out for 110 minutes and 
watch a group of very pretty woman 
in gorgeous dresses sashay around the 
stage like bon bon�s in an ornate rococo 
box then Madame de Sade is worth a 
watch, however, with credentials like 
Grandage�s I don�t think an audience 
can be blamed for expecting a little 
more.  

Madame de Sade is on at the 
Wyndham’s theatre until May 23 
2009

He is to architecture what Hendrix 
is to the guitar: Andrea Palladio
The don of architecture is very much hard done by as the Royal Academy�s attempt to pay homage to the 
great Palladio. David Paw tells us more.

W hen I started out 
learning to play gui-
tar, I hacked it up 
like any other be-
ginner. I would buy 

guitar magazines (Guitar Techniques 
and Guitar for the Practicing Musician 
- was there any point buying anything 
else?) and wallow in the rich soup of 
musical knowledge in their pages, try-
ing to soak as much of it up as I could. 
I absorbed mainly anything and every-
thing about my favourite players - Ed-
die Van Halen, Satriani, Jason Becker 
- while maintaining a neutral outlook 
on the other genres. Outside of my 
limited area of knowledge, the world 
of guitar and music was an incredibly 
daunting place, and basic priorities 
like memorising the chord chart were 
difficult enough, much less navigating 
insane jazz progressions.

I always reached a sticking point 
when it came to the greats, though. 
My 10-year old self genuinely could 
not understand for years why Hen-
drix and Clapton were so revered. In 
my eyes back then, I equated being 
able to �play� with technical ability, 
and naively this was how I gauged a 
musician�s merit, much less paying at-
tention to things like tone, personal 
style, innovation etc. Jimi couldn�t play 
a million miles an hour. What was the 
point? I just didn�t buy it. Later I would 
watch interviews of my favourite play-
ers speaking about Hendrix et al. with 
incredible reverence and though I still 
didn�t believe the hype, I began to ac-
cept the inevitable. Without the reas-

surance of my heroes, it would have 
taken me a lot longer to see the light.

It is 3.50 on a glorious Saturday af-
ternoon and instead of being outside 
in the sunshine, I am packed inside the 
Royal Academy in the space the size of 
a Hobbit�s broom cupboard along with 
a collection of bored partners, their 
enthusiastic yet confused girlfriends 
(at least Topshop provides sofas), tour-
ists and pushy middle class pension-
ers who probably look at Stephen Fry 
the same way Mrs Robinson looked at 
Dustin Hoffman. In the words of a very 
underrated liquor clerk in Superbad, 
fuck my life. I have been trying to make 
my way through the crowd while doing 
justice to the subject of the exhibition 
- reputedly the greatest architect of 
all time - while also trying to compre-
hend why this title had been bestowed 
upon him. His name is Palladio, and he 
wouldn�t be happy if he were here.

The problem with Andrea Palladio : 
His Life and Legacy has nothing to do 
with undeserved reputations and hype. 
I fully trust that the curators know 
what they�re talking about. The prob-
lem with this particular arrangement 
of architectural models, plan drawings, 
contextual tidbits and memoirs is that 
though the parts may be there, they feel 
less than their potential sum, largely in 
part to a dramatic in failure of commu-
nication from the organisers to their 
audience. I am somewhat sceptical in 
believing that the majority of people 
who were present with me that after-
noon were there specifically to tickle 
their fancy for 16th century Northern 

Italian architecture. The room is split 
up into several rooms, with the gross 
trend being that as a whole, each is bet-
ter than the last. This is also valid when 
pondering the choice between staying 
in the well-lit and spacious lobby and 
descending into the first room.

The first room attempts to set the 
context of our subject�s achievements. 
May I take this opportunity to stress 
the word �attempt�. The first room is a 
bedlam of spatial and physical incoher-
ence that fails to excite. If this were the 
Divine Comedy, the first room would 
be the dullness of Purgatorio and Para-
diso condensed into 400 square metres 
of plan drawings and minor details that 
only the dedicated follower of the archi-
tect would have any genuine interest in. 
There is one breathtaking scale model 
of the Basilica in Vicenza, and staring 
into its massive hallways and corridors 
it is easy to get a sense of scale of what 
he achieved upon its completion. But 
other than that, as important as con-
text may be, a good proportion of it felt 
tedious and relatively indulgent given 
the limited amount of space the exhi-
bition had. Paintings from the area try 
to set the tone of the figures involved, 
the world of the architect and the con-
struction site during that era, but it still 
feels tenuous. Ornaments and artifacts 
from the era are dotted around the 
room to try to give the viewer a flavour 
of the time period. It feels like a GCSE 
Art and Design student trying to argue 
that the painting they plucked arbitrar-
ily from Google images has plenty to 
do with their final piece.

Oh, we do get a sense of his begin-
nings as a collaborator with more 
well-known architects of the era. For 
example, a segment focuses on a joint 
project with the great architect Giulio 
Romano on the Palazzo Thiene in Vi-
cenza. The details of the project are 
intriguing and the progression reward-
ing when followed to the end, and as 
a bonus we are even rewarded with 
a portrait of Romano by none other 
than Titian. But it is difficult to feel any 
genuine excitement without physical 
illustration, and by physical illustra-
tion I mean models. Architecture is a 
physical, visual language that requires 
the viewer to not only see and imagine 
the finished project and its interaction 
with its surroundings, but to obtain a 
palpable feel of its scale and physicali-
ty. The plan drawings and photographs 
never allow you to really get involved 
with the building and space itself, and 
parts of the exhibition suffer notice-
ably for that.

The second room is better. Larger, 
quieter and with less packed into the 
space, it offers a greater quality of 
depth and contemplation as far as get-
ting under the skin of the buildings is 
concerned. It is difficult not to notice 
the large scale models of the Villa Emo 
and Barbaro with their imposing tri-
partate facades, and with the greater 
freedom allowed to the gallerygoer, it is 
certainly more of a pleasure to peruse. 
Rooms three and four focuse on the 
emergence of the then newly-coined 
�Neo Palladianism� and its influence 
on subsequent generations, and the 
publishing of perhaps Palladio�s great-
est work in any sense, his influential 
compendium of reflections on the 
professional and idealistic aspects of 
architecture, the Quattro Libri. One 
could consider them a giant tome of 
sorts spread over four volumes, with 
the thoroughness of Grey�s Anatomy, 
the vision of Delirious New York and 
the epic scale of The Bible.

This is where we reach the crux of 

the exhibition. We are meant to be 
witnessing a tribute and exploration 
of one of the greatest creators and 
design influencers of all time, but we 
never reach a point of awe or complete 
understanding of his greatness until 
the very end. At the outset we are told 
his designs for the country house out 
in Italy were greatly influential from 
the European mainland to Britain to 
a point at which the British country 
house can trace direct lineage to Pal-
ladio�s initial work. A little later on we 
learn of the influence of the Quattro 
Libri in subsequent generations over 
centuries of architectural history. But 
we�re heathens. We�re too used to gi-
ant skyscrapers born of oil riches and 
difficult concept buildings, too used to 
brash visual statements and the new 
standard of physical grandeur. We need 
just a little more convincing. Some 
reassurance, perhaps. So his achieve-
ments never really hit home until we 
watch videos and interviews of today�s 
architects speaking in reverential tones 
about the great man himself.

He was a starchitect before they even 
existed. The Palladian influence is so 
great that it has become subsumed 
into modern architecture not just in 
a practical and technical sense but in 
a philosophical sense that the ethos 
of the modern architect owes no lit-
tle debt to his ideas. A teenager sitting 
in his room playing his guitar would 
take the feedback and distortion and 
screaming lead tones for granted, but 
he would owe it to Hendrix who had 
brought all of these ideas to the fore 
and made them art forms. Just as 
much, the vocabulary and ideology 
of modern architecture owes a debt 
to Palladio�s ideas, a man who, in the 
words of the Japanese architect Arata 
Isosaki, �could reach the real essence of 
architecture�.

Until 13th April at the Royal 
Academy, Piccadilly San Giorgio Church in Venice. (1560-1580)

La Rotonda has inspired countless architects

Rosamund Pike (left) with hair that would have made the 80s jealous, and Judi Dench (right)







Felix Easter Eggstravaganza 2009
Welcome to felix’s annual Eggstravaganza where, purely in the interests of research, we wolf down copious 
amounts of ovoid-shaped, chocolatey goodness to let you know which eggs are worth your cash this Easter

After Eight Cadbury slighty more 
expensive than budget eggs

Green & Black
Terry’s Chocolate Orange

Baileys Lindt (Golden Bunny Egg)

Guylian

Top Gear Egg

Sainsbury’s Taste the Difference Egg

Cadbury Collection Egg
Nestle Mid-range eggs

Peasant eggs

£5.00, Milk chocolate egg with Lindt bunnies.

Appearance: 8
Value for money: 7
Endurance Test: 7
Taste: 7
Extras: 7
Comments: A good mixture of size and extras, very 
nice

Final Score: 7.2

Champion

2009

£5.00, Milk chocolate egg with sea-shell praelines.

Appearance: 9
Value for money: 9
Endurance Test: 8
Taste: 9
Extras: 9
Comments: It’s just so damn good and cheap and 
amazing!

Final Score: 8.8

LAST YEAR’S WINNER DOES IT AGAIN, IT’S JUST SO 
GOOOOOOOOOOOD!

£5.50, 70% Organic dark chocolate

Appearance: 7
Value for money: 5
Endurance Test: 9.5
Taste: 2
Extras: 0
Comments: It tastes like mud and you get abso-
lutely no extras!

Final Score: 4.7

£10.00, Milk chocolate egg with Baileys truffles.

Appearance: 9
Value for money: 3
Endurance Test: 7
Taste: 9
Extras: 7
Comments: The egg is absolutely massive and tastes 
amasing, but it is just too expensive

Final Score: 7

£5.00, Chocolate orange egg with chocolate orange.

Appearance: 6
Value for money: 8
Endurance Test: 9
Taste: 6
Extras: 8
Comments: There’s really nothing to it, it’s just an egg 
version of the orange!

Final Score: 7.4

£2.00, Cadbury classic eggs, 

Appearance: 4
Value for money: 8
Endurance Test: 6
Taste: 6
Extras: 6
Comments: Plain and simple, if you’re just looking for a 
good, cheap egg, this is the one for you!

Final Score:6

£7.00, Three Cadbury eggs, all inside each other

Appearance: 8
Value for money: 6
Endurance Test: 10
Taste: 6
Extras: 8
Comments: If you liked the basic Cadbury brand, you’ll 
like this. Very nice appearance, but slightly more expen-
sive than getting three of the normal eggs!

Final Score: 7.6

£4.00, One egg, one Stig mug

Appearance: 6
Value for money: 7
Endurance Test: 8
Taste: 6
Extras: 10
Comments: We couldn’t help ourselves, we had to get 
this egg, purely for the mug! The egg however was not 
so good!

Final Score: 7.4

£0.90 - £1.50, One egg that is it!

Appearance: 2
Value for money: 10
Endurance Test: 5
Taste: 4
Extras: 0
Comments: If there was ever an award for the simplest 
egg possible, this would be it. Oh and the Barbie and 
Simpson one taste horrible!

Final Score: 4.2

£5.00, Nestle eggs with bonus chocolates

Appearance: 5
Value for money: 5
Endurance Test: 5
Taste: 6
Extras: 6
Comments: They’re not too bad, but they are more 
expensive than the Cadbury ones and you don’t get that 
much extra

Final Score: 5.4

£5.00, One egg plus some After Eight mints.

Appearance: 8
Value for money: 7
Endurance Test: 7
Taste: 4
Extras: 6
Comments: Similar to the Chocolate Orange in terms of 
idea, but it really doesn’t work as well here. A minty egg 
just tastes odd!

Final Score: 6.4

£2.00, Hollow milk chocolate egg with white 
chocolate decoration

Appearance: 6
Value for money: 8
Endurance Test: 5
Taste: 7
Extras: 0
Comments: Although you get nothing with the 
egg, the price itself isn’t too bad considering 
the taste of the egg. Not a bad option if you 
want a good cheap egg

Final Score: 5.2
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Nightlife
Nightlife Editor – Catherine Jones (CJ)

Sun, sex, drugs and dance music
As summer is just around the corner,  Catherine Jones previews nightlife highlights not to be missed

T he sun has finally come 
out and made its happy 
presence known. Hopeful-
ly you�ve made the most of 
it, with the fairer amongst 

you possibly even suffering from your 
first batch of sunburn.

Summer will be along soon and we 
have to look forward to the best nights 
out, in the almost fresh air of London.   

Here are a selection of events with 
the minimum amount of hassle, any-
one can enjoy; 

Get Loaded in The Park.
Bank Holiday Sunday 30th August

Get Loaded in The Park returns to 
Clapham Common for the Bank Holi-
day Sunday! No camping, no mud, no 
long motorway journey to reach the 
campsite. You can even catch the last 
tube home. This year�s Headliners are 
Orbital, with the iconic duo Paul and 
Phil Hartnoll celebrating the 20th an-
niversary of the release of their first 
single �Chime�, considered by some to 
be one of the best dance records of all 
time.  
�We�ve got 15 years of active service, 
making songs,� says Paul. �If you boil 
that down to a 90-minute festival set 
you should get something thoroughly 
good from beginning to end. Let�s put 
some fun back into it.� With their trade 
mark torch glasses and innovative vid-

eo visuals, you know it will be one to 
remember. 
www.ticketmaster.co.uk (Standard 
tickets £35 + booking fee)

South West Four
Bank Holiday Saturday 29th August

South West Four is Bank Holiday Sat-
urday�s mega all-dayer set to rock the 
green grass of Clapham Common. 
 The line-up has yet to be released 
as this goes to press, but you can bet 
it is going to be massive. Keep an eye 
on www.southwestfour.co.uk for more 
details. 

As a guide to the quality expected, 
last year saw the likes of Carl Cox, 
John Digweed, Eric Morillo, Danny 
Tenaglia, Armin van Buuren, Sven 
Vath, Tiefschwarz, Nic Fanciulli, 
Markus Schulz, Layo & Bushwacka, 
Claude von Stroke, Fedde Le Grande, 
Green Velvet, Francois K, Sander van 
Doorn, Sister Bliss and SOS take to the 
decks. 	 Keep an eye on www.south-
westfour.co.uk to hear the official line 
up announcement.

SW4 2008 was hugely popular, with 
all 20,000 tickets selling out. www.tick-
etmaster.co.uk (Standard tickets £40 + 
booking fee). 

O2 Wireless Festival
Hyde Park Saturday 4th July

Dance Saturday at the O2 Wire-
less  features four stages packed with 
stellar acts,  including Basement 
Jaxx headlining, with Dizzee Ras-
cal, The Streets, Paul Oakenfold, 
FrankMusik, Sneaky Sound System, 
N.A.S.A.
Standard day tickets are £40, a limited 
duration early bird price.
www.wirelessfestival.co.uk

SummerBreak 2009
Spend your days at the beach party, 

Win a Holiday for 4!
FREE camping tickets to Summer Break 

2009 
to give away.

Email: nightlife.felix@ic.ac.uk
by Friday 27th March

and nights in the clubs! Like the Amer-
ican tradition of Spring Break, 12,000 
students will be hitting the beaches of 
Newquay this June, for fun and frol-
icks on one of the U.K.s best surfing 
beaches. 
Basically, it�s a series of post-exam 
blow-out weekends, sure to be an 
unforgettable 4 days (Assuming you 
can actually remember the week-
end...), with an exciting varied DJ line 
up;Pendulum DJ�s & MC Jakes, Scott 
Mills, Judge Jules, Mistajam, Jaguar 

Skills, Scratch Perverts & Dynamite 
MC, London Elektricity and Urban 
Knights AV. 

SummerBreak kicks off  on 1st June, 
in Newquay, Cornwall. Tickets start 
at £59 for a tent pitch, going to £99 for 
caravan accomodation.  Nightclub en-
try is included. 

www.summerbreak.com for tick-
ets, or enter the competition to 
win the 4 free  tickets. 

CREDIT CRUNCH 
CARNIVAL

Friday 27 March 20:00-03:00
Room 1 - Party Time
Jeff Automatic (Club NME)
UNIONdjs
Emma Harkness

Room 2 
Funk & disco through to funky electro house 
with a taste of upli� ting breaks

Room 3
Dub step and Drum and Bass
Miss Pink
Pacso (KOOL FM)
Re� ex
Macpherson (FABRICLIVE)

In the Quad
In� atable laser quest!

 We listened!

only

£5

You asked for lower 
end-of-term prices.

imperialcollegeunion.org
Imperial College Union, Beit Quadrangle, Prince Consort Road, London SW7 2BB
The Union encourages responsible drinking. R.O.A.R. Student I.D. Required.

buy your tickets online now from

£5£6 on the door.

Goodness!

Fu
ll o

f Yummy End-of-Term

Free Creme 
Eggs Inside!
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Sun, sex, drugs and dance music
As summer is just around the corner,  Catherine Jones previews nightlife highlights not to be missed

T he sun has finally come 
out and made its happy 
presence known. Hopeful-
ly you�ve made the most of 
it, with the fairer amongst 

you possibly even suffering from your 
first batch of sunburn.

Summer will be along soon and we 
have to look forward to the best nights 
out, in the almost fresh air of London.   

Here are a selection of events with 
the minimum amount of hassle, any-
one can enjoy; 

Get Loaded in The Park.
Bank Holiday Sunday 30th August

Get Loaded in The Park returns to 
Clapham Common for the Bank Holi-
day Sunday! No camping, no mud, no 
long motorway journey to reach the 
campsite. You can even catch the last 
tube home. This year�s Headliners are 
Orbital, with the iconic duo Paul and 
Phil Hartnoll celebrating the 20th an-
niversary of the release of their first 
single �Chime�, considered by some to 
be one of the best dance records of all 
time.  
�We�ve got 15 years of active service, 
making songs,� says Paul. �If you boil 
that down to a 90-minute festival set 
you should get something thoroughly 
good from beginning to end. Let�s put 
some fun back into it.� With their trade 
mark torch glasses and innovative vid-

eo visuals, you know it will be one to 
remember. 
www.ticketmaster.co.uk (Standard 
tickets £35 + booking fee)

South West Four
Bank Holiday Saturday 29th August

South West Four is Bank Holiday Sat-
urday�s mega all-dayer set to rock the 
green grass of Clapham Common. 
 The line-up has yet to be released 
as this goes to press, but you can bet 
it is going to be massive. Keep an eye 
on www.southwestfour.co.uk for more 
details. 

As a guide to the quality expected, 
last year saw the likes of Carl Cox, 
John Digweed, Eric Morillo, Danny 
Tenaglia, Armin van Buuren, Sven 
Vath, Tiefschwarz, Nic Fanciulli, 
Markus Schulz, Layo & Bushwacka, 
Claude von Stroke, Fedde Le Grande, 
Green Velvet, Francois K, Sander van 
Doorn, Sister Bliss and SOS take to the 
decks. 	 Keep an eye on www.south-
westfour.co.uk to hear the official line 
up announcement.

SW4 2008 was hugely popular, with 
all 20,000 tickets selling out. www.tick-
etmaster.co.uk (Standard tickets £40 + 
booking fee). 

O2 Wireless Festival
Hyde Park Saturday 4th July

Dance Saturday at the O2 Wire-
less  features four stages packed with 
stellar acts,  including Basement 
Jaxx headlining, with Dizzee Ras-
cal, The Streets, Paul Oakenfold, 
FrankMusik, Sneaky Sound System, 
N.A.S.A.
Standard day tickets are £40, a limited 
duration early bird price.
www.wirelessfestival.co.uk

SummerBreak 2009
Spend your days at the beach party, 

Win a Holiday for 4!
FREE camping tickets to Summer Break 

2009 
to give away.

Email: nightlife.felix@ic.ac.uk
by Friday 27th March

and nights in the clubs! Like the Amer-
ican tradition of Spring Break, 12,000 
students will be hitting the beaches of 
Newquay this June, for fun and frol-
icks on one of the U.K.s best surfing 
beaches. 
Basically, it�s a series of post-exam 
blow-out weekends, sure to be an 
unforgettable 4 days (Assuming you 
can actually remember the week-
end...), with an exciting varied DJ line 
up;Pendulum DJ�s & MC Jakes, Scott 
Mills, Judge Jules, Mistajam, Jaguar 

Skills, Scratch Perverts & Dynamite 
MC, London Elektricity and Urban 
Knights AV. 

SummerBreak kicks off  on 1st June, 
in Newquay, Cornwall. Tickets start 
at £59 for a tent pitch, going to £99 for 
caravan accomodation.  Nightclub en-
try is included. 

www.summerbreak.com for tick-
ets, or enter the competition to 
win the 4 free  tickets. 

CREDIT CRUNCH 
CARNIVAL

Friday 27 March 20:00-03:00
Room 1 - Party Time
Jeff Automatic (Club NME)
UNIONdjs
Emma Harkness

Room 2 
Funk & disco through to funky electro house 
with a taste of upli� ting breaks

Room 3
Dub step and Drum and Bass
Miss Pink
Pacso (KOOL FM)
Re� ex
Macpherson (FABRICLIVE)

In the Quad
In� atable laser quest!

 We listened!

only

£5

You asked for lower 
end-of-term prices.

imperialcollegeunion.org
Imperial College Union, Beit Quadrangle, Prince Consort Road, London SW7 2BB
The Union encourages responsible drinking. R.O.A.R. Student I.D. Required.

buy your tickets online now from

£5£6 on the door.
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What should 
 I write?

A rough guide to Lagos, Nigeria
One week, two crashes and some bartering later, Tosin Ajayi explains why Nigeria is worth your time

A couple of weeks ago, I 
went on a week-long trip 
back to Lagos, Nigeria. 
This was a trip unlike any 
of the others I have taken 

to my country of origin. For one, it was 
for my dad�s 60th Birthday. And this 
time I travelled back with my brother�s 
fianceØ, who is white and Welsh � you 
could say this was a typical fish-out-of-
water scenario. 

Let me explain why this is a big deal. 
I used to think: if you are thinking of 
going to Nigeria but don�t happen to be 
Nigerian, unless you are adventurous 
and have someone who will whisk you 
away the second you hit the tarmac at 
the other end, don�t bother! Nowadays 
the requirements are different. You 
don�t actually have to be Nigerian. 

Nigeria is just not ready for tourists, 
and backpackers are just asking for the 
trouble.

With this in mind, I took it upon my-
self to be a tourist guide of a country 
that has yet to discover what the word 
�tourism� means. In the words of my 
soon-to-be sister-in-law, �I went to 
Borders to find a Lonely Planet guide 

about Nigeria, and there was nothing� 
there was one for West Africa with a 
paragraph on Nigeria, which basically 
says �don�t go there�.�

So the following is, in part, my pro-
spective entry for the Lonely Planet 
Guide to Nigeria.

The first sight you get to see when 
going to Nigeria actually takes place 
before you even depart � the airport. 
For those who walk in and think, �I�ve 
flown before, I know what happens 
at the airport, why should this be any 
different?�, expect to be struck the 
frustration of standing in the check-in 
queue for many hours. Once checked 
in, frustration does turn into amuse-
ment when watching Nigerian women 
(and their husbands/bellboys), who 
have already gone to the counter and 
have been informed that the baggage 
allowances are �2 bags, 23kg each� not  
�3 of 32kg each�, furiously repacking 
their bags by the queue in hope that 
it will make them 10kg lighter. As for 
the extra suitcase, it is handed to the 
next person they know who is board-
ing a plane to Nigeria with express 
instructions.

Another staple of the check-in queue 
is the last-minute mobile-phone guy. 
This particular stereotype usually 
comes across as having £5 credit re-
maining on his T-mobile (it is the Ni-
gerian network) sim card and, leaving 
England for good or just for a month, 
finds it outrageous to let �the British 
Government take his money�. To use 
up his credit, everybody in the phone-
book gets a call, and the pidgin Eng-
lish starts (translation in parentheses) 
�Ol� boy, wetin dey happen?� (-�Hey, 
how�s it going?�), �How body?� (-�You 
good?�), �I jus dey oh� (-�I�m chilling�), 
�I dey for airport, dis queue neva fin-
ish� (-�I�m at the airport, standing in 
a long queue�). �Wait, wait, wait� 
when you go next go home?� (-�Hang 
on, you�re going back to Nigeria soon 
aren�t you?�), �How many suitcase you 
fit carry?� And so on.

The flight itself is pretty uneventful, 
although you are always guaranteed 
that at least 10% of the passengers 
will be under the age of one (we had 
to become the most populous African 
country somehow). Which might be a 
problem if you were planning to sleep 

my ward some unruly behaviour on the 
flight, everyone stayed in their seats 
(talk about progress).

When you eventually step off the 
plane into the welcoming/suffocating 
arms of the heat, you are faced with 
final obstacle to entry to the hallowed 
country � the infamous border control. 
�Best to steel yourself,� I thought, �to 
hear the words, �Ah, oga sa, wetin you 
bring for us now?� (-�Hello, sir, what 
did you bring for us?�)� . But no such 
advance was forthcoming, at least not 
until baggage collection, when I could 
smile and say �Ah, it�s not like that� and 
walk off.

As you leave the airport, you are 
greeted by what is seemingly the big-
gest tourist attraction that Lagos has 
to offer. Just like the Table Mountain 
in Cape Town, everyone who comes to 
Lagos leaves having spent a fair chunk 
of time looking at it, and talking about 
it. Oh yes, the Traffic (not traffic, but 
Traffic). 

Traffic jams are ingrained into the 
psyche and life of the Lagosian, should 
you be in it or making a living out of it. 
During our two-hour drive across the 
city (50 km?) we spotted CDs, DVDs, 
drinks, food, TV aerials, fans, radios 
and � I have seen at one point � pup-
pies being sold in the traffic by car-to-
car vendors. When it seemed to have 
settled an estate car � originally meant 
for people � went past us, packed full 
of plantains; there was about enough 
space for the driver and a passenger, 
and you wouldn�t have been able to fit 
anything else in the car, no matter how 
small the item is. 

And when the traffic does clear, you 
realise that this is a place that probably 
has never heard of the High-way Code 
(or blatantly ignores it). The use of the 
car horn becomes a central and essen-

tial driving skill and, in many cases, re-
placing the job that the rear view mir-
ror of other drivers should be doing.

We got to experience the full frenzy 
of the local driving twice in the space 
of the week, with two accidents in the 
same car. Both times the driver of our 
car was not at fault; both times the 
driver who crashed into us jumped 
out of their car and started shouting 
�Ki lo de (What�s up)? Are you blind? 
Why are you driving like that?� On the 
second occasion, the other driver, with 
a clear road ahead of him suddenly 
changed lane and blind-sided us. It re-
sulted in a physical fight at the side of 
the road. 

After about 20 minutes of yelling, 
during which time a crowd of bystand-
ers who had nothing to do with the ac-
cident had gathered and commentated 

on who was at fault, the other driver 
simply admitted their guilt and paid 
for the damage on the spot, since in-
surance is an iffy thing in Nigeria.

So the question, I hear, is with all this 

madness, why bother with Nigeria? 
It sounds like a hideously unpleasant 
country to visit.

But then, the best thing about Lagos 
is the people and, beyond all the crazi-
ness, they provide the best moments. 
As preparations for my dad�s 60th 
birthday were underway, people kept 
popping up to help out with one thing 
or another, so we got to reconnect with 
people we hadn�t seen for years � I was 
reminded just why the New Scientist 
has named Nigerians the happiest peo-
ple in the world.

Nigerians seem to have a way of en-
joying life whatever the situation is and 
regardless of how beleaguered they are, 
and are born with a delightful ability to 
laugh at themselves. And we do love a 
good party.

And speaking of parties, for his birth-
day my dad went to the market and 
haggled for a live ram for the occasion. 
This ram was then brought home and 
kept away from our dogs, which would 
probably have ripped it to shreds. 

(A brief word on dogs: in England 
the average dog is called something 
like Fido, Rover or Lassie. Cute dogs 
have no place in Lagos. You would find 
names like Killer, Hitler & Satan; the 
dog has to be mean, hulking and pref-
erably of German origin. Its primary 
purpose is not to look adorable or keep 
you company, but to bite anyone in 
your compound it doesn�t recognise. 
Our two rottweilers are called, mis-
leadingly enough, Casper and Daisy � 
they would eat that ram alive.)

On the day of the party, some guy 
(who I shall refer to as �Ram Man�) 
shows up with a couple of sharp knives 
and a half-barrel barbecue and trans-
formed that smelly animal roped up in 
our yard (RSPCA would never fly in 
Nigeria) into succulent bits of barbe-
cued goodness called Suya, otherwise 
known as the reason why you don�t re-
ally find Nigerian vegetarians.

Then the band showed up, asked my 
brother for the names of family mem-
bers and proceeded to insert praises for 
each family member into all the songs 
they sing, and by doing so, usher in 
another very Nigerian custom � spray-
ing. This is where you dance and those 
older than you attach currency notes to 
your forehead: the more you do so, the 
more the band praises you and when 
you spray them, they shut up. 

My brother�s fiancØe got in on the 
act, getting praises by the band, spray-
ing them and having a bevy of aunties 
adopt her as their own child and lead 
her through the potentially scary world 
of Nigerian families. The way they took 
someone in and treated her as one of 
their own reminded me that regard-
less of all the nonsense we are known 
for around the world � the lack of or-

ganisation, the fraudulent emails you 
receive asking for your bank details, 
extreme tardiness � Nigeria has some 
really good things to offer.

With a revolving door of relatives, 
friends, former teachers and ex-col-

“That’s Lagos for 
you”, explained 
a friend involved 
in the fight, “you 
have to attack 
first before the 
crazy person 
attacks you”

“I was reminded 
just why the 
New Scientist 
has named 
Nigerians the 
happiest people 
in the world…we 
seem to have a 
way of enjoying 
life whatever the 
situation is”

leagues, it was a great six hours of fun, 
and one of those places and times that 
makes everything else seem worth-
while. The traffic, the crazies who crash 
into you, the airport queue � they mat-
ter no more. You get together with the 
people, eat the meat, dance the dance, 
feel the love and you get a slice of Nige-
rian goodness. My protØgØe, who had a 
taste of it all, left Lagos wanting to go 
back. Lagos possesses a kind of crazy 
magic: it has everything to make you 

make you hate it, but somehow leaves 
you thinking �that was fun�.

However, I believe Lagos is chang-
ing: the recently-elected Governor of 
Lagos has shown that he cares about 
the state (a novelty in recent Nigerian 
history), and is committed in cleaning 
up the streets, building better, bigger 
roads and introduce some order to 
proceedings. So within a few years, my 
accounts might not be the picture the 
average visitor is greeted with � I need 
to publish these before they stop being 
true.

�I want to go to Lagos before it gets 
tamed,� said a friend of mine. I can un-
derstand the sentiment.

So for those of you who have a La-
gosian friend, make them take you to 
Nigeria with them before it does get 
tamed. One thing Lagos can guarantee 
is a lot of crazy stories to tell and, really, 
how is life complete without them? 

A crafts vendor

Umm...Suya...Veggies, beware

Teenage vendors selling goods by an immobile trafficA Lagosian market, catering for your Nigerian needs

The notorious Traffic

T his would have been my 
confession: I am running 
out of material. So exactly 
what did this mean? Well, 
I was afraid I was going to 

have to pack in the travel section, after 
just three weeks of service to felix.

Really? I hear you ask. Of course not 
� no shit, Sherlock.

So, in order to seek inspiration (keep 
my job), I delved into the mystical world 
that is the felix archives. In that dodgy 
backroom of the basement, I excavated 
the volumes of past issues that bore the 
names of my predecessors. Now I can 
draw upon their wisdom and salvage 
my many unfinished manuscripts of 
horrid writing.

That�s when it struck me hard.
The eagerness to learn soured into 

jealousy. I mean, how can one travel 
writer write so well? It was certainly no 
Paul Theorux but, hey, this is a student 
newspaper after all. If this isn�t discour-
aging enough, I found articles on every 
single place I have been to, or would 
want to visit. The series of memoirs 
written by Ammar Waraich, 4th year 
medic (2007-08) and travel editor of 
four months, essentially had the whole 
of Africa covered.

Truth to be told, I may as well as pack 
my bag and go home. Put my scripts 
in a box and burn it will you? In fact, 
I shall call it my funeral pyre and toss 
myself into the flames whilst I still have 
a shred of dignity left.

My revelation came in the form of 
Alex Marsden�s article from last week�s 
issue of felix. Literature and travel, I 
must admit, is indeed a divine mar-

during the six-hour flight time. Also, 
even though it has become a more 
regular occurrence in the last couple 
of years, the sight of a pale face on one 
of these flights still brings a few double 
takes from those sat close by, the un-
spoken question traditionally being: �I 
have to go back, Junior needs to meet 
his grandparents�but what are you 
looking for in Nigeria?�

I had once imagined that being an 
air hostess on a flight to Lagos was a 
job for the person who had drawn the 
short straw, or one who had really pis-
sed Sir Richard Branson off. Why? Let�s 
just say that �order� is another word 
that Nigerians are still grasping the 
meaning of. I remember one occasion 
where the pilot had to halt the plane on 
the runway and refused to move until 
everyone had sat down, as almost the 
entire plane had shot out of their seats 
the second the plane touched down, 
with the �fasten your seat belts� sign 
still on. To serve a Lagosian mob? Talk 
about career suicides.

This time round, I had a weird mix of 
glowing pride and simmering annoy-
ance because, although I had promised 

riage � there is no doubt that the two 
combine to emanate the essence of 
true adventure. One�s anticipation 
for adventure, most certainly �entic-
ing�, can only be magnified through 
travel literature, while the thirst itself 
is quenched by the actual experience. 
It is how you get the constant doses of 
adrenaline before, during, and after the 
trip.

But now I am musing on a reversed 
debate: while we have established that 
travel literature and its reader do share 
an intimate relationship, what is the 
stance of literature with its authors?

How on Earth could travel writers 
cope with composing literature about 
localities that have been depicted, of-
ten repetitively, by hundreds in the 
past?

And that is when I understood what 
travel writing is about � personal ex-
perience and discovery. OK, I won�t 
go on about the effects of travelling on 
personality development (I definitely 
didn�t �find� anything travelling) but 
there is no denial that every visit to the 
same place is unique itself as, even if 
the place hardly changes, your encoun-
ters and interaction with people would 
be different. This can�t be better dem-
onstrated than by Tosin Ajayi, who has 
kindly written this week�s article about 
Nigeria. Don�t expect to be bombarded 
with facts � just enjoy the many hidden 
gems he is willing to spill in order to 
grab your attention.

 I guess I shouldn�t be so discouraged 
� I shall remain, after a promising East-
er break, at your readership�s humbled 
service. In the meantime � chocolate.
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A rough guide to Lagos, Nigeria
One week, two crashes and some bartering later, Tosin Ajayi explains why Nigeria is worth your time

A couple of weeks ago, I 
went on a week-long trip 
back to Lagos, Nigeria. 
This was a trip unlike any 
of the others I have taken 

to my country of origin. For one, it was 
for my dad�s 60th Birthday. And this 
time I travelled back with my brother�s 
fianceØ, who is white and Welsh � you 
could say this was a typical fish-out-of-
water scenario. 

Let me explain why this is a big deal. 
I used to think: if you are thinking of 
going to Nigeria but don�t happen to be 
Nigerian, unless you are adventurous 
and have someone who will whisk you 
away the second you hit the tarmac at 
the other end, don�t bother! Nowadays 
the requirements are different. You 
don�t actually have to be Nigerian. 

Nigeria is just not ready for tourists, 
and backpackers are just asking for the 
trouble.

With this in mind, I took it upon my-
self to be a tourist guide of a country 
that has yet to discover what the word 
�tourism� means. In the words of my 
soon-to-be sister-in-law, �I went to 
Borders to find a Lonely Planet guide 

about Nigeria, and there was nothing� 
there was one for West Africa with a 
paragraph on Nigeria, which basically 
says �don�t go there�.�

So the following is, in part, my pro-
spective entry for the Lonely Planet 
Guide to Nigeria.

The first sight you get to see when 
going to Nigeria actually takes place 
before you even depart � the airport. 
For those who walk in and think, �I�ve 
flown before, I know what happens 
at the airport, why should this be any 
different?�, expect to be struck the 
frustration of standing in the check-in 
queue for many hours. Once checked 
in, frustration does turn into amuse-
ment when watching Nigerian women 
(and their husbands/bellboys), who 
have already gone to the counter and 
have been informed that the baggage 
allowances are �2 bags, 23kg each� not  
�3 of 32kg each�, furiously repacking 
their bags by the queue in hope that 
it will make them 10kg lighter. As for 
the extra suitcase, it is handed to the 
next person they know who is board-
ing a plane to Nigeria with express 
instructions.

Another staple of the check-in queue 
is the last-minute mobile-phone guy. 
This particular stereotype usually 
comes across as having £5 credit re-
maining on his T-mobile (it is the Ni-
gerian network) sim card and, leaving 
England for good or just for a month, 
finds it outrageous to let �the British 
Government take his money�. To use 
up his credit, everybody in the phone-
book gets a call, and the pidgin Eng-
lish starts (translation in parentheses) 
�Ol� boy, wetin dey happen?� (-�Hey, 
how�s it going?�), �How body?� (-�You 
good?�), �I jus dey oh� (-�I�m chilling�), 
�I dey for airport, dis queue neva fin-
ish� (-�I�m at the airport, standing in 
a long queue�). �Wait, wait, wait� 
when you go next go home?� (-�Hang 
on, you�re going back to Nigeria soon 
aren�t you?�), �How many suitcase you 
fit carry?� And so on.

The flight itself is pretty uneventful, 
although you are always guaranteed 
that at least 10% of the passengers 
will be under the age of one (we had 
to become the most populous African 
country somehow). Which might be a 
problem if you were planning to sleep 

my ward some unruly behaviour on the 
flight, everyone stayed in their seats 
(talk about progress).

When you eventually step off the 
plane into the welcoming/suffocating 
arms of the heat, you are faced with 
final obstacle to entry to the hallowed 
country � the infamous border control. 
�Best to steel yourself,� I thought, �to 
hear the words, �Ah, oga sa, wetin you 
bring for us now?� (-�Hello, sir, what 
did you bring for us?�)� . But no such 
advance was forthcoming, at least not 
until baggage collection, when I could 
smile and say �Ah, it�s not like that� and 
walk off.

As you leave the airport, you are 
greeted by what is seemingly the big-
gest tourist attraction that Lagos has 
to offer. Just like the Table Mountain 
in Cape Town, everyone who comes to 
Lagos leaves having spent a fair chunk 
of time looking at it, and talking about 
it. Oh yes, the Traffic (not traffic, but 
Traffic). 

Traffic jams are ingrained into the 
psyche and life of the Lagosian, should 
you be in it or making a living out of it. 
During our two-hour drive across the 
city (50 km?) we spotted CDs, DVDs, 
drinks, food, TV aerials, fans, radios 
and � I have seen at one point � pup-
pies being sold in the traffic by car-to-
car vendors. When it seemed to have 
settled an estate car � originally meant 
for people � went past us, packed full 
of plantains; there was about enough 
space for the driver and a passenger, 
and you wouldn�t have been able to fit 
anything else in the car, no matter how 
small the item is. 

And when the traffic does clear, you 
realise that this is a place that probably 
has never heard of the High-way Code 
(or blatantly ignores it). The use of the 
car horn becomes a central and essen-

tial driving skill and, in many cases, re-
placing the job that the rear view mir-
ror of other drivers should be doing.

We got to experience the full frenzy 
of the local driving twice in the space 
of the week, with two accidents in the 
same car. Both times the driver of our 
car was not at fault; both times the 
driver who crashed into us jumped 
out of their car and started shouting 
�Ki lo de (What�s up)? Are you blind? 
Why are you driving like that?� On the 
second occasion, the other driver, with 
a clear road ahead of him suddenly 
changed lane and blind-sided us. It re-
sulted in a physical fight at the side of 
the road. 

After about 20 minutes of yelling, 
during which time a crowd of bystand-
ers who had nothing to do with the ac-
cident had gathered and commentated 

on who was at fault, the other driver 
simply admitted their guilt and paid 
for the damage on the spot, since in-
surance is an iffy thing in Nigeria.

So the question, I hear, is with all this 

madness, why bother with Nigeria? 
It sounds like a hideously unpleasant 
country to visit.

But then, the best thing about Lagos 
is the people and, beyond all the crazi-
ness, they provide the best moments. 
As preparations for my dad�s 60th 
birthday were underway, people kept 
popping up to help out with one thing 
or another, so we got to reconnect with 
people we hadn�t seen for years � I was 
reminded just why the New Scientist 
has named Nigerians the happiest peo-
ple in the world.

Nigerians seem to have a way of en-
joying life whatever the situation is and 
regardless of how beleaguered they are, 
and are born with a delightful ability to 
laugh at themselves. And we do love a 
good party.

And speaking of parties, for his birth-
day my dad went to the market and 
haggled for a live ram for the occasion. 
This ram was then brought home and 
kept away from our dogs, which would 
probably have ripped it to shreds. 

(A brief word on dogs: in England 
the average dog is called something 
like Fido, Rover or Lassie. Cute dogs 
have no place in Lagos. You would find 
names like Killer, Hitler & Satan; the 
dog has to be mean, hulking and pref-
erably of German origin. Its primary 
purpose is not to look adorable or keep 
you company, but to bite anyone in 
your compound it doesn�t recognise. 
Our two rottweilers are called, mis-
leadingly enough, Casper and Daisy � 
they would eat that ram alive.)

On the day of the party, some guy 
(who I shall refer to as �Ram Man�) 
shows up with a couple of sharp knives 
and a half-barrel barbecue and trans-
formed that smelly animal roped up in 
our yard (RSPCA would never fly in 
Nigeria) into succulent bits of barbe-
cued goodness called Suya, otherwise 
known as the reason why you don�t re-
ally find Nigerian vegetarians.

Then the band showed up, asked my 
brother for the names of family mem-
bers and proceeded to insert praises for 
each family member into all the songs 
they sing, and by doing so, usher in 
another very Nigerian custom � spray-
ing. This is where you dance and those 
older than you attach currency notes to 
your forehead: the more you do so, the 
more the band praises you and when 
you spray them, they shut up. 

My brother�s fiancØe got in on the 
act, getting praises by the band, spray-
ing them and having a bevy of aunties 
adopt her as their own child and lead 
her through the potentially scary world 
of Nigerian families. The way they took 
someone in and treated her as one of 
their own reminded me that regard-
less of all the nonsense we are known 
for around the world � the lack of or-

ganisation, the fraudulent emails you 
receive asking for your bank details, 
extreme tardiness � Nigeria has some 
really good things to offer.

With a revolving door of relatives, 
friends, former teachers and ex-col-

“That’s Lagos for 
you”, explained 
a friend involved 
in the fight, “you 
have to attack 
first before the 
crazy person 
attacks you”

“I was reminded 
just why the 
New Scientist 
has named 
Nigerians the 
happiest people 
in the world…we 
seem to have a 
way of enjoying 
life whatever the 
situation is”

leagues, it was a great six hours of fun, 
and one of those places and times that 
makes everything else seem worth-
while. The traffic, the crazies who crash 
into you, the airport queue � they mat-
ter no more. You get together with the 
people, eat the meat, dance the dance, 
feel the love and you get a slice of Nige-
rian goodness. My protØgØe, who had a 
taste of it all, left Lagos wanting to go 
back. Lagos possesses a kind of crazy 
magic: it has everything to make you 

make you hate it, but somehow leaves 
you thinking �that was fun�.

However, I believe Lagos is chang-
ing: the recently-elected Governor of 
Lagos has shown that he cares about 
the state (a novelty in recent Nigerian 
history), and is committed in cleaning 
up the streets, building better, bigger 
roads and introduce some order to 
proceedings. So within a few years, my 
accounts might not be the picture the 
average visitor is greeted with � I need 
to publish these before they stop being 
true.

�I want to go to Lagos before it gets 
tamed,� said a friend of mine. I can un-
derstand the sentiment.

So for those of you who have a La-
gosian friend, make them take you to 
Nigeria with them before it does get 
tamed. One thing Lagos can guarantee 
is a lot of crazy stories to tell and, really, 
how is life complete without them? 

A crafts vendor

Umm...Suya...Veggies, beware

Teenage vendors selling goods by an immobile trafficA Lagosian market, catering for your Nigerian needs

The notorious Traffic

T his would have been my 
confession: I am running 
out of material. So exactly 
what did this mean? Well, 
I was afraid I was going to 

have to pack in the travel section, after 
just three weeks of service to felix.

Really? I hear you ask. Of course not 
� no shit, Sherlock.

So, in order to seek inspiration (keep 
my job), I delved into the mystical world 
that is the felix archives. In that dodgy 
backroom of the basement, I excavated 
the volumes of past issues that bore the 
names of my predecessors. Now I can 
draw upon their wisdom and salvage 
my many unfinished manuscripts of 
horrid writing.

That�s when it struck me hard.
The eagerness to learn soured into 

jealousy. I mean, how can one travel 
writer write so well? It was certainly no 
Paul Theorux but, hey, this is a student 
newspaper after all. If this isn�t discour-
aging enough, I found articles on every 
single place I have been to, or would 
want to visit. The series of memoirs 
written by Ammar Waraich, 4th year 
medic (2007-08) and travel editor of 
four months, essentially had the whole 
of Africa covered.

Truth to be told, I may as well as pack 
my bag and go home. Put my scripts 
in a box and burn it will you? In fact, 
I shall call it my funeral pyre and toss 
myself into the flames whilst I still have 
a shred of dignity left.

My revelation came in the form of 
Alex Marsden�s article from last week�s 
issue of felix. Literature and travel, I 
must admit, is indeed a divine mar-

during the six-hour flight time. Also, 
even though it has become a more 
regular occurrence in the last couple 
of years, the sight of a pale face on one 
of these flights still brings a few double 
takes from those sat close by, the un-
spoken question traditionally being: �I 
have to go back, Junior needs to meet 
his grandparents�but what are you 
looking for in Nigeria?�

I had once imagined that being an 
air hostess on a flight to Lagos was a 
job for the person who had drawn the 
short straw, or one who had really pis-
sed Sir Richard Branson off. Why? Let�s 
just say that �order� is another word 
that Nigerians are still grasping the 
meaning of. I remember one occasion 
where the pilot had to halt the plane on 
the runway and refused to move until 
everyone had sat down, as almost the 
entire plane had shot out of their seats 
the second the plane touched down, 
with the �fasten your seat belts� sign 
still on. To serve a Lagosian mob? Talk 
about career suicides.

This time round, I had a weird mix of 
glowing pride and simmering annoy-
ance because, although I had promised 

riage � there is no doubt that the two 
combine to emanate the essence of 
true adventure. One�s anticipation 
for adventure, most certainly �entic-
ing�, can only be magnified through 
travel literature, while the thirst itself 
is quenched by the actual experience. 
It is how you get the constant doses of 
adrenaline before, during, and after the 
trip.

But now I am musing on a reversed 
debate: while we have established that 
travel literature and its reader do share 
an intimate relationship, what is the 
stance of literature with its authors?

How on Earth could travel writers 
cope with composing literature about 
localities that have been depicted, of-
ten repetitively, by hundreds in the 
past?

And that is when I understood what 
travel writing is about � personal ex-
perience and discovery. OK, I won�t 
go on about the effects of travelling on 
personality development (I definitely 
didn�t �find� anything travelling) but 
there is no denial that every visit to the 
same place is unique itself as, even if 
the place hardly changes, your encoun-
ters and interaction with people would 
be different. This can�t be better dem-
onstrated than by Tosin Ajayi, who has 
kindly written this week�s article about 
Nigeria. Don�t expect to be bombarded 
with facts � just enjoy the many hidden 
gems he is willing to spill in order to 
grab your attention.

 I guess I shouldn�t be so discouraged 
� I shall remain, after a promising East-
er break, at your readership�s humbled 
service. In the meantime � chocolate.



7 Three most stylish women of all time?
Katharine Hepburn, Audrey Hepburn, and Anna Wintour. 

Anna always looks amazing.

9Where do you get your fashion in-
spirations from?

Hmm. Inspiration originated in the cloth-
ing we see on the runways.Then, with that 
in mind, I can be inspired by cinema, por-

traits, artists, famous personalities. I had seen a great  
exhibition of Carlo Mollino, a very gifted Italian de-
signer. I saw pictures of him and was inspired by his 
personal style.

fashion.felix@imperial.ac.uk
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Felix encounters New York Times

Credit Crunch Hits Vogue
British Vogue has relaunched 
its “More Dash than Cash” 
section this April. The 9-page 
spreads featured heavy tribal 
and safari influence with ac-
cessories and clothing ranging 
from £5 to £485. Labels used 
in the photoshoot range from 
the rock bottom brand Primark 
to deluxe Antik Batik. 

Barbie Gets Botox
Barbie celebrated her 50th 
birthday on the 9th March. 
Mattel unveiled a new face 
for Barbie based on Christina 
Aguilera. The new Barbie 
wears an updated two-piece 
version of the black and 
white bathing suit the debut 
Barbie wore in 1959. Mattel 
sold the new doll at $3 during 
Barbie’s birthday week – the 
original cost of a Barbie doll 
in 1959. More than 50 design-
ers, including Marchesa and 
Vera Wang drafted new outfits 
to celebrate Barbie’s gold 
anniversary. Karl Lagerfeld’s 
design is available at  the 
Colette in Paris as “Barbie and 
Ken” exhibition from now until 
the 28th March.
 

Fashion and Music
The most played track in the 
SS09 fashion shows is The 
Great DJ by The Tings Tings. 
And the cliche of the cliche 
goes to Stella McCartney for 
playing her dad’s song. Check 
out all the tracks played on the 
runways in New York, London 
and Milan at http://tinyurl.
com/felixcatwalkmusicAW09

SICK

SHIT

Kawai Wong met the fashion director for the New York Times Style Magazine, Bruce Pask in Dover Street 
Market. She asked Bruce a few questions. 

Spring is all about springing
Two weeks ago, Kawai Wong teamed up with two Imperial photographers and 
models to prove that urban outfits don�t have to cost a bomb. Sheena Mehnon sports 
some spring inspirations. 

10 Three designers a man 
should look out for  Spring/
Summer 2009?

Lanvin, Burberry, Dries van 
Noten.

8 Three most stylish men of all time?
There are stylish people I admire. Paul 
Newman, Steve McQueen,  Alain 
Delon are a few.

5 Three most inspiring cities?
I love Tokyo. I did a shoot there at the end of last 
year and  I was incredibly inspired by all the street 
style. Their outfits are so  carefully considered. 
The shopping is outrageous, they have some 

of the most  amazing shops in the world. I love Lon-
don. We Americans are style-obsessed by the Eng-
lish.Your history, your street style. And NYC of 
course. For the originality, the audacity, the 
creativity, and the beauty.

1Last three songs played on your iPod?
I only listen to my iPod when I travel on 
airplanes, usually trying to go to sleep. I 
love Sigur Ros and their beautiful songs.  
They really calm me. So the last three 

songs have certainly been by them,  and the Icelan-
dic titles are indecipherable to me!

2 Three favourite publications?
T Magazine, of course. The New York Times 
Style Magazine. Fntastic Man. My friend 
Charlie Porter is an editor there. The third 
is a tie between Numero Homme. Serge Gir-

ardi is a great fashion editor there. Arena Homme Plus, 
and Another Man.I�m a  big fan of Nicola Formichetti�s 

styling.

3What brought you to London this time?
I took the Eurostar to London for the week-
end after I finished  shooting a still life fashion 
story for an upcoming New York Times Maga-
zine in Paris.

I hadn�t been to London in a while and just wanted to 
run around stores, museums, restaurants, and theaters.

6
A pair of Levi’s shrink-to-fit 
501 unwashed jeans. Clark’s 
sand suede desert boots. A 
solid wool single-breasted 
sportjacket 
from APC.

4 Three favourite places in London?
Dover Street Market of course. But that�s quite obvious. I  

love Rose Bakery and the Labour and Wait stand there.
Which leads me to the next: the Labour and Wait store on 

Cheshire Street off Brick Lane.
I like the White Cube Gallery on Hoxton Square and I love the Tate 

Modern. I love eating at the Wolseley. Richard James, my favorite 
Savile Row designer took me there for dinner when it opened 

a few years back. And for going out I have a great time at the 
Joiner�s Arms. Always a fun crowd.

Above from left: Lanvin men SS09 catwalk in Paris. White Cube Gallery, The Labour and Wait Store.

Three timeless 
items a man must 
own?

Facts abouts Bruce:

1. He has been the fashion director for T Mag-
azine since March 2006.

2. He was the style director for a Conde Nast�s 
publication - Cargo - before joining the New 
York Times.

3. He freelanced for Vanity Fair, The 
Sopranos.

4. T: The New York Times Style Magazine is 
similar to the Style Magazine of the Sunday 
Times in the UK. T circulates inside The Sunday 
New York Times across America.

Bruce�s latest project in T can be found here: 
http://tinyurl.com/felixNYTbp

Just a note!

The Gloucester Road Oxfam shop routinely re-ceives donations from Gucci (women) and Empo-rio Armani (men). According to the shop keeper, James, the clothing items are �returned goods� to the luxury stores as they are slightly daman-ged (e.g. a sloppy button). Upon examination, these items are still in extremely good condition. Whether or not these are in season, we do not know. But all these pieces are on the rail in the Oxfam shop for £125. James once saw an original price tag on an Armani coat - £3000 - therefore a whopping 95% discount! Hardly anything skint students can afford, but definitely worth a men-tion!  - Kawai

Keep Calm 
Carry On
Mix red, white and navy blue 
to achieve a bold and colourful 
look for spring. British colours 
for British attitude - tough 
times? Keep calm and carry on.
Sheena wears: Red cropped 
pea coat with gold buttons, 
£19.99; Rolling stone 
bejeweled t-shirt, Mango, 
£5.99; Blue silk loose fit 
trousers, Ralph Lauren, £15.99

Sheena wears: Mens’s blue stripe 
shirt, Fil a Fil, £12.99; White 
canvas belt, price upon request; 
Red velvet gloves, £8.99.

Model: Sheena Mehnon. Photographers: Andreea Babiuc, Anton Korneev. Lighting: 
Alfred Yu. Fashion editing and Make-up: Kawai Wong. Hair: Jihee at Toni&Guy. Special 
thanks: James at Oxfam Gloucester Road. All the clothing items above are available 
from Oxfam Gloucester Road. Oxfam is a registered charity. Oxfam works on areas such 
as education, conflicts and natural disasters. See www.oxfam.co.uk for details.

Metallic accessories - the more 
the better. Vintage padded 
jacket with shiny leggings give 
the outfit a 2009 twist.
Sheena wears: Gold brocade 
silk dinner jacket, £19.99; 
Gold knitted vest, St. John, 
£8.99; Gold legging, American 
Apparel, £2.99; Golden strappy 
sandals, price upon request

Gold 
Revelation
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